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this rule has been founded, is, that, accerding

to the cuftoms of medern life, it is improba-

ble that fhepherds fhould be capable of harmo-

nious numbers, or delicate fentiments; and

therefore the reader muft exalt his ideas of the

paftoral chara&er, by carrying his thoughts

back to the age in which the care of herdsand
focks was the employmient of thc wxfeft and

greateft men.

THESE reaToners feem to have been led in-
to their hypothefis, by confidéring paftoral,
not in general, as a reprefentation of rural na-
ture, and confequently as exhibiting the ideas
and fentiments of thofe, whoever they ares
to whom the country affords pleafure or em-
ployment, but fimply as a dialogue, or narra.
tive of men adtually tending fheep, and bufied
in the loweft and moft laborious offices ; from
whence they very readily concluded, fince
charaéters muft neceffarily be preferved, that
either the fentiments muft fink to the level
of the fpeakers, or the fpeakers muft be raifed
to the height of the fentiments. =
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In confequence of thefe original ex;rors, 2
thoufand precepts have been given, *which
have only contributed to perplex and to con-

found.
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| fouﬁhd. Someé havé thought it neceffary that
- the imaginary manners of the golden age

thould be univerfally preferved, and have there-
fore believed, that nothing more could be ad-
mitted in paftoral, than lilies and' rofes, antd
rocks and fireams, among which are heard
the gentle whifpers of chafte fondnefs, or the
{foft complaints of amorous impatience. In
paftoral, as in other writings, chaftity of fen-
timent ought doubtlefs to be obferved, and
purity of manners to be reprefented ; not be-
caufe the poet is confined to the images of the
golden age, but becaufe, having the fubject
in his own choice, he ousht always to conful;
the intereft of virtue.

THESE advocates for the golden ape lay
down other principles, not very cenfiftent
with their general plan ; for they tell us, that,
to fupport the chara&er of the fhepherd, it is
‘proper that all refinement fhould be avoided,
and that fome flight inftances of ignorance
fhould be interfperfed. "Thus the fhepherd in
Virgil is fuppofed to have forgot the name of
Anaximander, and in Pope the term Zodiack
is too hard for a ruftick apprehenfion, But
if we place our fhepherds in their primitive
. tondition; we may give them learning among
their
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in nature, are indeed of little value in /ny
poem, but in paftoral they are particularly li-
able to cenfure, becaufe they want that exalta-
tion above common life, which in tragick or
heroick writings often reconciles us to bold
flights and daring figures.

PasTorAL being the reprofentation of an
aftion or paffiony by iis effeits upon a country
life, has nothing peculiar but its confinement
to rural imagery, without which it ceafes to
be paftoral. This is its true chara@eriftick,
and this it cannot lofe by-any dignity of fenti~
ment, or beauty of diGion. The Pollio of
Virgil, with allits elevation, is a compofition
truly bucolic, though rejected by the criticks 3
for all theimages arc either taken frem the
country, or from the religion of the age com-
mon to all parts of the empire.

The Silenus is indeed of a more difputable
kind, becaufe though the fcene lies in the
country, the fong being religious and hiftori-
cal, had been no lefs adapted to any other au-
dience or place. Neither can it well be de-
fended as a fiticn, for the introdu@ion of 2
Godfeems to imply the goldea age, ’and et

he -
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‘THE facility of treating;a&ions or events in
the paftoral flile has incited ma~y writers,
from whom more judgment might have been
expeited, to put the forrow or the joy which
the occafionrequired into the mouthof Daphne
or of Thyrfis, and as one abfurdity muft natu-
rally be expeéted to make way for another,
they have written with an utter difregard both
of life and nature, and filled their produ&ions
with mythological allufions, with incredible
fiGtions, and with fentiments which neither
paflion nor reafon could have di¢tated, fince
the change which religion has made in the
whole fyftem of the world.
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Auream quifquis mediocritatemn
Diligit, tutus caret obfoleti
Sordibus tefti, caret invidenda
Sobrius auli.
. Hogr.
MONG many fanciful parallels which
men of more imagination than expe-
rience have drawn between the paturaland |
moral ftate of the world, it has been obferved
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