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Before | commence my speech in Tamil on this historic occasion, as a matter of brief
introduction, | wish to say a few things.

Parithimar Kalaignar was the first Tamil Scholar, who demanded that Tamil should be
declared as a Classical Language. e 1




His commbem.orative Stémp was
released only yesterday by the Union
~ Government at Chennai.

Today we are conducting this Historic
Function. Thisisarare co-incidence.

| feel proud to say that Tamil is the first

language, declared as a Classical Language.

This announcementfulfilled more than a
Century-old dream of the Tamils. On behalf of
the people of Tamil Nadu, and Tamils living
across the World, | convey my gratitude to
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India,
Dr.Manmohan Singh and the UPA
Chair-person, Tmt.Sonia Gandhi, for this
spectacular achievement.

Tamils all over the world are equally
grateful to Hon’ble Union HRD Minister,
Thiru. Arjun singh, for this Central Institute of
Classical Tamil at Chennai.

Right fromthe initial stage; when the
Central Institute at Chennai was proposed,
the amount of enthusiasm and effort shown by
Thiru Arjur! Singh Ji'in getting the proposal
materialised, is really unforgettable. | am
personally. thankful to him for this landmark

_ achievement.

Tamils and Tamil History will always
remember three names in this regard -

. OlglIGDL 676 STHDSTE TATLIMSGILEVEMLD
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Thirumathi Sonia Gandhi,
Dr. Manmohan Singh and

Thiru. ArjunSingh.
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“Dear Shri KarunanidhiJi,

Kindly recall our dlscusmons on your
proposal for establishing a separate Central
Institute at Chennai exclusively for the cause
of classical Tamil language. | have given
_deep thought fo the suggestion and | agree
with you that there is need for special focus on
the classical languages. Accordingly, | am
asking the Ministry to include a suitable
proposal for an Institute for classical Tamil in
the Ministry’s Xith Plan proposcls"

With regcrds
Yours sincerely,

Sd/-
(ARJUN SINGH)
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