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r. M. G. RAMACHANDRAN
CHIEF MINISTER OF TAMIL NADU
A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

DR M. G. RAMACHANDRAN, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, India, is one of the most
beloved ‘ humanists of - the . country. Dr. M.G.
Ramachandran, endearingly known as M.G.R.
was born on 17-1-1917 at Kandy in Sri Lanka where
his father was a Magistrate. M.G.R’s family came
to Tamil Nadu and settled in Kumbakonam. After
his father’s death, M.G.R. could not pursue his edu-
cation beyond the primary .stage.. He joined a
drama troupe to support the family.

Hi$ mother wielded a great influence in shaping
his character and, even while young, he began o
foster the qualities of being humane and to resist
_tendencies  that ,degraded. human  beings. He
staunchly“believed that Sincere service to the poor
is the gateway'to the Kingdom of God.

After gaining considerable ‘experience on the
stage, M.G.R. struggled hard to enter’ the cinema

.

world, That was not easy. By his persistent
efforts and endurance he slowly rose to positions.
From 1947 he began to play principal roles as hero.
One by one his films became box office hits.

He was of the firm opinion that the film media
should be utilised for propagating good ideals.

. His film ‘Malaikallan’ in 1954 won him national

acclaim. He produced and directed his own film
‘Nadodi Mannan’ (1958)° which ‘was regarded as
‘movie magnum’ and broke all previous records. -
Till he became Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
he had'acted in 132 films:«. He was an actor par
excellence, a great director. and < producer. He .
knew each ‘and every aspect of film making
Through the medium of cinema he preached virtues
that make man a good human being. In the year
1972, he got the «‘Bharat’ award.
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From his early years he had been a keen
observer of public affairs. He was a staunch nationa-
list and a progressive thinker. He was a very good
reader and conversationalist. - He came into contact
with the great leader Annadurai popularly called
“Anna”. He joined D.M.K in 1953. M.G.R.
proved to be a great crowd puller and vote catcher
for D.M.K. Anna had a special place for M.G.R.
in his heart. M.G.R’s popularity was mainly
instrumental for the D.M.K _taking hold’ of the
Madras ‘Municipal Corporation in the year 1959.
From then on there was no looking back and
M.G.R. led D.M.K. from victory to victory. He
himself became a Legislator by -entering the
Madras Legislative' Council in the year 1962

In the year 1967, in the middle of election
campaign, M.G-R. was shotat by rival actor: M.R.

- Radha and M.G.R: was hospitalised. He contested
the election lying in the hospital and he won by a
huge margin. He needed no canvassing.

During the Chinese aggressionin 1962, he as the
first donor, donated Rs. 75,000 to war fund and at
the time of | Bangladesh war he actively campaigned
for Defence efforts.

After the demise of Anna in 1969, M.G.R.

backed M. Karunanidhi and Karunanidhi became"

the Chief Minister with the support provided by
_ M.G.R. After the massive victory in 1971 elections,
the ways of the party leadership began to be resented
by the ranks as also by the public. Difference of
opinion crept in between M. Karunanidhi and
Dr. M.G.R. M.G.R.s efforts to set things right in
the D.M.K. party went futile. Instead of mending
his ways, Thiru Karunanidhi expelled M.G.R.
from D.M.K., then the treasurer of the party.
With enormous public support, M.G.R. founded
the All India ‘Anna D.M.K. on 17.10.1972. His
party won all the bye-elections held between 1972-
1976. The D.M.K. Ministry was dismissed in 1976.

The A.ILA'D.M.K. was voted to power in 1977
and again in 1980. M.G.R. as the Chief Minister
started making plans to fulfil his promises ‘which
were mainly aimed at the uplift of the poor. He
ordered reservation of 509, of seats in educational
institutions and in Government employment for the
backward communities. He launched many social
‘welfare schemes for the hapless women, Child
Welfare Schemes, Self-sufficiency scheme for: the
rural communities, the scheme of “One job per
family” for the weaker - sections and the schemes of
paying “Unemployment allowance” for the educated
unemployed youth. :

The Chief Minister's Nutritious Noon Meal

Programme has been acclaimed as a wise investment
in human resources development. It is essential for
national development. The programme has created
10 : :

a very favourable climate for education;: health,:
growth and overall well-being of the children. who
are the future citizens of the country. It is a tribute
to the human values, the Chief Minister possessed -
and practised. j ¢ 5

Recently he introduced -a scheme - for
supplying -~ Footwear to children and poor working
mothers, distribution of uniforms-and text books te
school childrenr free of  cost.- He also introduced
«Life oriented education” in- schools ‘from 1984, -
A massive programme'is-being launched tqprovide
30 lakh houses to economically weaker sections.

He has been instrumental for-the rapid growth
of higher education in Tamil Nadu by formation of
new  universities including one for women- and
another for Tamil language. The University for
Tamil and the Women’s University are the first of
their kind in the whole of India. He has also been:
instrumental “ for opening of a number of poly-
technics, medical colleges and engineering colleges.

He successfully conducted the Fifth World
Tamil Conference at the ancient city of Madurai.
which had been the seat of the Third Tamil Sangam.
He had travelled extensively and had visited
countries such as Sri Lanka, Burma,Singapore, Japan,
Hongkong, France, Mexico and USA. He had
a sharp and deep understanding of men and matters.
Above all, he maintained a very cordial relation with
Union Government. Being a leader committed to
National Integration ~and Secularism, he led
Tamil Nadu Stateas a model to others in maintai-
ning communal harmony. :

By reason of his eminent position and attain-
ments, his incessant fight against evils in society, ..
his abundant philanthropy, artistic intensity, creative - |
energy, freshness of 'style, the lyrical force with !
which he communicated with the masses, and - |
his inspiring devotion to an authentic moral huma-
nism, he was awarded the Degree of Doctor of
Laws (Honoris causa) by the University of Madras. |

In the General Elections held during December: -
1984, A.LAD.M.K. secured massive victory for,
the third time. Dr.M.G.R. was elected as a Member
of the Assembly even as he was taking treatment in
Brooklyn Hospital, U.S.A. He assumed office as
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu for the third time, on.
his return from U.S.A on the 10th of February, -
1985. The people of Tamil Nadu had upshakable -
faith in him as would be evident from the fact that =
he was elected and assumed office  of the Chief

_ Minister of Tamil Nadu for thrce times successfully. : v

This groat Charismatic leader and beloved. - -
- Chief Minister Dr. M. G. R. passed ‘away =
at 3a.m. on 24th Dccomber 1987 at:'his -
residence at the M.G.R. Garden, Ramapuram,
Madras, Za
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GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU (Price 5 Is Pajsc

TAMIL NADU

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE
EXTRAORDINARY  rusuisHeo 8y AuTHORITY

MADRAS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1987
MARGAZHI 9, PRABHAVA. THIRUVALLUVAR AANDU—2018

PART H—SECTION 2

NOTIFICATIONS BY GOVERNMENT.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT
(Special)
DEMISE OF Dr. M..G. RAMACHANDRAN,; CHIEF MINISTER
OF  TAMIL NADU
[G-0. Ms. No. 2095, Public (Special-B), 241h- December 1987.1
: No. 11 (2)|PUSP|7798(a)|87.

The Government of ‘Tamil Nadu announce with the most profound ‘regret
the death of Dr. M. G. RAMACHANDRAN, Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
at 03.00 hours on Thursday, the 24th December 1987.  Stat: mourning will
be obscrved. for seven days from 24th December 1987 during which period the

flags on all Government Buildings will be flown at half-mast, - No- official enter-
tainmcat will also be held during this peiiod.

(By order of the Governor)

A. PADMANABAN,
Chief Secretary.

PKINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF STATIONERY AND PRINTING, MADRAS
| - - ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
TR =y oSl S



STATE FUNERAL
OF THE
; Late Chief Minister
Dr. M. G. RAMACHANDRAN
25th December 1987

The body of Late- Chief Minister Dr. ‘M.. G.
Ramachandran is lying in State from 9-00 a.m. on Thurs-
day, the 24th December, 1987 at the RAJAJI HALL,
Madras. The. State funeral' will commence at 1-0G p.m.
on Friday, the 25th December, 1987 and’the body will be
buricd ‘at the Mharina Beach opposite the University
Buildings next to the Anna Samadhi.

Before the coitege leaves the RAJAJI HALL, all' the
wreaths will be placed between 11 am. and 12 noon.
Wreaths will be placed on behalf of the President of
India,; Vice-President of India, Prime Minister of India, the
Governor, Chief Minister and other dignitaries.. Wreaths
will alsc be placed by the principal mourners, close rela-
tives of the Chief Minister, Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, Chief Jpstice, Ministers, Judges of the High
Court, Members of Parliament, Members of Legislative
Assembly, Chief Secretary to Government, the -Army,
Navy, Air Force representatives, Special Commissioners,
C issioners and S ies, Additional Secretaries to
Government and other officials, =~ Wreaths - will also be
placed by the members of the Consular Cotps.

At 1.00 p.m. the pall bearers will bring out the body

draped in the National Flag and' place it on the Carriage.
The firing party will present arms, when Ofticers in’ uni-
form will salute. As the body is placed on the Carriage,
the firing party will reveise arms. |

The cortege. followed by the principal mourners and
others. will leave the RAJAJI HALL and proceed alanq
the route. The route will be lined by troops/police. The
procéssion will move in slow time upto the place of
burial, the bands and drums plaving the dead march at
the beginning and the end.  On arrival at the place. of

. burial, the pall bearers will lift the body from the carriage

and take it to the place of burial.

As the body is being lowered into the: grave, three
volleys of small arms will be fired and the buglers will
sound the last Rost/Rouse.

Disposition of the burial site

2 Lo

Band ? Buglers and
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