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ON THE TEMPLE TOWER

The unprecedented victory of the Congress in the recent
elections is an emphatic negation of the oft-repeated criticism
that the mass in India lacks political consciousness. To the -
credit of the Congress it should be said that it has captivated
the popular minds in a way to which no party can lay claim.
To that we should also add that it is perhaps the only political
party which has fought consistently for a full responsible govern-
ment for well nigh half a century. The victory of the Congress
certainly marks one more definite step in our onward march to-
wards national government. In this connection we may observe
that a country longs for a national government because if
has a religion to be proud of, a tradition to preserve, a culture
to propagate and a futare to hope for. The moment a nation
loses all these, responsible government popularly known as
Swaraj would be superfluous. India to day isin an anomalous
position. On the eve of her getting political swaraj, she is well on
the dangerzone of losing her cultural swaraj. It is needless for
us to add that the preservation of this cultural swaraj without
which political swaraj is useless, depends entirely upon full
blown national institutions. Among such institutionsin South
India, our College is the oldest: The recent examinations in
Sanatana Dharma and Its Culture must have opened the eyes of
the public to the aims and objects of the President and the
members of the Board of Management. We will not be accused
of unfounded optimism if we expect the Congress Ministry to
bestow upon these ancient but very few institutions their
maximum attention and see that they thrive as well as they did
once upon a time in the ancient history of India. We are sure
to see, in the very near future, our College shining like a single
star in the firmament of the Madras University.

000 000 000 OOO
Closely following the victory of the Congress, was the add-
ress of Sir Rabindranath Tagore at the convocation of the
Calcutta University. This year’s conyocations of the Calcubta
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University and the addvess of Sir Rabindranath are sure
to adorn the pages of any history of Indian Education. This is
the first University convocation to which the ‘alumni’ were
. allowed to take their degrees dressed in their usual ‘dhoti’. At
this unique convocation was delivered a unique address in a
unique way. For the first time in the history of this University,
the convocation address was delivered in Bengali. Addressing
the graduates he said, “This is the first time that the premier
University of Bengal has given the seat of honour to the Bengali
Language”’. In the ceremony of its bestowal of academic dis-
tinctions hitherto one was impressed by the ill-omen of the
vacancy left by its empty space.'We know of the pavasitic creatu-
res in the animal world which live and die in utter dependence
on their hosts. They areable to eke out a bare living, but are for
ever crippled in the development of their limbs and organs.
Such has been the case with our modern University education.
It has, from its inception, been parasitic on a foreign tongue,
so that, though nourishment has not been lacking, it has been
obtained at the cost of all round development—so much so that
it has ceased to be sensible of its own abortiveness. Accustomed
to live by borrowing, it has come to measure attainments by
the language of debt; it has signed a bond of servitude to the
thinkers of other lands- Just as one’s food has to be chewed
and digested with ones own teeth and digestive juices, so also
knowledge has to be acquired and assimilated in one's own
language”. To the credit of Sir Rabindranath it should also
be added that he was not for abolishing the English Language
from the University curricula of studies. ‘“Of course, the
English Lianguage cannot lose a place of honour in Indian
Universities......... to repudiate it out of a sense of false patrio-
tism will only be to curtail our own opportunities.”

o o o O
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The recent_visit of Lady Baden-Powell would serve as a
valuable stimulant to the Girl Guide Movement in India as a
whole and in this presidency in particular.
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The four corner stones of the movement ave” the develop-
ment of character, the development of handicrafts, the cunltiva-
tion of health and the ideal of service. The world had, she said,
to look to the children of to-day and tomorrow, to tryand mend
the things that the grown-ups of the present and past genera-
tions have so often muddled and destpoyed and it was upon these
corner stones that they hoped to build. It is a distinguishing
feature of the Girl Guide Movement that although its primary
aim is a system of discipline, it is intended to stimulate the
capacities of the individual. The obvious but often neglected
truth has never been lost sight of—that the community 1s
composed of individuals and that it is upon their attitude to one
another that the general welfare depends. This ig directly
contrary to the tendency of modern mass movements which sub-
ordinates the individual to some purely arbitrary idea of common
good. The Girl Guide Movement seeks to produce healthy active-
minded women of character, prepaved to devote themselves to
social service. How much India needs women of this kind
needs no repetition. —_

The vesult of the competitive examination in Sanatana
Dharma and Its Culture held on 20—2—37 are annonnced
herewith. The names of the successful candidates are given

below:

Seniors Regd. No. Juniors Regd. No.
1. Arunachalam S. N, * 121 9. Seshadri R. i 93
2. Srinivasan K. V. 124 10. Sundararajan V.R. * 101
3. Nagasubramaniyan K.126 77 Krishnamoorthy J. 107
4. Sivasubramaniyan K.* 127 1, pooochandran S 110
- ‘llg'mgs s 13. Ramanachalam M. V. 111
ity s : 14. Ramaswamy V. 112

5. Subramaniyan R. Sz gl 1
6. Sundararaman R. P. 75 15. Sundararajan K. 17
S. H. S. 16. Venkataraman S. N. 119

7. Narayanan C. 90 17. Ganapathysubramanian
8. Ramaswamy S. 95 Y. 128
The rest are failures. A. Rangaswami Aiyar,

Chairman,

Board of Examiners.

Indicates medalists.
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THE MEANING OF BHAGAVADGITA

BY

M. S. Ramaswami Aiyar, B. A,, M. R. A. S.

Of the many books in the sacred literature of the Hindus,
Bhagavadgita holds an honoured place. A reference to it shows
that the armies of Kauravas and Pandavas met on the field of
Kurukshetra. Bhishma commanded the Kaurava and Bhima
the Pandava hosts. Bhishma gave the signal and the war
began with the din of conches: Arjuna was a subordinate
officer in the army and Krishna his charioteer. Viewing the
enemy hosts Arjuna with tears in his eyes said to Krishna
»’] desire not victory, Krishna! nor dominion, nor delights, of
what avail can dominion be to us, Govinda ! or delights or even
life ? They for whose sake dominion, wealth and pleasures are
desired by us are here arrayed in battle, giving up their lives
and wealth. Tutors, fathers, sons, and even grandsires,
uncles, fathers-in-law, grandsons, brothers-in-law and allies
t0o. These I do not wish to kill, O slayer of Madhu though
(otherwise) I should myself be slain, even for the sake of
dominion over the three worlds ; how much less for that of the
earth ? If we slay these Dhartarashtrans, what joy can then
be ours, Janardana? Sin will even cleave to us if we slay these
men, (though) felons. It is not meet then for us to slay these
Dhartarashtrans, our kinsmen ; for how can we prosper if we
slay our kinsmen, O slayer of Madhu? Even if they whose
minds are swayed by greed see no evil in the destruction of a
tribe or in the oppression of friends, should we not resolve to
turn away from this sinful deed, we who look on the destruction
of a tribe as a sin, Janardana? (I, 31—38) O slayer of Madhu
how shall T assail with my arrows, in the battle, Bhishma and
Drona, who are worthy of honour, O slayer of foes? For if
were better to feed on the food even of beggary for life than
to slay these much honoured teachers ; yea, if I were to slay
shese teachers, though greedy of wealth, I should eatof viands
stained with blood. We know not which would be befter lot
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for us, that we should conquer them or they should conquer
us. If we should slay these Dhartarashtrans, here drawn up
in array before us, we should not live. I, who am stricken in
soul by pity and (the sense of) guilt, and confused in mind
about duty, pray thee to tell me certainly what is the better
course. Declare this to me: I am thy disciple, teach me now
prostrate before thee. For I see not what can avail to drive
away this grief that dries up my senses, though I shall aftain
on earth to a vast unrivalled dominion, and even to the supreme
rule of gods™ (II, 5—8) resolved not to fight.

A State is founded upon force and it would crumble to
dust the moment its members begin to question the morality of
that force. A military state therefore should have different
grades of people in its society with different moral codes
(different varnas with swadharmas) if it is to exist and function.
Now warfare ceases to be practicable the moment the general
military ethic is challenged. It is the soldier’s duty to implicitly
obey his commander’s orders and fight, and he is to have no
qualms of conscience. There can be no question therefore that
from the point of view of the military state, the compassionate
doubts of Arjuna appear to be effiminate weakness- Now what did
Krishna do at this critical juncfure? He appealed to Arjuna’s
Kshatria-pride. He did not stop with it. He propounded in
addition a philosophy, the ultimate object of which was to
urge Arjuna nob to hesitate to fight his enemies and win the
war (LI, 87: III, 80: WVIIL, 7:XI, 33: XVIII. 47-59). And
Arjuna in the end said *“ My trouble is destroyed. By thy
favour, O sinless one ! the holy doctrine is received by me- I
am firm (in resolve) ; my doubt is gone, and I will act according
to thy word ” (XVIIIL, 73). This heart to heart talk between
Krishna and Arjuna is said to have taken place suddenly on
the field of war. Neither such a long talk was possible in the
midst of a battle nor could it have been conveyed verbatim to
Sanjaya far away in the palace at the capital to be reported
to Dhritarashtra. So none need take the talk as an actuality.
The selection of a battle field is only a poet’s way to bring vividly
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to the readers’ mind a philosophic discussion about war. Now
Arjuna was one of the many subordinate officers of Bhima,
and even if Arjuna had ceased to fight, the war would not have
been lost to the Pandavas. What was the necessity for
Krishna to propound a philosophy to calm a sabordinate officer’s
qualms of conscience? We must now turn to find the reason for
Mahabharata propounding a philosophy in support of war.

The germ of the ethic of Ahimsa or non-violence arose in
most ancient times in India. TLater on it became one of the
preliminary conditions for the attainment of a higher spiritual
life. In Brahmanism in addition to the doctrine of Ahimsa
existed also the doctrine of Varnasrama with its concomitant
Swadharma. A Brahmana might not kill, but a Kshatriya
must. Consequently in asocial order consisting of different
grades of people there were different dharmas (ie)different kinds
of duties with different moral codes. The doctrine of Ahimsa
was not inimical to the existence of a military state in a
country with different social orders with their different moral
codes: And India with her varnasrama and its concomitant
swadharma jogged along in her course. But human institu-
tions contain elements of decay.

Now every society has been founded upon labour and has
invariably tended towards luxury. It isin the distribution
of luxury and labour that all social problems arise, and ifis
upon their adjustment that the larger part of the destinies of
states depends. Now the Liaws of Manu indicate the growing
antagonism of these two principles and the social deadlock
which was the vesult. Centuries had allowed social wrongs of
the varnasrama to be accumulated, and as a result the Brahmana
and the Kshatriya looked down upon the Vaisya and Sudra
with contempt. Ia short a powerful minority held a vast
majority in shackles. Luxury was corrupting the superior,
and labour and poverty the subordinate castes. There was no
co-operation within the diverse social groups and there was no
co-operation between them, and India wassliding down the slope.
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At this juncture came a man who emblazoned his
name on the banner of Time. That man was Gautama Buddha
of the clan of Sakyas. Awalkened by the spectacle of poverty,
tyranny and luxury, he pondered over the problems that con-
fronted his times. Himself a Kshatriya, discarding the old
doctrine of swadharma, he threw away the sword of the warrior
to take the danda of the sanyasi and preached his Four Truths
and Eight-Fold Path. Like all great moral reformations, Bud-
dhism was a movement away from tyranny and luxury towards
love, liberty and co-operation. From the Assalayana Sutta of
Majjhima Nikaya we see that Buddha did not believe in the
caste system. “ Not by birth does one become a Chandala: not
by birth does one become a Brahmana. By deeds one becomes
a Chandala: by deeds one becomes a Brahmana (Vissala Sutta,
Sutta Nipata, 27). With the insight of a true reformer Buddha
seeing the evils of the varnasrama accepted disciples from all
castes, some of whom like Upali, the barber and Sunita the
sweeper became shining lights in the Buddhist world. Ananda
the cousin and disciple of Buddha, it appears, once met a maid
at & well and asked her for a cup of water. But she replied
that since she belonged to a low caste she could not dare to offer
him a cup of water. “My sister” replied Ananda “I did not ask
to what caste or to what family you belong but only for a cup
of water”. Stories ‘like these prove how great a revolution
had been wrought by the genius of one man. Buddha gave
special directions for the treatment of slaves. “When the
master” ordained Buddha “has any agreeable or savoury food
he must not consume the whole himself, but must offer a por-
tion to others, even to his slaves: and if they work faithfully
for a long period, they should be set free”. He announced that
his law was a law of grace for all. For “I” said he ‘‘is master
of compassion”. The great teacher who regarded neither wealth
nor rank nor caste came to the poor and the despised as well as
to the rich and the noble and welcomed them all to effect their
own salvation by a pure life and unstained conduct. A virtu-
ous life thus opened the path to the highest honour to the low-

‘born and the high born alike—no distinction was known or
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recognised in the Buddhistic Sangha. Thousands of men and
women responded to this loving and rational appeal and merged
their caste inequalities in a common love for their teacher and
a common emulation of his virtues. And so the glad message
of equality proclaimed by Gautama Buddha at holy Benares
spread slowly beyond the borders of India to Ceylon, Tibet,
Burmah, Siam, Anam, China, Japan and Siberia. And Buddha
came to be looked upon and worshipped as an Avatarapurusha
by his followers.

Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands
mourn. War is cruel, war is horrible and it affects the poor
man more than the rich. How did Buddba the master of
compassion view war? In the first place regarding Ahimsa,
this is what Sutta Nipata says *‘ Ye shall slay no living thing”
(Sacred books of the East Vol. X (ii) p. 253) and “As I am, so
are these, as these are so am T, identifying himself with others
let him not kill nor cause (any one) to kill” (Sacred books of the
Bast Vol. X (ii) p. 128). The following passage from No- XIII
of Majjhima Nikaya is both a description of and a judgment of
war from the Buddha point of view:- ‘‘Again, out of desire,
moved by craving, impelled thereto by craving, only because of
craving ruler contends with ruler, warrior with warrior,
Brahmana with Brahmana, householder with householder,
mother with son, son with mother, father with son, son with
father, brother with brother, brother with sister, sister with
brother, friend with friend. Then quarrelling, disputing,
contending, they set to fists, clods, sticks or swords, and so
come by death and deadly hurt. Such is the wretchedness of
craving.

““Again moved by craving, men arm themselves with sword
and buckler, quiver and bow, and, each side in battle array,
dash at one another; and arrows fly and javalins glance, the
swords flash. And they pierce each other with arrowsand with
javalins, and cleave one another’s heads with swords; and so
come by death and deadly hurt., Or taking sword and buckler,
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quiver and bow, they scale the newly daubed ramparts, and
arrows fly and javalins glance and swords flash. And they are
pierced by arrow and javalin and they are mangled in hosts, and
heads are cloven with swords; and so once more they come by
death and deadly hurt. Such is the wretchedness of craving’’

The Word of Buddha).
e (To be continued.)

MADURA
BY
S. S. Ram, 1. U. C.

Up rose the clustering towers of Madura,
So magnificent like the poet’s Cesura,
Around the Meenakshi temple so fine,
With its two hemispherical Golden shrine

Ah! Bvery piece of solid beautiful masonery,
With its petrified but sylvan tapestry,

Is telling the Great and famous Pandian lore,
And look at that! You will be cured of your sore-

So manly and gigantic amidst it stands,

As to show the work of skilful robust hands,
Surrounded on all its four directions

With streets of houses of fine erections.

The streets! Ah! They are of Concentric Squares,
Around the ancient temple’s spires,

Guarding the Sanctum Sanctorum in part,

Like the weak but active human heart.

Though the Vaigai is a river without water
Is not like the child without his pater ;

For once it begins to flow with water muddy.
It concludes that it was severely floody.

With all things both defective and meritorious,
‘Widely known for its southern acts notorious,
Yet it is called the ““ Athens of the South >

As every bystander opens his mouth-
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MISS. TORU DUTT—INDIA’S LOST YOUNG

POETESS
BY

V. Vedamurthi, 1. U. C.

To gain success in alien language and that too within ashort
span of life is a feat which staggers even the wildest of literary
dreamers. Even Rabindranath Tagore, as our principal said
the other day cannot be said to have reached the maximum
point of perfection in that line. Miss. Toru Dutt, an Indian
woman who visited foreign lands, who drank deep at their
fountains of culture, and who closed her fragile life of Sorrow
and Song, with a period of intellectual production, devoted to
the interpretation of the spirit and civilization of her country,
leaving behind monuments of poetic genius that have won the
approbation of competent critics and students of literature—she
must be an object of affectionate study and loving recognition
for at least her own country men.

Toru Dutt or Thorulata Dutta, was born on the 4th March
1856 in Calcutta in a very respectable and noble family, the
Dutts of Rambagan in Bengal being the daughter of Babu
Govind Chandra Dutt. Her father was himself a poet to some
extent. She was of a pious Christian parentage. Toru was the
youngest of the three children, all short lived like herself. Her
eldest brother Abju died in his fourteenth year but her sister
Aru was her intellectual compunion nearly all her life till re-
moved by death at twenty three years before her own end. In
her early years she had a gifted boon of good home-training.
Her father devoted his attention to her education and he was
actively associated with his two daughters in their early
studies.

When Toru was scarcely thirteen her father took both of
them for a course of travel and education on the continent of
Burope. At this time her brother Abju died and this made
her father rest on all his hopes in his daughters. She stayed
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for four years, first at school in France and later in Italy
and England, including attendance at a course of lectures at
Cambridge. All this served her to equip her with the best
culbure of the West as is evident from her works in French
and in English. These reveal a striking back ground of Euro-
pean learning in general. At the same time she did not lose
her touch with the life and civilization of her native land. In
the winter of 1873 she was back to her Bengal home. As they
lived a life of reserved solitude she had no opportunity to
mingle with the Calcutta public. Very soon her literary contri-
butions became known, all people thought that it was some
Anglo-Indian author that writes with the Indian nom-de-plume
as a prank.

In the field of composition which she announced to the
world was her first essays ““ Two Studies of French poets,”
published in the ‘Bengal Magazine . Her next was, “ A Sheaf
Gleanedin French Fields”, published in 1876, it was a collection
of translations in verse from French Poets. This was reviewed
by the French writer Andre Theuriet in the ‘Revue des Deux
Mondes’ and was very much appreciated by him and by the
French public. She had also translated Theophile Gautiers
“ Swallows * and Alfred de Musset's ““ To Pepa

“ The Ancient Ballads and Legends by which work she
1s most well known, was not given to the world during her life
time and as also her tragical romance in French entitled “Iie
Journal de Mlle D’ Avvers. In addition to all these works she
had written also from the Hindu Mythology. They are “Savitri”
the ideal wife, a pathetic tale of ‘“ Sindhu’’ the ideal son;
“ Lakshman ” portraying the ideal Hindu loving and dutiful
brother ; “Prehlad” and ‘‘Dhruva’ the boy devotees; and
““Sita ” a sketch in a few lines. Besides these she has woven
into a delicate and human poem the ‘‘ Royal Ascetic and the
Hind” and also the most stirring poem Jogodhya Uma ”
in which the Goddess Uma reveals herself in a divine vision to
a priest and also a few stanzas on “ France,” a sonnet'on the
*“Lotus " and lastly on “ Qur casurina tree”’ .
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HEADMASTER SPEAKS.

I have very great pleasure to anmounce 1o the public
through our Magazine the appointment of a capable Liady
Teacher to be in charge of our Girls’ Section in the vacancy
caused by the resignation of Mr. 8. Narayana Iyer. It is
earnestly hoped that this will increase the popularity of the
section and induce the public to send their daughters to receive
their schooling in our institution.

Religious classes in Sanatana Dharma and its principles
were held, and I must observe in connection that the teachers
and the taught turned out excellent work which testifies to the
abiding interest they took in the subject. Teachers evinced
great enthusiasm and the taught responded with equal, if not
greater, avdour. The very large attendance put in by our
school at the Religious Examinations held on 20th instant
in the premises of the Madura College is a proof positive of the
fruit borne by the morning and evening prayers. Some of the
examinees are expected to score very high.

The Arts Section retained its popularity to the end and
concluded its labours for the year only a few days ago, with a
photo followed by a social. The response from the student
population was very encouraging and if it can be taken as a
true index, next year we can hope the section will become
more popular and more useful.

The Selection Examination Results were announced in the
third week of Januavy of this year and thereafter intensive
coaching is being given to the examination-going students.
Nothing shall be found wanting on the part of my energetic
and enthusiastic staff to give their best to the boys committed
to their care, so that our school may look and feel proud on the
day when the Eligible List arrives. I take this opportunity to
appeal to the selected students, with all the force I can
command, to play their part well and come off with flying
colours in the forthcoming March Examinations. May God
bless them with success !



297

Before concluding I should like to give a PARTING
MESSAGE to my loving outgoing students. Dear boys! You
and I know how our hearts respond one to the other with
feelings of mutual love and affection. Your Alma Mater expects
every one of you to do his duty. It is my earnest hope that
such of you as have to seek employment after leaving the portals
of the school will bring credit to yourselves and to your insti-
tution by your excellent conduct and character in the forma-
tion of which this nursery of learning had played not a little
part; it is my ardent desirve that the fortunate few who seek
to widen their intellectual horizon will direct their steps to
our Madura College for guidance and light. Farewell.

RAM MOHUN ROY
BY
M. R. Subramanian, VI. F. B. S, H. S.

Ram Mohun Roy was born about a hundred and fifty-five
years ago in a village in Bengal. Modern authors divide the
people in this world into men of “‘indoor minds” and men of
“out-door minds.” The former class of people include those
who are superstitious and narrow-minded. The latter set of people
are broad-mind and do not stick to old superstitions. Ram
Mohun Roy belonged to the latter class of people. But, his
“ indoor-minded. ”’ They were
famous for their orthodoxy. When he was only twelve years
old, they married him to a little gixl. But, that girl died
shortly after. Then, he was married to two other girls.

parents were extremely

His home was in a village in the Burdwan district. He
spent much time in musing in the open. He used to talk with
birds and animals. In one word, he was a lover of nature.

His father sent him to Patna for education. At that time,
Patna was a famous seat of Muhammadan learning. At Patna,
Ram Mohun studied the Koran in the original Arabic. Its
teaching impressed his mind. He especially gave much
attention to the writings of Sufi Muhammadans.
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When he was only sixteen, he began to write something
or other. His father searched for his papers and found that
they were a treatise against the superstitions of Hinduism. His
father ordered Ram Mohun to leave his house: Accordingly he
went out.

He journeyed one thousand miles on foot, crossed the
Himalayas and visited Tibet for the study of Buddhism. Even
here, his principles got him into trouble and he had to run
away for life.

When he reached the age of twenty, his father recalled
him. He began to study English only when he was twenty-
two. He worked hard and acquired the ability to speak and
write English with admirable ease. He was given the place of
Dewan in the service of the East India Company.

His father died. His brothers also met with the same fate.
Now Ram Mohun Roy had in hishand a large amount of meney.
His mother brought law suits against him to deprive him of the
money on the ground he did not conform to Hindu ceremonies
and forms. But, she was defeated in her attempts. However
he loved his mother dearly. But, she did not live long to
enjoy the love of his son.

He was ready to begin his life-work, when he was forty.
He retired from the Government service and published his
Translation of the Vedanta. He founded the Atmiya Sabha.
Its members banded themselves together for the purpose of
spreading religious truth and promoting free discussion of
theological subjects. He wrote many books during the next

five years and distributed them free. He wrote also translations
of the Upanishads.

There is no space for me to write all that he accomplished.
So it will suffice here to mention three of his greatest achieve-
ments.
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The first was his contribution to the cause of English
education. He was the first to help Alexandar Duff, the
Scottish Missionary to start an English School in Calcutta.
When Liord Macaulay wished to make English the medium of
instruction in Indian Schools, Ram Mohun Roy threw the
whole weight of his powerful influence on the side of English.
He felt the need of western science for the intellectual develop-
ment of India.

Secondly, he found the Brahmo Samaj at the age of fifty
four. Tts literal meaning is the society of worshippers of the
one true God. Its greatness lay in the fact that it came as a
reforming movement at a moment when Hinduism bad sunk
to cold formalism.

Next in importance was his work in the field of Social wel-
fare, especially in bringing an end to Sati. At the eage of thirty-
seven, he had witnessed the cruelty of Sati. When his brother’s
wife tried to ruu away from the wild flames of the funeral
pyre of her husband, her relations compelled her fo enter in to
fire. This sight moved him considerably. So, he requested
the then Viceroy, Liord William Bentinck to abolish this system.
The Viceroy accordingly abolished Sati by an official decree.
But, a petition against this was presented by the inhabitants of
Calcutta. Finding how determined the opposition was
Mohun Roy went to England and appealed to the Parliament
in person. It was the very first time that a Hindu had ever
visited Europe. This was when he was fifty—seven years old.
He was saticfied to see that the petition against the abolition of
Sati was rejected.

He was received with great Honour both in England and
in France. He never again saw the rich plains and valleys of
India. For, after a brief illness, he died in Bristol, where he
was buried by loving hands. This body lies in England, but
his deeds have marched on India’s rich and beautiful plains and
valleys.
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MATHUROLLASANI SANSKRIT SABHA

The anniversary of the Sanskrit Sabha was celebrated on
the 17th of February 1937 with an interesting and varied
programme under the Chairmanship of Mr.P.Mahadevan, M. A,
After tea, and photo, in which the Members of the Sabha
participated the programme of the evening began after prayer.
There was a musical recitation of select verses from the
Mukundamala by Mr. S. K- Ramanathan,I U.C. Then the assis-
tant Secretary Mr. S. Meenakshisundaram, IT U.C. read the ann-
ual report. Then Messrs. R. Pushpavanam, G. Venkataraman and
N. Ramanathan (all of the 1 U.C.) enacted, with appropriate dress,
& Sanskrit dialogue entitled “Kotidvayam” from Mr. Mahalinga
Sastry’s writings which impre?_se_(?roﬂnﬁa\gé,{]éignce the nece.srs-i‘t.‘y‘of
looking at both sides of any question and the dire consequences of
onesided appreciation. Then Mr. V. Subrahmanya Ayyar, B.A.,
L. T., Principal of the Rameswaram Devastanam College
delivered the valedictory address on the Devotional Liyrics in
Sanskrit. He pointed out that the devotional poetry in
Sanskrit was all post-vedic and suggested that the same owed its
inspiration to the Bhakti movements in Bengal and other
places after the 12th century A- D. According to him verna-
cular bhakti literature preceded Sanskrit Devotional poetry.
There was then, a recitation of the soliloquy of Sri Rama at the
end of the I Act of the Uttara Rama Charitha by Mr- K. R.
Srinivasan, III U.C. The Chairman, in his concluding remarks,
while expressing his gratification at the celebration of the
anniversary of the Sanskrit Sabha, said that this was the first
of its kind which he witnessed since his connection with the

college and highly commended the enthusiasm and skill shown
by the Sanskrit students which alone ensured the success of
the celebration. With a vote of thanks by the Vice-President
of the Sabha, the function terminated in high cheer.
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HOW THE MOVEMENT GOES

Last month we described the activities of religious and
cultural movements giving due prominence to the educational
side of such activities, movements like Arya Samaj, Sanatana
Dharma, Radhasaomi and Benares Hindu University. The
educational institutions which are maintained by them mani-
fest well-planned stability and a sustained determination to
keep them at a high level of practical efficiency in day-to-day’s
work. In Southern India, we find very few such indigenous
National Educational Institutions of the Collegiate grade. It is
worth while examining the reasons for this. Southern India
has not shown in the past any lack of such spiritual, mental and
moral qualities as compared with the North, which must in no
small measure help in the matter of starting building and
fostering such institutions. For, in Southern India arose
great religious and philosophic leaders like Sankara, Ramanuja
and Madhva ; it was the home of the Saiva and Vaishnava
Saints.

Perhaps, a study of such institutions maintained by foreign
agencies in our midst will help us to understand and appre-
ciate the qualities which are sustaining them. The Madrag
Christian College fostered and guided by the Free Church
Mission of Scotland recently celebrated its centenary and as a
landmark characterising that important event has created a new
embodiment to manifest its extended activities which promise
to open before it on the threshold of its second century of
development. The Madras Christian College from the very
beginningsof the small educational institution started by the
Rey. John Anderson in 1837 further broadened and streng-
thened and developed by his remarkable successor The Rev. Dr.
William Miller, and continued with zeal and devotion by the
succeeding Principals is an outstanding illustration of the
continuity of inspiring ideals sustaining the Institution during
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these one hundred years, of the zeal and energy which religious
fervour and devotion help to create, sustain, and manifest in
any field of human endeavour, and of the spirit of sacrifice
which it generates in the mind of the worker. Similarly, we
have colleges maintained by the Jesuit Mission of the Roman
Catholic Church with equal vigour and sustained earnestness
and showing successful results. Thab we are not slow in appre-
ciating the high qualities which distinguish the workers in the
educational field of these foreign missions is shown in the warm
manifestations of appreciation which the leading representa-
tives of the Hindu community give expression to on occasions
of festive or commemorative character celebrated in connection
with these institutions. Yet, if imitation is an indication
of real appreciation, we should hayve bu ilt upsimilar institutions
for training our younger generations, maintained and developed
them with steadfast purpose to similar heights of success.

We could not be deemed novices in the high art of appre-
ciating the value of education of the soul, the mind, the emo-
tions and the body of the human individual. Long before the
rise of the medieval Universities of HEurope, Hindu Culture
recognised that education must be free and universal, saw well-
organised seats of learning as for example, at Madura in the
South, Thakshasila, Nalanda and Vikramasila in the North and
Valabhi in the West, imposed on one of its four castes the dis-
charge of the nation-wide responsibility of imparting knowledge,
governing it with very strict rules of discipline and saw this
duty well discharged for ages.

O O O
oo o] oo OOO

Without the aid of a noble religious spirit, unselfish love
and a spirit of sacrifice, leading to practical action, no sustained
work can be accomplished in any field and much less'in the
field of education where success lies often amidst nonrecognition,
without the cheering plaudits of the multitude, and can only
be measured by the inner consciousness of a duty felt as well
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discharged in its due performance, where homage is paid more
to principles and ideals and less to personalities. This spirit is
yet lacking to the degree and extent it exists in the north where
it is shown as embodied in the external forms of the many edu-
cational institutions flourishing there which we recorded last
month and therefore, has failed to show similar embodied forms
amongst us.

) O o O
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Madura College and the High Schools—Setupati High
School and the A. Rangaswami Aiyar High School—have inau-
gurated annual examination in Sanatana Dharma and Its Culture
from this year. A Board of Examiners was duly constituted.
A senior examinations for the College students and a junior
examination for the students of the vi, v and iv forms were held
on the 20th February 1937. Two papers were seb for the en-
trants for each of these two examinations, one on Sanatana
Dharma and extracts from Manusmriti indicating the bases of its
culture, and two papers on Chapters IT and XVI of the Srimad
Bhagavad-Gita which is pre-eminently the all comprehensive
scripture of Hinduism stamping it as all-embracing and universal.
Students of the Madura College and students from the Setupati
High School and the A. Rangaswami Aiyar High School sat for
the examinations. The form and method were not dissimilar
from those characterising the examinations of the University-
The institution of these examinations will be a land mark in
the history of the attempt to equip the minds of our modern
youths with rational conception of Hindu Religion and Ethics,
and the ideals enshrined therein, so that they may feel that they
have the same power to inspire, sustain and lead the coming
generations to the highest efforts of soul, mind and body even in
these modern times as they did in the age-long history of this
ancient land.



