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ON THE TEMPLE TOWER

The President and Secretaries of the Madura District Inter
Secondary Schools Athletic Association deserve to be congra-
tulated on the excellent manner in which they conducted the
Grigg Memovial Sports this year. The function itself took
place in the spacious grounds of the American College and the
organisers did well in gefting down the Honourable Mr. P. T.
Rajan to preside over the proceedings. As many as eighteen
schools entered into the competition the total number of
students that competed exceeding two hundred. The items
were at once interesting, numerous and varied. The boys
exhibited a rare type of enthusiasm and capacity for team work.
Among the high schools that competed the largest and the most
popular were the Setupati and the A. R. High Schools.
Though having a strength equivalent to at least half a dozen
of the moffussil high schools, it was unfortunate that they did
not come in for any share in the trophies. It is hoped that in
years to come, the authorities responsible for the sports activi-
ties in these high schools would strive hard to make their
achievements worthy of the strength and traditions of these
institutions. We are of course, aware of the prizes won by
two of the students of the A. R. High School and our hearty
congratulations go to them. Yet one cannot but observe that
the achievements of our students could have been more specta-
cular if proper encouragement had been given.

X X X X

Sir Josia Stamp did well in making a forceful plea for the
study of the social science in his presidential address af the
annual meeting of the British Association which was held at
Blackpool. He pointed out that the grievous maladjustments
from which the world suffered to-day were largely due to
failure in the past to study the impact of Science on Socieby.
“ We have spent much and long upon the science of matter and
the greater our success, the greater must be our failure unless



xvi

we turn also at long last to an equal advance in the Science  of
man.”’ He rightly castigated the scientific snobbery that looks
down upon the newer border line sciences of Genetics, Eugenics,
Human Heredity, Psychology, Education and Sociology. The
fact that these happen to be the happy hunting ground of
viewey cranks and faddists should not blind us to their intrinsic
importance. Sir Josia Stamp urged that unless this enormous
leeway was rapidly made up, the daily advance in natural
sciences could only have the effsct of throwing up progressively
more problems than society was able to solve. In fact, in most
of the universities in India the expenditure on natural sciences
is at least ten to fifteen times the expenditure on social
sciences. Our own University has not yet recognised the need
for a separate department for sociology. It is hoped that the
advice of Sir Josia Stamp would be given the attention it
deserves and Sociology given a place worthy of its importance.

X X X X

It has become a fashionable pastime among some to attack
the present type of University education and we do not like to
“swell that rank by adding our own quota of criticism. But we do
feel that no university can feel indifferent to the future prospects
of its alumni untill now it has been customary to think of the
Universities as institutions where the torch of learning is kept
burning irrespective of its practical utility. Really speaking,
however, there need be no fundamental antagonism between the
cultural and the utilitarian ideal of education. The essence of
culture does not lie in its uselessness. The universities at
present are not doing all they could to solve the problem of
unemployment among the men turned out by its colleges. On
the other hand they are intensifying the situation by throwing
out into the world the same type of men neglecting to realise
that there arve still several occupations without proper men to
look after. In short, the anomaly at present, is, that there are
trained men without suitable occupations and occupations with-
outsuitable men. There are several professions at present which
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are in the hands of men with little or no professional qualifica~
tions. Mention may be made of occupations like Office Organi-
sabion, Salesmanship, Journalism, Printing, Advertising and
publicity, Directing and editing of films, Scenerio writing,
Theatre management and Boarding Organizations Almost every
day we are painfully realising the consequences of having
untrained men in these very important occupations. Would
it not be better, we ask, to the students if the universities,
instead of carrying every one to along drawn out degres of
doubtful utility, were to introduce short diploma courses in
every one of these subjects. It would, at once satisfy the public
and the students by giving to the former useful men and to the
latter new avenues of employment.

The Calendar of the University of London shows hundreds
of diploma courses while the degree courses are far and few
between. It is mentioned that there are twelve colleges in
London for women coaching them for what is called a ‘Perfect
wife diploma.’ It is time that our universities realise the impor-
tance of having a practical outlook. The idea that universities
should keep aloof from the practical affairs of men is medieaval
in its origin. Tt was quite good in those days when the
majority of scholars were monks who had deliberately cut
themselves off from the world.

X X X X

It is indeed unfortunate that silent reading should have
become fashionable among our students. Words have a double
virtue-that which resides in the sense and that which resides
in the sound. It is needless to point out that we would miss
much of the charm if the eye were made to do the duty for the
ear. The words bereft of their vocal force are but half alive
on the printed page: The tendency is becoming common even
among children. If this is not checked, there will be a greater
lack of understanding and bad pronunciation. No doubt silent
reading might save time and it might be good for adults; bub
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teachers should make it clear to the students that silent reading
is but a means to an end. I would be” says Ruskin, “a
pity, if in our haste to get to our destination, we have lost the
desive to linger by the wayside to gather a flower.” The
human voice is considered to be more melodious than the most
melodious tunes of the Veena.

X X X X

The Karnataka Teacher’s Journal publishes an interesting
article on the class-room manners of teachers. In the course
of the article the writer observes “ The present day ideal for a
teacher is that he should be all smiles and all kindness, eagily
accessible to the pupils, ever active and ready to help them
whenever necessary, that he should be more moving among the
pupils than sitting in his chair, that he should encourage the
boys to talk and ask questions and that he ghould freely mix
with them in their several activities . Unfortunately, we have
a tendency to ride any theory to death and just as in bygone
days we went to one extreme of making the pupils too cheap for
the teacher, we are now apt to go to the other extreme of
making the teacher too cheap for the pupils. No doubt the
teacher must identify himself, with the interests of the pupils,
but in his behaviour with them, he should see that the work
in the class never dwindles down into childish play. His beha-
viour should be such that the pupils should realise that he loves
them and has their weli-being at heart; but should never feel
encouraged to take too much of liberty with him. Familiarity
with the teacher should never be allowed to breed contempt for
him in the pupils. To sum up, a cheerful, inviting, encoura-
ging and yet dignified attitude towards the pupils, alertness;
activity and readiness to help them where necessary, patience
with them and a frequent introspection within oneself to ensure
that one is on the right path, neatness, tidiness and cleanliness
in dress and appeavance, clarity and decency in speech and
above all, the avoidance of anything suggestive of laziness, lassi-
tude or slovenliness in dress, appearance and behaviour should
be the main features of a teacher’s manner in the class room.

—
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THE THEOSO’P’HICAL 'COLL'EGE. MADANAPALLE

(IMPRESSIONS OF A VISIT)
By the Principal

To many people, Madanapalle is probably better known as
the head-quarters of a sanatorium conducted by the co-opera-
tive efforts of a number of Christian missions than as the seaf
of a First grade college engaged in the truly national work of
building for the future through the young men of the present.
Long before the missionaries, Ernest Wood of the Theosophical
Society was attracted by the natural advantages of the place,
and planted a little colony there, devoted to the study and prac-
tice of the higher life. Almost all the present buildings of the
college were either planned or built by him., These include a
magnificent hall for general congregational purposes, now en-
riched by the addition of selected pieces of Indian statuary—
the work of Dr. Cousins-(the selection, T mean' Lecture classes,
labs, residential quarters for the Principal, and some members
of the staff, and a Chitralaya- This last is the most distinctive
contribution of Dr. Cousins bimself to the intellectual and
artistic amenities of the college, and is a rare collection of
paintings by modern Indian artists, and exquisite specimens
of Bastern Art in genmeral. There arve decent play-grounds,
and the whole is so planned that it looks, and is, a self-
contained colony.

X X X X

The town itself stands on a rising section of the Western
Ghats, and commands a picturesque view of the surrounding
coun{:ry-side. The atmosphere is cool -and bracing, and though
it ig ‘dry’, Nature has a delicate beauty in the fugitive undula-
‘tions of its contour suggesting the shy grace of a bashful maiden.®
A good bit of journey lies past ‘Reserve .Forests’, through
roads which are perfectly metalled: Though the bus has invaded
the country-side, it has not yet succeeded in despoiling it of
its yirgin charm. ‘ :
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The first-comer to Madanapalle thus arrives in a mood of
exhilaration. At least I did, when I made my recent trip at the
inyitation of Dr. Cousins,

X X X B

Readers of this magazine may remember the visit of Du.
Cousins to our college, and the hurried (and almost perfunctory)
welcome which we gave him. { As if to show to me, how much
better they do these things in Madanapalle, I was overwhelmed
by! the warmth of the welcome which greeted me on arrival, and
during my stay:; A naumber of functions, both/graveand gay,
were arranged, and I was made the chief guestiat most of them.

The presiding genius of the place is, of course, Dr. Cousins,
who has secured for himself an honoured place in the world of
Indian Education. He came to bis task at an age when others
think of retirving from it, either through exhaustion or disillu-
sionment; and has transfigured its hum-drum tasks by force of
a personality in which poetic sensibility and warm humanity
are nicely blended. He is, what many students may not know,
a poet and art-critic of international fame. His works - form
together a small. but choice library for the pilgrim in. quest of
Beauty:  The life of the little community which he guides
as ‘Acharya’ is a daily consecration of the spirit to a concep-
tion of the good life in which no part of the individual is
ignored or sacrificed. Though I was treated with extraordinary
kindness, I never escaped a feeling of diffidence, born partly of
the novelty. of my . suuoundmgs and partly out of a sense of
my own shoxt commgs

X : X : x: : 5

-The hours of work are from .8 A: M. to 11 A. M. and
2 P. M. to 4 P. M. The daily routine of the college commences
with the general assembly of staff and students in the Besant
Hall for devotional exercises: These are non-denominational,
yet universal in appeal. Music forms an integral part of these
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rational, proved principles of dietetics. There is Do pampering
of the plate, nor is there any stinting of the. legitimate needg
of growing youth. I am told that the high school, only
recently started, is fast becoming popular, 9,n.d has already ex-
panded beyond the limits originally provided for. I don’t
wonder at this, since the worl of moulding the youth who go
there is in such excellent hands-

In addition to Dr. and Mrs. Cousins, there is Mr. Duncan
Greenlees, who is the Head Master of the high school. He is
an Oxonian who has shown an unaccountable preference for g
life of voluntary poverty and service. A slight, ascetic figure,
dressed in the coarsest khaddar, cut in the most unconventional
style, he has a strikig fore-head, and a pair of smouldering eyes.
He lives, moves and has his being in the school.

X X X X

I saw the students at play as I saw them at work. A
cricket match was arranged between “town and gown;” and I
watched with satisfaction the town-team, composed among
others, of a Forest officer and a Police officer, being beaten by
the college team ! There was a Fancy-dress entertainment in
the night which gave an opportunity to the young men to
«disport a wealth of miscellaneous talent which had all the marks
of youthful exuberance, immaturity and vitality.

5 X = X
And so, I returned after a round of engagements which
enabled me to come nearer in spirit to a band of workers engaged
in an endeavour similar to ours. Incidentally, I made my first
public speech in Tamil at Madanapalle. Since I have survived
the ordeal, I am wondering why I should not repeat the experi-

ment more frequently, if not for the edification, at least for
the amusement of the public!

X X % X:
I recall that I made a farewell speech on the day of my
departure in the course of which I said that though I had gone

there as a stranger, T felt that I was parting from old friends
and comrades. That impresion still remains,

————
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EXAMINATIONS
BY
IKERESS

Among the many misunderstood benefactors of society
may be reckoned vaccinators, tax-collectors, missionaries and
examiners. All these personages have two characteristics in
common— they ave inevitable and they are unpopular. In
fact some of them compete in unpopularity with the very evils
they fight against, namely, small-pox, poverty, infidelity and
ignorance. The fact that society cannot do without them is
indeed an additional reason for detesting them. At best the
general attitude towards them is one of sullen acquiescence;
at worst, open disdain. It is said that in Oxford a student of
theology was asked by his examiner to prove his proficiency
in the Bible by quoting a verse from it. ¢Judas went and
hanged himself . quoted the student.‘‘ Quote another” said
the Tutor. “ Go and do thou likewise” came the answer.

This story, more apt than authentic illustrates the attitude
of students towards examinations especially in India. Examina-
tion has been defined as a preposterous attempt to fathom the
depths of human ignorance. In India it becomes a tug of-war
between examiners and examinees. But the contest is uneven.
Failure to pass an examination often means a blasted career, a
ruined household and broken matrimony. This, however, does
not prevent examiners from investing examinations with all
the attributes of mystery and terror. Directness and simplicity
are ruled out of examination papers, and questions are couched
in highsounding, highly erudite and often ambiguous language.
The examiner is not content with asking the student to discuss
the policy of Mahomed Ibn. Toglak : he would rather ask, “The
[;olicy of Mahomed Toglak is a tragedy of high intentions self-
defeated” Criticize. About Aurungazeb, the question would
run, “ He had pitted his conscience against the world, and the
wworld triumphed over it.” Discuss Or, of Henry VIII the
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student would be asked to consider whether there was any truth
in the proposition that “his reign was but a patch of blood

L)

and grease on English history.” Such questions complete the
confusion of the examinee. The poor bewildered student reads
them with perturbation and proceeds to answer them in the
following strain : ““ Henry VIII” wrote a student quoted by
Lord Curzon in ‘ A Viceroy’s Note-book’, “‘was a good-looking
man, he had a red beard, he was very well proportioned. but
he had & hot temper. He was very religious and he pulled
down a great deal of churches and monasteries, he built colleges
with them and schools with them too, the school he called
Blue- coat school and a college called Oxford College. He turned
the monks out who were rich once but had to go into the work-
house afterwards, he married Cathsrine of Arrogantfor 20 years.
He got to know Anne Boleyn; she waited on Catherine, that
18 how he got to Lnow her. Anne became a queen and
Catherine was sent away. She became religious and became
a monk. Henry got to hear things about Anne and she had
her head cub off, though these things were not true for she had
but a little neck. Henry was left a widow, but he soon gos
married again—this time it was to Jane Seymour. He liked
Jane Seymour, she had a son a few days after she died. So
Henry was a widow again, and he married another Anne—this
time Anne Cleves. This Anne he did not like, for she was a
floundering mare, and not pretty. So he sent her away again
and gave her some gold to live upon without him, while he got
married to another Catherine Howard. She was not a very
good wife, So Henry got to hear things as he did before—so she
had her head cut off, and he married Katherine Parr who looked
after his had legs’’.

Ocecassionally, however, the student gets the better of the
examiner. When an Oxford undergraduate was asked: ““If
Alfred the Great were living at the present day, what would
he have thought of our modern social and political problems ?”,
Like a pistol shot came the reply : “If Alfred the Great were
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living at the present day, he would have been too old to take any
interest in politics *'?

The Indian student however cannot afford to engage in
a similar contest of wits with his examiner. The consequences
ave far too terrible. In the educational world of India examina-
tions are

The one far-off divine event
To which the whole creation moves:

they are the ultimate goal of examiners, the ““ open sesame’’ to
public service, the final consummation of parental dreams. It
is this fateful, sacrosanct, character of Indian examinations that
vitiates our whole educational system. It was different in
our ancient Universities of Oxford and Cambridge: TLeacock
a Professor as well as a humourist, remarks that all that a
University Degree at Oxford means is that a man has lived at
Oxford for 3 years and managed to keep out of jail. But it is
that life at Oxford that counts—that magnificent, many-sided
life with its respect for traditions blended with its freedom from
conventions, its love of scholarship combined with a splendid
indifference towards examinations. Hxaminations indeed,
exist, but are not the sole avenues to employment. Successful
students at Oxford and Cambridge—and it is difficult not to be
successful—are arranged in four classes. The famous art-critic,
Clutton-Brock, defined them thus: “ The First Class ”’, he said,
“ig excessive ostentation, the second is pretentious mediocrity,
the fourth is obvious failure, while the third (which is what he
himself got) is the golden mean,. And if one ig diffident of
obtaining even a Fourth Class, all one has to do is to fall ill on
the day previous to the examinations, and obtain a degree known
as the  Aegrotat ”.

The quality of these examinations, however, stands on a
plane altogether different from those in india- They are a test
not merely of memory but of intelligence. The student is
allowed a wide choice of questions : he is required to answer not
more than five or six questions-out of twenty-five or thirty;

_ and instances are not wanting in which students have secured
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alphas by a brilliant answer to a single question. My Tutor
used to tell me that the best way of getting a First Class in
the Honour School of Modern History was to show that one
had a knowledge of every other school: and the questions on
history hordered on several other branches of learning—socio-
ogy, literature and even science. Hven the character of the
Civil Service Examination has changed. In the old days it was
the most tremendous feat of memory : success in it was as often
a tribute to Wren's coaching institution as to a student’s
native intelligence. Since 1921, however, the examination has
been brought more into line with the Schools at Oxford or the
Tripos at Cambridge ; and in ovder to correct the deficiencies
of a purely written examination the viva voce test has been
introduced. This viva voce test meant to test  the intelligence,
alertness and general intellectual outlook ” of students, is
carried out by the simple device of a conversation between
students and examiners on general subjects: My own viva
turned on Ivish Home Rule, the Indian States and the English
Theatre.

The most remarkable of all examinations, however, is the
one that admits you into that great fraternity of learning. All
Souls,. All Souls” College, with its twin towers dating from the
middle ages, is the exclusive abode of post-graduate scholars.
A Tellowship at All Souls’ is reckoned the consummation of
scholarship. But in order to obtain this Fellowship one has
to prove his proficiency not merely in History and the Classics
but in table-manners. The young aspirant is invited to a
dinner at which are ranged all the greybeards at All Souls),
observantly watching the table-manners of the novice. It is a
frequent trick to serve cherry-tart in order to test the candidate
in the difficult avt of disposing of its nuts. The examination
is thus not merely a test of memory and intelligence, but of
social demeanour. Our Dean of Christ ‘Church, himself a
Fellow of All Souls’, was renowned for his proficiency in three
allied subjects theology, music and claret. When an American
visitor, struck with the magnitude of the library at All Souls’
asked the College Porter whether the Fellows at All Souls, had
read all those weighty volumes, the Porter veplied quietly :

£ Sir, they don’t need to read them ; they are gentlemen.” Thig
‘nalve compliment is the final tribute to true scholarship.



ANCIENT MADURA

BY
K. S. SRIKANTAN

To the traveller Bombay is India and Delhi India’s re-
presentative city. The historian prefers to paint the Mauryas
to the Pandyas and Pataliputra to Madura. Benares has
eclipsed Rameswaram and the glorvious Ganges has over
shadowed the sacred Kayeri. It is indeed unfortunate that
South India should still be the Cinderalla of Indian History.
Yet who has not heard of the glories of South India? Who has
not been fascinated by the beauties of Malabar, the temple
towers of Madura and the ever-flowing and bubbling riverz of
the south ? Ia fact the soul of India is in the South. Thanks
to the pick-axe and the shovel, the history of South India has
been carried back to centuries beyond one’s memory. In the
opinion of Siv John Marshall, the civilisation revealed in
the finds at Harappa and Mohenjo Daro is itself an echo of
South Indian Culture.

The oldest city in South India is undoubtedly the beautbi-
ful city of Madura better known to Kuropean scholars as the
Athens of South India. The citizens of Madura can with pride
claim to belong to a city which has a hoary antiquity.
Of course, there were several other cities in Ancient India.
Among them were Ayodhya, Kausambi, Vidisa, Sialkot and
Kannauj. But they are no longer to be seen. Time hag laid
its icy hands on all of them. They have becoms the hunting
grounds of the Archaeologists. It is the peculiac glory of our
city to have survived the ravages of time. While Buddha
might feel as a stranger in modern Patna, Tiruvalluvar might
still find familiar customsin Madura. She is still as proud
of her ancient beauty as she was in centuries gone by. The
towers of her magnificent temple proudly look and gaze at the
blue sky marking the movements of the heavenly bodies. The
immensity of the temple over-powers our imagination and takes
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us to a land of dreams, “where wordly taint could never
reach’’. The spacious halls of the temple where our ancestors
unravelled the mysteries of the universe can still be seen in an
atmosphere of purity, solemnity, peace, harmony and bliss. I
is to-day as important as it was in the days of Agastya. That
Madura was famous even in centuries before Christ is evident
from the numerous references to it in the early records.
Megasthenes, the ambassador of Seleukos in the court of
Chandragupta Maurya records that the Pandyan territory was
ruled by a princess. She enjoyed the revenue of 365 villages.
He was informed that Herakles begat a daughter in India whom
he called Pandaea. To her he assigned that portion of India
which lies to the Southward and extends to the sea, while she
distributed the people subject to her rule into 365 villages,
giving orders that one village on each day should bring to the
treasury the royal tribute so that the queen might have always
the assistance of those whose turn it was to pay, to coerce those
who for the time being were defaulters in their payment. She
had an army of 500 elephants, 4,000 cavalry, and 13,000
infantry. The city was thus well known to the Greeks and
and Romans of ancient days. It is mentioned in Ptolemy’s
Tables as the seat of the Pandian Kingdom in the South. Pliny
refers to ¢ Modoura’ as the Mediterranean Emporium of the
South. The earliest of the datable records in which allusions
to the city seem to be traceable are the old Brahmi inserip-
tions in the caverns in the Siddhar Malai and the Alagarmalai
Hills sitnated near Madura. Palaeographically studied these
inscriptions cannot be placed later than third century B. C.
References to Madura in the Sangam works are plenty.
Perumparra Puliyur Nambi while giving the history of his
Thiruvilaiyadal Puranam observes that when Parasara,
Viswamitra, Narada, Durvasa and a number of other distingui-
shed Rishis including Agastya had once gathered at Benares in
the presence of the Liord Viswanatha, Agastya was requested
by his companions to narrate to them the sports of Siva on the

banks of the river Veghavati (Vaihai). In one section Agastya
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eulogises the greatness and glory of the city of Madura. The
first section of the Kudal Puranam purports to treat of the
events of the Krita Ags. It is said that Vyasa was questioned
by ascetics about Madura and that the former expatiating on
the sanctity of Madura spoke about the Ashtanga Vimana
Temple built by Viswakarma.

Thus Literary sources and Archaeological remains combine
in carrying the history of our city to very early times. The
city itself seems to have had different names at different times.
To mention a few—Halasyam, Madura, Samsashti, Vidya-
nagary, Bhulokasivalokam, Jiwan Muktipuram, Kanyalka-
puram, Kadambavanam, Duadasantam, Sathushkudam, and
Tiruvalavaye. It is said that while to die in Kasi is to attain
Salvation, to live in Madura is to become a Jivan mukta and
hence the city itself is called a Jivanmuktapura.

The Sthalapurana gives interesting stories about the origin
of the city. Though apparently mythological, the stories seem
to be based on historical facts. Before the city was founded,
the Pandyan ruler seems to have had his capital at Manayur
which lay to the east of the Kadamba forests...§

Rararsin Lulsd &_bLwr eiers Befler &pF s
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Proceeding, the Purana observes that while the Pandyan
ruler was ruling his kingdom with Manavur as his capital, a
certain rich merchant of the city went westwards to trade.
After a successful tour, he returned laden with riches. On his
way back, he came upon an extensive primeval forest consisting
mostly of the lordly Kadamba trees. As it was dark, he stayed
in the forest that night. We gather from the Puranas that
during that night, he bathed in a tank in that forest. He was,
however, surprised to find an emblem of Siva in a beautiful

§ A study of the Kadamba history. 1 am sure would throw a flood of lig.ht
on the origin of Madura,



95

gpot on the bund of the tank. And when day da.wneqv he was
captivated by the beauty of the tank with blossoming lotus
tflowers bathed in the golden rays of the rising sun. Soon after
returning to Manavur, he narrated his experience in detail to
the King. Immediately, the King proceeded to the spot with
his ministers and the merchant. He was so struck with the
beauty of the locality that he decided to construct a city round
the tank, keeping at the same time the temple in tact. The
forests were cleared, thousands of labourers were employed
and for some time, the people heard no sound but that of the
woodman’s axe.

wrw Cagn ey s senieanfs@sr@Liissni
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‘When the forests were cleard, the King deliberated with
his ministers about the plan of the city. No city was built
in ancient days without proper planning: The recent excava-
tions in Harappa and Mohenjo Daro reveal the existence of
definite principles of Town planning even in the Chalcolithic
period.*  That there existed a pre-arranged scheme is parti-
cularly clear from the remains of Mohenjo Daro. Here the
streets run in straight lines and ave crossed by others at right
angles. ““Itis of course, impossible to say whether a civie
body or a single official supervised the building activities, but
they were evidently in very competent hands and it is interest-
ing to note that the Indus-valley cities are the ecarliest sites
yeb discovered where a scheme cf town planning existed.””
There is no evidence of such a scheme at Ur as late as 2,000 B. C.
though there are traces of oneat Babylon and one at Egypt.
Building regulations seem to have been strictly enforced in
Mohenjo Daro for many years and the greatest care appears to
have been taken to prevent any structure from encroaching
upon the streets. One street appears to have been 33 feet wide.
It must haye accommodated several lines of wheeled traffic.
The walls of the principal street that now stands is 18 feet high.

=

The Indus civilisation by Earnest Mackay,
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The Manasara speaks of 40 different types of towns—each with
a plan of its own. The smallest village unit extended to 4000
sq. feet and the extentof the largest city wasabout 30 sq. miles*.
Of this 1/3 was devoted to buildings:- In the description of
Ayodhya in the Ramayana, the proportion between its breadth
and length is said to be 1 to 4. The starting point in cons-
tructing this city appears to have been the temple. The king is
said to have constructed in order a Padmamantapam, where
the Vedas would be chanted, Ardhamantapam where festivals
might be held, Nrittamantapam and several other mantaps.

The King then built the several sky kissing Towers over the

main gateways of the temple. The temple was surrounded on

all the four sides by streets specially meant for worshippers

and devotees. ‘“The main streets werelong and broad as rivers

and the buildings on either side of the main streets were lofty

mansions, with upper stories furnished with many windows”

This was followed by the bazaar streets and the car streets.

When the streets round the temple (vr—& @@ @) and the

chief procession streets (a¥zrais o5 5) were constructed, attention

was then focussed on the many minor streets in accordance

with the principles laid down in the Silpa Sastras.

sl gred Qg QU SemL_enins STer

Trees were planted and platforms for public speeches were
erected. The city was named Madurai as it was agreeable and
healthy to the people.- Numerous gardens, tanks and orchards
added to the beauty of the town. The king had his palace
constructed in the North Eastern portion of the newly planned

city;— wreflens SRTEEDTEET Ql Gem Ul P& @,

In fact, even to day Madura is one of the best planned of
the cities of India. Commenting upon town planningin Ancient
India, Mr. E. B. Havell rightly observes: ‘‘ The experience
of many generations had proved that these plans were the best
for purpose of defence and gave the most healthy, pleasant and

* E.B. Havell: Indo—Aryan Civilisation.
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practical lay out for the Indian Village and Town. The easterly
axis of the plan engured that the principal streets of the town
were purified by the rays of the Sun sweeping through them
from morning till evening, while the intersection of the main
streets by shorter ones running north and south provided a
perfect circulation of air and the utmost benefit of the cool
breezes. It will probably be a revelation to niodern architects
to know how scientifically the problems of town planning ave
treated in these ancient Indian architectural treatises. Beneath
a great deal of mysticism which may be scoffed as 'pure supers-
tition, there is a foundation of sound common sense and
scientific knowledge- The most advanced science of Europe
has not improved upon the principles of the planning of the
gavden cities of India based upon the Indian village plan as a
unit. The Indo-Aryan village took the lay out of the garden
plot as a basis of its organisation’’.

Tradition however points out that the old city of Madura
was consumed by heavy floods. The temple and the surroun-
ding spots alone survived as they were situated on a higher
level. In fact according to tradition, one of the objects of
constructing a temple on'a massive scale was to make it serve
as a refuge to the people of the locality in times of famine and
flood. The temple and the surrounding parts which survived
came to be called Naduvur or the central place in memory of
what was left of the old city after the floods.
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- As years rolled on this Naduvur prospered. Population
grew apace and the king was compelled to reconstruct the city.
According to Paranjothi Munivar’s Thiruvilayadal Puranam,
the city was reconstructed on the lines of the old city with the
temple as the starting point. The structure was so designed
as to admit of a growing population.
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‘“ Beginning with the right side of the temple, the boundary
line was formed along the natural contour, and as the measure-
ment was completed on the left side, it enclozed a large space
with the temple in the centre. Hence it was known as Alavay,
that is a circular plane as a serpent would make if it should
bring its head and tail together round an object.
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The area of the new city was nine by nine miles. The
city grew towards the South while the northern limit was
fixed by River Vaigai. On the southern side there appears 6o
have been a huge gate as wide as the mouth of a river which
was practically the entrance gate to the City while the exit
was provided by a small gate on the north. As most of the
invasions were from the north, it is no wonder our Ancients
took considerable care to guard the northern frontier. The
fort walls were built with considerable care on the other three
sides mnot protected by the river. As the city grew up in
population rapidly, the fort walls could not be construc-
ted on any definite plan. The city of Madura which was thus
encircled by walls which did not answer o mathematical exact-
ness came to be called Thirumudangal or the beautiful city
with zig-zag walls.

w@pAwssnp Qe er @b wuBenw seGeomi GLiwi
SmaprmsQear@i..
The temple was situated in the centre and thus shed a

halo of sanctity all around. The streets were not cut out with
‘mathematical exactness. Some of the Streets were as broad as
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a river and houses grew on either side of the street as trees on
either banks of the rivers. Houses were built only on elevated
ground.

According to Madurai Kanchi, the city of Madura was a
busy centre of trade. Hlderly women with tempting dainties
and sweet smelling flowers, go from door to door, offering the
articles for sale to the inmates of each house. There were two
markets in Madura one known as the day market and the other
known as the night market. In the day market which was
located in one of the biggest streets the business was done in
stalls. There was a moveable screen in front of the stalls strong
enough to sevve as door to the stalls. Small traders, artisans
and others exhibited their wares in other streets, round the
temple and the King’s palace as well. Palanquins, carts, wheels,
axles, conical tops of car, materials for chariots, coats of arms,
the ornamental elephant’s goad, curved bludgeons were all
made in the workshop located in these places.
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‘Over each liquor shop floats a merry steamer’. Each trader’s
ware house was distinguished by a special banner. So many,
and of such divers shapes and colours are these flags that the
city looks as if it has been decorated for a grand festival. On a
spacious .lawn enclosed by a wall stands the palace of the
Pandyas. The gate way is so high as to allow elephants to
enter with banners erect on their backs. ‘ The tower over the
gate way "', says a poet, ‘ is like a hill and the passage under-
neath like a tunnel bored through the hill.” The folding gates
are strongly rivetted with iron and provided with massive bolts
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and bars. Thry are painted with Vermillion and on the door
posts are carved images of the guardian deities.

The palace was surrounded by the houses of the ministers,
judges and other officers’ of the king. These streets were
provided with dusb receivers. ¥ These dust receptacles were
built of bricks plastered over with white lime, and were well-
maintained at either end of each street. A deep ditch was
then dug round the walls of the fort and into this ditch was
received all the drainage water of the city. The ditch and the
walls assured safety to the citizens. From a distance the city
of Madura must have looked most beautiful and fascinating
with its lofty towers, smiling Vimanas and ever green groves.
Says the Silapathikaram,

L pes@a pLiQ L b 19 pEE EifiLie g i
Bpr@E &Bispalyn yerblerepbsrii

on the eastern side of this city there was another gate and a
little further from this eastern gate of this city and outside the
walls of the fort there was a spacious garden which was at the
entire disposal of saints and others engaged in meditation.

= pibLyflons g ren Bl& G L) p@hFeD peLp ST

Surrounding the city were forests which also served as a
defence. The forests, however, were beyond the ditch which .
surrounded the city. This was crossed near the southern gate
by a bridge constructed of heavy stones of sufficient length and
thickness in order that it might not give way when a troop of
elephants passed over it. The gate was also wide enough to
admit a number of elephants entering abreast at a time.

Quiy e @win T e BlenaQLILIHLD FHED S o &

The city in these days had two divisions as Akanagar and
Puranagar—the interior city and the exterior city- The

* The adequate provision of such receptacles must have been of great use
40 the public—will the Madura Municipaliby copy the example today?



101

dividing line appears to have been the fort wall. Women of
questionable morality generally lived in Puranagar in separate
streets of their own. They were not allowed to move freely in
the main streets, but they had their own baths, parks and
gardens. Women who fell in public estimation were publicly
disgraced by being taken round the city with a load of seven
bricks over their head and banished away to the outskirts of
the city. *

#@uCenr p ) WTEEHECH &pCun&
a®Qaur® aunpior_Gen Wi (Manimekhalai)

Industry was localised; and so was the market. Gold-
smiths concentrated in one particular street while dealers in
precious stone in another- The traders appear to have been
provided with ample convenience. The paddy stalls appear to
have been the largest in number and according to one authority
there appé&r to have been 17 varieties of paddy. The food
grains were exposed in the open spaces in front of stalls in
order that they may not deteriorate in quality by being kept in
jll-ventilated dark rooms,

Putting all that we have said above together, it is clear
that Madura was one of the best planned cities of Ancient
India. It was the seat of several Colleges and monasteries.
The houses were constructed according to the strict principles
of the Silapa Sastras. The city enjoyed an excellent system
of drainage. The sewage appears to have been used for
purposes of gardening. In short, the citizens of Madura do
not appear to have stood in need of any amenities in ancient
days. We are compelled to envy our forefathers so far as
Civic amenities are concerened. :

* Town Planning in Ancient Dekkhan. G, P. Venakatarama Aiyer.
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SRIMAD APPAYYA DIKSHITA
BY
Y. Mahalinga Sastri, M. A., B. L.

T propose to give here a mere outline of the life of Srimad
Appayya Dikshita as reconstructed by me and dealt with in
two articles in the Oriental Research Journal of Madras some
years back.

The Dikshita was born in 1520 A. D. at Adayapalam, the
original home of his family or Virinchipuram, the home of
his uncle, when Krishnadeva Raya was Emperor of
Vijayanagar. The Dikshita’s grand-father, generally known
as Acharya Dikshita, was one of the prominent ornaments
of the court of Krishnadeva Raya. An interesting anecdote
1s preserved of his intimate relationship with the Emperor.
Once, Krishnadeva Raya and his queen visited the Temple of
Varadaraja at Kanchipuram along with Acharya Dikshita. The
Emperor asked the Dikshita to account for the image of Varada-
raja appearing to be stooping a little down towards the chest.
The Dikshita replied with skilful witticism,

N - [
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“Varada, upon seeing a beautiful woman of golden complexion
resembling Liakshmi herself (i. e. the queen) in front of Him,
fell into a doubt and is looking at his chest (to see if Lakshmi
1s there)”. After this incident the Dikshita came to be known
as Vakshasthala Acharya—an appellation reminiscent of the
clever stanZa in which he answered the Emperor’s question.

The Emperor was very much devoted to the Dikshita and
it was possible for the latter to build eight temples, construct

eight tanks and to perform eight sacrifices. e——b"w

Another interesting anecdote is given about the greab
Acharya having married as his second wife a Vaishnava girl.
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importance in the South. Appayya Dikshita was backed up
by him with great zest and devotion in all the sacred mission
he was carrying on for re-cliiming society from chaotic secta-
rianism. And Chinna Bomma was a Siva worshipper. All the
great work of Appayya Dikshita was possible only because of
Chinna Bomma's unfailing and earnest co operation for several
decades. The Dikshita had often to risk his life in the fight in
which he had so fervently thrown himself.

But his innermost heart was not there. He regretted that
he had to spend so much of his precious life in controversial
matters. But he had a duty to discharge by the Siva-worship-
ping cult. He says:

o o\ o
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“Tet Vishnu or Sankara be the deity preeminently spoken of by
the Srutis. Advaitins as we are, we have not the least inclina-
tion to enter into dispute on that question. But this endea-
vour of mine is directed only towards nullifying the effects of
the foul words of the wicked men whose hearts are consumed

by the blazing fire of hatred of Siva. Do not mistake me for
a Vishnu-hater.”

The antagonists had so rvapidly Operated the engines of
proselytism that they hoped within a short time to wipe out
the Siva-cult from the face of the Earth. The Dikshita refers
to Tatacharya who was the soul of the movement of aggressive
Vaishnavism—in these words—

AFT PR & w9t |
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“The one, who having taken up the determination that he
sheuld bring about the annihilation on eatth of the Siva-cult,
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claim to that noble virtue. Nobody can dispute the importance
of that virtue and the claim of the scientists to that. But in
actual administration, discretion becomes more important than
a strict adherence to truth. Two and two 1S not always four
in political arithmetic; for after all administration is not a
science but a policy. In the history of India we have several
instances of Kings losing their heads and kingdoms because of
their tactlessness. Gureat empires have been built upon diplo-
macy and not upon veracity. IHven Manu declared that if by
speaking the truth there was a possibility of endangering the
life of an individual or society, silence was always better.
Thiruyalluvar said:—Truth is that which is not unpleasant.
anwenw Querts wiQsafle) wr@srermn Fawviars Gsrews, No
doubt there are millions who know and speak about the virtues
of Truth, but the number that practises it can be counted in
fingers. To an administrator, common sense is more important
than scholarship.

O o o
oo oo 0o OOO

By desiring little a poor man

makes himself rich. (Democritus)
OOO OOO OOO 000

Nothing is superficial to a deep
observer. It is in trifles that the mind betrays itself.

The Truly wise man should have no keeper of his secrets
but himself.

() o
oo oo O% 2

No man knows how far his

powers go till he has tried them. (Goethe)
000 OOO 005 T

Qo

There is one piece of advice in a life of study which I
think no one will object to and that is every now and then to
be completely idle or to do nothing at all. (Sidney Smith)



110

WHAT MADE MOVIES TALKIES ?

BY
L. Venkatachalam, S. H. S.

Like all other sciences, the science of electronics also has
had its humble beginnings. About 50 years ago, while working
on the famous incandescent lamp, Thomas A. Edison recorded
an observation which seemed quite unimportant at the time. He
found that metals heated to white heats inside of a closed vessel,
emitted electric charges. For a good many years, this explana-
tion remained strange and novel. But as the observation was
made by 1o less a man than Thomas A. Edison, they wanted
to explore its nature.

It was established by later researches that the electric
charges given out by the hot bodies, consisted of tiny particles
of negative electrons, and that the combination of a cold metal
with a hot metal in the same closed vessel made the current
obtained thereby flow through tubes. These vessels are named
as electron tubes and the particles as electrons. The develop-
ment of these tubes were too rapid, because they found so many
applications. It is to these tubes that we owe radios, long
distance telephoning, international communications, talking
pictures, and many other wonders of the modern age. In the
short space of this article, however, I shall describe briefly how
audible motion pictures are made possible by the advent of the
electron tubes.

During the early days, the motion picture industry felt
that the silent drama was seriously handicapped by its very
silence. Number of attempts were made to enliven the
images, but all failed. Among the early attempts to make the
motion pictures audible was the device of using the photo-
graph record to produce the necessary sound, These records
were made to synchronise with a photographic camera, and
played back in synchronism with a projection apparatus. This
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sound recorded on the film itself. The second group is further
divided into two classes according to the recording method.
One is called “Variable Density’ and the other is called ‘Variable
Area’.

The fundamental principles of these systems of recording
are the trnsformation of sound pressure variations into light
and photograph simultaneously on the films. The picture and
the record of sound are then printed on a single film, side by
side. Then these are amplified and fed to the loud speaker, so
that people might hear with interest:

There is no doubt that the motion-picture industry has
moved a step further by the introduction of speech and music-
The main draw-back, however, is the heavy expense involved
in the production of such pictures. Though much money is
spent over their production, only some films meet with success.
In India both the movies and th e Talkies are yet in their infancy.
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S. T. R. BISCUIT COMPANY,

TOWN HALL ROAD,
MADURA.

Nice bread, Roast bread, Misckrone biscuits, Lemon
biscuits, Ginger biscuits, Suspari biscuits, Bakkavada

biscuits, Nice & Mary biscuits, Jem biscuits.

Cakes:- Palam cakes, Punch cakes.

EYE BRAND ROSE WATER, MADRAS SNUFF.
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OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

[However anxious the Editor is to give publicity to the contributions of
students, he always finds his seope limited by space. Yet some of the articles
are so interesting that he cannot brush them aside without some notice.]

T. Ramaswami Ayyangar of the Chemistry Department of
the A. Rangaswami Aiyar High School has sent an interesting
contribution on the origin of Chemistry. We congratulate
him on his enthusiasm and careful study of the subject. In his
own words * Chemistry gives us a command over matter. The
country that produces the best chemists will, in the long run,
be the most powerful and the wealthiest; it will have the
fewest waste, the hardest steels, the mightiest engines and the
most powerful explosives. It will manufacture the best arti-
cles at the lowest cost and will be in the least dependent upon
other lands.”

X X X X

G. Ramaswami, V Form A of the A. R. High School, has
sent an interesting article on *“ How to improve one’s memory -
It has to be admitted that lack of memory is one of the most
serious obstacles to the educational progress of our young men.
G. Ramaswami bas given us some practical suggestions, which'
we believe, are worth experimenting upon. Says he, ““ A day or
two before your examination, take very light meals, practise
deep breathing and drink plenty of water and some fruit,juices.
On the morning of your examination, don’t study but take a
walk of two or three miles and take a light meal before pro-
ceeding to the examination hall. Do always one thing at a
time.”

X X X X

K- Krishnamurthi, VI Form A of the A- R. High School,
has sent a topical article on Varadakshina’'. He has graphi-
cally described the evil effects of the system and deplores the:
fact that the educated men, of all people, should be the worst
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sinners in this vespect. This short story, QI GITREr N5
argalan we aig Ga® shows that the writer is a boy of varied
talents. We would be glad to i;mblish short stories from his
pen.
X X b X

Tducation forms the subject of an article by S. Krishna-
swami, V Form A of the A. R. High School. He begins his
article with the interesting proverb :

LoGTew (155 (& Fe1( HwipevedTe @ prnende
& pBapia @ Qe pafl_Qiveeyred Sy,

Though studying in the high school, the writer has got ideas
far above his standard, = To him, education must be co-exten-.
sive with culture and culture co-extensive with education. He
cannot understand why there should be any obstacle thrown.
in the way of women’s education in our country. He conclu-
des (rather in an unpolished manner) by stating “to say that
women are not fit to be educated is brutal’’.

X X X X

S. Meenakshisundaram of the Second University Class
writes on Ghazni Mohamed. His article emphasises the need for
taking the time factor into consideration in discussing the
character and policy of medieaval kings. He is of opinion that
any king at that time when religion was the be-all and end-all
of life could not but have been a fanatic. We agree with him
entirely when he says that Ghazni Mohamed was far greater
than historians would allow us to think-

e X = %

A trip to Musiri is the title of a short article by K. S.
Venkataraman of II U. C. The description of the trip is
exceedingly interesting and humourous. He shows in the
description that he is capable of imitating some of the great

prose writers of the 18th century. We welcome such descrip-
" tions from students-
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NOTES
The Madura College Union:

Since the publication of the last issue, the Union has been
having a busy time. Mr. A. Rangaswamy Aiyar delivered an
interesting lecture on Parliamentary Practice on Tth August.

The Staff and the Students of the College had the pleasure
of meeting Dr. Cousins who was pleased to visit the College on
17—8—36. At the request of the Principal, Dr. Cousing
addressed the members of the Union for a short time. He
congratulated the students on their prospect of moving to the
New Buildings and said that a new building to a college was
what a new suit of clothes was to an individual; but, said Dr.
Cousins, one should not forget the fact that the soul was more
important than the body and he hoped that those who were
responsible for shaping the destinies of the College would give
as much attention to the soul as to the body. He then im-
pressed upon the students the influence of beautiful walls,
bright rooms and varied colours on the plastic minds of youths.
A dark room, said he, created a dark mind.

Late in the evening, Dr. James H. Cousins, delivered
another lecture in the Victoria Edward Hall under the auspices
of the Madura College Union. In the course of a thought-
provoking address on ‘ Art and Education’, he observed that
art itself was only religion turned outwards, and Religion, arf
turned inwards, He then said that anything to be artistic
must be good, true and beautiful. Art itself, he added, was the
doing of the best thing in the finest way possible. The basis
of art was orderliness, and anything ugly was inartistic. Lack
of artistic sense, observed Dr. Cousins, was responsible for the
several unpleasant problems of the world. While stressing the
need of art in education, he made it clear that his aim was nof
$0 make everybody a specialist, for numerous were the pitfaflls
of specialisation. His object was to make everyone rf:alxse
$hat an artistic sense was as important as the very air he
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breathed. Mr. A. Rangaswami Aiyar presided over the lecture
and thanked the lecturer for his kindness in accepting to deliver
such an interesting lecture at such a short notice.

The members of the Union conducted several parliamentary
debates among which several subjects of topical interest were
discussed. Propositions like ¢ Our fore-fathers were wiser than
ourselves,” ‘ Capital punishment must be abolished,” provoked
much discussion among the members of the Union.

The Munaar Excursion.

A party of students consisting of A. G. Sahib Jan
V. Ganesan and A. Pattabiraman of IT U.C. and R. Janardhanam
of I U. C. accompanied by Mr. Jaganathan of the Mathematics
department left for Munaar on Monday 14th Sep. and returned
on Kriday 18th Sep. The excursion was thoroughly enjoyable
and educative. The party proceeded to Bodinayakkanur by train.
From there they took the bus to the Bottom Station and the
Top Station (a distance of seven miles) was made up by walk.
Again a bus carried the party to Munaar. They returned to
Madura via Udamalpet and Palni. Messrs. Khajana Laksmana
Rao, Treasurer of our College Board and Rao Bahadur A. §.
Alagannan Chettiar of Bodinayakkanur rendered considerable
help to the party *

Sanskrit Association.

The Inaugural Address of the Sanskrit Association was
delivered by Mr. R. A. Sankaranarayana Iyer, M. A., .. T,
Head Master, A. R. High School. The subject of the address
was ‘ the concept of Atman.’ The lecturer explained the
concept in a singularly simple manner. Mr. Y. Mahalinga
Bastry, Vice-President of the Sanskri Association, who pre-
sided, remarked that the exposition of the concept of Atman
was a fitting subject for the Inaugural Address of the College
Sanskrit Association, for the reason that all writings in Sanskrit

* A detailed account will appear in the next issue.
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whether philosophical or literary or Scientific tended fowards
the same goal—that of conducing to the realisation of the Self.
It has been persistently held by our ancient men of learning
that the ultimate teaching by implication, by contrast, by persua-
tion and such other subtle methods of all literature, is identical
with the teaching of the Upanishads through the direct
dictatorial methods. So to the members of the Sanskrit Associ-
ation, who were engaged in the study of literary works, a subject
of that kind was particularly appropriate.

o O o O
oo 0o o0 oo

S. H. S. Notes.
School Associations, Library & Scouting.

All these three limbs of the school are functioning well
and their fresh vigour and enthusiasm denote unmistakably
their healthy condition. The School societies for instance,
commenced their work for the year with a public lecture by
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur R. Narasimha Aiyangar Avl, on
““ Activity is the Breath of Life”, and quite in consonance
with the sentiment contained in the subject, the activities of
the Associations ave in full swing.

School Sports.

The play-grounds of the school, as they ought to be, are
teeming with life, and several are the successful matches played
by our students against the teams of other schools, such as the
Volley Ball Match with the St. Mary’s High School, Madura,
the Tepekoit Match with A. R. High School and the Badminton
Match with the Tirumangalam High School. Indeed it is
regrettable that our students could not win any prize in the
Inter-School Sports, but they are, none the less, very hopeful
of retaining the trophy which they won last year for Volley
Ball. Further they are striving hard to secure the first place
in Badminton as well as Tenekoit in the Inter-School Tourna-
ment to be held shortly. In this connection i is a matter for
éongratula.tion that the old boys of the institution are, as usual,
giving the present students sound training in the respective

games.
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The Teachers’ Association, Setupati High School-

In the Annals of the School the present year is a note-
worthy one for the formation of the Teachers’ Association, an
achievement, hard of realisation, for over 15 years. The
success in this endeavour is to be ascribed mostly to M. R. Ry.
P. S. Sankara Aiyar Ayl.,, whose exemplary zeal and energy
helped his labours to bear certain fruit. 'The association,
though only an infant of a few weeks, is already busy with its
varied activities, and it is now contemplating how best it can
celebrate the Hducation Week, instituted by the South Indian
Teachers’ Union to be celebrated all over the presidency.

Retirement & fresh appointment.

Another important event in this month was the retirement
of M. R. Ry., P. S. Sankara Aiyar Avl., Head Master, S. H. S.
tending to the appointment of M. R. Ry. V. Yegnanarayana
Aiyar Avl., a member from among the Staff of the School, as
the Headmaster, in his place. We congratulate Mr. V. Yegna-
narayana Aiyar on his new appointment.

A Farewell Function.

A Farewell Function was arranged in honour of M.R.Ry.,
P. S. Sankara Aiyar Avl, on the eve of his retirement, on the
13th September, in the Main Hall, Setupati High School, and
M. R. Ry., R: Venkatachalam Aiyar Avl, B. A., B. L., Retired
Subordinate Judge and Member of the Executive Committee,
the Madura College Board, presided. The main events of the
evening were Social, Music, Photo and words of praise & love
by the members of the Staff. It was a touching scene,
Heartfelt and candid were the feelings expressed by the staff on
the occasion and moving and grateful was the reply of the
guest. The president of the day in winding up the function
made reference to his personal contact with M. R. Ry. P. S.
Sankara Aiyar Avl, even from his boyhood, and spoke
eulogistically of the guest’s bright career through a long period
of 30 years, rendered illustrious by the high esteem of the
authorities, which he could always win on his side.
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Mr. R. A. Narayana Iyer, M. A, B. L, for his very valuable

suggestions and advice in this regard. i
Our strength, as on 15—9—36, according to subjects, is as
follows: —
Lower Higher
Shorthand 14 1
Typewriting 30 4
Book-keeping 10 —
Theory & Practice of Commerce 5 =
Banking i =
Com. Geography ... 4 =

Indian Institute of Bankers’ course 4 —

Of these, six are students of our College, and the number
of outsiders is 41.

Our Typewriting section is immensely popular, and is now
full. The necessity for getting & few more new typewriters is
being felt,'and ere long, we shall be adding to our present stock,

The two candidates, S. Ramachandran and M. Muthu-
subramanian, who appeared through our Institute for the Type-
writing lower grade examination held in July last, have come
out successful.

That the President of our College Board takes a very great
interest in our Institute and in its @lumni is evident from the
fact that Mr- S. Ramachandran has been appointed as a clerk
of the college. This policy of recruiting from our Institute is
bound to attract more and more students to us.

S. N.

KAMRUDDIN FURNITURE MART,
No. 8, Town Hall Road, Madura.

We specialise in the manufacture of Chairs and
other Office Furniture:—Carved Jable a speciality.

Fair Terms ! Durability Guaranteed !!
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This is especially true at the present juncture of events.
The Viceroy in his address to the members of both the Central
Legislatures on the 21st Septembel spoke of the coming “Consti-
tutional changes as inyolving “nothing less than the discar-
ding of the old ideas of Imperialism for the new ideals of part-
nership and co-operation and said that when the task of buil-
ding the structure of the new Governmentis completed and
meets the gaze of a watching world, it would present a
spectacle whose dignity and grandeur will be not unworthy of
this great and famous country. He assured for himself that it
“with aliberal and
sympathetic mind . Coming nearer home, the Tamil Scientific
Terms Conference began its sessions on the 20th September
when Sir C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar referred in his opening

was his intention to interpret his duty

address to the responsiveness of India to ideas from outside and
giving forth her own ideas to other nations and countries. He
said ‘Liook at the colonising activities and missionary zeal of
our ancestors. ILiook at the way in which, crossing the seas,
they inplanted the gifts and seeds of Tamil culture in distant
Sumatra, Java and Bali. Look at the traces of Dravidian
culture— this'is authentically proved—in far off western coun-
tries. Sanskrit culture and Tamil culture pervaded the west’ .

X X X X

It is worthwhile understanding what India’s present day
problems strike a sympathetic observer like Mr. J. F. Hofmeyr,
the leader of the South African Delegation who haye arrived
in India on the invitation of the Government of India. He
referred to the great burden resting on India and said that it
was the burden of poverty, social distress, political strife and
communal disunity. He maintained that the problems of India
would have to be solved in a more increasing extent by Indians
themselves. He said “ We come to India to find the country a
sub-continent with far greater diversities than anything we
have in our own country and yet one reads in the Simon Com-
mission Report that there is essential unity in diversity in the
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