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[t appears that there can be no greater evil
in the world, sthan the seggregation
of Harijans in India.

We will be paying our debt

of gratitude to Mahatma Gandhi
by eradicating this evil.
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Alcohol destroys our body, our character
and our wisdom.

Diseases like malaria affect only the body
Alcohol and drugs destroy

the soul as well as the bedy.

- If there is no prohibition >
%8»0 there is no salvation
o for the Harijans and

‘,_/\A/\_\/'\A ' the agricultural labourers.
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DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION
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Declarmg 1979 to be the
International Year of the Child,

the U. N. General Assembly
has set out its general objectives
as follows :—

(@) To provide a framework
for advocacy on behalf of
children and for enhancing
the awareness of the special
needs of children on the
part of decision makers and
the public ;

(h) To promote recognition of
the fact that the program-
mes for children should be
an integral part of economic
and  social development,
plans, with a view to achiev-
ing in both the long-term
and the short-term, sustain-
ed activities for the benefit
of children at the national
and inter-national levels.

India has always been a
strong advocate of the cause of
the child and played a notable
role in getting the United Nations

General Assembly to pass a Re-
solution declaring the Universal
Children's Day which is observed
in India on 14 November, every
year. India has also been a staunch
supporter for declaring 1979 as
the International Year of the

Child and was the first country to
announce its contribution of Rs.
900,000 to UNICEF for the pur-
pose.

39 of the Constitution proclaims
that the State shall, in particular,
direct its policy towards securing
that the health and strength of
workers, men, women and the
tender age of children are not
abused and that children are not
forced by economic necessity to
enter a vocation unsuited to their
age or strength. It further dec-
lares that childhood and youth
are to be protected against ex-
ploitation and against moral and
material abandonment. Consti-
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tution also enjoins upon the
State to provide free and compul-
sory education for all children
until they complete the age of
fourteen years.

National Board

Keeping in view the consti-
tutional provisions and the United
Nations  Declaration of the
Rights of the Child, Government
of India adopted a National
Policy for Children in 1974. The
Policy recognises children as the
“ nation’s supremely important
asset ” and declares that the
nation is responsible for their
“nurture and solicitude . [t
further spells out various measures
to be adopted and priorities to
be assigned to children’s pro-
grammes with a focus on areas
like child health, child nutrition
and welfare of handicapped and
destitute children. The Policy
also provides for setting up of a
high-level National Children's
Board® to focus attention on
child welfare and child develop-



ment and to ensure, at different
]qvels, continuous planning, re-
view and coordination of all essen-
tial services directed towards child
ren.

In accordance with the above
general objectives, 1978. the year
preceding IYC, is to be devoted
to advocacy and preparatory work
I connection with programmes
of Child Welfare/Development,
consolidation and strengthening
of ongoing programmes for child-
ren and introduction of new ones
where needed, so that a series of
action programmes could be laun-
ched to realise concrete objectives
laid down for the observance of
the Year.

Objectives

The specific objectives of the
observance of the International
Year of the Child in India shall

be as under :
(a) To make concerted effors

to significantly reduce the
incidence of maternal and
child mortality and morbi-
dity by providing effective
programmes and services
for their health and nutri-
tional needs. )

(b) To promote community,
awareness and education
about the crucial importa-
ance of the healthy develop-
ment of the child and a
happy family life as the
foundation for the chitd’s
security and well-being

(¢) To facilitate optimum psy-
cho-social development of
pre-school children so as to
prepare them for schocling
by providing a network of
Balwadis/Anganwadis/ Cre-
ches/day-care centres/nur-
sery schools.

(d) To strive for the speedy

. realization of the goal of
o e 0w

universal elementary educa-
tion and to substantially
reduce the rates of school
drop-out.

(e) To secure the basic rights
of children and to protect
them against neglect, cruelty
hazards and exploitation by
promoting effective imple-
mentation of existing legis-
lation and enacting new
ones whefe necessary.

(f) To secure entitlement of all
children in the poverty
groups born on/after 1
January 1979 to public assis
tance for their survival,
growth and development.

The Approach Strategy
The objectives of the 1YC

are of a global nature encompass-

ing all children in the age group
of 0-14 years and call for massive
inputs and viable infrastructures.

However, in view of our resource

constraints and differential de-

grees of ecological deprivation,
our approach must be endowed
with a certain focus and realism.

The following guidelines may be

kept in view while formulating

action programmes for the obser-
vance of the International Year of
the Child in India :

(a) The general theme of 1YC
in India shall be * Reach-
ing the Deprived Child.”

(b) The IYC should not be
construed as a one-year
programme. It should be
viewed as a spring-board for
vigorous and continued
action during the residual
part of the Century.  The
goals and objectives as
spelled out should positively
be achieved by the end of
the Century and to this end,
a perspective plan for the
next two decades (1979-99)
should be evolved.

(c) The emphasis during this
period shall be on children
of weaker sections of
society, namely Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and other poverty groups
located in rural areas and
urban slums. Within this

target group, greater atten- .

tion should be bestowed on
children in the age group of
0-6 years, primary school
children as also pregnant
and nursing mothers. It
has been estimated that out
of 115 million children
(1971 census) between the
ages of 0 and 6 years in
India, at least 46 million
are below the poverty line.
Of these, 9.2 million live in
the teeming urban slums,
2.8 million in tribal areas,
and 34 million in rural areas
often inaccessible and beset
by drought, flood and other
hazards of marginal exis-
tence.1

(d) Since it will be difficult to
cover, during 1YC, all child-
ren under health and nutri-
tion programmes, priority
should be given to cater
to the needs of children be-
low the age of 6 years, pre-
gnant and nursing mothers.

(e) During the 1YC, an attempt
should be made to reduce
material and infant morta-
lity rate by about five per
cent.

In the light of the objectives and
approach strategy as outlined
above, the action plan has been
divided into the following six
broad heads, each spelling out
concrete measures to be under-
taken in respective fields followed
by guidelines for their implemen-
tation :

(1) Health and Nutrition in-
cluding environmental sani-
tation and supply of safe
drinking water.

(2) Education including pre-
school, elementary and
community education.

(3) Social Welfare, (4) Legis-
lation, (5) Publicity and
(6) Fund raising.

M



Children are the
ostles of God

Ap

PRABHUDAS B. PATWARI,
Governor of Tamil Nadu,

Mau has been waging a valiant fight to
discover the mysteries of Nature. He has
landed on the moon and searched for signs of
life on the Mars. He splits the atom and
builds Jets to streak across the ocean. Despite
this stupendous progress in science and techno-
logy, he has been unable to rescue the vast
majority of the world’s children from the
quagmire of poverty, hunger, ignorance, disease
and despair. Children are our future citizens
and they are humanity’s most precious assets.
Children are God’s apostles. S.T. Coleridge
said : “ I have often thought what a melon-
choly world this would be without children.”
God sends us children to enlarge our hearts
and to make us unselfish and full of kindly
sympathies and effection.

To arouse the world’s concern for them
and evolve a global strategy, mobilising the
resources of all nations, particularly the deve-
loped and industrialised, UNICEF has done a
commendable service to the children of the
world. UNICEF has travelled a long way in
fund raising and other international activities
to help the children. To-day, UNICEEF, as a
permanent organisation, has preferred to con-
centrate on long-range programes geared to
national development plans and to the pro-
motion of permanent changes. In our country,
its  target is 120 million children under six
years of age.

The United Nations General Assembly
examined in detail the various aspects of child
welfare and specific needs of the children in
the less developed and developing nations of
the world and recognised the fundamental
importance in all countries, developing and
industrialised, of programmes benefiting child-
ren not only for their well-being but also as
part of broader efforts to accelerate economic
and social progress, and proclaimed the year
1979 as * International Year of the Child.”

Needs of Children

The objects of the International Year of
the Child, as defined by the United Nations
General Assembly are (1) to provide a frame-
work for advocacy on behalf of children
and for enhancing the awareness of the special
needs of children on the part of decision-makers
and the public and (2) to promote recognition
of the fact that the programmes for children
should be an integral part of economic and.
social development plans.: With a view to
achieving both the long-term and the short-
term results, sustained activities for the benefit
of children at the national and international
levels should be undertaken.




India has always been a strong advocate
of the cause of the child and played a notable
role in getting the United Nations General
Assembly for declaring the Universal Childreas’
Day which is observed in India on 14th Novem-

ber every year. India has also been a staunch
supporter for declaring 1979 as the Inter-
national Year of the Child and was the first
country to announce its contribution of Rs. 9
lakhs to UNICEF for the purpose.

The needs of children and our duties to-

wards them are enshrined in our Constitution.
Article 39 of the Constitution proclaims that
the State shall, in particular, direct its policy
towards securing that the health and strength
of workers, men and women and the tender
age of children are not abused and that children
are not forced by economic necessity to enter a
vocation unsuited to their age or strength. It
further declares that childhood and youth are
to be protected against exploitation and against
moral and material abandonment. The Cons-
titution also enjoins upon the State to provide
free and compulsory education for all children
until they complete the age of fourteen years.

The policy of the Government recognises
children as the * Nation’ s supremely import-
ant asset ”” and declares that the nation is res-
ponsible for their * nurture and solicitude.”
It further spells out various measures to be
adopted and priorities to be assigned to
children’s programmes with a focus on areas
like child health, child nutrition and welfare of
handicapped and destitute children.  The
policy also provides for setting up of a high
level National Children’s Board to focus atten-
tion on child welfare and child development
and to ensure, at different levels, continuous
planning, review and co-ordination of all
essential services directed towards children,

Our Goal

The specific objectives of the observance
of the International Year of the Child in India
will be to make concerted efforts to reduce the
incidence of maternal and child mortality and
morbidity ; to promote community awareness
and education about the crucial importance of
the health development of the child; to facilitate
optimum psycho-social development of pre-
school children and to strive for the speedy
realisation of the goal of universal elementary
education and to substantially reduce the rates
of school drop-out.

The general theme of the Internatiorfal
Year of the Child in India will be * Reaching
the Deprived Child.” Child Welfare is not a
one year programme, but a continous effort

to achieve the broad objectives within _this
century. Our emphasis will be on children
of weaker sections.

Millions of children do not get enough food
and clothing. No milk is available to many.
There is no care for their health. As a result
thousands get blindness and numerous diseases.
There are hundreds of orphans also. Govern-
ment will do their best, but the people’s active
participation for helping the child is most

essential, Voluntary organisations must
arrange dynamic programmes for launching
movements for children’s medical check-up and
treatment, education, nourishment and care.
What the best and wisest parent wants for his
own child, that must be the community wants
for all its children.

Child in Society

In accordance with the general principles
set out by the Centre. we have proposed to
chalk out a detailed action-packed programme
for implementation during the International
Year of the Child, through various measures
for generating social awareness of the need
for giving the child its due place in society.

Child is the Father of Man. We have to
concede the rights of the child. Humanity
owes much to the children. They need our
love, affection and understanding. They want
special care. if handicapped, and require special
atmosphere for development of their skill
and individuality. We have adopted th:
slogan ‘““ Happy child, Nation’s pride” as a
guiding principle to frame our policy.

I appeal to all concerned, voluntary agen-
cies, welfare organisations and institutions
engaged in child welfare to render full co-
operation and assistance to the Government to
make the year a grand svccess. Let us remem- -
ber * every child carries his own blessing into
the world.”



STORY OF HIS
BIRTHDAY

Rajaji never liked the idea
of celebrating his birthday ; yet
arrangements have been made not
only in our country but also in
many foreign lands to celebrate his
centenary in a fitting manner.
Rajaji always desired discussion,
deliberation and exchange of ideas
even in a small problem. Inci-
dentally the date of his birth itself
has been a matter of dispute.
His friends and followers used
to call on him in large number on
December 8 every year to offer
felicitations and pay respects on
his birthday when he was alive.

His 70th birthday was observed
all over the country ina fitting
manner when he was the first
Indian Governor of West Bengal.
At that time his elder brother was
living in Tamil Nadu. The Tamil
journal *“ Hindustan ** approached
him and requested him to ,
search for the documents relating
to Rajaji’s birthday. When effort
was made in this direction the
horoscope *“ Chackaravarthi Raja-
gopal ” written by his father
Chakaravarthi Venkadaraya in
Kannada was available. The
* Hindusthan ” translated the
horoscope and published in Tamil
in toto, in its special issue.
When Raj Mohan Gandhi, the
grandson of Gandhiji and Rajaji
- started writing the biography
of his maternal [grandfather,
R. Narayana Iyenger who was a
patriot and editor of * Hindustan®
approached me to transfer im-
portant information carried by
Hindustan to Raj Mohan Gandhi.
The information revealed by the
journal was that Rajaji was born
on Tuesday the 10th December
in 1878. He was born after the
midnight of Monday the 9th
December. So according to
English calender his birthday falls
on 10th Dzczmbar, 1878. Ths
10th December. is being observed
as “Human Rights Day” all
" over the world by the U.N.O.

K. VEDAMURTHY.

COMMUNITIES IN THE

GARDEN OF

Hundreds of communities live
in this country and if each thinks
it is a separate entity, distinct and
separate from the rest, there will
be no meaning to the indepen-
dence India has secured. All
people should therefore regard
themselves as “the flowers and
fruits of the same garden and in
maintaining their own beauty,
should add to the beauty and
grandeur of the garden as a whole,
to the benefit and advantage of
all concerned. The Government

[ ]

INDIA

of a country should, like expert
gardeners, tend all plants and
flowers with equal care and love,
and not some plants and flowers
only to the neglect of others.
Every community must be given
full opportunity to retain its own
characteristics, but all should
blen ~ harmoniously in the bigger
aspect of the nation and the
country as a whole like the plants
and flowers of a garden.

—Rajaji.



26th JANUARY

A Sacred Anniversary~—Thrice Blessed.

This Day, 49 years ago,
we proclaimed our resolve to
achieve Purna Swars;j.

—This day, in 1950, we proclaimed ourselves
a Republic and gave ourselves a Constitution
enshrining the ideals of Justice, Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity.

—Around this day, two years ago, we began
our journey back to the democratic processes
guaranteed by the Constitution.

—To mark the Anniversary— @ :

Let us give thanks for the restoration

of our liberties

Let us strive to fulfit the dreams of those
wkho gave their lives in the

cause of freedom and equality.

Let us rededicate ourselves to the early
achievment of social, economic and
political justice.

davp.78/394
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SERENE MADRAS

At long last the Department of Tourism

appears to be doing something concrete about
bringing tourists to the southern States. As
recently as two years ago it would appear that
the Department misread the Constitution
slightly.  Judging by their actions it was not
* India that is Bharat’ but * North India that is
Bharat,

And if they try to hide behind the bureau-
cratic argument that you cannot really influence
the tastes of the foreign traveller, then it might
be a good idea to consider shutting down the
Department and saving all that valuable time,
effort and money. It might be an even better
idea to compute the amount of foreign exchange
spent by the Department in hosting foreigners,
sending delegations abroad and churning out
mountains of paper (the apt word is not in the
dictionary) on such an unrewarding activity.
Given even half the budget of the Department,
the State tourism organizations, the travel trade
and travel writers of India could do twice as
good a job, thank you !

But, as we said, someone conceived the
idea of Destination South India, so a token
effort, at least, was made to project the South.
After a few months we shall attempt to assess
the impact of this belated effort and turn our
spotlight on the Department of Tourism again.

For the present, however, we should like to
remind our readers that the south is a virtually
untapped treasure trove for tourists. And it is
also cheaper, and often has more to offer than
some better favoured northern destinations.

And we cannot think of a better base for
your southern tour than the old and serene city
of Madias.

HOLIDAYING IN wC)‘LD

Accommodation has never really been a

j problem in Madras. Thanks to the pioneering

efforts of the Tamil Nadu Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation, the local tourism authorities
have brought out a very useful little booklet
listing such information. In this metropolitan
city you can still find a siffgle room for Rs. 15

#and a double room for 30, both with baths

attached. As we had recommended in our
column on Bombay, we advise you to plan your

[holiday in advance by writing to the 7TDC,

No: 34, Anna Salai, Madras, specifying the type
of accommodation you want. They will reply

§ to you with suitable addresses and then you can
A correspond with the hotels of your choice

keeping the Tamil Nadu Tourist Development

i Corporation informed when you run nito any

difficulties. And we assure you that they do
reply to letters, and they are efficient. In fact,
they were pioneer s in Janata tourism long before
this became a fashionable catch phrase in
Delhi. We have a great deal of regard for the
pragmatic competence of the TTDC.

Eating out in Madras is also inexpensive.
A vegetarian meal in Madras should cost
about Rs. 2, a cup of good South Indian
coffee can be had for 40 paise, and a cup of
tea for 20 paise.

Transportation in Madras is disciplined
and the conductors are civilized and courteous.
Courtesy, in fact, is a quality you will find all
over Tamil Nadu and so you should not hesi-
tate to ask directions. But, please, try and ask
your questions in either English or Tamil, not
Hindi. And if that bit of advice tends to unset
you, ask yourself how many of the common
people in the northern States understand
Tamil. and do not make an emotional issue out
of a communication problem.

L ans®




Madras is well served by the Pallavan
Transport System and we do recommend that
you make your own itinerary and show yourself
the places of interest in Madras. If however,
you want it all done for you, you can catch
the city sight-seeing tours run by either the
TIDC or the India Tourism Development
Corporation. But charge Rs. 15 a head and
they cover Fort St. George, the Museum, the
Art Gallery, Valluvar Kottam, the Snake Park,
Kapaleeswarar Temple, Santhome Cathedral
and Marina Beach. We would particularly
recommend a visit to the Snake Park. Started
by the dedicated efforts of Romulus Wittaker
and a small band of enthusiastic workers, the
park houses not only snakes but also reptiles
and the hairy tarantula spider. Wittaker and
his colleagues have done trailblazing work in
making us conscious of the virtues of these
oftshunned creatures. We learnt from the
blond Wittaker that the snakes in the park are
released to pursue their avocations in the wilder-
ness when they have served their time of capti-
vity. Your visit to the park will serve a truly
worthwhile cause and help save the endangered
wildlife of our land.

For those interested in history we also
recommend a day for brousing around Fort
St. George. This is where the British domina-
tion of the south began and the records and
relics of those distant days are well preserved
by the culturally alert Tamils, But it is not
work going round the Fort and we were delight-
ed to discover a milk booth run by the Tamil
Nadu Dairy Development Corporation; excel-
lent for a quick-pick-me-up in determinedly
dry Madras.

Indian Christianity is almost 2,000 years
old. Tt is certainly as old as Christianity itself
and older than most European Christianity.
Here, in Madras, are the churches most closely
associated with Christ’s apostle, Thomas.
The Little Mount, where he hid from his pur-
suers, has a sweet-water spring and a cave
where he is reputed to have lived in secret.
St. Thomas’® Mount holds the church built
over the site of his death on an assassin’s speer,
and a picture said to have been painted by the
Evangelist St. Luke. And the cathedral at
Santhome built around the crypt where he was
buried. All places of veneration for the

devout.

For those who have a half day to spare,
the TTDC's Rs. 20 trip to Mahabalipuram,
also called, Mamallapuram. is a good invest-
ment. Mahabalipuram was an old port and*
the careful exdavations of our scientists have
revealed the most beautiful temples, stone
chariots and carvings. '!'hé guides who accom-
pany the tour are competent but we advise you

to buy your shells and triknets from the vendors
near the shore temple: the ones near the stone
rathas are much more expensive. When you
reach the famous Penance of Arjuna sculpture
remind your guide to tell you the story of the
penitent cat and his circle of duped mice like;
all good allegories, it echoes current political
postures with uncanny accuracy !

If you have allowed full day for out-of-
Madras trips then take the longer tour that also
covers Kancheepuram and Thirukalikundram.
The visit to Kancheepuram is reward-
ing even if you have no religious sentiments
attached to the place. The carvings in the
temples are exquisite, and no one who is pre-
pared to accept the formalities of dress and
convengion is barred entry.

Thirukalikundram is a shrine atop a high
rock and the flight of steps leading up to it
would test the tenacity of a Tensing. The
legend here is that two eagles appear every
midday, or thereabouts, eat from the pujari’s
hand, and then fly east for a sunset dip at holy
Rameshwaram. And then they fly back north
for their morning ablutions at Varanasi. The
faithful believe that they are the accursed disci-
ples of an ancient sage doomed to serve out
their flying penance till the Kali Yug ends with
the cleansing advent of Kalki, the last avtar.
We saw them on one visit to this shrine, missed
them Qn"the next, but returned from both visits
ﬁ'tter in wind and limb, if nothing else. The
view from the top of the rock is superb and
particularly recommended for the photographer.

With such expansive thought we shall
leave you. But if you find these short tours
interesting, we believe you should consider
taking the longer tours organised by the TTDC.
We were most impressed with their 1l-day
tour but we understand that this is being reor-
ganised into shorter, week-long trips. We
plan to take one of them at the end of the year
and shall let you know all about it when we
return.  But if you can not wait till then write
to th; Tamil Nadu Tourism Development Cor-
poration for more information. And if they
don’t reply, write to us !

(Courtesy : By HUGH and COLLEN
GANTZER-THE :NDIAN EXPRESS
dated November 25.) :




The Department of Pediatric Surgery,
also the first teaching centre in India for
Pediatric surgical diseases was created in 1962
and first chair of Professor of Pediatric
Surgery was sanctioned in 1964 and this
department also gives post-graduate training in
Pediatric Surgery.

The Institute of Child Health and Hospital
for children started functioning in new build-
ings on Halls Road, Egmore, on November
15, 1958. The Egmore Children’s Hospital is a
boon to the children as also mothers whose
worry has been reduced considerably. The
professors and readers have acquired appreci-
able medical expertise in child care and
applied pediatrics.

The Madras Institute of Child Health and
Hospital for Children is a modern medical
institute with even latest equipment and aids
for child health, The Departments function-
ing and rendering specialised treatment in this
hospital can be divided into clinical depart-
ments and ancillary departments. The former
includes pediatric medicine covering infectious
diseases unit, Child Gaidance clinic. New born
services and baby unit, pediatric surgery, new
born surgical unit, orthopedics, E.N.T. and
pediatric dental department. The ancillary
departments are five in number. They deal
with radiology, .bio-chemistry, bactrialogy,
clinical pathology and blood bank.

Peripheral Pediatric Clinics

There are four Peripheral Pediatric
Clinics run by the staff of the Institute and
Clinics are situated in the same campus as
maternity and child welfare centres of the
Corporation of Madras at Choolai, Kilpauk.
Now in each clinic about 6,000 families
. have bzen registered and more than one
lakh children have been registered and all
children below 12 years attend these clinics

for all minor ailments. (a) Registration of
children, () maintenance of family folders,
(c) Health Education of mothers regarding the
care of children () Nutrition counselling and
demonstration (¢) Immunization (f) Home,
visiting (g) teaching of medical and para-medi-
cal personnel and (/) research on common prob-
lems are the highlights in the functioning of
these Paripheral Pediatric clinics.

After the establishment of this depart-
ment, the quality of medical care rendered to
the patients has reached high standards. The
medical records serve as a mine of information
which serve as a media for Post-Graduate and
under Graduate Teaching. They provide ade-
quate and accurate source of material which is
essential for group study. The recorded obser-
vations serve as the basis for Scientific Research
in Pediatrics. The case sheets are analysed
and various administrative statistics are pre-
pared which helpd the hospital Administrator
to identify the problems, to formulate remedial
measures and to plan for the future,

Dr. K.A . KRISHNAMURT H/



'Medical Library

There is a Central Library in this Institute
besides Departmental Libraries in the Depart-
ments of Pediatric Surgery, E. N. T. and Radio-
logy. This is in addition to the Central Library
in the Madras Medical College, Madras. It is
reference Library. There are about 1090
Medical Books available. In addition, the
Library subscribers to about 50 foreign and
Indian Journals every year. The Library func-
tions from 10.10 A.M. to 8.00 P.M. on all working
days. The Library caters to the needs of more

than 100 post-graduates besides the staff mem-
bers of this Institute. The list of journals
available in the Library is attached.

Integrated Child Development

The Government of India with the help
of State Government have launched a package
service programme in 33 selecied areas all over
the country, for the vulnerable population of
0-6 years and anter-natal and lactating
mothers. Madras urban sluim area is one
among the 33 Projects. The Institute of Child
Health and Hospital for Children, Madras, is
actively involved in the planning, monitoring
and services of the health components in this
Integrated Child Development Scheme and in
and others the training of Anganwadi workers.

A special feature of the Institute is the
study of common salt fortfied with iron. The
fortified salt combats iron  deficiency
anaemia. The Egmore Institute is one among
the four centres in India selected.by the Govern-
ment of India to conduct the field study. It
has been proposed to create a PARENT CRAFT
centre (Mothers museum) in the Institute to
give health education to the parents visiting the
hospital and to enter into correspondence with
different categories of personnel connected
witl child health.

The hospital staff have had training in
Health Education courses. As part of the
health education given to the hospital staff a
sanitary committee has been constituted by
the grade four workers of the hospital who
have . concerned themselves with the work of
keeping the hospital trim and tidy. It is no
exaggeration that this isthe first of its kind in
the whole of India. The pediatric E. N. T.
department and ortho department have made
new strides of progress in diagnosis, treat-
ment, cure, guidance and counselling. The
special school for the physically handicapped
children undergoing long term treatment in
the hospital started in 1974 has brought new
hope to them. In average of 20 students are
taught per day.

The Child Guidance Clinic functioning on
two days a week has set a new record of service,
Multi disciplinary approach is made use of in
the clinic. Not less than 100 cases attend the
clinic everyday. Mental retardation, epilepsy,
speech and school problems psychofic and neu-
trotic problems are some of the types of cases
that are attended to in this clinic.

In an interview to Associate Editor,
Dr. M. S. Ramakrishnan said that the Hos-
pital is a boon to the children, mothers and
students as well, 'medical advice is being
given to parents from other states too,



CHILD WELFARE
PROGRAMMES IN
TAMILNADU
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Specialists in the field of Child
Care and Child Development are
unanimous in opinion about the
foundational significance of pre-
school age children, not only from
the view point of health and nutri
tion, but also.in the all round
development of the child i.e., social,
emotional and psychological. Be-
sides, a widespread awareness of the
importance of pre-schools in the
context of child care and child
development and its importance in
the success of pre-primary education;
the high incidence of mortality,
morbidity and malnutrition prevail-
ing among pre-school children and
the fact that the child of this age
group is not easily contactable un-
like the school going child and the
usefulness of a pre-school as a
Day-Care-Centre ~ for  working
mothers has led in giving importance
to the pre-school programme by the
Sovernment of Tamil Nadu. The
importance enjoyed by the pro-
gramme can be seen from its wide
coverage of 14 districts by more
than- 4,083 pre-schools all over the
374 Panchayat Unions in this State.
The programme has been taken to
the nook and corner of the rural
areas of Tamil Nadu and tiny villages
‘and tribal areas including primitive
tribal areas, which are accessible
only on foot.

The pre-school programme was
~ started in 1962 with 747 pre-schoots
in 21 Panchayat. Unions and during
the 3 Annual Plan 293 pre-schools

P. T. Saraswathi,
MINISTER FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

were started covering a total of 47
Panchayat Unions. During the 1Vth
Five Year Plan period 800 pre-
schools in total were started in 4
years at the rate of 200 pre-schools
per year. The scheme of crash
programme for educated unemployed
sanctioned by the Government of
India was also launched during this
period and under this 604 child
Welfare Centres were opened giving
employment to 5600 educated un
employed women as Child Welfare
Organisers. In addition, 25 Day-
Care-Centres were started in the
Madras City slums. Out of the
above 1l Day-Care-Centres have
been merged with Integrated Child
Development Services, City project
and at present 14 centres are func-
tioning in the city. We have propos-
ed this year to start 150 general
and 50 Harijan Pre-schools groups
have also been functioning.

Pre-Schools

To benefit children of Harijans,
pre-schools have been opened in
Harijan Colonies from 1975-76 on-
wards. So far 200 pre-schools have
been opened in Harijan colonies out
of which 50 pre-schools are run
with funds from Harijan Welfare
Department, and SO0 more will be
opened shortly this yeag. For 150
pre-schools, buildings have been
constructed at a cost of Rs. 8,000/-
per building by Tamil Nadu Harijan
Housing and Development Corpo-
ration. During 1978-79 another 100

pre-school buildings may be con-

siructed and pre-schools opened in
the Harijan Colonies.

Under the Rural Reconstruc-
tion Project at Somangalam in
Chingleput District, two pre-schools
have been opened in Harijan Colo-
nies. These pre-schopls have been
provided with bhuildings also . In
addition to these, Government have
also sanctioned construction of 8
balwadi buildings for the pre-schools
run by the Indian Council for Child
Welfare under this project. In Aziz
Nagar sectlement  for denotified
Tribes. five pre-schools have been
started with the funds of the Depart-
ment of Bazkward Classes.

In Tribal Areas

10 pre-schools were opened in
the Nilgiris District in 1976-77 for
the benefit of Pania children. Under
the Integrated Tribal Development
Programme of the State, 49 pre-
schools have been started between
1976-78 to benefit the children of the
tribal population in Kalrayan Hills
in South Arcot District, Javvadu
Hills in North Arcot District, Pachai-
malai. Kalrayan and Aranuthumalai
in Salem District, Sitheri Hills in
Dharmapuri District and Pachai-
malai in Trichy District. During
1978-79, 25 pre-schools have been
san ioned to be started for the
welfare of primitive tribes. Another
30 pre-schools will also be started
in the tribal areas of South Arcot,
North Arcot, Salem. Dharmapuri
and Trichy Districts.

Family and Child Welfare Project

The Central Social Welfare
Board, New Delhi, through the Tamil
Nadu Social Welfare Board, started
4 Family and Child Welfare Projects
from 1971 onwards, at Villivakkam,
Athur, Perianaickenpalayam and
Kurinjipadi. The -activities of each
project included running of pre-
schools, conducting training camps
for young mothers. These projects
are entitled to get assistance from
the Central Social Welfare Board
for a period of 6 years. After com-
pletion of 5 vears the projects have
been handed over to the State
Government and these are being
run with Srate Government funds.
The 6 pre-schools started in each
project now continue to function
as this Department’s general pre-
schools.

A Pilot Project

This project » was started in
Poonamallee as a pilot project with
full assistance from the Government
of India. ®The object of the project
was to provide integrated services

S,



to children below 6 years of age.
Under this project 50 -pre-schools
and 10 creches were opened. In
each pre-school, 40 children are
enrolled. Each creche takes care
of 10 children between 6 months
to 2.5 vears of age. °After 5 years
the projects are taken over by the
State Government and functions
under the control of the Chief
Organiser. The project has a full
complement of medical staff. One
Doctor, one Public Health Nurse,

two Health Visitors, 2 Health
Inspectors, and two Maternity
Assistants and Ayahs. Two Mater-

nity Homes are also run under
this project.

In all the pre-schools children
are given supplementary feeding.
Out of the 4083 pre-schools, in
about 1002 pre-schools feeding pro-
gramme with CARE assistance is
implemented by the Director of
Rural Development. In these pre-
schools 120 beneficiaries (40 pre-
school children, 40 non-pre-school
children and 40 pregnant and lactat-
ing mothers) in each centre are fed.
They are provided with 3 paise
per day for 300 days as non-feed
charges. In the remaining pre-
schools, Balahar feeding programme
with CARE assistance is imple-
mented by this Directorae. In
each centre 70 beneficiaries (60 pre-
school children and 10 pregnant and
lactating mothers) are given balahar.
CARE organisation provides 80
gms. of Balahar and 7 gms. of
Salad Oil per beneficiary.

Construction of pre-school buildings

Mostly our pre-schools are loca-
ted in rent-free buildings which are
given by philonthropic minded pub-
lic. In places where pre-schools
are run without adequate accommo-
dation, buildings  are constructed
with-CARE assistance. CARE has
agreed to the construction of 1,000
buildings during 1974-75 to 1978-79.
So for 600 buildings have been
sanctioned (o be constructed. QOut
of which 500 have been constructed.
Among this 150 buildings have been
. constructed in Harijan Colonies by
Tamil Nadu Harijan Housing and
Development  Corporation. The
pattern of assistance is 3 : 3: 3.

Educational Equipment

Educational and Play equipment
worth Rs. 500/- are supplied .to all
the pre-schools eat the time of
starting. The value of unserviceable
equipments have been ordered to
be writien off and additi@nal equp-
mentc to replace them has been sanc-

the Government after a
period of S vears. This is donein a
phased manner. This year 354 sets
of equipment have been sanctioned
for replacement.

red by

Training for Balasevikas

The Balasevikas who man the
pre-schools are generally local girls
selected by ‘a Selection Committee,
who are given training of 2 months
duration to equip them with special
qualification to implement the pro-
gramme in the pre-schools. But
as the salary given to the Bala-
sevikas is very low and due to
various other reasons viz., marriage,
illness and death etc. Some bala-
sevikas relinquish iheir  services.
Hence there is a continuous need
for giving training to untrained-
balasevikas, who are appointed as
substitutes. This vear also it is
proposed to give training to 221
such untrained balasevikas.

Three Integrated Projects

The Integrated Child Develop-
ment Service Scheme sponsored by
the Government of India has been
introduced in 3 places in Tamil
Nadu viz., Madras City, Thally in
Dharmapuri  and Nilakottai in
Madurai District. Each project has
100 pre-schools. Each project pro-
vides a package of services consist-
ing of supplementary  nutrition,
health check-up, immunisation, refer-
red services and pre-school educa-
tion to children between 0—5 years
and pregnant and nursing mothers.
The Nutrition component under this
programme is the StateGovernment's
responsibility A novel scheme of
Functional Literary programme for
adult women is also being imple-
mented in all the 3 projects to
benefit women in the age group of
15—44 years.

In each project 100 anganwadis
have been started. In each Angan-
wadi pre-school education is given
for 40 children and supplementary
nutrition provided for 40 pre-school
age children, 30 infants below 2.5
years and 30 pregnant and nursing
mothers. The indigenous food com-
modities arec used in the feeding
programme in these Integrated Child
Development Service projects. Each
anganwadi is under the charge of a
trained anganwadi worker and help-
ed by an “ayah.

The Child Development Project
Officer is incharge of the Integrated
Child Development Service Project.
She is assisted by 5 Supervisors in
the supervision of the Anganwadis.

There is a separate complement of
medical staff consisting of a Medical
Officer, 8 A.N.Ms and one Lady
Health Visitor. The Medical Staff
are attached to the Primary Health
Centre, and the entire staff deliver
the health services contemplated
under the Integrated Child Develop-
ment Service programme. In Mad-
ras City the Heal.h Staff are attached
to the Institute of Child Health.
For 1978-79 4 more projecis have
been sanctioned by the Government
of India and orders are awaited
from the State Government finalising
the location of these projects.

Maternal and Child Health Services

Under the Madras Urban Deve-
lopment Project implemented with
World Bank Aid, one of the compo-
nents is Maternal and Child Health
Scheme. This scheme also envisages
delivery of a package of services
as under Integrated Child Develop-
mt(tjnt Services of Government of
India.

This scheme contemplates open-
ing of 2 projects with 200 Child
Welfare Centres in the areas of
Villivakkam, Arumbakkam and
Kodungaiyur over a period of 3
vears from  1977-78—1980. The
Child ~ Welfare Centres will also
have creche attached with 30 infants
in them. So far 30 pre-schools
have been opened. During 78-79,
70 more pre-schools will be opened.
During 79-80 the second project
with 100 Child Welfare Centres
will be opened.

The scheme is implemented by
the Director of Social Welfare. The
Madras Metropolitan Development
Authority is the Co-ordinatingagency
for all the schemes. The Madras
Urban Development Project to be
implemented with World Bank Aid
envisages opening of 4,083 schools
and centres which mainly include
crash Child Welfare Centres, Child
Welfare Pre-Schools, City Day
CARE Centres, Harijan Colony
Pre-schools and V Plan period, Tribal
and Pania schools, Integrated
Services, MMDA Pre-schools and
ANP Pre-schools.

Tamil Nadu never lacked behind
in implementing Child Welfare Sche-
mes and availing of all the grants
and aids from the Centre and CSWB
Our team of officers engaged in this
programme  function with devotion
and sacrifice. It is noexaggeration
they have rich experience to share
with other Srates.



Tamil Nadu never forgets the noble ser-
vices rendered by illustrious sons and daughters
of India. In the recent past Tamil Nadu
Government organised functions to honour the
galaxy of great sons. In the galaxy of such
revered and beloved sons and daughters of
Tamil Nadu Thiru Rajagopalachari who is
popularly known as Rajaji occupies a unique
place in Tamil Nadu. Government has erected
a life size statue of Rajaji in the campus of
Madras High Court facing the Tri-Junction
of Parris corner. The Vice-President of India,
who unveiled the statue and paying a glowing
tribute to the memory of Rajaji described Rajaji
as a rare combination of a saint and an astute
man of the world. He was both a man of
thought and a man of action, an idealist as well
as a pragmatist, an intellectual as well as a
warmhearted humanist. There had been few
equalled his achievements in so many
spheres, politics, administration, social service,
religion, philosopphy and literature.

The Vice-President said Rajaji had never
sought office but was offered the highest of
them, and in every one of the offices he held,
he displayed a detachment and sense of duty
which marked him out as a real KARMA
YOGI. His was a life of service, sacrifice,
struggle and fulfilment. He was an ardent
patriot, a peerless freedom fighter and a true
apostle of simple living and high thinking.

Thiru Jatti said politics and public affairs
were never Rajaji’s sole pre-occupations. He
was a true representative and a rich repository
of the best in Indian culture and spirituality.
His translations of the Bhagavad Gita, Upani-
shads, Ramayana and Mahabharata with
commentaries helped these philosophical and
literary treasures reach readers who did not
know Sanskrit. His translations into English
of the Tamil classic Thirukkural had opened
the world of Tamil thought to the rest of the
country.

Thiru Prabhudas Patwari, Governor of
Tamil Nadu, laid the foundation stone for a
Rajaji Memorial Library to be raised behind
the Rajaji Memorial at Guindy. He said Rajaji
was a man of honesty, character and simplicity.
In the year of Rajaji centenary we have to strive
hard to extend all assistance to Khadi and
Village Industries which were dearer to Rajaji.

The Chief Minister of Kerala, Thiru
P. K. Vasudeva Nair who unveiled a plaque,
renaming North Beach Road as Rajaji Road,
said Rajaji, with his clarity of mind and
perception and a panchant for original thin-
king, could offer solutions to very complex
problems. He was a great champion of
Hindu-Muslim unity and one of the most
efficient administrators that India had ever
seen. He initiated various measures for the
benefit of agriculturists.




Thiru M. P. Sivagnanam, Chairman of
Tamil Nadu Legislative Council, Thiru Rama-
prasad Rao, Chief Justice, Madras High Court,
Thiru M. Bakthavatchalam, former Chief
Minister, Thiru V. R. Nedunchezian, General
Secretary of A.D. M. K. and others addressed
the meeting. °

Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minis-
ter, Thiru M. G. Ramachandran said “ I met
Rajaji after the formation of the AIADMK.
He took my hands in his palms and blessed
me ; his eyes did not well up ; becasue of his
will power-but people like me would have
shed tears—he spoke with much determination.
The abolition of prohibition has led the people
astray. We must ensure their well-being.”” 1
said time will make it so. He replied *“I should
have to live to see the change”. Eventhough he
is dead his statue installed here will watch
us, our programmes and policies.

The Chief Minister said the people of
Tamil Nadu would not tolerate the imposition
of Hindi and appealed to the central leaders not
to hustle anything on the people that would
endanger the national unity. The Chief Minister
recalled how Rajaji who was once in favour of
having Hindi J'p Tamil Nadu later saw the

»

danger of that language being imposed on the
south and opposed it stoutly. When Thiru
Anna stood up against the chauvanists, he
had the ,full support of Rajaji.

Thiru M. G. Ramachandran said the
people of Tamil Nadu had every right to
promote their own language and the
ATADMK Government would do everything
to protect their interest. He and his party
would not hesitate to join hands with any
other political party holding a similar view.
He added that he would not accept the claim
of the DMK leaders that they alone had the
right to speak for the Tamils and protect
them against Hindi.

Paying a tribute to Rajaji’s courage of
conviction, the Chief Minister said his Govern-
ment was turning the dreams of Rajaji, espe-
cially in respect of Prohibition ahd removal
of Untouchability and casteism, into reality.

Rajaji Nagar

The Chief Minister announced that to
commemorate the centenary the SIPCOT
township near Hosur would be renamed
Rajaji Nagar.

The State Information Centre ~ ©n 13th

institutions. The Children’s lib-

marks an :
rary, started modestly in the

Government Estate, Madras, has
been rendering very useful ser-
vice since its inception in 1936
in dissemination of information
and building up public relations
with various sectors of society
through its action-packed activi-
ties involving various communi-
cation media. The recent addi-
tion to the centre’s varied func-
tions is the opening on a.Childrens
Library Wing to cater to the necds
of children whose thirst for good
reading good literature are to be
met on a planned manner.

The Children’s wing of the
library which was recently opened

—

important epoch in the history of
the Information Centre. * To
make your children capable of
honesty is the beginning of Edu-
cation™, said John Ruskin. This
library paves the way for our
children to attain this first step
towards education, in the proper
sense of the word.

The children who make use
of our library belong to the poor
and lower middleclass society who
are deprived of the opportunities
to go through the costly and
valuable books since these books
are available only in private

A CENTRE FOR

CHILD
EDUCATION

available space in the Centre
with 3000 books, attracts nearly
seventy to eighty children every
day. The serious and disci-
plined manner with which they
make use of the books and
replace them in their respective
places show that the primary aim
of this library that is to create
reading habit and discipline in
children is achieved. Teachers
from near-by schools accompany
the children in their leisure hours
to the library. Weekly twice
film shows for children are con-
ducted in the mini-auditorium
where films from foreign Embas- .
sies are screened. Such films are
educational as well as entertain-
ing. Boards of photographs of
heroic children honoured by the
State Government are also dis-
played.

* Give me four years to teach
the children and the seed | have
sown will never be up-rootted ,
said Lenin. The children’s wing

can be made more attractive and
effective to mould the minds
of the children to become res-
ponsible and valiant citizens of
India.




SOCIAL
TRANSFOR~
MATION

—Governor’s Message

In the spirit of a Crusader,
Gandhiji focussed the attention of
the country on the importance of
adult  education in promoting
National development. His com-
mitment to adult education "was
indeed decp. It is a fitting tribute
to the memory and service of the
Father of the Nation that the
National Adult  Education Pro-
gramme is being launched all over
thz country oa the second O:tober,
the day of his Birth Anniversary.

The task before the country is
by no mezans small, as ten crores of
illiterates in the age-group 15-35 are
to bz made literate in the next five
years. The neczssity of doing the
job within a short period demands
fresh thiaking about the techniques
and remodelling of the traditional
systems to suit our present needs.

The promotion of literacy
among adults makes it necessary to
integrate all the school and out of
School resources and not confine our
efforts to schools-only. It has been
said and rightly so, that functional
literacy must involve the whole
society and not merely the Govern-
ment. It demands the co-operalion
of all, pirticularly the local autho-
rities, educational, scientific and
cultural bodies, public and private
enterprises, youth and women’s
organisations.

I fervently hope that the Adult
Education movement will spread
rapidly throughout the country and

lead to the overall development of
the Nation in the shortesttime possi-
ble.

The Education Minister, Thiru
C. Aranganayagam, says * Adult
Education campaign  symbolises
the struggle of the illiterate citizens
to zttain the knowledge neces-
sary to enable them to live decent
useful lives and to understand
the world about them One of the
major planks in the strate
tegy of a society like ours, which is
determined to achieve economic
development, social transormation
and effective social security, should
be to educate its citizens to exercise
whole heartedly the rights of demo-
cratic citizenship and to participate
in its developmental programmes,
willingly, intelligently and efficiently
Education for the adults needs to
be made functional in character and
linked up with the work and life of
the people so that it serves as a
purposeful instrument of rural rege-
neration. Accent should be laid
on followup measures to make lite-
racy gﬂ'ective by provision of rural
libraries, large-scale production of
book;, conducive to the needs of
neo-literates. 1 firmly hope that
the National Adult Education Pro-
gramme, willhave a far-reaching and
permanent impact on all citizens.”

SPECIAL REMISSION

TO PRISIONERS
TO MARK

CENTENARY

The Government of Tamil
Nadu direct that on the occasion of
the Birth Centenary of .  Thiru
Rajaji on the 24th December, 1978,
special remission shall be granted to
prisoners serving in the Jails of this
State following graded scales : —

The Prisoners undergoing sen-
tence upto three years will
get remission of 2 months,
Prisoners undergoing sen-
tence above three years to
five years—3 months.

Prisoners undergoing sentence
above fiveyearsorten ycars—
4 months and Prisoners under
going sentence above ten
years including lifers will
have the benefit of remission
—6 months.

The Special remissiog will not
be. admissible in the cases of civil
prisoners and detenus and also in
the case of persons convicted of
offences under section 3 to 10 of the

Official Secrets Act, 1923, Sections 2
and 3 of the Criminal Laws Amend-
ment Act, 1961, Sections 211 to 130
of the Indian Penal Code and Fo-
Foreigners and Passport Act, per-
sons sentenced to death but whose
sentences were later commuted to
imprisonment for life and those
convicted by courts of Criminal
jurisdiction of other States. This
special remission is not applicable to
prohibition offences. This order shall
take effect from 24th December,
1978.



'TAMILNADU CHIEF MINISTER
RETURNS FROM FOREIGN TOUR

The Chief Minister, Thiru M.G.
Ramachandran, returnei to India
on December 9 after his foreign
tour of 40 days. He landed at
Meenambakkam airport where a

sea of people, belonging to different -

sections of society including senior
officials received him with warm
welcome. A long line of people
along the road leading to the heart
of Madras city greeted him on his
happy return.

Addressing the mammoth gather
ing at the airport the Chief Minister
said ** I had the privilege of touring
abroad for 40 days and meeting
eminent men in different walks of
life and acquiaat myself with some
schemes useful to Tamil Nadu. On
the eve of my departure, I spoke at
this spot. I appealed to the
political parties and people to extend
their co-operation to the Govern-
ment during my absence.”” The
Chief Minister expressed his thanks
to them for their compliance with his
request. He expressed his thanks to
the Chief Secretary and his colleques

for proper discharge of their func-
tions.

Thiru M. G. Ramachandran,
Chief Minister, garlanded Anna
statue on Mount Road and addressed
the gathering from a specially erected
rostrum. He thanked the repre-
sentatives of the U. S. Government
and U. S. Consul General in Madras
for extending an invitation to him
to visit the United States. “I will
make use of the experience gained
by me during the five-week foreign
tour for bettering the common weal
of Tamil Nadu.”, he added. The

Chief Minister recollected the state-
ment of Anna that the working class
should be uplified and be given all
facilities. That day would mark
the real liberation of the country.

He indicated that several sche-
mes would be formulated to generate
employment opportunities based on
the rich experience he had gained

during his five-week tour of the U.S.
the U.K. and Japan. He said he
found there was great demand for
labour in all places he had visited,
in contrast to the large unemploy-
ment at home.

He said during his visit to Singa-
pore he had gathered information
about how the local administration
reclaimed land from the sea. Houses
had been constructed in the reclaim-
ed areas in the last five years, he
added. The Chief Minister said his
foreign tour had given him a chance
to establish contacts that would
promote industrial growth in the
State and provide job opportunities
to thousands of people.

The Chief Minister held brief
discussions with his Cabinet collea-
gues, Chief Secretary,  Thiru
V. Karthikeyan, Heads of depart-
ments, Members of the Board of
Revenue and Secretariat Employees
Association.

The Chief Minister left for
Ootacamund in the night to visit
areas affected by landslides.
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RAJAJI MEMORIAL IN
TORAPALLI

The ancestral residence of
Rajaji in Torapalli village in
Dharmapuri District has been
acquired by the Government of
Tamil Nadu to convert it as a
memorial. An expenditure to the
tune of Rs.30,000 has been incurred
by the State Government to shape
it a library consisting of Rajaji’s
books is to be opened. A special
feature that adorns the house is
rows of photographs portraying
the important events in the life
of Rajaji.

A life size statue adds
special spectacle to the place.
Torapalli has small hillocks and
farms. Hardly 60 or 70 families
reside in this village. An exhibi-
tion organise in Torapalli on
December 10 to conclude the
birth centenary of Rajaji was
declared open by the Finance
Minister, Thiru K. Manoharan.
He said historians should come
forward to write the biography
of Rajaji and assistance from
Government would be available,
The school where Rajaji studied
will be renovated.

Rajaji’s fight against the twin
demons of Drink and Untouchabi-
lity has left an indelible mark of his
valiant, incessant and steady crusade
against the social evils. His innova-
tion of sales tax to compensate the
excise revenue loss earned him
the acclaim and appreciation from
economists and the then. ruling class
as well

The Salt Satyagraha at Veda-
ranyam in - Thanjavur  District
under the presidentship of Rajaji is
a historical event which had brought
in its wake country wide awaken-
ing and feruour. Rajaji was a man
of character and integrity and a
symbol of simplicity. The Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu cherish hig
memory and have a plan to celebrate
the centenary throughout the Siate
™ a fitting manner.
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FAMILY PLANNING : A CHALLENGE TO
RURAL COMMUNICATORS

G.N.S. RAGHAVAN,

Professor, Indian Institute of Mass Communi-
cation, “New  Delhi

India’s population problem is a problem
created by progress. The population growth
rate has been high in recent decades even though
the birth rate has been falling from 41.7 births
per thousand of the population during the
decade 1951-60 to 35 during 1974. The seem-
Ing paradox is explained by the fact that the
death rate has been falling even more steeply
from 22.8 during the decade 1951-60 to 15 in,
1974. The fall in the death rate is on account
of the control of epidemics such as cholera,
small pox and malaria and increased availa-
bility of medical care, and the measures taken
to prevent mass deaths from starvation even
during years of severe drought. Infant morta-
lity has come down, and the average Indian’s
expectation of life has gone up from 32 years
at the time of independence to more than 50
years.

It was not till the results of the 1961
Census were known that the population growth
rate came to be seen as a threat. The family
planning programme, which began nominally
during the first Five Year Plan, with reliance
mainly on the rhythm method, was turned

in the mid-sixties into a massive operation en- .

tailing both motivation and the provision of
family planning advice and services. Popula-
tion control, it was realised, was essential for
conserving, in terms of per capita availability,
the benefits of growth in agriculture, industry
and the social services.

Distortions

The programme suffered a set-back in the
early ‘ seventies when the reliance on official
agencies and the targets of sterilisation set for
them led in some parts of the country, to distor-
tions such as unfulfilled promises of land allot-
ment to volunteers and the dragooning of in-
eligible cases such as the overaged or adoles-
cents into vasectomy camps. Alarmed by the
political repercussions, some leaders of the
then ruling Congress party tended to shy away
from the family planning programme and to
argue that economic development was the best
contraceptive as if over-population was not in
itself a major hurdle in the way of economic
development. It became the fashion in some
intellectual circles, who were either unaware of
or chose to ignore the determined family plan-
ning drive in Communist China, to regard fear
of population growth as ‘Rightist’ and reaction-
ary, and the playing down of the problem as
¢ Leftist* and progressive.

An even more severe set-back was suffered .

during the period of internal emergency frem

mid-1975 to early 1977, when coercion was
employed in some parts of the country, specially
the northern States, to achieve high targets of
sterilisation. When elections were held in
March 1977 and the Congress party lost the
power it had enjoyed at the Centre for three
decades since independence, the outcome was
in so small measure due to the people’s revul-
sion against the way family planning was en-
forced during the emergency.

It is to the credit of the new Government
formed by the Janata Party that, nevertheless,
it unamibiguously accepted the need for popu-
lation control; only, it insisted that the pro-
gramme should be wholly voluntary. Now
that the principle of persuasive communica-
tion for the family planning programme has
been re-established along with the restoratio
of democracy, the challenge before our family
planning communicators is to bridge the gap
between the urban and rural levels of accept-
ance of family planning.

The gap may be ascribed to several reasons.
One reason is that, despite the expansion of
health services since independence and the
establishment of primary health centres and
sub-centres in development blocks (into which
each district in a State is divided), the availa-
bility of family planning advice and services—
as of medicare in general—is much less in rural
areas than in the cities and towns.

Secondly, the problems arising from ex-
cessive density of population are much more
easily seen and more acutely felt by ruban
dwellers than by villagers. Few villages look
over-populated, even if they happen to be
in one of those river-delta districts where, over
the centuries, high densities of rural population
have developed. The argument for limiting
family size cannot therefore be in terms of the
pressure on housing and of civic services like
transport, sewerage, schooling and medicare.
The argument has to be relevant to the rural
context. The farmer with land of his own can
well understand the implications of the divi-
sion of property between children over the gene-
rations. This argument has teen used to con-
siderable effect and the rate of acceptance,
among the better off in rural communities has
been encouraging. However, when we come
to the landless agricultural workers, or to the
village artisan—carpenter, blacksmith or potter
—it is difficult to find a readily, convincing
argument for limiting family size. There is
hardly any property to be divided among child-
ren. When a child—boy or girl—grows to be
about five years, it becomes a source of help
to the family, whether for the collection of
firewood, fetching drinking water, washing
animals and clothes, cleaning the cooking
utensils or minding younger babies, As they
grow older, they handle more arduous tasks.
1979 is going to be observed as International



Children’s Year, and doubtless there will be
attempts in India, as in other countries, to
strengthen the laws prohibiting child labour.
But such laws, like other social legislation
prohibiting dowry or regulating the minimum
age of marriage, carry no guarantee of com-
pliance in a large country with varying social
traditions. The appeal to the village poor is
usually to send their children to school so that
they can attain a higher standard of living
than the parents have had. But this is a debat-
. able proposition. The kind of education
that is imparted in most.schools—based on
rote learning of information with little or no
reference to the physical and social environ-
ment in which the children live—often makes
the children unfit for the traditional family
occupation without equipping them for or
guaranteeing other gainful employment. So
far as the poorest among the rural population
- are concerned, therefore, perhaps the prescrip-
tion of development as the contraceptive pill is
right ! Their aspiration level must begin to
move upward through fuller and more gainful
employment, so that they can envisage for their
children a fuller and richer life than mere sub-
sistence.
Exposure to Media

Finally, exposure to the information
media is much higger in cities and towns.
Rural India is largely outside the reach of the
modern mass media, though they have gorwn
rapidly in recent decades. For example, the
circulation of daily newspapers, which was
about 2.5 million in the mid-fifties, has rise_n to
nearly 10 million. The growth rate in circu-
lation is higher among the Indian-language
newspapers compared to those in English.
These are welcome trends. But newspaper
circulation is still predominantly urban. This
is because the urban literacy rate (1971 Census)
" is 52.4 per cent as against the rural literacy
rate of 23.7 per cent. The urban level of pur-
chasing power is also greater. Therefore, ex-
posure to the Press, which carries news and
views about the population explosion, motiva-
tional advertisements, and information about
the availability of family planning services, is
higher in the cities and towns.

The number of radio receivers has gone
up to about 20 million. However, only a fifth
of these are in rural ar:as, where live 80 per
cent of the population. The spectacle of the
farmer carrying a transistor set to his filed—
what has been called the transistor revolution-
is confined to areas like Punjab and Haryana
where there has been a Green Revolution.
Elsewhere, radio listening in rural areas is very
limited. Community listening sets number
less than 100,000 out of the total of 20 million.
Out of the half a million TV receivers in India,
less than 5,000 are community viewing sets.
Since a medium can only address itself to the
audience actually available to it, the programme
content of Indian Radio and TV is predomi-

nantly of urban interest both in respect of
entertainment and handling of themes like
family planning.

Nearly ten million people visit the 9,000
cinema houses in the country every day. And
these cinema houses are required to exhibit
informational and motivational films of a
certain length along with each screening of a
feature film. However, most of the cinema
theatres are in the cities and towns. The audio-
visual vans of the Central and State Govern-
meznts do conduct free screening of documen-
taries of educational value in villages, but the
size of the audience covered by them is piti-
fully small compared to the number who go to
cinema theatres. Moreover these documenta-
ries, made mostly by the Films Division of the
Government of India for the commercial thea-
tre circuit, are generally made in urban location
and have little local relevance in rural
areas with their great diversity in the agro-
climatic and socio-cultural environment. I
remember a film on family planning which
shows a father of five or six children standing
pensively on the balcony of a Bombay flat,
smoking a cigarette, while his children pester
him for school fees and pocket money. When
such a film is screened in a village, the audience
is likely to regard the father not as the harassed
head of an unduly large family, but as a rather
lucky urbanite, drapped in several yards of
white clothing, who can afford cigarettes in
contrast to the cheroot or beedi of the rural
poor.

Information Imbalance

The urban-rural information imbalance
within the country is thus as acute as the global
information imbalance which has been the
subject of much debate recently. The problem
has at last been recognised, and some bold
solutions have been suggested. The present
Government appointed a Working Group last
year under the chairmanship of Mr George
Verghese to study and make recommendations
regarding the future pattern of growth, and the
appropriate form of autonomous organisation
of Radio and Television. The Verghese Group
has suggested the establishment of a chain of
local radio stations at district level, and, simi-
larly, television stations with low-power trans-
mitters for local coverage. The reprot of the
Working "Group stresses that the Station
Manager should not only have the responsi-
bility of running his station but of organising,
listening or viewing groups within the range
of his transmitters. This is a far-reaching
recommendation. When implemented, it will
provide rural acess to Radio and Television for
the first time on a very large scale.

- Once the electronic media are decentralised
and ruralised, a second major problem of per-
suasive developmental communication will also
get solved. This is the problem of cultural dis-
tance between the communicator and his audie-



ence. Typically, the radio and television pro-
grammer of today is urban-bred and English-
educated. The local station of tomorrow will
and should be manned by local talent. Only
locally recruited programmers will be capable
of drawing on local folklore and legend, loc'ally
popular forms of song and stylised narration,
and be able to employ locally prevalent forms
of speech as distinct from chaste literary style.
Take for example Hindi, which is the most
widely spoken language of India. It is not one
language except in its literary usage. Spoken
Hindi is many dialects and languages, such as
Garhwali, Haryanvi, Rajasthani and Brij
Bhasha.
Local Recruitment

However, though the prospect of local
radio and television stations is alluring, it €s
rather distant. A great deal of money and
time will be required to cover the country with
local stations. In the meanwhile. audio-visual
aids must do service for local broadcasting.
The cassette taperecorder must try and do
today as much as possible of what the local
radio station of tomorrow is expected to do.
Similarly, photographic exhibition kits, films-
trips and graphics must deliver today as much
as possible of the localised visual coverage
which local television and localised films will
attempt tomorrow,

Above all, rural communicatio.n must
rely on the extension personnel of family plan-
ning at the village, development block and
district levels. It is they who will use, and must
help in the preparation of the localised audio-
visual aids envisaged above. This requires
that the extension personnel must be locally
recruited. Some years ago on a visit to
Rajasthan as member of a study team on family
planning communication, I found that a large
percentage of the female extension workers
(the Auxiliary Nurse Middwives) were drawn
from far-away Kerala. These young women
Hindi, but not the local speech which is .the
distinctive local variant of Hindi, i.e. Rajas-
thani. They could make themselves under-
stood, but could not follow that the local
women said. In family planning, as in other
spheres of development communication, it is
necessary to relax educational standards to
the extent necessary to ensure the recruitment
of local personnel for work at the grassroots
level, and to make good the lag in formal
education through intensive functional traning.
A beginning has been made in strictly local
recruitment in the scheme of community health
workers which was launched last year.

It is necessary to decentralise the respoqsi_-
bility for message formulation and for drawing
up the strategy for message dissemination, be-
cause of the very diverse conditions under
which live India’s rural population. Message
formulation requires study of the cozio-econo-
mic structure and needs of a specific rural com-
munity. The study might well lead to the

conclusion that population control is irrelevant,
for a given community in a desert or hilly area
and that family planning is necessary only as
an aid to maternal and child health through
spacing. This will avoid the pitfalls of centrally
planned messages for “ national family plan-
ing fortnights”” and the like.

After message formulation comes the fram-
ing (or coding) of the Iccally relevant message
in local language and idiom that will be under-
stood and appreciated; then the determination
of the appropriate message delivery system
(whether in person or through the-use of low-
cost audio-visual aids or through the mass
media or a combination of these); and finally
the securing of feed-back—both of the effec-
tiveness of specific modes of message presenta-
tion and of the over-all impact of the com-
munication effort. )

Inherited Attitudes

The family planning worker’s task is
much harder than the canvassing by agricul-
tural extension workers of improved agricul-
tural practices which can be demonstrated, and
readl}y seen, to.lead to increased production
and income. Despite the streak of renuncia-

tion and other worldliness in the Hindu tradi- 5

tion—as indeed in other major world religions—
there Is no religious taboo on improving one’s
material condition through better crop yields
or dairying. Family planning, on the other
hand, impinges on private life and social esteem
A newly-wed young woman who quickly estab-
lishes her fertility, specially if she produces sons,
is highly esteemed by her in-laws and by the

community, and looked down upon if she fails
to do so.

Attitudes that have been inherited as
part of tradition can be modified more effec-
tively by pressing into service traditional forms
of communication than the still alien modarn
mass media, even supposing that they were
accessible to rural audiences. Here again,
only the locally recruited communicator will
know, in each dialectal or cultural sub-region,
the traditional folk forms of entertainment
and ethical instruction which have transmitted
social values from generation to generation.
If he can build bridges between the providers
of family planning advice and services who
know little or nothing about the local folk
media, and the local practitioners of these
media who know little or nothing about family
planning (at many places, the vasectomy opera-
tion is referred to by villagers as castration’),
the family planning communicator will have
performed a signal service. Here is an
exciting and challenging field which awaits
exploration by the rural communicator,

---

¥



Work

Fifty'N.S.S. student volunteers
of the Thakshinamara Nadar San-
gam College, T. Kallikulam, conduct-
ed a ten-day camp at Kallikulam,
their adopted village from 23rd
November to 2nd December. Though
it was one of the many such camps,
the formation of a two and half
Kms, road linking Kallikulam and
Thirumalapuram was really a com-
mendable work. The Radhapuram
Panchayat Union supplied the re-
quired metal for the road and the
volunteer offered their labour. The
road has been completed and dec-
lared open to the public o1 the
final day by Thiru T. Paulsamy,
Principzl of the College.

Kallikulam is one of the back-
" ward areas both educationally and
economically in Tirunelveli dictrict
and the present camp by the NSS
students has no doubt relicved the
sufferings of the people in this
locality to some extent.

Sanitation

Taking the environmental hy-
giene into consideration the volun-
teers have provided 6 soak pits in
the hamlet. They had already dug
64 soak pits onc to each of the
64 houses in Durnikudiyicuppu
village about five miles from the
college.

Sanitation

By Students

N. RANGANATHAN, 6
Field Publicity Officer, Tirunelvel;

The students cleared the entire
village during their camp days and
also constructed one low co=t latrine.
They also alerted the public about
dis;ases and hygiene by way of
personzl tolks and also conducting
film shows by the Field Publicity

Departmznt, Government of India.

With the assistance of the

veterinary and health officials a
free medical check up was conduct-
ed and the children in the area
were given preventive irjection like
triple antigen and B.C.G. The
volunteers formed three adult edu-
cation.centres and planned to open
seven more.

To encourage the campers, Thiru
N. Renganathan, Field Publicity

Officer, Government of India, Tiru~
nelveli Region, conducted quiz and
elocution competitions. The ques-
tions covered a wide range of
subjects. The “students vied with
one another to answer the questions.
It was really heartening to see that
students in a rural area possess a
deep knowledge of current events
pertaining to  India and world
affairs as well.

Thiruvalargal  Jothiran and
Gladson Solomon, Camp Officers
assisted the students in their acti-
vities.

MANDAPAM
CAMP SHIFTED

The Transit Camp at Mandapam
was s:t up to provide temporary
accommadation to Sri Lanka repat-
riates immediately on their arrival
in India till they are sent out by
providing rehabilitation assistance,
The buildings in the Transit Camp
were originally used as Quarantine
Camp by the Sri Lanka Government
and were subsequently purchased by
the Government of Tamil Nadu in
the year 1965.

It is found that the Transit
Camp at Mandapam has been in
existence for over sixt years. The
'buildings were now found to be dila-
pidated and the drinking water and
sewage system require renewal and
replacement, Instead of spending a
huge amount of over Rs.-40.00 lakhs
in addition to the annual mainte-
nance expenditure towards such
renewal and replacement, it has
been suggested that the Transit
Camp may be shifted to a new
location.  An extent of 25 acres
of Government waste lands in K.K.
Pallam village, Manamadurai Sub-
Taluk of Ramanathapuram district
has been selected to locate the new
Transit Camp. The new Camp will
accommodate 500 families besides
providing for office, dispensary and
stores at an estimated cost of Rs.
37.23 lakhs. Necessary proposals
for sanction of the expenditure
have been sent to the Government
of India. The construction of the
new Transit Camp at Manamadurai
will be taken up immediately after
receipt of orders of Government of
India.

Tea  Plantation for Sri Lanka
Repatriates

A scheme for raising tea in the
Nilgiris district in an extent of 3,750
acres at an estimated cost of Rs.
674.03 lakhs for providing employ-
ment to 1,875 families (3,750 mem-
bers) of Sri Lanka repatriates is
under implementation by the Tamil
Nadu Tea Plantation Corporation
(TANTEA). So far 1,535 families

of Sri Lanka repatriates have been
resettled by providing employment.




TAMIL NADU TO HOST 8TH ing 60 years of scouting for boys

NATIONAL

and girls. It is pointed out that
when scouting came to India it was
not made open to the Indian boys.

;AMBOREE 1t was through the efforts of Mrs.
Annie Beasant, Dr. Arundale, Dr.

Tamil Nadu is to play host to
the Eighth National Jamboree of
Bharath Scouts and Guides to be
held at Maraimalai Nagar, 45 km.
from Madras. This ‘“ new town”’
being developed by the Madras
Metropolitan Development Autho-
rity is agog with activity. About
20,000 scouts and guides from India
and overseas are expected to parti-
cipate in the jamboree which is
being held in this State for the
first time. The five-day jamboree
commencing from January 18 is-
to be inaugurated by the Prime
Minister Thiru Morarji Desai.

With this jamboree, the Bharath
Scouts and Guides will be celebrat-

Hridayanath Kunzru, Pandit Sri
Ram Bajpal and others that scouting
for Indian boys was started in 1918
in Madras.

The Tamil Nadu Government
is going all out to provide amenities
to the campers. Maraimalai Nagar
which is near Kattangolathur was
chosen as the venue as 500 acres of
developed land with roads, water
supply and underground drainage
systems is readily "available. The
MMDA has cleared the sites of
bushes and levelled it to make it
suitable for pitching tents.

The participants will be accom-
modated in 3,000 tents, according

to Thiru R. S. Dhiman, Director of
the Jamboree. To enable the cam-
pers to visit Madras for sight seeing,
special trains will be run from
Kattangolathur. The P.T.C. has

agreed to spare buses for sight seeing -

in Madras and the visit to Maha-
balipuram, he said.

The contingents will make their

own arrangements for food. Provi-

sions, milk, vegetables, fuel and

other articles of consumption will
be made available at reasonable

rates at the jamboree shopping

centre.
an arena with a dais-cum-platform
for about 1,000 invitees, besides a
separate dais for meetings and a
saluting base with a flag staff 20
ft. high.

The previous national jam-

-boree was held in Faridabad in

1974 with uearly 19,000 scouts and
guides participating.

The MMDA will construct .

A Sheag

The Draft Proposals of the

Five-Year Plan 1978-83, prepared by

the State Planning Commission,have
a special signifizance ia 5o far as the
final plan that would emerge from
these proposals would be the first.
of the kind to be fitted in the pattern
of Rolling Plans.

In a d2mocratic set up, the ideal
development plan should be one
which aims at the welfare of the
masses and at briaging about deve-
lopment by evoking their enthusiasm
and by enlisting their support and
co-operation, But if this is to be
achieved, the two glaring evils of
mass poverty and unemployment
are to be controlled and eliminated.
In drawing up the Draft proposals,
these objectives have been kept in

view.
Objectives

Specifically, these objectives are:
(1) reduction in economic and soci:l
inequalities ; (2) substantial increas:
in State income; (3) reduction of
unemployment ; (4) eradication of
the worst forms of poverty and an
appreciable reduction in the number
of people below the poverty line in
the State ; (5) provision by the State
of some of the basic needs of the
people in the low incomz groups.
In conformity with the objéc-
tives set forth, the Plan for 1978-83
lays stress on the developmant of
the . primary sector—particularly
Agriculture and Rural development

From Tamil Nadu
Draft Plan

and also on Irrigation and Power
development.  The substantial in-
crease on power developmant is
justified by the fact that electric
power is utilised not only for the
running of large industries but also
for operations concerned with agri-
cultural production and small indus-
tries. As regards social services,
though as a percentage of total
plan outlay there is a decreass, yet
in absolute terms the increase is by
nearly. 1009

Compared with the Fifth Plan,
the outlay on the 1978-’83 Plan re-
presents an increase of 115.9%. In
the latter Plan, greater emphasis is
laid on agriculture, irrigation and
power development. . Power deve-
lopment takes up 41 % of the total
outlay compared with 319 in the
Fifth Plan, irrigation and agriculture
and allied programmes 89, and
149 respectively compared with 79
and 129 of the previous plan.

Income Generatjon

The execution of the various
plan programmes would result in
mcome generated from the agricul-
tural sector to go up to Rs. 684.70
crores projected from Rs. 620.11
crores in 1977-78 estimated and from
mining and manufacturing indus-
tries to Rs. 481.60 crores projected

from Rs. 396.02 Crs. in 1977-78
estimated. The aggregate income

of the State would increase from
Rs. 1732.84 crores at the end of the
Fifth Plan estimated-to Rs. 2078.33
prcjected at the end of the next
plan. This means that agricultural
income will increase at the rate of
2.0 %, per year, income from industry
4.09% per year and general income
3.89 per year. .

Special provisions have been
made in the Plan for the eradication
of two main evils confronting the
State—(1)  Unemployment ; (2)
Poverty.

(1) Unemployment : The num
ber of unemployed people in Tamil
Nadu at the end of March *78 is
estimated at 26 lakhs. Adding to

this, the increase in the labour force |

in the Five-Year period 1978-83,
the total employment that will have
to be created will be of the order of
38 lakhs. It is expected that the
investment envisaged in the public
sector in the Plan, 1978-83’ together
with expansion of the activities in the
private sector will result in employ-
ment generation to the extent of 27
lakhs, leaving a balance of unemploy
ment of 11 lakhs at the end of 1982-

3.

(2) Poverty : According to a
recent estimate, the number of people
below poverty line in the State is
53.39%—55.0% in Urban areas and
52.5% in Rural areas.



RESEARCH FOR AGRICULTURAL

Physics Features the Regional
Research Stition, Kaveripattanam
\ is situated ideally on tie n: tional
highway No. 7 at Pzi ur Village at 3
distancz of 5 Km from Kaveripaita-
nam o1 the Bang: lyre-Salem route.
Thz stition has an extert of 45.7
acrss comprizing 43.27 ares of culti-
vable lands of which 23.27 acres arz
under rainfed condition and the rest
irrigeted by the KRP canzl .and
supplemented by an open well during
periods of non-receipt of water in
the canal.  The soil is red non-
calcarcous sandy loam to loamy sand
with 84.89/ of coarse fraction and 4
1o 5% of clay. The annual ave-
rage rainfall is 840 mm.

Dharmapuri  district, which
has te:n classified as a back-
ward district of the State has
irmense potentialities for agricultu-
ral development with its characteris-
tic and varied agro-climatic features
permittirg the cultivation of almost
all the crops grown in Tamil Nadu
from rainfed samai to wet rice, dry-
land vegerables to cold vegetables
like cabbage and cauliflower, tapioca
to sugarbeet, gingelly to sunflower,

. horsegram to redgram,, drought re-
sistant cotton to hybrid cotton,
grapes to mangoes, sugarcane to
betelvine and crossandra to roses.
Over eighty percent of the cultivable
area in this District is grown with
dryland crops. The need for a full-
fledged Research Centre to cater to
the needs of the farmers of this
region cannot be over emphasised.
This centre will benefit the farmers
by providing high yielding varieties
possessing multiple resistance to
pests, discases and stress conditions
to replacz the local varieties, deve-
loping appropriage technologies by
way of improved agronomic practi-
ces pardicularly dry farming techni-
ques along with effective remodial
measures for contrcl of pests and
diseases and formulating cropping
systems to make agriculture increa-
singly a profitable proposition ulti-
mat:ly enhancing the economic
status of the farming community
especially the marginal and small
farmers. With these objectives in
view a Regional Research Siation at
Paiyur started functioning from
May 1973 under the auspieces of the
Tamil . Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity, Coimbatore. -

—~PRODUCTION—

About the District Geographi-

.cal position: Dharmapuri District

came irto existence on October 2,
1963 after the bifurcation of Salem
district. The district lies between
11" 25 and 13’ and 13’ O’ North
latitude and 77" 25’ and 78° 50’
East longitude. The district is
bounded on the north by Karnataka,
south by Salem District of Tamil
Nadu, East by Andhra Pradesh,
South and North- Arcot Districts,
West mostly by Karnataka and
paitly ty Ccimb:ctore, The geo-
graphic:l area cf the district is
9,62,913 ha. The land is highly
unduliti-g with a number of rockly
hillccks and patckes which are ex-
posed to erosion hazards. The net
area sown constitutes only 39.2
percent (3,77,463 ha.). Next to the
cultivated area, is the area occupied
by forests viz. 3,17,294 ha. which
constitute 32.9 per cent of the total
area. The elevation of the district
ranges from 450 10 950m above
mean sea level. The climate of the
district varies from one region to
another, the south being relatively
hot, becoming cooler and moderate
towards the czntre and west, finally
colling further at-Denkanikottai and
Hosur.

Dharmapuri  District being a
semi-arid region, its soils are
mainly influenced by the parent
material and their physiographic
position. The soils have a close
rclationship to the geological parent
material, since the plant and animal
like excepting homo sapiens species
are scanty in the area resulting in
poor addition of organic matter to
the coils ; as such the physical pro-
cesses of soil formation predomi-
nates over the chemical process.
The effect of topography altitude,
rainfall and irrigation facilities have
had a profound influence on the
soil properties and profile develop-
ment. As such we have soils rang-
ing in colour from chestnut red to
black. There are five soil types
viz. red non-calcareous, brown non-
calcareious,  brown calcareious,
tlack calcaeious and colluvial cal-
careous, Of these, the ‘red non-
calcareious soil dominates covering
53.9 percent of the total geographi-
cal area of this district. The soils
of this type are medium textured,
having god drainage with moderate

DRr. J. CHANDRAMOHAN,
Regional Research Centre,
Kaveripattanam.

permiability and are mostly under
dry cultivation. In general the soils
of this district are low in nitrogen
and potassium and medium in
phosphorus. The low organic con-
tent of the soil do have an adverse
effect on the yield of crops.

Out of the total 3,77,463 ha. of net
area sown 81.8 percent i.e., 3,08,765
ba. are under dry cultivation and
only 18.2 percent (68,698 ha) have
irrigation facilities.  The main
sources of irrigation of the districts
are wells (60. 7 per cent) tanks (27.4
percent), government canals (9.4
percent) and other sources (2.3 per-
cent). There are 86000 wells and
2171 tanks. The Krishnagiri Re-
servoir project having a command
area (ayacut of 3645 ha.) is the only
major irrigation project and the
rest of the area constitute 33 ayacut
inclusive of the recent Chinnar and
Akkathangai Project.

The main crops cultivated
in  this  district are Ragi,
Cholam, horsegram,  ground-
nut and rice followed by cumbu,
minor millets like samai, varagu and
sugarcane. The food crops consti-
sute 87.48 percent of the total cropp-
ed area. The major crops are under
rainfed condition except rice and
tugarcane which are occupying a
fairly larger irrigated area. Cereals
occupy 440311 ha. as against 87,200
hectares under pulses which consti-
tute only 19.81 percent. Informa-
tion on area under. different crops are
given below.

Objectives of the Station

Evolving suitable dry farming
techniques for conservation of
moisture and agronomic practices
for individual crops to enhance
the production  under dry
condition. Breeding of  high
yielding short duration drought
resistant or drought escaping varie-
ties, hybrids of different crops suita-
ble for the peculiar rainfall pattern
of the district. Formulating suita-
ble package of practices for dry
land crops. Evolution of varieties
with multiple resistance to pests,
diseases and stress conditions. Dave-
lopment of alkalinity tolerant rice
varieties suitable for both the sea-
sons. Evolution of high yielding



rice varieties suitable for ill drained
soil conditions.  Evolution of high
yielding photo-insensitive fine grain-
ed (GEB. 24 grain type) rice variety
to replace the predominant kitchidi
samba of this tract. Development
of high yielding cold tolerant varie-
ties suitable for late planted condi-
tions.  Fixing suitable high yeilding
varieties of vegetables like tomato,
brirjal, bhendi, cabbage and tuber
crops. Fixing varieties in each of
the flower crops like rose, jasmine,
tuberose, crossandra etc., suitable
for Dharmapuri District. Intro-
duction of new crops like sunfiower,
sugarbeet. Formulation of suitable
water management practices for
irrigated crops with high production
per unit of water. Evolving cropp-
ing systems for increased economic
return both under rainfed and irri-
gated conditions.

To evolve appropriate mixed
farming techniques with a view to
increase ircome and employment of
marginal farmers. Evolving suita-
ble techniques to reclaim saline and
alkalire scils and package of practi-
ces for such soils.

Atout the Centre

This Regional Research Station
was started at Paiyur in Jure, 1973
by the Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University to cater to the needs
of the farmers of Dharmapuri
District.

At present Research is conduct-
ed on various aspects of cropping
such as varietal improvement of
crops, development of varieties with
multiple resistance to pests and disea-
es, resyorses of crops to manures
ard fertilizers, irrigaticn, introduc-
tion of new crop varieties, working
out tke eccnomics of different sys-
lems cf farmirg etc. for the imnie-
diate and lorg-range berefit to the
farmers. Research projects num-
bering twenty four are in operation,
Almost all crops viz. rice, millets.
pulses, oilseeds, vegetatl:s, agrono
romy, soil science ard Frorticulture
are dealt with both under irrigated
#nd rairfed conditions. Besides the
funds of the Tamilnadu Agricultural
Univerity, other agencics like Indian
Council ~ Agricultural ~ Rescarch,
Indian Couon Mills Fedcration,
German  Democratic  Republic,
Hinduvstan Lever Limited, Dharma-
puri District Developmen: Council
and Dharmapuri District Co-ogera-
tive sugar Mills. Palacode are ,
participating in tke research pro
ccts in_operation this ttation by
givirg finarcial assisiance.

Crop varieties developed and
teckniques evohved ¢t the station
are bairg tried in the farmers® hold-
ings spread cver the Cistrict urder
their existng conditiors.  This
station will, in coirse of time, be-
ccme cne of the most important
Regioral Research Centres of the
Temil Nadu Agricultural University
fer multi-disciplirary ~ research,
cricnted to the needs of the tract
with fzcilies for extersion work
ard Toct-gracuaie research leading
to M.Ec. (Ag.)-and Ph. D. cegrees.

Addgpticn
The  research firdirgs so
far cblaired are svmmariced

such as Alkelinity Tolerart Rice
Vzricties fcr Clraimapuri District:
After ecrcerirg a large rumber of
irpicved alkalinity tolerant varieties
ard Lybrid derivaties of different
crosses, two high yielding rice cul-
tures viz. DPI 598, with a duration
of 115 days and DPI 599 of 140
dys duration were isolated as suita-
ble for large scale cultivation. The
rice culture DPI 598 established well
in alkaline soils in the farmers’ hold-
ings even with a pH range of 8.52
to 9.2 recording the highest survival
percentage of 91.75 as against the
65.49% by Dasal and 48.98% by
Gettu. The rice variety DIP 598
also recorded a high yield of 7843
Kg as against 3586 Kg/ha and
24<3 Kg/ha of the Dasal and Geiiu
varieties respectively. The long
duration variety DPI 599 has also
recorced a high grain yield of §643
Kg/ha with a high survival percen-
tage of 83.17%. During the next
season, these two rice varieties will
be tried on a large scale in the alka-
line tracts of this Disirict,

The ruling varisty of
the tract Kichidi samba (GEB. 24),
though  blessed with a fine grain
is yielding only up to 3.5 tons/ha
and s suitable specifically
for the samba  season. For
imrroving the yield potential of this
variety and to replace the same with
a high yielding variety possessing
equally fine quality rice, hybridisa-
tion work was initiated at Coimba-
tore and a large number of hybrid
derivaties were tested. As a result,
the following 7 superior varicties
were isolated and they are under
advanced trials in this station,
They are DPI 136, (GEB. 25 «x
Jagannath), DPI, 316 (GEB. 24 x
Jagannath) DPI. 342 (GEB. 24. x
IR. 22), DPI 343 (GEB. 24 IR. 22)
DPI, 355 (GEB. 24 x IR. 22), DPIL.
591 and TNAU4372.

As aresult of intensified research
with different varieties of cowpea

and otker pulses like greengram,
blackgram and horse gram under
rainfed conditions for the past 4 years,
a rew variety ofcowpea viz. C. 152
has been identified for large scale
cultivation in this District of Dhar-
mezpuri. The variety C. 152 has
recorded consistently highest yields
with an average of 1153 Kg/ha. as
ccmpared to 673 Kg/ha recorded by
the existing improved variety of
cowgea viz. Co. 2 and 500 Kg/ha
by koresegram. C. 152 cowpea has
a duration 65 to 70 days and ishighly
drought resistant. )

Two varieties of cotton viz
CRH. 71 and SRT. I have been
found to be highly drought resistant
and suitable for cultivation under
rainfed conditions in Dharmapuri
District. As a result of systamatic
researches done in varietal improve-

ment of cotton from 1974 onwards

under a research project financed by
the Indian cotton Mills Federation,
Bombay with different varieties,
hybrid progenies the above two varie-
ties were isolated. CRH. 71 has
given ths highest yield of 1681 kg
of kapas per hectare with a ginniag
perceatage of 38.3 and fibre length
of 22.6 mm while SRT. 1 has given
an equally good yield of 1680 kg
of kapas per hectare with-a ginning
percentage 38.5 and staple length of
26.4 mm an against an yield of 1373
kg of kapas per hectare with 34.6%
of ginning percentage and a fibre
length of 24 mm for MCU 6 variety.
From the trials conducted in the
farmers holdings it is sean that a
net return of 3,500!ha. can easily be
obtained by growing anv one of ,
these varieties under rainfed condi-
tions.

Sun Flower

Dharmapuri District offers vast
scope for the cultivation of a newly
introduced crop viz. sunflower on a
large scale. In view of the poten-

tialities available, 2 research studies -

were undertaken to find out the most
suitable variety of sunflower for the
tract along with other aspzcts of
sunflower cultivation, both in the
research station and in the farmars’
holdings. A special project was in
operation for sunflower research
financed by the Industant Lever
Limited. The following findings
which will benefit the farmears
immediately have emerged.
Variety E. C. 101495 was fouud
to be superior to other varicties both
under rainfed and irrigated condi-
tions. Clower spacing of 30 cm
(1,11,000 plants/ha) in red soil and a
wider spacing of 45 cm x 22.5 cnl
(98,000 plants/ha.) in black soi.
were found to give maximum yields.
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=~ FIRST THEATRE IN INDIA

omangalam village in Kunra-
thur Panchayat Union, adjoining
the Madras city limits, acquired a
place of pride in the integrated
rural development map of India.
The Somangalam cluster of villa-
ges has a population of 5748.
The integrated rural uplift pro-
ject under implementation in this
village has opened up new vistas
in rural reconstruction-task and
the time bound programme has
already played a miracle to raise
the percapita income and im-
prove the rural landscape.

Somangalam has won one more
feather to its cap. The open air
cinema theatre, the first of its
kind in India, has been opened
recently in Somangalam. This
theatre has been created on com-
mercial basis The State Govern-
ment have granted 0.51 acre of
land for building this theatre and
the relevant rules have been fram-
ed as to enable the theatre get
converted as permanent. The
expenditure for construction of
the theatre amounts to Rs. 92,000
excluding the land cost. The
State Bank of India has given
financial assistance. - The capa-
city of the theatre is 473 seats,

the 45 paise admission sectiop
has 28 seats and the rest are
filled up by 70 paise admission
tickets. The total, collection if
the house is full will be Rs. 260.

Wall as Screen

The projection room has two
side rooms called Emergency halls
with a capacity of 150 seats each.
In case of rain, the audience can
conveniently sit in these side-halls
and continue to enjoy the cinema.
The unique feature of the open
air theatre is that the wall is used
as screen instead of cloth screen.
Rain or wind can’t disturb the
film projection.

The open air theatre has all
sanitary and public hygienic faci-
lities. The news reels, docu-
mentaries and quickies screened
are of much use and value to

“the rural audience.

The theatre and population
ratio in India is not encouraging.
We have one theatre for 80,000
while the U. S. A. has one theatre
per 10,000. France, Italyan8 Japan
have cinema theatres for 8,000,
5000 and 14,000 respectively.
The ratio in the U. K. is 1:22,000
and the U.S.S.R. is 1:5000. The

film is a good medium of commu-
nication, and in a developing
society like ours we need more
theatres in rural areas. The open

- ajr theatre comes handy to us.

But the theatre construction cost
is a great constraint in the expan-
sion programme of cinema theat-
res. Not less than 8 lakhs of

Arupees are required to build a
z ,the.agre with equipment and other
. facilities.

But the open air thea-
tre can be built at a cost of Rs.
90,000. Such low-cost consum-
ing onen air thedtres, if the pro-
gramine catches up well, can help
the country to have one theatre

~ for 50.9000.

Boon to Villages

The open air theatre is a boon
to the rural masses. They get
entertainment at low entrance fee.

- Besides feature films, the docu-

mentaries and news reels dis-
seminate very useful information
and message among the village
community on matters that con-
cern their daily life. We can now
see a large number of villagers.
both men and women, galloping
in the evenings to the cinema

theatres  situated away from
their habitats.
First in India

The Somangalam-open  Air

Theatre, the first open air cinema
in India, has been constructetd by
Thiru N. Krishnasamy. It was
declared open by the Governor.
Thiru Prabhudas Patwari. under
the presidentship of Thiru R. M.
Veerappan, Minister for Informa-
tion and Religious Endowment.
Thiru Veerappan commended the
efforts. of the pioneers in this
field and said that all assistance
would be available to build such
useful theatres in rural areas.

The open air cinema theatres
have a better role to play in ex-
tending entertainment facility at
cheap admission rate and the
cinema theatres will be within
their easy reach. Entrepreneurs
and traders in this field will cer-
tainly have the assistance from
the Government since we -have
committed to make a thrust on
rural rejuvenation wosk with time-
bound result-oriented program-

mes.
bl
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Hmdloom Industry which is
the largest Cottage Industry in the
unorganised sector has in its fold
about 5.58 lakhs of handlooms
proviling employment to about 10
lakhs weavers. Out of 2,300 million
metres valued at Rs. 150 crores are
produced by the industry in this
State. The mai1 obj:ctive of the
various schemes bzing implemented
in this sector is t> bring at least
60 per cent of the working weavers
into co-operative sosicties and pro-
vide them full and gaiaful employ-
ment throughout the year. At
preseat about 37 per cent of the
weavers are in cc-operative sector
and it is proposed to bring from
privatz sector into co-op:rative fold
85,000 wewvers with handlooms and
40,000 loomless weavers during the
VI Plan period 1978-79 to 1982-83
by forming weavaers co-operative
societies of ordinary and industrial
type.

Janatha Cloth Production

The Government of India fixed
target of 17 million metres for
production of Janatha cloth upto
31-3-1978'. As against this target,
the primaries were able ty produce
and supply 10.46 million metres.
The Janatha varieties are being
sold to poorer sections of popula-
tion through the selling units of
Co-optex within and outside the
State. For 1678-79, a target of
20 million metres has been fixed
for production of Janatha cloth, So
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far 9 million metres of Janatha
cloth has b:zen produced in this
State. In order to step up produc-
tion a numbzr of common varieties
which are not covered by the
scheme has been suggested for
being brought under the scheme
and if this proposal is approved
by the Government of India better
performancz could be shown.

Handloom Development Projects

Another important step in the
direction of handloom development
is the setting up of Four Intensive
Handloom Development Prcjects
each to cover 5,000 handlooms at
Kancheepuram, Salem, Erode and
Madurai and Two Export Produc-
tion Projects each to cover 1,000
looms at Karur. They have so far
covered 6,200 looms and the total
production of these prcjzcts amount
to Rs. 241.60 lakhs per annum at
present. It is proposed to increase
the coverage to 22,000 looms in the
course of the next two years.

Co-operative Spinning Mills

12 Co-operative Spinning Mills
in the State with an installed capa-
city of 2.50 lakhs spindles are pro-
ducing various counts of yarn rang-
ing from 20s to 120. Two Mills at
Srivilliputhur and Nazareth had
already expanded their capacity upto
25,000 spindles each. Of the re-
maining 10 mills, 9 mills embarked
on schemes of substantial expansion
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of their installed capacity upto
25,000 spindles each involving a
total project cost of Rs. 12 crores.
The mills at Salem, Vellore, Melur,
Mayuram, Dharapuram, Kanchee-
puram and Karur have completed
their expansion programme. The
expansion projects of the mills in
Kanyakumari and Thirunelveli Dis-
tricts are expected to be completed
before 31-1-1979.  All the mills have
now taken up schemes of moderni-
sation involving a total project cost
of Rs. 6 crores of which a sum of
Rs. 4 crores has been sanctioned
by the Industrial Development Bank
of India as soft loan. These mills
have tiken up the modernisation
programme with a view to increase
production and improve quality of
yarn. All the 12 Co-operative Spin-
ning Mills have earned a total gross
profit of Rs. 431.56 lakhs (before
depreciation), during the period
from January to September, 1978 as
against the gross profit of Rs, 223.24

Jlakhs during the year ended 31-12-77.

The production during the period
January-Septzmber, 1978 was 116.78
lakhs Kgs. as against 91.83 lakhs
Kg:. during the corresponding period
of the last year (1977),

Zari Production

The Tamil Nadu Zari Ltd.,
Kancheepuram, is producing pure
gold zari and distributing it to the
Silk Weavers Co-operative Societies
with an installed capacity of pro-



duction 4,000 marcs per annum. %
Out of the 20 spinning machines, !

only 10 machines were working last

year due tocertain technical problems *§:

which have since been tackled and
the capacity utilisation of the unit

has since increased to 20 machines.

The production during the period
from April to September, 1978 was
885 marcs valuing Rs. 4.79 lakhs
as against 532 marcs valuing Rs.
2.38 lakhs during the corresponding
period last year. The unit has
been able to make a break and
make a marginal gross profit of
Rs. 0.02 lakhs during the period
from April to September, 1978 as
against the gross loss of Rs. 1.35
lakhs during the last year. !
over the financial problem of this
unit, the Government have since

sanctioned a term loan of Rs. 3 :

lakhs to this unit.
Purchase of Raw Sflk

The Silk Weavers Co-operative
Societies in Tamil Nadu were pur-
chasing raw silk from Bangalore
from private dealers and Zari from
the Surat Manufacturers at Kanchee-
puram and Kumbakonam. There
were a lot of irregularities in this
regard. A Central Raw Silk and
Zari Purchase Committee has there-
fore been constituted with represen-
tatives of silk weavers societies at
Kancheepuram to purchase good
quality raw silk at reasonable prices
and at present purchase and distri-
bution of raw silk and zari is now
being made to silk societies by this
Committee. Instead of depending
upon local agénts of Surat Manu-
facturers, direct supplies are now
being secured from Surat.

Processing Facilities :

The Tamil Nadu Co-operative
Textile Processing Mills at Erode
increased its utilisation from 17.15
lakhs metres in 1977 to 20.00 lakhs
metresto September. 1977 and show-
ed marginal profitof Rs. 2.56 lakhs
upto Sept.78. The unit has now
taken up an expansion scheme for
achieving balancing of  capacity
among the various sections of the
plant at a cost of Rs. 22.50 lakhs
with assistance from National Co-
operative Development Corporation
and the State Government. When
the expansion scheme is completed
by March, 1979 the bleaching capa-
city will increase to 10 lakhs metres
per mensem. The unit has opened
a printing section recently and also
set up a Modern dye house. With a
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view to provide dyeing facilities to
the primary weavers co-operative
societies in the State, this mill is
taking steps to set up 8 more Modern
dye houses one each at Salem, Coim-
batore, Madurai, Tirunelveli, Trichy,
Srivilliputhur, Kancheepuram and

Vellore. For the first 5 dye houses,
the National Co-operative Develop-
ment Corporation has approved the
scheme involving a total project
cost of Rs. 60 lakhs, which is being
financed by National Co-operative
Development Corporation and the
State Government. For the remain-
ing 3 dye houses, the Government
¢f India have provided financial
assistance to the extent of Rs. 30
lakhs. Preliminary arrangements
are being made for seting up
these dye houses. Of the 8 modern
eye houses proposed, 5 dye houses
will be commissioned by 31-3-1979
and the rest during 1979-80. This
unit is also drawing up proposals
for the creation of processing faci-
lities for processing of synthetic
fibre at a capital cost of about Rs. 33
lakhs.

Units under the Department

(1) The Tamil Nadu Handloom
Weavers’ Co-operative Society.

(a) To evolve new designs and
provide technical guidanca to the
Primary weavers co-operative socie-
ties it has set up a design-cum-
service centre at Madurai in 1978.
During the current year this centre

has evolved about 300 new designs
and out of which about 250 designs
have been admitted by the weavers
societies in the Southern districts
of Madurai, Ramnad and Tirunel-
veli.

(b) It is also implementing a
programme to open showrooms at
important cities  throughout the
country and also to modernise its
existing showrooms in phased pro-
gramme. During the current year
it has opened 15 new showrooms and
modernised 8 existing showrooms.

(c), The Co-optex is assisting
the primary weavers co-operative
societies in the production of polys-
ter blended and synthetic fabrics
by providing technical guidance as
well as financial assistance for effect-
ing suitable modification to the
handlooms. It has already put on
sale worth about 1.50 lakh metres
of polyester shirtings which were
well received in the market. The
notable feature of this programme
is that the weavers wages has been
substantially increased when they
take up weaving polyester blended
fabrics. The Co-optex has also
stepped up its procurement and
marketing operations as indicated
below :

From
1-4-77

to to
31-10-78 31-10-77

From
1-4.478



Procurement 1150.00 950.00
(from Primaries)
- Sales 1800.00 1150.00

It has set a target of Rs. 30
crores sales for the current financial
year as against Rs. 23 crores sold
during last year.

(2) Handloom Finance and Trading
Corporation

(a) The Tamil Nadu Handloom
Finance and Trading Corporation
was established in 1964 with the
object of providing financial assist-
ance to the. persons engaged in
handlooms, powerlooms and anci-
llary industries outside the co-opera-
tive sector. The Coropration grant-
ed financial assistance to the extent
of Rs. 83.52 lakhs during the period
from 1-1-78 to 31-10-78 as against

Rs. 78.05 lakhs during the corres-
ponding period of last year.

(b) To assist the weavers out-
side the co-operative sector 4 Inten-
sive Handloom Development Pro-

jects at Kancheepuram, Salem, Erode

and Madurai with 5,000 looms each
and 2 Export Production Projects
at Karur and Kurinjipadi with 1,000
looms each have been set up to
provide continuous employment to
22,000 weavers in a phased manner
in the next 3 years. Upto 31-10-78,
all the 6 projects have enlisted
6,244 looms as against 3,701 looms
covered upto 31-10-77.

(3) Tamil Nadu Textile Corporation

The Tamil Nadu Textile Corpo-
ration is in charge of the manage-
ment of the two taken-over mills
namely Cauvery Spinning and Weav-
ing Mills Ltd.,, Pudukkottai and

Somasundaram Spinning Mills Ltd.,
Muthanandal with a spindle capa-
city of 25,200 and 13,260 respec-
tively. Besides, the Government
have also given guarantee assistance
to the above sick mills.

The Cotton Purchase Cell of
the Tamil Nadu Textile Corporation
is in charge of cotton purchase to
the extent of Rs. 25 crores per
annum for all the 12 Co-operative
Spinning Mills and the two taken-
over mills. This' Corporation has
proposed to set up a Cotton and
Yarn Testing Laboratory at Coimba-
tore at a- cost of Rs. 825 lakhs
during 1978-79. It is also proposed
to set up 10 powerloom complexes
in backward areas of the district
with a capital outlay of Rs. 175
lakhs during the VI Five Year
Plan. These projects will produce
the varicties of cloth valued at
Rs. 20 crores per annum and pro-
gressively compete with mill sector.

FACTS ssout surrace

AND GROUND WATER
POTENTIAL (N

TAMIL NADY

‘ 1. The average normal rainfall

' of the Tamil Nadu is 945.7 mm and
the maximum precipitation is receiv-
ed through the North East monsono
is as here under.

S.W. monsoon (June-Szptember)

S.W. Monsoon 307.3 mm
(June-S:ptember)

N.W. Monsoon 440.7 mm
(October-December)

Dry season rainfall  188.7 mm
(January-May)

2. There are about 46 rivers
in Tamil Nadu of which the Cauvery
alone is an inter-State perennial
river while the others are seasonal.

3. The total surface water re-
sources has been estimated to be in
the order of 30 M.A.C. ft. ; out of

which nearly 28 M.Ac. It has’
already been utilised and there is
no surplus surface water resources
available for being utilised.

4. The groundwater potential
of the State has been estimated to
be 12 MACft. The total with-
drawal of groundwater is estimated
to be 7 M.AC. ft.

Hydrological Position

1. Monthly Rainfall data for
330 raingauge stations for 50 years
were obtained out of 330 stations,
189 of them have been selected
and are being studied, in detail.

2. Annual rainfall data for
344 raingauge stations were collected
and are being analysed.

3. Water level fluctuation study,
Geological and Geophysical investi-

_gations and Quantification of Grou-

ndwater -are being attempted now.

Groundwater Pollution

1. Surface Water Pollution —
easily detected and treated.

2. Groundwater Pollution —
last long and treatment method is
also complex.

3. Sources of Pollution —
(f) Seepage from agricultural
land (in the form of nitrates

and phosphates).

(ii) Sewage.

(iii) Industrial  wastes (sugar
factories, sago factories and

tanneries, fertilizer and re-
fineries).

4. Case Study—

(i) Sago industries in and
around Salem.

(if) Sugar factories in the State.

(iii) Tanning  industries (400
tanneries in the State).
Examples of Ground water
pollution due to Tannery
are Pallavaram, Chrompet,
Ambur, Ranipet, Pernam-
pet and Vaniyambadi and
Palar River bed in North
Arcot.




S. SIVASUBRAMANIAM, 1AsS.,
Collector, Dharmapuri.

The scheme is proposed across

Pambar river near  Marampatti
village at a distance of 3 km. from
Uthangarai on the Uthangarai —
Singarapettai Road, in Uthangarai
Taluk of Dharmapuri district. The
river Pambar is a. tributory to
Ponniar.

The river takes its origin in the
Alangayam hills of eastern ghats
in Vaniyambadi Taluk of Nojth
Arcot district. After traversing in
Tiruppathur Taluk of North Arcot
district and Krishnagiri and Uthan-
garai Taluks of Dharmapuri district
in south-eastern direction, the river
joins with the main river Ponniar.
As the river originates in hilly tracks,
heavy floods occur, especially during
the North-East monsoon.

The catchment area of the river
Pambar at the dam site is 1,736.00
Sq. Km. (670.23 Sq. Miles). Total
yield available at the dam site is
51.72 M. Cubic Metres (1,826.35
M. C. Ft.). Out of this quantity,
it is proposed to utilise 14.93 M.
cubic metres only. Further, there
is no existing irrigation lower down
in the river. Hence no lower down
irrigation will be affected by the
formation of this reservoir.

Salient Features

Formation of an earthern dam
for a length of 650.30 metre length
(2,134.62 ft.) at a cost of Rs. 25.00
lakhs. Construction of a head sluice
ata cost of Rs 2.5 lakhs with a vent
size of 3’-0” into 4’-0”, capable of
discharging 1.46 CM per second.
Copstruction of a spillway costing
65 lakhs with five vents of size with
40’ into 15 f° filled with radial
shutters capable of discharging maxi-
mum flood of 54,438 c/s per second.

PAMBAR RESERVOIR
PROJECT IN

DHARMAPURI DISTRICT

Excavation of a left main canal
for a length of 29.50 Km. including

three distributaries. Lining is pro-
posed to the Canal. The cost of
canal works is Rs. 85.50 lakhs.

It is proposed to acquire 550
acres of land for dam and water
spread area. Similarly about 200
acres are to be acquired for canal.
A Special Tahsildar has been appoin-
ted for looking after land acquisition
proposals for this project. Speedy
action is being taken for acquiring
the lands required for this scheme
and hand them over to Public Works

Department with the Co-operation

of ‘land owners, consent statements
have been obtained and the work
is being carried out in the lands
required for the project.

The Tamil Nadu Government
have accorded administrative sanc-
tion to the scheme. The Government
of India have agreed to bear an
expenditure of Rs. 140.00 lakhs
from D.P.A.P. funds. The balance
amount including excavation will
be met with from the State funds.

The estimate has been revised
to Rs. 248 lakhs due to before start-
ing the work, the adequacy of the
provisions made for various works
in the estimate has been re-examined.
Further, considering the yield avail-
able in the river, it is proposed to
increase the height of the dam by
1.5 m, thereby increasing the sto-
rage capacity of the reservoir and
since good foundation rock is avail-
able in the middle of the river, it is
proposed to construct the spillway
in the middle of the river, instead
of providing the same at the left
proposed.

The maximum flood discharged
has been reexamined and computed
as 54,438 cubic fete/sec. Accordingly,
the length of the spillway’ and the
number of shutters to be provided
have been increased. To minimise
the loss of water due to seepage,
lining is proposed to the bed and
sides of the main canal. Provisions

" amenities.

have been made for escalation in
the cost of materials and labour.

Benefits of the Scheme

About 4,00 acres of lands in
14 villages in Uthangarai taluk, and
4 villages in Harur taluk have been
benefitted by this scheme.  The
details of the ayacut are Uthangarai
taluk 2,714 acres and Harur Taluk
1,286 acres. The scheme is proposed
mainly to raise a single dry crop
in the months of September to De-
cember. Further by the implemen-
tation of this scheme, drinking water
facilities and the subsoil water in
the adjoining area will be improved.
These are the indirect benefits of
this scheme.

The additional food production
anticipated by this scheme is 5,634
tonnes. The rate per tonne of
additional food  production is
Rs. 4,402. The project works have
been commenced in the year 1977
and expected to complete before
October, 1980. Atleast a portion
of the ayacut will get irrigation faci-
lities before the end of the year,
1979.- Detailed investigation, for-
mation of approach roads, and
purchase of machineries required for
the project have been done as the
first stage in 1977.

Progress of Work

Quarters for the staff at Uthan-
garai and for the Executive Engineer
at Dharmapuri have been construct-
ed a}nd allotted to the concerned
officials. Further a.rest shed for
the convenience of Inspecting Officers
has {1!50 been constructed at Uthan-
garai and provided with the minimum
Works on the earthern
dam on the two sides have been
started and about 409/ of the same
completed.

_Excavation and laying of foun-
dation concrete for the spillway
have_ been completed, except in river
portion. Masonry work has also
been commenced. About 30% of
works in the spillway portion has
been carried out.

Fpundation concrete and con-
struction of sluice barrel have been
completed in the head aluice. About
409, of works have been completed.
Out of 29.50 km, excavation of main
channel has been done upto 9 km
and lining the canal has been done
for a length of 8,500;metres. 12
cross masonry works have been
completed and works in 3 more
are in progress.



VILLAGE AND COTTAGE /.

furnishing a list of village and khadi
industries. The details of the in-
dustry numbering  twentysix are
given hereunder for the benefit
of the public.

Khadi, Processing of Cereals &
Pulses, Ghani Oil, Village Leather,
Cottage Match, Manufacture of
Cane Gur and Khandsari, Palmgur
Making and other Palm Products,
Non-Edible Oils and Soap, Hand-
made Paper, Beekeeping, Village
Pottery, Fibre, Carpentry and Black-
smithy, Lime Manufacturing, Gobar
(Methana) Gas, Collection of Forest
Plants & Fruits for Medical Purposes,
Shellac, Manufacture of Gums &
Resins, Manufacture  of Katha,
Fruit Processing & Fruit Preserva-
tion, Bamboo and Cane, Manufac-
ture of Household Aluminium Uten-
sils, Handloom, Silk, Silk fabrics,
Coir Products and Units in handi-
crafts such as cotton durries, studded
bangles, pottery, toys and dolls etc.

RENOVATION OF HOLDS-
WORTH ANICUT IN PUDUK-
KOTTAI DISTRICT

The river Vellar has its origin
in Velamal:i Hills in Marungapuri
Zmin and enters Pudukkottai dis-
trict in Kul:thur tald. After tra-
versing a distance of about 61 Km
(38 miles) in Pudukkottai area, it
enters Aranthangi taluk and finally
it falls into the Bay of B:ngal near
Manamelkudi, thus covering a total
distance of 137 Km (85 miles).

There are Nine Pucca Masonry
Anicuts across Vellar, out of which
the Holdsworth Anicut is the fourth
one. The left side channel taking
off from the Anicut having a length
of about 7800 metres (0.8 km) feeds
12 lower down tanks having a total
ayacut of 2,640 acres. The. right
side channel having a length of
about 2,548 metres (2.55 km.) feeds
20 Lower down tanks having a
total ayacut of 2,755 acres. Thus
the total indirect ayacut under this
system is 5,395 acres all indirect
ayacut through the tanks.

The OIld Holdsworth anicut
consisted of an over flow section
with Dam stones for a length of
139" with scouring sluices on the
right side of the Anicut. The scour-
ing sluices adjecement to the old
anicut have 6 vents of size 4 ft. into
5 ft. and the other set at the right
flank has 12 vents of size 8 ft into
5ft.

A

INDUSTRIES <332
There has been a demand for <

The Tamil Nadu Government
is to launch a small-scale fisheries
project with the assistance of FAO
along the coast of Thanjavur. The
experimental project costing Rs.
one crore would be carried out
along the coast from Nagapattinam
to Kodikarai. He said the main
aim of the project was to expose
the small-scale fishermen to use of
better technology and system of
marketing.

Inaugurating a seminar on the
* Role of small-scale fisheries and
coastal aquaculture in integrated
rural development,” organised by
the Central Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute in Madras, the

MATCH FACTORY FOR
WOMEN

Tamil Nadu Government be-
lieve not in ostentations publicity
but in action-packed programmes
designed to eliminate disparity in
income and raise the people. parti-
cularly rural population from ener-
tia. We lay more emphasis on
dispersal of low cost intensive
rural and village industries that
absorb the unemployed and Women
The Match industry is one such
unit that provides employment to
women -and children and it has a
good market also.

ThiruP.C. Cyriac, [.A.S. Collec-
tor of Madurai, a well trained
administrator and Engineer as
well, said that a Match Factory,
with 10 units, would be set up in
Tirumangalam, Madurai district,
to provide employment for 500
women. Women will be given
one-month training in this work,
with Rs. 30 each as stipend. This
laudable project would be extended

\ [0 three more rural centres shorrlyJ

The left side flood bank of the
old HOLDSWORTH ANICUT
was washed away during heavy
floods and cyclone experienced in
the month of November 77 for a
length of about 200 metres and
the river course itself got diverted

Food Minister, Thiru G. K.
Edmund said the Government had
drawn up a programme to assist
the small-scale fisheries sector.
The ‘proposal included motorising
3,400 catamarans and vallams with
a subsidy of 50 per cent on the
engines and 2,000 fibreglass boats
of 18 and 20 feet size were also to
be distributed to replace the country
craft, with a 33.3 per cent subsidy.

The Minister said a sum of
Rs. 20 lakhs had been allotted for
subsiding nylon gear. Rs. 200 lakhs
were to be allotted in the sixth plan
for the construction of link roads
in order to facilitate rapid transport
of fish from landing centres to
marketing places.

at this place through the breach.

The total discharging capacity
of the anicut as existed with the
existing surplus arrangements was
only 13,744 c/s. while the Flood
discharge realised in November 77
was computed as 23,390 ¢/s. Hence
the anicut was considered quite
imperative to discharge the balance
quantity of water.

Therefore, renovation of the
anicut by extending the anicut
portion to a length of 100 metres
was taken up. The flood bank
has also been strengthened.

Latest Design

This new anicut has been design-

ed according to the latest methods |

and founded on the existing sand
bed. Since this extended length
is at an angle to the existing length
suitable dissipation arrangements for
the flood flow have been made.
The flood bank connecting the ex-
tended anicut to the existing bank
has also been designed to be safe
against further large floods.

In general the renovated anicut
is much safer and will be able to
withstand large floods of the size
experienced in 1977. To renovate -
the old Holdsworth anicut an
estimate has been sanctioned for
Rs. 6.25 lakhs. The work has been
completed within a period of six
months.




NEED FOR PROTECTED -

WATER-EFFECT OF WATER ~
ON HEALTH

Dr. R. PitcHAl,

Professor of Public Health Engi-
neering, College of Engineering,
Guindy, Madras.

The five principal objectives
in any public water supply
schemes are i Safety ii cleanli-
.ness iii adequacy iv convenience
and v economy.

Safety implies that the water
supply shall be free from patho-
gens and any toxic or hazardous
substances injurious to the health
of the consumers. Cleanliness
implies that the water shall be
wholesome and potable i.e., free
from colour, turbidity, taste and
odour. - Adequacy ensures that
the amount of water supplied will
be sufficient to meet all the pro-
" jected needs, now and for a
reasonable time in the future.
Convenience demands that the
water is supplied at all points of
demand, which will be poss_ible
only with a complete distribution.
Economy, a universal goal, call
for a scheme which will involve
the minimum cost while fulfilling
all the other objectives.

In the following discussions
we shall attempt to deal briefly

with the safety, cleanliness and

adequacy aspects of public
water supplies. Best usage
is not necessarily that is requir-
ing the highest quality. For
example, municipal water may be
supplied to certain industries for
process uses. Some process uses

such as for manufacture of synthe-

tic fibre, high pressure boiler feed

- and others might call for water
of a higher chemical quality than
what might be feasible in a public
municipal supply. Such uses may
call for additional treatment and
preparation over and above what
the public supply may provide.
However, in this discussion let
us concentrate immediately on the
drinking water quality require-
ments.

Drinking water quality standards

" Drinking water quality stand-
ards have evolved over the years

reflecting the state of treatment
technology and the economic fea-
sibility in a given region. There
are a number of standards appli-
cable for various regions of the
world. The U.S. Public Health
Service drinking water standards
for inter-state carriers is a classi-
cal example of a standard which
has undergone evolution and up-
dating over the past 50 years and
is now incorporated in the ameri-
can Water Works Association
standards. The World Health
Organisation has indicated in
their monograph, illustrative inter-
national -standards for drinking
water. In our own country there
have been standards prescribed
by the Indian Council of Medical
Research, State and Central agen-
cies and, more recently, the
Central Public Health Engineering

and environmental Organization, .

Ministry of works and Housing
Government of India.  These
standards usually reflect the state-
of-the-Art with reference to the
treatment technology, the size of
the scheme, the economic para-

‘meters such as the discount rate

and planning time horizan and
the degree. of significance of the
parameter.

Safety and cleanliness to-
gether are reflected in the bacte-
riological, physical and chemical
standards prescribed. Bacteriolo-
gical quality is usually reflected in
the coliform standards.. The
physical ~ standards prescribe
limits on parameter such as the
turbidity, colour, taste and odour
and radio-activity. The chemical
standards generally encampass
several chemical indicators in-
cluding pH, total solids, hardness,
iron and manganese, chlorides,
sulphates, flurides nitrates,sheavy
metals and others.
it will be desirable to understand
the reasons for prescribing the
upper and lower limits,

In each case’

PUBLIC SECTOR
UNITS TO
ADOPT DICSINTN

T

Public sector units under the
control of the Central and State
Governments in Tamil Nadu have
been asked to adopt one district
industries centre each and toex-
plore possibilities of setting up a
training centre attached to each
DIC. The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment has so far set up DICs in
eight  districts - Chengalpattu,
Pudukottai, South Arcot, Rama-
nathapuram, Tirunelveli, Kanya-
kumari, Salem and Dharmapuri.
The remaining six districts of
Madras, North Arcot, Tiruchi,
Thanjavur and Coimbatore will
be covered by the end of the cur-
rent financial year. The Coimba-
tore DIC will cover Nilgiris also.

The proposed training centre
will essentially be a localised work
shop which can provide facilities
for common services, improved

production techniques, quality con
trol systems for imparting neces-

sary training skills. The design
and content of the workshop will
necessarily have to be oriented to
the pattern of industrial growth
in the district.

Investment in this workshop
will range from Rs. 5 to 10 lakhs
and will be manned by the public
sector undertaking which adopts
the DIC.
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= SPORTS

M. Ralu

Bull has been a good friend
of man. But it is also a deadly
beast.

.The * Bull fight* common in
the southern districts of Tamil
Nadu is a good rural sport, offer-
ing an opportunity to the rural
youth to display their valour,
courage and manliness.

Bull fight, commonly known
as Jallikattu, has a direct and
religious connection with Thai
Pongal of Harvest festival for,
Tamils, Thai Pongal is a solemn
festival. Joy of the community
is at its peak and the period
of prosperity begins will Thai
Pongal. The thanks giving festi-
val or the thanks giving day of
Harvest on the first day of the
month of Thai falling in the
second week of January is cele-
brated for two days with publi-
city, pomp, pagseanty and joy.
Religion or caste has no place in
this function. It is a secular
festival, celebrated by urban and
rural communities.

Thai Pongal

The first day is the Pongal
proper and second the Mattu
Pongal honouring the cattle. For
two days, the whole village is
agog, presenting a festive look,
and the women and the children
are all smiles wearing new dresses.
A ‘feeling of self-reliance and
abundance pervades the village;

FIGHT — A PONGAL y

the bullocks and the cows includ-
the_ heifers, are taken to the
village pond for a bath and their
horns are painted in dazzling
colours ; bright brass bells adorn
their necks. Women cook the
Pongal rice-pudding with ghee
and gur in the cattle-yard and the
animals are fed with this sweat.
They feast from the hands of their
masters whose prosperity is the
result of their sweet and strain on
the farms. The bull-fight (jalli-

* kattu) is organised in the evening.

Jallikattu is ‘a popular sport
in Tamil Nadu. The bull-fighter’s
joy and pride is limitless when he
¢ontrols the bull by the hump.
Special type of bulls are reared for
the fight and a jallikattu bull will

cost not less than Rs. 5,000. Many
landlords and zamindars in the
Madurai and the Ramanatha-
puram districts owned jallikattu
bulls as Status-symbols.

Tamil Nadu kept a number
of ferocious bulls. Such bulls
pin the catchers to the ground and
trample upon them.

Religious Sanction

The origin of jallikattu is not
known but evidently this rural
sport has been extant since ancient
times. References are also found
to this effect in Tamil literature.
Time was when the villagers had
felt that the wrath of the village
gods had wrought on them conta-
gious diseases such as the small-
pox, cholera and plague.
They believed in the mistaken

notion that by organising jalli-
kattu, inviting their relatives from
the nearby villages to witness ths
sport and distributing gruet to
the visitors, they could please the
gods and save themselves from
such onslaught. Thanks to the
spread of education among
the rural population, this belief
is now extinct. Yet the diehards
have also their say. A few villa- -
ges even now organise jallikattu
to ward off infectious diseases.

The bull-fight in Spain and
Brazil has a political history.
Bull-lancing tournaments conti-
nued to be the favourite sport of
the aristocracy of Spain from the
15th century. The royal houses
of Spain, France, Portugal, Italy
and even the Catholic Churches
in Spain had interestin bull fight.

Jallikattu in Tamil Nadu is a
collective common rural sport
organised in the village on a fixed
date, decided by thevillage leaders. -
The owners of the bulls in distant
villages are invited in the tradi-
tional way by village representa-
tives. The village thoroughtfare
is generally selected as the arena
and bullock-carts are placed as
barricades and spectators sit or
stand on there carts as human
barricades.

The catchers are strong
and strudy and also ex-
perienced in controlling the savage
bulls.. Infuriated by the whilstle
and hustle the bulls jumps out
only to see on either side the
tacklers, alert, calm and compe-
sed. They embrace the bull or
follow it, keeping.the pace with
the gait of the experienced bull.
It is a thrill to watch the bull
looking askance at either side
and turn back to chase his cat-
chers. They are sometimes gored
to death if the hoons of the virile
bulls are sharp. The catchers
pounce upon the bull and control
it either by the horn or the hump.
The entire crowd applaud such
daring youth men and congratu-
late them.

The Tamil Nadu Tourism
Development Corporation orga-
nised jallikattu on two days in
Madras and Madurai as part of
their function to attract tourist
traffc from abroad.



Caste is the first force that
creates discrimination among the
people in this country. It is a
venom mixed in the blood of our
people. It is a system that has
paralysed the mind. Hence, Caste
should be annihilated first if
we are to usher in a casteless
society based on equality and

socialism.
—PERARIGNAR ANNA

Feeling of high and low birth
adds fuel to the ever — increasing
communal conflict in our country.
So, this feeling should be destroyed
and real knowledge that all human
beings are one should grow and
gain strength among people.: /

—THANTHAI PERIYAR
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