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Hence the above proposal for two separate organisations
for both, so that whilst the Government servants may not be
able to join the Jain Political Association, they may be able
freely to join the Jain Literature Society.

Need for a Separate Political Association,

Without taking its proper share in the public life of the
country, the Jain Community is bound to lose its entity.

The Jain Community has been neglected by the Congress.
The working committee of the Congress issued invitations to
a good many Associationd?all over the country to meet in the
All-parties conference last year. But they did net issue any
invitation to a single Jain Association. But they are not to
blame for this. The Jains have not a single representative
Association of their own worth the name to whom such an
invitation might be issued.

The Jain Community made several representations to the
Government during the past regarding its political rights as a
minority, but now with the demise of the one able Leader
Mr. J. L. Jaini, it has fallen in such a lethargy that it could
not see its way to make a single representation to the Indian
Statutory Commission, and as such there is no likelihood of
any provision being made for the Jains, as that for other
minorities in the future constitution of the country.

A Jain political conference was also established by
P. Ajit Pershad about ten years ago, but it held only one
session first and last. It did nothing to advance the political
rights of the Jain Community or of the country at large.
Hence it failed for want of the sympathy of those on whose
behalf it purported to act, and is now as good as dead.

Here it must be clear that political advancement is as
much necessary for the uplift of a Community as religious,
social and educational reforms are, and that without political
advancement the Jain Community cannot be treated with
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Many Municipal and District Boards have also not a
single! Jain Member. The courts, Syndicates and Text-book
Committees of Universities are almost all devoid of Jains
with the result that histories containing wrong information
about the origin and tenets of Jainism find an easy way in
the curriculam of schools and colleges. Communal elections
are not possible for the Jains. Hence it is best to follow the
policy of the Congress to contest in general elections, but to
ensure representation of Jain Community, there should be a
provision in the statute, that if their number falls short
of the prescribed minimum, it is to be filled up by
nomination.

For No. (3) to give special facilities for appointments to
the Jains in such ranks and in such departments in which
their number is at present nil.

If the Jains claim any share in public services on a
population basis, they are sure to be losers, but still there are
hundreds of departments in which not a single Jain is em-
ployed, and as such their claim for appointments in those
departments is but reasonable, and by this process they may
succeed in getting more jobs in these days of keenest compe-
tition in every department of Government.

For No. (4) necessity will arise only at certain intervals
such as grant of Jain Holidays under the Negotiable Instru-
ments Act.

A recent instance of this sort deserves special notice.
There has lately been a move among certain Hindu Leaders
that the separate column for Jains should be eliminated from
the next census report, and that they should be included
among Hindus. This is to debar the Jains from ascertaining
their statistics in regard to population, education, etec. It
ought to be the work of a representative Jain political
Association like the aforesaid one, to checkmate such mis-
chievious propaganda.
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Edltorxal Comments. uy
A All India Jain Political Assocmtxoh

i There is 'no meaning in saying- that the All-India J ain
Association can:be?split up inte two Associations one for the
purpose of ‘acquiring political ‘rights and the other for the
publication of Jain Literature. The Association, as it is at
present,'has only two aims. 1. Union and‘ Progress of the
Jain ‘Community. 2. Propagation of Jainism. There is
‘nothing: to show:ithat fighting for political freedom was ever
regarded as-one “of the aims of the association. If that were
sothere would'have been no necessity for the formation of
the Jain Political Conference ten years ago. It is absolutely
necessary that the Jains should unite and work strenuously
for the acquisition of pohtlcal privileges for their community.
And this can be done only through an All-India Jain Organi-
sation. We can have such an association either by reviving
the old Jain Political Conference or by starting a new one by
the name of the All-India Jain Political Assocla,tlon with
well-defined political aims. /

It is high time that the Jains gird up their loins, come
forward and fight for the political emancipation of their
commumty They have as much right and as many claims as
any other commumty in Indla for recognition and. for partici-
pating in the pohtlcal pr1v1leges that may be granted to the
Indian Nation. We glve below gome “of the points that stand
in favour of the J: ams “demand for pohtlca.]. amelioration.

1. The Jains are a .very ancient and 1mportant com-
mumty They have been the inhabitants in India from time
1mmemor1a]

2. From the very ancient days they have been contri-
buting to and . mﬂuencmg the thought, culture and art of the
Indian people They have contributed in large measure to
every branch of the Indla.n literature. Some of the excellent
masterpleces in every Indian language are from the pen of
‘Jain authors.
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