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it does not appear but they had themfe'-.s an
equal fhare in its eftablifiment ; an(’ preferip-
tions which, by whomfuever they were be-
pun, are now of very long coniinuance, and
by confequence of great authority, feem to
have almoft excluded them from content, in
whatfoever condition they fhall pafs their
lives.

IF they refufe the fociety of men, and con-=
tinue in that ftate which is reafonably fuppo-
fed to place happinefs moft in their own pow-
er, they feldom give thofle that obferve their
conduét, or frequent their converfation, any
exalted notions of the blefling of liberty 5 for,
whether it be that they are angry to fee with
what inconfideratc eagernefs the reft of their
fex rufhes into flavery, or with what abfurd va-
nity the married ladies boaft the change of
their condition, and condemn the heroines
who endeavour by their example to affert the
natural dignity of their fex; whether they are
confcious that like barren countries they are
free, only becaufe they were never thought to
deferve the trouble of a conqueft ; or imagine
that their fincerity is not always unfufpeéted,
when they declare their contempt for mei.;
it is certain that they generally appear to have

fome
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fome great aad inceffant caufe of uneafinefs,
.nd tha. many of them have at laft been per-
fuaded, by powerful rhetoricians, to try the
life which tiiey had fo long contemned, and
put on the bridal ornaments at a time when
they leaft became them.

WHAT are the real caufes of the difcontent
and impatience which the ladies always dilco-
ver in a virgin ftate, Ifhall perhaps take fome
other occafion to examine. That it is by no
means to be envied for its happinefs, appears

“from the folicitude with which it is gencrally
avoided 3 from the opinion univerfally preva-
lent among the fex, that no woman continues
long in it but becaufe fhe is not invited to for=
fake it, and the difpofition which they always
fhew to treat old maids as the refufe of the
world ; and from the willingnefs with which
it is often quitted at laft; by thofe whofe expe-
rience has enabled them to judge at leifure,
and decide with authority.

*

YeT fuch is the conditien of life, that

_ whatever is propofed, it is much eafier to find
reafons for ayoiding than embracing.  Mar-
tiage, though a certain fecurity from the re-
proach and folitude of antiquated virginity,

has
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. no other wifh than that of adding acre to
a. ¢, anc filling one bag  after another, they
imagine themfelves to have fufficiently confi-
_ dered the aavantage of a daughter, whenthey
have fecured her a large jointure, and given
her reafonable expectations of living in the
midft of thofe fatisfaltions, with which fhe
had feen her father and mother folacing their
age.

THERE isan ceconomical oracle received
among the prudential and grave part of the
world, which advifes fathers to marry their
daughters. left they fhovld marry. themfelves 5 by
which I fuppofe it is implied; that women
left to their own condué&, generally unite
themfelves with fuch partners as can contri-
bute very little to their felicity. Who was
the author of this maxim, or with what inten-
tion it was originally uttered, I have not yet
difcovered ; but imagine that however folemn-
ly it may be tranfmitted, or however implicit-
Iy received, itcan confer no authority which
nature has denied ; it cannot licenfe Titius
to be unjuft, left Caia thould be imprudent 3
nor give right to imprifon for life, left li-
berty fhould be ill employed.

THAT
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TuAT the ladies have fometimet incurzed
imputations which might naturally produce
edics not much in their favour, muft be.con-
fefled by their warmeft advocates ; and I have

“indeed feldom obferved, that when the ten-
dernefs or virtue of their parents has preferved
them from forced marriage, and left them at
Jarge to chufe their own path in the labyrinth
ef life, they have made any great advantage of
their liberty; for they have generally taken
the opportunity of an independent fortune to
trifle away their youth in the amufements of
the town, and lofe their kloom in a hurry of
diverfions, recurring in a fucceffion too quick
toleave room for any fettled reflection ; they
have grown old without growing wife, have
feen the world without gaining experience,
and at laft have regulated their choice by mo-
tives trivial as thofe of a girl, or mercenary
as thofe of a mifer.

MELANTHIA came to town upon the death

of her father, with & very large fortune, and

_with the reputation ‘of a much larger : fhn
was therefore followed and carefled by many

men of rank, and by fome of underftanding ;

but having an infatiable defire of plea.-e. fhe
Was
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