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AsMr. Suresh Kalmadi himself
and during his address we are
colleagues in the Rajya Sabha
togetherand lamindeed very happy
that Mr. Suresh Kalmadi has as-
sumed charge as Minister of State
for Railways, I congratulate him,
felicitate him and wish him a very
successful career and I express the
hopethathe willaccedetherequests
I made on behalf of the people of
Tamil Nadu.
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Iwishtopointouttothe Hon’ble
Minister of State for Railways that
the Tamil Nadu Government has
taken all the necessary stepsto clear
the remaining land that is necessary
for the completion of this project
for the final expansion. And the
Hon’ble Minister of State for
Railways has expressed concemn
about the encroachments in the
lower areas of this project. We have
drawn up a Master Plan for clearing
the encroachments also and orders
have been issued.
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I would like to point out to the
Hon’ble Minister of State for
Railwaysthatthoughwehave faced
many constraints in the operation
of our Public transport system due
to frequent hike in the price rise of
diesel, rise in salaries and several
otherfactorswe have not raised the
rates of bus fare, so thatthe common
man can make full use of the
transport system. In the same way,
I would like to point out that
this Mass Rapid Transist System
will be used by the common
man. Therefore, 1 request the
Railway Minister to keeptherates
low. And generally I would like
to make a general request to the’
Railway Minister to see that all
passenger train fares may be
reduced.
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