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You may, perhaps, wonder that I exprefs *
myfelf with fo much acrimony on a queftion
in which women are fuppofed to have very lit-
tle interett; and you are likely enough, for
1 have feen many inflances of the faucinefs of
fcholars, to tell me that I am more properly
employed in playing with my_kittens, than
in giving myfelf airs of criticifm, and cenfur-
ing the learned. . But yeu are miftaken if you
imagine that I am to be intimidated by your
contempt; or filenced by your reproofs.  As I
read, I have a right to judge, as I.aminjured,
1 have a right to complain ; and thefe privile-
ges, which I have purchafed at fo dear a rate.
I fhall not ezfily be perfuaded to refign.

To read has, indeed,  never been my bu-
finefs; but as there are hours of leifure in the
moft active life, I have pafled the fuperfluities
of time, which the diverfions of the town
left upon my hands, in turning cver a large
colle&ion of tragedies and romances, which
chance threw early in my way, where, a--
mongft other fentiments, common to all au-
thors of this clafs, ¥have found almoft every
page filled with the charms and happinefs of a
country life ; thatlife to which eyery ftatefman
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Ved; andothisT 'had by an /Rundred -authors
‘béen taughtto expet. By this expetation -
*Pwds Jed “hither, and ‘here'l livein a ftate of
i"serpetual hneafinefs, without any other ‘com-
“factthan that of hoping to return'to London.
{ ""ng‘ fince T wrote-my former letter, been
bdriven; by ‘the’ mere neceflity of efeaping from
"'abfolute ma&mty, to make myfelf “more ac-
- quainted with' the affairs andinhabitantsof
this'place, T'am now’ nolonger an abfolute
ftranger to rural converfation and employ-
“’ments, but am very far from difcovering in
" them more innocence or wifdom, than in the
fentiments or 'conduét of thofe with whom 1
‘have paffed n more chearful and more faﬂuoﬂa~
‘blehours,

It is common to reproach the tea-table, and

-~ the park, with giving opportunities and en-

«couragement to fcandal.” T cannot, indeed,

" wholly them from the charge; but muit,

however, obferve in favoiir of -the modifh

prattlers, that, if not by principle; we are at

Ieaft by accident lefs guilty of defamation than

* the country ladies. - For havmg greater num-
bers to ‘obferve ard cenflirey we are co

ly content to charge them only with their own

faults or folhes, and feldom give_way to ma-

- levelence,
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-levolence; but fuch 2s-arifes from fome injury
coraffront; real orimaginary, offered to our-
‘felves. - But in thefe diftant provinces, where
the fame families inhabit the fame houfes from
‘4ge:to’ age, . they tranfmit ;. and. recount the
o faults of 4 whole fucceflion. Ihave. beenin~
~formed how every eftate in-the nei
wasongmaﬂy gotyand: find, if I may credit
 the accounts given me, that there is not a fin-
gle acre insthe hands of the right .owner. - I
have been: told of intrigues between beaus and
toalls that have been now. three centuries in
< their- -quict, ;graves, and, am., often entertained
T with traditionary fcandal on, per[ons of whofe -
names there would -have been mo . remem-
brance, had they not commm:ed I‘omewbat
that might difgrace their defcerydents.

juft left the, company; upon which, Wo grave
imatronslooked with great flinefs at each other,
.- and then the older of - them afked whgther | ]
had‘cver feen the px&uxe of Hew e:c}ggth-
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éieat ‘great grandmother that was maid of ho-

nour to. Anna’ Bullen, and fuppofed to have .
Been foo great a favourite of the king.

* Ir once ‘there happens a .quarrel betweert
the principal perfons of two families, the ma-
lignity is continued without end, and it'is
common for two old maids to fall out about
fome eledtion, in which their grandfathers
were competitors 3 the heart-burnings of the
civil war are not yet extinguifhed ; there are
two families in the neighbourhood who have
deftroyed each' others game fron the time of
Philip and Mary; and when an account came
of an inundation, which had injured the plan-
tations of a worthy gentleman, one of the
hearers remarked, with exultation, that He
might now have fome ngtion of the ravages
committed by his anceftors in their retreat
_from Bofworth.-,

Taus galice and hatred defcend here with
an mhentance, and it is neceffary to be well
verfed in hxﬂtory, that the various fa&ions of
this county may be underftood.. You cannot
expect to be on godd terms with two families,
who are refolved to love nothing in common 3
and,in felecting your intimates,you are perhaps
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