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DASAVATARA-P-PATTU
' Edited by

VIDVAN. T. KRISHNAMURTHY

Several religions have appeared and flourished from the ancient
times in our Tamil land, which has been in existence from pre-historic
ages, Of all these religions, ‘Saiva’ ‘Vaisnava’ ‘Buddha’ & ‘Samana’
are among the best,

The greatmen who had established these religions, and their
followers have accepted one God for each religion. Innumerable
poems and works depicting great devotion, have been composed by
them. Those poems and works are worthy of critical study by learned
people:

. Vaisnava religion appeared during the interim period. From time
to time several works of the best kind on ‘Tirumal’ who is followed as
their God by the Vaisnavites, have been composed and studied.
‘Bhagavatam’ ‘Visnupuranem’ ‘Nalayira divya prabandam’ and
‘Ramayanam’ are works which have been written by ‘Alvars’ with a
view to show the greatness of the avatars of Tirumal and His wonderful
acts. Asta-p-pirabandam composed by Plllal-p-perumalayyangar etc.,
come under this category.

The Tamil Work ‘Dasavatara-p-pattu” composed by one of the
devotees of Tirumal of the later period, is one among them.,

This work narrates the story of the ten awvatars, in ten stanzas,
with poetic taste and exquisite imagination and offers felicitations and
prayers.

The ter avatars are:—

(1) Maecavataram (2) Kurmavataram (3) Varahavataram

 (4) Narasingavataram (5) Vamanavataram (6) Parasuramavataram

(1) Ramavatiram (8) Balaramavataram (9) Krsnavataram and
(10) Kalkyavataram.

The wonderful acts and greatness of Tirumal are explained in each
avatdr, in a high and poetic style, with a view to encourage the God-
worship by all people.
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NAMMALVAR PRABANDANGAL
Edited by .
VIDVAN. T. KRISHNAMURTHY

This collection of work, called, ¢Nammalvar-Prabandangal ”
means Prabandams sung on Nammalvar. This collection contains, three
small works, named, “ Nammalvar Tirukkolakkavi,” “Alvar Tiruva-
nandal,” & “Nammalvar Padam”. These three were written by three
different authors whose names are not known. However, it is a fact
that these are unique in their meaning and composition. Though‘
there are several other works such as, “Nammalvar Tudi,” “Parankusa
Natakam’™ and “Alvar Urcavappattu” on Nammalvar whose original
name is ‘Maran’, this work also equally spreads his fame.

These small ‘Prabandams’ contained in this work, though small in
size, are larger in their meaning. Though we are unable to know
particulars about the authors, who wrote and gave these rare treasures

“to us, it is certain that they should have been great in their wisdom,
life and love of God. The poems written by them are evidences of
the same. Nammalvar who was a true follower of God, was born in
this world, to emancipate the people of this world and preached rare
truths. These works help us to know his life and greatness. This
edition is based on three manuscripts of this Library bearing R. Nos.
3768, 428 and 5944.
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