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The Information and Public Re-
lations Department functions as the
liaison organisation between the
Government on the one hand and
the Public and th Press on the other.
It is the channel through which the
policies of the Government and
activities and achievements of various

departments arc made known to the .

public, utilising all media of mass
communication such as Press, Film,
Exhibitions, traditional media like
dramss and song Programimes and
‘printed material.

The advertiscments of all depart-
ments, undertakings and other insti-
tutions under the control of the
Statc Government are centralised
‘and released to the Press through
this dcpartment. Further, the In-
formatjon and Public Relations De-
partment preparas and releases its
own advertisements to educate the
public about the policies and pro-
grammes of the Government.

. Functions:

With a view to educate the Public
about historical cvents and the great
secrifices made for the people by

. National Leaders, functions are orga-
niscd by this department on their

birthdays and commemoration days.

As in the last two years, the birth
days of Thiruvalluvar, Bharathiyar,
Bharathidasanar,  Quide-E-Millet,
Kamoraj, V. O. Chidambaranar,
Perarignar Anna, Thanthai
Periyar, Gandhiji, Dr. Ambedkar,
Muthuramalinga Thevar, Jawas
harlal  Nchru, Rajaji,  Netaji,
Namakkal Kavignar Ramalingam
Pillai, Seikuthambi Pavalar and
Valvil Ori wcre celebrated. Re-
public Day, Independence Day, U.N.
Day, Human Rights Day, National
Integration Week and National Deve-
lopment Week Celebrations were
also celebrated during 1980-81.

Silver Jubilee of Tamil Nadu:

To commemorate the 25th year
of the birth of Tamil Nadu as a sepa-
ratc Statc, it is proposed to cele-
berate its Silver Jubilee in a grand
manner during November this year.
Further, Centenary Celebrations of
Va. Ve. Subramania Iyer, Mahakavi
Subramania Bharathiar, T.K. Chi-
dambaranatha Mudaliar, Raja Anna-
malai Chettiar are also proposed to
be organised during this year.

Thanthai Perfyar Centenary Cele-
brations: .

The Government have been imple-
menting several recommendations
made by the Thanthai Periyar
Centenary Celebrations Committee.

The Sound and Light Programme
depicting the lifc and message of
Thanthai Periyar has been conducted
in Madras, Tiruchirappalli, Thanja-
vur and Vellore and thousands of
people have witnessed and appre-
ciated it. The next programme is
scheduled to be conducted at Tiru-
nelveli and Periyar districts and
thereafter will be held in other Dis=
trict Head-quarters.

‘Biography of Periyar’ which is
being prepared by the Expert Com-
mittee of Thanthai Periyar Cente-
nary Celebrations is to be released
in three parts and the first part of it
will be released before the end of
this year.

The book entitled “Periyar
Puratchi Mozhigal” containing the
golden sayings of Thanthai Periyar
has already been published at a sub-
sidised price. A proposal to transe
late this book into English is under
consideration. The biogranhy of




Thanthai Periyar in line drawings for
children is under preparation and is
expected to be published soon.

In memory of his Satyagraha to
fight against ~ untouchability at
Vaikam in Kerala State in the year
1922, it is proposcd to erect a life-

size statue of Thanthai Periyar with |

a park at Vaikom. Action is being

taken to complete this project with ;

the co-operation of the Government
of Kerala.

A proposal to construct a big !
Conference Hall in memory of |

Thanthai Periyar in Dravidian Archi-
tectural stylc and with modern faci-
lities in Madras City is being worked
out. Thanthai Periyar Centenary
Memorial Pillars will be erected in
each of the District Headquarters
and under this Project - the first
memorial pillar will be crected and
unveiled at Tiruchirappalli. The Gol-
den-sayings of Thanthai Periyar will
be inscribed in those Memorial Pillars.

Proposals to instal memorial stone
slabs in the prisons at Madras,
Tiruchirappalli and  Coimbatore
where Thanthai Periyar was impri-
sioned are alsc under consideration.

Exhibitions:

This department organises exhi-
bitions within the State and also
participates in exhibitions organised
in other States to portray the acti-
vities and achievements in various
departments.

The Government have decided
that public places owned by Govern-
ment and local bodies should not
be leased out to private individuals,

and organisations for holding exhi-

bitions, However, certain organisa-
tions likg. lo€al bodies and recog-
nised industrial, commercial and
educational institutions have been
permitted to organise exhibitions
in the public interest with the prior
permission of the Government.

This Department has organised
during the year 1980, Government
Chithirai Exhibition at Madurai
during April-June,  Government
Exhibition at Coimbatore during
March-May and the Government
Exhibition at Salem during July-
September. Various = Government
Departments, Government under-
takings and private sector under-
takings took part in these.exhibitionss
‘B Chithirai exhibition at Madurai
has been visited by over 6 lakhs per-
sons while Coimbatore and Salem

exhibitions attracted 10 lakhs and '

14 lakhs of "people respectively.
Government have earned an income
of Rs. 42.74 lakhs by these three
exhibitions. This department orga-
nised the World Tamil Conference
Exhibition at Madurai on S5th
January 1981 . Besides  being
beneficial to thousands of people,

regularly, it is proposed to purchase
two special types of vehicles, fitted
with Projector equipment at an esti-
mated cost of Rs. 1 lakh each. As
a first step, these vehicles will be
utilised in Madurai and Coimbatore
Districts. This scheme will be ex-

‘tended in stages to other districts.

By this, difficulties experienced in

the exhibitions conducted by the exhibiting Documen-tary. films in{

Government are being appre-
ciated by them. This Department
is conducting an exhibition for the
first time during this year at Tiruchi-
rappalli from 30th March onwards.

With a view to highlight the
Government schemes, developmen~
tal activities, etc., among the public,
-exhibitions are proposed to be con-
ducted by the Information Depart-
ment in the rural areas and it is
proposed to spend a sum of Rs. 2
lakhs towards the purchase of Exhi-
bition materials like display boards,
panels, etc. during the current year.

Proposal to construct an Audi-
torium at a cost of Rs. 25 lakhs at
Coimbatore is also under conside-
ration.

Information Centres:

The Information Centres at Mad-
ras and Madurai serve the public
by providing them information on
all general topics and on the
policies and achievements of Govern-
ment. Reading Rooms also function
at these centres.

To avoid the difficulties in exhi-
biting Documentaries and News-
reels in the Districts for want of
sufficient vehicles and to exhibit them
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 the convenience of

villages can be overcome  apd
there is bound to be an impressive
progress.

Memorials:

All residential places where leaders
of Tamil Nadu lived and where their
memorials have been erected have
been transferrcd to the administra-
tive control of Public (Information
and Public Relations) Department.

The Government have decided to
construct a shopping complex at the
Northern side of Valluvar Kottam
Madras, at an estimated cost of Rs.
16 lakhs and to develop a park and
children’s play ground at the South-
east side of Valluvar Kottam at an
estimated cost of Rs. 24 lakhs for
the visitors
to Valluvar Kottam. )

Proposals to instal a Statue of
Thiruvalluvar, who gave Kural, a
gospel for the entire humanity, so as
to attract International Tourists
at the minor rock adjacent to Vive-
kananda Rock Memorial at Kanniya-
kumari at an estimated cost of Rs.90
lakhs and to construct a Thiruvallu-
var Study Centre near Government
Guest House at Kanniyakumari
at an cstimated cost of Rs.95 lakhs,
are under consideration of the
Government.
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Developing the Anna Square by
providing a pathway on both sides
‘'with a roof of plants, construction
of a library building relaying the
speeches of Arignar Anna, renewal
of the brick floor at the entrance
etc., at an estimated cost of Rs.3.26
lakhs are under consideration of
the Government.

Construction of memorials to late
Athankottasan at Kanniyakumari,
Memorial for Subramania Siva at
Papparapatti, Vijayaraghawachariar
Memorial at Salem, Sheikuthambi
Pavalar Memorial at Kottaru near
Nagercoil in Kanniyakumari district,
Umaruppulavar Memorial at Etta-
yapuram, Sathiyamurthy Memorial

at Pudukkottai, Kambar Memorial = Y

at Madras are also under examina-
tion of the Government. A scheme
to erect a life size statue of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru at Madras and
taking over. the Bharathi Mani
Mandapam at Ettayapuram are-
under consideration of the Govern-
ment. The house where Arignar Anna
lived has been take n over by Govern-
ment and it is being maintained as
Anna’s Memorial .An exhibition
has been set up there with photos
depicting the various facets of Anna’s
x;emorable life and articles used by
im.

Tamil Arasu:

The Tamil Arasu Journal ‘(Tamil
and English) is a Publication of this
department. This journal was started
in July 1970 in Tamil as Fortnightly
and in English as Monthly. The
Journal projects the news and views
of the Government with special
emphasis on integrated plans and

.schemes. The average circulation of
Tamil fortnightly is 50,000 and that
of the English monthly is 3,000.
Tamil Arasu issue on Fifth World
Tamil Conference with attractive
photographs on cover pages and
,articles inside was very popular
among all people and was very much
appreciated. An additional 10,000
copies of the issue were sold
out in one or two days. Furthet,
English issue of this journal is being
sent to all Consulates General of
foreign countries. Foreign countries
like Malaysia, America and Fiji
islands have also subscribed for the
supply of this journal. Tamil Arasu
issue and other publications of In-
formation and Public Relations De-
partment are printed at the Tamil
Arasu Press which is under the con-
trol of this department.

The journals ‘Thittam’, a publi-
' cation. of the Government of India

and other departmental journals
‘Thirukoil’ (Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments  Depart-
ment’) ‘Uzhaippavar Ulagam’ (La-
bour Department), ‘Min Kudum-
bam’ (Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
‘Tamil Kalvi® (Education Depart-
ment’) are also printed here. From
January 1980, the printing - of
the journals of High Court of Judi-
cature “Theerpu Thirattu’ and Kutia
vazhakku u Thirattu’ are
undertaken by the press. In addition,
invitations, posters, pamphlets, fol-
ders, application forms, etc., of this
Government are printed in this press.




Kalaivanar Anngam,v Madras and
Anna Kalai Arangam, Vellore:

The Kalaivaranar Arangam,
Madras and Anna Kalai Arangam,
Vellore are run by this départment.
Besides according permission for
conduct of functions, film shows are
also conducted in Anna Kalai Aran--
gam, Vellore.

The air-conditioned Kalaivanar
Arangam is allotted for Govern-
~ment functions, private functions
and for cultural programmes. When
there are no functions, film shows
at the rate of two shows per day are
permitted subject to certain condi-
tions. In recent years, due to the
above scheme, the income for the
Arangam has incrcased. Rent is
collected from private organisa-
tions at appropriate rates. But
concessional rates are allowed for
‘Government departments.

The Rajaji Hall, Gandhi Illam
and Seerani Arangam are under the
administrative control of this De-
partment.

Subsidy to Feature Films:

The high cost of production and
the decline in the quality of films
produced are among the problems
faced by the Film Industry in this
State. To encourage production of
quality Tamil Films based on natio-
nally desirable themes and welfare
of the people, the Government are
offering financial assistance of Rs.1
lakh each to five films every year.
A committee constituted for the pur-
pose advises the Government in the
selection of films.

Awards to best Films and Artists:

In order to encourage production
of Tamil Films of aesthetic and
technical excellence, a scheme of
annual State Awards has again been
introduced from the financial year
1978-79. By this scheme, best among
the feature films, documentaries
and children’s films, artistes ,techni-
cians, etc., are being chosen and
presented cash awards and prizes.
The seleciion is made by a Committee
constituted for this purpose.

The Second International Child-
ren’s Film Festival is to be conducted
by the Children’s Film Society of
India at Bombay during 14-23 of
November this year at Madras.
Children’s Film Society has approa-
ched this Government to provide
necessary assistance to it in this re-
gard. The proposal of issuing neces-
sary orders in the matter are under
consideration of the Government..

g

Institute of Film and Television
Technology:

The Institute of Film Technology
was started in 1948 and has expan-
ded considerably since then. Its ob-
Jects are to impart- training in all
bianches of film production and
allied subjects, to award diplomas
to successful candidates, to educate
the public to appreciate the . great
potentialities of the medium of film
for entertainment and education
and to maintain a research centre for
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films. An advisory commuitiee con-

sisting of officials and non-
officials associated with
the film industry offers advice to the
Institute. The Institute offers courses
in Cinematography, Sound Record-
ing, Film Processing, Direction and
Screen Play Writing, Editing and
Acting and Tclevision Tcchnology,
During the curient year, it is pro-
poscd to purchasc Processing and
Printing equipments at a cost of
Rs. 3 lakhs and a Medium Heavy
Duty vehicles for outdoor shooting
at a cost of Rs. 3.5 lakhs.

TN

B INSTITUTE OF F CHNOLOGY
R L 1L L LT M R B i

:,l'




§
|3

The shooting floors and the equip-
ments in the Institute of Film Tech-
nology arc also offered on hire to

rivate producess interested in shoot-
ing films. In addition to getting some
revenue, this gives opportunities
to the students to observe and work
with Teputed technicians in the in-
dustry. Various steps to improve
the facilities offcred to products
have been taken so that the shooting
floors arc fully utilised by private
producers.

The Tamil Nadu Film Division:

The Tamil Nadu Films Division
produces news bulletins covering
important programmes in the State
depicting developmental activities
of the Government and public func-
tions and relcases them through
the Films Division of the Govern-
ment of India. In addition, docu-
mentary films are also produced
for the Government dcpartments
highlighting their activitics to cdu-
cate the people. Copies of 16 mm.
are supplicd to the units of the In-
formation and Public Relations De-
spartment in the districts for screen-
ing in the rural arcas to cducate the
messes. Copics are also being sup-
plicd to the Statc Information Centre
for screening in slums and labour
colonies in Madras city.

An extent of 3.47 acres of lands
worth about Rs. 2.25 lakhs has been
given to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting of The Gévern-
ment of India frce of cost to set up
a T.V. Rclay Station at Kodaikkanal
in Madurai District. By this T.V.
Relay Station, T. V. programmes
of Madras T.V. Centre can be
seen by the people in the entire dis-
tricts of Madurat, Periyar, Coim-
batore, Thiruchirappalli and Puduk-
kottai. T.V. Priogrammes can also
be scen in parts of arcas in Rama-
nathapuram. Thirunelveli, Thanja-
vur, Salem and Nilgiris Districts
which are in 180 KM radius fiom
Kodaikkanal.

Further, at the instance of Tamil
Nadu Government, Central Govern-
ment have taken action to set up
a Radio Station at Madueai. In
order to set up this Station quickly
lands and other assistance required
for the purposcs are being provided
by this Government. Radio Station
at Tirunelveli is nog being main-
tained only as a Relay Station and
this Government is rendering neces-
sary assistance to thc Government
of India to take suitable steps to

1,
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convert this Station as a full-fledged
permanent Radio Station.

Tamil Nadu Theatre Corporation,
Madras.

The Tamil Nadu Theatre Corpo-
ration which was incorporated in
1972 is a wholly Government owned
Private Limitcd Company. The main
object of -the Corporation is to ren-
der financial assistance for the cons-
truction of semi-permanent theatres
in Tamil Nadu, for their conversion
into permanent theatres, for con-
struction of new permanent theatres,
touring and open air cinemas, for
purchase of equipments, etc. neces-
sary for such theatres. The financial
resources of the Corporation eon-
sist of paid-up CAPITAL of Rs.
35.00 lakhs fully subscribed for by the
Government of Tamil Nadu besides
Government’s long  term loan
Rs. 15.00 lakhs.

As on date, there are 82 valid
sanctions. Of these 72 loanees have
completed construction of the thea-
tres and- arc cxhibiting films. The
maximum amount payable is Rs.1.20

lakhs per theatre and proposals -

to cnhance this to Rs. 2 lakhs are
under consideration. The Corpora-
tion has so far sanctioned a loan of
Rs. 94.23 lakhs.

Loans sanctioned by this Coi-
poration for construction of Semi-
permanent theatres, amount collec-
ted and loans yet to be collected are
as follows:— '

(RUPEES
IN
LAKHS.)

Loan amount sanctioned
by the Corporation for
consti uction of Semi-Per-
manent theatres. 85.40
Number of persons bene-
fitted T7persons

Defaulters who evaded répayment
of loan and obtained stay oiders
from the Court 25persons

Amount yet to be collected from
these persons:—

(RUPEES

IN LAKHS)

Principal 20.27
Interest 19.01
Penal Interest 3.78

Districtwise number of theatres
that are conducting film shows on
completion of construction:—

6

Districts. NW
: of
Theatres.
O @
Chengalpattu o 15
Coimbatore ‘ .. 4
Dharmapuri .. 2
Madurai ;
North Arcot .. 14
Pudukkottai 3
Ramanathapuram 6
Salem 4
-South Arcot 3
Thanjavur 2
Tirunelveli . . 6
Tiruchirappalli 5
'Periyar . s i 1
Total 72

ADMINISTRATION OF TAMIL
NADU CINEMAS (REGULA-
TIONS) ACT, 1955 AND TAMIL
NADU CINEMAS (REGULA-
TIONS) RULES, 1957.

Film Industry serves as a source
of entertainment to most of the
people in  Tamil Nadu parti-
cularly to poor and middle class
people besides being a source of in-
come to the panchayats and Munici-
palitics and also to some extent to
the Government. To encourage the
development of the film industry,
Government of Tamil Nadu simpli-
fied the outmoded rules and regu
lations so as to increase the setting
up of Theatres. At the same time,
this Government have enforced
strict regulations so as to ensute
all the requisite facilities and pro-
tection are provided to cinema
going public. The working group
on National Film Policy set up by
the Government of India had sug-
gested that the subject “Cinemas”
may be taken to the “Concurrent
List” from the “State list”. This
was also discussed at the Conference
of the State Ministers for informa-
tion held in November 1980. This
Government have informed the

-Government of India that there is

no need for such a move as all the
States particularly this Government
have been taking measures towards
the growth of film industry.
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Thiru P. KULANDAIVELU
Minister for Local Administration

The Community Development Programme was launched to
provide an integrated all round development of rural areas. The
programme aimed at scientific methods of agricultural and animal
husbandry practices, development of village and cottage industries
and raising the standard of living in the country side. The emphasis
was on the felt needs of the people and inculcating community
sense and community participation. Investments made however
could not keep pace with the needs. Despite threc decades of deve-
lopment, the felt needs of most of the villages remained a far cry.

GENESIS OF SELF SUFFICIENCY SCHEME.

Anguished at the sight of womenfolk trekking a few kilometres
to fetch a few pots of drinking water, children studying at places

E which are not fit to be called schools and the weary farmer walking

several kilometres for disposing of his farm products for want of
communication facilities, the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu conceived
the concept of Self sufficiency to provide basic minimum needs
within a short time span.

METHODOLOGY:

The immensity of the problem is such that it will take more {
‘than a decade to fulfil the needs in the normal course. Development

A

NEW DEAL
ON THE

RURAL
FRONT

however cannot wait. Villages have to be brought into the mains-
tream of national life, by hastening the creation of rural infrastruc-
ture. It was therefore decided to complete the scheme in a:short
span of three to four years beginning from 1980-81. In the first stage
69 blocks were selected, which were already enjoying the benefits
of Intcgrated Rural Development Programme. The idea was to
supplement beneficiary oriented Integrated Rural Development
Programme with Integrated Area Planning to provide employment
support to the poor and disadvantaged group in villages and to raise
their standard of living by providing them access to basic minimum
needs. The second stage of the programme is expected to cover
about 150 blocks during 1981-82 and the remaining 157 blocks
during 1982-83. The names of Blocks in the first and second stages
are given in Annexure I The significance of the scheme could be-
gauged from the fact that the Chief Minister himself conducted
two State Level Meetings along with his cabinet colleagues to
review  the targets set forth, funds required, time schedule to
complete the targets, requirement of personnel to implement the
programme, materjals required, adequacy or otherwise of the
procedures and “regulations in the execution of works and

resource mobilisation on the part of local bodies to meet —
s

their share of contribution - under this gigantic  scheme.



Though therc was pessimism about completing the first stage of
programme in 69 blocks before March 1981, the Chief Minister
dispelled speculation and hoped that the scheme should be comple-
ted in its entirety, given the will, determination and dedication on
the part of implementing agencies, notwithstanding the scarcity
in the availability of materials like cement, steel and pipes for
water supply works. The works programme is implemented with
an element of local bodies contribution to infuse the idea of their
participation in the programme.

- PHYSICAL TARGETS:

An intensive survey in all the 376 Blocks before launching the
scheme has revealed the extent of amenities to be provided as indi-
ted below:

WATER SUPPLY:

Out of 47075 habitations in Tamil Nadu, 12603 habitations have
yet to be provided with drinking water supply sources. Habitations
have been classified into six categories based on the extent of scar-
city and the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board has been
entrusted with this stupendous task to be completed in three years.

LINK ROADS

"There are several habitations which do not have motorable
roads and one has to walk the distance from the main highway on a
winding irregular footpath catrved on, bunds of paddy fields. It is
proposed to provide link roads to all such villages besides improving
the existing roads to make them fair weather roads.

For habitations upto 500, it is proposed to form and
improve 12,264 Km of link roads by gravelling. For habitations
with population between 500 to 1500, improvements, like metalling-
for 17,302 Km will be undertaken.

CULVERTS:

To provide cross drainage facilities in the link roads, it is pro-
posed to provide 27718 culverts.

PATHWAYS TO ADI DRAVIDA HABITATIONS:

Cartying the dead through thorny bushes and over field bunds
and walk across in tanks in hipdeep water is a common sight in some
Adi Dravida colonies for want of pathways to burial grounds. The
scheme proposes to form roads to burial grounds for a length of
5268 KM. i

SCHOOL BUILDINGS:

Out of 23,257 elementary and highet elementary schools,
2,572 schools are run in temporary sheds and rental buildings. It is
proposed to construct 2,572 new buildings for these schools and
4,561 additional buildings for schools which have in-sufficient
accommodation.
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MINOR IRRIGATION:

It is proposed to standardise 12,226 minor irrigation tanks
with ayacuts below 100 acres.

RURAL DISPENSARIES AND MATERNITY CENTRES:

Most of these centres are runin rented buildings. It is proposed
to provide buildings for 455 rural dispensaries and 1262 Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres.

ADIDRAVIDA HOUSING:

Thousands of Adidravida families have no houses of their
own and live in small huts. These families will be cencouraged to
build their own houses through co-operative housing loans.

_0 'UNDING:
) e L GRS A i
The physical targets set out above will require Rs. 290-00 WAYS AND MEANS ADVANCE: s
rores to usher in Self-sufficiency in all the 376 blocks by the end of ’
982-83, as shown in Annexure II.  For the first stage of the pro- Blocks will have to meet 5 to 60 per cent of the outlay proposed
ramme the outlay proposed is Rs. 45.41 crores as shown below: as their share of contribution and on an average each Block will
_ have to meet Rs. 10 lakhs as its share. As most of the Blocks are
{Rs. in lakhs) not financially endowed to bear this huge outlay, Government have
1. Water Supply N 2100.00 :ﬁ;itl:hl:—i l;}agz nt;i ;2; 0tll]me of Rs. 359 lakhs to Blocks to meet
_ 2. Link Roads . 1221.00 '
3. Culverts ) w 138.00 NEW SCHEMES:
4. Pathways to burial grounds of
o0 DUFE EFGUILES & The concept of Self-sufficiency has been slightly expanded by
Adidravida colonies e 143.00 s . g .
LoLE including programmes like construction of Panchayat Office-cum-
5. Improvements to irrigation sources .. 23.00 . d public latri f A
Rt Dilasensaies 840 recreation centres and public latrines for women in rural areas.
. / P ! . . The former is necessary for the congregation of village people for
7. Maternity .& .Chlld Welfare Centres .. 91.00 social activity, such as conducting mahila mandal meetings, Youth
8. SChO(?l Bulldmgs. ‘ o 545.00 Club meetings etc. The Village Panchayats do not have buildings
‘9, Housing for Adi Dravidas . 252.00 of their own in most of the places. Hence a programme to construct

—_— about 41 buildings initially at a cost of Rs. 15 lakhs has been taken
4541.40 up. Similarly Government felt the need for latrines to women in
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rural areas who suffer for want yof privacy. Hence

construction of 5 A
the 69 self-sufficiency scheme Blocks, where water supply is available,

at a cost of Rs. 8.74 lakhs has been taken up.
MATERIALS /| MACHINERY:

This gigantic scheme depends for its success on the timely avail-
ability of materials and machinery and their requirements for the
first two stages of self-sufficiency scheme are as follows:

First stage Second stage
1. Cement 43,410 M.T.  1,31,000 M.T.
2. Steel 2,962 M.T. 8,620 M.T.
3. A.C.Pipes 1,810 M.T. 3,018 M.T.
4. P.V.C.Pipes 2,600 M.T. 5,700 M.T.
S. G. 1 Pipes 13,322 M.T. 18,628 M.T.
6. Roqad Rollers SOnumbers 150numbers

Thanks to the efforts of Chief Minister of Tamilnadu
and Minister for Local Administration, adequate quantities of

two four seater public latrines in each of <9

‘e

-

& e . . . . . o e .
=~ & == . enormous increase in work, a special Engineering sub division has
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cement and steel were made available for the first stage of

.7\ blocks. Adequate quant'ty of pipes for water supply works were

procured with the efforts of Minister for Labour and with
the help of Govt. of India. As regards power rollers, Blocks with
surplus funds have been encouraged to go in for these, besides
permitting the Highways Department to acquire some more power
rollers and stone crushers.

ADMINISTRATIVE SET UP:

The Block occupies pivotal role in implementing this massive
, brogramme. On an average, each block has works for Rs. 60 lakhs
which is six to eight times their normal allotment. To cope with the

. been sanctioned to all the Self-sufficiency Blocks headed by an

Assistant Divisional Engineer. Additional posts of Assistant Engi-
neers and Overseers have been sanctioned to these Blocks as per
the existing norms. One Additional Block Development Officer will
be posted to each of these Blocks to enable the reguiar Block
Development Officer to fully concentrate on this scheme. Clerical
and accounting assistance have also been provided to these Blocks,
as well as at Divisional and District Offices.

The entire Block machinery is geared up to this mammoth
task of bringing the targets within realms of reality.

At the State Level one post of Joint Director has been created.
He will be in charge of monitoring Self-sufficiency Scheme and also
the works programme including National Rural Employment Pro-
gramme and Employment Guarantee Scheme.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT:

Adequate technical support is a sine qua non for the success
of the programme. Government have created 69 sub divisions at
Block Level with Asst. Divisional Engineer with complementary
staff, for the technical supervision and check measurement of
works.
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MONITORING
High Power Committee at State ‘Level

To review the scheme and coordinate the activities of various

'development departments involved in implementation, a State High

Power Committec has been Constituted with the Chief Secretary as
Chairmanand Secretaries of Departments concerned as members,
with the Commissioner and Secretary to Government, Rural
Development and Local Administration Department as its convenor.
Similarly District Committees have been formed with officials and
non-officials with Collector as Chairman to review the scheme
periodically.

The progress is reviewed by Collectors once a week. At the
State Level, the progress is reviewed once in a month. The Chief
Minister is apprised of the progress every month. This frequent
monitoring has helped to keep up the tempo and also to sort out the
problems encountered by the District Collectors in the field.

EVALUATION:

The Directorate of Evaluation and Applied Research has been
entrusted with the task of concurrent evaluation of the scheme.
Technical Audit cells with an Assistant Divisional Engineer/Assistant
Executive Engineer created under Food for Work Programme have
also been empowered to oversee and supercheck works under

this scheme.

INTEGRATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMMES:

The concept of Self-sufficiency does not stop with the mere
strengthening of the infrastructural base. Sufficient precautions have
been taken to see that the delivery systems and the level of services

to the weaker sections particularly Women and children in the 2

Selected Blocks are maintained at optimum levels. There is
horizontal integration in the programmes like Integrated Rural

Development, National Rural Employment Programme etc. for !

obtaining package of services to the common man.

Scheol buildings:

ADVANCE PLAN OF ACTION

First batch of blocks will complete their programme by 31.3.1981.
The second batch of 150 blocks will enter the programme by 1-4-81.
Advance action to identify the works, preparation of estimates etc.
has already been undertaken in the second batch of 150 blocks.
Additional technical staff has been sanctioned to undertake the pre-
paratory works.

CONCLUSION:

Self Sufficiency scheme in short represents an integrated area-
development project, taking into account all aspects of develop-
ment planning for the total welfare of the community. The sum total
of the benefits accruing from this New Deal would be larger through
irteraction of other weltare measures, and streamlining of delivery
systems and levels of services to the weaker sections than merely
the additive sum. Rural areas are experiencing a new dynamism
and regeneration and the much needed facelift. Self-sufficiency
scheme has thus proved to be a magic formula for the transformation
of the rural infrastructural base to make rural living meaningful.
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Chingleput District

R

Maduranthagam
Kunrathur
Kancheepuram
Uthiramerur
Sriperumbudur

North Arcot District

[
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Thiruvannamalai
Kilpennathur
Thurinjapuram
Polur
Kalasapakkam

South Arcot District

11.

T12.
13.

14;

15.

Kandamangalam
Thirunavalur
Ulundurpet
Mlailam
Mangalur

Tiruchirapalli District

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Veppur
Alathur
Uppiliapyram
Jayamkondan
K. Paramathi
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The Nilgiris District

Thanjavur District

21.
22.

23.
24.
25.

Kottur
Thiruthuraipoondi
Kuttalam
Budalur
‘Kilvelur

Pudukottai District

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Thirumayam
Annavasal
Arimalam
Viralimalai
Kunnandarkoil

Salem District

31.

32.
33.

34.

3s.

Thalaivasal
Kolathur
Namagiripettai
Thiruchengode
Kadayampatti

Dharmapuri District

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Pennagaram
Morappur
Pappreddipatti
Hosur

Thalli

41.
42.
43.
44,

Gudalur
Udagamandalam
Kothagiri
Coonoor

Madurai District

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Ramanathapuram District

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

Periakulam
Bodinaickanur
Nilakottai
Palani
Dindigul

Kariapatti
Vembakottai
Rajapalayam
Ramanathapuram
Bogalur

Kanyakumari District

55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Agastheeswaram

Rajakkamangalam
Kurunthankode
Killiyoor
Munchirai

¥ Stegt

Chingleput District

Tirunelveli District

60. Ottapidaram
61. Vilathikulam
62. Sankarankoil

63. Pudur 1.” Ellapuram
64. Karunkulam 2. Tiruporur
3. Walajabad
Coimbatore District 4. Tiruvellore
_ 5. Poondi
65. Annur 6. Tiruvalangadu
66. Avinasi 7. Pallipet
67. Pollachi (South) 8. Tirukazhukundram
9, Chithamur
10. Tiruttani

Periyar District

68. Kangayam
69. Sathyamangalam

North Arcot District

11. Al;konam
12. Sholingur
13. Natrampalli

14. Anaicut
15. West Arani
16. Timiri

17. K.V. Kuppam
18. Gudiyatham
19. Pernampet

20. Alangayam
21. Kandili

22. Pudupalayam
23. Anakkavur

24. Vandavasi
25. Thellar
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62. Panamarathupatti 92. Thoppani patti 121; Na} ikudi
63. - Vennandur 93. Kodaikanal 122. Kadaladi
64. Puduchatram | 94. Chinnamanur 123. Mudukalathur
65. Paramathy it 95, - Kallikudi 124.  Aruppukottai
66. Sankari Il 96. Usilampatti 125. Sakkottai
. L. 97. Tiruparankundram 126. Devakottai
Coimbatore District T 98. Madurai West 127. Paramakudi
. ; 99. Kottampatti 128. Mandapam
67. Karamadai 100. Kuzilamparai | 129. Tiruppulani
68. Thondamuthvr I 130. Tiruchuli
69. Kinathukadavu ) ~ 131, Srivilliputhur
I
70. Ma.d.athukulam I Tri chy District
71. Pongalur _
2 Pa}ladam 101, Thanthoni Tirunelveli Diistrct
73. Sulur . 102. Thathieagarpettai_
ama . B i 74. Madukaral 103. Thuraiyur 132. Kayatharu
g P —— : A - 3 133. Koilpatti
Sonth Arcot District 44. Kelamangalam . L 104. Pullambadi patti
’ ' 45. Krishnagiri Periyar District 105, Aravakurichi 134, Melaneelithanallur
26. Melmalayanur 46. Veppanapalli 106. Manaparai 135, Manur
27. Thiagadurgam 47 Burgur 75.  Kundadam 107. Perambalur 136. Radhapuram
— 28. Nallur 48. Dharmapuri 76. Dharapuram 108. Ariyalur 137. Valliyur
(S - 29. Panruti 49, Nallampall 71.  Mulanur 109. Andimadam 138. Tiruchendur
30. Melbhuvanagiri 50. Uthangarai 78. Uthul_(ull 110. Manikandam 139. Tuticorin
31. Keerapalayam 79. Andhiyur o 140." Tenkasi
32. Sankarapuram - 80. Nambiyur . . 141. Kadayam
38. Vridhachalam 81. Bhavanisagar Thanjavur District 142, Cheranmaliadevi -
34. Chenji ' ) 82. Thalavadi 111. Koradacheri 143. Nanguneri
35. Marakkanam Salem District: . 112. Peravurani .
36. Kanai ' N 113. Needamangalam Pudukottai Distirct
37. Cuddalore 51. Omalur' K _-_@'ladum District 114. Valangaiman
38. Kurinjipadi : 52. Peddanalc!(enpalayam . v 115, Sirkali 144. POfmamara vatht
39. Komaratchi 53. Gangavalli 83. Andipatti 116. Vedaranyam : 145.  Thiruvarankulam
40. Chinna salem 54, Erumfnpattl 84. Scdapaltl' 117. Madukkur 146. Gandarvakottai
41. Rishivandiyam 55. Elashiplayam 85. Kallupatti 18 Tiravonam 147. Karambakudi
42, Kallakurichi -l 56. Edapadi 86. Bathlagundu 148. Avudayarkoil
57. Nangavllai _ 87. Alanganallur
! 58. Mecheri , 88. Madurai E?.Sl Ramanathapuram District Kanyakumari District
Dharmapuri District 59. Yercaud : 89. Shanarpatti !
: ' 60. Veerapandi 90. Reddiarchitram 119. Tiruvadanai 149. Thovala -
43. Shoolagiti i 61. Ayodhiyapattinam 91. Oddanchatram 120, llayangudi 150. Melpuram
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The State Government attach
considerable importance to the pro-
“motion of Industries and while imple-
menting this object emphasis has
been laid on dispersal location, for
the basic objective of the Govern-
ment is to bring about a meaningful
change in the lives of thousands of
poor and helpless masses in rural
areas. The Government is not for
either a dogmatic or sectoral
approach to this major task.

Though Tamil Nadu has not been
endowed by nature with most of
the basic raw materials or natural
fuel resources, the State has been
able to take rapid strides in Indus-
trialisation in recent times. A com-
mendable growth rate has been achi-
eved in the Small Scale Industries.
They cover a very wide range of In-
dustries such as Iron and Steel goods,
light engineering, mathematical and
scientific instruments, Glass and
Ceramics, electrical and electronic
goods, agro-industrial instruments
and appliances, typewriters and cal-
culating machines, etc.,

While the major role is envisaged
to Cottage and Small Industries, the
importance of large and medium
scale industries have also not been
lost sight of. Government are aware
of the need of stabilising and main-
taining the growth of large scale
Industries.

The registration figures of units in
- the Small Scale sector has gone up
from about 3000 in 1961 to 18,789
at the end of March 1977 and to
32,681 by the end of October 1980.

INDUSTRIA

These provide employment approxi-
mately to 4 lakh people.

ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRO-
" NIC INDUSTRY

The electrical and  electronic
units in the Small Scale Sector in
Tamil Nadu manufacture a variety
of items such as switchgear, compo-
nents, distribution  transformers,
transformer components,  motor
switchgear, household accessories,
electrical appliances, electrical hard-
ware, wires and other electrical items
like medical electronic equipment,
power system instruments, radio,
receivers, television -sets, carradios,
P.A. systems, special display and
central systems for space research,
special antennae, process control
instruments in professional compo-
nents and instruments. Over 80 per
cent of these, particularly thosein
the electronics field, have come up
during the last ten years. Besides;
a number of sub-assemblies and
systems required for public sector
projects as Hindustan Teleprinters,
Indian Telephone Industries and
Space Centre are made by units run
by highly qualified enterpreneurs.

The significant feature of the Small
Scale Electrouics Sector is its product
line which include entertainment
electronics, professional components,
electronic measuring and testing in-.
struments, calculators and medical
electronics equipments. The process:
control electronics instruments made
in the State have a very wide use in
Steel projects, fertilizer complexes,
textiles mills, and furnances and’
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nuclear plants. Some of the more

specialised items developed in the
Small Scale Electronic industry in
Tamilnadu are the special antenna
system, manipulators for nuclear
plants, frequency control monitors
for power supply systems, instru-
ments, computer trainers, pressure
and temperature transducers, ferrites,
and power sources. Some more units
engaged in mining electronics, micro-
processors and agri-electronics are
expected to come up in the nexttwo
years. o

One of the interesting features of
the development of electronics- in
Tamilnadu is that along with the
basic electronics industry, the other
ancillaries and feeders like plastics,
plating, screen_printing, sheet metal
precision fasteners, special -rubber
parts and packaging have also been
encouraged in a systematic manner
to foster the electronics culture in
select growth centres like Adyar,
Hosur, Coimbatore, Madurai and
Tiruchirappalli. ‘

ELECTRONICS CORPORATION

The Government has set up a
separate corporation under the name
of Electronics Corporation of Tamil
Nadu Limited with a view to pro-
mote and develop electronics and
allied industries in the State. It has
identified the following five sophisti-
cated lines to be taken up as public
or Joint sector projects.

Patient monitoring systems,
electro-cardiograms and
phono-cardipgrams :

a.




b. Director entry devices for’
computer systems:

¢.  Mini printers for electronic
calculators;

d. Handsets, head-sets and hand-
-gear assembly for tele-com-
munication system; and

e.  Environmental pollution and

health
ments.

CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

monitoring  instru-

Chemical industries have develo-
ped in Tamilnadu more or less on
the same pattern as in the whole of
India .There is considerable scope
for further development of chemical
Industries in the large scale sector
in Tamilnadu such as alcohol-based
industries, agro-based industries,
mineral-based industries and in the
manufacture of basic drugs, dyes-
tuff and pesticides, insecticides and
weedicides.

According to the all-India report
on the Census of Small Scale Indus-
tires conducted in 1972, there were
11,837 chemical units in the country
out of 139,577 registered units, con-
stituting about 8.5 per cent of the
total registered units. In Tamilnadu
out of 16,002 registered units, 1,608
were chemical Units constituting

+10 per cent of the total registered

units. If, chemical allied units such

as food products, beverages, rubber
and plastics etc. are taken into
account, the total number of Chemi-
cal-allied Small Scale Units in the
State was 5,473 out of the total of:
16,002 registered units, which works
out to 34 percent. - )

MATCH INDUSTRY

In 1977-78, there were 2200 match
factories in the State which rose to:

-
5

about 3000 at the end of March 1981.
At the end of 1978, there were 17
societies and now there are 69
societies. In  1980-81, 6 small
match  service industrial co-
operative societies have been orga-
nised with an employment potential
of 20,000. Under a scheme where
financial assistance from Govern-
ment is not involved, 11 match ser-
vices societies have also been regis-
tered.

LEATHER INDUSTRY

Leather industry occupies a uniq-
ue position in Tamilnadu’s economy.,
This traditional industry which pro-
vides employment to weaker sec-
tions of the community is labour
intensive and figure among the ex-

port-oriented industries. In 1975-76,
Rs. 185 crores worth of leather and
leather goods were exported from
India and this rose to Rs. 425.38
crores in 1979-80. The share of
Tamilnadu has been Rs. 134 crores in
1975-76 and Rs. 309-47 crores in

“1979-80. Tamilnadu is known for its

traditional East India tanned hides

and skins.

There are about 800 tanneries in°
India out of which 400 are in
Tamilnadu and they form the bulk
of the leather trade in the country.
The tanneries are located in a few.
districts of the State. The largescale
and small scale tanneries are located
in Madras,Chengalpattu and Tiruchi-
rapalli Districts, Vaniyambadi, Am-
bur, Pernambut and Ranipet in
North Arcot District; Erode in
Periyar District and Dindigul in
Madurai District. Every year, nearly
Rs. 200 crores worth of East India
tanned hides and skins are exported
from this part of Madras.

The Vaniyambadi Leather Finish-
ing Servicing Industrial Co-opera-
tive Society provides facilities tc
small tanners. Two societies, one at
Ranipet in North Arcot District and
the other at Dindigul in Madurai
District have also been oragnised.
Two more societies one each ’'at

Pallavaram in Chengalpattu District
and Pernambut in North Arcot
District are expected to come up
shortly.
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The first functional Industrial
,Estate set up in July, 1964 at Madha-
|varam,
Leather Industry, has now 24 small
scale leather units engaged in the
manufacture of finished leather
goods, foot wear leather aids,
microcellulose rubber and sheets
and rubber soles for foot wear manu-
facture. This estate is now managed
|by the Tamilnadu Small Industries
Development Corpoiation. The
Tamil Nadu Small Industries Cor-
ration is also running a finished
leather unit at Vinnamangalam.

COIR INDUSTRY

Tamilnadu comes third in area
under coconut cultivation and second
in the coconut production in the
country and there are about, 1,08,900
hectares under coconut cultivation,
with an estimated yield of 1,094,9
million nuts per year. In 1979 there
were 10 Coir Co-operative Socicties
in the State, providing direct employ-
ment to about 1,655 Coir workers,
137 Coir Units have been engaged
in the State in the extraction of Brown
fibre fron unretted husks, which
forms the basic raw material for
Coir products.

Their total- investment is of the
order of Rs. 220 lakhs and they pro-
duce 20,550 MTS of Brown fibre
per year. They directly employ
about 3,000 workers, both men and
women, all the year around. These
units have come as a blessing to
about 30,000 workers in the Coir

for the Development of faced by the units in snelling brown

Sector mn the rural areas. With a
view to solving marketing problems

fibre, the Tamilnadu State Central
Coir Marketing Industrial Co-opera-
tive Sociely was organised at Thanja-
vur. Tamilnadu is producing about .
14,000 MTS of white fibre.

During 1980-81, the Government
had approved a scheme for the
establishment of 10 Co-operatives
(4 under White Fibre Sector and 6
under Brown Fibre Sector) with
a financial assistance of Rs. 10
lakhs towards state participation
in the share capital structure and
Rs. 4.70 lakhs as loan assistance for
the purchase of machinery .Ac¢cord
ingly these 10 Coir Industrial Co
opzratives have been registered. Apart -
from the plan schemes one mor
society was also registered. Out of
these 11 societies, there are 2 societie:
exclusively for the welfare of Adi
Dravidas .These societies will pro
vide an additional direct employ
ment to about 1,100 workers,of which
109 will be for Adi Dravidas.

INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATIVES

There were 294 societies upto 1977
which- provided direct employmen
to about 23,000 persons. They pro-
duced and sold goods worth Rs 1,052 |
lakhs and Rs. 1,297 lakhs respecti-
vely. In 1979-80, the number of
societies rose to 559 which preducec
and sold goods worth Rs. 2, 489.3!
lakhs and Rs. 2,874.25 lakhs res
pectively. These societies had pro



vided employment to about 91,000
persons.

There are 12 Industrial Co-opera-
tive tea factories in the State with
a membership of 6,190 small tea’
growers. Tea is grown in an area of
12, 846 acres of land under the co-
operative fold. The industrial co-
operative Tea Factories sold tea
worth Rs. 719.10 lakhs during 1979-

80.

DISTRICT INDUSTRIES
CENTRES

Consequent on the formation of
District Industries Centres, about
4,700 small scale units commenced
production in ths 14 districts
and - over 40,000 persons were
provided employment. These
Centres have been able to get finan-
cial assistance through Banks to
the tune of Rs. 577 lakhs and it was
given in respect of 2,360 cases.

SALT INDUSTRY

Tamilnadu stands second in salt
production in the country. The
State Research Station for Salt and
Marine Chemicals at Tuticorin is in
close collaboration with the Central
Salt and Marine Chemical Research
Institute, Bhavanagar for develop-
ing industries for marine chemicals
especially from bitterns that now
go waste in the large scale salt
factories. =~ The Tamilnadu Salt
Corporation plays a vital role in
developing salt industry and salt-
based chemicals in the State.

TINY SECTOR
With a view to encourage the

growth of tiny sector industries in
the rural areas of the State, tiny

- sheds are constructed and the emp-

loyment potential will be of the

. order of 700 persons.

INDICATORS OF PROGRESS

The index on Industrial preduc-
tion which stood at 140.5 (based on
New Series  1970-100 showing an
increase of only 2.1 per cent in 1977)
rose to 164.1 recording an increase

of 16.8 percent in 1978. Cement’

production showed an increase of
10 percent as against 5.9 percent
decline during 1977. Similarly, auto-
mobile chasis which suffered a
decline of 15.7 per cent during 1977
achieved 38.8 per cent decline and
11.5 increase in cotton yarn 62.7
decline and 144.2 per cent increase
in brakes, 28.9 percent decline and
51.9 percent increase in dry cells
during 1977 and 1978 respectively.
The aggregate domestic product
from the manufacturing sector rose
in the state from Rs. 85.413 lakhs
in 1975-76 to Rs. 99.821 " lakhs in
1977-78. The number of units
registered during the first four
months of 1979 also reveals this
encouraging trend in that 129
units have besn registered in this
State.

The textile mills in private, public
and co-operative sectors have em-
barked. on implementing moderni-
sation programmes. There is spurt
in setting up of new mills and
expansion of existing ones. During
1978-79 alone, new mills with
5,72,810 spindles have been permit-
ted to come up.

The State’s share in the country’s
sugar production in 1977-78 stood
at 7.23 per cent which was only
4.22 per cent in 1975-76 and 6-85
per cent in 1976-77. The improve-
ment in sugarcane production -was
significant. Sugarcane produced in

1978-79 was 179.2 lakh  tonnes
against 119.36 lakh tonnes in
1975-76.

Ak

-Corporations

There was phenomenal increase
in capacity utilisation. In 1975-76
it was 38 per cent and in 1978-79
(sugar year) it jumped upto 84 per

cent. :

There was marked increase in
the quantity of cane' crushed and
production of sugar. Against 19.69
lakhs tonnes of cane crushed in
1978-79 the sugar  production
rose from 1.80 lakh tonnes to 4.921
lakh tonnes.

The mineral deposit has been
estimated as an encouraging pro-
position and to capitalise the wealth
in favour of the State. Mining
and trading activities have. been
entrusted with the State owned
viz. Tamil Nadu
Minerals Limited and Tamil Nadu
Magnesite Corporation Limited.

Tamilnadu is one of the few States
where a comprehensive assistance
programme for the development of
Industry is in operation.Emphasis
has been on infrastructure develop-
ment for Small Scale Units and it
can be safely said that basic ame-
nities have been so provided that -
new units could emerge and grow
almost in any part of the State.

In this State of Tamil Nadu,
the industrial growth is quite
impressive headed as it is by
our popular and dynamic Chief
Minister, Hon’ble Thiru M. G.
Ramachandran. His humanitarian
approach toall the problems more
particularly in regard to labour -
welfare and industrial growth is
instrumeéntal in  creating - peaceful
and co-operative labour "relations
which in turn helps to create good
investment climate both ‘in the
Public and Private sectors.
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According to a Survey conduc]
ted by the Government of Tami
Nadu in 1974, there were about
2,35,000 physically handicapped.
The Survey did not include those

-physically handicapped due to lep-

rosy and the mentally retarded. If
these are included, the number of
physically handicapped and mentally
retarded will be well over 10 lakhs.

Of - the  physically handicapped
covered by the Survey, 49.29, were
orthopaedically handicapped, 19.7%
Blind and 319, Deaf or Dumb or
both.

1981 has been declared by the
United Nations as the International
Year of the Disabled. Advantage
should be taken of this focus on the
disabled and programmes initiated
for the education, training and re-
habtlitation of the handicapped, as
well as for prevention of handicap.
The problem is a vast one and it is
futile to hope that all the programmes
could be initiated in one year. All
we can hope for is a substantial
number of programmes would be
initiated in 1981 and the programmes
expanded in subsequent yeais. If
the Nineteen Eighties ave taken to
constitute the Decade of the Disa-

-bled there will still be areas in which

action will have to be taken at the
end of the Decade.

_ Fortunately, in Tamil Nadu
quite a few programmes have been
already started and experience gained-

in this field. The following program-
mes for the handicapped are sugges-
ted in the light of this experience.

CHILDREN

Programmes for children should
include prevention of handicap,early
detection of handicap, coupled with
corrective measures, general and
vocational education.

Preventive measures include (1)
immunisation against Polio of all
children in the vulnerable age group
throughout the country (2) identifi-
cation of children liable to los: vision
due to malnutrition ard giving
them adequate nutrition to prevent
blindness (3) identification of child-
ren who are hard of hearing and
taking correctional measures includ-
ing speech therapy (4) segregation
of children of leprosy patients in
suitable centres.

Children affected with polio have
to be given physiotheraphy at
early age, so that they could grow
up as normal childven .As the pavents
find it difficult to take their children
over long distances for physiotherapy,
short stay homes may be started at
every district headquarters with fiee
boarding and lodging for about 25
childien in each. Physiotherapy
could be provided at the Home and
children requiring surgical correc-
tion will be taken to the neavest hos-
pital with orthopaedic wing. They will
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undergo physiotherapy at thc Home
after surgery and in between opera-
tions, if more than one has to be
performed. The children will be pro-
vided - with prosthetic appliances
where necessary and given practice
in their use, before discharge. The
period of stay of cach child may range
from 1 to 3 years. To avoid their
losing the benefits of education, a
Special School will have to be atta-
ched to each such Home. The child-
ren will, of course, join schools for
normal children when they leave the
Home.

Education:

Blind and Deaf children require
special education in schools equin-
ped for such cducation with specially
trained teachers. The principle that
there should be at least onc School
for the Blind and one for the Deaf
was accepted by the Government
of Tamil Nadu in 1974. As per this.
criterion one more school for each
category will have to be started in
the newly formed Periyar District.
Also in Districts,where the concen-
tration of the Blind or the Deaf is
heavy, more schools will have to be
started. 8 Districts have been identi-
fied as having heavy concentration
of both these categories. Thus 4l-
together 9 Schools for the Blind and
9 for the Deaf will have to be started
in a phased manner in the coming

- years. These Schools will be residen-

tial, but open to day scholars also.




Training:

While there are some schools
providing general education to the
physically handicapped, facilities for
vocational training are totally inade-
quate. In the whole State there is
only one training Centre for the
adult deaf run by 2 Voluntary Orga-
nisation and one Centre for training
in engineering for the blind run by
the Government both, at Madras.
There should be at least one training

. centre for the physically handicapped
in. every District. It could be a com-
bined one for all categories of the
handicapped with instructorsspecially

‘trained in communicating with the
deaf and the blind. The trades taught
need not necessarily be sophisticated
ones like turning or fitting, nor need.
they be purely traditional ones like
weaving. In between these there is a
wide varicty of trades which could
be taught.

Sheltel"ed Workshops:

The objective of all training
should bec to integrate the handi-
capped with the Society . They should
be cnabled to work side by side with
normal pessons in industries or en-

gaged in self-employment. Howevei; —

there will still be a substanial num-
ber who by reasons of the severity
of thc handicap are unable to inove
over long distances or to woik a
full 8-hous shift in industry. For such
persons sheltered workshops will
have to be started. These will require
a subsidy from the State as their
productivity will be less than that of
workshops for normal persons. It
is suggested that a Corporation for
the Handicapped be formed which
will run such workshops. To make
up for the subsidy required by the
severely handicapped, it should run
a few industries where the not so
severely handicapped could be emp-
loyed. o

Mentally ‘Retarded:

Statistics are not available for
the mentally retarded, but it is esti-.
mated that about 1-3 per cent of the
population are - mentally retarded.
Even taking the lower figure of 1%
the:-number in e>ch District would
be considerable. However, the term
is a very wide onc and starting with
those with very slight retardation we
have persons with severe retardation
who eannot attend to their daily
‘routine without assistance. The latter
termed as ‘custodial’ required to be
looked after during their entire life.

A residential Home for the men-
tally retarded should be started in
each District. Those who can be
trained or educated would be given
the necessary facilities. Those who
make sufficient progress could be
wansferred to sheltered Workshops,
if they cannot be helped to become
self-employed or find employment
elsewhere. i

:

Ex-leprosy Patients:

_With the treatment facilities
available at present, we have a very
large number of Ex-leprosy patients.
Their physical handicap may be
minor, but they suffer from social
handicap. Until they get over this,
they will have to be provided with
employment in sheltered workshops.
To sum up:

*  Arrangements for early de-
tection of handicap to be
made, to start with, at every
District Hospital.

Preventive measures like
Polio vaccine, providing
_nutritious food, speech
therapy, segeregation of
children of infective leprosy
patients to be taken up.

Homes for polio affected
children in each District
for corrective surgery and
physiotherapy.

Starting of a number of
Special Schools. for the
blind and the deaf-minimum
one in each District with
additional ones where there
is a large concentration.

Vocational Training Centes
for the Handicapped in
each District.-

Sheltered Workshops in
each District to be run by .

a Special Corporation to
be formed.

Homes for the Mentally
Retarded in each District.
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"THIRU S. B. TAGORE

‘hief Engineer Special Officer, &
(Environmental Hygiene),
Madras.

“Environment” bota physical and

biological ecxists under the gover-
nancc and operation of the cntire
field of scicnces. Man’s inquiry and
experiments led to development of
technology and tools as means of
production of goods and services.
Rapid advances were then made in
industry and agricultuve for mass
production and in trade and trans-
poit facilities for distribution. The
pattcrn of lifc settlement began to
change, tending towards urbani-
-sation. The demographic dynamics
and the rural and urban economic
activitics soon became unrelated
to the cnvironment that obtained
in different parts of the world. The
economic greed of privatc agencies
and the ill-considered and unsus-
tainable devclopment activities of
Governments for short term bene-
fits began to degrade and pollute
the cnvironment. Therefore, for a
proper understanding of the Environ-
ment Situation or the State of the
Environment in any part of the
world, the cnvironmental impacts
of the wholc range of human acti-
vity affecting the resource potcntials
and eco-system balance, whether
it be pollution or degradation,
are to bc continuously appraised
and monitorcd. Thus Environmen-
tal Scicnce and Engineering cover
multi-disciplinary ficlds interacting
with the whole gamut of basic bio-
logical and physical sciences.

Development and  conservation
activitics should be cnvironment-
oriented. Forcst Conservation, Soil
Conscrvation and Water Conser-
vation are basic for environmental
protection. Also land and  water
use plenning, planning of infand
water courscs and cstuaries arc vital
for ensuring proper cnvironment
for human habitation, for agriculture
and fish crop, and for industries
supporting these and other human

needs. In  .short the cco-system
balance, as 2 whole, in any part of
the world depends on judicious
planning of the environment.

The effect of Industrial Revclu-
tion on the environment began to be
felt gradually, but inexorably. Eco-
nomic greed can result in ruthless
over cxploitation of natural resources
for feeding the industries with raw
materials. Forests are denudsd for
logging and fuel or for cultivation
or even for settlement. Indiscrimi-
natc building activity deprives culti-
vation or plantation of valuablé land.
Bad conservation or no comnserva-

tion of soil in the watershed areas.

destroys vegetative cover and silts
up our rescrvoirs rapidly.

While these activities bring about
environmental degradation by over-
exploitation of our resource poten-
tials, the cffluents or emissions and
refuse coming out of the industries
dircctly pollute land, water and air
and cause environmental health
hazards.

Demographic pressure and poverty
and utter lack of cmployment oppor-
tunities in the villages drive the rural

.people to the industrial towns and
citics in continuous streams. Thus
unplanned and uncontrolled urbani-
sation with high density of popula-
tion and acute housing situation
result in insanitary and appalling
conditions of living, polluting the
land and water bodics or the town
environs scriously with untreated
sewage and other municipal wastes.

Controlling the cxisting industries
by pollution laws, judicious licens-
ing of new industrics and sanction
of development activitics after care-
ful consideration of environmental
impacts are imperatives to safe-
guard the cnvironment. Also careful
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regulation of town and village
planning cnsuring good municipal
and public utility scrvices and strin-
gent laws against cconomic offen-
ders engaged in illicit or over-ex-
ploitation of the nation’s natural
wealth are very ncecssary to cnsure

- a clean and healthy cnvironment,

in which today’s children will find
themselves tomorrow.

Among the sevcral methods of
tackling the environmental pro-
blem, Environmental Education
plays a crucial rolc in a democratic
set-up. Cocrcive legislative and ad-
ministrative: actions will not be of
much avail if thesc are not backed
by proper education at all levels.
How this can be donc is indicated
below under broad headings.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
THROUGH CURRICULUM:

The Educational institutions
right from the clementary school to
the  University stage must provide
opportunity to lcarn and under-
stand the consequences of human
activity on environment. It must
provide adequate information on
the relationship betwcen maz and
nature. Exposure at the young age
to the environmental sciences and
the problems and the measures to
set right the environmental damages,
will build up environment con-
sciousness and ensure constructive
participation and involvement in
preserving the environmental quality.
To achieve this end, environmental
science must find a place in the curri-
culum for children at the High
School level. The subject can cover
in its broadest form the concept
of environment, different compo-
nents of man’s relationship with the
environment and how this activities
influcnce the quality of environment.
This subject also must find a place
in the syllabus for technical and non-
technical colleges. Perhaps the sylla-
bus can be advanced in stages to
commensurate with the level of edu-
cation. The subject can cover diffe- -
rent forms of environmental degra-
dation like pollution, deforestation,
unplanned  urbanisation, mining
and their consequences and also the
protective or corrective measures
necessary.

Apart from indoor study, field
trips must be arranged under proper
guidance so that the students gain
first-hand information on different
eco-systems,” their behaviour, the
living resources) the  eco-system,
support and balance, various ex-
ploitary activities of man for food,

D



fuel and raw material and also the
factors responsible for degradation
of the physical and biological
environment in different parts of
the world.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCEPT
THROUGH MEDIA:

Another powerful tool for propa-
gation of environmental protection
is through mass media, which piays
a vital role in creating an awareness-
especially among adult citizens of
the environmental crisis. These media
include newspapers, book publish-
ing industry, magazines, radio and
the tclevision.. The printing industry,
particularly newspaper and maga-
zines, as well as the broadcasting
system can certainly reach every
nook and corner of the society and
disseminate the message of environ-
mental preservation eflectively. They
must publish and broadcast periodi-
cally the factors contributing to the
environmental crisis and the need
to keep up the environmental quality
and create not only a civic sense
but also to develop a conservation
stratcgy in harmony with nature.
Television and other audio-visual
media like films can also be utilised
as tools for environmental educa-
tion. Films can be produced on
various- aspects of actuwal environ-
mental deterioration like pollution,
deforestation, vanishing of wild life
and flora and how best this could be
avoided.

DIRECT EDUCATION
THROUGH MEETINGS AND
PUBLICATIONS

Apart from students and public
the industrial workers must be made
awarc of the occupational hazard
and thc precautionary  measures
necessary to protect health of the
workers and  the people around
espccially- in metal, cement and
ehemical irdustries and in mines
and thermal power . stations.
The Trade Unions can educate the
workers systematically.

The industrialists also 1equire
“education on the responsibilitics that
devolvc on them to treat the gaseous,
particulate, liquid or solid wastes
coming out of the industries and
render them to conform to stand-
ards laid down for disposal into
public sewer, on land, into water
courscs or into the sca. Laboratory
centres and consultancy} aids are
available for all kinds of industries
to hclp instal appropriate treatment
plants for the wastes and in-plant
divices to mitigate or eliminate the
pollutants.

The responsibilities of Locai
Authorities are no less than that of
the industrialists. The domestic and
town wastes are to be treated pro-
perly and disposed off safely and
this is a primary responsibility of
any Local Authority. Many towns
remain unsewered and even in
sewered areas the sewage is not
properly treated and disposed off.

Vigorous propaganda and afford-
ing of facilitics to check the growth
ratc in population and reduce the
demographic pressures are vital res-
ponsibilitics of the Government.
The hinterland rural economy should
be vivified and properly geared up
to trading system and facilities by
Government, by appropriate
mcthods to ensure full rural employ-
ment and avoid unnecessary urbani-
sation and congestion in towns.
Educational and full employment
opportunities should be made avail-
able in the villages and rural areas.

Civic sense and maintaining pro-
per sanitary conditions are basic
for a hcalthy living of the community
as well as to crcate an aesthetic out
look. But many of the slums in the
city do not pay attention to environ-
mental sanitation. Social organisa-
tions like International Youth, Form
and college students can adopt
slums and educate the dwellers.

Above all the public required to
be cducated on the laws applicable
on thc offenders and the responsi-
bilities of the Manufacturers and the
Local Authorities for the safe dis-
posal of industrial and domestic
wastes. An informed public in a
democratic socicty is the best of all
checks on the offending industries
or Local Authorities or the Govern-
ment itself.

LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE ACTIONS:

Legislative measures can be con-
sidered as coercive education carry-
ing penalties for dcfault. Many coun-
tries have ecnacted legislation for
control of pollution. In our country,
to combat the problem of water
pollution Government of India
have enacted the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act 1974
and many States have adopted this
In our State pollution.is at present
controlled invoking the provisions
in the Tamil Nadu Public Health Act
1939-and the Factories Act 1948.
To tackle the ‘Problems of air
pollution, the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act of Govern-
ment of India applicable to all the
‘States has come into effect fiom
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29.3.81Governmentiof Indiahave also

enacted the Wild Life Protection
Act 1972 to prevent indiscriminate
poaching. )

Now the concept on environment
is changing and it is considered in
its totality, with cstablishment  of
central agencies to coordinate the
activities of different departments
involved in the matter of protection
of cnvironment. The United Nations
Environment Programme is trying to
evolve a global strategy through
International Conventions and Agree:
ments wherever appropriate. At the
national level, in our country the
National Committee on Environ-
mental Planning and Coordination
fulfils the above function. Recently
a Department in Government of
India has been created to be in
charge of Environment.In our State,
Government formed the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Board in 1976 as
an apex body to render necessary
advice in the matter of protection
of the environment in the State. His
Excellency the Governor is the
Chairman and the Honourable
Minister for Health is the Vice-
Chairman of the Board. The De-
partment of Environmental Hygiene
is the service Department for the
Board and the Special Officer (En-
vironmental Hygicne’)is the Mem-
ber-Secretary .The Board reviews
the developmental projects in the
State in the planning stage itself with
reference to their impact on environ-
ment and provide suitable remedial
measures. The Board is assisted by
five Committees in this regard. The
Department of Environmental Hy-
giene, besides being the service De-
partment for the Board, also in-
vestigates the complaints of pollu-
tion received from public and other
organisations, under-takes moni-
toring of polutional industries in the
State through inspection, and also
for environmental education through
the programmes arranged with the
assistance of All India Radio and
Television.

. Environmental protection is assume
ing a new dimension in many parts
of the world in the context of serious
pollution ard of the alarming deple-

. tion of natural resources. A stage

has come when we cannot be com-
placent any more in dealing with
our environment. Our aim must
be ‘development without destruc-
tion’, In this context environmental
education assumes 'greater signi-
ficance and must be given due pro-
minence that today’s children
will have an assured and proper
enviconment fomorrow. h



Periyar District came into bemg
in the year 1979 with Erode as its
headquarters.

Erode gave to the nation one
of its noblc sons, Thanthai Periyar,
who was a great thinker and a social
reformer. By dint of hard work and
intcnse unwavering dedication to
his idcals, Thanthai Pcriyar h:ra-
laded a new social complex in-Tamil
Nadu. }

In keeping with the tradition he
set, inhabitants in the district bear-
ing his name are also men of grit
given to hardwork. The Govern-
ment is doing its best for providing
the growing nceds of the people in
the district.

The Government’s development
works apart, thc people in the dis-
trict arc taking upon themselves
the onus of contributing their own
bit for improving their lot.

Recounted below arc a few true,
episodes that would show the true”
grit of the pcople in thls Gistrict.

Nathakadiyur Adi-Dravida Colony
about 35 km. from Erode, is what
could be considerced an ideal colony
with most of the basic amenitics
fulfilled, thanks to the cooperative
effort of the rcsidents. All the fami-
lics residing here are agricultural
labourers. They planned to have
decent houses fo. themsclves. With
the holp of the Panchayat Union
and umobilisation of local labour
under thc National Rural Employ-
ment Programme,36 pucca houscs
were built in rccord time. Each
house consists of a bed room and a
kitchen with bath room facilities,
with cxtra ground provided for cx-
tension. Though electricity has not
been cxtended to each house, street
lighting'has been completed. Arrange-
ment has bcen made for provision
of clcan drinking water through
water taps. through an overhead

, tank.

Another Adi-Dravida colony
nearby has electricity connection to
individual houses under the ‘two
rupee per head scheme’ with an ini-
tial deposit of Rs. 12- Most of the

Adi-Dravidas in this colony have
availed of this bencfit. The Adi-
Dravidas of these colonies have
shown that living can be made com-
fortable and ideal if all the people
in the area pull together, each conti-
buting his mite.

A Good Road in 100 years -

Seelampatti, a village in the
Ammapettai Panchayat Union of
Peziyar district, did not have a dezent
road for the past 100 years. Thanks
to the National Rural Employment:
Programme, a two Km. approach
road with a width of 25 feet was
laid by 60 lo¢al people in about
100 days. The total cost of the
road is estimated at Rs. 20,000-
An exemplacy aspegt of this work
is the -wholc-heartcd donation of
pieces of land from their fields by
the land owners of this area.

This voluntarily dona-
ted land was valued :at about Rs20,000
About 1,800 people, who were tréek-
ing along a narrow foot-path, al-




most for a century, are now bene-
fited with a decent road that will
be metalled soon.

Road to prosperity
Thanks to the National Rural
Employment Programme and

voluntary donations of labour by the
villagers, sevcral villages in the Dis-
trict have been connected with moto-
rable roads.

Construction of culvert at Kalla-
kulam to link. it to nearby villages

'ADI-DRAVIDA

was completed in record time. The
total cost was Rs. 20,000.

Likewise, at Octhupalayam an
approach road joining Peruntburai-
Gopi road was laid by the
local people at a cost of Rs. 69,000.
This includes construction of a cul-
vert over a wayward stream. 6,000
man-days were spent to lay the road
along with the culvert now connect-
ing mére than ten nearby villages.

Thingalur, near Perunthurai Pan-
chayat Union had a huge dip cover-
ing 60 metres. Under the Rural

i i/
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Employment Programme the dip
was covered with a culvertat,a cost
of Rs. 27,000. 3,000 man days
spent  in this connection have .
helped about 15 villages and an
equal number of hamlets to en-
joy the benefit of a motorable1o0ad.

Mid-Day Meal Centres

In Kangeyam block of Periyar
district, 48 mid-day meal centres
have been constructed under the
National Rural Employment Pro-
gramme involving local labour.
Pucca constructions for mid-day
meal centre were found necessary
in this area because of dry windly
conditions .With the local people
applying their mind and labour to
the jcb, the students of Elementary
and Higher Elementary schools in
Kangeyam block are now having
nutritious mid-day meals cooked in
pueca buildings under hygenic condi-
tions. Each centre was constructed
at a cost of Rs. 3,000- and the Kan-
geyam Block is self-sufficient in this
respect.

A place for Shandy

The crowded shandy of Uttu-
kuli has had a face-lift, following
the implementation of a well-planned
programme under the Rural Employ-
ment Programme. 120 workers took
up the challenging task of construct-
ing a compound wall with road-side
shops and space for platforms for
keeping the produce neatly in rows.
The work started on October 15,
last ycar and was completed by the
‘end of March this year. s




Tamilnadu is a pioneer Statein the

Any welfare State cannot neglect

field of social welfare work, in gene- the ever increasing problems of juve-

ral, and child welfare in particular.
It was the first State to recognise
the child welfare service programme
in the country.

Children are the wealth of any
country; the progress-of any country
depends upon the right conduct,
initiative, progressive outlook and
legitimate aspirations of its children,
who are the citizens of tomorrow.
There are what ‘the world terms,
good and bad children. But experts
in the field tell us that no child is
born bad or good. It is the
upbringing and guidance in the
home surroundings and social con-
tacts that influence and shape the
children into what they are, the
problem of underprivileged depri-
ved, delinquent or  mentally
retarded children ~ has always
been. there, perhaps from time im-
memorial, but by and by it has
loomed large only as a consequence

nile delinquency and crimes against
women. The Government of Tamil
Nadu, which has dedicated itself to
the cause of the poor and down-
trodden and handicapped in society,
has drawn many welfare schemes
for bettering the lot of institutiona-
lised juvenile delinquents and mo-
rally maladjusted women and girls.

The following are the welfare
schemes introduced in the Depart-
ment from time to tim: since July
1977.

1. A Government Reception Home
was started at Amaravathipudur in
Ramanathapuram district to cater
to the needs of undertrial juveniles in
that district.

2. Similarly, another Government
Reception Home started functioning
in Villupuram, South Arcot District
to cater to the needs of undertrial

of the fast urbanisation and indust- juveniles in South Arcot District.

rialisation of the country.

3.A Matador Mini Bus was sanc-

The Department of Approved tioned to the Govt. Reception Homes

.to the upbringing of

Schools and Vigilance Service, as the in Madras City for the bznefits of
name indicates, consists mainly of undertrial juveniles and also for the
two branches-one relating to ap- institutions in Madras City.
proved schools established under the
Tamil Nadu Children Act, 1920 4. The Government After-Care
and the other to vigilance institu- Home for Boys, Cheng2lpattu, which
tions established under the Suppres- was housed in a rented building , was
sion of Immoral Traffic in Women shifted to the newly constructed.
and Girls Act, 1956, and it caters Government building at Athur vil-
destitute, lage in Chengalpattu District.
delinqueng vagrant, wayward children’ :
and morally maladjusted women 5. A separate building has been
and girls who are in moral danger constructed to accommodate the
or exposed to moral lapses.
ment Vigilance Home, Madras.

The main object and function of
the Department is to provide care, 6. To improve the sahitary condi--
treatment (correctional) , training tions in the Government Approved
(educational and vocational) and Schools at Chengalpattu and Rani-
rehabilitation of the institutiona- pet, the dry type latrines were con-
lised uncontrollable children under verted as flush-out latrines.
the provisions of the Tamil Nadu ’
Children Act, 1920  and girls: 7. The pocket money amount
and women under the Suppression admissible to the children of approv-
of Immoral Traffic in Women and ed schools was increased accord-
Girls Act, 1956. The Department ing to their age groups.

also provides for institutional after-

8. A book-binding vocational sec-

care of the discharges of correct- €
tion was opened in the Govt. Junior

ional institutions.

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
APPROVED SCHOOLS AND
VIGILANCE SERVICE,

N

Approved School, Royapuram, Mad-
ras, for givirg training to the boys
in book-binding.

9. Four television sets were pro-
vided for the benefit of children in
the Approved Schools at Chengal-
pattu and Royapuram, Madras,
Government After-Care Home,
Athur in Cheagalpattu District and
Govt. Reception Home, Villupuram.

10. The marriage grant (‘Stri
dhanam’) to the newly married
couples ‘(girl inmates’) of the insti-
tutions under this Department was
raised from Rs. 500/- to Rs. 1,000/-

11. A Regional Office was started
at Madurai under the Department
of Approved Schools and Vigilance
Service.

12." The Government have sanct-
ioned the grant of Re. 1- per inmate
for providing special diet on Periyar
Centenary and also accorded sanc-
ion, as a permanent measure, to
give special diet, on important
occasions like Independence Day,
Gandhiji’s Birthday and Pongal.

13. The need for a Dining Hall,
with basic amenities like water
supply etc., for the 300 girl inmates
of the Govt. Girls’ Approved Schools

undertrial women and girlsin Govern- Madras, was keenly felt for a pretty

long time. The Government sanc-
tioned Rs. 2 lakhs and fifty thousand
for the construction of a modern
dining hall for the Govt. Girls’
Approved Schools, Madras and thus
fulfilled the long felt need.

14. The Govt. Junior Approved
School, Mallipudur in Ramanatl;a-
puram district, was provided with
a Standard 20 Van at a cost of Rs.
73.000 mainly for rendering medical
aid to the boys of thz school since it”
is located in a rural area without
hospital facilities. - 3
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15. The Government took over the
management of the private Recep-
tion Home, run under the Dischar-
ged Prisoners’ Aid Society, Salem.
This step was taken mainly in the
interest and welfare of the inmates
of the Home who had been utterly
neglected.

16. There were no ReceptionHomes
in the districts of Dharmapuri, Peri-
yar ,the Nilgiris, Kanyakumari and
Pudukkottai. As a result, juvenile
undertrials have to be sent to the
Reception Homes in the neighbour-
ing districts for custody. To obviate
this difficulty, the Government have
decided. to open Reception Homes
in all these districts in a phased man-
ner. Accordingly, this year, opening
of two Govt. Reception Homes
one at Erode and another atDharma-
puri-have been sanctioned by the
Government and these Homes have
already started functioning.

t 17. There were two Vigilance
Rescue Shelters (short-stay Homes)
at Salem and Coimbatore. There
were no Rescue Homes in Salem
and Coimbatore. With a view to
give the girls and women the maxi-
mum benefit of institutionalisation,
the Homes were upgraded as Pro-
tective Homes (long-stay), with
facilities for educational and voca
tional training.

18. There was no Government
approved school in the - western
region of the State, viz. Salem,
Coimbatore, Periyar, The Nilgiris
and Dharmapuri districts. The
Government sanctioned the starting
of a Senior and Junior Approved
School for Boys in Panchampalli in
Dharmapuri district. This school
also has started functioning.

19. The vocational training courses
in the Government approved schools
are all outmoded ones. As a result,
the children, trained in the institu-
tions with antiquated hand - tools
and in old methods, find it difficult
to pursue the vocation when they

are discharged from the institutions. -

With a view to obviate this, the
Government have decided that all
the existing industries in the insti-

tutions should be mechanised and
the inmates should be given training
in power-operated machines. This
year, the Government sanctioned
the mechanisation of Carpentary
units in the Approved Schools at
Ranipet in North Arcot District
and at Thanjavar. )

20. The Government sanctioned
the starting of a power laundry in
the Govi. Vigilance Home, Madras-4
to give the inmates job-oriented
training and also to enable them to
earn while they learn.

21. The Government sanctioned
the starting of 2 Band troupes -one
at Govt. Junior Approved School,
Royapuram, Madras-13 and the
other at Govt. Junior Approved
School, Cuddalore - so that the
boys can learn music on Brass in-
struments to eke out their livelihood
after discharge from the school.

22. Hitherto, . the bridegrooms
who came forward to marry the in-
mates of correctional institutions
had to spend their own money
towards marriage day expenses. The
Government have now sanctioned
Rs. 100 towards marriage expenses
in each case.

23. The Government have sanc-
tioned the opening of a Baby Care
Centre at the Govt. Girls’ Approved
Schools, Madras-10 so that the
girls be trained in house-keeping
and child care which will be helptul
to them in future, besides helping
the employed mothers by looking
after their children when they go
for duty.

Apart from Government insti~
tutions there are certain instituticns,
run by Private voluntary agencies
getting grants from Government
through this Department from time
to time. To improve the general
condition of the inmates in these
private institutions, the following
sanctions were accorded by the
Government.

1. Grants towards clothing and
bedding for the inmates of the
Vigilance Rescue Shelter under
the Thanjavur Vigilance Asso-
ciation. :

2. Grants towards clothing and

bedding for the inmates

of the Junior Approved School
under the Seva  Samajam
~ Girl’'s Home, Madras.

3. Grant towards education of-
one girl in the Medical Coll-
ege in Juniorr Approved
School under Children’s
Home, Gandhigram.

The correctional institutions
are of great importance in the field
of national re-building work, with
the assistance and guidance of the
Government of Tamil Nidu. Neither
the individuals nor families can
undertake this difficult task of look-
ing after and correcting the delin-
quents or youthful offenders straight-
away .It is a specialised and delicate
work and only correctional institu-
tions under the Government of Tamil
Nadu, either controlled ‘directly by
Government or by the Social Wel-
fare Agencies with Government
recognition and aid can do it for
a long time to come.

The present reorientation policy

of - our Government in the field
of  ‘correctional  welfare work
which is gradually being imple-

mented, seems to aimi atinfusing
into the purely Goverdmental Cor-
rectional Institutions a homely and
affectionate atmosphere with the
co-operation of the non-officials
while bringing the non-Governmen-
tal ones ona par with the esta-
blished administrative setup of
Governmental ones.

How far this new experiment is’
going to prove worthwhile and fruit-
ful remains to bz seen by the ability
and adjustability with which the
reconditioned or reformed young
beneficiaries of our present correct-
tional institutions are going to re-
settle down in society after they
are relieved of the institutional guar-
dianship. Meanwhile, let us' prepare
ouiselves to give such of those youngs
ters who struggle in the delicate pro-
cess of rehabilitation in our socetiy
our wholechearted  co-operation
and help. This isto be regarded

‘ not only as. :individualresponsibility

but as an incumbent duty cast on
the present society as a whole.




e

PO

The Honourable Chief Minister
of Tamilnadu, Thiru M.G. Rama-
chandran has announced certair
beneficial measures and schemes
ithatywould improve the lot of the
policc personnel in the state and
their functioning.

It is proposed to appoint Add{-
tional Superintendents of Police in
the crime-prone districts of Tamil
Nadu which claimed a lion’s share
of the attention of the Police with
their law and order problems.

Kit allowance will be given to
middle level officers who are not
getting it now. Superintendcnts of
Police, Additional SPs and DSP’s
will get Rs. 30 a month, while Ins-
pectors and Deputy Inspectors will
get Rs. 20. :

For Assistant  Sub-Inspectors,
head constables and constables kit
allowance will be raised from Rs.10
to Rs. 15.

Tamil Nadu Special Police per-

sonnel who have not been given

The stagnation of Tamil Nadu
special Police personnel in the same
wing will be overcome by transferr-
ing those who have completed tcn
years of service to the Law and
Order branch after being given
necessary training in the application
of IPC and Cr. P.C.

A package of monetary bene-
fits to Police personnel in different
ranks costing the Exchequer an
additional Rs. 10 crores a ycar has

been proposed.

The concessions include increase

in the special pay now given to the
lice personnel attached to Crime
Intelligence and CID. The quantum
of rise will range from Rs. 15 to Rs.25
from the DSP down to the cons-
tables working in Madras. For
thosc in other centres the increase
will be between Rs. 10 and Rs. 15.

family quarters will be provided
house rent allowance.

The special pay of head constables
in the traffic wing will be raised
from Rs. 14 to Rs. 25 and that of
constables from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20.

A post of Additional Superinten-
dent of Police will be sanctioned
in the districts of South Arcot,
North Arcot and Tiruchirappalli
where more than ten platoons of
Armed Reserve have been stationed.
A post of DSP will be sanctioned
in Chingleput West, Dharmapuri,
Kanyakumari, Pudukottai and Nijl-
giris districts which have three
platoons of Armed Reserve.

The Government has also pro-
posed to set up initially ,two guidance
bureaus at the railway termini in
Madras - Central and Egmore to
guide women who get stranded in
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the City. The two centres will be
run by women police personnel who
will help stranded women with
transport facilities to reach their
homes safely.

It is proposed to open such
centres in Coimbatore, Madurai
aild Tiruchirapalli railway stations
also.

As it is, 450 out of 1,033 police
stations in the State are located in
private buildings and the Govern-
ment is keen to shift them
to their own buildings. A sum
of Rs. 4 crores has been set apart
in the current year to build- 150
stations as an initial step in this
direction.

The Government will replace ten.

percent of the old Police vebicles.
It is proposed to buy 187 new vehi-
cles-in the current year at a cost of
Rs. 1.57 crores. :

Other announcements made by
Chief Minister include improvement
of the police vehicles workshop at
Avadi at a cost ef Rs. 10 lakhs, ex-
tension of the mounted Police wings
to Coimbatore and Madurai and pro-
vision of one bus, one jeep, one car
and two motorcycles to the Police
Training College in Madras. 3

The Chicf Minister announced
that the practice of appointing con-
stables as orderlies has been aboli-

shed with effect from August 1980.
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The Government of Tamil Nadu has .

proposed to implement certain nowvel:
schemes and effect certain innovations in
the functioning of the State Transport
Services in the State as would vastly
improve their efficiency and serve the
people more effectively.

It is proposed to bifurcate the Pandiyan,
Cheran, Cholan and Kattabomman Trans-
port Corporations as per the recezxmenda-
tion of the C. R. Pattabhiraman Com-
mittee that no single corporation should
have more than 600 buses under its
control.

The routes operated by the Pallavan
Transport Corporation (District) and
Thanthai Periyar Transport Corporation
will be streamlined and a separate corpo-
ration for the district routes will be
created.

A unit to_recycle used engine oil will be
set up by the Pallavan Transport Corpora-
tion (Metro) in Madras at a cost of Rs. 20
Iakhs this year on the same lines as in the
Cheran Transport Corporation. It will
have a capacity .to refine 200 tonnes of
used oil- per month.

LY.

‘The share amounts collected from the

-employees. of the transport and engineer-

ing corporations under the scheme of
workers participation in management will
be returned to them as most of them
wanted the money back., The corpora-
tions will be paying back Rs. 1.46 crores
on this account. :

Under the longevity pay scheme, which
is in force in all the corporations, review
of pay rise is undertaken twice—the first
time at the end of six years of service
and the second time at the end of the .
subsequent eight years of service. Comply-
ing with the request of the workers, it
has been decided to have a third review,
10 years after the secohd review.

Three-wheelers will be provided to handi-
capped workers of all the transport corpo-
rations on the basis of 50 per cent grant
and 50 per cent loan towards the cost of
the vehicle to be recovered in easy instal-
ments.

Such of those workers who are declared
unfit by doctors because of eye defect or
any other ailment will be provided alter-
native employment like helpers on the:
basis ‘of “fresh appointment.”



A canteen will be opened in every branch
depot where there are at least 25 buses,
Cooperative Societies will be formed in
every corporation for sale of essential
commodities at fair prices.

€

Steps will be taken to introduce ‘ own
your own house ”* scheme for workers of
all corporations through cooperatives.
At least 100 houses for workers of each
corporation will be constructed in the
current year.

The stipend provided to apprentices
with B.E. qualification will be increased
to Rs. 500 from Rs. 225 a month and to
diploma holders to Rs. 225 from Rs. 180.
I.T.I. trained apprentices who get Rs. 140
mensem for the 1st year and Rs. 150 for
the second year, will get a rise to Rs. 175
and Rs. 185 respectively.

"Graduate clerical apprentices will get a
stipend of Rs. 200 and non graduates
Rs. 175.

The tailoring charge of Rs. 27 for unmi-
forms given to workers will be raisd to
Rs. 30. Workers wanting marriage loans
need apply only one month in advance
and not six months in advance.

All transport corporations except Tiruval-
luvar will extend travel concessions to
the handicapped students. At present
PTC  (Metro) alone is granting this
facility.

The number of women’s and children’s
specials in Madras will be increased from
246 to 300 by the PTC. Steps are being
taken to put up a bus stand near the
Central Station in consultation with the
MMDA, Railways and Madras Corpora-
tion. A bus depot to accommodate 100
buses will be constructed at Tiruvotriyur
at a cost of Rs. 23 lakhs.

Some changes are proposed in the proce-
dures relating to issue of various licences
and certificates under the Motor Vehicles
Act.

For two-wheelers and cars, the system
of quarterly payment of MV tax will be
dispensed with. Tax for these vehicles
will be collected half-yearly or annually.

The fitness certificate issued for new goods
carriers will be valid for one year. The
FCs for new tractors (with trailers) used
for agricultural purposes will be valid for
two years, but they will have to be renew-
ed every year subsequently.

2.4

Learner’s licence will be issued for six
months, instead of for three months as
now,and the fee enhanced correspondingly.
Renewal of driving licences issued in
other States will be done without waiting
for the record-sheet from the State con-
cerned.

““ No objection certificate *> will not be a
pre-requisite for obtaining a new registra-
tion number in Tamil Nadu for motor
vehicles registered in other States.

It is proposed to introduce as an experi-
mental measure ““ shandy buses ** in rural
areas to help villagers carry their marketa-
ble produce like vegetables, foodgrains,
milk, etc. to towns.

The route length of 25 km for town bus
services has been extended to 30 km so as
to serve more people.

The Transport Corporations have been
asked to develop district excursion centres
with provision for parking, rest sheds with
drinking water and toilet facilities with
their surplus funds.

A scheme is under examination to set up
driving schools in all district headquarters
under the management of the Regional
Transport authorities to train heavy vehi-
cle drivers of both public and private
carriers. It has been decided to fit in
all State Transport undertaking buses an
electronic speed control device which will
automatically cut off fuel supply to the
engine after the prescribed =~ speed.
Orders have been placed for the requisite
number of sets and they are being fitted
in all buses as and when supplied.

The Transport Corporations are taking
action to create * Employees Welfare
Trusts” to divert substantial amounts
from their surpluses. These funds are
used for giving books, notebooks, slates,
scholarships, etc. to the employees’
children.
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Thanks to the innumerable ex-
plorers and game hunters of earlier
centuries in discovering importapt
archaeological and early _historical
sites, the level of the cultural heri-
tage of India has been raised. Apart
from the usual exploring areas such

as forests, hills and uninhabited
spots, the explorers’ eyes fell subse-
quently on the rivers and river-banks
or river-terraces which formed the
first ground for early man’s activity.
In fact the caves, rock-shelters and
river-terraces are the first - man’s
early habitations. But out of these
three hide-outs, the river terraces
seemeq to be more convenient and
afforded all possible facilities for
early primitive man to start his
first industry of manufacturing the
stone tools. The river-terraces or the
banks thus provided him enough
Space to stay and work, sufficient
natural light to work during day time
and the perennial water supply
from the rivers for his use and a
good hunting place for wild animals
when they came to the rivers to

quench their thirst. The primitive
man, apart from gathering and collec-
ting fruits, vegetables, roots, tubers
etc. from the adjacent forests close
to the rivers, also hunted these wild
animals to supplement his food.

MADURA
MEGALI TS

b

N. DevasaHayam
Curator, Anthropology Seciion,

Government Musewn,

Therefore for collecting and cutting
the vegetables, fruits etc., for digg-
ing the soil, for collecting the roots
and tubers, and for hunting and
skinning the animals, he had no
other alternative but to depend on
the raw materials i.e, stones, or
boulders around him on the river
banks and also the stone tools, such
as the hand axe, cleaver, chopper,
scraper, point, burin, elt, corn
crusher, pestle and mortar which
he manufactured at the river -terraces
by simple flanking techniques and
devices.

Among such rivers and river-
terraces in Tamilnadu from the pre-
historic archaeological point of view,
the Palar river which  flows in
Chingleput District attracted the
attention of early pre-historians. It
is actually the Kurtralaiyar, a tri-
butary of the river Palar which takes
off from the Poondi dam and which
passed through Attirampakkam or
Attrampakkam village, which pro-
vides the world famous river-terraces

4 with the tools and it became i

prosits
nent after the first palaeolith in
India—a cleaver was picked upby
the father of Indian . Prehistory,
Dr. Robert Bruce Foote, in Septem-
ber 1863. )

Like the Palar river in Chin gle-
put District, the Vaigas river and its
vicinity in Madurai, though not to
a great extent, but to some extent
was able to yield few prehistoric
tools such as stone handaxes, scra-
pers etc. These earlyman’s tools
recorded and received in the Madras
Government Museum ip early 1880,
through Dr. Foote, certainly lay a
firm ground for establishing a defi-

nite cultural sequence in and through-
out Madurai District.

Subsequent to the discovery of

the stone tools near Vaigai, Vella-

ankulam, Valimukkam bays and
Palar (at Tiruppattur in Sivaganga),
the prehistorians have spotted and
recorded a pumber of megalithic
monuments (dolmens, stone circles
etc). a sort of monumental erection
of stones and boulders after burying
the dead, in barren, uncultivated
lands and hills slopes, at different
parts of Madurai District. In fact
through surface finds, three dozen
Iron Age or Megalithic period”pot-
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ras Museum from the District Collec-
tor of Madurai in early 1901 anc
one rare find is an uncommon forn
of a bowl, small in size with thick
sides marked with rather broad
regular ribs separated by a greal
many grooves.

But regular excavation of a
*  megalithic sitc was undertaken in
" 1940 in Perumal Hills, Kodaikanal,
by Dr. A. Aiyappan, a former
Director of the Madras Govern-
" ment Museum. Two dolmen sites
in excavation yielded about two
~ dozen items of pottery and an im-
portant find is the offering -stand

_ is quite new and recorded for the
first time from the burials of Soutl
India. The other noteworthy find
is a redware spouted jug, moulded
partly on wheel and then by hand.

In 1976, near Srivilliputtur, at
Krishnankoil village hill slopes, a
megalithic site was brought to notice
with a few burial urns jutting out
from the soil. A huge burial urn
with a few potteries and bones were
received in the Madras Museum
and tkis burial urn is one similar to

: A i the pyriform shaped urns of the
I3 world famous Adichanallur mega-
lithic site in Tirunelvely District.
The similarity in shape of the urns
justifies that the same type of people
{ would have lived during the Sangam
 period- in the composite District of
Tirunelveli. During the year 1978,
. while ploughing the lands, the vill-
agers of Eriodu amd Vellumpatti
in Vedasandur taluk have come
across separately a broken burial
" urn and a few burial potteries with

bones, respectively.

In 1938, Andipatty village in
* | Periyakulam taluk had yielded a
" sct of bronze objects—a rarity in
" Tamilnadu, comprising of tripod
| stands, spouted vessels, spoons 2tc.
and these domestic utensils were
acquired for the Madras Museum
through the Indian Treasure Trove
Act,

The Madurai District is also
noted for the occurrences of ancient
gold jewels. There are about a dozen
such gold treasure troves, unearthed
while ploughing the fields in the
villages of Nilakottai, Thirumanga-
lam, Dindugal, Periyakulam and
Uthamapalayam taluks, during the
last decade, acquired by the Madzas
Museum. In general the jewellery
items comprise ear-ornaments, bang-
les, waist-bands, tials, bottus, rings,
chains, pen dants , beads etc., and
some items are unique and rare and

terics were thus received in the Mad-

| with the pedestal with holes, which

are artistically and skillfully designed
and carved reflecting the colourful
taste of the ancient Tamilians with

reference to their personal adorn-
ments.

_ Thus, the Madurai District
which is one of the biggest and the
most popular districts of Tamil Nadu
known for its high historic leanings
and traditions through famous Pan-

diyan dynastyand with its religious

and architectural holdings through
its fairs and festivals, temples and
mandapams, nevertheless has its
major - contribution as described
above towards its early historic
and cultural sequences of Tamilnadu.
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