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ON THE TEMPLE TOWER

“Problems before the youth” formed the subject-matter of
several thought-provoking addvesses delivered during the last
month. The role of the youth in the emancipation of India from
the thraldom of poverty and penury cannot easily be exagge-
rated. Mr- K. F. Nariman called upon the youths of India not
to confine themselves to the four corners of their schools, but
to come out and tour the country-side and see for themselves
the poverty and misery in which the villagers were steeped, to
whom death in a family was a relief and birth a tragedy.
“Youths” hesaid, “must embark on national service.” He appealed
to them to engage themselves in national service, in the removal
of illiteracy and in theinculcation of sanitary habits among the
villagers. Equally significant was the Presidential address of Sri
Kamala Devi Chattopadyaya in the course of which she pointed
out that what the country needed today was not the mere hoist-
ing of national flags on Municipal buildings or construction of
good roads and bridges: In her opinion, these were luxuries to
a people who were not sure of getting even one meal a day and
whose feet were in chains. It was a very tragic fact that much
of our energy was directed towards non-essentials and side-
issues. What the villager wanted was food and clothing. An
electric light, for example, was a small detail to him when he
~went to bed hungry after the day’s toil with not even a picce
, 6f_cloth to cover his body. In short, to make the life of an
average Indian worth-living was the most baffling problem
before the youth today. In the words of Mrs. Kamala Devi,

. “The youths have once again to give the lead in shaping the

mind -of the nation, in directing its attitude and in helping it
_ In taking a decision.”

It is unfortunate that none of the uld.esses delivered took

. into consideration the fact that the youths in India are caught

. %na‘ net. of pessimism, Every one who comes into contact
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with the young men of to day knows that few have a cheery
outlook on life. The dislocation of society, lack of employment,
the brooding consciousness of instability, the lack of clear leader-
ship and the babel of divided counsel have landed them in des-
pair. The youths in India need to be taught that such an
attitude is positively injurious to Society. Pessimism is slow
poison and its end is paralysis. We, therefore, hasten to observe
that before trying to solve the problems of life, youths in India
should learn the virtues of optimism. Optimism is the sign of
progress, as pessimism the sign of decay. Optimism, however,
should not be taken to mean the mere disposition to look on
the bright side of things; for that although on occasions a use-
ful and comforting attitude has limited driving force and tends
to indolence. The optimism that we want our students to
cultivate is that wider conception which looks beyond the pre-
sent chaotic flux of human affairs and presupposes the ultimate
predominance of good over evil. It leaves room for that divine
dissatisfaction, which clearly seeing what is awry yet recognises
the possibility of betterment and refuses to rest content with
easy views or to sink beneath the weight of adverse circumstan-
ces. The harder the tagk appears, the more courageous becomes
the spitit of optimism. It ceases to be a mere attitude of mind
but soon becomes a vital force carrying the man it inspires
forward from conquest to conquest.

* # *

The medical examination of the students in our schools
and colleges reveals a sad tale. Majority of students suffer from
some disease or other. It is time that the educational authori-
ties devote some attention to this serious problem, As has been
pointed out by one of the speakers in the recent World Educa-
tional Conference hell at Oxford, all money and effort spent on
education in the past will be really wasted if the pupils attend-
ing the class ave ill-fed and unhealthy. This ill-health of our
boys seems to be due largely to bad nutrition. Compared to
most other countries in the world there is more of malnutrition
in India. The reason for this seems to be not poverty but

s}
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ignorance of what the standard diet ought to be. It appears
to be possible that for the same cost that is now being incurred
by an ordinary family on food, a more nutritious diet can be
had if only specialists carry on researches in the field and evolve
a diet which is scientifically better. It has been repeatedly
pointed out that the ‘Coffee habit’ is one of the serious "causes
for the weakness of Indian youths, Itis hoped that in the
hostels, at least, coffee-drinking will be discouraged.

The place of religion in education and life was rightly
emphasised by Mr, C. Y. Chintamani in the course of his
Krishna Rajendra Silver Jubilee address delivered at Mysore.
“It is my conviction,” said he,  that all thesacrifices which are
being made in the pursuit of the national aim will be vain if, in
the process, we give up our heritage, our religious faith and
devotion.” From the point of view of a complete education, the
aspirational nature of humanity needed particular attention.
It is impossible to omit religion from education; for itisa
fundamental human hunger that needs satisfaction. In the
words of Dr. Cousing, “The neglect of religion in Indian educa-
tion is one of the prime causes for the decline of reverence and
discipline in youth.” In his opinion, the school and college
work should begin with an act of common aspiration that sweet-
ened and up-lifted the work of the day. Those who advocate
the exclusion of religion from education should take a lesson
from the observations of these outstanding men of India-

At a time when the craze for science and scientific methods
has wellnigh pushed to the background other branches of know-
ledge like philosophy, history and literature, the article of
M. Philip S. Richards in the latest issue of the Hibbert Jour-
nal is particularly appropriate and significant. “The world of
Knowledge,” says he, “issuffering under a despotism hardly
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less absolute and far more mischievous than that exercised by
the scholasticism of the middle ages.” In those days, we are
told, all knowledge had to submit to a theological test and if it
could not be made to square with the content of revelation it
was rejected. Today, not only a!l knowledge but every kind of
human activity is subjected to scientificanalysis and in the last
resort to the tests of the laboratory. Anything that fails to
survive these tests is condemned and scorned as unreal. We are
certainly in a dangerous position. The fundamental mistake of
modern educafion as of modern civilisation generally is that

of sacrificing the end to the means. The foundation of civilisa- -

tion is not science, but culture. The advocates of scientific
methods should remember that no one method is of universal
application; and to attempt to improve a single method univers-
ally because it has been eminently successful in dealing with
certain special subject-matters, is to repeat the blunder of those
conquerors who created a solitude and called it peace. Every
one should remember that “whatever the world thinks, he who
hath not much meditated upon God, the Human Mind and the
Summum bonum, may possibly make a thriving earth-worm
but will most indubitably make a sorry patriot and a sorry
statesman.”

By the demise of Mr. Robert Foulkes, Madura has been
deprived of an illustrious citizen. The opportunities he had
for mixing with the Indian society from a very early age made
him extremely popular among Indians. He was the President
of our District Board for several terms and was on several occa-
sions elected unanimously. He was a nominated member of the
Legislative Council of Madras and took a keen interest in the
affairs of our District and did much to promote physical educa-
tion in the District It is needless to point out his death will be
deplored by everybody-Indian and European-in this province.

P
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THE EDITOR’S IFS

Getting out this Magazine is no picnic.
If we print jokes people say we are silly ;
If we dont’ they say we are too serious ;

If we clip things from other publications, we are too
lazy to write them ourselves;

If we don’t we are stuck on our own stuff;

If we don’t print contributions, we don’t appreciate
true genius;

 If we do print them, the Magazine is filled with junk.

If we make a change in.another’s make-up, we are too
critical ;

If we don’t we are asleep ;
Now, likely or not, somebody will say
We swiped this from some other writer.

We Did.
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ANCIENT INDIAN UNIVERSITIES
4. TAKSHASILA
BY
A. Rangaswami lyer, B. A, B. L.

Now, come with me, to the north-west of India, to the
ancient Gandhara country, at present a portion of the North-
west Frontier Province, peopled by rough and rugged tribes,
professing Islam, brave and warlike, but unaccustomed to gentle
and peaceful ways. Takshasila, known to the Greek and Roman
writers as Taxila, not far from the modern city of Rawalpindi,
was a world-famous University Town and had become old when
Alexandar overran the Punjab. At that time King Ambhi,
known to the Greeks as Omphis or Taxiles was ruling there,
and he threw in his lot with Alexander in order to overcome
his enemy, Porus. When Alexander defeated Porus and after-
wards came to admire his heroism and nobility of spirit, he
reconciled the two erstwhile enemies, and befriended them
both, confirming them in their kingdoms.

Takshasila finds mention in the Mahabharata and other
old Sanskrit Literature. Its fame rests on its character as the
most famous University Town of Ancient India. In later years
it became a seat of Buddhist culture, and Kanishka, the great
Kushana Emperor and patron of Buddhism ruled in the North
West. Temples and vikaras abounded in its environs, and
many traces have been recovered in the excavations carried out
by General Cunningham and the Archaeological Department of
the Government of India. We have contemporaneous accounts
left by the Chinese pilgrims who visited the city in the succeed-
ing centuries.

Here we are interested in its reputation as the seat of a
 world-famous University long before Nalanda was born.
Charaka and Susruta, whose works are classic in the field of
Ancient Hindu medicine, are said to have been connected with
it, the University being specially noted for its instruction in the

2
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science and art of Medicine. Panini, the famous Sanskrit Gram-
marian, and Kautilya, the reputed author of the Arthasastra
and the Prime Minister of Chandragupta Maurya, have their
memories associated with this great centre of learning.

Though we have no connected story of its career and work
as a great seminary to which resorted the young amongst the
‘high and the low in this ancient land, yet we can to a great
extent graphically picture to ourselves the part it played in the
dissemination of Hindu cultureand the spread of Hindu learn-
ing in this land. We have repeated references to this aspect of
the educational work done at Takshasila in ancient times, in
the several Jataka stories which accumulated after the passing
away of Liord Buddha. These stories mainly of a legendary
character purport to narrate the previous lives of Gautama
whether as a member of the animal kingdom, or as man born as
Brahmin, Prince, or otherwise, always showing indications of
love, kindness, sacrifice, compassion, and other noble virtues
which had their culmination when he last incarnated on earth
a8 Prince Siddhartha.

Leaving aside the elements of marvel and wonder and the
‘parts taken by super-physical beings which enter into the make
up of these legendary tales and embellish them, there are certain
outstanding features of the education imparted at Takshasila in
those spacious times. There were teachers of world-wide fame,
and education was imparted in the three Vedas—Vedas are
always enumerated as three and - not as four including Atharva
a8 in later times, for even Kautilya’s Arthasastra gives the
same reckoning—and the eighteen branches of knowledge. The -
education imparted there was said to be complete: In one story,
Prince Brahmadatta of Benares goes to Takshasila at sixteen for
education where he masteredall branches of knowledge. Another
goes to a famous teacher there to learn the three Vedas and the

elephant-lore  Another Prince in another tale goes to Taksha-
. ;
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sila to learn the three Vedas and the eighteen accomplishments,
In the science of Archery, he became peerless and returned to
his native city of Benares. Teachers counted their pupils by
several hundreds and set great importance to the building of
noble character. In one Jataka story a famous teacher found his
pupil to be harsh, cruel and violent and gave him counsel that
such qualities would lead to dire woe and destruction and
advised him not to be harsh lest he should repent. Brahmanasg,
princes, merchants’ sons, and even those belonging to low
castes resorted to these teachers for completing their education,
and the city presented a veritable republic of learning. The
following story from the Tila-mukthi-jataka would illustrate
this. “Once upon a time the king of Benares had a son named
Brahmadatta. Now kings of former times, though there might
be a famous teacher living in their own city, often used to send
their sons to foreign countries afar off to complete their educa-
tion, that by this means they might learn to quell their pride
and high—mindedness, and endure heat or cold, and be made
acquainted with the ways of the world. The king called his
son who was sixteen and gave him one-soled sandals, sunshade
of leaves and a thousand pieces of money and told him: ‘My son,
get you to Takshasila and study there.’” The lad sought the
teacher in the distant city. He loosed his shoes, closed his sun-
shade and stood respectfully by the teacher after greeting him.

‘ Where have you come from?’ the teacher asked.

‘ From Benares.’

“ Whose son are you?’

‘T am the son of the king of Benares.’

‘ What brings you here?’

‘I come to learn.’

“Well, have you brought a teacher’s fee? Or, do you wish

to attend on me in return for teaching you?’ ‘I have brought
a fee with me-’ So he laid his purse at the teacher’s feet.
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The resident-pupils attended on their teacher, but they who
brought a fee were treated like the eldest sons in his house and
taught. The princely pupil as he was studying, was found to
take a handful of grain which was being dried by a woman
more than once and she asked the teacher to teach the Prince
not to do so. The teacher caused two fellow-pupils to seize
him and punished him bidding him take care not to do it again.

The Prince finished his study but was wrath with his
teacher, but concealing his anger, he invited his teacher to
visit Benares after he became King.

The teacher went to Benares: The pupil, now a king,
threatened him with death. But the teacher said: ¢ My chastis-
ing you is no just cause for anger. Did I not teach you this
lesson, you would have gone on "tajking cakes and sweets and
fruits and the like; then by degrees you would have been lured
to house-breaking, highway robbery and murder, until in the
end you would have been hauled up before justice as a public
enemy and met with condign punishment? Whence could have
come all this prosperity which you now enjoy? Is it not through
me that you have attained to such magnificence?’ At once the
King recognized the goodness of his teacher and offered to give
him the Kingdom, which the teacher declined. Then the king
treated him like a father and obeyed his admonitions giving him
power and bestowing on him gifts’. A tale bringingsimiliar
reminiscences is the Mahabharata story of Drona and
Prince Drupada studying together, the Prince promising to share
his kingdom with his fellow-pupil when he became king, and
his failure to retrieve it when the time came, and Drona humbling
his pride by sending his pupil Arjuna to vanquish him, and
winning for the latter the king’s daughter Krishna as his bride,
India in those days recognised that the teacher should give equal
opportunities to his pupils whether prince, priest, or peasant and
treat them alike: But Takshasila has become a memory of a
distant past though its influence is still alive in the Hindu
culture which has come down to us from those far-off times.

L]
L i ES
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CHARACTER
BY

K. Subramaniam, (A. R. H. S.) Old Boy.

We must bear in mind that character is one of the most
important elements of success. We may be thoroughly successful
as men of business. We may reach high positions in the ladder
of official life. We may be well spoken of as distinguished
judges or as learned advocates. We may acquire high repu-
tation as able administrators or as successful educationists.
But if it is intended that we should become truly great, if the
renown we have gained is to be permanent and abiding, it is
indispensable that we must have good character, that we have
‘moral excellence. As Professor Blackie so well puts it: * We
may be as brilliant, as clever, as strong and as broad as we
please; and with all these, if we are not good, we may be paltry
fellows. and even the sublime which we seem to reach in our
‘most splendid achievements is only a brilliant sort of madness.”

It is certain our education alone cannot serve us when we
begin to face the trials and temptations of life. Our character,
our trained conscience, has to step in to save us from a vicious
.course. It must be our aim to become, in a word, gentlemen,
persons whose sense of honour and truth,in the happy language
of Lady Grant Duff, is specially delicate, who not only will not
tell a lie. but who will disdain the smallest deviation by word
-or deed from the straight path, who behave to their equals with
frank courtesy and self-respect, and treat those weaker than
themselves with chivalry and tenderness. Yes, such are the
-elements that go to make gentlemen and we must endeavour
in every way to acquire these noble qualities. not to swerve
on any account from the rugged path of Truth, either in thought,
word, or deed, to be courteous to our equals, to be kind to those
that are placed below us in situation. With these qualities well
and scrupulously gained, we have claims to be called true
citizens and we will be looked on as powerful troops of the
state to which we belong. As some great man has remarked:
“the prosperity of a country depends not on the abundance of
1its revenues, not on the strength of its fortifications, not on
the beauty of its public buildings, but it consistsin the number
of its cultivated citizens, in its men of character,. educa.tzqn,
and enlightenment; here ave to be found its true interest, its

chief strength, its real power.”

.
o
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It is a sacred duty which we must never lose sight of that
we should remember with pride the institution which gave us
our education, the alma mater which is anxious to count us among
her children. We may leave our present institution for one of
a higher grade and may, through God's grace, in the fulness Qf
time, be placed in high and responsible positions, but in the
hour of prosperity which we wish each and every one of us, we
ought not to allow ourselves to be carried away by false pride
to disown the school that took care of us in our younger days.
On the contrary, we must enlist our sympathies in its humble,
yet noble cause and if we can possibly do so, must not forget
to lend a helping hand in support of the institution and its
rﬁahy poor and indigent boys in the matter of their education.
And as some great person has said: “1t is only proper the lamp
of knowledge which has been placed in our hands should be
held aloft for the enlightenment of others. The well of knowledge
which has been opened in our mind should be kept sweet and
pure by copious communications to others of its healing
waters.” If we ourselves are helped to-day and educated at the
cost of somebody else, it is an imperative duty, to omit which
would be a crime, that we should make a point of educating a
boy or two at our own expense when we become men. We
must, in brief, make our connection with our alma mater, however
humble it may be, one of life-long interest, pleasure, and

-gratitude. 'We may cite en passant the noble example of Tiord

Connemera who said presiding at a distribution of prizes to the
Boys of the Bishop Corrie’s Grammar School in Madras that
he was once connected as pupil with an institution of not
much importance, called Kings Lynn Grammar School and
that since leaving the school he has made it his study to visit
by way of encouragement that trifling institution (every now
and then.) It is precisely this kind of noble example set by our
popular ex-Governor that we must remmember and follow in
our later years. ‘ .
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SARASWATHI POOJA

BY
Y. Mahalinga Sastri, M. A,, B. L.,

Among the six seasons of the year, Sarat is the most
enjoyable, and Sanskrit poets are never tired of describing
its beauties. Succeeding as it does the winter, its beauty
-ghines by the contrast. Winter, however useful for the
nourishment of life on earth, is yet a gloomy season, with its
days clouded and nights devoid of the glimmer of the stars and
the glory of the moon-shine. ~ Winter is not only dismal but
also awful with thunder and lightning and the menaces of flood
-and storm. Passages become blocked. communications curtai-
led and activities arrested. There is an isolation as it were
-of mankind from all outdoor work. With the advent of *“Sarat”
life revives on earth- The skies are evacuated by the clouds.
“The sun shines bright during day and the moon lavishes her
splendour most delightfully during nights. The stars sparkle
distinctly on the clear blue expanse of the firmament. Days
_-are not over-hot; nights are not over-chill and the winds blow
a8 breezes, not as storms. The surface of the earth is green
-with fresh verdure. The fields give promise of plenty and
prosperity for the ensuing year. The rivers flow within the"
banks and all receptacles of water are contentedly full. The
-waters are limpid and tranquil like the minds of the sages.
The lotuses bloom. The swans rejoice. The ‘‘Sarasas™ cross
the skies in crooked rows. The parrots sing their joyous notes.
Men resume their out-door activities; kings set out on expedi-
tions of conquest as the rivers become fordable, the paths free
from mire and climatic conditions trustworthy.

In this most delightful of seasons falls the ‘Navarat}fri’
-dedicated to the worship of the Mother of the Universe. It is
.one of the most widely prevalent national religious festivals in

.
o
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India. During these nine days of Autumn, the Mother is
worshipped from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin by the Hindus-
She is variously named in various places. In Bengal She is
propitiated as Kali. In Mysore She is worshipped as
“Chamundeswari”. In some parts She is called “Sakti”, a&
others “Ambika”. In South India we invoke Her as Sarasw&tﬂli,f-
Under every one of these names we, Hindus, worship the same
Sakti. There can be no objection even for atheists to recognise
an Universal Power. By our own most authoritative devotion-
al traditions, Sakti or Cosmic power is the only Reality. Siva
Himself can be left out of account as he cannot lift even a
little finger if he is not inspired by Sakti. So Cosmic power
is our only deity in the residue. ~The prime source of creation,
the energy responsible for preservation and the relapse bringing
about the annihilation of the Universe—that is Sakti, The
worship of that Sakti is timed during the Sarat appropriately,
because it, among the seasons, is characterised by a regeneration
of life, revival of hope, resumption of power and re-emergence
of light after an interregnum of torpor, gloom, incapacity and
dullness. The Moon is said to be the seat of the Mother., The
period of the moon’s redemption from the meshes of the cloud
is symbolically significant for the devotees of the Mother. The
Mother is conceived as Gnana personified- The moon in the
tull glory of her flawless brilliance is the symbol of Gnana. The
‘emergence of the moon from the clouds is symbolical of the rise
of the splendour of knowledge upon the dispersal of ignorance,
‘This symbolism underlies the title of a Sanskrit drama
“Prabodhachandrodayam”. The moon as signifying Ambiks,
is sacred to her worshippers during the waxing phase of every
month.  But the Sarada Ghan‘dra. 1s the most complete
significator of the Mother. Hence the importance for ug of
thege fipst nine days of the waxing moon in the b’egvinning of
Autumn,
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Sakti has three manifestations which may be termed attain-
ments when referred to in their abstract significance to man-
kind. The exterior of the three is physical and is personified
as Liakshmi; the middle one is mental and is referred to as
Saraswathi; the innermost is Atmic and is presided over by
Durga. In our Saraswathi Pooja we make a synthesis of all the
three; and offer our worship to all of them under the unified
name of “Durga Lakshmi Saraswathi”. As among these three
divine presences, wise men do not wish for Liakshmi for her own
sake. For, in the words of Acharya,  Wealth at the dis-
posal of the ignorant is for the detriment of themselves
and of others.” ““Sri’’ therefore is subordinated to learning
and knowledge. As between the latter two the distinction is
slight. TLearning is preliminary to knowledge and knowledge -
1s the synthetic core of learning, This identity is not only
evident in our practice of Saraswathi pooja during the season
sacred to Ambika, but hasalso been incessantly upheld in theory
propounded through the utterances of our great national poets.
Gouri like Saraswathi is said to be playing on the lute. She
15 likewise the giver of knowledge. Kalidasa compares the union
of Parvathi and Parameswara with the union of word and sense,
The same idea is put more forcibly and directly by Nila-
kanta. The left half of Siva is said to be identical with the word
and the right one with the sense. Gauri isin the form of
the alphabets. Says Mukakavi in the Arya Sataka: My
great teacher pointed out to me that the deity of blissful
knowledge which has its tangible manifestation in the alphabets
from A to Ksha resides near-by in the Kamapitha itself with
the sweet sugarcane bow in hand-”

In these and other utterances of saintly writers of old,
Gauri and Saraswathi are unmistakably equated. Saraswathi
is worshipped both as a divine personality and as an idea in the

abstract. The Varnas from A to Ksha are her Svaroopa. All

.
)
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articulate sounds are her forms. Dandin expresses the indebted-
ness of mankind to Saraswathi in her Sabda aspect in a telling
verse: “All these three worlds would be lost in unrelieved dark-
ness if light in the shape of words does not illumine the path of
life.” Nilakanta stated that the grace of the goddess of speech
alone could furnish the criterion for distinguishing between
man and beast and that sheer cleverness for selfish ends could
only proclaim a man’s affinity with dogs and jackals: As intelli-
gent beings looking forward to the higher rungs of evolution, it
behoves us to be ardent devotees of Saraswathi. And this day
is-one of the luckiest days in our lives asin it we pray fora
higher fulfilment of our own selves.

¢

In conclusion I would refer to the personal -aspect of
Saraswathi, Her Svaroopa is described in the well-known verse
beginning with the- word Yakundendu. Sheis of a peerless
white complexion wearing white dress and seated on white
lotus. She is a,lways worshipped by all the Gods including
Brahma, Vishnu and Sankara. May she completely dispel
our IGNORANCE !

For a bowl of water give a goodly meal;

For a kindly greeting bow thou down with zeal,
For a simple penny pay thou back with gold;

If thy life be rescued, life do not with—hold.

Thus the words and actions of the wise regard;
Every little service tenfold thy reward,
‘But the f’ruly noble know all men as one

And return with gladness good for evil done.

(Bx; F_roni Gujarati).

5
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MAKERS OF MODERN INDUSTRY

2. TromAs Arva Episox
BY
KASEGSNIURE!
“ Genius is one percent inspiration and
ninety-nine percent perspiration.”’
—Tmomas. A. EDISON.

Thomas Alva Edison, to whom we owe the phonograph,
the telephone and the typewriter needs no introduction to our
readers. The life of Edison, the newsboy, telegraphist, engineer
and inventor is bound to be a fascinating study. He built up
‘half a dozen new industries, provided employment for millions,
extended the reach of civilisation and enlarged the life of
almost every one who lived within it.’ Henry Ford rightly
says of him that he doubled the efficiency of modern Industry—
that it is due to Edison that America, is the most prosperous
counmy in the world. Like Henry Ford, Edison too had
constructive motives and a strong passion for useful inventions.

Thomas. A. Edison was born in 1847, at Milan, Ohio.
Hven while he was a young boy, he published a news-paper
which he printed on a train of the Grand Trunk Railway, in a
laboratory installed in a baggage car. Unfortunately, he was
deprived of this laboratory by his accidentally setting fire to the
car with some phosphorus. After this set-back he became a
telegraph-operator. ~All this time, he invented many instru-
ments. But none brought in any money. His first real
chance came to him in New York. He was appointed the
technical director of the Gold Reporting Compary with a
salary of 800 dollars a month, He started a small shop under
the name of Pope, Edison and Company, where he spent his
time experimenting. He became well-known as an expert ir;i_f'.
telegraphy. In four years he ‘saved half a million dollars. It
was, then that he built the laboratory, work-shops, library and

. houses that were afterwards to become world-famous.

o
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The inventions of Edison are astonishing at once by
their variety and their importance. ‘ The list of his inventions
1s too long to give”. He took out 1500 patents. His first
invention was a device which nobody wanted to use—an instru-
ment for enabling an assembly to vote by pressing buttons and
for registering and counting of votes. Henceforward he
resolved to satisfy a want instead of creating a want. Edison
made the telephone possible and turned the telegraph into a
general means of communication. He also invented incandescent
lamps giving sufficient illumination in buildings. He made the
type-writer into a practical instrument and contributed to the
development of storage battery. He invented the phonograph
and kinetograph which was the beginning of the Cinema. The
first electric cars were made possible by his work. He also
constructed an electric railway. He devised methods of pre-
paring and handling cement which forms to-day the most

* popular building-material* He introduced paraffin paper and
the mimiograph which multiplies copies of letters. During the
Great War, he worked out thirty-nine inventions for the
United States Navy. His chief original invention was the
phonograph which he at first considered merely a toy. ** He
devised an improvement in the Stock Exchange ticker which
he was able to sell for 40,000 dollars.’”’ TFrom that moment
the flow of his inventions never ceased.

The life of Edison was mostly spent in the laboratory
among his workers and collaborators. There he took most of his
meals and received guests. His methods of work were
extremely thorough. He knew how to surround himself with
able men and how to co-operate with other minds, He would

4"' ork for days and nights and sleep when he had finished. He
“expected the staff also to work in that ‘heroic’ fashion, If any
of his assistants, thinking himself indispensable, tried to impose
conditions,- ‘ Edison would do a little inventing and work out a
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method which got rid of him.’ He sacrificed large sums of money
for his elaborate experiments. Recently, he examined 15000
plants in order to find one which would grow in the United
States and assure her supply of rubber in case of war., He
spent 40000 dollars on his expriments on electric lights hefore
he got the first crude carbon filament.

The remarkable efficiency of modern Industry is not a
little due to the constructive genius and indefatigable energy
of Thomas Alva Edison. Before the invention of the electric
lights, the now obsolete arc-lamp with its sizzling carbon and
and fluctuating glare held the field. The dynamos of his time
were only 40 percent efficient. Edison’s dynamo gave an
efficiency of 90 percent which contributed much to the high
speed of machines. In short, it is difficult to exaggerate the
contribution of Thomas Alva Edison to the progress of modern
Industry.

@

He was a very talkative barber, but on one occasion he’
mef his Waterloo. Commeuncing operations, he opened with
the query, ‘“‘How would you like to be shaved, sir?’ only to
receive the curt reply, “In perfect silence, please!”

% % % %

The two little boys were quarrelling. ‘‘Your father’s
 mean,” said one, ‘“cause he lets you walk about in old boots

and he’s a bootmaker.” “Yours is meaner,” retorted the -

. other promptly, “He’s a dentist and your baby’s only got

one tooth.”

* * * *

“You know the bungalow you sold me?”’ said the man in
said the agent;

’

the agent’s office. “It wasn’t a bungalow, sir,’
“it was a cottage.” ““No,” replied the customer ; “it was &
wgalow. The job was a bungle and I still owe for it.”

o



135

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

[Questions are invited from students specially on topies of interest and
practical value. They would be particularly welcomed if they relate to },ho
application of the principle of Ancient Indian Culture to modern Indian pro-
blems as the answers thereto would stimulate inquiry and reflection in the
minds of our students who are the citizens of tomorrow. It is unnecessary to
add that no answer in these columns should be deemed in any manner authori-

tative or binding.]

Question: (R. V., IV. U. C))

What is ‘Nazism’? How does it differ from the Fascist
experiment?

Ans: (S.S.) The recent Nazi movement in Germany
is following closely the path of Fascism. Adolf Hitler, though
not so towering a personality as Mussolini, is yet an equally
great orator- Like Mussolini, he hassecured his adherents by
appealing to the resentment, the fears and the violent passions
of men who found themselves in a state of suffering from a
political paralysis. Though Hitler’s Nazis are a far less effective
military force than Mussolini’s Fascists, both the movements
have almost a common origin. Adolf Hitler, like Mussolini,
was a Socialist for a long time. His movements, like Italian
Fascism, have drawn their main strength from the lower middle
classes and the peasants. As in Fascism, so also in Nazism, the
Socialistic features are slowly receding to the background. The
Nazis like the Fascists have created a wave of nationalistic
sentiment and a sense of profound economic distress: Hitler
13 one with Mussolini in denouncing the Versailles Treaty-
The Nazis are determined to rearm Germany as far as possible.
To Adolf Hitler nothing is more important than military train-
ing. “The State should take care,” says he, “that the genera-
tion of stay-at-homes is not produced. Boxing should not be
neglected—it is not stiffer for two youths to settle their disputes
with their fists than with a polished strip of steel.” The na-
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tional state, according to Hitler, should act on the presumption
that a man of moderate education, but sound in body, firm in
character and filled with joyous self-confidence and power of
will is of more value to the community than a highly educated
weakling.

Fascism has come to stay. It isno longer looked upon as
a passing phase. The same thing cannot be said of Nazism,
though modelled on Fascism. Denying every standard of civilised
conduct and government, the Nazis are pursuing a revolution-
ary course unparallelled in the history of Germany. Persecution
of communists, socialists, Jews and even the Catholics, has almogt
become the fashion of the day among them- It has smashed the
German social democracy beyond repair. It has again dealt a
heavy blow to the European Socialism. It has manufactured
so much ‘emotional gun — powder’ that nobody knows what
forces of revenge and revolution are preparing to overthrow its
policy of ‘blood and iron.” While in destructive tactics Nazism
reminds us of Fascism, in constructive policy, the palm goes to
the Fascists alone. The Nazis have still to show their capabili-
ty as rulers.

Q- (K.R.S.IIT.C) Is therea case for idolatry today?

Ans. (8. N.) The use of idols in religious worship is almosb
universal. But the absence of this practice in certain minor
religious sects like the Protestant Christians and the Sikhs
often leads one to doubt the claim of idolatry as a form of wor-
ship. On a careful examination, however, it becomes clear that
1mages are essential for us to have communion with God; and
that where there is not a material idol, a mental one takes its
place. The fact at the root of idolatry is that the limited mind
of man cannot grasp the unlimited Brahman—the one Infini-
te Existence, We are able to understand God only by His
attributes. (Saguna Brahman). Now, an idol is a symbol of
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some attribute or group of attributes of God. In some other
cases, the idol is an image of a Divine man such as Shri Rama
or Krishna—a manifestation of the Supreme to which the
human heart can easily cling. Further, God is everywhere and
in everything. He can be worshipped in anything. Hence
it is right to pray to Him in a tree or stone. After all, when
we worship God we form a mental conception of Him. We
think of Him as Creator,, Ruler, Father, Justice, Power, Love.
This conception is only a mental image. Therefore, with.
out some image, we cannot worship him, nor even think of him.
In meditation an idol forms a point on which the mind can be
concentrated. A few moments of steady gazing reproduce the
image in our minds. ‘‘As the mind grows steady, the image dis-
appears and the indwelling life pervades our consciousness filling
1t with life and joy. And further it forms a magnetic centre. A
highly evolved person is inspired in his meditations by the
Presence of such an image. When we stand before an idol
the mind grows calm and steady with very little effort. It 1S,
therefore, at once idle and rash to deny the help which theidols
render in the upward struggle of our souls,

m—

HUMILITY

The Ocean asked the rivers once: “I see that all of you
bring away the largest trees entire, tearing them off their stands
with roots and branches. But never have I seen one of you
bring me a cane though it is so weak and small.”

And Ganga, the chief of the Indian rivers, answered him:
“Because the cane knows its weakness and bends in due humility
when the rains swell our streams; Other trees with mistimed
pride refuse to recognise the difference between strength and
weakness and so break,
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REVIEWS
(1) Srimad Appaya Di/ksk}xiteﬁdra Vijaya—Sanskrit Prose
work by Pandit K. V. Subrhamanya Sastri, Madura:—Published
1933. Pages XVI—148. Price Re. 1/-

Sankara fought against Buddhism (about the beginn-
ing of the Christian era?) and expounded Advaitism as the
teaching of the Upanishads. Ten centuries later two rival
schools of philosophy raised their heads both in their respective
ways seeking to propound for the people doctrines of faith, less
mataphysical than Sankara’s Advaitism and more amenable to
practice in the ordinary affairs of life. The founders of both
the schools accepted Vishnu alone as the Supreme deity. This
religious renaissance, as all such radical movements usually do
upon their advent, set /fﬁg_gg}ll‘a%sgcgggiolent key that asseve-
ration not infrequently took the form of acrimonious denuncia-
tion. The new faithfsecured the allegiance of the rulers of the
land easily on account of their stress on concrete emotionglism.
and intellectualism rather than on abstract spriritualism and
ideais beyond the reach of the limited human mind. With
political. baincking t}_ljl_ gxﬁa,(zi:uilll}y_set upon a programme of
proselytisation andétafmped'in’ 1€ﬁ/tll/8 result that the Advai-
, tism of Sankara was going to'vust‘and the worship of Siva was
pulled-down- to the; state of ruins. Bigotry and animosity
blasted the true spirit of religion which became more and more
enmeshed in formalism. Sometimes passions ran so high that
gods were suppressed and temples converted. It was all due
to the time spirit-presumably an infection caught from con-
temporary Musalman fanati_cism. These developments reached
great excesses in the 16th cenfury. It was the heaven-ordained
mission of Srimad Appayya Dikshita to allay the fever of the timeg
both by pacific and controversial methods and set the pendulam
at its normal swing. He rejuvenated Advaitism, redeemed
Saivism and reconciled all the three schools by propounding a
happy synthesis. He invoked Vishnu in Siva temples gand

o N
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Siva in Vishnu temples. He taught that bigotry and antago-
nism could not be stable foundations of any faith. He con
fessed that in order to regenerate the down-trodden faith in Siva,
he had to take sides. He often risked his life iu‘f’l;f{é”ﬁg't’tirﬁ\g:'_
against the deep-rooted prejudices of the times. He was a
teacher, saint and writer. He taught thousands of pupils
among whom the famous Bhattoji Dikshita was one, remained
practically poor in the midst of competing royal patronageii and
wrote one hundred and four works on an immense variety of
subjects, ranging from devotional lyrics to the exalted heights
of monistic metaphysics, not omitting to reaffirm cordially even
Visishtadvaita and Dvaita. His:life as handed down by tradi-
‘tion, as gleaned from literary works and other records and ag
culled from recent research publications of a few precursors,
is compiled in the form of a prose work interspersed with
relevant citations from the sources and presented to the intelli-
gent public by Brahmasri Pandit K. V. Subrahmanys
Sastrigal, himself a descendant of the Dikshita. In the words of
M. R.Ry., K. S. Ramaswami Sastrigal who writes the Foreword,
“the author has written the biography in a simple and fascinating
style and has presented in a brief compass the result of many
years of patient and painstaking research.” He has caught the
essence of the great Dikshita's personality and revealed it well
in his excellent book. We wish his' work a wide appreciation
which it so well deserves by virtue of the great subject- matter
and the manner of handling worthy of the same.
» Y- M.
(2) Dhyana Sloka Samgraha:—by Pandit K. V. Subrah-
manya Sastri, Madura, Third Echtlon 1935, Pages 8:—
Price 1 anna.
This booklet gives a collection of. devotional verses
usually recited by orthodox Brahmins in praise of the several
. deities of the Hindu pantheon, - It deserves to be in the hands
of every pious Hindu school boy who would go into our temples
not like inquisitive alien visitors but as humble votaries of the
gods privileged to claim an intimacy with them.

MADURA, : :
- 13—10—35. Y. Mg
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(3) The University of Nalanda by H. D. Sankalia, 1. 4.,
L. L. B., with a preface by Rev. Henry Heras, S. J., M. A., B. G.
Paul & Co., Publishers, Madras. Price Rs. 5; (756 d.)

In these modern times when it is the fashion—unfortuna-
tely there is necessity also owing to lack of educational facili-
ties in our land-to send our young Indian students to distant
foreign countries like Furope and America for equipping them-
selves in the knowledge of modern sciences and arts, it is a
pleasure to turn to a book which treafs of the history of an
Indian University not quite so ancient as to be treated ag
legendary or lacking in historical value. The history of Nalanda
embraces an important epoch of our country’s main history
embracing about 8 centuries and leading into the threshold of
the permanent establishment of Mussalman power on the
Imperial throne at Delhi. . Authentic materials for the weaving
of the web of a true and living history of this famous Indian
seminary of learning are in course of being gathered and some
of the conclusions arrived at in this book cannot but be tenta-
tive. Neverthless, this work is an erudite attempt to present
before the readers an interesting account of this University,
giving in a connected form its rise and growth, the subjects
taught therein, the famous pandits connected with it, the life
of the studens, the religious rituals obseryved there, and other
Universities contemporaneous with Nalanda,

Nalanda is a place sacred to Buddhists. It was visited by
Lord Buddha in his lifetime with his favourite disciple Ananda
and even before Buddha, Mahavira, the great Jain saint is said
to have visited it. Tt seems to have been a-resort for Buddhist
monks in the succeeding centuries, Emperor Asoka is said to
‘have founded aVihara in Nalanda, Nagarjuna and Aryadeva,
the great Buddhist leaders of first century after Christ are
traditionally said to have interested themselyes in the educa-

(s}
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tional institutions conducted there. But it was not until we
come to about the first quarter of the 4th century A. D. that
we find Nalanda beginning its career asa University in the
Sangarama founded by Sakraditys who is identified with
Kumaragupta I of the Imperial Gupta Dynasty.

It flourished for 800 to 900 years from 425 A. D. to 1205
A. D. The Chinese pilgrims, Hineu Tsiang and I-Tsing visited.
There appeat to have been at least six colleges, several temples,
4 grand library and three grand buildings called Ratnasagara,
Ratnodadbi and Ratnaranjaka, one of which was nine-storeys
high, Grammar, Logic, Medicine were taught as well as Vedas,
Upanishads, Samkya Vaiseshika, Nyaya and all the works of
Mahayana and Hinayana Buddhism.

From different accounts, the author estimates the number
of students getting instruction from 3000 to 5000 and they came
from outside and inside of India, from Tibet, China, Korea,
Japan and as far as Asia Minor.

The University which had such a long and glorious career
‘was overrun and destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji in about 1205
.or 1206 A. D.

The book is an earnest attempt at giving a history of the
-educational activity carried on at an important centre of learn-
ing in an epoch of Indian History which appears not to be want-
ing in a steady flow of the stream of Hindu Culture and learning
-and which embraces such divergent periods like the rise of the
‘Guptas, the devastation of the hunas , the reign of

Harsha, the rise of Pala dynasty and the on rush of Islam.
z A R
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NOTES

Madura College

Mr. S. Narayana Ayyar, B. A, L. 1., retired from service
last month, leaving behind him a glorious record. He joined
the institution on Feb. 1909 and thus at the time of retiring he
had completed 27 years of service. Throughout he was extremely
popular with the students and his colleagues on the staff. The
principal made a very appreciative reference to him in the
Assembly Hall on the day following his retirement.

The Saraswathi Pooja was celebrated on a grand scale im
the premises of the Library on Sunday G6th October 1935-
Messrs. Y. Mahalinga Sastriar and Arangaramanujam Pillai
spoke on the occasion on the significance of the pooja. The
function terminated after the distribution of Prasadam.

Sports:i-——Thanks to the indefatigable energy and enthusiasm
of our Sports Secretary, the play-grounds are in full swing.
Volley-ball, Basket-ball, Aockey, Tennisand Cricket have become
more popular than before. During the last month several mat-
ches were played by our students with local and foreign teams.

-Our players exhibited their /best talents in every one of the
-matches. - Special mention should be made of the Basket-ball
Match played against the Lioyola College Team from Madras.
In the initial stages, it looked as though we would have an easy
win over, but fortune willed 1t otherwise.
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Cricket Club: The opening match of the season was played bet-
ween the past and the present students -of the Madura College,
which ended in a victory for the latter. Mr. S. K. Ramanathan,
was mainly responsible for the victory; he played a patient
innings, remaining unbeaten with 55 runs at the close. Mr. R.
Saketharam was the most successful bowler among the past
students, and with his deadly spell bagged 5 wickets for 9 rung
including a splendid hat-trick:-  The past were all out for 68
runs, Mr. K. Ramasami contributing a useful 29. My.'S. K.
Ramanathan besides his good knock at the wicket, took 6
wickets at the cost of 28 runs.

Among other matches played by our club, mention
must be made of two matches played against the Merchants
XI. one ending in a victory for us and other in a draw. We
also played two matches against the M. U. C. C; one under the
captaincy of Mr. G. P. Siddhamoorthi which ended in a victory:
for us; and the other led by Mr. S. K. Ramanathan, which
ended in a draw.

Sethupathi High School

Under the auspices of the Junior Section of the Literary
& Debating Society, a pubiic meeting was held on 22—10—385
at 5 p. m. in the Main Hall, with Mr. S. Nagarajan, M. A., L. T.
Cert. Liib. (Madras Univ) in the Chair.

Mz. C. A. Krishnamurti Rao, M. A., F. R. E. 8., Lecturer
in History, Madura College, delivered an interesting lecture on
* “STUDENTS AND SOCIAL SERVICE” The Chairman in
his concluding speech pointed ouf to those present the opportu-
nity that was awaiting them then on the eve of the Deepavali
and exhorted them to help in the collection of funds for the
College.

OBlTl_J_ARY
At 1-30 p. m. on the 23rd instant, P. Maharajan, §
a student of the Sixth Form C Section, breathed his last,
after a prolonged illness. He died of malaria, and his
death is a loss to the institution as he was a bright stu-
dent and a keen sportsman. May his soul rest in peace!
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Variety Entertainment:— A Variety Entertainment con-
sisting of music, magic, kolattam, dance, comic and farce was
conducted in aid of the Madura College Poor Boys’ Scholarship
Fund on the Deepavali Day. The function attracted almost
all the students studying in our institutions. We take this
opportunity to express our sincere thanks to all those who
helped us in making the function a success. Special mention
should be made of the services of the Principal, the Headmasters
of the several institutions under the Madura College Board, the
Head Master, Sri Meenakshi Vidyasala, Mr. Reghurama Ayyan-
gar of the Sethupathi High School, the members of the Young
Men’s Club, Madura, and Messrs. S. Nagarajan, M. A, L. T,
Venkatachalam, P. 8. Sundaram, D. A, Narayanaswami
and George Phillips. The organisers hope to give at least Rupees
ONE HUNDRED towards the Poor Boys’ Scholarship Fund.
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HOW THE MOVEMENT GOES

The Deepavali has come and gone. Our College staff with
the co-operation of the staff of the two High Schools and the
other branch schools and our students organized a scheme for
making house-to-house collections in the City of Madura, and
some outside stations in the Districts of Madura and Ramnad
for helping the Coliege Board financially. The organization
was much more thorough this time than inprevious years,
and our thanks ave due to the organizers, Most of the Hundi
‘boxes have been opened; and the total sum collected upto
now amounts to Rs. 350. (Rupees three hundred and nfty.)
"The amounts dropped into the Hundi boxes are said to have
ranged between 3 pies and a few rupees. The value of this
‘method of collection lies less in the total amount collected and
more in the manifestation of sympathy on the part of the poor
and the rich, the high and the low towards our educational
institutions, and the skill in organisa'tion which such a move-
ment develops in those who are engaged in it. In the develop-
ment of the organizing power, each year must show an improve-
ment upon the preceding year until we are able o mobilize the
sympathy and the generous impulse of every citizen of our two
districts (Madura and Ramnad) towards our national educa.
tional institution—the Madura College. It is at once possible and
easy of accomplishment. . We want an army of willing workers,
earnest and devoted- Detailed and sustained work year after
year done in a spirit of service and sacrifice will enable the
College and the other schools under the management of the
Madura College Board to develop into strong and efficient
institutions. Foreign Christian missions working in this
country for decades or even cemturies show examples of such
steady and detailed work. Salvation army malkes special collec-
tions for the vast social ameliorative schemes by organ1z1ng <

* self denial weeks’.
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The organizers of ‘Our Deepavali Collections’ arranged
a delightful variety entertainment in the open space behind
the main building in the Sethupathi High School premises
during the course of which an interesting programme was gone
through. Besides giving pleasure to the young and the old
assembled on the occasion, it must have contributed its own
share to the Deepavali collections. Amongst the items we may
specially mention the enacting of the part of Pusari from a-
scene in Nandanar which was done very well by a budding'
actor who is a pupil of the Sethupathi High School, and the
play of the Farce * The Dentist.” We hope similar entertain-
ments more developed, and with better arranged seating
accommodation will be a feature of future Deepavali collection
schemes, contributing to joyous mirth, and healthy fellowship
and increased collections.

) (S (S (S

On 27th October 1935 was opened under distinguished
auspices the Doon School at Dehra Dun. H. E. The Viceroy
opened it amidst imposingeceremony. It is an important Edu-
cational experiment seeking to implant in this country the sane
and healthy features of the English public school and eschewing
its rough, narrow, and insular concomitants. The task js:
not an easy one; for those who are responsible at the top to-
build healthy traditions, to mould the character and develop’
the mind of the youth committed: to their care, in the class
room, or in the play fields or during daily intercourse may be
Britishers, who in spite of their abundantearnestness and good-:
will may not be able to sympathise with and duly appreciate.
Indian view-points and adapt them to their English experience,
It was on this rock of Jack of wise adjustment and aaaptation.
such institutions like the “Newington” under the Court of
Wards in this Province foundered; most of the students who-
came out of this latter institution no doubt came out with a
veneer of the accomplishments of an English country squire, but:
were utter failures in the way of heing successful men of light,
and leading in the country.® :

5 @ @ e .~ . e
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But Mr. A. E. Foot, the Principal of the Doon School has
rightly apprised the responsibilities devolving on the autho-
rities of the School, and the dangers which have to be avoided.
Many friends have warned him of the dangers—the creation of a
class of snobs sent out by the School into the Indian world
with a spirit of exclusiveness which is one of the worst features
of the English Public School, the denationalisation of the pupils
with a positive repugnance to the great traditions of their

country, and an indifference to its even greater future. He has
noted these dangers which are not merely imaginary but hopes
to send out into life his boys as members of an aristocracy of
service, inspired by ideals of unselfishness, not one of privilege,
wealth or position. According to him, “The training in the
school must be such as will qualify the boys in character,
intellect and physique, to take responsibility and lead” a
necessary equipment for those who should guide our nation in
the near future. The practical Anglo Saxon temperamant has to
a large extent succeeded in eschewing religious motive asa source
of inspiration for public spirit, service and sacrifice. Indian
mind has risen to vaster heights by the operation of that
motive if pure and high-souled, but has also fallen if narrow,
fanatical and irrational. Without the help of that motive ithas
tended to become selfish, cynical and self-centred. Mr. Foot
does not indicate how ‘he is going to tackle this knotty question;
or is he going to ignore it, as ‘his speech indicates? But his
ignoring or erroneous apprehension of this factor may turn out |
to be a hidden danger-. ' = 41
@ ® T @ g
But India is a vast sub-continent. We are in need of all
our educational institutions turning into cenfres to send out
leaders equipped with spiritual poise, alert intellect, healthy
and  strong ‘physique, and  high  character, with
desire for service and sacrifice and capacity for leadership

which includes within itself a high sense of discipline, tact afd
: : |
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resourcefulness. This is also the aim and the hope of those

who are at the helm of the Madura College and other Institu-
tions under their management. i
; @ @ @ J

- There are different ways in which educational institutions

try fo develop a corporate spirit of service and sacrifice, and

devotion to high ideals in the minds of their pupils. Some

of these were described in the previous issues of this magazine

unde our present heading. The President presided over a

similar function called “Homage to Light” on 7th October,
1935, in the Triumph College, Madras. The motto of the
College is ‘ Education, Character and Service.’ It was a short
beauhful ceremony on the evening of the Vijayadasami Day in
which there was a procession of pupils—boys and girls—and
teachers of the College, an invocation to the Light on the
platform symbolising knowledge, and questions and responges
impressing on those present that Light is education, Light is
chars r and Light is servicé and that this Light should be
_ Spr ad for dispelling the clouds of ignorance amongst us. There
were short speeches by representatives of different faiths, In
the‘ég‘%fﬁnctions the teachers and the taught are enabled to realise
that Education has an aim not usually associated with it in
our humdrum lives—its function to elevate and ennoble us
1 us with our fellowmen in one human solidarity.

i
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