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ation is exempt ; as a publick or a private
life, youth and age, wealth ai 1 poverty,
have all fome evil clofely adherent, which can-
not wholly be efcaped but by quitting the ftate
to which it is annexed, and fubmitting to the
incumbrances of fome other condition : foit
cannot be denied that every difference in the
fructure of the mind has its advantages and
its wants ; and that failures and defects being
fafeparable from humanity, however the pow-
ers of underftanding be extended or contraét-
ed, there will on one fide or the other always
be an avenue to error and mifcarriage,

There feem to be fome fouls fuited to preat,
and others to little employments ; fome for-
med to foar aloft, and take in wide views,
and others to grovel on the ground, and con-
fine their regard to a narrow fphere.  Of thefe
the one is always in danger of becomingufe-

_lefs by 2 daring negligence, the other by a :
ferupulous folicitude 5 the one colleéts many
ideas, but confufed and indiftinét ; the othier
is bufied in minute accuracy, but without
compafs and without dignity.

TuE general error of thofe: who poflefs
powerful and elevated underftandings, is, that
they
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they form fchemes of too great extent, and
flatter themfelves too haftily with fuccefs ;
they feel their own force to be great, and, by
the complacency with which every man fur-

! veys himfelf, imagine it flill greater: they

! therefore look out for undertakings worthy of
their abilities, and engage in them with very
little precaution, for they imagine that every

- obftrution will give way, and that, without
any premeditated meafures, they fhall be able
to find expedients in all difficulties. They
are naturally apt to confider all prudential max-
ims as below their regard, to treat with con-
tempt thofe fecurities and refources which o- |
thers know themfelves obliged to provide, and |
difdain to accomplifh their purpofes by efta-
blifhed means, and common gradations.

THis precipitation, which is incited by the
pride of intellectual fuperiority, is very often
fatal to great defigns.  The ftrength and refo-
lution of the combat are feldom equal to the
vehemence of the charge. He that meets with
an oppofition which he did not expeét, very
quickly lofes his courage, and too foon con-

i ers the enterprife as defperate, only becaufe
/[.: nad before concluded it ealy. The vio-
‘lence of nis firft onfet is fucceeded by a
lafting
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lafting and unconquerable languor ; the mif= -
carriage feizes his faculties; his conviction *
of the unreafonable confidence, with which he
had flattered his own defires, makes him fear-
ful of giving way to new hopes ; the conterm=
plation of an attempt, in which he has fo far
fallen below the expetations which he had in-
dulged, is always painful and vexatious; he
therefore naturally turns his attention to more
pleafing objeéts, and habituates his imaginati=
on to other entertainments, till, by flow de~
wrees, he quits his firft perfuit, and fuffers
fome other projeét to take poffeffion of his
thoughts, in which the fime ardour of mind
promifes him again certain fuccefs, and which
difappointments of the fdme kind compel him
to abandon,

THus too muchvigour in the beginning of
an undertaking, often intercepts and prevents
the fteadinefs and perfeverance always neceffa-
ry in the conduct of any complicated {cheme,
where many interefts are to be connected, ma-
ny movements to be adjufted, and the joint
effort of diftinét and independent powers to
be direéled to afingle point. - In all importar *
events which have been fuddenly brought to
pafs, chance has been the agent rather than

reafon 5
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