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CARRY ON YOUR TASK TOWARDS
BRIGHT AND PROSPEROUS FUTURE

- Convocation address of the Hon'ble Chief Minister,

ANNA UNIV
23rd CONVOCATION

Selvi J JAYALALITHAA at the
23rd convocation of Anna University,
Chennai on 20-8-2002.
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4 Y our Excellency the Governor of
‘Y Tamil Nadu and Chancellor of Anna
University, Hon’ble Minister for
Education and Pro-Chancellor of
Anna University, Dr. M. Thambidurai, Hon'ble
Ministers of the Government of Tamil Nadu,
‘Dr.E. Balagurusamy;:Vice-Chancehor of Anna
University, Members-of the Syndicate of Anna
University, Officers of the Government of Tamil
Nadu, Members of the Faculty, Graduands,
Students, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and
_Gentlemen, - ;
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| have great pleasure in a,ssociatingvmyself
with the 23rd Convocation of Anna University,
which is one of the Premier Technical Univérsities
in India, named after our-illustrious. leader
Perarignar Perunthagai Anna whom all of us:hold
in-high- esteem, Perarignar Anna-was not only-a

'symbol of reformation and renaissance-that took

place during his- life time,-but was .also:a focal
point of the cultural revolution and intellectual

‘growth that markéd the social flrmament of Tamnl

Nadu at that time.-

&



He rekindled, nurtured and cultivated the
spirit of intellectualism that enriched the Dravidian
cultural tradition of Tamil Nadu-more than any other
movement that the Tamil civilization was
witnessed. Anna University, which bears his name,
has been holding aloft the glory of Anna’s name
in the arena of higher education ever since it was
formed in 1978.

It is said that freedom of enquiry, freedom of
discussion and freedom of teaching are the
hallmarks of any great educational institution and
| am immensely happy that Anna University has
been conducting several undergraduate and
postgraduate courses. in Engineering and
Technology, and research programmes of various
disciplines in an admirable way, following lofty
academic standards and winning international
accolades all the time.

I am firmly of the opinion that the social and
economic well-being of a State depends heavily
on a very well educated, skilled and motivated
workforce, which alone can translate our dreams
for the future into reality. The policy of our
Government is to create such an educated,
talented workforce in Tamil Nadu, so that my long-
cherished dream of making Tamil Nadu the number
one State in the country, excelling in all spheres
of activity, becomes a tangible achievement very
soon. It is gratifying to know that as many as
1,801 graduands are going to be awarded their
much coveted degrees today and that 23% of
these graduands are women. | feel elated when
| realise that this happy phenomenon is a sure
step towards the realization of the goal
‘Empowerment of Women” in all walks of life, a
goal that | have always held dear to my heart.

It is an altogether different scenario now in
Anna University which has achieved tremendous
growth, from its inception as single institution as
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the erstwhile College of Engineering, Guindy, to
its present magnificent manifestation as a
massive University, with 229 private engineering
colleges having been affiliated to and six
Government Engineering Colleges having been
attached to it as its constituent colleges.

This changed situation points to the fact that
Anna University will be producing more than 60,000
engineering graduates annually in future. Such
enormous growth and expansion will not only
achieve for Anna University the status of being
the number one Technical University in India, but
will also greatly help to realise my dream of lifting
Tamil Nadu to the status of the number one State
in India very soon.

Henry Adams is said to have remarked
once -

“A Teacher effects eternity; no one can tell
where his influence stops”.

Keeping in tune with this profound statement,
| am sure that the teachers of Anna University
have been working hard, with remarkable sincerity
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and dedication, to produce technocrats of
excellent calibre who would contribute to the
development of society -in their own inimitable
manner. :

It is often said that - “the mediocre teacher
tells; the good teacher explains; the superior
teacher demonstrates; the great teacher
inspires” | am very happy to inform you that
after taking over as Vice Chancellor of Anna
University, Dr.E.Balagurusamy has chalked out
several major plans to Improve the teaching styles
in all the engineering colleges that have been
taken into its fold. | would also like to inform this
distinguished gathering that our Government is
very keen that higher education in Tamil Nadu
achieves real excellence and glory. This ambition
of ours is reflected in the fact that the total
budget allocation under Demand No.19 - Higher
Education during the year 2002 - 2003 has been
as high-as Rs.793.35 crores. This will enable the
State of Tamil Nadu to have an annual intake of
about 60,740 students in all the engineering
colleges, and about 45,334 in all the polytechnics
in the State. The highly commendable policy of
our Government in the field of Higher Education
aims at consolidating the capabilities and
infrastructure facilities built up so far, and
improving the quality of education these
institutions provide, rather than merely increasing
the number of such institutions.

One of the primary concerns of our
Government is to spread technical literacy among
the poorer sections of society. Many scholarships
have been initiated by the Government of Tamil
Nadu, so that members from the disadvantaged
groups of society have no difficulty in pursuing
technical education in engineering colleges in
Tamil Nadu.

It is encouraging to note here that Anna’

University has been upgrading its engineering
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curricula to respond promptly to the new
technological challenges and | am sure that the
creation-of two major centres - one, a Centre for
Faculty Development and the other, a Centre for
Student Affairs, has amply proved that Anna
University is treading in the right direction. |
understand that these Centres will organize
training programmes that will empower teachers
to meet the challenges involved in offering need-
based courses in technological institutions. |
would also like to point out that Anna University
is experimenting e-governance techniques, which
will be of great assistance to the University .in
effectively monitoring the administrative work of
the 229 affiliated engineering colleges under its
fold. The core competence of Anna University is
evident from the efforts taken by the teachers to
demonstrate to the people at large, the use of
information, for the betterment of the State of
Tamil Nadu. Besides conducting ‘Counselling
sessions’ for the aspirants of engineering
education at three additional centres, namely,
Madurai, Trichy and Coimbatore, Anna University
has also devised a system be used for on-line
application processing-and on-line issue of hall
tickets for Tamil Nadu Professional Course
Entrance Examinations to as many as 1,24,600
students at the beginning of this academic year.
The other biggest advantage that our Government
has offered to the student community in Tamil
Nadu is that a greater number of students can
enjoy the facility applying for Polytechnic and
engineering courses this year, because of the
reduction brought about in the minimum eligibility
marks required for admission into these courses.

| am glad to note that a number of
Engineering colleges in Tamil Nadu have come
forward for accreditation by the National Board of
Accreditation (NEA) due to the change in the
revised fee structure for engineering courses from



this year, which will enhance the quality of
technical education in the State. | am delighted
to learn that Anna University has been awarded
the ‘5 Star Status’ by the National Accreditation
and Assessment Council, which is a fitting tribute
to the excellent service that this University has
been rendering in the field of technical education.

The Government of Tamil Nadu, after careful
consideration of the emerging areas and the
infrastructure facilities available at Anna
University, has also given sanction for
establishing a modern hi-tech training institute
called the Centre for Survey Training and Research
(C-STAR) at Anna University.

Another important mission that Anna
University has embarked upon, is the launch of
a ‘Micro-Satellite’, completely designed and

NNA UNIVERS
2% d ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁf!{}ﬁ

created by Anna University, with a grant of
Rs.4.85 crores from the Indian Space Research
Organisation. Anna University enjoys.the credit of

having been recognized by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) as the National
Repository Centre. | am extremely proud to
mention here that Anna University is the only
Institution chosen by the ISRO to receive this
grant and-technical assistance, in the entire
country. | congratulate the staff and faculty who
have conceived this project, and the faculty who
are working on this prestigious project. | do hope
that the launch of a separate and exclusive
satellite will be achieved by Anna University within
the next 4 years.

| learn from the Vice Chancellor of Anna
University, Dr. Balagurusamy, that the University
is going to implement a “Tele-medicine” scheme
soon, a scheme that will benefit immensely the
rural masses who are now deprived of quality

medicare facilities which are available only to city

RSITY
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dwellers. | would like to add here that Anna
University is going to set up this system in all the
229 Engineering Colleges, most of which are
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conveniently located in the Interior rural
regions of Tamil Nadu. Through this tele-
medicine accgss, it will be possible for the
Medical Officers attached to the Health
Centres of different colleges in far away
places, to receive the guidance of eminent
doctors from reputable hospitals such as
Apollo Hospitals and Sankara Nethralaya.

| understand that Anna University has
introduced a scheme for the first time in
India— the scheme of compulsory internship
for six months in industries for engineering
students to gain hands-on industrial practical
exposure. My dear graduands, | strongly
believe that this industrial training would
surely make you job creators; not job seekers.
You should be entrepreneurs rather than
employees. Sir Winston Churchill once said “A

pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity’;'
an optimist sees the ‘opportunity in every

difficulty.” Be an.optimist to make Tamil Nadu an
educationally forward, industrially developed,
technologically and economically strong state,
upholding all the time the values of traditions and
culture nurtured by our forefathers.

Saint Thiruvalluvar says:-

Cefhe Earsean® Corkg srameamilsQenunse
B|GLAUTHET WTESTETMID G,

which means ‘there is nothing difficult to
attain for those who act in consultation with their
chosen friends, duly examining themselves all the
aspects of a work to be done, using skill and
intelligence’.

Now, | would like to make a request to you,

to the fresh and enthusiastic Engineering
graduates present here. You can choose specific
areas like Textile Technology to-study and aim at
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working for the welfare of the weavers, especially
the handloom weavers of Tamil Nadu, who are
affected terribly due to fluctuations in the textile
market, and who deserve your help more than
other group of ‘people in the State. With your
engineering skills, you can easily propagate new
technologies and persuade handloom weavers to
switch over to the latest technology: Thus,
handloom products can be made much more
commercially viable in the local and international
markets and service rendered to the people of the
lowest strata.

/

| would like to remind yo'u?f)f the famous
words of Franklin Roosevelt,

““The test of our progress is not whether
we add more to the abundance of those who
have much; it is whether we provide enough
for those who have too little”. | am sure, you
will fulfill your obligation to the State of Tamil Nadu
and to the Tamil Society, by skillfully displaying
your talents in your chosen avocations, and
directing your attention and technical prowess
towards the ‘upliftment of the poor an
down-trodden. S



| also request the Centre for Water Resources
and Centre for Environmental Studies and
Information Technology attached to Anna
University to make
environmental study in Tamil Nadu, and suggest
ways and means of protecting the environment of
the ‘State. | am confident that this Centre which
has been recognized by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) as a ‘Centre of Excellence’ will
propose solid solutions to the number of
environmental problems that the State of Tamil
Nadu is confronted with, at present. We cannot live
as if we have another earth or another planet to
move to. On a daily basis, we need to do
something that makes this world a better place to
live in. We are the custodians of future generations.
If we do not behave responsibly, they will not
forgive us.

| would like to congratulate the faculty, the
students and the administrators of Anna University
for the meritorious work that they have been doing
in this University and | appeal to them, to the
student researchers mainly, to take up socially
relevant causes for their study — causes such as
environmental protection, unemployment, improved
technology for rural artisans and rural enterprise,
empowerment of women, and have natural
resources such as solar energy, wind energy, tidel
energy, etc. This way you can repay your State of
Tamil Nadu, which has given you so much in terms
of technical education that assures you lucrative
jobs and-a bright future. On this happy occasion,
| wish to recall Isaac Newton's saying: “If | have
seen further than others, it is because | have
stood on the shoulders of giants”. Your parents and
your teachers, along with the millions of who have
lived and learned before you, have provided
shoulders to you. You have the opportunity and the
responsibility to see further, to learn more, to make
our Tamil Nadu the best State in. India, to make
our India the best country in the world.

a comprehensive / |
'measure if not by quantity but by quality’.

The great Western philosopher George
Santayana once remarked that

/

/ ‘Those who speak most of progress

| would like to request all the engineering
graduates assembled here to practise the aspect
of ‘quality” assiduosly in your fields of interest. No
doubt, quantity does matter in terms of fulfilling
the ever increasing needs of the large population
we have, but it is the quality of the services that
we provide ultimately matters to them. Therefore,
it is my earnest desire that all of you should
cultivate the habit of becoming qulity - conscious
in all your endeavours. You have access to the kind
of technology that we could not even dream of in
the past, but the greatest technology is within you.
Your mind and your heart are greater than ahy tool.

You have really nothing to
worry about, since all of
you can look forward to a
very bright and prosperous
future, to an exciting and
satisfying career. Being
qualified with a sound
technical education and
armed with highly
respected engineering
degrees from this
internationally acclaimed
University, 1 am sure that
all of you will definitely

have a very :
successful career.

[TamitArasu [ 7]



Apply your mind and heart to whatever you do and
thus ensure quality in the work you do. -

| am aware of the fact that on this
momentous occasion, when all of you are standing
at the cross-roads of your life, you are full of
apprehension. The question ‘what next?’ weighs
heavily on your mind. The fact remains that you
are brilliant, you havehad the good fortune and
great opportunity of having been shaped by one
of the topmost technical universities of our country.
You have really nothing to worry about, since all
of you can look forward to-a very bright and
prosperous future, to an exciting and satisfying
career. Being qualified with a sound technical
education and armed with highly respected
engineering degrees from this internationally
acclaimed University, | am sure that all of you will
definitely ‘have a very successful career.

Sage Thiruvalluvar has stated in “Thirukkural’,

QeusTend gl Zjemenu WS LD WIHESTEHD
2 MTETSHE) VTG 2 WiT6).

which means ‘the length of the water-flower’s
stem is to the extent of the water; so also the
greatness of men is to the extent’of their zeal and
meéntal development'. :

Do set up goals for yourselves. Well-defined
goals give you a sense of direction and-a feeling
of aécomplishmem, as you draw closer and closer
to them.

I consider it a rare privilege and a unique
opportunity to address this learned audience and
deliver the Convocation Address. Before |
conclude my speech, | would like to draw the
attention of the young gfaduands who have
assembled here to the message of Perarignar
Anna who said, -

[8] Ta'mi] Arasu_|

Db set up goals for
yourselves. Well-defined goals
give you a sense of directioh

and a feeling of
accomplishmenf, as you draw

closer and closer to them.

]

“Dear Brother,

Go to the people

Live among them

‘Learn from them

Love them

Serve them

Plan with them

Start with what they know
Build on what they have”.

It is this advice, this profound observation,
eloquently and powerfully expressed by Perarignar
Anna, that | would like pass on to you all, not.only
for pondering over at present, but.also for following
truthfully, throughout your life.

On this memorable occasion, | wish to thank
His Excellency the Governor; the Chancellor of
Anna Vniversity, for having invited me to deliver
the .Convocation Address to this distinguished
gathering. | wish to convey my warm regards and
best wishes to the, Vice Chancellor, the Faculty the
Staff and all the engineering students ‘graduating
today. | wish the graduands all success, prosperity,
good luck in all their endeavours, and a very bright
future. . : : *



Cawvery Tosue

All party meeting under the Chairmanship

of Hon’'ble Chief Minister

Under the Chairmanship of the
~ Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

Selvi J Jayalalithaa, an All Party

Meeting was held on 20.9.2002 to
protect the interests of Tamil Nadu on
the Cauvery issue and also fo reflect
the united stand of the people of Tamil
Nadu. In this meeting, totally 38
Political Parties in the State of Tamil
Nadu and Farmers’ Associations
participated. *

Inthe defiance of the Supreme Court
order enjoining Karnataka State to

release 1.25 TMC ﬂ,' ofwétéf from its reservoirs to protect the
interests of the farmers from the Cauvery Delta, and
subsequently ignoring the decision ofthe Cauvery River Authority
to release 9000 Cusecs of water to Tamil Nadu citing the grave
law and Order situation in the State, on 19.9.2002 Kamataka

State completely stopped the release of water to Tamil Nadu.

Underthe circumstances, in order to reflectthe unified opinion

and the unanimous support of the people of Tamil Nadu, the

“Hon’ble Chief Minister- of Tamil Nadu Selvi J Jayalalithaa

convened an All Party meeting of the leaders of all the political '

parties in Tamil Nadu at the 10th Floor Conference Hall of the*

' Namakkal Kavignar Maligai, Secretariat, Chennai.
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While severely condemning the
Kamataka Govemment for disregarding the
order of the Supreme Court, for refusing to
accept the decision of Cauvery River Authority
and havinginstigated a law and order problem
and citing it as a reason, for not releasing
water the leaders of the political parties
expressed the view that in order to obtain
justice for Tamil Nadu all the leaders should

,“ .
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unitedly and with one voice urge the Central Govemment that

justice be done to us.

On this basis, as resolved at the meeting, a delegation of
allthe leaders of the political parties in Tamil Nadu and the
representatives of the farmers’ Associations of the Cauvery
Delta region led by the Hon’ble Chief Minister
Selvi J Jayalalithaa will meet the Prime Minister of India and

urge him to do justice to Tamil Nadu.



RELEASE
OF
WATER
- FROM
KARNATAKA

Hon’ble Chief Minister’s
Meeting with
Hon’ble Prime Minister

An All Party delegation, barring D.M.K.
and C.P.1.(M) led by Selvi J Jayalalithaa, Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu met the Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri A.B. Vajpayee at the Prime
Minister’s residence in New Delhi on 21.9.2002.

The delegation from Tamil Nadu consisted
of Members from 33 Political Parties, 4 Union
Ministers of State and 2 State Ministers of Tamil
Nadu, 22 M.P:s belonging to the A.LA.D.M.K.
and other Parties and officials.

Hon’ble Chief Minister Selvi J Jayalalithaa
presented a Memorandum to the Hon'ble Prime
Minister which contained a strong plea
for immediate release of water by Karnataka
as per the orders of the Supreme Court
and the Cauvery Rivér Authority, besides
the three Resolutions unanimously
passed in the All Party meeting held on

TamilArasu | 11]



20.9.2002 at Chennai under
the

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.

The Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu Selvi J Jayalalithaa
explained at great length to the
Prime Minister the pathetic
condition prevailing in the Delta
Areas of Tamil Nadu and pleaded
for immediate intervention by the
Central Government to ensure
that water is released by

Karnataka to Tamil Nadu.

Leaders belonging to the
Dravidar Kazhagam, the Pattali
Makkal Katchi, the Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
Bharatiya Janata Party, Indian
National Congress, Communist
Party of India, All India Forward
Bloc and Cauvery Delta Farmers
Association also impressed upon
the Prime Minister the urgent
need to release water to Tamil

Nadu immediately.

The Prime Minister informed
the delegation that the Karnataka
Chief Minister and a delegation

from Karnataka were to meet

him this evening (21.9.2002).

During the meeting on that day
He would impress upon them that
the orders of the Cauvery River
Authority should be obeyed.

[72] TamilArasu ]

Chairpersonship - of °
Selvi J Jayalalithaa, Hon’ble

The Details of the Memorandum presented by the Hon’ble

Chief Minister to the Prime Minister is as follows :

*

MEMORANDUM

The Cauvery River Authority formed in the year 1998 has
met only on five occasions so far in the four years of its
existence. The 4th Meeting of the Cauvery River Authority
was held on 27.8.2002 after a gap of 10 months from the
3rd Meeting which was held on 10.10.2001. The 4th
Meeting, it rﬁay be recalled, was held as per the directions
of the Supreme Court of India to which the State of Tamil
Nadu. appealed, as its last resort, to provide immediate
succour to the Delta farmers in Thanjavur, Thiruvarur and
Nagapattinam Districts. which form the granary of the State
and which are witnessing calamity like situation of an
unprecedented magnitude.

The 4th Meeting which took place on 27.8.2002 also did
not provide any relief to Tamil Nadu and since any further
delay would have had disastrous consequences on the
Cauvery Delta, where the farmers of Tamil Nadu have
already lost their Kuruvai crop and are in fear of being
unable to start their Samba crop operations. The
Government of Tamil Nadu pleaded before the Supreme
Court in its LA. No.1 of 2002 in O.S. No.3 of 2002 to
order the release of at least 2 TMC feet of water to Mettur
Reservoir from the Karnataka Reservoirs on a daily basis.
The Supreme Court of India, in its order dated 3.9.2002,
directed that the State of Karnataka should release water
from its reservoirs in Karnataka so that 1.25 TMC of water
feet was ensured at Tamil Nadu’s Mettur Reservoir daily till
a final decision was taken by the Cauvery River Authority.

The Supreme Court’s order came as a ray of hope to the
farmers of the Thanjavur Delta area. However, while the
distressed farmers of Tamil Nadu has still not seen a drop
of Cauvery Water reaching their area. The Government of
India convened the 14th (Emergency) Meeting of the Cauvery
Monitoring Committee on 7.9.2002 hardly 4 days after
the Supreme Court’s order dated 3.9.2002. Tamil Nadu's
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plea to release 1,25 TMC feet of water per day as ordered by
the Supreme Court was not agreed to by Karnataka in the
Monitoring Committee Meeting.

With a notice of less than 23 hours, the 5th (Emergency) Meeting
of the Cauvery River Authority was convened on 8.9.2002. As
the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu was indisposed, the Minister
for Finance Thiru C. Ponnaiyan and a team of officials from
Tamijl Nadu attended the meeting. Tamil Nadu pleaded that
irrigation cannot be sustained unless the quantity of 1.25 TMC
feet ordered by the Supreme Court is made available on a daily
basis. This alone would help Tamil Nadu to atleaste start the
Samba cultivation by raising nurseries. It was also pointed out
by the Tamil Nadu team at the meeting that a quasi - judicial
body like the Cauvery River Authority cannot arrive at an adhoc
formula on an issue touching the lives of lakhs of farmers. It
was reiterated that as per the pro-rata distress sharing formula
which was evolved by the Central Water Commission, a neutral
body as early as in April, 2002, arid discussed threadbare in the
13th Monitoring Committee Meeting on 9.8.2002 and which
was accepted as simple and fair, it was clearly laid down that till
the end of August, 2002, the deficit due to Tamil Nadu was 36
TMC feet of water. This was also accepted by the Government
of India officials in the Cauvery Monitoring Committee Meeting
held on 7.9.2002. As per the interim orders of the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal. Tamil Nadu has to get a total of 60
TMC feet of water during the months of September and October,
2002. Assuming that the same distress conditions may prevail
in the months of September and October, 2002 also, as per the
distress formula, nearly 40 TMC feet of water will have to be
released to Tamil Nadu. Therefore it may be seen that 76 TMC
feet of water will have to be made available to Tamil Nadu by the
end of October, 2002. This would require Karnataka to release
at least 1.5 TMC feet of water per day. It was therefore made
clear at the Cauvery River Authority Meeting on 8.9.2002 that
we cannot and are not in a position to accept anything less than
the quantity ordered by the Supreme Court.

In spite of 'this reasonable and cogent request made before the
Cauvery River Authority on 8.9.2002 pointing out the pathetic

[14] TamilArasu |

situation prevailing in the
Delta areas. An unilateral
decision was taken by the
Cauvery River Authority
that Karnataka should
make available 9,000
cusecs only on a weekly
average basis to Tamil
Nadu (about 0.8 TMC ft
per day) as against the
1.25 TMC feet of water
per day at Mettur,
insisted upon by Tamil
Nadu

As the acceptance of the
Cauvery River Autho-
rity’s decision would have
disastrous consequences
on the Delta areas
leading to losses of an
unprecedented magni-
tude, the Government of
Tamil Nadu approached
the Supreme Court
without any further delay
on 11.9.2002 and filed
an Interlocutory Appli-
cation' before the
Supreme Court of India
pleading to set aside the
decision of the Cauvery
River Authority and to
direct the State of
Karnataka to release
water as per the orders
of the Supreme Court
dated 3.9.2002, i.e. to
ensure 1.25 TMC feet of
water at Tamil Nadu'’s



Mettur Reservoir every
day. The Tamil Nadu
Government also pleaded
for a directive to the State
of Karnataka to release
the water due to Tamil
Nadu for the period of 5
days from 4.9.2002 to
8.9.2002 as per the
Supereme Court’s order
dated 3.9.2002.

It may be recalled that
after the receipt of orders
of the Supreme Court on

3.9.2002, the
Government of
Karnataka did not

immediately comply with
the directions of the
Supreme Court. It was
on1>y after a Cabinet
Meeting and -after an All
Party Meeting that the
Karnataka Chief Minister

announced that water
~ would be released to
Tamil Nadu. Even after
doing so as was ‘widely
reported in the media, the
Government of
Karnataka ensured that
trains were held up in
Karnataka railway
: ‘'stations were ransacked,
Station Masters were
gheraoed, signal rooms
damaged and buses were
not allowed to ply by
violent mobs purported

to be farmers. It was also claimedthat the farmers barged
into the Kabini Dam and took charge of the sluices and closed
the shutters and prevented the release of water. It is a moot
point as to why the Karnataka Government was not able to
take charge of the situation. The media have also reported
that on 18.9.2002, five persons, purported to be farmers,
jumped into the Kabini Dam and one of them died. As per
the information which the Government of Tamil Nadu has
received, these so called farmers were forcibly pushed into
the Dam by anti-social elements in order to create an ugly

situation.

Citing a stage—managed law and order problem cannot be
the basis for flouting the orders of the Supreme Court or
even for that matter the Cauvery River. Authority. The
Government of Karnataka could have easily mustered extra
force either by rushing reinforcements from its.own police
or even mobilishing para-military forces. The fact that the
Chief Minister of Karnataka is pleading helplessness goes
to show:that this entire alleged law and order situation in
Karnataka is State-sponsored and all these agitations have

the blessings of the Karnataka Government.

It is pointed out that the water to be made available at Mettur
Reservoir by Karnataka from its reservoiré as per the
Supreme Court order on 3.9.2002 and also the Cauvery
River Authority’s decision on 8.9.2002 is as follows:

Quantum of water to be ensured by Karnataka as per the
Supreme Court Order and the Cauvery River Authority decision

at Mettur Reservoir :

a)

b)

As per the Supreme Court Order :
5 Days (from 4.9.2002 to
8.9.2002) 5x1:25 TMC ft.

6:250 TMC ft.

s e CRA decision

11 Days (from 9.9.2002 to

8.800 TMC ft.
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Total Quantity of water to be
ensured at Mettur Reservoir
for 16 days (from 4.9.2002

t0 19.9.2002) 15.050 TMC ft.

Total Quantity of water actually
received at Mettur Reservoir

(from 4.9.2002 to 19.9.2002) 4.822 TMC ft.

Shortfall (from 4.9.2002 to
19.9.2002) 15.050 TMC ft.

4.822 TMC ft. 10.228 TMC ft.

Against this background the Karnataka Government
has unilaterally taken a decision on 19.9.2002 to stop
release of water to Mettur Reservoir from the Kabini Dam
and has openly proclaimed that this stoppage is indefinite.
This is outright defiance of the Supreme Court’s orders and
even the orders of the Cauvery River Authority. It should
be remembered that Tamil Nadu, which is the aggrieved State,
and whose farmers are facing an unprecedented crisis, have
been approaching every legal forum available to the State
to redress its grievances even while precious time is being
lost. While this is so, the State of Karnataka, where 4
Reservoirs have been thrown open for irrigation has been
openly and consistently flouting the orders of the Supreme
Court and other fora like the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal and the Cauvery River Authority. The State of
Karnataka is openly engineering a law and order situation
and using it as a pretext to defy the orders:of the’Supreme
Court and other legal fora.

Driven from pillar to post, we, the representativesk from
Tamil Nadu place before the Prime Minister the followings:

a) The pathetic and grave situation prevailing in the
Cauvery Delta areas where lakhs of farmers have
lost their Kuruvai crop and-are infear of not being
able to start Samba crop operations in nearly 12
Jlakh acres'of agricu_ltufal lands leading to a calamity
like situation and therefore to direct the Karnataka
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b)
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Government to release water
immediately as per the orders
of the Supreme Court and the
orders of the Cauvery River
Authority, pending orders on
the Interlocutory Application
filed in the Supreme Court by
the Tamil Nadu Government.

The Government of Karna-
taka has openly defied the
orders of the Supreme Court
of India. The Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal and the
Cauvery River Authority by
not releasing waters ordered
by these fora and by
unilaterally taking a decision
to stop further release of
water indefinitely.

Since the mechanism for

_ implementing the orders of

the highest judicial body of this
country cannot be left to the
mercy of a rival State
Government. The Govern-
ment of India should amend
the rules of thé-Cauvery River
Authority so that the Central
Government can take over
the reservoirs in Karnataka
and release water to Tamil
Nadu as per the orders of the
Supreme Court on 3.9.2002
and as per the Cauve_ry: River
Authority’s own decision on
8.9.2002 pending further

'orders of the"'Supréme Court
in the LA filed by Tamil Nadu.

* A e



Inaugural Address by
SelviJ JAYALALITHAA,
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
at the inauguration of Mahindra City
on 20-9-2002

have great pleasure in
inaugurating the Mahindra
Industrial Park Limited,
“Mahindra City” on 20.9.2002 at
Chengalpattu near Chennai,
before an enthusiastic gathering
comprising the cream of Indian
industry.

The origin of this project dates back to
1996, during my earlier tenure as the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, when my
Government at that time intended to
develop an Automobile Ancillary park near
Chennai, with private participation in the
Associate Sector. Thereafter an MoU was
signed between Mahindra Realty and
Infrastructure Developers Limited and
TIDCO on 2nd February, 1996. This paved
the way for the establishment of
“Mahindra City” which is being
inaugurated today.

As all of you are aware, Tamil Nadu
has been in the forefront of
industrialisation and has over time
developed a diversified industrial and
institutional base. This ranges from
production of goods in sectors such as
automobiles, leather, textiles,
petrochemicals, newsprint and IT, to a
host of educational, financial, medical,
legal, communication and infrastructural
services.

You may recall that the newwave of
liberalisation that began in the year 1991
throughout the country, ushered in
economic reforms in the States too.
Taking quick advantage of the emerging
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TIDCO MAHIND

liberalised economic scenario, the Government of Tamil Nadu
headed by me released the new Industrial Policy in the year
1992, that brought in vibrant policy initiatives, which attracted
substantial capital investments to TamilNadu then. This
resulted in the upsurge of the economy until the years 1995-96.
In factit was during my earlier tenure as Chief Minister between
1995-96 that the investment of transnational majors such as

the Ford and Hyundai Motor Companies came to Chennai, which *

are standing testimony to the accelerated industrial growth of
the times then. y

At present, the State is once again on the threshold of

transformation and has been facing new challenges by way of -

Globalisation thatimpacts on the economic activity across the
entire spectrum of primary, secbndary and tertiary sectors. The
breaking down of national barriers has not§only heightened the
risk element amidst the producers of goods and services, but
also atthe same time increased the awareness and aspirations

of the common consumer. However, as an optimist to the core, -

itis my firm opinion that the only way to meet the challienges of
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the present s to convert these threats into
opportunities. Also, to make the
opportunities fructify into tangible
investments, it is necessary to adopt
competitiveness as the guiding factor in the
manufacturing realm. -

It is also imperative to provide world
class infrastructural facilities and facilitate
institutional reforms to cut transaction costs
for new investors. The attainment of
competitiveness is related to the
development of human -and material
resources inthe State. |am happy to inform
you that Tamil Nadu is already geared up to
take up these new challenges, as Tamil
Nadu is endowed with knowledgeable
managerial and skilled technical human
resources that can be anchored in to bring
in the required investments. The State of



Tamil Nadu offers a stable climate for
investment policies and an atmosphere
of peace and tranquillity. It is in this context.
that the establishment of Industrial Parks
such as the “Mahendra City’ assumes
greater significance, because these
innovative industrial ventures will certainly
provide the required cutting - edge
advantage to Tamil Nadu in our progress
towards rapid industrialisation. | take this
opportunity to commend the major
initiative taken by Mahindra. & Mahindra
in this right direction.

| once again reiterate the resolve and
the commitment of the Tamil Nadu
Government to make the State of Tamil
Nadu the prime destination choice for
investors. Chennaiis already known as
the “Detroit of not only India, but also of

South East Asia”. Besides, the emergence of the Information
Technology Corridor in South Chennai makes it the second
“Silicon Valley” and the “software hub” of the entire nation. The
State is poised for a resurgence in new communication
technologies and Chennaiis the landing point for two i2i (India
to International) submarine cables and this, together with a wide
network of Optic Fibre Cable connectivity, offering an unmatched
bandwidth of 13 Tera bytes per second provides an exciting and
conducive climate for IT entrepreneurs.

In the critical area of infrastructure needs, despite the severe
financial situation of the State, my Government is determined to

_ ensure quality and efficient power supply, improved facilitation

in port development, speedy transportation and customer
services. Itis my firm belief that the range and success ofthese
facilities will bring in the competitiveness to meet the challenges
thrown up by the present era. My Government has all along
been supporting the initiative and participation of the private
sector in tandem with the efforts it is continually taking for
achieving the highest standards in infrastructure development.
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| am happy to note that today the Mahindra Industrial Park
Limited, a joint venture with the participation of TIDCO (Tamil
Nadu Industrial Development Corporation Limited) and ILFS
(Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services Limited) has
come to fruition in a big way. | am glad to learn that the first
phase of the park has been developed on 815 acres outof a
total of 1343 acres.

Tamil Nadu has always remained an alluring destination
from time immemorial. The Greeks and the Romans traded

ot
e

their wares in exchange for spices and condiments. The sea
face of Tamil Nadu has always invited commerce over the
centuries with South - East Asian countries. Tamil Nadu has
always endeared itself historically to outside participation and
the social bonds persisting to this day bear testimony to the
resilience, friendly and enterprising disposition of the people
of Tamil Nadu. | am sure that all of you will agree with me that
globalisation is an opportunity for Tamil Nadu, as it would
certainly serve to resuscitate the urge of competition and growth
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throughout the State. The “Mahindra
Industrial Park Limited” offers this spirit to
the investors to make it their home in the
new millenium. N

On this memorable occasion, | wish the
Mahindra Industrial Park Limited all success
andvl hope that enthusiastic investors will
find the facilities offered in “Mahindra City”
truly world class, and engage themselves in
exciting industrial ventures that will bring

prosperity and success not only to their
projects but also to Tamil Nadu.

Ithank the Chairman and staff of Mahindra
Industrial Park Limited for having invited me
to this inaugural function. | wish to convey
my warm greetings and best wishes to all of
you and | wish you success in all your future
endeavours. ’ o



Our ancient epic "Pura Nanuru” states
that “Those who give food are those who
give life”.

“a_sing Qar@SCsMT 2 ufli Qar@S8sTer”

“Thirumular” in his “Thirumanthiram”
insisted that "When a person while eating
should give atleast one handful of food to
other”. '

“wreur&@LUmb 2 suremih CurQgT(m, sy ”

Feeding the poor is a concept well
enshrined in our epics and literature. To
implement that noble objective
Annadhanam Scheme in Tamil Nadu
Temples was announced in the Budget
2002-2003.

Our Hon’ble Chief Minister inaugurated
the "Annadhanam Scheme” on 23.03.2002
at Arulmigu Kapaleeswarar Thirukoil,
Mylapore, Chennai.

In the first phase, the scheme was
infroduced in 63 selected temples in Tamil
Nadu. Significant enthusiastic response from
the donors, philanthropists and public,
prompted the Government to introduce the
scheme in more temples. Accordingly, it was
extended fo another 63 temples on
15.08.2002 and further more in 18 temples
on 15.09.2002. Now this scheme is
functioning successfully, in 144 temples in
Tamil Nadu with the help of donors,
philanthropists and public.

TANILNAD

R

District wise details of temples.in which
the Annadhanam scheme is being
implemented.
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District

Total No. of
temples

Chennai
Thiruvallur
Kancheepuram
Vellore
Thiruvannamalai
Thiruchi

Karur
Perambalur
Pudukofttai
Thanjavur
Thiruvarur
Nagapattinam
Villupuram
Cuddalore
Madurai
Dindigul

Theni
Sivagangai
Ramanathapuram
Virudhunagar
Thirunelveli
Tuticorin
Kanniyakumari
Coimbatore
Nilgiris

Erode

Salem
Namakkal

Dharmapuri

9
5
5
3
3
7
3
2
2

7
4
5
4
5
8
6
2
5
2
4
6
5
3
4
2
9
8
4
2

Total

144
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After the Utchikala Pooja in the above 144
temples, annadhanam is given to the devotees
and others. One full meal contains, Satham,
Sambar, Rasam, More, One Koottu or Porial
and Pickles.

Instructions are issued to ensure atleast 100
devotees are fed. However in some temples
like Palani, Thrithani and Thiruvannamalai,
more persons are benefitted.

A separate Annadhanam Hundi is installed
in all these temples. This Hundi is being opened
on every Friday in accordance with the rules

~and regulations of the H.R& C.E. Act, and the

proceeds being accounted for properly. -The
offerings received from the Hundi and the
donations received from the donors and public
are being accounted for in a separate account
called *Annadhanam Scheme

Account”.

The donations offered by the donors are
exempted from Income Tax under Section 80-
G of the Income Tax Act. The Commissioner
has also obtained 80-G exemption for the
amount received as donations without
earmarking any temple.

Temple authorities have been instructed to
get exemption under section 80-G of the
Income Tax Act for the benefit of the donors
and accordingly most of the institutions have
obtained certificate from the Income Tax
Department.

One day Annadhanam expenses needs a-
minimum of Rs.1200/- per day for 100 persons.
In order to enable the public to participate in
the scheme instructions have been issued to
the departmental officers to publish the
Annadhanam Endowment Scheme. If any



donor invest Rs.15,000/- for the Annadhanam
Kattalai scheme, the accrued interest from that
investment will be utilised for providing
‘annadhanam on any one of the days specified
by the donor every year. Accordingly steps are
taken to mobilize the fund for the continuous
uninterrupted performance of the scheme and
this performance is being monitored and
reviewed regularly.

This scheme has evoked spontaneous
response from the donors, philanthropists and
public as may be evident
contributions, donations made.

from the
So far from
the Hundials kept in temples, Rs.128 lakhs have
been collected, and Rs.414 lakhs have been
collected as donations. It is proposed to create
a corpus fund with such contribution, which
would be invested. The Income from the
Investment will be distributed to the temples
which do not have sufficient hundial collection
.or donation.

Sofar the expenditure incurred on the
Annadhanam Scheme is Rs.166 lakhs. 91
temples have surplus income, amounting to
Rs.202 lakhs. The deficit in the remaining 53
templesin all Rs.9 lakhs which would be easily

. funded from the donations received.

22,83,980 persons were benefitted under
the Annadhanam Free Midday meals'scheme
upto 26.09.2002.

Widespread appreciation from the press
and the people in all walks of life have come
for the implementation of the scheme.

All temples where Annadhanam Schemeis |
inforce, instructions have been issued to
conduct spiritual class for the Children on every
Sunday between 3.00 to 4.00 PM. for which a
book called *Manavarkaluku Neethipothanai”
has been prescribed. Lessons are taught from
this book by the Educationist \teachers/
Professors/ .Thirukoil Pulavar. So far 66,345
children have benefitted by this scheme. e
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years. | recall with pleasure my participation in

the function marking the dedication of this
Centre to rural women and men on the Tamil New
Year's Dayin1993, during my earlier tenure as Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu. On that occasion, | expressed
my conviction that this Centre would play an
important role in fostering environmentally and
economically sustainable development. | went on to
remark that the achievement of sustainable and
equitable development remains the greatest
challenge facing the human race. It is estimated that
despite the good progress achieved over the past
decades, more than a billion people in the world live
in acute poverty and remain without access to vital

I am Happ'y to visit this Centre again after several
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ERADICATION

resources such as education, health services,
employment and a decentincome.

It is my firm view that poverty eradication and
environment protection should go hand in hand, so
that development becomes sustainable both socially
and environmentally.

Speech of Hon'ble Chief Minister
Selvi J JAYALALITHAA while inaugurating
Touch and Smell Garden, every child a
Scientist Centre and declaring open of
Bio-Technology Green House at
Dr.M.S.Swaminathan Research-Foundation
on 7-8-2002




| am glad that today | have had the opportunity of
inaugurating a Touch and Smell Garden for visually
challenged children and also an Every Child a
Scientist Centre and also the Bip-Technology Green
House at this Centre. | am sure that these initiatives
will help us to focus greater attention on physically
challenged children and also to work towards
technological leapfrogging which is one of the
important elements of the 15-point Action Plan
devised‘by my Government. | hope thatthese major

initiatives of the M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation will be replicated all over the State,
particularly since we are making a major effort in
bridging the digital divide between urban and rural
Tamil Nadu.

| was especially impressed by the Touch and
Smell Garden for visually challenged children, which

is a unique coneept and if | am not mistaken probably .

the first of its kind in India. In order to support this
wonderful project and ta help this Foundation to
expand and extend its activities even further, | would
like to announce a grant of Rs. 10 lakhs from the
Government. Out of this amount, | would like to allot

Rs.5 lakhs to the Touch and Smell Garden and 1 would
like to allot another Rs.5 lakhs to the Bio-Technology
Green House at this Centre where some wonderful
work is being done which when it achieves fruition,
will transform the agrarian economy of Tamil Nadu
and will help to bring several thousand acres of waste
land under development and especially where no
fresh water is available and where no river water is
available, where only saline water is available, this
will help in bringing about cultivation in those areas

P
‘

and indeed transform the rural economy. |
congratulate, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan and | wish him
all success.

lam happy toinform you that | inaugurated recently
atRamanathapuram the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere
Project as well as the environment-friendly Eco-
tourism. Programme and a Bird Centre. All these
projects were prepared by the scierjtists of this
Research Foundation and | would like to express my
appreciation of the visionary work done by this
Research Foundation in developing these projects.
In fact, | am informed that the Gulf of Mannar
Biosphere Projectis the firstinitiatives in the world
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to manage biosphere reserves in a par'ticipatory
mode by all the principal stakeholders. The
M:S.Swaminathan Research Foundation has shown
that without linkingrthe livelihood security of the local
population, particularly the poor, with the ecological
security of the area, sustainable development cannot
be converted from a desirable concept to field level
accomplishment. ;

My Government has plans to promote the
production of organic vegetables, fruits, tea, spices
and other products and thereby help the local farming
community obtainthe necessary certification required
for export. Besides, we are planning to spread the
Pulses Villages concept developed here all over the
State, so that we can help our State reduce theimport
of pulses.

In this context, | would like to.emphasise that itis
unfortunate thatin our country millions of people,

especially children, are still malnourished, amidst '

an abundance of food. | am happy to inform you that
my Government has already launched an ambitious
Malnutrition-free Tamil Nadu programme to end this
sad irony. Similarly, life expectancy in our State is
rising, yet preventable diseases like tuberculosis,

malaria, HIV/AIDS and leprosy are persisting. Here
again, we are determined to’launch campaigns for
the eradication of these debilitating diseases which
limit the productivity of those affected. All these
programmes will be possible only with people’s
participation as well as professional guidance.

On this memorable occasion, | have great
pleasure in releasing the Twelfth Annual Report of
the Centre. | learn that it contains a chronicle of the
work carried out by over 200 scientists of this Centre,
not only in Tamil Nadu, but also in States like Kerala,
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal during the
last year. | congratulate all the scientists and scholars
for the splendid work they have done.

| wish you all continued success and | look forward
to increasing collaboration between the Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation and the
Government of Tamil Nadu in future also. My last visit
was nine years ago. In future | hope that these visits
will be more frequent. On the occasion of the Birthday
of DrM.S.Swaminathan, | take this opportunity to wish
him many more happy returns of the day and wish
him long life in the service of the nation and success
in all his endeavours. °

E

The task before usis our fight against poverty, in
bringing abouta life of dignity for the poor and
needy, are many and difficult. There are some who
may think it impossible. I would only remind of
George Santayana who said, “the difficult is that
-which can be done immediately; the impossible is

that which takes a litde Jonger...”

-Hon’ble Chief Minister, SelviJ JAYALALITHAA

e  — —

T26] TamilArasu |




0,
%0

K3
L

0,
L4

progress, to lead a good and cul-

Thought provoking
sayings of

What we need today is the growth of
knowledge, in order to advance in
every field. Knowledge should have
its sway.

The people of aland should first of
all be educated if they are to seek

tured life and to gain a proper un-
derstanding in the spheres of poli-
tics, economics and industry.

Teachers, Parents, Officers - all should try to
foster good conduct, discipline, fairness and
honesty in students.

Students should not waste their school-life,
as itis very, very precious. Their mind should
not be distracted by any event outside. Par-
ticularly, students should not participate in agi-

tations.

What is literature for? How should literature
be? What can be called litgerature? Why
should it exist? My view is that it should not
only help man to live, but also be conducive to
the progress of society. ’
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If the principle of co-opertion is established in a proper
manner in our country, then society will be free from the
cares and anxieties of the morrow and will be enabled to
live alife of peace, joy and contentment.

Good conduct, honesty and fairness not only enhance a
man's dignity, but also are beneficial to all others.

Mere enthusiasm, courage and a sense of sacrifice alone
will not do in the youth. The youth can be of service only
when they have the capacity to discriminte the good from
the bad, the possible from the impossible and to reflect
and ponder dispassionately.

Educationis a must for enhancing the country’s glory. In-
dustrial growth is essential for a life of self-respect and
comfort. o S
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LET
THE WORLD
UNITE
THROUGH
ART

Hor’ble Chief Minister
Selvi J] JAYALALITHAA

have great pleasure in
inaugurarting the = New
Cultural Complex of the South
Zone Cultural Centre .at
Thanjavur, which caters to the
artistic aspirations of the
people of the Southern States
namely, Tamil Nadu, Andhra

Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and the Union Territories of
Pondicherry, the Andaman & Nicobar. -Islands and
Lakshadweep. I am equally delighted to associate myself with
the inauguration of the All India Crafts Fair and the Folk
Dance Festival inaugurated by His Excellency the Governor
of Tamil Nadu.

The Government of Tamil Nadu, during my tenure, has always
been bcstbwing special attention on the development of art and
culture. It was during my eatlier tenure as Chief Minsiter of Tamil
Nadu that a separate department called the Directorate of Art

and Cultrue was created in December 1991 with a view to bringing

all educational insitutions and other bodies imparting courses in
arts under one umbrella. I am happy to inform you thart this Art
& Culture Department has now developed into a full-fledged
Directorate.

Infact it was during my previous tenure as Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu in 1992 that 25 acres of land was allotted to the
South Zone Cultural Centre, which was then fanctioning in a
rented building in Thanjavur. The new Culrural Complex with
four entrances depicting the art forms of the four Southern States
namely, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnaraka and Kerala has
fully vindicated my action of having allotted 25 acres of land to
this Centre. I hope that the new Cultural Complex which
comprises an Art Gallery, an Audirorium, an Exhibition Hall, a
Library, an Administrative Block and a Central Open- Air Theatre
will devote itself to the promotion and disseminartion: of South
Indian Art forms and continue to win more accolades and wide
acclaim. :
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The culture of the people of any race includes various aspects
such as their customs and traditions, standard of life, faiths and
beliefs and particularly art forms. As we know, Indian culture
has been hailed all over the world - for its richness, and in
particular, South Indian Culture is celebrated as the most
advanced and ancient culture not only in India, but indeed in
the entire world. It is gratifying to note that scholars of both
national and inter national repute have observed that the Tamil
Culture in this region is the oldest in terms of time and the
richest in content. As part of the rich Tamil Society, one is
immensely elated by the fact that Tamil Culture is not only
ancient, but also an embodiment of many distinguished features. .
The ancient Tamils regarded people living all over the world  as
their own kind as illustrated by the world famous lines of
‘Purananooru’ (Ymmremmi) an ancient Tamil Treatise, which I

quote:
“wrgnh oarGy wreumd Csafit”
which means

“EVERY TOWN IS
OUR HOME TOWN
EVERY MAN IS OUR . KINSMAN

This cosmopolitan and humane outlook is still intact in
Tamil'Nadu and [ hope that the South Zone Cultural Centre
situated in Thanjavur, the ancient Tamil town renowned for its
divinity and cultural heritage, will stand as a lasting testimony

to the spirit of “unity in diversity” a lofty
and noble principle pervading the
cultural ethos of our great country. Only
those who are able to use art for the

- welfare of humanity can be acclaimed

as truly great exponents of art. I am
happy to recall here the illustrious role
played by our revered leaders Perarignar
Perunthagai Anna and Idhaya Deivam
Puratchi thalaivar M.G.R. who not only
successfully made use of traditional art
forms like drama and .contemporary art
forms like cinema to propagate rational
thinking among the people of Tamil
Nadu, bur also undertook path-breaking
social reforms and trail blazing initiatives
in social transformation in Tamil Nadu.
Cultural Centres, such as the South
Zone Cultural Centre at Thanjavur, were
started at 7 places in the country during
1986.

The main objectives of these
Cultural Centres such as preservation,
innovation, promotion and
dissemination ‘of art and culture,
encouraging and involving youth in the
promotion of not only developed arts,
but also contemporary arts such as folk
and tribal arts are being realised by the
South Zone Cultural Centre at
Thanjavur 'in an outstanding mannet.
On the occasion of the inauguration of
its new cultural complex today, 1 wish
to convey my warm greetings to all
those who are associated with the South
Zone Cultural Centre.

The Government of Tamil Nadu has
come out with a 15 point programme,
which, T am proud to mention, is a
holistic prescription for the all-round
development of the State in all spheres
of activity. The 12th point in the 15
point programme deals with
development of art and culture. It is in
this context that I would like to outline
a few ‘initiatives taken by the
Government of Tamil Nadu for the.
promotion of art and culture. I am
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happy to mention that
my Government has
taken steps to extend
financial assistance to
1640 artistes. in the
State, who are 'in
indigent circumstances.
During this year, at a
cost of Rs.30 lakhs, 500
such indigent artistes
will be provided with
financial assistance of
Rs.500 per month, and
the rest will be covered
during the next year. In
order to gncourage
artistic talent folk arts,

street plays and cultural
programmes to be conducted by proficient
artistes will be organised in all the Districts.
For this purpose, Rs.2 lakhs is being
sanctioned to each District and a sum of
Rs.10 lakhs will be provided for Chennai
City. Besides at a cost of Rs.3.50 lakhs, 5
new awards at the rate of Rs.2,500 each to
5 eminent artistes in each District are to be
distributed through the ‘District Art
Society’ functioning in each District under
the Chairmanship of the District Collector.
Besides, it has also been proposed to issue
identity cards to artistes proficient in various
fine arts.

The Government of Tamil Nadu and the
Government of Kerala have sanctioned a
sum of Rs.1.50 crores as matching grants
to the South Zone Cultural Centre. Tamil
Nadu did not stop with that, but went a
step ahead. Tamil Nadu has allotted land
for the Centre besides sanctioning Rs.2
crores for the completion of the new cultural
complex.

There is a noble saying in Tamil which
says

“ZHeneuuileuTTed 2608 6MHMIEHLD
Smewr@umd”

which means
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“Let the world unite through Art™

True to this saying, the South Zone Cultural Centre is
carrying out its functions extremely well. Last year, in
collaboration with the Art and Culture Department of Tamil
Nadu, this Centre conducted many cultural prégrammcs
throughout the year. This Centre, along with Cultural
troupes from other Zones, has been conducting cultural
programmes depicting the art forms of other States too. |
am also happy to note thar this Centre is sending cultural
troupes to various countries such as Mauritius, West Ger-
many, United Arab Emirates and Russia and is thercby
propagating our rich cultural traditions abroad.

I thank His Excellency the Governor, who is the
Chairman of the South Zone Cultural Centre, and the
organisers of this function for having invited me to participarte
in trhis colourful function. I am happy thir the Hon'ble
Minister for Culture from Karnataka is with us today.

On this memorable occasion, I wish to convey my best
wishes to the South Zone Cultural Centre, and all the officers,
staff members and artistes who have assembled here today,
and express the hope that they may achieve success in all
their future endeavours.

Address by Hon’ble Chief Minister
while inaugurating All India Craft Fair &
National Folk Dance Festival 2002 and declaring
open the new cultural complex of South Zone
Cultural Centre, Thanjavur on 24-6-2002.




Democracy is not a form of
Government alone. It is an invitation
to a new life - an experiment in the art
of sharing responsibilities and benefits
- an attempt to generate and
coordinate the inherent energy in each
individual.

This is the Age of common man ....
systems and school of thought whether
it is in Philosophy or Politics, eithics or
economics, are certainly meant for
him.

The Supreme Task before the
University is to give those who seek, a
vision of Knowledge, its True
proportions and perpectives to
maintain the sovereignity of ideas and
ideals in the world.

Let ;'y!yisdom be your weapon
Let virtue be your guide and
companion
March with determination
Act with enthusiasm
Gain laudable victories
for the good of all mankind

I am having much faith in art as a powerful
medium through which best ideas can be
conveyed to the people. All progressive
nations have recognised this. It is not merely
lucrative profession but also an effective
medium for protecting high ideals to the
nation.

Our literature, arts and architecture are fine
specimens of human intelligence.

Rationalism does not mean-repudiation of
basic and fundamental truths and axioms but
the ann_iAhilat’ion of.dubioué modes of thought
and action. ' <>

Perarignar

ANNA

speaks
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he first meeting of the Tamil Nadu Information Technology
Council under . the Chairpersonship of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister Selvi J Jayalalithaa was held on 22.8.2002 in the
Cabinet Room at Secretariat.

T

The Tamil Nadu Information Technology Council headed by Hon'ble
Chief Minister Selvi J Jayalalithaa was attended by the members of IT
Council which includes Thiru D. Jayakumar, Vice Chairman - Minister
(Law & IT), Dr. M. Thambidurai, Minister (Education), Thiru Sukavaneshvar,
Chief Secretary, Mr. Kiran Karnik, President - National Association of
Software and Services Companies (NASSCOM), Ms. Sudha Raju, Vice-
Chairperson, Manufacturers Association of Information Technology
(MAIT), Mr. P.K. Mohapatra, Chairman, Confederation of Indian Industry
(Cll), Tamil Nadu Council, Dr. M.S. Ananth, Director - Indian Institute of
Technology - Chennai, Dr. E. Balagurusamy, Vice Chancellor - Anna
University, Ms. R. Rajalakshmi, Director, Software Technology Parks of
India (STPI), Mr. K. Mahadevan, Chief General Manager (Operations),
BSNL, Chennaiand Mr. N. Parameswaran, Chief General Manager, VSNL,
Chennai and Thiru Vivek Harinarain, Secretary (ITS Thiru Madhavan
Nambiar, CMD, TIDCO and Thiru Hans Raj Verma, MD, ELCOT. v

On this occasion'Hon'ble Chief Minister Selvi J Jayalalithaa released

a Booklet and a CD entitled “Achievements of Tamil Naduin IT sector™

(Volume-l). The Booklet was received by Mr. Kiran Karnik, President,
NASSCOM and the CD by Ms. Sudha Raju, Vice Chairperson, MAIT. The
Booklet highlights various achievements of Tamil Nadu in the IT sector.

Tamil Nadu has ‘a number-of splendid achievements in the IT sector, :

especially in the Registration Department where the computerization
programme of the department has been selected by the Government of
India for a documentary entitled "Information Technology in Service to
the Citizen". The booklet also highlights the achievements in
computerization in the Land Administration and Management System
introduced in the:Revenue Department, Computerisation of the Transport
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Department, Online issue of
Admission cards for TNPCEE
besides others.

On this occasion, the Hon'ble
Chief Minister Selvi J Jayalalithaa
also inaugurated the new Web
Site of the Tamil Nadu Government.
The website ~ has been
completely redesigned with many
unique features. State-of-the-Art
techniques have been adopted to
create this new, elegant web site,
which makes browsing through
the Government web site very
simple and interesting. This new
page contains Links to the
profiles of the Hon'ble Chief
Minister, Ministers and
department wise details. The
information content is also being
reviewed continuously to keep it
updated and most citizen friendly.
The highlights of the new web site
of the Government of Tamil Nadu

~ are as follows:

The Home Page has a shared
border showing the modernity of
IT Parks and the traditional

_temples, amidst the fluttering

National Flag.

The Home Page is made
inter-active by the addition of a
What's New section with
photographs, which will highlight
the development programmes
being launched by the
Government of Tamil Nadu.

- All the. contents .are easily
accessible using the “Drop
Down Menu” buttons to avoid
cluttering.

"% Search and Site Map facilities

have been added.



< Tamil pages have been

grouped and can be accessed
with a single link.

< ADepartment page has been
added to show the details of
all the departments of the
Government. It gives the
contact details of the Ministers,
Secretaries to Government,
Heads of Departments, links to
relevant Citizen's Charter and
Policy Note documents and
lists the websites relating to
the department.

% All pages have been grouped
under Government, Services,
Documents and Contacts with
exhaustive cross-linking
between the pages.

As the Chairperson of the Tamil
Nadu Information Technology
Council, Hon’ble Chief Minister
Selvi J Jayalalithaa delivered the
introductory speech before the
de’iberations of the Council
b-gan. The Tamil Nadu

Information Technology Council deliberated on the new IT Policy of Tamil
Nadu. The IT Policy of Tamil Nadu - 2002 is drawn up with a vision,
namely:

“To put the smile of prosperity on the face of every citizen of
Tamil Nadu by leveraging Information Technology (IT) to
create value and wealth for a knowledge-based State. -

The IT Policy of Tamil Nadu - 2002 has the following objectives :

* To establish Tamil Nadu as the Destination of Choice for IT
investments .

* To upgrade the quality of life for the citizens through e-Governance
and IT applications in Government.

* To empower people in the rural areas so as to bridge the Digital
Divide.

* To develop Research and Development initiatives.
* To promote use of Tamil in Information Technology.

The Council deliberated on the draft policy which include the
Destination of Choice, Promotional Initiatives, Human Resources
Development Initiatives, e-Governance apd IT Applications in Government,
bridging the Digital Divide, Research & Developmental Initiatives, use
of Tamil in Information Technology so that the State will metamorphos
from online to Online thereby becoming the Knowledge Capital of India.
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KNOWLEDGE
BASED SOCIETY
PRIORITY
OF
GOVERNMENT

" _Hon'ble Chief Minister . .
Selvi J JAYALALITHAA
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welcome to all of you to the First Meeting of
the Tamil Nadu State Information
Technology Council. It gives me great
_ pleasure to Chair this distinguished
Council and address its members.

66 ! tthe outset, | would like to extend a,warm

I would like to-focus on “The Tamil Nadu Strategy
for Rapid Growth” in the Information Technology (IT)
and Information Technology Enabled Services (ITES)
Sectors. | am quite aware that no discussionon IT is
complete, unless it is laced with a lot of data.

_Therefore, | will not disappointyouand so here are

some facts. The world production of hardware and
software is in excess of 2000 Billion US Dollars arid
the world trade ‘accounts for over 60 percent of this.

The share of India continues to remain lessthan1 =~
percentin both world production and world exports. * -

The question | would like to raise here is: Should we

- be dlsa ppomted’)

My answer is “CERTAINLY NOT"; | see

_tremendous potentlal both for India as well as for

Tamil Nadu, as a vast and vaned market inl.T is
awaltlng



Ithas been rightly observed that when “the going
gets tough - the tough get going”. Itis true that the
economic recession that setin, in early 2000, the

‘terrible incidents of the lith of September 2001 and
the accounting misdemeanors of some top US Multi-

National Corporations have all clouded the

environment with a lot of uncertainty. And yet for the
financial year 2002, the Indian IT industry incredibly
maintained a silver lining with a sustained growth
and registered a high 33% increase in exports. Tamil
Nadu also crossed the One billion US dollar mark in
software exports. It was the number one State in
annual growth registering an increase of Rs.2107
crores in a single year marking an increase of 68%
over the previous year. Our total for the year ending
2002 was Rs.5223 crores.

My Government has set for itself-the goal of
making Tamil Nadu the number one State in IT and
its Allied Sectors including areas as diverse as
Foreign Direct Investment, IT for e-Governance
initiatives, and application of IT in Government
departments. Information Technology will also be
utilised as an instrument for shartening the
competitiveness of the old economy industries
connecting the populace in rural and remote areas
with urban centres generating rural wealth and
employment.

Translation of this grand vision into action points
requires a set of imaginative Policy Directives that
address both the present and the short-term needs.
This also requires to be done by careful deployment
of scarce resources through an appropriate “Return
On Investments” (ROI) strategy.

The Governor's address to the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly and the Budget for the year
2002-2003 of the Government of Tamil Nadu outlined
specific sector targets, which are briefly as follows :

*  Technological leap-frogging through promotion
of Research and Development; co-ordination
between academia and field, and attention to
connectivity and content in order to bridge the
Digital-Divide. '

=N\

For my Government
and I what are traly
important
are Tamil Nadu and its
people. Improving the
quality of their lives and
putting the smile of
prosperity on the face of
every citizen through the
creation of a knowledge
based society will always
remain the number one
priority of my Government.
W\ —

*  Creation of an International Research &
Development Knowledge Park at Chennai'in
partnership with the IIT.

*  Setting up of Special Purpose Vehicles to plan,
develop and promote Coimbatore, Madurai,
Tiruchirappalliand Tirunelveli as IT Enabled
Services (ITES) Hubs of Tamil Nadu.

* Deployment of Wireless in  Local Loop
Technology for extending Internet penetration to
the remotest rural areas of Tarnil Nadu.

After deliberations in this Council, my
Government will be quickly coming out with the “New
IT Policy of Tamil Nadu” which will outline the medium
and long-term plans for the growth of IT during the
next four years in Tamil Nadu.

| am proud, to share with you the fact that a

-~ sound agro industrial base, comfortable power
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position, well-developed infrastructure, high quality
literacy and-outstanding human resources already
existin Tamil Nadu and make Tamil Nadu the most
favoured destination for IT related activities in entire
South EastAsia.

In this context, | would like to point out that Tamil
Nadu'’s potential, as the Destination of Choice for IT
investments needs to be marketed globally. This will
be ensured by participating in national and
international IT related exhibitions and fairs, and by
organising seminars, workshops and exhibitions in
India and abroad. In fact, | would like to use this
opportunity to.invite you all to attend and actively
participate in the “Connect 2002" an International IT
eventin Chennai, and “Coimbatore IT.com 2002 at

Coimbatore, both events to be organised in.

partnership with the Cll by the Government of Tamil
Nadu. . -

To establish Tamil Nadu as the “IT Enabled -

Service and Business Process Outsourcing capital”
of the world, my Govern ment will provide the road
map for accomplishing enviable targets such as -
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*  Enabling each and every remote corner of the
State with Optic Fibre Cable connectivity

* Digital literacy for all students

*  Simplification of procedures and e-maintenance
of records in Governmentdepartments

*  Improved global connectivity in public private
partnership ' '

*  Augmenting skills for English and non-English
speaking markets.

The future e-Governance projects of my
Government wil be driven by a paradigm shift from
“IT looking for a probiem Domain” to the “Domain
needs looking for an IT solution”.

Recognising the need for an increased role of
the private sectorin IT development, e-Governance
initiatives will be implemented through Public-Private

- partnership with suitable revenue generating and

revenue sharing arrangements putin place.



A few of these projects designed as self-
sustaining entities with built-in revenue models are
the e-Governance Project of the Tamil Nadu
Registration Department which has been chosen
as a model project for inclusion in a documentary

. entitled “IT in Service to the Citizen” being produced
by the Government of India. The e-Governance project
for bridging the digital divide in the rural areas - RASI
- “Rural Access to Services through Internet” is
being extended to ten districts in Tamil Nadu.

Other departments where e-Governance
initiatives have been undertaken are Revenue, Police,
Transport, Health, Higher Education, School
Education, Rural Development and Municipal
Administration to name a few.

The International competitiveness of Tamil Nadu

is clearly demonstrated by the selection of Chennai

as the location for Back Office of the World Bank. In

all 153 countries were analysed before India was

chosen. In India, all-important centres of IT were then

put under a microscope. At last, after rigorous

evaluation Chennai emerged as the winner on
“account of the following :

% Apro - active, stable and friendly Government
*  Acultured, safe and well-endowed city

*  The best pool of IT and accounting knowledge
*  Continuous supply of power and

*  World class international convnec_tivity -

and | think that itis definitely a featherin the cap
of Tamil Nadu-which has gone a long way in
establishing Chennai as the leader of IT in the entire
country.

The year 2002 is shaping up as a challenging

year for the IT industry. The days of fast paced .

spending are behind us. Investments and purchase
decisions are under close scrutiny. Business
management with restricted resources, but higher
efficiency and growth will be a challenge to all of us.
How to do more with less is the big question
presenting itself before all of us.

The National Association of Software and
Services Companies (NASSCOM) predicts that
“Business Process Outsourcing” (BPO) will be the
big ticket for Indian IT in 2002. Global outsourcing to
India will accelerate and some of the giants of the
Indian software scence will enter the BPO business.
Xansa (India) calls 2002 “a year of hope”. We will
strive to get a larger portion of this piece of hope, and
| am sure our strenuous efforts in this area will
definitely pay rich dividends.

Another strategy for Rapid Growth in Information
Technology has been to ensure that business and
Government transactions, knowledge and power of
the Internet are available to the people in their local
language. This enables technology to truly penetrate
into each and every corner of theState creating a
revolution for wealth creation, employment
opportunities and entertainment.

As you are aware the State has been-a pibneer
in the use of Tamil in IT with over 1000 websites
developed in the local language and | am happy to
inform you all that the Tamil Virtual University provides
Internet based resources to the Tamil Diaspora
throughoutthe globe.

Formy Government and | what are trulyimportant
are Tamil Nadu and its people. Improving the quality
of their lives and putting the smile of prosperity on the
face of every citizen through the creation of a
knowledge-based society will always remain the
number one priority of my Government. lintend to use
Information Technology and IT Enabled Services as
my guided missiles for ushering in a new era of rapid
development and prosperity in Tamil Nadu.

Once again, | extend a warm welcome to all of
you, and | look forward to a thought provoking-session
with all of you".

Tamil Nadu Information Technology Council -
first meeting on 22-8-2002. -

TR R e e e U S e o et ot A
fikt Introductory speech of |
l Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu I
| Selvi J Jayalalithaa at the l
I

|: TamilArasu |37}



|38] Tamil Arasu_|




[TamiAms: [39]




é’?"ra&a’sr L
Ened @gﬂﬁ,ﬂ, %mﬂmi% b

E‘\ams—

BE ALERT AND ATTEND TO
THE GRIEVANCES OF THE PEOPLE

Hon’ble Chief Minister’s advice to the Collectors

“Norrnally, 1 would have preferred to give you adequate notice and hold
a regular Collectors’ conference and discuss all matters pertaining to your
districts at length. .But we are meeting today under slightly different circumstances.
he seasonal conditions have not been very favourable to us. The South West Monsoon i
playing truant and water has not been let out into the Cauvery. Hence, this emergency
meeting is to face an extraordinary situation.

infall data indicate that there is an overall deficit in the rainfall to the exflent of 1
te from January 2002. Though on the face of it, it looks marginal, the deficit ky
form throughout the State. There are a few districts which have had norm
infall. But there are also some districts which have had a deficit of ey,
eficit districts had scanty rainfall during the last year also. Hen
elves to meet any adverse conditions arising out of this s

[a0] TamilArasu |



Wwas 22 districts and works are going on. Nevert
ht it would be useful if | hear first hand from the Collet
about the situation prevailing in
their districts and to ensure that we are geared up to meet
any adverse situation.

Providing drinking water to the public is our top priority and adequate
supply of drinking water to the entire public should be ensured at all costs.
I would request Collectors to be extremely alert and attend to
all requests or grievances about drinking water supply expeditiously.

Collectors should also evolve a mechanism of getting regular feed-back from all parts of
the districts regarding availability of adequate quantity of water. | would like to
hear fromyou what the position is in your district and how much of the
money already released has been spent.

We are aware that the storage position in various reservoirs is low
and the crop coverage, in the delta area and elsewhere,
has been below normal. | would request the Collectors
to ensure that adequate quantity of agricultural :
inputs are available in case '
farmers want to take up replant'ing'or goinforan
ative crop. Fortunately, we have adequate sto
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‘our public distri
tin a scarcity situation like this, the
dwork at its peak efficiency and Collectors have
g this. Even at the cost of repetition, | would like t '
upon the Collectors that notwithstanding the
adverse seasonal conditions,
no citizen of Tamil Nadu should be a victim of hunger.

We should also keep in mind that the cattle
population also be taken care of.
Itis our responsibility to ensure drinking water and
fodder for the cattle.

e

I had a very detailed meeting at Thanjavur with a few of you to
provide relief to the people of the delta districts. | had laid
- particular emphasis on employment generation to help agricultural
labourers get work under the programmes. | would like to hear from the Collectors
of the delta districts as to how far they have been able to provide employment to the
ndless agricultural labourers. | would also like the Secretaries and the Collectors to
explore the possibility of taking up works under the ongoing schemes in
the next couple of months itself, at least in the affected districts.

With these introductory remarks, | would like to
hear from you what the situation is and suggestions
as to how we can proceed in the weeks ahead”.

- Speech of Hon’ble Chief Minister
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harat Ratna Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam born
Bin 1931, represents some of the best aspects of Indian
life.

The son of a boat owner in Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu, he
had an unparalleled career as a Defence Scientist culminating in
the highest civilian award of India, the Bharat Ratna. As Chief of
the country’s research and development programme, Abdul
Kalam demonstrated a great potential for dynamism and
innovation that exist in our defence research establishments. He
rose from obscurity through sheer dint of endeavour and became
the architect of the Indian Defence Missile Programme. The
missiles Agni, Prithvi, Trishul, Aakash and Nag have raised India
to the level of a missile power of international reckoning.

A graduate from the St.Joseph's College,
Tiruchirapalli, Abdul Kalam later studied
aeronautical engineering in the Madras Institute-
of Technology which was regarded as the crown
jewel of technical education in Southern India in
the fifties. After passing out as a graduate
aeronautical engineer, Abdul Kalam joined the

Dr. A.

P.J.ABDUL KALAM

President of India
- a Profile

Directorate of Technical Development and
Production of the Ministry of Defence.

He laterjoined the Indian Committee for Space Research as
aRocket Engineer which during the later half of 1962 had decided
toset up the Equitorial Launching Station at Thumba. He became
amember ofthe team led by Prof Vikram Sarabai which aimed at
organising an integrated national space programme with the
equipment for the manufacture of rockets and launch facilities
developed and produced indigenously.

Prof Abdul Kalam was chosen to lead the team for the launch
of Satellite Launch Vehicle. The India’s first Satellite Launch
Vehicle, SLV lll was successfully launched on 18th July, 1980.

Prof Abdul Kalam was appointed Director of the Defence
Metallurgical Research Laboratory, Hyderabad. He was appointed
as Head of the DRDL in February 1982. As Director of DRDO, he
developed the missile programme and the first launch was
conducted of the Trishul on 16th September, 1985. He was
appointed as the Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister and
Secretary, Department of Defence Research & Developmentand
Director General of Defence Research and Development
Organisation. Later he became Principal Scientific Adviser to the
Government of India with the rank of a Cabinet Minister. Dr.Kalam

" believes defence technology can be used as a

technological tool for national development.

Abdul Kalam was conferred the Padma
Vibhushan on Republic Day 1990 and the Bharat
Ratna during 1997.

Dr. Abdul Kalam has this to say about his life
in “Wings of Fire - an autobiography’.

“Each individual creature on this beautiful
planetis created by God to fulfil a particular role.
Whatever | have achieved in life is through His
help, and an expression of His will. He showered
His grace on me through some outstanding
teachers and colleagues, and when | pay my
tributes to these fine persons, | am merely
praising His glory. All these rockets and missiles
are His work through a small person called
Kalam, in order to tell the several-million mass
of India, to never feel small or helpless.We are
allborn with adivine fire in us. Our efforts should
be to give wings to this fire and fill the world with
the glow of its goodness™. ' o
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Chancellor,
r Pro-Chancellor,

= Vice-Chancellor,
Graduates of the Year
and Friends!

Thankful as | am for the unique honour conferred on me
by this institution, it is not without hesitation and a good deal of
trepidation that | stand before this august assembly to-day to deliver
the Convocation address, for though itis a pleasure to be present
on the happy occasion of greeting the graduates of the year and
wishing them all a bright and prosperous future, itis not an easy
task to place before them appropriate guidelines-conscious as |
am of my own limitations and aware of the eminence of those
who stood at this rostrum in the past and gave weighty and worthy
advice to graduates. Stalwarts in various walks of life scholars
of erudition and experience, administrators of rare abilities, have
all been here to deliver instructive discourses, and | do not for a
momentimagine that | have the capacity to add anything substantial
to what has been already said by those who preceded me. | am
convinced therefore that to be called upon to deliver this address
is not so much an invitation but as a command to me to bestow
the most careful and considered thought on the role of
Universities in general and of the Annamalai University in particular.

The fact that | am conscious of my own limitations gives
me a sense of relief, for attempt | shall not to offer original ideas
or theories with a special stamp, but only reiterate some of the
cardinal principles enunciated by those who offered their advice
in past years perhaps with annotations here and there, bringing
to bear the lay- man’s point of view to the findings of experts
in various fields connected with education. This is the age of the
common man-whatever the regrets some might have and itis his
point of view that matters most and | do claim to represent him
in all his ruggedness. Systems and schools of thought, whether
itis philosophy or politics, ethics or economics are certainly meant
for him. f
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Of course, the interpretation should
come from scholars and experts and the
art of translating them into every day activity
is to be undertaken by the adnministrators.
Universities as the repositories of knowl-
edge and the nursing ground for the
emissaries of thought, wisdom and

service, have got a prominent role to play.

- and the prominence is growing every day.
as more and more individuals get
themselves equipped for the task of
betttering society in all its sectors and
spheres. This is all the more so in this
age when we have eschewed monarchy
and autocracy and have inaugurated the
era of democracy. During the monorchical
or feudal days. Universities had to train
scholars and poets to adorn the chambers
of Royalty or the gilded mansions of
Lords and nobles and their
wisdom was meant for the mansion, not
for the marketplace. Those were

days when numbers did not count,




nor were eminent scholars asked to face
the problems confronting the masses.
They were content to work in secluded
spheres, far from the din and noise of the
common man, and weave the costly
fabric of philosophy or poetry which in
turn was to be converted into dazzling
garments for the select and the
privileged.

The role of the University today is
not cloistered and confined as in the
past.. Its function has been enlarged not
in its fundamentals but in its domain. It
has to take into account the common
man not to perpetuate, his
commonness, but to tim and train guide
and lead him, for he is called upon to day
to perform uncommon tasks. He is
asked to do his duty as the citizen of a
democracy - a task which kindles sweet

hopes but which demands patience and-_

perservarance faith and confidence, faith
in himself and in others and confidence
in his inherent ability to shoulder the
responsibilities, The common man has
become the Ruler of the land-he holds
his destiny in his own hand. Unlike in
a bygone age, when rulers were born
either in palaces or in mansions, to-day,
every hamlet and every hut has become
the birth place of a potential ruler and the
duty to-day. the resposibility to-day of the
Universities ' is to fashion out of him an
individual fitted and equipped for the task
of 'making democracy fruitful and
effective.

| said that the duties and
responsibilities of Universities have
grown.in demension and scope, but
pointed out that the fundamentals
remain_ unaltered _and these
fundamentals are of permanent value
and of perennial interest. The supreme
task before the University is to give those

who seek vision of knowledge in its true proportions and perspectives,
to maintain the sovereignity of ideas and ideals in the world. A balanced
mind, the ability to discriminate between what is merely trivial and what
is important, the capacity to look at a problem from all its angles without
fear or favour to be tolerabnt of the other man’s point of view, these
are fundamentals which are unalterable and it is only the Universities
that can provide society with @ continuous stream of men and women
endowed with these qualities . While addressing the University of
Brussels, Dr.S.Radhakrishnan, our former President made the
following statements.

“For its proper functioning, democracy requires more qualities
than other forms of Government. Itis in the Universities that we can
develop the true spirit of democracy, appreciation of other points of view
and adjustment of differences through discussions. It can be kept
healthy and strong by the exercise of individual responsibility and
judgement. In Universities, we have to re-cali the struggles of the past
and realise the perils and possibilities, the challenges and
opportunities of the present.”

Democracy is nota formof Government alone it is an invitation
to a new life an experiment in the art of sharing responsibilities and
benefit an attempt to generate and co-ordinate the - inherent energy
in each individual for the common task. Hence we cannot afford to
waste a single talent impoverish a single man or woman or allow a
single individual to be stunted in growth; or held under tyranny and the
Universities should, through the graduates it sends forth year after year,
annihilate the forces that attempt at agrandizement and tyranny, fight
against cant and hypocrisy and enthrone human dignity.

Graduates of the year, | wish you all a prosperous future for, after
all, the immediate concern of every individual, graduate or no graduate,
is to acquire the means for a decent living.  That is the first motivation
for all human activity and no one can ignore it, but that ought not to

“be the sole objective. Something higher and nobler than mere

individual material advancement is expected of you for remember that
this University education is a privilege that you enjoy, for which you
are deeply indebted to the community of which you are a member. Most
of the money needed for maintaining institutions for higher education
come from the revenues collected from the community through the State
and a good proportion of that revenue come from the tillers and the
toilers, men who did not enjoy the privilege, men who willingly submit
themselves to discomfort, so that they can enable the next generation
to lead a-better life. Graduates of the Annamalai University, may | ask
you, how are you going to repay-whatis to be your contribution to the
social chest on which you have drawn'so largely. Unless you replenish
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it richly, coming generations will find only an empty coffer. Your
superior education increases your responsibility to society and
therefore, apart from or along with your own individual advancement,
society has got a right to expect an adequate return from you - not
$o much in terms of money as in terms of service - in toning up
society, in bringing light into the dark alleys, sunshine into dingy
places, solace unto the afflicted, hope unto the despondent and
a new life unto everyone.

That this is a welcome and worthy ideal none would dispute,
but not everyone will come forward to transtate that ideal into action
- and yet our ancient as well as modern thinkers have all stated
in unmistakable terms that wisdom is manifested.in action.

Unless service is the outcome, the sermons become sweet
nothings. As Jefferson stated, “We must dream of an aristocracy
of achievements arising out of a democracy of opportunities”.

And when | seek your help and co-operation in the supreme
task of serving society, please do not wink and smile and say, it
is all so easy to say, | am not unaware of the difficulties in the way,
nor am | going to brush aside the influence of the environment on
you. May be, the world in which you are to begin the journey is one
which will dim your hope, disturb your determiniation. You may
come face to face with the unpleasant sight of practices widely
differeing from the principles inculcated in you. You may find self-
seekers enthroned and the patient worker decried. Tyranny of all
sorts may stare at you and every step you take will be a struggle.
I admit that the environment is such that even people with robust
optimism will be discouraged and forced to take to the path of ease
and comfort.

But, we should also realise that a continuous stream of men
and women endowed with the spirit of service have been carrying
on the crusade successfully and have conferred rich benefit on
humanity.

We, the Tamilians have been holding aloft this ideal for more
than two thousand years and hence we find in Pura Nanuru this
passage,

“2_GUOTLIT) SYDL0 (SUEYSIGLD ...

8UaEs e CrTaTnIET

Umi&Qaar gt 2 s wrCer!”
- ymio 182
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“The world exists-.——
Because there are selfless people
who strive for the good of others.”

- Puram 182

As inheritors of that rich legacy, you are
best fitted to overcome even the environment
and serve society to the best of your abilities.

Anyone, who proposes to do good
must not expect people to roll stones out of
his way, but must accept his lot calmly if they
even roll a few more upon it. “A strength which
becomes clearer and stronger through its
experience of such obstacles is the only
strength that can conquer them,” says Albert
Scheweitzer.

Though the problems in various
contries are of a similar nature, the peculiarity
attached to the problems of our country is of
a pronounced nature.

Ours is not a case of starting from
scratch - had that been the case the only
thing needed would have been the intensity
of effort to be put forth. Ours is a case of
erosion of the mind - we are not in search of
fields, but have to engage in the task of
fertiising and irrigating it. We are notin search
of ideals, but are engaged in the more
intricate task of calssifying, codifying and
verifying layers of ideals. We are not wanting
in culture - but have to cleanse it from the cob-
web of time and de-adulterate it. In short, we
have to rediscover ourselves, and re-construct
our entire thought. Once we were the custo-

dians of everything noble, but we have allowed

the germs of decay to multiply and thirve. Our
task to-day is to allow fresh air and sunshine
and regain the original shape and stature-
that which made us well-known in distant
lands and climes.



Our literature, art and architecture are fine
specimens of human intelligence - but they bear
the ravages of time and also the effect of currents
and cross - currents so that to-day we have to
listen the Foreign Historian or scholarin order to
realise the “Glory and grandeur” of our own
country.

Age commands veneration - but unless it
is recuperated, decay sets in, Our culture and
civilisation and hoary, but we have allowed scars
and wrinkles to disfigure them. It is our duty,
therefore to re-discover and re-construct what is
ours and enrich it by drawing liberally upon the
achievements of other countries.

Our Problem is not want of a system = in
any branch of knowledge. We have fine specimens
in all spheres. We claim also - and that rightly -
immortality for our systems, but we have not
succeeded in keeping them fresh and young,
effective and energetic, for we have allowed them
to decay. '

“If a system has to endure,” says
Dr.Radhakrishnan, ‘it must be perpetually young
and ready to change.” In other words, it must be
capable of accepting new ideas, have the
resilience of mind which the young have, have the
openness, flexibility and spirit of adventure by
which they accept what is given to them and
transform it out of recognition.

Eos, a Goddess falling in.love with a mortal,

prayed to God to grant immortality to the lover -
“yes’, said God, and the mortal gained immortality.
But he grew old, infirm, senile, decayed - and what
was a feast once to the eyes of Eos became a
sight to shun and grieve over - and he who gained
immortality |onged for death - for whatiis life if it
‘becornes a prey to decay? Then Eos sighed and
_said, “I prayed for immortality for my lover,
forgetting to pray for prepetual youth.” = -

We, in this country are facing some such
situation - and we are in charge-of the task of re-

juvenating our culture and civilisation - our entire thought.
Instead of attempting that, we have been, for too long a
period, doting upon the decayed forms attempting to defend
them from critics and currents of new thought. And while
other parts of the world, after persistent and patient search
after truth, have arrived at new conclusions and are scaling
new heights, we are content to sit near the shattered rampart
and narrate past glory. Our religion has degenerated into
rituals, our society which was once classless and casteless
has degenerated into watertight compartments of caste and
creed, and, all the while, we have kept eigther silent or have
been supplying defence to superstition and orthodoxy by
offering liberal interpretations in a scholarly way. Unwittingly,
we have been allowing this state of affairs to exit, despite
condemnation and protest. And, more than that, whenever
a doughty warrior comes forth to fight against the evils
prevalent, we decry and denounce him as an annihilator of
noble values and hoary systems. Periyarn Ramasami
represents and symbolises the fury and frustration in a
sizable section of society at this state of affairs. To allow
systems to degenerate and at the same time denounce
those who champion the cause of Rationalism is but to
perpetuate superstition and orthodoxy and allow this society
of ours to get decomposed.

Universities offer the proper forum for a free and full
discussion of these- intricate problems and. graduates
trained here are to go forth as emissaries of that social
reconstruction which is long overdue. The country looks to
centres of learning like this University to enable the people
to pursuse the path of progress braving difficulties and, if
need be, courting danger.

Graduates of the Annamalai University, let me
call upon you to carry on the crusade against caste which
cannot co-exist with democracy, against supersitition-which
cannot co-exist with science and against tyranny of various
dimensions which cannot co-e)ast with liberty, equahty and
fraternity.

Pursuing vocations  for your and your families weli
-being you have to berform your duty towards society. You
are to become torch-bearers of Rationalism-and
Rationalism does net mean repudiation of basic and
fundamental truths and maxims, but the annihilation of
dubious modes of thought and action. You have to work
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‘hard and with daring and dash, for we
have to clear cob-webs which are
centuries old and let reason reign
supreme.

Another peculiar feature of our
times is the fact that we are a nation in
the making, and, if in their anxiety to
forge integration, some confuse unity
with uniformity, it is the duty of men
trained here to enunciate clearly the
principle and see to it that, in the name
of unity, no part of the country is made
to become the vassal of another part-
knowingly or unknowingly. We cannot
be a party to foul play, however worthy
the goal. Just on the eve of
independence, Rajaji stated with an
acumen all his own.

“Our political experiment is really
like melting iron and metals and"
pouring them into a crucible and
makiing an alloy, an alloy which can
stand wear and tear. It is not like the
chinaware that other people have
turned out in their countries. Their
democracies were easy to make like
plastics. But we are dealing with metals.”

National integration is a goal, worthy and much-sought after,
but neither in the field of language nor in the economic sphere, could
we tolerate injustice and domination. That is exactly why this Gov-
ernment was brought into existence-it represents the determination
of the people not to be coerced into accepting Hindi as the Official
Language.

When we plead for the continuance of English as the link
language, some people do misrepresent us and misinterpret our
motive. They trot out untenable arguments and disputable statistics,
bring in the bogey of disintegration and want to silence people by
threats and troops. Problems were never solved by autocratic
methods and this problem of language is inimately connected with
our way of life, not for the present alone but for the future as well.

The vaemment of Tamil Nadu has stated in unmistakable
terms that Tamil and English can serve all our purposes, the former
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as the Official Language of this State and
the latter as the link language. If it is
accepted and the most emphatic of Hindi
protoganist do accept that- if it is accepted
that English can serve admirably as a link
between our State and the outside world,
why plead for Hindi to be the link language
here? What serves to link us with the
outside world is certainly capable of
rendering the same service inside India as
well. To plead for two link languages is like
boring a smaller hole in a wall for the kitten
-while there is a bigger one for the cat. What
suits the cat will suit the kitten as well.

English is foreign some argue, as if
we were out to destroy or give up everything



foreign. We bring foreign wheat in foreign ships. We
seek foreign aid not only in the shape of money but also
in the form of technical know-how and not a week passes
without one or other leader undertaking a journey to the
West or East to secure whatever aid is possible to
secure. And on top of all these things, we have given
up so many systems peculiarly our own.

We are not content with Rural economy, we want
Trombays and Ennores. And we are not conscious of
their being foreign; only in the matter of language we pose
as ultranationalists and dub the English language as
foreign.

Shelley and Byron, Keats and Coleridge, Emerson
and Bacon - they are not foreign to us in the strict sense
of the term. Is Tiruvalluvar a mere Tamilian? They are all
World Citizens - World Teachers. And the language
enshrining their thoughts is not to be discarded just
because it comes from another country. That we are not
going to accord a higher status to English is borne out
by the fact that we have accepted and are implementing
with due caution the principle of making Tamil the medium
of instruction in colleges - progressively.

University education is an epitome of all that is
best in thought cultivated in various countries, and from
you should radiate universal thought and cosmopolitan
ideas.

And if we are to get all these and more from out
of the Graduates of the University we have to re-examine
the methods in vogue in Univesities, in teaching and in
administration, and so perfect them that every student
feels that he is a Co-sharer of the pleasure and privilege
of knowledge along with his Professors: I shall not dabble
in methods of teaching or adminstration -~ experts in that
field are the natural custodians-my plea is only as
regards the necessity for a re-examination.

While the functions assigned to Universities are
mostly of the same type, the Annamalai University, by its
structure and spirit, has got a special function of its own.
The great founder's nobility and generosity has'made this
institution gain the esteem of eminent men here and

elsewhere; butif we analyse the thought and motive force.

of Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, we will find that he
wanted this place to be not only a seat of learning but
also a centre of learning and research of Tamil Culture
and Tamil polity. He had the foresight to realise that
Tamilians were going to cultivate their special talents
and that was exactly why he started and made a
success of the Tamil Isai Movement. Rajah Sir was
never a man of tall talk - he believed in solid work and
he kpew the time was bound to come for us to delve
deep into our annals and literature, culture and
civilisation, and succeed in getting due and adequate
recognition in the worfd forum.

Truly great has been our achievement in the field
of literature. To be able to announce to the world that
we the Tamilians do possess

“BflensuT F66 GDIEOSTME DEGDOT
Qurss LADYILG Comig uflum_s
SHNOESTT THSID S6AGWIT L eibLD6LosiT
DsHnss M G5 Agros”
- LS Qgmms afeTésiLTL e

“The eight Tamil anthologies of variegated ‘kinds
are the following: NATTRINAI, the laudable
KURUNTHOGAI, AINKURUNURU, equaly important
PATITRUPATHU, the admirable PARIPADAL, the
learned KALITHOGAI, AKANANURU and
PURANANURU

- An explanatory Poem on Eight Anthologies.

and fo present to the world the great Tirukkural
which is a Code of Conduct for the entire humanity are
something about which we can have pardonable pride
and pleasure.

And yet, are we devoting enough attention to
these Tamil Classics? Not ill the last decade. Address-
ing the Convocation here in 1943, the late lamented Sir
R:K.Shanmukham Chetty had the following to say :

“I graduated with a complete ignorance of Tamil
Culture and history; in fct with a great deal of contempt
for these. | attained a fair degree of profiencey in
English Literature and the history of European culture.
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| acquired some knolwedge of even Anglo-Saxon and Gothic. | read
the translation of the Bible in the Gothic language by Bishop Ulofilas,
but | had not read the Kural of Valluvar. | could understand Chaucer,
but the name of llango was nothing but a name. Even after leaving
College, | kept alive my interest in these studies and built up a Library
in which there was not a single Tamil book.

-

In my early youth when | lived in a World of my own with no
sense of responsibility, all this made no difference to me and | was
proud of my learning. Soon when manhood came with its cares and
problems, | found myself a stranger in my own home......... Gradually
I began to realise the incongruity of my scheme of life and for some
time now | have been endeavouring to rectify the balance. It was only
a few years ago that | seriously attempted to study some of the Tamil
Classics. | find that they are fit to rank among the immortal works
of the World. | now bitterly regret my neglect of the treasures of my
own land.”

It was not an apologia, but the expression of a new
determination and Sir R.K.Shanmukham lived to establish the truth
that he had mastered not only the Tamil language but Tamil literature
as well. Had he lived for some more years, he would have travelled
many a land carrying the message of Tamil Classics, which spoke
at such a hoary past about.

“@aTGm Gaub G Gonumin”
- Smwkdind (2066)

PERIYAR is the image of the great intellectual revolution,
What the people of other countries could achieve in two hundred
years, Periyar has done in twenty years. If we take up the

“There is but one God and one creed”
-Thirumandtram (2066)

“wgid eenGr; wireu(mn Geerfl;”
- ymib (192)

“Every country is my country;
Every man is my kinsman”
- Puram (192)

“oflemeG gyt auidE 2 uiGy”
- GUHEOSTMS (135)

“Nothing but deed is the soul of man” -
Kurunthogai (135)

“Bevvgl Qeiiged gyt gyuflen,
Ijveg) Qslige ebLflsr.”
- Umib (195)

“Even if you cannot do good to others,
do refrain from doing harm.”
- Puram (195)

“steueuif] mebevsUT 9yt et
Sisuaufl pedema; sumfl HeoGeor !
= Upib (187)

continent of Europe, a chain of great thinkers as Voltaire and
Rousseau had 1o strive hard for two or three centuries to create a
great awakening against a government established in ﬁfty Years.
1o create a rationalistic outlook which dawned in two centuries
there, Periyar boldly ventured to achieve in twenty years. He
planned and acted accordingly. In other words, he put centuries
in capsules. Even as a druggist packs a number of medicines

in capsules, he consolidated 200 years of useful

work in twenty years.
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“As the people, so is the country”. - Puram (187)
“Qespudgil LG Fee.” — umib (189)

“The use of wealth lies in benefaction”. - Puram
(189)

“Geib peirgud Amter aumn” - ypib (192)

“Good and evil come to us not through
Others but by our own acts”. - Puram (192)

“UGSgetp Lsoayuili LGN BTGamT
Qam@ssannieT sTeeand Sma”. - Gner (322)

“Sharing food with others and guarding all lives
in this world is the essence of the advice given
by the wise™.

- The Kural

thoughts now placed before the world as
blossoms of the modern age.

You, graduates of the Annamalai University,
have got to undertake the special task of carrying the
message that our classics contain, to the entire
world and declare that what was the most ancient
here is what is being introduced to-day as the most
‘modern.

South India is the home of the most ancient
culture. Though for a fairly long period there was the
mist of ignorance, thick and widespread, it has now
been acknowledged by all that Dravidian Civilisa-
tion of a highly developed character can be traced
back to the second and third millenia before Christ.
Many.a foreign scholar has borne testimony to the
perfection with which' Tamil language has been
developed into an instrument of precise and subtle
thought and to the beauty and richness of the litera-
ture - which is contained in it. Dravidian literature,
philosophy, art and architecture offer, therefore, a rich
and fruitful field for exploration and critical
investigation.

top.....

Not for mere glorification but for a just appreciation
of all that is of real value and beauty in our past heritage,
we need this research and investigation.

| do not propose to talk about your responsibility in
the political arena. Suffice it to say that you should make
democracy safe and sound, salubrious and fruitful.

Carry the message that this University has given to
you wherever you go, whatever the station you find
yourselves in and elevate the common man - the average
man - who is the back bone of this and other countries.
Permit me to present before you a portrait of the Average
Man -

“He seems incredible but represents two-thirds of
mankind. He lives in a hut. He cannot read or write. His
energy is sapped by disease. He labours up to 15 hours
a day. He works on land he does not own. He and his family
are usually hungry. He will die young. But he still has hopes
for his children; that they will be strong and healthy; will be
able to read and write; will know individual freedom in a
peaceful world. This is the world’s Average Man.”

And the world over, this Average Man has become
conscious of the injustice done to him and as a
consequence we find agitations and marches, struggles
and clashes. In many a country, measures to raise his level
have been undertaken. Take a pledgé, here and now, that
we will not lag behind and leave our Average Man in the
lurch. For if the base is weak, the domeis doomed.
Inheritors as you are of a noble heritage, you are eminently
fitted for this noble task, and on its success depends the

~ future of this nation as of others. Let us remember what

Woodrow Wilson said,

“Nations are renewed from the bottom not from the

real wisdom of human life is compounded out of
the experiences of ordinary men. The utility, the vitality, the
fruitage of life comes like the natural growth of a great tree,
from the soil, up through the trunk into the branches to the
foliage and the fruit. the great struggling unknown masses
of the men who are at the base of everything are the dynamic
force that is lifting the level of society. A nation is as great
and only as great as her rank and file.”

| TamilArasu |51]




May | submit my plea to you, youths
blossoming forth from this institution, be
firm but not obstinate, let there be a
blending of ideas, but never cheap
imitation and injurious adulteration,
beware of mistaking obsessions for
principles and fads for facts, strike at a
synthesis and avoild subservience, fail
not to protest against injustice but project
not your own view as the final one, forget
not the ancient Tamil saying.

“SHME) MELDLICTITSTIIET6)| G600
Fsarey” — sefll LTLe), gysusme.

“What we have learnt is as
small as a handful of earth. What we
have not learnt is as large as the
world.”

- A Solitary Verse, Awvai.

and falter not when you practice
what you profess.

University education gives you
the basic needs for this stupendous
task, but that is not enough. say allong
the Lafacyetee.

I read, | study

I examine, | listen,

I reflect, and out of

all this, | try to form

an idea in which | can put as
much of commonsense

as | can.

And remember the longest
journey is the journey inward, and
since graduation is but the starting
point of that journey, | wish you sucess
- reach the goal yourselves - teach
others to march towards the goal, and
let that goal be,
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a world wihtout
beggar’'s out-stretched
palm, the miser's
heartless, stony stare,
the piteous wail of
want, the pallid face
of crime, the

livid lips of lies

the cruel eyes

of scorn,

a race without
disease of flesh or
brain, shapely and
fair, the married
harmony of form and
use - where

life lengthens, fear
dies, joy deepens,
love intensifies, and
Man regains his
dignity.

And to get these things realised, let us one and all strive
towards the ideal enunciated by Tiruvalluvar,

“2 mudluyd et Weanfud Qemusmain
Genmg) Guisbeugl HMH.” - Gosr (734)

“A country is that which is free from excessive hunger,
endless disease and destructive enmity”. - The Kural

I am confident that you are being sent into the wide world by
the Annamalai University with this objective - you are bound to win,
for you are adequately equipped with the spirit supplied by this great
institution. May your life be a bright one, and may its lustre brighten
the entire land! Accept my congratulations, and march onwards,
towards the land of smiles.

Convocation address delivered at
Annamalai University on 18-11-1967.

S TR
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' lnmate moves to encourage developmgnthe
i lonkages for the exlstrng databases to the

to the TNITC. SWG will facilitate
interdepartmental. e- Governance
initiatives in

The assessment, implementation,
monitoring and standardisation of IT
projects of the State.

‘Synergetic utilisation of IT as an enabling -
tool for:efficiency and effectiveness in:

EDS.

Playing a key role in making an inventory

of existing application packages usedin

the -Departments.

Initiate and develop projects:in: IT.:

applications.

Develop Interoperability- Systems and -
Standards for seamless transfer of.
information between domains and make
it mandatory through legislative -

mechanisms.
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Develop Special pilot projects on Digital
signatures, Smart cards, online security
issues and Paperiess Government.

The policies and specifications. as
stipulated by the SWG will be supported
with the-best practise:guidance; tool kits
and pilot projects. Connecting to the
existing systems and databases and
developing acomprehensive: mformatlon
system that integrates ‘into-a“ data
warehouse for anai»yt-lcal data mining to
support d.ecis'»ion-mak'ing will be the core

~issue for the Interoperability standards.

' Steps towards conversion of the domain
* knowledge available in Secretariat and

Government offices all-over the State in
key areas w;II be drgltlsed and made

i 'avallable for}__all _departm.ems to. fac,l_llftate»a
_knowledge-based decision making:
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he Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
Selvi J Jayalalithaa conducted Grievance

Day meetings for Police, Fire and Rescue Services

and Prison personnel of the 4 Police Zones of

the State and for the personnel attached to 3 . ¢ e
the Chennai city Police. This is an unique Hon ble Chlef Mlnlster

and direct interface of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister with the members of the

uniformed force never before undertaken Re dre S S e S the

by any Chief Minister and unparalleled

anywhere in India and was undertaken 2 f
to understand the problem of the police grlevance S O

personnel in the field and to provide

redressal to their grievances after following P 1' P ' 1
due procedure. This exercise, which was" : O lce ers Onne

conducted on 26.7.2002 for the South Zone, on

2.8.2002 for the West Zone, on 5.8.2002 for the

Central Zone, on 7.8.2002 for the North Zone and

on 14.8.2002 for the Chennai City Police covered 8152 personnel
belonging to all ranks of the uniformed force. Taking into consideration
the nature of grievances which have emanated from this interface
with the uniformed personnel, the Hon'ble Chief Minister has ordered

that some immediate measures be taken to ensure redressal of. 3

thelr grievances:-

1. A Iarge number of dependams of those uniformed personnel
“are awaiting appointment on compassionate grounds. The
Hon’ble Chief Minister has ordered:that all such persons be

given suitable employment immediately in the Prison/ Fire/. .
Police Departments. Depending upon their qualifications and
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physical parameters, they will
be absbrbed .either in the

‘vacancies available in the

force or in the ministerial

+-wings of the department and

other civilian posts available in.

‘the- department. The Police

Department will be going in for
computerisation in a massive
way and dependants who

- have suitable qualifications will
- be utilised suitably in this area

also.



In order to ensure that shortage of
strength does not stand in the way
of the police discharging their duties
effectively, vacancies in the Police
Force will be filled up by a crash
programme of recruitment. Priority

will. be given to the recruitment of .

Women Sub-inspectors and Women
PCs in order to ensure that every
regular Police Station has at teast
one Woman Sub-Inspector and two
Women Police Constables.

The demanding and strenous nature
of an uniformed person'’s job requires
that he/she has a well settled
domestic life. A large number of
requests for transfer, especially those
pertaining to transfers to the same
place where the spouse is working,
or where aged parents are living with
no one to care for them etc. were
received. The Hon'’ble Chief Minister
has ordered that all such transfers
must be granted immediately to
ensure a peaceful domestic life for
the uniformed personnel. In order to
ensure that in future transfers on
genuine grounds are done without
delay, suitable delegation of powers
to the Zonal, Range and District
Officials will be given.

The sensitive and arduous nature of
work of the uniformed force personnel
makes them more vulnerable to
disciplinary action than other
sections of Government Officials. It
was noticed that even minor
transgressions resulting in
disciplinary action have stood in the
way of promotions for a large number
of persons, leading to a sense of
frustration and despair. To enable
these personnel to start afresh with
a “clean slate” and to encourage
them to work with enthusiasm and a
positive attitude, the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has ordered that all minor
punishments should be cancelled. Iin
addition, a review will be done of all
cases involving major punishments
by the next appellate authority.

A large number of personnel are
languishing for want of even a one

10.

stage promotion in their-entire career due to the stigma of
minor transgressions. Others have been denied promotion
even without incurring a single punishment. Hon'ble Chief
Minister has ordered that in such cases of persons lan-
guishing for want of promotion, especially those on the
verge of retirement, all of them will be given a one step
promotion depending on their seniority, by cancelling minor
punishments pending against them. Those eligible persons
with no punishments will be given the one step promotion
immediately.

In order to ensure that a police officer has the opportunity
to acquaint himself with all areas of policing, the Hon’ble
Chief-Minister has ordered that every directly recruited
police officer should have exposurg to the various wings
of the department like Law and Order, Armed Reserve,
Tamil Nadu Special Police, Traffic etc. and their service
should not be confined to anyone wing alone. Suitable
amendments to existing rules will be made to ensure this.

The practice of Special Sub-Inspectors being singled out
for wearing a “Red Braid whistle Cord” will be dispensed
with and they also will wear the Khaki Colour Braid Whistle
Cord like the rest of the Force.

The dangerous and strenuous nature of work of the
uniformed force makes them susceptible to injuries and
ilinesses. A large number of cases claiming
reimbursement from the Tamil Nadu Police Health Fund
are awaiting clearance. It was noticed that many of the
personnel could not claim reimbursement because of
certain reasons such as the illness not being included ir.
the approved list, or the hospital where treatment was
taken not being in the approved list. The Hon'ble Chief
Minsiter has ordered that necessary Government Orders
be issued incorporating such diseases and extending the
number of authorised hospitals to give immediate relief.
A one time exemption for cases involving those who have
taken treatment in hospitals not included in the approved
list will be given. Adequate funds will be made available
to clear pending claims. Revised Lists of approved

. hospitals will be published in Chennai, all District Head-

quarters and all Taluk Headquarters.

The Government will undertake a massive programme to
upgrade all the eleven Police Hospitals with the help of
the Health Department. It will be ensured that round the
clock services will be available for police personnel in these
hospitals, which will be fully equipped. Admission of police
personnel in need of treatment will be effected all the 24
hours.

With the increasing number of women joining the Police
Force, resulting in a problem of Women Police with infants
and with no one to take care of them, the Hon'ble Chief
Minister has ordered that provision be made for creches
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1.

12.

13.

_promotion, et

forthe benefit of the Women Police personnel all overthe
State with trained Ayahs to care for. the babies.

The Tamil Nadu Police / Fire / Prision forces are known
for their brave personnel, many of whom have performed
heroic deeds and shown valour under extenuating
circumstances. It was found that a large number of
personnel who have performed such heroic deeds have
not been recognised either due to procédural delays or
other reasons so far unexplained. Hon'ble Chief Minister
has ordered that all such heroic deeds be given due
recognition by way of certificates, medals, accelerated
| s per procedure.

It was found that a large number of personnel had
grievances pertaining to pay parity, junior drawing more
pay than senior, stagnation in promotion etc. The Hon'ble
Chief Minister has ordered that all such cases be reviewed
by the DGP, Director of Fire Services & Additional Director
General of Prison Services and a special report sent to
Government Zone-wise withifi a month’stime.

Several police personnel have brought it to the notice of
the Hon’ble Chief Minsiter that penal rent has been levied
on them for over-stayal in quarters.Hon'ble Chief Minister
has ordered that henceforth, personnettransferred out of a
particular station should vacate their quarters in time.
However, as a one time measure such penal rent

“outstanding so far will be waived.
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The Hon'ble Cheif Minister has

. instructed all Senior Police , Prision

and Fire Services and Rescue
Department Officers to ensure that
redressal of grievances of the
personnel under them should receive
top most priority. The
Superintendents of Police have been
instructed to attend the Armed
Reserve Parade every Friday and
listen to the grievances of the
policement. They must set aside

Tuesdays as Grievance Days for the
local police personnel attached to the
district units. DIGs will hold grievance
days once in a month. Addl. DGPs,
DIGs, Zonal IGs and IGs of Special
Units will hold Grievance Days once
in two months. The DGP will hold
Grievance Days once in three
months..All grievances of personnel
should be followed up by swift action
and decisions taken should be com-
municated by written order.

A similar pattern will be followed for
the Prison and Fire Service personnel
also. ; *



have great pleasure in addressing the

members of the Federation of Indian

Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) on the occasion of their Executive Meeting
and | wish te convey my warm greetings to all of
you on this significant occasion. The Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
which was established around three quarters of a
centufy ago has grown from strength to strength
with @ membership of 500 chambers of commerce
and industry today. It is heartening to note that
over this period, the FICCI has developed excellent
capabilities o analyse the fast developments and
fluctuations that are occurring in the economic
landscape of the country and also to suggesf
ideas and approaches which can guide both the
Central Government and the State Governments.

The economy of Tamil Nadu has been
undergoing a transition from a predominantly
agrarian economy to one led by rapid growth in
services. The contribution of the primary sector to
the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) has
declined from over 50% in the 1960s to around
17% dis of now. While the share of the secondary
sector is currently around 33%, the tertiary sector
has shown significant growth and has a share of
around 50% as of now. With a share of around 7%
in the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) of the
country, Tamil Nadu stands first in the country in
respect of the number of factories and the total
number of workers employed in the factories.

The State of Tamil Nadu enjoys a substantial
percentage of the Indian output in respect of
heavy commercial vehicles, light vehicles, auto
components, power driven pumps, leather
products, newsprint and software.

According fo a recent study conducted by the
Economist Intelligence Unit on World Investment
Prospects, India is likely o be the lith largest
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- Speech by Hon'ble Chief Minister
Selvi J JAYALALITHAA atthe
Federation of Indian Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI), National Executive
Committee Meeting on 5-7-2002.
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beneficiary of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
inflows among emerging markets in the period
between 2002-2006. Thisis a marked improvement
from its earlier 16th position during the period 1997
-2001. 1 am happy to mention that for Tamil Nadu,
which is today the Thifd largest recipient of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI), this trend in the
international arena is a heartening one.

To look at the larger picture, the State of Tamil
Nadu ranks 4th in terms of per capita income
among the larger States and appears to- have
successfully undergone a demographic transition
to reach near replacement levels of fertility and is
set to attain stabilization levels in terms of
population growth. Significant strides in accessing
quality health-and educational facilities for our
people have also been made. While it is my wish
to propel the State to the forefront, there are many
areas of difficulties, which cannot be ignored while
planning strategies. Since the number of people
employed in the agricultural sector continues to
remain high, of the order of around 50%, the
declining contribution of the agricultural sector in
the State economy implies considerable
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unemployment and underemployment in that
sector. "

High levels of unemployment and poverty in
Tamil Nadu imply that income distribution in the
State is highly skewed and | feel that it is high time
that this unhealthy phenomenon is totally
eliminated. It is necessary to ensure that a large
portion of the population in the State acquires the
requisite purchasing power necessary to propel
demand for goods, commodities and services
being pfoduced in the secondary and the tertiary
sectors of its economy. It is necessary to see that
inter-district disparities in socio-economic
performance do not become major constraints.
I am determined to ensure that this does not
happen and | propose to build on the strength of
the present and address the weaknesses and
imbalances that remain. This will involve redefining
the role of the Government as a prime mover and
facilitator for the overall development of the
people. Involvement of non-Governmental
organizations and the private sector in the
development process is becoming Governmental
organizations and the private sector in the



development process is becoming increasingly
important. It is-a matter of significance that over
the last eight days, the State has signed three
MOUs with major and all round‘-developmemcl

objectives in mind. The first with TATA Steel for setting

up an integrated Titanium Dioxide Plant at a cost
of Rs.2000 crores in the Tirunelveli - Tuticorin Districts,
which wduld try to use the local mineral and
manpower resources to bring prosperi-fy" tothe area.
The other two, one with the Infrastructure
Development Finance Company (IDFC), and the
other with ASCENDAS, a subsidiary of Jurong Town

Corporation, a Singapore Government promoted

Company, will involve private sector participation
in infrastructure development in a very big way,
thereby paving the way for private investment to
the tune of several hundred crores of rupees in
Tamil Nadu shortly.

Besides, in response to the representations
received from trade and industrial associati ons, my
Government has reduced the Entry Tax on certain
inputs and raw materials to 3% and has allowed
the set off for the local Sales Tax on finished
products. The relevant notification was issued on
the 1st July, 2002. | hope that these trade-friendly
measures will accelerate further growth in the frade
and industrial area in Tamil Nadu.

We have unveiled a 15-point programme to
realize our commitment to secure a ‘heailthy and
Productive life for all’ and make Tamil Nadu the
foremost State in the country in all spheres of
activity, with human development indices
comparable to the best in the world. My strategy
for economic reconstruction and development
include the following :

1. Fiscal consolidation - because high and
unsustainable revenue and fiscal deficits force
the Government to resort to higher taxation to
meet the growing expenditure commitments.
Our aim is to reduce unproductive expenditure

of the Government and reprioritize resource
allocationin the State Budget to production-
oriented . sectors such as infrastructure
development, health, ‘education etc. Two
High Level Committees, namely, the
A.M.Swaminathan One Man Commission for
suggesting expenditure and staff reform to the
Government and the other, the Dr.Raja
Chellaiah Committee for suggesting methods
for greater revenue augmentation to the
Government, were appointed by my

Government for furthering fiscal consolidation.

2. Agricultural ‘and industrial sectors of the
economy to be revived fo ensure assured and
remunerative livelihood for the people involved.

3. Fostering comprehensive rural and urban
infrastructure improvement.

4. Open - governance, fiscal transparency and
corruption-free administration to eliminate
avoidable transaction costs,

I have set for Tamil Nadu a target of 8 percent
growth of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP)
for the period 2002-2007. If this is fo be achieved,
we have to squarely and urgently address the
apparent areas of stagnation in the economy. As
have indicated earlier, we have to make a
concerted attempt o increase the purchasing
power of the people in rural areas, which would
translate  into demand for goods and
commodities being produced in the agricultural

and industrial sectors.

We have dlready announced our commitment
fo.increase the agricultural growth rate from the
present 2.72 percent to 4 percent during 2002-
2007 and have outlined our strategy in this regard
in the recent budget. 1 shall briefly summarize our*
approach towards this sector :
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Optimizing utilization of
land area for cultivation by
integrating wasteland
development and
rainwater harvesting. am
happy to mention that my
Government has already
initiated a massive
Wasteland Development
Programme covering
about 20 lakh Hectares.
During this year itself,
about 3.33 lakh Hectares
are going to be treated
under this scheme and
the rest in the next 3 years time. We have salicited
private sector: participation - in reclamation of
wasteland, as this process is capital intensive and
offers new opportunities for employment for large
numbers of people.in the rural areas.

Ensuring remunerative returns to the on-farm
and non-farm work force in the State’ by‘improving
production and productivily of land, hortficulture
dévelopment for value addition and development
of agro-based rural industries. We are implementing
a new scheme, which aims at identifying and

developing at least one economic activity with a

minimum capital of 1 crore rupees with a
sustainable employment base, in each of the 385
blocks of the State and we hope that this scheme
will rapidly transform the rural’economy of Tamil
Nadu in a big way. We are also launching a new
programme for training one lakh farmers over three
years in methods of high profit commercial crop
production.

Rural Tamil Nadu needs a new social contract,
under which we will endeavour to provide reliable
and quality infrastructure which will. include
telephone and internet connectivity, assured water
and power supply and a thriving local market with
necessary backward and forward linkages to
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ensure attractive returns for the farm and non-farm

work force. Industries in Tamil Nadu face the
following key challenges and vital changes as the
national economy opens up for the free trade with
the rest of the world :

e The domestic industries would face much
greater competition at home - from cheaper,
better quality and value added imports.

e Our business enterprises have to not only
successfully compete in the domestic market
but also penetrate overseas markets.

e The competition will be in terms of cost, quality
of products, timely delivery schedules and
good customer care service.

Four sets of policy implications follow from the.
aforesaid challenges, which would form part
of the "New Industrial Policy” of my Government, '
to be unveiled

me shortly.
o
o :

» Streamlining od&[nistroﬁve regulations and
processes. so that they do not constrain
proliferation and developrment of business in the
State.



We are going to establish the
Dr. MGR Knowledge City in
Chennai where a state-of-the-art
Biotech Park will also be
established with the collaboration
of Cornell University of the USA.

e Improving industrial productivity and profitability
in high-end as well as labour intensive sectors
in terms of cost and quality of output, and
enhancing adapfiveness in the new liberalized
business environment. Tamil Nadu's greatest
opportunity lies in its core strengths - strong
manufacturing capabilities in areas like textiles,
engineering efc. a high quality and scientifically
trained workforce, and a strong R and D
tradition. | propose to build upon this base and
also modernize and diversify into new growth
sectors.

e Developing adequate and quality infrastructure
for attracting industrial investments and
sustaining the process of industrialization.

e And finally, optimizing the competitiveness in
the new growth sectors such as Bio-technology,
information Technology, Telecommunications,
Genetic Engineering etc.

My aim is to make Tamil Nadu a knowledge
driven and digitally literate society. | personally

perceive the role of ITas an instrument for widening -

access, rather than the gap between those who
are linked and those who are not. Information
technology offers great opportunities for the socio~
economic transformation of Tamil Nadu in terms
of employment opportunities, reduction in the cost

of providing service and improved competmveness :

of the old economy industries, enhancement of

efficiency, transparency and responsiveness in
governance, and digital connectivity between rurd\
and uran areas.

| am proud to mention that Tamil Nadu is
emerging as a major hub for software and
hardware development and has the potential to
pbecome an IT corridor to the entire South East Asia
region. As you are aware the state of Tamil Nadu
is endowed with abundant software professionals
and offers a number of competitive advantages
to the IT industry. After elaborate site-evaluation
studies, institutions like the World Bank, ABN-Amro
Bank, Standard Chartered Bank and several MNCs
have chosen Chennai to establish their IT enabled
back office operations.

However, certain bottienecks remain-which can
constrain growth in this sector. These include:
inadequate quality network infrastructure and
minimal penetration of ITin rural areas, still-nascent
concept of customer setvice, high access costs
etc.

My Government is taking the steps necessary
to address these structural problems in the IT sector.
| am happy to announce that a submarine cable
with a capacity of 8.4 tops (terra bytes per second)
was launched in April 2002 in Tamil Nadu by private
sector initiative. A Broad band optic fibre cable
network of over 5000-Km aimed at enhancing the
e-traffic handling potential has been laid in Tamil
Nadu and this will be expanded further to cover
every nook and corner of Tamil Nadu.

We are going to establish the Dr. MGR
Knowledge City in Chennai where a state-of-the-
art Biotech Park will also be established with the
colléborcﬁbn of Comnell University of the USA. Apart
from this, MIT Medic:Lab, USA, and others would
set up facilities here, making Chennai tfruly a
knowledge hub in the region. We have plans for
establishing a second IT Complex in Chennai foo
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in collaboration with ASCENDAS for which the MoU
was signed in my presence only on 4-7-2002 and |
am happy to state that the work will be started on
this shortly.

Successful industrial development is ultimately
also a process of socio-economic redistribution.
For the process of industrialization to remain
dynamic and sustainable, it is necessary that the
State policies fry to bridge the new emerging
inequalities by widening access to all in respect of
new skills, resources and opportunities. | would be
unwilling to base Tamil Nadu'’s future industrial
prosperity on the fortunes of just dfew sectors or
a few cities or a few regions. | would rather strive
to create institutions that would engender broad-
based industrialization on an enduring growth
pattern.

Finally, | would like to repeat what | said during
the inaugural meeting of the Tamil Nadu State
Planning Commission a few days ago, which | think
sums up my whole vision of development for the
State of Tamil Nadu for the next 10 years.

I would like to set the following development
goals for Tamil Nadu.

First, by the year 2010, the per capita income
of Tamil Nadu would be doubled.

Second, by the year 2005, there would be
universalization of education until Class V, with a
special effort for girls and disadvantaged groups.

‘Third, by the year 2006, Tamil Nadu will not only
be the leading player in the field of ITin India, but
will also become a regional gateway to Asia, home
to half the humanity.

Fourth, by the year 2008, Tamil Nadu will be the
top ranking manufactured goods exporter in India
and will double its export earnrings, and
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‘lam proud to mention that
Tamil Nadu is emerging as a
major hub for software and
hardware development and has
the potential to become an
IT corridor to the entire
South East Asia Region.

Finally, by the year 2010, all villages in Tamil Nadu
will possess electricity, a trunk road, telephone and
Internet connectivity, a school, clean water and
sanitation, a village health worker and local self-
government.

This is my dream, this is my vision for Tamil Nadu
and this is the theme the Government headed by
me has been striving to turn into a reality.

I believe in real, equity-based and balanced
development that covers all the sections of
society. | invite all of you to share my cherished
dream fo transform Tamil Nadu into a new growth
model for entire India, worthy of emulation by the
rest of the country. | am also sure that in the
seminar you have planned for tomorrow on “Tamil
Nadu : Prime Investment destination in India”, the
obvious merits of Tamil Nadu as an investment
destination will be well highlighted.

| would like to thank the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry for having
invited me to share my thoughts on Tdmil Nadu
and its growth with you, and | wish to convey my
warm greetings and best wishes to all of you for a
bright future and success in all your endeavours.



“I am happy that the MoU
between the National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC) and the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
(TNEB) has been signed today.

In fact, when the Hon’ble Union
Minister for Power met me on 22nd
April, 2002, he agreed immediately
to my request to establish a 1000
Mega Watt capacity Thermal Power
Project near Ennore Portin North
Chennai. This MoU could have
been signed much earlier but
because of the announcement of
the by-elections and due to the
Code of Conduct that we had to
follow, this has been delayed.

| am immensely happy that we
have been able to sign this MoU in
July itself. It is because of the

3
/3

political will on both sides - State
Government and the Union
Government. | must say that the
political will and speed with which
this MoU has been signed will go
a long way in strengthening the
electricity sector in Tamil Nadu.

This is a historic event and has
paved the way for a new era. As
the Union Minister pointed out, this

is the firsttime that a Joint Venture
MoU has been signed between the
TNEBand NTPC. We have created
new history and we will create new
history in future also. We are
committed to effecting reforms in
the electricity sector. As you know,
we have constituted the State
Electricity Regulatory Commission
and we hope to privatise
transmission and distribution iri




future. We are waiting for the
Central Act to be passed in the
Parliament.

I wish this projett all success”,
said Hon'ble Chief Minister
Selvi J Jayalalithaa.

In the presence of Hon'ble
ChiefMinister of Tamil Nadu Selvi
J Jayalalithaa and Thiru Suresh
P.Prabhu, Hon'ble Union Minister
of Power, a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Tamil
Nadu Electricity Board and
National Thermal Power
Corporation was signed on
12.7.2002 by Thiru
K. Gnanadesikan, Chairman,
TNEBand C.P.Jain, Chairman &
Managing Director, National
Thermal Power Corporation atthe
Secretanat, Chennai. Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
Selvi J Jayalalithaa has been
taking several initiatives for the

~comprehensive and sustainable

development of power sector, a_

critical infrastructure essential for
the economic development of the
State of Tamil Nadu Energy
Security figures as the 9th pointin
the 15th Point Programme ofthe
Hon'ble Chief Minister. With a view
to creating additional power
generation capacity in Tamil Nadu
for meeting the ever increasing
power requirement of the Tamil
Nadu, Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Selvi J Jayalalithaa requested
Hon’ble Union Minister of Power
Thiru Suresh P.Prabhu when he
called on her on 22.4.2002 to
establish a 1000 MW coal based
Thermal Power Project at North
Chennai utilising the available
infrastructure at Ennore Port. This
Memorandum of Understanding is

_ the result of thatinitiative taken by

the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu Selvi J Jayalalithaa.

This  Memorandum of
Understanding - envisages
establishment of a joint venture
with equity participation by National

Thermal Power Corporation
(NTPC) and Tamil Nadu Electricity
Board (TNEB). The estimated cost
of the Project is expected to be
about Rs.5000 crores.

This Project is expected to
achieve financial closure by the
end of the financial year and is
expected to be commissioned
during 2006-2007. This Project will
supply the entire 1000 MW to Tamil
Nadu Grid thereby facilitating
uninterrupted and quality power
supply to the Chennai Metropolitan
Area. '

A unique feature of this Project
is that this is the first joint venture
ofits kind, i.e. first joint venture in
power sector between a Central
Power Generating Company
namely, NationalThermal Power
Corporation and a State
Government owned Electricity
Board namely, Tamil Nadu
Electricity Board which will go a
long way in strengthening the

- power infrastructure of Tamil

Nadu. EX

“Tamil Nadu has a very good record in
Industrial development in
Technological Education in the

‘ devélopmenf of industrial Infrastructure
and in the presence of milieu that is
conducive to growth”,

- Hon'ble Chief Minister, Selvi J JAYALALITHAA.
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Hon'Ule (Chief Wlinioter '
Andipattc (Constituency

Hon’ble Chief Minister Selvi J. Jayalalithaa,
visited Andipatti constituency and inaugurated
various schemes at a function held at
Melmangalam on 16th September 2002.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister laid the foundation
stone for a 300 Bedded Hospital for the Andipatti
Medical College and also inaugurated the
Madurai Kamaraj University College of Arts and
Science, Andipatti.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister laid foundation
stones for 1196 developmental projectsto the tune
of Rs; 69.34 crores and also launched 166
development works costing Rs.22.08 crores in the
same function.

The Chief Minister laid
foundation stones for 594
works  exclusively for
Andipatti constifuency
amounting to Rs.34.97
crores which included a 300
bedded Government
Hospital.

The - Hon’ble Chief
Minister said that she had
opened 108 all Women
Police Stations so far. The
Andipatti Station would be
the 109th.

The Chief Minister also

said that the proposed

Government Hospital would be

constructed on the Medical College
Ccmpus.

Hon'ble Chief Minister expressed
her hope that during 2003-2004; the
new Medical College would
accommodate 100 students. A

nursing college would also be started on
the campus. Infroducing a computerised
Redressal System - a Touch Screen system
for people to record their grievances, first
of itskind in the State. Hon'ble Chief Minister
said that it would have details about the
constituency and nature of petitons
received. The public can well utilise this
system for recording their grieveances.

Launching a total Poverty Eradication
Project at an estimated cost of Rs.1.8 crores,
Hon'ble Chief Minister said 2000 Self Help
Groups for the upliftment of rural women
would be formed in the next two years.
Moreover special training: would be
imparted to 5000 women under the
entrepreneurship _development
programme. )
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Tamil Nadu Government’s
efforts to achieve a
reduced population

Momentum for

sustainable development

Thiru S. SEMMALAI
Hon'ble Minister for Health

1]

I am happy to say that the National
Commission on Population has convened this
Conference at the most appropriate time,
when most of the States are on the threshold
of finalising Population Policy. So far as Tamil
Nadu is concerned, the State Population
Policy is nearing finalization, which will soon
be put on board. Tamil Nadu with a
population profile of 6.2 crores, accounting
for 6 percent of the Country's population has
a decadal growth of 11.19 percent. A
declining birth rate from 31.4 in 1971 to 19.2
in 2000 is the best tribute to the sustained
political will and administrative commitment
of the Government of Tamil Nadu. What we
have achieved over the years in terms of

crude birth rate, Infant Mortality Rate,
Couple Protection Rate, Crude Death Rate,
Life Expectancy, Total Fertility Rate and
Maternal Mortality Rate are by no means less
significance when compared to All India
level. We feel that, still "we have miles to
go" to achieve desirable demographic
features.

Despite the ubiquitous phenomenon of
poor health seeking behaviour of individuals
and under funding of health sector, the
State Population Policy will aim at
achieving,

S1. Indicator

Goals for 2007

1. Infant Mortality Rate by
Crude Death Rate by

Maternal Mortality Rate by less than

2

3

4 Life Expectancy at Birth at
5. Crude Birth Rate at

6 Couple Protection Rate by
7 Total fertility Rate by

8

9

Reduction of Higher Order Births at

Male pariicipation in confrqcepﬁon at

30 per 1000 live births

6 per 1000 population
< 1 per 1000 live births

70 years

15 per 1000 population
65 percent

1.7

10 percent

10 percent




It is our endeavour to ensure that these
goals stand achieved by 2007.

Our Hon'ble Chief Minister Idhaya Deivam
Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, while assessing the
various dimensions of the Population Profile,
directed us to lay greater focus on (q)
Meeting the unmet need for family welfare,
(b)Ensuring survival of childien in general and
new born in particular, (c) Reducing the
momentum of population growth, (d)
Integrating Population Programme with other
developmental activities, (e) Promoting
Community Health Activism and (f)
Empowering women in all spheres. On the
above thrust areas, we intend to delineate
Policy contours, in tune with the National
Population Policy. Improving the quality of
life of the people, by achieving a balance
between population, resources and
environment would naturally constitute the
mission of our policy.

According to the findings of the National
Family Health Survey, Tamil Nadu 1998-99, 13
percent of currently married women have
unmet need for Family Planning. The unmet

“lam proud to mention
that the Tamil Nadu is the
only state in the entire
country to have
formulated specific

demographic goals,
as far as population control
is concerned....”

- Hon'ble Chief Minister
ASeri J JAYALALITHAA »

need for spacing methods is 7 percent and
for limiting birth is 6 percent. It is our
endeavour that this unmet need has to be
sufficiently and carefully met through
enhancing the services for use of
contraceptives, which would result in the
increase of Couple Protection Rate from 52
percent to 65 percent. Adoption of
appropriate strategies like strengthening
infrastructure through optimal utilization of
Operation Theatres in Hospitals, promoting
private participation in the form of approving
Nursing homes for Family Welfare Services
and utilizing the services of integrated Child
Development Scheme and self-help groups
shall constitute the Broad spectrum of
activities. Next to Kerala, Tamil Nadu has
been able to reduce the fertility level
considerably. The Total Fertility Rate has come
down to 2 from 3.9 in 1971. However, as per
National Family Health Survey (India)
findings, the wanted Fertility Rate in Tamil
Nadu is 1.71. The tendency of the people.to
have less number of children on oneside, but
actually begetting children ftill the couple
gets a child of their own choice - male or
female will be addressed in a more effective
way through sustained and need based
I.E.C. activities. We will be working out a-Plan
of Action whereby, the Higher Birth order will
be brought down from the current level of
24.2 to 10 by 2007. --

Our Hon'ble Chief Minister Idhaya Deivam
Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi, has time and again
emphasized the need for ensuring child
survival through reducing the Infant Mortality
Rate from the present level of 51 to 30 per
1000 live births by improving the Institutional
deliveries and providing Anti-natal and Post-
natal care and raising the;age at marriage
for females. Intervention programmes,
including enhancing the quality of life of

" adolescent girls through provision- of IFA
" Tablets, strengthening Primary Health Centres
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with hi-tech diagnostic facilities and reaching
the un-reached through Mobile Health:
Services are some of the measures initiated
by the Government of Tamil Nadu.

Resolutely and strongly committing
ourselves to bring down the aggregate
growth in population and to regulate the
population density, we are embarking upon
a programme of increasing the practice of
birth spacing method, safe abortion services,
sustaining low fertility rate, reducing the
number of women entering child bearing
age and also increasing age at marriage.
Through these measures, we hope to achieve
a reduced population momentum for
sustainable development.

Time and again, our Hon'ble Chief Minister
Idhaya Deivam Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi has
drawn the attention of Policy makers and
programme implementers on the nexus
between poverty and poor health.
Enhancing the quality of life of the people
through appropriate health intervention
strategies and ‘integrating them with
developmental programmes of other sectors
would alone lead to a healthy populous
State. Towards this end in view, the State
Population Policy will address the wider issue
of bringing a real convergence of-various
services and integrating them for attaining a
stable Population level. Much has been said
about it in various fora, but little has been
done. The State Population Policy would
take up the issue in right earnest and evolve
a comprehensive approach.

Promoting Community Health activism at
base level and ensuring involvement of
elected representatives through
decentralizing the Family Welfare activities

~will be given prime place in our policy
initiative. Unless, participatory approach is
ensured, the policy will not succeed.
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Decisive role of women
in ensuring ‘Child by
choice and

not by Chance’ will be
emphasized in the State
Population Policy.

Formation of District / Panchayat Level
Committees, allowing the opinibn makers to
have greatersay in implementation process
are envisagedin the State Population Policy.

Decisive role of women in ensuring ‘Child
by choice and not by Chance’ will be
emphasized in the State Population Policy.
This could be possible only by empowering
women. Activating self-help groups, women's
fora and mobilizing opinion on gender equity
will be the core areas of our Policy.
Encouraging child-bearing women to
motivate their husbands to go in for
confraceptives, though appear to be a very

- hard choice, shall form the focus of action.

In fine, | would like to state that the State
Population Policy contours spelt out above
are reflective of the framework provided by
our Hon'ble Chief Minister Idhaya Deivam
Dr. Puratchi Thalaivi. It is our hope that
through a target-free approach, motivating
the eligible couple to adopt small -family
norms, discouraging higher- order births and
ensuring Maternal,Child Health will result in
stable population over the decades.

- Speech delivered at the
Conference on Population Policy held
at New Delhi on 25-9-2002.
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