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urethra, I am led to believe, that th_is'fqbf’c_a‘nce.llélh >M. - pro-
duces an efchar, and where it realL}{;:d%gg fo, the cotfequences

are to be highly dreaded. The ure

. cus, and capable in every part of throwir
which has a ‘power of dilyting the mof
caniot be eafily afted upon by a cauftic
cuality, 1 S TS SamE 2

¥ To produce a flough or local death in a part by a metallic
falty like lunar’ caufticf requires theuretention of the folgent
fubftance, ixgoma& with the living part, for a confiderable
length of tifie, andalfo that the folvent fhould preferve its

~ concentrated ftate. None of thefe events happen in the ap-
plication of cauftie to the urethra; and, upon firi& examina-
tion, I have found the fubftance voided from the uréthra, after
the ufe of the lunar cauftic, to be nothing more than a flake

- of coagulated mucus; preduced by that metallic falt. In fome
inftances, I have feen the whole mucus of the urethra thus co-
agulated, and the power of fecreting it again thus fulpended
for feveral weeks; the paffage being moiftened during that
time with a ferous fluid. When, however, the cauftic has.
“the effe@® of producing a flough, I fear it will be found' to-
extend far wider than the furface touched; and a large part of
the urethra will mortify, o as to endanger the life of the patignt.
This: calamityy k1 {¥and, has happened more frequently
than is confiftent With the unlimited recommendation of *c
remedies. The effect which appears to me to be defired ffom
the ufe of cauftic applications to firiGures in the urethra; is
that of ulceration; and I believe all the fuccefsful cafes are
«cured by the ulcerative procefs, excited by this irritating fub- -
ftance, upon a part whofe powers of action are moderate. he-
ther any other fubftance Would produce the fame effeé uponian
altered ftru€ure, or new formed fubftance, like that which |
conftitutes a frifure, is, I fulpe®, yet to be tried. The |
moft dangerous confequences which ¥ have witnefled fi om .
the application of lupar cauftic/ to ftri€tures, is that of Pro-"
ducing an extenfive b@morrhage, fuch as to gwe_yuﬁjca.ugg
for alarm. 3 young gentleman, to whom I applied the cauftic
~for a ftriCure, near the bulbous part .of the urethra, had a
h#morrhage produg . continhed feven days; in
the two firft he loft pounds of blo nearly as much’
afterwards. - T have heard that fome perfons have actually died of -
this kind of hemorrhage. [t would be very honourable t6 thofe
- pralitioners, who'have feen fuch--~fes, to make them pybli
ic:might put the furgeon and the patient on rd, . oF
matiner the lunar cauftic aéls, fo as to.
longer duration than from injuries
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but is frequently 1e
~to fairs, and their bags permitt remain full for a length of
-time: it will alfo arife fro ne ds and by the
friéion of th ated blood
is carried on

heel.
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which had been inhabited, and were juft quitted by a regiment

which ‘had been infected with the Small-pox, and fuffered fe-

Gloucefterfhire regiment took poffeffio

(<)

Entertaining no doubt of the advantages which will refult
to fociety, when Dr. Jenner’s propofal for inoculating with
the Cow-pox fhall be generally adopted, I have thought that
fome good might be $roduced by an attempt to remove,pre-
judices; for it appears to me, that none of the fa&ts or obfer-
vations mentioned by Dr. Jenner have been difproved or re-
futed, and that no new information has been gained on any ma-
terial point, by al that has been written on the fubjed, fince
the publication of his firft Treatife.

& I am, Sigr, % :
Old'ﬁlx‘,ngton Street, Your very humble fervant,
T by 1300, £ _ THO. DENMAN,
Tothe E litors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal.

GENTLEMEN, . :
HAVING had the pleafure, fome time fince; to perufe
Dr. Jenner’s Obfervations on the Cow-pox, wherein he afcribes
the origin of it to a difeafe in the horfe ; and having heard thofe
remarks difputed, I have taken the liberty of communicating
fome additional information. :

1 have had many opportunities of converfing with refpectable

farmers, whofe cows wefe affeted with the difeafe, and they .

unanimoufly agree in afcribing it to a complaint in the horfe’s
heel, which is called, from its fingularity of making the hair
erect, “a fcratchy heel.”. Now, there are many diforders in-
cident to the heel, which do not come under this defcriptions
being well fed, or want of exercife, will frequently excite
fwellings, which are by no means conneéted with a fcratchy
The fpurious Cow-pox d t arife from this caufe ;

‘when s, full of milk, are taken

by abforption,
with genuine Cow-po

verely from it.  The barracks were not even cleandd before the
’ flion of theém, yet not one
of the men who had been inoculated for the Cow-pox was infe@ed
_ with the Small-pox. i iR
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Pulmonic difeafes were almoft univerfal, ‘anc particularly.
févere in the months of January and February. During the
latter month there occurred an epidemic catarrh, chiefly affe&t-
_ing children, and exhibiting the ufual fymptoms* of the in-
“fluenza. This difeale, although violent for fome days, did not
ingany inftance prove fatali’ Since the ‘beginning ' of March,
inflammatory ‘and hemorrhagic complaints have beeg very
prevalent. In the cafes of pleurify and peripneumony, vena-
fection was employed more than once hefore the acute pain
and f{enfe of conftriction about the cheft could be relieveds
~'The fhort froft ih December was not fufficient to put a
ftop to the progrefs of the fcarlatina anginofa, and typhus
or malignant fever, the extent and fatality' of which were for-
merly doticed. "During the mild open weathier/in,Janyary, and
.at the beginning of February, the fever was again rapidly
diffufed toa very great extént, and with an aggravated train of
{fymptoms. Among the poar, the mortality from this caufe was
nearly as ftated in the laft report,+ notwithftanding the atten-
tive adminiftration of proper articles of diet, and of fuitable re-
medies, with plenty of wine. The good eftects of all thefe ap-
plications are almoft wholly fuperfeded by the miferable accom-

. modations of the poor with refpeck to bedding, -and by a total
negleét of ventilation in their narrow, crouded dwellings. It
- will fcarcely appear credible, though it is precifely true, that
- perfons of the loweft ¢lafs do not put clean fheets on’ their
_beds three tim ar; that even where no fheets are ufed,
. théy never 1 o fcour their blankets and. coverlets, nor
~ yenew them till they dre no lopger tenable; that curtains,
if pfortunately thére fhould be any, are never cleaned, but
. fuffered to continue in' the fame ftate till they drop to pieces:
Jaftly,” that from three to eight individuals, of different ages,
often flecp " in the fame “bed; there ‘being, in generzl, but one
_rocsi, and one bed for each family. To theabove circumitances
" ‘may be added, that the room occupied is either a deep cellar,
_almoft inacceflible to the light, and admitting of no change
of air; or a garret, with 2 low roof and {imall windows, the
pailige to which is clofe, kept dark in ‘order to leffen the
window tex, and filled not only with bad air, but with putrid,

I ] r abominable efluviy from a vault at the

= Woathing of linen, or fome other
ufinefs js carried on, whilt infants arg left dozing,
ore adyanced kept at play whole: days on.the

~ tainted ;

%
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* For an accurate account of thefe, I

Z picationis, Vol T, pagé x4 o7
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tainted bed: fome unfavoury victuals are from time to time
cooked: in many inftances idlenefs; in others, the cumbrous
furniture, or utenfils of trade with which the apartments are
.clogged, prevent the falutary operation of the broom and white-
‘wathing brufh, and favours the accumulation of a heteroge<
neous, fermenting filth.#® ~ From all thefe caufes combined there
-is negeflarily - produced a complication of feetor; to deleiibe
which would be as vain an attempt, as for thofe to conceive
who have been always accuftoméd to neat and comfortable
dwellings. 7 : i e 2 %
- “The above account is not exaggerafed: for the truth of it
I appeal to the medical pra&itioners, whofe fituation, or hu-
manity, has led them to be acquainted with the wretched inha<
bitants of fome ftreets.in St. Giles’s parith, . the' courts and . .
dlleys ‘adjoining to Liquorpond-ftreet, Hog Ifland, Turnmill-
ftreet, Saffron-hill, Old-ftreet, White Crofs-ftreet, Grub-ftzec
Golden-lane, the two- Brick lanes, Rofemary-lane, Pet#
lane, -Lower Eaft Smithfield, fome parts of Upper. We
fter, and feveral ftreets of: Southwark, Rotherhithe; &ci =
" It cannot be wondered at that in fuch fituations contagious’
difeafes fhould bz formed, and attain their higheft degrec of
virulence. “The inhabitants of the fecond ftory; in houfes oc=
cupied by the poor, are ufually better “accommodated ;- and
therefore expericnce, during ficknefs of any kind, the beft effeck
from ‘public and private charities. - But petfons thus ftationed,
fuffer from contiguity, and from their friendly attentions to
thofe above them, or to the tenants of the ceilars; fo that in
whatever part of the houfe a fever commences; it is foon
diffufed among all the ‘inmates and their occafional vifitors
efpecially in feafons which favour its progrefs; like the laft
autumn_and .winter. . Children and women, conftantly re-
_ﬁdlpg in infeCted apartments, feem to get habituated to the
action of the fomites. Men and boys, by means of frefh air;
‘and the exercife of the day, fhake off the effects of the virusy
and-efcape long unhurt: "It muft, however, be obfcrved, that
if through taking colﬁ, or any - other ez?ufe," they'ﬁ;gu!d be
confined to the houfe for fome days, they affuredly taks the

i s e

*_The rooms do nof change theit condition till they change theis t
ants; often, indeed, fo lietle care is taken, that encligh of the oid leavert
remains to intect all the inmates who fueceffively occupy the fane pre=
mifes. T recolleft a houfe in Wood’s Clofe, Clerkenwell; wherein the fo=
mites of fever were thus preferved for a feries of yearsi at lengilf, a fiiendly
fire cffe€tually cleared away the nuifinces A& boule; notorions for dict and -
infection, near Clare-market, afforded a farther proof of neglisence's it was
obftinately tenanted ti I and floors giving way in the night, crufh

- 19 death the mifprable ' SN aYean e
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MEDICAL THERMOME TERS.

Dr. Currig, in his excellent work on Fever, having evinced
the great benefit often derived from thé affufion of cold water,
Practitioners in the Army and Navy, as well as the Phyficians
to public Inftitutions, became defirous of availing themfelves of
the ufe of a remedy fo cheap, pleafant, and efhicacious. For
this purpofe, it was ‘neceflary to afcertain the heat of the body
with a degree of precifion, .for which the hand of the pra&iti-
oner can feldom be relied on : thermometers were therefore re-
commended; and we have at length obtained a fpecimen that
appears perfetly fatisfaCtory. THe fcale is attached to the tube,
and the whole inftrument is contained in a cylindrical cafe about
five inches long, and a quarter of an inch in diameter; there-
fore fufficiently portable. :

As this inftrument isdefigned for the fole purpofe of afcer-
taining the heat of the human body, its range is very limited,
in order to obtain the requifite fenfibility: it extends from
about 8o degrees to 112 ; and is fo-fenfible, that it will indi-
-cate the heat applied to it in lefs than ten feconds ; and the fcale
may be read to a quarter of a degree. It will be fcarcely ne-
_ cefary to caution our readers againft immerfing it in fluids ~of
2 temperatu¥e higher than 112°, as it might endanger the in-

= . 2

- {tryment.

~ Gentlemen in the country'may be fupplied with fuch Ther-
‘memeters. as above . defcribed, or with thofe of more extenfive
fcales, if defired, by Allen and Howard, chemifts, in Plough-
court, Louibud-ﬁzeet,. at about 18s. each. 3 =
' L : ¢
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T the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal,
. GENTLEMEN, '
THE Fqllowin§ corre&ion of a mifquotation by Dr, Maca

lean, «being introductory to a few facts with regard to the natu-
ral hiftory of the Digitalis; I will thank you to give it a place

in your valuable Journal. Jdam, e
GENTLEMEN,
. _ 3 With. great refpe&, your’s, &c.
Hadleigh, Suffolk, Feb. 13, 1800, NATHAN DRAKE,

x

“AS inaccuracy in quotation; efpecially on centroverted
points, muft néceffarily difcolour faéts; and lead te conclufions
totally unapprehended by the writer, it is incumbent upon every
individual thits mifreprefented, immediately to correct the error,
Whether arifing from inadvertency or defign. :

Dr. Macleari has, in his laft communication inyour Journal,
Vol. II. p. 151, when fpeaking . of a proper fituation for the
culture of the Digitalis, reprefented me as affirming that his
houfe is damp. <" If the fituation of my houfe,” fays he; * be
certainly low and damp,” as Dr. Drake has affirmed, it has
hitherto eluded my own and my family’s obfervation.” =

Now, if the Docétor will but advert to the paper in queftion
(for I readily fuppofe his miftake to have arifen from his truft-
ing to miemory) he will find no fuch expreffion or term as
damp in the fentence he refers to; nor the fmalleft -allufion to
dampnefs, as applicable .to6 his houfe. Thus is the fentence -
written: € Dr. Maclean’s houfe at Sadbury;' is certainly fitu~
ated low, not far from the river; and in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of large &halk-beds.”” A fituation which he has in
common with the whole town of Sudbury; which is low, com-
pared with the adjoining country;.and built upon a chalky foil.
This laft circumftance alone; had I not been previoufly ac-
quainted with the fcite of Sudbury, would- have precluded, in
my mind, any idea of dampnefs, which is, in ‘general, irrecon-
cileable with ftrata of chalk. ' AR e WP g

Dr. Maclean has been led into this error'by confounding two -
very oppofite foils, though equallyinimical to the growth of.
the Digitalis, and arbitrarily {uppofing I have applied them to
his own fituation ; for in the paragraph preceding that he has
mifquoted, it is affirmed, that Digitalis delights in an elevated,
a light and gravelly foil; on a fat and denfe mould, in low and
damp fituations, and where ftrata of chalk abound, it 2lways

~Numsg, XIV." - R degeneratgs, -
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degenerates, becomes dwarfifh, and of a pale grgen’.” Here 2
damp fituation, a rich foil, and a chalky one, are diftinét amd
oppofed, though alike unfriendly to the plant in queftion ; and
the latter, fre uently founid in alow, but never in a damp fcite, ;
I haveexprefs;ly declared to be that of the Dofor’s immediate
neishbourhood. e 3 e CA :
-So far from the Digitalis being cultivated without diffitulty,
in any garden, which the Do&or aflures-thofe who may wifh to
poflefs it, is the cafe ; he will, if he confult the writers upon
the natural hiftory of the plant, difcover that a lw and damp
foil; ora chalky foil, or a fat and rich foil, are highly detrimen-
tal to its growth’; and that an elevated and dry foily a light and
gravelly foil, or 2 -barren and fandy foil, are thofe in which it
‘alone flourifhes. : S Gae
Dr. M. too, in infifting upon free expofure.to. the air, and
freedom from adjoining plants; in cultivating thte Digitalis, is,
in another inftance, deviating widely from the known habitudes
‘of "the wild plant. © « Thefe,” obferves he, ¢ are often. fur-
rounded by weeds and other plants, which, deprive: them of a
fufficient fupply of light; air and nutriment from the earth, and
thereby prevent them from attdining to. full perfeCtion.””*®
Now, - Botanical authors. would inform him, that fheltered
“ground is thé favourite fituation of -the Dligitalis, which. courts
fhade; is always found deep in hedge-rows; and .cven when
_growing on heaths or_commons, the fineft plants, as I well
“know through painful experience in- gathering. them, .are found
almoft hidden by furze and bufhes.  That | may not be taxed,
however, with general or unauthorifed affertiony I fhall con-
clude thefe remarks by quoting fome of the firft, both old and
modern, writers on the natural hiftory of the plant. b
- Nafcitur-in montibus, umbrofis; et faxofis locis. . Fufchius
De Digitali, cap. 342, p. 892, edit. 1542. ‘-
. Fox-clove groweth in barren Jandy yrounds, and wnder
! 6edgé&."-(%era\jd,: p- 647. :
- It is obfervable’of this plant, that it grows enly on gravelly
0ilss, rarely or mever on thofe where there arc ftrata of cal-
“careouls cai—tkzs.‘ - Lewis’s Materia Medica, edition by Dr. Aikin,

uétiony p. 13. o
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" GENTLEMEN,'

e d : 7 : )

| I ‘the laft number of your ‘wery refpe&able Journal, whicl
ords a ready ard convenient medium of communication &
;medical’ men, I recognifed, with' much  pleafure, a f{igndture
~affixed to an ingenious paper on the Phymofis, promifing other
commupications, to which I look forweird with much fatisfac=
t'oh and expeQation.—After a lapfe of thirty years, to meet
with the name of a gentleman whom I had knowniand re- .
“fpected in the fame fervice with myfelf in ‘the. Eaft Indies,
added much to the  gratification ‘which tha perufal of your

« Journal always affords. : bl Ol
I obferve, in the fame Number; but with fomewhat lefs of
the agreeable, that your correfpondent, Dr: Kinglake, has done
me - the' honour to pay me a compliment on the fcore of my
- humarity—I fay, with fomewhat lefs of the agreeable,:becaufe,
however dear the charatter of humanity may be to a medical
man, there are; I believe, few: in the profeflion who would
thankfully: accept of fuch'a compliment; when ‘coupled with
an unneceflary reflection derogatory to his experience : *That the
refletion was unneceflary, and therefore impertinent, muft be
evident to any perfon' who recolleéts, that in wmy paper on the
_ {ubjet of Digitalis, in your publicatien, I had myfeif difclaim-
ed all pretenfions to experience’in the cure of [confumptions
by means-of that medicine ; but it does not follow from: this;
+ that'T-ameither 'inexperienced or timid in its adminiftration in,
other difeafes, or that I have exprefied “any thing like a with -
to excite ‘timidity in-the’ regular pratitioner. = But, before I
advance a claim to confiderable ‘expsrience on this fubjed, pet-
mit-me to repeat my moft  dnxious withes, that medical memn,
when they are bBafting of ‘the virtues of this plant {which I
admit to’ be ineftimable) will always have the humanity “to
guard the public at large againft the unwary* ufe of fo infi-
dious a poifon. The Digitalis is a>plant which® medica] men
may certainly ufe with fafety; but which they oucht. never to
employ ‘without much caution: . I have already ‘recorded one =
. inftance of 3 lady preparing large and unlimited dofes for a
friend in ‘the laft ftage of ‘2 confumption ; but I did not add, .
which I might then have done; that it ‘would alfo have been
adminiftered, with equal confidence, and in unlimited dofes, to
~two or three of her children, who were then affliGted with
flight coughs, - S R e TS T ey
. In the year 1795, Mr, Martin, a refpe@able publican, was

L S RIZREE L, ooraking
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taking the powder of Digitalis in the form of pills, by the
prefcription of Dr. Lettfom :—while I was attending its ad=
miniftration with all proper caution, I was one day &ruck with
the appearance of a /arge bowl filled with the leaves of Di-
gitalis infufed in boiling water, by his bedfide.” Upon inquiry,
I'was informed that a paflenger in one of the ftage coaches,
whigh had ftopped at his' door, had 'told ‘him that fox-glove
tea was an infallible cure for the dropfy. I believe | neell not
add, that'I refeued this patient from premature diffolution ; for
his was one of thofe -~afes in which 1 had’ previoufly afcer=
tained that Digitalis would make no ufeful impreflion. )
In the year 1788, Mr. J. K.¥ a firong ‘man, fomewhat
more than 40 years of age, in the early ftage of a dropfy, was
fuddenly and unexpectedly carried off with all the dreadful dif-
 trefs and ja&itation which an ‘over dofe of digitali® fometimes
- produces = his death was pre generally afcribed to apoplexy,
and was indeed truly apopletic. I fulpected that this plant,
had been ufed; but'the fact was moft refolutely denied. I
have, however, fince learned that he really fell a facrifice o
the unguarded ufe of fox-glove tea, recommended by a. perfon
unacquainted with its nature, and ignorant of phyfic.” A
~In the year 1787 or 88, Mr. James P , 2 refpectable
tradefman, about the age of 50, was afliGted with a dropfy.
“The late Dr. Hugh Smith, and the prefent moft excellent Phy-
fician Dr; Wm. Sanders, prefcribed for him " without allevi-
ating his complaints.” I propofed the Digitalis to each in turn,
and each declined its ufe. It fell to my lot to adminiiter it on
my own judgment.—A few defert fpoonfals of the decoltion
compleatly difcharged the water by urine, without exciting
© one’ unpleafant {ymptom. ‘The patient continued well, and
happy fome months, till a return of the diforder was gradually
uthered in by a return ‘of_cough and dyfpncea. It was again -
removed in the fame pleafant and benign manner, by the fame
_quantity of the deco&ion of Digitalis. *Atv the diffance of -
€ight or nine months, ‘the cough,’ dyfpncea, and watery accu=
mulatioh in thevabdomen agiin appeared, and he had again re-
courfe to the Digitalis, which now produced not’ the fmalleft
~diuretic effe&t ; unfortunately, the patient, eager to excite this
€vacuation; afd full of confidence in a ‘medicine which had
- been  twice the means of preferving aud prolonging his life,
took a larger quantit n he had béen dirééted to do, and, in
the courfe of the ni 5, ‘with little or no previous notice, fell
& fudden facrifice to its narcotic qualities. -~ © ' .
e e o , Thefe

_ * For ohvious T ——
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feription; 'and will perhaps find the decoftion bf the recent
herb the beft and'moft manageable preparation. ;= .

When fmall dofes of this decoftion produce little or no ef-
fedt, it will feldom be of ‘much ufe, or fafe, to’ perfevere wit}\
large ones. ® B S :

By one drachm added with the approbation of a very experi-
enced phyfician (bis vel ter die) to one of his prefcriptions, a
pair of anafarcous legs and thighs were in a few days reduced
to their proper fhape; and a pair of lungs, labouring under
ferous accumulation and fpafmodic oppreflion, freed duripg fe-
veral' months. i el s 28 -1
_ In drying the plant, the largeft, foundeft, and moft luxuriant
. leaves fhould be feparately laid on 2 table, and placed near the .
~window of a green-houfe, or any large room, gxpofed to the

fun, l;hat: they may be quickly dried, and the green colour pre-

EEVEU i . } .
If the leaves, when properly dried, be cut fmall like the ad-
vertifed Britifh herb tea or tobacco, and ftrongly compreffed

" into a cafiifter, or one ‘of the drawers of an'apothecary’s thop,

- and covered with writing paper, they willy in a dry fituatior,
‘preferve their virtues unimpaired for ten years; but it'is much
better to preferve a frefh quantity every year. = T

- One ounce of the dried leaves is equal to four of the green,
for the purpefe either of decoion or tin@ure. +1 have been,

Afor many years, conftantly provided with a tin¢ture drawn both
- with proof fpirit and nitrous ®ther, and have fometimes thought
- the latter the moft efficacious. ioithe g

When the Digitalis is given in fubftance, ‘the sEEDs are; on
many accounts, preferable -to ‘the dried leaves.—In' them the

“whole virtues of the plant are concentrated—they are exceed-
ingly minute; “and, in fa&, a powder already prepared; and held
out to us by the bountiftt hand of Nature, requiring little or no -
care either in drying ot preferving. = +

"¢ The moment they are bruifed in a mortar, the peculiar odour
“of the plant will be recognifed—combined with nitre, or cream
~ of tartar,-they form a convenient powder; and one grain will
- be found an a&ive dofe. 3 s : |
~ © Prefufling that theiz ufe is at prefent nearly confined to my
- own praftice, and as it will-be many months before they can
- be ealily obtained, if Dr. Kinglake ﬂ{ould think it worth his
while to adopt them on the ffrength of my ExPERIENCE and
~ recommendation, 1 will moft cheerfully fupply him (as I iow
do Iyou),.with a [mall quantity, . : ' R

It is ‘worthy of remark, as fomewhat curious, that the pe-
, culiar virtues of the digitalis, hyofciamus, nicotiana, ftramo-
- niumy genifta, and feveral others of the narcotic clafs, ﬂiﬁ:&?ld —

" i e : e, o refide
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refide in the'feeds, while thofe of the white poppy are not enly
perfeétly freq from every fedative or narcotic property, but very
_efculent. and nutricious. This laft remark is not, I believe,
qually true of the papaver erraticum; I fufpect the feeds of
that plant to be .poffeflfed of an anodyne property worthy: of
future obfervation. . 5

~ Enfieltl; Feb. 145 1800, . R JOHN SHERWEK

. _P.§. After whatI have advanced in g former paper on the
fubjegt of Digitalis, as applied to the cure of confumptions, |
it is incumbent upon me now to add, that I have lately had one
cafe of incipient phthifis ftrongly marked, (Eliz. Mathews)
in which I have great reafon to believe that the tincture of
Rigitalis congibuted much towards performing whatj truft-will
continue to be a perfect cure; but as the cafe originated in chlo-
rofis, and the "pseparations of myrrh, fteel and kali had, been
alfo had recourfe to; fome doubts may be entertained refpecting.
the éffect of the tincture, ] PRl Hep s Tns

A

~

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal. '

- (GENTLEMEN,

IN addition to the cafes which 1 have already detailed; I
tranfmit to you the following. The preflure ‘of drrangements
neceflary to the publication of my Effay on Scrophula and Con-
Jumptiony prevented me from furnifhing them for infertion in
your laft Number. - : R S i
Refpeé&ing the curative powers ot the Digitalis, thefe is a
_ ftrange diverfity of dpinion; and the evidénce on both fides is
refpect.ble: the bulk of pra&itioners,  therefore, by  whom
the qualities of the plant are certainly unknown) muft neceffa-
rily be at alofs, what belief they ought to efpoufe. . As the
fubje&, however, has fo very generally arrefted medical atten-
tion, it will have an ample difcuffiori; and it is riuch tosbe
wifhed, that the pubdic mind remain fufpended till experiment
. either eftablifh or fubvest the falutary effelts of the Digitalis.
. When I firft entered upon  the ufe of the plant in Confumption,
1 did not even entertain a hope that it could afford relief. 1
difbelieved its efficacy; and the iffue of the firft cafes, in which
I prefcribed it, confirmed my feepticifm. « My patients perifh--
“ed!  The failure I now afcribe /to' the circumftance of the
- plant being of 2 bad quality; fince its prominent. effets were
i ‘ . : ¥ neve
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never apparent. This confideration ihduces me fo recommend
~ the experimentalift to provide himfelf with the yenuine plant;
properly collecled, carefully preferved, ~and vecently' pulverized.
At prefent, we are certainly not employing the fame remed
and of courfe the refult of our experience muft be widely dif-
fegent. Indeed, I have the ftrongeft conviftion, that a want
of due attention to the quality of the Digitalis, and®%to the
quantity adminiftered, is the principal fource of medical dif-
agreement relative tc its powers. I am well perfuaded that this
is the cafe; for I bave recently feen fpecimens of the Dipitalis;
(fent to Apothecaries by their Druggifts; and warranted to be
colle&ed and prepared according to the moft approved method)
the colour, flayour, and ftrength of which, were completely
deftroyed by the application of too much heate I have ala
known portions of the powder adminiftered; which had laid in
a fhop drawer for years. Are we to expeét that the Digitalis,
exhibited in this ‘ftate, fhould exert its influence over the ar-
terial fyftem, or produce: any t}‘ggeﬁcial effe&t? The prati-
tioner is difappointed ; he abandons the further application of
the plant; and he pronounces it ufelefs. I know fome ftriking
inftances of this having happened; I therefore folicit the fcrus
pulous  attention of medical men to the quality'of the plant
which they employ. - oy
- Again, I am perfuaded that the Digitalis is, in general, too
fpecdily thrown into the fyftem, by dofes too large, and too
frequently adminiftered. I am clearly of opinion, that in all
cafes of Pulmonary Consumption, it fhould be fo managed, as
' not to difplay any of its powers previous to the termination of
the firft, or commencement of the fecond week from its exhi-
bition. I ought to obferve here, that thére are cafes which re-
quire much time, and a_large proportion of the plant; before
‘they'come under itS infueénce; and I believe that thofe people
who have indulged in the free ufe of fpivituous or ftrong liz
quors, are more diﬁicuitly affeéted than others. I have; how-
ever, met with none who did eventually refift its influence ;
and I think; that unlefs it obtain dominion over vafcular ac-
tion, it will never produce any curative effe@. It is therefore
.incumbent®on every pralitioner, who details failures; to ftate
with precifion, whether the Digitalis did sor did not retard the
motiof of the hearty for without this jnformation we are not
~eertain that their patients are charged with the plant; and the
cafes are good for nothing. 1 rejoice that the Digitalis is be-
coming aﬁzﬁiﬁaﬁk;rqméd)h; and I Fnow that the period will foon
arrive, which will rank i1t with the Jfirft of bealing agents. I
my mindy it is the myt important, and the moft extenfively “fg
Snftrtument sTolr grte: e an S s e
3
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In ad&fgic:n to wﬁat 1 have faid in my Effay, T have to ob-
ferve, thatd now keep iy confumptive patients on animal food

and cream exclufively. Fratny e,
° , . GENTLEMEN, e o
: i Your’s, obreaiently, = 8
Bradford, Feb. 9, 1800. GEO. MOSSMAN:
'd y Bt g 1

CAS E S continnedy iy
F Case 10.—Sept. 5th. B..A =tat. 27, cdught cold about
four weeks ago. He has fruitlefsly tried feveral remedizs; he
complains of a tightnefs and pain in his cheft, accompanied by
a violent dylpncea ; his cough is hard; dry, aadinceffant; his
tongue is fusred; he has no appetite; his urine is high co-
loured ; his pulfe is 120. I enjoined him to abftain as much as
poflible from the ufe of liquids; and recomended his diet to
confift of eggs and animal food. 1 ordered a bliffer to be applied
to the thorax; and prefcribed a grain of the Digitalis four
times a day, with fix drops of the muriated barytes. A
Sept. 8th. T'he bliffer has operated well, and his breathing
is eafier; his cough is particularly diftrefling 5 his pulfe as fre-
‘quent as before. . There is yet no perceptible effeét from the
.exhibitionof the Digitalis. % ’ e L
Sept. 10th. His breathing ‘is_ftill eafier; His cough is more
exafperated than ever; his pulfe equally frequent. I difcon-
‘tinued the muriated barytes, and -prefcribed the peiioral juleps
prepared as in Cafe the gth. I increafed the dofe of the Digita~
lis to fix grainsa day. i Eme o SR i G i
Sept. r1th. He took fix grains of the Digitalis yefterday.
He feels a fenfation of giddinefs and ftupor; his eyes are coﬁ'{{-‘
derably affefted ; he feems to have a flight convulfive ffeQion
of the left fide of his face; he vomited his breakfaft ; his pulfe
is 110; his cough eis eafier; he experiences a loiad at his
ftomach, which is ‘occafionally accompanied by 2 faintnefis I
ordered him to day fix grains of the Digitalis as before. :
Sept -12th. He fecls relieved; he has vomited agair
morning’; he defcribés ‘a very fingular fenfatior.’ affeéting
head and ftomach ; his pulfe is go.  I-dire®ed him to day
“take only four grains of the Digstalis:’~ =+ & ¢
Sept. 15th. He vomits every.morning; his urine cont
“high coloured, and he complains of afittle pain when he -
“it’5 he has pain in his head ; and; when he awoke this mornine
‘every object  appedred to him as if eov ith :
~phznomenon contihued for half" an hour
heats, and profufe perfpirations follow eac

_ rates pus, or thick “mucus, occafionally ﬁiﬂef& wi

UME: XDV o LIRS SIS v ’:~:‘ : :his
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: : )
his pulfe is 100, with a confiderable intermiffion; his thicft is
very great. I direfted another bliffer to be applied® to the tho-
rax ;. and | inftru@ed him to take only three grains of the D;-
gitalis daily o 3 3
 Sept. 18th. The liffer operated well 5 he continues to vomit
occafionally ; all objets ftill appear white at particular periods 5
his urine is become much paler ; his pulfe intermits much, and
is reduced to 68 ; his perfpirations are leflened ; his cough is
lefs diftrefling ; and there appears a very complete alleviation of
every morbid fymptom. + He.is obvioufly under the influelce of
‘the Digitalis. 1 inftru&ed him to continue its ufe as before.
- Sept. 24th. He has been remarkably coftive, and has had re-
courfe to aperients; his tongue is clean, and his.appetite is
much improved ; his cough and dyfpncea have Eeafed to give
him any uneafinefs; and he can infpire fully without experi-
encing any painful fenfation in his cheft ; he does not vomit;
his vifion 1s matural ; his expeCtoration is trifling’; his pulfe is
80, regular and full; he feels an increafe of ftrength, and every
confumptive fymptom is materially diminithed, T direéted him
to take two grains of the Digitalis daily.

Oct. 13th. He called upon me in the moft perfe& health ; he
faid his appetite was as good as ever it had been in his life, he
bad no complaint remaining, and had been following his ufual
laborious employment for a week. s ’ :

A few weeks afterwards this patient relapfed ;+ without any

" inftrutions from me, he again had recourfe to the Digitalis,
and-again it exhibited effeéls completely curative.

Cask 11.—Sept. 30th. T.sH. =tat. 42, has been in a de-
clining ftate of health for feveral months. About three weeks
‘ago he contracted a fevere “cold from fitting in wet cloaths ; he
was immediately feized With rigors, thirft, difficulty of breath-

~ing, and violent pain in his cheft. Hegcannot lic on his left
-dide, nor on his back, without exciting a-moft diftreffing cough,
- and a fenfe of fuffocation. He: expeftorates a taftelefs white
“&oth; his tongue is much furred ; his urine is high coloured ;
~his pulfe is 170. 1'enjoined a milk-diet, and applied a liffer -
to the thérax ; Lalfo recommended the occafional employment

of foral julep alreddy mentionegd, and preferibed four

dai Z

italis

e blifler

7. operated well; his cough is much
lyfpneea is very confiderably relieved. “He can
es without coughing, or experiencing any fenfe .
is tongue is lefs furred ; and his urine lefs high
| Rullpdssop,. o et lnn s Lo o
. Oé&. 7th. He has imprudently expofed himfelf to cold, ¥
~has produced‘a little tightnefs in his cheft, iccompanied by a

P = S S S e ~ confiderab
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cruing from the publication of the Medical Jourmal. " Partial
‘evils, I am aware, may fometimes® arife from your being'now
and tnen peftered by the tedious recital of uninterefting cafes;
' but the good srefulting from the communication of more im-
poigant ones is incalculable. 1 know not whether you will
confider the following cafe as interefting or not; in fo fr as it
tends to ' confirm the favourable opinion of the anti-phthifical
virtues of a medicine - lately introduced (or rather revived) into
practice,—I mean, the Digitalis Purpureay—it. may probably
not be decnied unworthy of notice ; and, if fo, I fhall thind my-
felf honoured by its infertion in an carly Number, :
_ About the piddle of Jaft fummer, 1 was defired to vifit
Mrs. ———, =tat. 33, who had laboured under complaints of
the cheft for a confiderable time before, and had medical aw-
tendance ‘without relief. I found her emaciatgd, and much re-
duced in ftrength; her appetite though occafionally tolerable,
-yet in general very much impaired ; her nights were reftlefs,
owing to the conftant flying pains in her cheft; and the cough,
which was diftreffing, followed by a copious expectoration evi-
dently of a purulent nature. The night [weats were profule,
and fometimes made her fo weak, that fhe could fcarcely rife
from her bed,  The heétic fever marked by morning and eyen-
Ing exacerbations, fo accurately defcribed by Cullen, was com-
pletely formed ; and her pulfe was about 125 ina minute. ‘The
_ ufual trestment was followed ; fhe was defired to ‘wear flannels
“ throughout, and ‘exprefled herfelf much more comfortable from
their ufe. ‘Expeftorants were ordered, which eafed the cough
without making it lefs frequent; opiates adminiftered at night,
-and laxative pills occafionally given, to obviate coftivenefs
induced by the opium.  The ‘morning and evening febrile ac-
ceflions were fufpended,™nd at length removed, by the exhibi-
~ tion of a powder compofed of nitre and ~Antimony, juft before
the commengcement of ‘an attack. ‘T'his was the only ground it
could be faid T had gained, after many weeks attendance.—
“Sometimes, indeed, the patient would revive, and acknowledge
herfelf better,; though as often would fhe’ fink, and become as
il as cvetf 'f!qr ftill the night fweats continued profufe, and the
expeftorasion was undiminithed, amou iting to a full pint in
twenty-four’ hours, and frequently mixed with blood. Tired
of a plan which was productive of tuch partial benefif’ to the.
p  and reflected fo little credit on myfelf, 1 determined to
] -rnier refource, the Digitalis; and as the tinGure is

efe cafes, I was particular in procuring fome pre-

&fejyrﬁ:t;téqdihg' ‘to the formula given us by Dr. Mac=
~which for convenience of: exhibition, and e'egance of ap-
s e e
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pearance, is far preferable to-any other preparation I am ac-
quainted wich. Mg L ' G
As fhe was in fuch a weak ftate, it was neceffary to obferve
%he utmoft caution; to let the fyftem feel the inflaence of the
medicine in the moft gradual way, fometimes regeating {imilar
dofes, and at others increafing them, according to the effedts
produfed, as well as the ftate and difpofition the patient héffelf
was in atthe time. The following was the courfe purfued, and
the hiftory of fymptoms on each vilit. 2
: I\E'ozvembcr 11. Cough and expeoration as ufual, bowels
regular, tongue and fkin' natural, pulfe 112. . _
k. Tin&. Fol. Digital. gt. x. ex la&is cyatho. = 12. A
better night than ufual 5 fancies her appetite be':ﬁer;, expectora-
<tion as ufual ; b. t. and fk. natural, p- 110.~ Augeatur dofis
Digitalis ad gt. xi. bis in die.=12. A good night; fweated
much lefs thaneufual; appetite improving ; free from pain of
breaft; p. 100, b. t. and {k. natural; cough and expeCtoration
nearly the'.fame.  Aug. dofis ad gt. xii. bis. in die. = 14. An
indifferent night ; return of pain of breaft ;. cough rather trou-
blefome ; expeoration more confiderable, and flightly tinged
with blood ; little or no {weating ; appetite tolerable ; b..t. and
fk. natural, p. roc. Aug. dos. ad gt. xiii. bis in die = 15. A
tolerable night, no fweats, lefs cough, and expe@oration lefs
copious, without tinge of blood; has obferved the tinGure
keeps her bowels regularly open; complains of {light vertigo ;
free from pain ; appetiteas ufual ; t. and fk. natural, p. 98, and
1ather fuller. Aug. dos. ad gt. xiv. dis in die — 16. A good
night, cough and expe&oration as ufual, flightly tinged with
blood ; vertigo lefs, appetite not quite fo good ; free from pain;
b. £. and fk. natural, p. 6. - Aug. dos. ad gt. xv. bis in die.
= 17. A tolerable night ; complains of flight faintnefs ; cough
and expectoration lefs, though fligatly tinged with blood ; ap-
petite not fo good; free from fweats and pain of breaft ; b. t.
and k. -natural, p. 96. Aug. dos. ad gt. xi. ter in die. = 18.
A middling night; cough mnot fo troublefome ; expe&oration
without tinge of blood, and of a more favourable appearance ;
no fweats; free from pain, but flight vertigos appetite dimi- .
nifhes; b. t. and fk. patural, p. g6. Aug. dos-ad gt. xii. ter
in'die. = 19. ‘A gpod night, cough lefs, and -expectoration lefs
tinged with blood 5 got {o giddy; free from pain 3 appetite bad ;
b. t. and fk. natural,"p. gb. Aug. dos. ad gt. xiii. ter in die,
= 20. ‘A good night, céugh lefs, expectoration alfo lefs, but
tinged with blood § had confiderable pain of breaft ; rather more
giddy; no fweats; appetite bad; b, t. and {k. natural, p. g2.
Aug. dos. ad gt. xiv. ter in die. = 21.: A poor ‘night, more
pafof bt nd mare versigo' vomited contderably t -
g M <2558 G .~ night ;-
S [ > ~ X G g |
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_ night; cough rather’lefs, and expe@oration by ho means fo
copious; appetite bad ; no fweats ; b. t. and {k. nagural, p. 90,
Aug. dos. ad gt. xv. ter in die.=122. A tolerable night; no
vomiting ; no fweats; cough not fo troublefome ; expe&ora-:
tion tinged with blood ; appetite not fo bad ; vertigo increafed;
with the appearance of objects floating before the eyes; b, t.
and®(k. natural; pain of-the breaft not fo much; p. gb, and
irregular. . Aug. dos. ad gt. xvi. ter in die. = 23. A reftlefs
night; vomited, and the vertigo is become diftrefling, with
frequent faintnefs; cough the fame, but expe&oration’lefs,
though {lightly tinged with blood ; appetite bad ; fears tho'fhall
.not be able to go on with the medicine ; no fweats; b. t. and
{k. natural, p. g6. Is perfuaded to perfevere: Rep. dofis ut
heri. =24. A Much better night; cough not o troublefome,
and expectoration far lefs copious; vertigo lefs, appetite bet-
ter; has obferved that her urine is more copious, though before °
it was always fcanty, and depofited. a. lateritious fediment ; b..t.
and fk. natural, p-100. « Aug. dos. ad. gt. xvii. ter in die.=
25. An indifferent night;- cough- troublefome; expeétoration
diminithes, though flightly tinged with bload; vertigo as
vefterday ; appetite tather better; no vomiting; b. t. and fk.
natural, p. gb. Aug. dos. ad gt. xviii. ter in ‘die.=26. A
toierable night;’ cough nearly the fame; expcctoration dimi-
nifhes 3 complains of vertigo, with frequent faintnefs, and fenfe
of finking at the flomach; appetite as yefterday ; {weats have .
entirely left ‘her; urine flows flill more copioufly, and without
Aediment 5 b. t. and Tk. natural, p. g6. Rep. dos. ut heri,=27.

A tolerable night; cough troublefome ; expeforation. as yel-
terday ;  vomited this morning; complains. of great forenefs;
vertigo the fame; appetite-as before; b. t. and fk. natural, p.
96.  Rep. dos. utantea. = 28. A much better night, and feels
better in every refpedt; ha> not vomited; cough not. fo. trou-
bl;",,foinc‘,;f;expe@dration lefs, though confidgrably tinged with
bl_od ; appetite better, and vertigo lefs 5 b, t. and fk. natural,
p: 96.. Aug. dos.‘ad gt. xix. ter in die.=29. Continues much
better ; a good night; cough lefs; expedtoration lefs tinged
witlt blood ; vertigo and faintnefs by no means fo-confiderable ;

~appetite better; B. t. and 1k, natural, p. 9o, Aug. dofis ad gt
XX, ter in die. = 30.’ Symptoms equally gr more favourable
than yefterday; p. 88, ahd unequal. - ‘Cont. dofis = Dec. 1.
Was fo giddy that fhe fell on going up ftairs, and is fomewhat
bruifed in conf quence, otherwife is nearly as yeflterday; ex-

“pectoration” has diminifhed nearly one half in quantity; vomit-
ted this morning ; p. bas rifen to 100, Rep. dofis = 2. A reft-
efs night ; vomited much this morning ; very giddy with dim-

-~ nels of fight and faintuels ; complains-fhe can hardly keep life
Sy ke o ; A . ,w\ithinf‘
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within her § cough as yefterday; expe&oration lefs tinged with

- blood'; general forenefs; no appetite ; b. t. and {ke natural, p.
88. - Is perfuaded to continue’= 3. A bad night ; frequent nau-
%ea, but no vomiting ; vertigo rather lefs, and appetite fome-
what better 3 ‘cough and expetoration as yefterdvy ; being fa-
tigued by fitting up, is refting erfe!f on bed; b. t. and fk..pa-
tural, b.” 92. Cont. = 4. A better night than for fome time
paft; cough not fo troublefome, and expetoration lefs without
tinge of blood” free from pain; appetitg “better 5 vertigo and
faintgefs lefs ; b. t and fk. naturaly p. 1co.  Rep, dofis=5. A
good tifght ;- cough lefs troublefome ; expectoration a5 yefter-
day; free from pain; no vomiting ; vertigo.lefs, though the
dimnefs of -ficht is confiderable ; appetite’ better; b. t. and fk.
aatural, p. go.  Is perfuaded to increafe the ?;;fe_»:; Aung. dos.
ad gt. xxi. terin'die =6. A reftlefs night; cough trouble-
fome, though expectoration’lefs’; frequent naufea, but no vo-
miting ; vertigo increafed, vifion confufed, and objeéts appear
of ayellow tinge ; appetite little ; b. t. and k. nataral, p. ¢6-
Rep. dos. ut heri = 7. Rather a better night; vertigo and dim-
nefs of fight diftrefling ; being fomewhat difcouraged in confe=
quence, has omitted the dofe of the Tinéure this morning;

* cough and expe&oration as yefterday ; appetite fomewhat bet-
ter; b. t. and {k: natural; p. g6, ‘Rep. dos. ut heri=8. A to-
lerable night ; has continued her medicine ; is free from pains
vertigo lefs ; cough much lefs, and expefloration diminifhed
full two-thirds; b. t.‘and fk. natural; p. g6.. Is encouraged to
perfevere: Rep. dosi’=/g. A good night, without being dif-
turbed by the cough; ‘though it is fomewhat troublefome this
morning 3 expeltoration” rather more copious ‘than yefterday,
but free from tinge of blood ; “fecls” ‘quite eafy, and better in
every refpect; vertigo rather lefs 5 p. 100. Increafed the dofe”
this"morning, of her ownaccord; ro gt. xxii: Cont. = 10. A
good night ; cougheand expetoration as yefterday; the latter

_ flightly tinged with blood ; appetite better ; free from' painj b..
t. and fk. natural, p. 96. Smce ‘taking the tincture, has ob-
ferved a tumour in the right axilla, of €onfiderable fize, and of
many years ftanding, is totally réemoved. Aug. dos. ad gt. xxiii.
ter in die: = 11. A good night, fré¢ from pain; vertico and
confufion of vifion kefs;" appetite ‘better; b, t. and fk. natural ;.

<P-92.  Aug. dos.ad gtéxxiv. tér in'die. = r2. A reftlefs night;
vomited confiderably‘this morning, and is very languid;”ver-
tigo and confufion of ‘vifion diftreffing ; - general forenefs ; ap-
petite’ indifferent’; cough more troublefome ; expe@oration ra-
ther more copious, and flightly tinged with blood ; "b.t. and (k.

~ matural, p. 88. ° Rep. dofis. =13. A beétter nijht; has not
,"chijmted 3 cotigh troublefome ; expectoration nearly the fd,fi‘!’c%
s Sohar : vertigo
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vertigo and confufion of vifion diftrefling ; appetx’te bad; b. t.
and ik. natural, p.88. Aug. dofis ad gte xxv. fgr in die.—=
. ¥4. A tolerable night ; cough not fo troublefome, and expec-
toration much. diminifhed ; vertigo, and confufion of vifion
when looking at filver, it appears of a yellow colour; appetite
better ; b. t. and {k. natural, p. 92. Rep. dofis.=16. A reft-
lef® night; vomited confiderably ; cough and expevratien
nealy the fame; appetite a little better; other fymptoms as
yelterday; p. 100. Aug. dos. ad gt. xxvi. = 17. A very good
night; no vomiting ; feels better than ufual this morning; ap-
petite better; cough not fo troublefome, and expe&sfation
much diminifhed, withcut tinge of blood, and of a lighter co-
lour ; b. t. and fk. natural, p. 88. Aug. dos. ad gt. xxvii. ter
‘in die. = 18. "An indifferent night; vomited this morning ;
cough rather troublefome, and expeCtoration rather increafed,
though without tinige of blood, and of a lighter colour; ap-
petite not o good; vertigo and confufion of vifion increafed,
but does not feel that finking at th: ftomach fhe complained of
fome time ago; b. t. and fk. natural, p..94. Aug.dos.ad gt.
xxviii.=19. A poor night; vomited; cough troublefome ; ex-
pectoration lefs; appetite rather better; other fymptoms the
fame ;" p. 96.  Aug. dos. ad gt. xxix. ter in die.—=20. A good
night; no vomiting ; expectoration much lefs; p. 100. Aug.
dos. ad gt. xxx. ter in die.~———Having now arrived at what is
confidered a ftandard dofe, my patient was pleafed that fhe had
got to her journey’s end, and that fhe fhould not be requefted
to increafe the number of drops. , She, however, continued _
their ufe for upwards of three weeks from the laft report, and
every dayexperienced a change for the better ; the pulfe keeping
up almoit invariably to 100.  Her nights became nearly undif-
turbed, her appetite good, her ftrength in a great meafure re-
ftored, and the expe&oratimn, which, as mentioned, amounting
to a fu'l pint, of a purulent nature, emifting an abominable
feetor, was reduced to a little more than a t=a fpoonful of pure
mucus, and perfe@ly inoffenfive in fmell. It was my wifh that
fhe might have continued the medicine for fome weeks longer ;
‘buf being tired of medicine, and imagining he.felf fo far re-
Atored as toebe fecure from a fecond attack, ihe declined having
any thing to do with it; obferving, it wagtime enough to have
recourfe to the remedy when the difeafe fthould demand jt.——
- The redu&ion of the pulfe in this cafe®was by no means re-
markable, though on a few occafions it was pretty confiderable ;
a proof “that the good effefts of this medicine does not depend
upon the retardatiomof the circulation. Though the ftate of
 the pulfe was particularly attended to, it was impoffibie to be fo
extremely precife as Dr. Magennis was in the Cafe inferted in
S : - B your -
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your laft Number, on account of the patient. refiding at fome
diftance from the town.  No doubt, improvement may be ds-
rived from fuch accuracy, where it can be attended to; and I -
« thould have been happy to have obferved it myfelf, had it been
! poffible. In the cafe tranfmitted by Mr. Mage.nis, the pulle
was generally much reduced -towards evening, which.mav be
owing to the fyftem being then more wider the influcnce of
the medicine from the fucceflive dofes taken in the day-time.
. The conclufions drawn by the Doctorg from the internal ufe
of this medicine, L prefume, will be allowed to be extremely
~ juft'and highly beneficisl. The prefent Cafe, however, proves
(differently from that related by Dr. M.) that the Tinct. Di-
gital. is certainly diuretic, and gently aperient. & It appears that
_this medicine has a wondertul influence on the abforbeut fyf(~
tem, from the circumftance of an indolent, ferophulous tumor,
full as large as an hen’s egg, in the axilla, being totally re-
moved during its adminiftration. “Yet ths fa& is not fufficient
to warrant the conclufion, that it is on this principle we are
to account for' the modus operandi of Digitaiis; becaufe there
are other medicines (fuch as mercury for inftance) which are
fuppofed to aét particularly on the abforbents, and are confi-
dered as injurious in phthifis pulmonalis. But however fatif-
falory it might be to trace the modus operandj, it is compa-
ratively of little confequence as long as we are acquainted with
the remedy. Iam, ;

GENTLEMEN,
Plymouth Dock, Your humble fervant, L >

M', e5150p: ¢ JOHN PENKIVIL, Surgeon,

To the Editors of the Medical-and Phyfical J ozc)-n}zl, :

: GENTLEMEN,. 4 s
YOU will very much oblige me by inferting the iaclofed
Remarks in your next Number of the Medical and Phyfical-
Journal. : ; 7 ; -
: ;It is with much pleafure that I witnefs the increafing eircu~
lation of your publi¢ation among the Surgeons of the Fleet;
for in their department ®it is fingularly ufeful, by giving a com-~
pendium of all improvements, and enabling them to apply the
fame to their own practice, I am, ARl R
j GENTLEMENMy :
: - With much confideration,
R Hamoaze, - Youyr very humble fervant,
(RS 13067 _ F, TROTTER:
Nums. XIV, Bt s N
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IN the 4th volume of The Annals of Medicine, (179g)
-Dr. Yeats, of Bedford, has made fome remarks or fumigation .
with nitrous wapour, and pointed out a few ‘miftakes in my
ftatement of the fubject. 'Thefe miftakes have alread pro-)
duced an apobogy, on my part, in the 2d volume of IIZdicinq
Naygtica, y il :

On looking over my letter publifhed in the laft number of
the Medical and Phyfical Journal, I obferve the words nitrous
wapour ufed” througho 't ; my error was therefore corrected, at
]X_c’aﬁ a month, before meeting with the caftigation of Dpétor

eats. : : - ¢

In thus changing the term, becaufe the degree of oxygenation
of this vapour “as not been afcertained by its author; and be-
caufe nitrous gas implies a precife quantity of wvitaé air in com-,
bination with azote, it is not to be inferred that I mean any
compromife of opinion with either the princigles or pradtice.
The firft I hold to be vague and undefined ; and the latteris
unfupported by any clear or decifive teftimony. 'When both the
principles and praétice fhall be proved from indifputable autho-
rity, it will then remain for the favorers of fumigationto demon-
ftrate; by equally indubitable proofs, the chemical nature of that
power -or fabftance, which, only for the fake of explaining 2
Jfact, we call conTacion, ' When this is done, they will ref-
cue their darling antidote from the opprobious epithet of quack-
ery, as being the relic of a barbarous and fuperftitious age.
With relpe& to what I faid of the' combinations of azote
“with caloric and exygen, the mifconception is fuch as might
have eafily happened in quoting from memory. But the fitua-
~tion of Dr. Yeats, perhaps, does not .enable him to make al-
lowance for the fhifting fcene to 'which our ftudies are expofed.
Our motto has not been, fortiter occupa portuim. \
_Having now confefled Thy fins, let me turn to what Dr.
- Yeats calls a < further proof,” in favour ef rzitraus{umigation
arrefting the progrefs of a jail fever. The moft valuable part
of the evidence, in this inftance, is kept in the back ground,
The hiftory of the cafe is imperfet. It ought to have been
mentioned; whence this contagion came ; or how it was gene-
rated in the prifon ; whether by foul zir, damp and cold apart-

ments, a onal filth joined to irregudarities or deprefling
paflions ny of thefe caufes produced it, I can well fup-
pofe, - trating eye.and fympathizing heart of the attend-

mg phyfician ‘would quickly difcern’ them, and fec that they
were fpeedily correted, = When fuch falutary precautions are
taken, is'it fair to overlook them, and attribute every healthy
- change in  the condition’ of the patient to fumigation ? I know
it may be faid, as it has'been by all the fupporters of this Em-

-
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piricifm;  ¢hat without fumigation, cleanlinefs, ventilation, &c;
will not be fufficient. . But to this we oppofe ten thoufand facts,

. colle@ted on the largeft fcale; in the Channel Fleet ; and more

Caccumulating at the moment I am writing. W cannot be ac-

« cufed of troubling our readers with folitary cafes of infecion ;
yet there was fcarcely a cruize in which the Hofpital-fhip did
not receive patients in typhus : but no perfon was ever infected
there. It therefore becomes a folemmduty on my part, to
guard officers againft confidence in any preventive: that is in
danger of attralting their attention from means of [afety that
have received the fanétion of experience; and that difclaim all
myftery. PP R

. Lcanallow Dr. Yeats full credit for the intereft he takes in
the health of his Majefty’s naval fubjects, in this difcufion ;
and if he lookse back " to the facility with which feventeen fail
of the line and five frigates were cleared after the victory of the
First oF JunEg, he will not be afraid to truft it to the prefent
rules of practiee. When fevers become prevalent in {hips, the
eafe with which they are expelled is not ‘only more certain; but
_they no longer appear under that malignant charaéter, or fol-
lowed by the fame number of deaths, that marked their pro~
grefs in former times, This part of prophylaéic means, with~
out the'leaft jealoufy, I freely ‘confign to officers ; and if evet.
they tamely yield it 'up to the trumpery which has lately been
introduced among us, with a fuccefs that was worthy of a bet-
ter caufe, they will deferve to lofe their commiflions. + Men
who are accuftomed to fuch matchlefs prowefs in their own
profeflion, cannot be infenfible to a:duty the moft efiential to
fecure the acquifition of their reputation and fortune. gl

A mind like that of Dr. Yeats, familiarized to. inveftigation,
with a powerful chemical agent in his hands, whofe attraCiions
are well known, cowld not fail to attempt fome explanation of
its manner of operation againft contagious matter. In one
part of his critique, fpeaking-of the nitric vapour, he fays s
¢ It will ‘readily part withit, (oxygen) and thus render t-e
atmofphere purer.” Here then he fully gives up' the point,:
that it direftly attacks contagious miasmas and confequently, it
-rauft aét by meliorating the refpirable portion of the air. But
he gives no proof that the nitric -acid, convertéd into wapour,
yields oxygen to the common atmofphere.” I apprehend, if the
Do%or attends to the evolution of the fumes from the pipkins,
he will find no feparation of sxygen, unlefs it fhould be at--
tradted by fome filthy exhalations, ‘which have in their com-
polition - bydrogenous ~gas, as happened jn the dirty wards of

- the Union hofpital-fhip. If, however, Dr. Yeats means that
the only end in /iew from fumigation, ought te be to increafe
G . R g el G the
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the oxygenous quality of the atmofphere, in fick zparéments,
I fhall moft readily fubfcribe to the principle.” But, if he ad~
~ mits this, he will think alfo with me, that chemiftry, at the
prefent day, afords a procefs much fuperior to what can be ef-
fetadl by the decompofition of. nitre, or of fea falt, in the mu-
riatic acid gasy, which deftroys unpleafant fmells, in the)fame
manner as nitrous vapour neutralifes the foul efAuvia of unpu-
rified utenfils. In the wards of hofpitals, the decks of fhips,
or the cells of a jail, if windows &annot effeually throw in
. pure air, mechanical philofophy provides us with fuitable msins ;
the beft of which is, perhaps, the common bellows, fufficiently
large, and fitted_with leathern tubes,*
“"Fhat a. former contagion, fome years ago, fprgad. from this
jail to the town, is a very negative proof in favour of the -
trous fumigation nipping the' prefent fever in ohe bud. The
cells probably underwent  beneficial alterations in the interval :
if I miftake not, in this fpot Mr. Howard, the champion of
~humanityy. firft exercifed his talents. But the difference in the
conditions of life; between the vi€tims of the two fevers; might
. alfo effentially aid the means of extinction, or give the infec-
tion adlivity to fpread further, and ought to be taken into the
account. ' To thefe might be added, the feafon and ftate of the
weather. : : ; ’
Since the fecond volume of my work was publifhed, feven or
- cight fhips are added to our lift 6f infeGions; moft of the evi-
dence was collected under my'own attendance ; and a confider-
able part of that offers very new facts. Had thofe authors who
have written on' fumigation been on the fpot, inftead of read-
ing reports, I am apt to believe, very different conclufions
would -have been drawn. It is not to be expected that a prac-
tice which has -prevailed for 3-00 years, is to be quickly re~
linquifhed; but I do not defpair of ultimate fuccefs ; magna ¢f?
veritas et prevalebit. - ,

X cannot difmifs - this paper, without adverting toa fecond

~ alarm fpread copcerning the importation of the plague. Serious
indeed ! fof three fhips, laden with corn, have been deftroyed
on account of it; and at a period of the ytmoft fearcity. Itis

- much to be lamented, that the inquiriés which led to this mea-
fure, had not been publifhed for the infbrmation of the medical
world. The peace of fociety can never be preferved, if fuch,
[ . 2 " .+ alarms

. * For al] purpofes of ventilation, I would recommend the means of throw- -
ing in pure air inta fhips, cells, ‘or wards, by mechanical.apparatus, if win-
«dows and ports are infufficient, in preference to the figga.ive method of €x-
wadting foul air. . s - e . : &
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alarms are to be repeateds Could no advocate for fumigation
be found, who would hazard the reputation of the nitrous va-
sur, on the iffue of a trial that might have faved food for fifty
tthoufand human beings ? :
Felix, heu nimium felix ! fi littora tantum,
¢ Nunquam Dardaniz tetigiffent noftra carinz.

But this fubject will occupy more of our attention, ﬂgoﬁld 2

few years of peace ever enable us to give a more correct and
fyftematic arrangement of our nautical labours.
G d

“ To the Editors of the Medical and»ﬁ?széal Iou‘rna{,

e
GENTLEMEN,

I Have taken the liberty of communicating to you the follow-
ing cafe of Hydrocephalus Internus, (it having occurred-fince I
fent the other cafes) if you think it worth inferting in the
Medical and Phyfical Journal. T remain, = £
1 - GENTLEMEN,
w iy ; Your obliged and humble fervant,
Bath, Feb, 8, 1800, Ps . 2 W. WHITE.

ANNE SPENCER, aged 39, of a2 common fanguine tem-
perament, who had had occafional attacks of head-ach’ up-
wards of four months, attended with chillinefs _and epileptic
fits; but did not come undér my immediate care till within
‘nine days of her-death: fhe then complained of a violent head-
ach, and could ngt bear an erect pofture:  the fits alfo recurred
very often, although they only continued a few minutes.
There-was no 'unnatural appearance of the eyes, except thatI
<obferved, two.days prior to her death, the pupil of the lefteye
to be more dilated than that of the right; the next day, how-
ever, it appeared the fame as the other: and it may be worthy
of remark, that fhe even appeared to retain her tight till within

* a’few minutes of her death. Except during the fits, fhe ap-
peared fenfible. Her appetite was very good, but”fhe fome-
~_times vomited ; her pulfe, during the whole of the time, was
preternatutally flow ; tongue was clean; bowels were coftive.
- "Che application of leeches, blifters, &c. appeared ‘to relieve
her much from the violence of the pain, but the difeafe termis
nated fatally in a fit of apoplexy. . - ‘ _ 3T
On exanyning the head, the veffels of the dura and pig a-
: . 2 o 1 -
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- ter ware found extremely turgid with blood ; and about two
ounces of clear fluid were found in the ventricles,’which was
neither coagulable by heat, nor by the concentrated acids.

\ )

Tolhe Editors of the Medical and Plyfical Journal.
G ENTLEMEN, s

HE utility of a publication like your Journal muft be to
every one extremely obvious; but if any new mode of practice
recommended, 1s introduced, which is not the refult of ample,
or, I may fay, true experience, the moft-dangetous confe-
quences are likely to accrue; hence, how neceflary it is for
every medical man, before he publifhes to the tworld any new
‘remedy, to be particularly exact in his diagnofis between the
difeafe " ir which it is employed, and other diforders; and aifo
moft accurate in his obfervations as to the real effeéts produced
on the fyftem by fuch a remedy. i : >

Some. time ago, I perufed a letter in the' 8th Number of
your excecllent Jcurnal, on .the effe&s of venzfe&ion and
opiumy written by Dr. Huggan, of the Weft Kent regiment
of militia, wherein he endeavours to prove, that the former
remedy may be fafely, and more fuccefsfully, fuperfeded by the
ufe of the latter. Now, as no anfwer to this letter has yet
appeared, I think it my duty to make fome obfervations on it,
particularly as the welfare and even the very exiftence of the
fick perfon, in many inftances, depend on the judicious employ-
ment of ene of thefe two means. . - :

The author, after pointing out the many advantages of a

regimental furgeon, begins, by affuring us, that where his
piqt?‘g??%f’f%@gﬁ%’d;ﬁr‘gfmm others, tb‘:yg are Yhe refult of expe-
rience only, be having no theory to ferve. But in proceeding a
little further, the gentleman is fo truly unfortunate as to hold,
out a theory, which he appears to make the very bafis of all
his praétice ; for after afferting that venzfection is unneceflary
in any difeafe whatever (which I hope to prove is a mere afler-
tion) he begs the gueftion, by faying, ¢ If we® grant that every
-deviation from the healthy ftate denotes debidity, either general
or partial, furely whatever has a tendency to debilitate further,
it is reafonable to fuppofe, ought to be carefully avoided.”
. This is a propofition that, with certain reftriétions, muft always
hold good ; but “to_admit of it fo generally as the, gentlen'lan
feems to demand, would be throwing afide thofe diftin&ions fo
eflentially neceflary in many difeafes. - It maybe faid, at the-
; e & oy ~ veginning
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beginning of fevers, there is debility ; but may there not ¥e. fuch
a re-actiony in many cales of fever, as to fet afide the idea of
- ‘debility ? or, may there not, in the firft ftage, be fuch an oppref~
efion from the feverity of the attack, as to have little or no re- -
a&ion, and the cafe be thus miftaken for real uebility, when
large bleedings, and other evacuations, would.give freedom to
the circulation, and prevent the fatal confequences that fo fre-
quently enfue ? : .

I am led to make thefe queries fromeny own obfervations
and experience in pneumonic complaints, having been called
uponf\‘o attend fome military men, where almoft every patient
attacked with the fever died, becaufe it was fuppofed to be of
the typhoid kind, from the great apparent debity at the com-

~mencement ;e till it was proved, by a very liberal ufe of the lan-
cet, that there was a moft violent inflammatory diathefis, and a
want of re-altion. For it was a faét, that few or none died
a{terwards, under the timely employment of the antiphlogiftic
plan. E : :

I am not the only one who is of opinion that we have many
difeafes as oppofite in their nature as poffible, which of courfe
require a contrary kind of treatment; however, I fhall only
now allude to pneumonia, or inflammation of the lungs and
pleura, and the typhus mitior of Dr. Cullen, or what is mofkt
generally known under the appellation of low nervous fever. I
will venture to affirm, that every pradtitioner of difcernment,
who has feen thefe two affetions in their moft exquifite
ftate, cannot but have noticed, that in the former there exifts
an evident increafed action, or energy of the vafcular fyftem
{except in thofe inftances of oppreffion above mentioned ); in
the latter, fymptoms of debility from the.very commencement,
and through the whole of the diforder ; therefore, as this is fo
clearly the cafe, the moft rational method that I can conceive of
treating inflammatery complaints, is by employing, inftead of
ftimulants, means which diminifh the increafed excitement,
fuch as vemefadtion, &c. and a rigid adherence to the anti-
phlogiftic plan ; not by adding fuel to the fire, fo clearly exe—-
plified in the adminiftration of opiates ; for ever blifters cannot

. be applied with any degree of fafety in violent pneumonic com-
plaints, unlefs preceded by the above means (a fa&t, well known
to every accurate obferyer), and much lefs can fuch a powerful
ftimulant as opium be given ; for, if the inflammatory diathefis is
ot fufficiently fubdued, they never fail to increafe the dyfpncea
and other fymptoms ; but when judicioufly adminiftered” in’the
latter ftages, when the expé@oration is thin and copious, and
the cough urgent, the happieft effects may be expeéted from
them, g_f‘es'; daily obferyation convinces us that this pra&iqﬁ :
7 - o Wil
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will 8 certainly anfwer, as the proper ufe of ftimulants in real
afthenic complaints, where phlebotomy would be a5 indubitably -
injurious, as opium prefcribed for thofe of the fthenic kind.

This I conceive to be the opinion .of the moft celebrate
phyficians ofethe paft, as well as prefent ages, and which has
of gourfe been fubftantiated by fuch an unlimited and true ex- |
perience, as ought to make any praditioner cautious in his at-
tempts te eftablith, as falls, whatever tends to overthrow a
do&rineé fo confirmed: :

I will readily concur with the author, that a prevalence of *
any particular mode of practice is not a convincing prooy of its
utility, or even fafety; but, furely, the gentleman will allow
others to be as.mareful in their obfervations as himfelf : indeed,
a man muft be uncommonly weak to perfift in a reutine, which,
proves more detrimental than falutary; but a practice fo eftab-
lithed, by daily occurring faéts, (as that for which I am now
arguing) will, I believe, never be fubverted by one fo truly in-
congruous as that which the gentleman has advanced. -

“The author will no doubt appeal to the cafes which have been
publithed in fupport of his affertion. I totally agree with him,
that cafes, with their fymptoms juftly and accurately detailed,
with the experiments made.on them, befides being productive
of the greateft benefit to mankind in general, are fufficient to
warrant the ufe of a particular remedy; but a few cafes only,
ought not to fatisfy any praQitioner. I muft take the liberty
to fay, that there does not appear to me a fingle cafe in point,
among the author’s fele@ion, by which his aflertion can be.
afcertained; nor has he been very minute in his details of the
few cafes he has publifhed; circumftances that muft render
them very unfatisfatory. It is not improbable that the lofs of
blood, in fome of the cafes of contufion, might have prevented
the coming on of bad fynfptoms ; though, indecd, in moft of
‘them, the injury does not feem to-have been fo great as to
make one apprehend danger from opium j#alfo, in the pneumo-

" nic cafe, the fymptoms appear to have been fo mild that 4 reco-
very might have happened as foon (or fooner) without the ufe -
of it; perhaps ghe effets of the firft dofe were counteraéted by
the union df the calomel with it, which might have acted on
the bowels, and a catharfis have been prodeced, or the affeétion
might have been more (pafmodic than inflammatory : the others
were evidently fpaimodic, and, as fuch, opium was certainly
. requifite, particularly when in combination with a cathartic.
~ We haye only now to confider the latter part of Dr. Hug-
gan’s letter, relating to the opinion of Dr. Trotter, concerning
- ague, where the author again afferts, that he is confident, blood-
* letting will never be found neceffury.  But I muft beg lca'}?f-?m
; ‘ : 1 st e dIicH
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- differ from (him alfo in this inftance, and coincide with Dr. F.
“that in fome inftances venzfeion s indifpenfabké. I had a cafe
Jn point, not long fince: A foldier, who after having had feve-
#al returns of an ague, was {cized with a mof* violent dry
cough, . from imprudent expofure to cold,.and which, during
every lot fit, was attended with pain and difficulty in refpira~
tion ; he was almoft inftantly relicved by a large bleeding ; and
what is worthy of remark, the bark appegred greatly to aggra-
vate the cough previous to his lofing blood 5 but after it, a
{peedy, recovery from the ufe of the bark was the confequence.
I now flatter mylelf the unprejudiced reader will do me the
juftice to acknowledge, that {ufficient arguments have beeniad-
duced to contgovert the opinion of Dr, Hugean an opinion in
Gts nature fo calculated to miflead young and inexperienced
praftitioners, - as to be produtive of the moft fatal confe-
‘quences. -If what he fuppofes be true, that every derangemnent
of the [yftem depends on debility, the neceffary quantity of blood
taken away in fome inftances muft induce irreparable mifchief;
but, on.the contrary, we find the recovery to happen frequently
much fooner than any body, a priori, would imagines 1 fhall

therefore conclude, with briefly mentioning two cafes in: point.
‘The firft was that of a man labouring under pneumonia in the
Clinical Ward of the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh, and un-
der_ that judicious and admirable praétitioner, the:prefent Dr.
Gregory. ‘This patient had loft about a pound of blood, be-
fore his admiffion, and the fymptoms being very fevere, Dr. G.
advifed a large bleeding, which greatly relieved the pain and
dyfpncea; © but thefe fymptoms returning, he loft eighteen:’
ounces more, with fome relicf.  On the third day, they recur-.
red as.violent as before, and _thirty-two ounces were taken
away ata fingle bleeding ; the nex- morning Dr. G. thinking.
a repetition neceflary, twenty-two ounces more were taken
from him 5 fo that, figft and Jaft, this man loft above an bundred -
ounces of blood, whiéh, ‘according to the calculation of phyfio-
logifts, was full (or more than) a fourth part of this circulating
mafs.  And after this treatment, to my great {urprife, his pulie
rémained full and ftrong, cven to the time of hisdifrifial.

The other was a ﬁxpilar cafe, which very lately fell under t’ny'
own obfervation 3 this man loft near eighty ounces of blood,
znd to which I almoft efftirely attributed his recovery, '

A maxim of Galei’s now prefents itfelf to my thind, viz.
Reté[o;z as a praélitionery and practise with reafon. o
By inferting the above in your next Journal, you will greatly

oblige, L SENTERGRN, A e S
e Your humble fervane, = =

- Hythe, Kent, March 8, 1300, ) : W. D. DRAY.
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To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Journal, |
GENTLEMEN, 3 Sl
THE inclofed having  been well thought of by feveral of -
my medical acquaintance, to whofe opinions I have always paid
. great deference, and drawn from Dr. Remmett fome collateral
‘remarks, which I conceive to be very valuable, and of which,
at my particular requeft, the Doftor has permitted me:té make
what ufe I judge proper; 1 am encouraged to offer it for in-
fertion in yo.. much approved. Journal ; and at the fame time,
‘o .dﬂﬁl‘e| you will fubjoin to it, Dr. Remmettés letter, as I
know not how to’id-ifpof]e of it better, than by giving it a place -
in a work which fo generally obtains, and csnnecting it with
the circumftance that gave rife to it. I am, ik 3

=" GENTLEMEN, ¥ 3
. Plymouts Bock, -~ Y our moft obedient humble fervant,
_February 22, 180, _ RICHARD DUNNING.
DEar S.xx,

- HAVING Iately had a cafe of firangulated Hernia under my--
management, the removal of which I attribute, in a great mea-
fure, if not wholly, to the exhibition of the Fox-glové, I wifh to
Atate to you a few minutes of it, and to requeft .(if you judge it
Worth while) that you’ll forward them to Dr. Ferriar, to whom
Iam of opir ion, that every faét or obfervation arifing from the
0 excellent remedy fthould be addrefled, as a well-earned
acK edgement of the juft difcrimination and great abilities,
~evinced by him in his late very valuable 2nd difpaffionate com-
munication to the medical world on tlﬁ’tfubje&. And I am
the more readily induced to afk this of you, becaufe I know
<~ith how much earneftnefs, you are, at all times, and on all oc-
cafions, embasked in promoting the beft interefts of the profel-
fion; and becaufe alfo, I know that your attention is at prefent

yeryip arly engaged. in the inveftifation and appreciation
of this novel, or rather revived medicine. It may not, perhaps
be irrev - 1

P Irrevelant to remark, that judging from what we know of

~the general ceconomy of Providence, it is not very probable
‘that this beautiful lant, which is almoft every where, for fe-
‘veral months ‘in tge ‘year, challenging ‘and even commanding

_our obfervation, by the luxuriance of an elegant and ftately
Hower, fhould have been given us mercly as an-ornament. to

s e
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?

_onal and mere important charalter. , : %
A. B. between fixty and feventy years old, of a firong, hale
» conftitution, had many years been fubject to a 1arg'¢ {crotal her-
*nia, and had many times fuffered {ymptoms of ffanzulation for
ten or twelve hours; bit had hithecto, after a fiftlle reft, with-
out. any medical afliftance” whateyer, been himfelf able t§ re-
place it. When I was lately called to him, it had been down
_ nearly thirty hours, though he had, as ufgul, refted himfelf, and
had made more violent attempts than formerly, to reduce it.
Thétumour was large, hard; very tenfe, and extremely painful
to the touch. ' He comp'ained of exceffive thirlt; and his ,prxh(q
was very full and ftrong, I immediately bled him.largely ; and
- after havingemade long, though gentle, iﬂbﬁ#é’%;\l' efforts. to
reduce the hernia; ordered a clyfter to b ed as foon :

poffible, the pzsts to be conftantly coverec

ot *fields and he&g‘es"—-I believe it about to affume an additi-

with feveral folds
of linen cloth, wetted in a cold folution of fal ammoniac and
nitre in vinegar and water, and forbade every thing which could
have the fmalleft tendency to keep up inflammation. Calling
feveral hours afterwards, 1 was concerned to find that no ad=
vantages had been obtained from what had yet been donej; I
thought, indeed, every fymptom aggravated: the tumonr was
not lefs tenfe, certainly: more painful; the pulfe harder, the
thirft unabated, the heat and drynefs of the fkin extreme ; and
there was about him that reftleffoefs and anxious diftrefs which
we frequently obferve in cafes of thig nature. p R o
As the fecond attempt was as unfuccefsful as the firft, I began
to think very badly of his fituation, and that nothinz but an
_early operation would give my poor patient a chance of elcape s
. when, perhaps fortunately for bim, the Digitalis occurred
and T was inftantly moft forcibly ftruck with the idea, that this
was-one of thofe cafes, of all others, the moft likely to be be~
nefited by the ufos of it. I"accordingly gave him, Pulv. disi-
tal. (the powder was moft carefully prepared) gr.fi».k opii colat.
- gr. i. calomel gr. iv. together with a-draught, in which' were
xx drops of the tin&uare of Fox-glove, made from the green
leaves ; and dire@ted thefe remedies to be rapeated every four or
fix hours. Soon after the firft dofe, however, hé became evident—
ly eafier ; and verydhortly after the fecond, he fell into the.moft
. complete ftate of relaxation fhort of faintnefs, and into the
moft perfect calm, I ever remember to have feen.  The tenfion
of the general fyftem, and; along with it that of the tumoury
having {o completely given way, 1 was enabled to reduce the
- contents of the latter by the moft inconfiderable prefure; and I
- had the great fatisfattion to fee my paticnt recover, in the courfe
-of a few days,, without interruption. : St
: e el Gua2 ' - Fhat
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That thefe-moft defirable effefts might have. been entirely
. the confequences of the, opium and calomel, without an auxili-
“ary; I cannot venture to deny. Be this, however, ‘as it may, |
I muft be allowed to fay, that I have never hitherto obferved
any thing fo decifive from their ufe in fimilar cafes ; that there-)
fore, I cannofhelp feeling myfclf under fome obligations to the
Foxmeglove in this inftance; and confider it a duty not to fuffer
this cafe, though a folitary one, to pafs by unnoticed. =
o s I am, DEAR Sir,
: *  Acall times, with great refped,
Plymouth Dock, Your moft obedient humble fervopnt,
Feb, 20, 1800, - . RICHARD DUNNING.
- To Dz, RemmeTT., - i

Yo P

e
A . To Mr. DUNNING.
My pear SiR, S
YOU have very highly gratified me, by making me the in-

- frument of conveying to Dr. Ferriar your Cafe of ftrangu-
lated Hernia, accompanied by fentiments of refpe& for him, in
which I heartily join. And I beg leave to offer you my un-
feigned thanks for the very liberal teftimony you have' given to
my poor endeavours to fupport the credit of a profeflion, whofe
true- interefts have indeed been long'among the firft withes of
my heart.

- _Your Cafe contains 2 moft important fuggeftion, the refult
of very found judgment, both with refpe@ to the diforder and
the remedy. Any more than yourfelf, I will not attempt to
deterntine the exal degree of bencfit which was produced by
the Digitalis's ‘but I have nagoubt, that in the future treatment

- of colic,"as well as in cafes of firangulated Hernia, whether at-
tended with {ymptoms of  confiderable inflammation or not, as
alfo in other inftances of fixed fpalm, fuch as locked jaw and
the like, the Fox-glove will be found a moft important aid.
Tue atony,  induced by i, is more complete than can be effedt-
-ed by any other tmeans with which I am acquainted. I am,

S - My DEAR/STR, '
- | With great regard} v
~ "~ Moft truty, your’s, €

. B.B. REMMETT."

-

 Plimouth,
Feb. 21, 1800
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To the Eclitors of the Medical and Plyfical Journal.

GENTLEMEN,

CONCEIVING your correfpondent, Mr. PEck, to Jhave
mifupprebended the natyre of my caie, on “ the adhefion of the
placenta,” noticed by him inthe laft Journal ; by inferting the
annexed elucidation of it, you will much, oblize, 7

ENTLEMEN, e

« Qiceadilly, Your’s, refpectfully,
March 7, 31800. X :H.'DAVI’ES.
: Fhs s e

. 5 &, ARy =

THAT the placenta, in all cafes where no difficulty occurs,
fhould be ecarydelivered, is a fentiment perfectly confonant
with found practice.  Nature alone, when unaflifted by Art,
points out the propriety of it, by its fpeedy expulfion after the
birth of the feetus. But as it is retained in utero, now and .
then, by various caufes, it behoves the practitioner to adapt
his mode of treatment, as nearly as he can, to the nature of
the circumftance occafioning the retention. :

Myr. Peck has only mentioned two -caufes of its retention,
viz. ¢ the rupture of the funis, and the irregular contra&ion of
the uterus.” T think a third fhould have been added, which,
in my opinion, is far more formidable than either of the former,
namely, a firm adbefion of aconfiderable part of the placenta to the
internal furface of the uterus’; which 1s not unfrequently
cafe, and not eafily detached without either endangering an in-:
verfion, ‘if forcibly' attempted, or producing fymptoms of irri-
tation, if long continued ; and thofe of fo alarming a nature,
that the patient has been known To fink under the opetation ;
of which melanchdly circumftance, I was once a painful fpec-
tator- - . ; PEes
_This was, in a great meafure, the ftate of my patient’s cafe,
which M. P. condefcended to comment upon; with whon=1

_am by no means difpleafed; but, on the contuary, obliged for

what he conceived to be ufeful hints. Yet, as fome theories,
rigidly perfifted in,® will not apply in all cafes; a deviation,

. therefore, from eftablified rules, under certain circumftances,

will not only be juftifiable, but indifpenfable. = =
I mentioned that the exbauffion of my patient was the caufe
pof defiting from my attempt to fcparate the placenta then.
.'_[\/Ir._‘PT inquires into the caufe of the exhauftiom; and replies,
that it was the haemorrhage ; from whom I beg leave to differ,
-and do not hefitate to affirm, it was owing to the fatigllt;’_cca;
: : , ione
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~ fioned by the previous labour, together with the irritation ,;)ro,-v
duced in endeavouring to detach the placenta from Xs adhefion

' to the uteruss for no material hemorrhage had taken place ar
that time, which 1 thought fully juftified me in giving the pa-s
tient a longer #efpite ;3 and when f found, after waiting a while,®
its tgndency to, #ncreafe, 1 proceeded to remove the caufe, by
extracting as much as I could of it with fafety, leaving lt‘xe re-
mander to the powers of the {yftem,. invigorated by the plan
I hinted at in the relation of the cafe, which fully anfwered my
expeftations ; and, if a fimilar'cafe occurs ‘in the courfe of my
practice, Ir'igqulcf not think myfelf warranted to proceed fipon
any different plan. £hi : :

‘Having faidSus much in vindication of the pra&ice, I now

- difmifs the fubjet, taking it for granted, that every praltitioner
will be {tudious to adopt that mode of treatment, which will
appear to be moft conducive to the welfare of his patient, as
well as his own reputation. And as a difference of opinion
‘will more or lefs. obtain upon moft fubje&s, it is but candid to
hope that this very difference may ultimately tend to “peneral
atility oot S B s - S

Zo t'?’z_-e Editors of the Mecdical and: Phyfical Journal.
‘GEN‘TL’EM’EN, G e :

SHOULD‘ the following obfervations be  thought worthy

3 place in_ your ufeful Journal, you will oblige me by inferting

them in your next Number. 'L am,” ‘
= . (GENTLEMEN, - St S

: 5 Your’s, rafpe&fully, .

: GEO. CUSTANCE.

nfie

1800,

- PERHAPS shere is* no difeafe incident t6 the human body,
more general, or more troublefome, than the Piles: ~ Not only.
are aged perfons and pregnant women oft®n’ tormented by this
painful diforder, but young people are every frequently fubject
toit. It is'peculiarly. diftrefling to many young females, who,

- from a fenfe =f delicacy, conceal their diforder, or make it
" known to none but fome female friend, who temporizes with:
~ the trial of a variety of noftrums which afford little or. no relief.
I-know of no difotder, in the treatment of which medical

, men appear more implicitly to have imitated their predec |

SpiiN;
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Lenitive eleCtuary, lac fulph. and nitre, have been the reigning
~ triumvirate fo long, that any attempt to dethrone them may be’
. deemed high treafon againft their eftablithed authority. I al-
elow, that when Piles are the mere effeét of pregnancy, thefe
aperient medicines may be very uleful, and all ‘that is needful 5
but ekperience proves, that purgatives afford no furtherarclief-
than removing occafional coftivenefs, which, I am of opinion,
is more frequently the effeét than: the .cau‘fe of Piles in nfen,
‘and in women not pregnant. Dr. Cullen; and others, have
confgdered the Piles as depending on confitutional plethora s,
but, with deference to fuch high authority, I am inclined to
think they are a /local affetion of the reCtum. Dr. H. Smith
has defined the Piles to be ¢ a difeafe which @&fives its origin
from an effufion of blood into the cellular rane of, and
furrounding the re¢tum’;”- and advifed < anodyne and repellent
Jiniments and fomentations, keeping open the body by gentle,
cooling purgatives ;” thefe often prove palliatives where there
are any external excrefcences, but will ‘generally be found in- -
effectual for the inward Piles. Confidering the fulnefs and
pain which are felt in this ftate of the diforder, to depend ona
relaxed ftate of the coats of the rectum, occafioning a flower
circulation of the blood, in that part; than in the healthy ftate, .
I have long been in the habit of adminiftering anodyne and .
aftringent injections; which I have found very fuccefsful in com=
“pletely . removing: the Piles, efpecially in young perfons. The
injection I always ufe is the following; the proportion of each
ingredient being varied according to circumftances. =
. K. Tinct. Ferri muriati 3ij; tnét. opii zi to zij; decoét.
hordei ziv. M. ft. enema bis de die injiciend. = Xig
. Proper attention being paid to diet will commc revent
coftivenefs ; and bark, with other ftimulants, I am perfuaded,
~ will be found more beneficial than purging medicines ; as, by
{trengthening the tone of the vifcera, their natural fun&tiens
are gradually reftored. It is manifeft that thefe injections are
.not propofed as remedies for extcrnal excrefcences, which may
be removed by ligature, in moft cafes, without any danger.

o To DEERRADLEY T
Drar'Sig, 8 i

10 you not think with: me, that the admirers of Mayow,
_in their ardeur to refcue from a fuppoled “oblivion the memory
- of an ingenious man, have attributed to him difcoveries which
v ~ A 7’ ." s % o iy 5 O ’ belong
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belong indifputably to the chemifts of the prefent day? T read
him, nearly twenty years ago, "in confequence of what was faid
of him by the tranflator of Scheele’s Treatife on Air and Fire,
who, I believe‘ was the late learned naturalift, Reinold Forfter;
but, though I perufed his work with much pleafure, I did not
feel myfelf juftified in faying more of him in my Thelis de

Agre Dephiogifticato, Fdinb. 1782, than ¢ quae in feculo
- pradterito de aére dephlogifticato auguratus ¢/t ifte ingeniofiffi-
mus Mayow, experimentis pulcherrimis comprobavit celeberri-
mus Prieftley,” p. 31. It is an abufe of language to calzhim
the difcoverer of an aérial fluid which he never faw, nor even
attempted to obtain. Dr. Craue, in the Gent. Mag. for Jan.
- 48, goes fartner back, and tells us, that Bathurft, fo long ago
as 1654, “knew what oxygen” pas ¢“was,” becaufe he fpeaks
of  pabulum nitrofum,”’ et  fpiritus aéris nitrgsus.”  But, if
fuch expreflions are ‘admitted as proofs of a knowledge of oxy-
gen gas, I can go back to Sendivogius, who, according to Bo-
erhaave, has faid, that #he Jood of life lies in the air;”* and

)

~

Hdhenheim, commonly known by the name of Paracelfus, who,

in his Treatife de Morbis Metallicis, writes- as follows, ¢« Et
veluti ventriculus cibum fuum digerit, partim in eorporis nu-
trimentum illum vertens, partim reliquias ex corpore extur-
bans: fic idem etiam de aéré judicandum eft, cyjus pars una
digeritur & confumitury altera excernitur Jpecie excrementi.’’+
The’ lateft of the panégyrifts of Mayow tells his reader,
that he “ will probably be furprifed to f?,nd the following ac-
_count of the formation of the acids*in fo old a writer ; for it
is exa€lly fimilar to the explanation which the new difcove-
ries have given rife to.”” “ The fulphuric acid, Mayow fays,
is formed by the union of fire-air particles with the SJulphur
during eombuftion.”} - Maycy aflerts no fuch thing ; he fup-
pofes common fulphur to”be a compound ‘body, compofed of
- pure fulphur and a certain falt of ‘a fixed, or rather of a me-
tallic nature. The particles of this-falt, during the deflagra-
tion of the fulphar, he conjeftures, are fo aitered by the me-
clianical altion of the nitro-aérial particles, as to be changed
from a. folid, to @ fluid form, becoming the corrofive acid li- .

quor known by the name of fpirit of fulphur, “ Suppono
fulphur commune praeter . particulas fulpfiureas puras putas,

Jalem quendain indplis Jixaey feu potius metallicge, particulis ejus

z

7% Boerh, Chem.'..:bAy Shaw, ‘i, 419. Boerh. Pfatﬁ:l.,ab Hallero;  ii.
pote.  Obf, 241, : i e
1 Paracelf, Operai. 707. fol. 1658.

. T Obfervations on the claims of the moderns to fome d’coverics inwéh"g“é o<

miltry and phyfiology, by G, D, Yeats, M. B, 1798, $vo. p: 23.

{ulphureis

218,
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fulphereis ftri&iflime conjun&um continere 5 quae quidem pars
falina nonnunquam in cryftallos concrefcit, dum fulphur a fpi-
ritu terebinthinae diffolvitar. Porro annotandum eft, flammam
fulphuris accenfi, .uti etiam flammam quamcunque in eo con--
fiftere, quod particulae materiae deflagrantis fulphureae; et

** nitro-aéreac mutuo fe motu velociffimo exagitant: Jam vero
cum particulae fulphuris falinae minutifiime divifae, particalis
ejus fulphureis arctiflime implicantur, fieri contigit, ut in {ul-
phuris deflagratione, (dum, viz. particulae ejus fulphureae €t
nitro-aéreac mutuo fe motu igneo exagRant) particulae ful- |
phuris_ falinae, particulis ejus fulphureis adhzrentes, crebris
particz}z’arum nitro-agrearum iflibus wverberentur atterantur com-
minuanturque 5 ita Ut particulae eae falinae f[@pius attritac et
contufae, tandem inflar gladiolorum exacuantur ec®infuper adeo
attenuentury uf eaedem arigidis [olidifgue in flexiles fluidafgue
convertantur.  Particulae vero fulphuris falinae, quae antea
. indolis fixae fuetant, poftquam ita exacuantur et ad fluorem
perducuntur, in liquorem acrem acidumque convertuntur ; fpiri-
tumque fulphuris vulgarem, uti verifimile eft; conftituunt.””*

. Mayow regarded his {piritus nitro-aéreus, as one of his two-
ingredients of nitrous acid ; but he did not confider it as Lavoi- -
fier did oxygen, as a component part of all the'acids. He fup- -
pofed it eapable of combining both with acids and alkalies, and
he imagined that its prefence increafed their ativity, and ren-
dered them cauftic, / « Prazterae ficut fal acidum, ita etiam fa-
fixum calcis vivae, (for he believed an acid and an alkali to
exift in quick lime) ob particulas igneas in diuturna calcina-
tione ei infixas, fumme mordax igneumque fa&um eft. Ete-
nim annotandum eft, quod licet particulae nitro-aéreae igneze-
que .indolis falinae firt, eae tamen neque fali acido neque al-
cali contrariae funt; fed e contra eorum alterutri combinatae
Vires ejufdem augenty igneafque reddunt.”” p.230. See alfo, p.-
22. ‘I'hat he believed this combin3tion not to be a chemical
union, is evident from what follows:  Jam vero cum parti-
culae nitro-aéreae fali acido &fixo calcis, confertim infixae
fint fieri contingit ut falia illa contraria particularum nitro-
aérearum iis utrifque congruarum mediatione. ab invicem deti-
neantur, & veluti reconcilientur; ita ut fe mutuc adoriri inque
fe invicem ggere nequeant; dum vero falia ifta aqua diluta funt,
Yla particulas igneas ®& parte [altem deponunt, & minus acria
- evadunt : uti manifeftumeerit, fi falia fixa igni violentioti com-
miffa, poftea in aqua folvantur ; ita enim falia en, quae ab igne
fumme acria & cauftica evaferunt, acrimoniam deponent, & in

_* Mayow Tratatus, 1674, p. 345 S
Nume. XIV. X x : priftinum .
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priftinum effe remigrabunt. Unde fit ut falia caleis ‘contyaria,’
poftquam ea in aqua foluta funt, tum demum in fe invicem
agere, mutuoque effervefcere idonea fint.” p. 230. Thefe
paflages ferve to explain what he means, when, fpeaking of
* the acids; he fays, ¢ Quoad differentiam liquorum acidorum,’
cam a diverf®ate falium, e quibus iidem conftituuntur, proce-
deregputandum eft : uti etiam abeo, quod falia fixa nung magis
nunc vero minus a {piritu nitro-aéreo atterantur exacuentur-
qee: & tamen inter falia acida quaecunque affinitas magna eft
& fimilitudo; inque .is omnibus particulae nitro-aéreae igneae-
que veluti in fubjecio idoneo hofpitantur.” p. 44. This pafiage,
1 apprehend, induced Dr. Yeats to fuppofe Mayo td have
anticipated Lavoifier in histheory of acidity, and to imagine
that the form_~ confidered his fpiritus nitro-aéreus to be a com-
ponent part, not only of the nitrous but of all the acids. But.
if ‘'we attend to Mayow’s account of the formation of the ni-
. trous acid, we fhall find him ufing a more precife language.
¢« Ex iis quae di&ta funt, haud difficile erit intellectu, quomodo
fpiritus acidus nitri in terfa generatur. Etenim alibi oftenfum
eft, terram fertilem nihil aliud efle quam fulphur & fal fixum,
utraque immatura, arcliffimo foedere invicem combinata; &
utique terrae gleba atropurpurea colcothari haud multum ab
fimilis effe videtur; nifi quod in hoc fulphur cum fale me-
tallico, in, illa autem cum fale fixo conjun&um fit. Sicut
ergo {piritus nitro-aéreus cum particulis fulphuris vulgaris
motu igneo effervefcens, item cum particulis falina fulphureis
colcotharis aeftu magis remiffo congreflus, particulas eorum
falino-metallicas citius aut tardius exacuit & ad fluorem per-
ducit: ita fpiritus idem nitro-aéreus pro penetrantiffima fua
indole in terrac penetralia defcendens, ibidem fulphur ter-
reftre adoritur, cumque eodem motu obfcuro exacftuans, par-
ticulas falinas in ejus finu ftriGtius detentas atterit, attenuat,’
exacuitque, ita ut eaedeni tandem flexiles liquidee fummeque
‘acpes evadant., Particulae terrae falinaec shoc modo ad fluo-
rem eveltae hofpitium idoneum fiunt, in quo particulae ni-
tro-acreae Tecondantur detineanturque: ab iis autem uirif-
gue [lridtim anitis {piritum nitri, qualis difkillatione elicitur,
conftitutum efie arbitror.”” p. 43. And, in his recapitulation,
¢ Ex iis quae hatenus di&a funt, aliquatenus conftare arbitror,
e quibus fal nitrum principiis componimur. Nempe videtur
idem e fale triplici conftitutum effe; querum alterum magis ac-
tivum ab acre profapiam ducit, idemque naturam aethercam ig-
neamque obtinet s fal hoc Architedtus ex materia terreftri we-
bz'cﬂu_lum Jalinum_fibi excudit, in quo veluti in Jubjeéto idoneo hof-
* pitatur ; vehiculum illud falinum wna cam Jale igneo fibi infito
fpiritum nitri conftituit; qui mox ab ortu fuo cum falibus ter-
o fixis, ad juftam maturitatem perdudlis, congreditur ; cum=
i Savusee - que
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que iisdem in nitrum vulgare coalefcit,” p. 46. And again,
¢ Et ita demum Mercurius nitro-aéreus pro furtiva fua indole,
efulphuris hoftis fui territoria clanculum ingrefus, conjuge il-
ud fua falina fpoliavit, cui tandem ipfe tanguam Aponfac idincae
maritafus, in.illius amplexu pro infelici conjugii fato fixus & pene
obrutus fuccumbit.”” p. 51. T
Such is the theory of Mayow, in which he has been fuppofed
by fome to have znticipated Dr. Prieftley ig his difcovery of oxy-
gen gas, Mr. Cavendifh in that of the component parts of ni-
trous\acid, and the ever to be regretted Lavoifier in his theory
of acids! Mayow’s fpiritus nitro-aéreus has been very generally
confidered as oxygen gas; and in my thefis I inferted it as a fy-
nonym of dephlogifticated air, not having then read his chapter
De Luce, which contains the following paffage: Quoad me-
dium cujus impulfu radii lucis tranfmittuntur, non eft credendum

illud ipfum aérum efle; fiquidem lux etiam in vitro aére vacuo,

admodum intenfe propagari poteft. Qua propter verifimile eft,
praeter particulas nitro-aéreas particulis aéreis infixas, particu-
las nitro-aéreas alias iifdem interfperfas efle, earumque interfti-
tia quaecunque adimplere. Id quod exinde colligimus, quo-
niam radii folares etiam in vitro ex quo aér exhauritur, ope
vitri uftorii colle@i, revera ignefcunt. Etenim pulvis pyrius ab
iifdem ibidem accendi, & etiam materia fulphurea eorum calore
fublimari poteft : calorem autem ignemque non nifi a particulis
nitro-aéreis in motum concitis oriri, jam antea oftendere cona-
tus fum. Ut videatur etiam in lco aére deftituto particulas
nitro-aireas exiflere; ignemque a radiis folaribus fpeculi ape,
coaltis, ibidem conflatum, in eo confiftere quod particulae
nitro-aéreae in punéto illo in quo ra¥ii ifti concurrunt, adeo
impelluntur, ut eaedem in motum plane igneum concitantur.”
P- 199. And a little after, *“ Porr> lucem a particularum nitro-

aérearum impulfu ropagari ex eo confirmari videtur, quod -
eadem per corpora ea facilius tranfmittitur, quae maxime obri-

gelcunt, et particulis nitro-aéreis referta funt; cujufmodi funt
vitrum. idque genus alia, praefertim vero particulae saéreae,
quarum obrigefcentia a particulis nitro-aéreis ipfis confertim
Ainfixis provenit, prout antea-oftendere conatus fum.” p. 200.

Thefe paffages ‘appgar to me decidedly to prove that the fpiritus -

nitro-aéreus of Mayow is not the oxygen gas of modern chemif-
try; and that, if it be the prototype of any real exiftence, it
mutt be that of Calorigue. - 7 : :

But to return again'to Dr. Yeats, who in relating Mayow’s
obfervations on the formation of acids, writes as ‘ follows :
“ Moreover the ruft of iron, which pofleffes the nature of vi-'
triol, appears to ‘be produced by the nitro-aérial particles at-

“Haching to the metallic fulphur of the iron® ¢ Ig this way he -

]

X x2 -obferves,
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_obferves, ruft, or an imperfeét vitriol, is producedy in the fame .
manner as if an acid had been thrown upon the iron. Has he
- not here anticipated ‘the ‘modern chemifts in their idea of an-
oxyd? p. 23.” Mayow’s words are, * Quin etiam Rubigd
Ferri, quae naturam vitriolicam obtinet, particularum nitro-
aérearum cum fulphure ferri metallico congredientium’aézione
produci videtur : etenim particulae falinac ferri modo pracdifto
& fluorem perduiiae, particulas ejus metallicas corrodunt [ol-
wuntque; ab iis vero utrifque’ (that is, the faline and the me-
tallic particles) ¢ combinatis, rubigo five vitriolum quzddam
_imperfeétum oritur, haud multo fecus ac {i ferrum liquore quo-
_vis acido oblitum fuiffet.”” p. 40. . Hence it is evident that
Mayow conftdered the ruft of ironas a metallic {3jt, nota com-
bination of oxygen and iron.
It has been generally underftood that Maye conceived his
fpiritus nitro-acreus to be fecreted from the air, by the venous
‘blood in the lungs. He appears indeed once to have thought
fo; and we find him, in his Treatife de Refpiratione, exprefling
_himfelf as follows : « Et quidem verifimile eft particulas qual~
dam indolis nitro-falinae, ealgue valde fubtiles agiles fummeque
fermentativas @b aere pulmanum minifierio fecerni, inque cruoris
maflam tranfmitti.”> p. 301.  But in his Diflertation de fal-
nitro & f{piritu nitro-aéro, publithed fix years after, he ap-"
pears to have changed his opinion, imagining the air to: be
-abforbed by the lungs, and intimately mixed with the blood;
and the nitro-aérial particles to be feparated -from the reft by
the fermenting particles of the blood, wearing. down the agrial
particles, and depriving them of the greater portion of their
elafticity. ¢ Super hoc aliquandiu fufpicatus fum, particulas
nitro-aéreas elafticafque peculiari pulmonum contextura e-parti-
- culis aéreis excuflas efle: vgrum cum ad rem diutius attende-
ram, potius vifum eft, particulas aéreas i . fanguinis maffam
" faceffere ; ealque ibidem particulis nitro-aéreis orbari, & proinde
vim elafticam ex parte amittere.”” p. 136. ¢ Aérem ab ani-
malibus hauftum, modo fequenti vim elafticam . putandum eft.,
“Jvempe imprimis fuppono maflam cruoris- liquorem infigniter |
fermentefceptent eflc, ut infra oftendetur. Quandoquidem ergo
| particulae aireae pulmonum minifterio, pagticulis ejus exaeftu-
‘antibus intimz & quoad minima immifcentur, fieri contigit, ut par-
ticulae aéreae haud fecus a particulis cruoflis ac eaedem ab haliti-
bus fermentefcentibus invitro praedicto quoad vim elafticum im-
- minuantur,” (alluding to the experiment in which he extricated
nitrous gas in a veflel containing common air, and in which
Dr. Yeats has fo well explained the final depreffion of the wa-
ter,*). ¢ Nimirum probabile eﬁ,_,particulas‘ fanguinis fermente-

s fcﬂh(ﬁ?s ;
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“deentes, pdrticulas aéreas iis  interpofitas atterere, Jpiritufgue
" nitro-aéreas ex iifdem excutere, atque .eas demum particulis
e nitro-aéreis et elafticis privatas ad vitam fuftinendam ineptas et -
*infuper elatere fuo ex parte deftitutas fieri.” How he gets rid
- of the remaining particles of air, I do not find. Lower, gwho,
like Mayow and ‘Thrufton, adopts the language and theory of
Bathurff, as mentioned above, depofits it on the folids, and finally
carries it off by the pores of the body. ®¢ Si per quos pulmo-
num meatus fpiritus aéris nitrofus in fanguinem tranfeat,” fays
LowAr, “ eumque copiofius imbuat, a me quaeras, oftende et
tu mihi quibus poralis alter ille fpiritus nitrofus qui in nive ¢,
per delicatulorum pocula tranfit et aeftiva vina reérigerat, quod
i vitrum aut metallum fpiritui hinc non fint impervia, quanto
facilius laxiora pulmonum vafa penetrabit? Denique fi fuligi-
nibus et ferofo humori exjtum non negemus; quidni per eof-
dem porulos vel fimiles, nitrofo hinc pabuls introitum in fangui-
nem concedamus. Poftquam’ autem iz babitu corporis et vif-
cerum parenchymatis aér ruvfus a [anguine magna ex parte avo=
lavit, atque per poros corporis tranfpiravit, fanguinem venofum
illo - privatum obfcuriorem et nigriarem illico apparere, rationt
pariter confentaneum eft.” p. 5, 185, ed. 5, Lugd. Bat. 1708.
‘Hence T have been inclined ta think, that Mayow gave two
theories to.the world 3 the firft, in his X reatife on Refpiration,
which may be called the faline theary of Bathurft and Lower,
if not of de le Boé Sylvius;* and in confequence of which-
Haller has placed him among thofe who held the doéirine of an
aérial nitre ;+and the latter, in his Tra&atus Quinque, which
may be ftiled the igemeous theory ;5 and if Haller had ftudied it,
he would have given him a place among thofe who held the doc-
trine of a vital principle in the air. What confirms me in the
opinion, that in his firft publicacion he merely ddopted the
nitrous theoryof the day, is his frequent ufe of the phrafe sAL
aéréum, P. 301, 304, 305, SAL' nitro-aéreum, p. 306, and
- particulae NITRO-SALINZE,” p. 305 ;1 whereas, in his chap-
ter on the fiibje of refpiration in his “I'rattatus Quinque, tha

R~ terms
& - 3 . ‘. . . o i . . . R 3
* Difp. Med viii. n. 77,ein oper. p. 34. Praxis Med. lib, ¢. 21. p. 289.
+ Elem. ii. 334, where the marks of ‘referente to the notes ¢, and ¢* are

tranfpofed. ~ Boerh. prael. ab. Hallero, ii. 214.

1 Itis this theory which Connor mikes the objet of his criticifm in his
Difl. de Antris Lethif. 72, publifhed in 1604, twenty years after the ap-
pearance of Mayow’s Traftatus Quinque ! Ff Connor had read this latter work,
he did not underftand it, for he fays, ‘¢ Nitrum aéreum /a/ neutrum ¢ft & Jal-
“sam de acido fixo particeps.” Nor dogs it appear from any thing Dr. Yeats
has given us from Wolferftan, that he underftood Maycw much better. Col-
gnfx adopts his fecond theory in i. 26 ; butat p. 43 he gives a different-hypo-
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' terms he ufes are, © SPIRITUS nitro-adreus’ and particula
_ NITRO-ABREAE.” If you fhould have an opportunity of ex-
amining his Tractatus duo, prior de refpiratione, alter de rachi=>
tide publifhed in 1668, and which I learn from the Phil. Tranf.’
- abr. Jii. 80, was reviewed in the Tranfactions, No. 41, p. 833,
I fhall be obliged to you to inform me, in what refpe& it differs
frem the fecond edition contained in the Tra&atus %ginqué,'
which were reviewed ‘n No. 105, p. 104, as mentioned in the
Phil. “Pranf. abr. iii. 225. From this laft work, and from Hall,
Elem. viiis 248, 249, 1 alfo find that the firft edition of. Jower
de cordes item de motu &3 colore fanguinis, appeared in 1669, the
year after M yow’s Tractatus duo, fo that it is poffible that
both works might be in the prefs at the fame times  But at all
events, Lower’s pofition refpecting the colour of arterial blood
was fo well eftablifhed by his own experiments$ as not to ftand
in need of [upport from any obfervations to be found in the
firft publication of Mayow, in which there are no experiments
on that fubject decidedly his own; for that at p. 299 of the
Traftatus Q}ixinque,' is evidently Hooke’s, which was publifhed -
in the Phil. Tranf. No 28, and of which an account may be
feen in Phil. Tranf. abr. jii. 66, and in Med. Effays from the
Ph. Tranf. by Mihles, i. 18. and which Lower himfelf. gives at
p- 182, acknowledging himfelf indebted for it to Hooke.* I
therefore join with Dr. Lubbock 4 in thinking Lower juftifi-
ablein not quoting Mayow ; I muft not however omit to men-
tion, that Mayow quotes feveral of his cotemporaries, as Willis,
Lower, Boyle, Des Cartes, Malpighi, Steno, Gliffon, and
Thrufton with due refpe&, the latter at p, 43 of the fecond part
~of his Traftatus Quinque, But I'do nat obferve that he hasgittled
Pt ey g e Y either
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* This experiment was given in the firfk edition of the Treatife on Refpi-
ration, publifhed in 1668, as appears from the citation of Etmuller, in 7e/-
pirat. hum. 7egot. c. 10: § 65 in oper. iii. 1879. This ingenious treatife of

- Witmuller; according to Haller, in elem. viii."2 53, was firft publifhed'in 4to.
m 1676, as Dr. Labbock, probably on the fame authority, has'already men-
tioned in yeuyr Journal, i. 418. That Etmuller underftood the fyltem of
Mayow, appears from his ingenious examination of it, which he thus intro-

_duces : ¢ Confideratius quidem de fale quodam nitro-aéreo ad vitam fufti=
bendam neceffario mentem - fuam,_proponit Maydwias de refpivat. Licet non
minus valdopere adhuc fluétuet. Nam. p. 301, ufum particularum witre
aérearum, quibus ex parte aérem conflare fupponit, debitam dicit effe fermen-

~ tationem in vafis pulmonalibus & arteriis omnibus facere, '—¢¢ Cuin autem.
haee omnia gratis fint alata, nec rationibus ‘firmis munita; idcircpjgratis
eadem dimittere poflemus, cum affenfum noftrum in philofophia naturali non

~ nili cvidentes rationes ipfius 1 nateriae de qua agitur crebris cautiffime cap-
tis dc circumifpectifiime applicatis experimentis fulcitae, nancif| :
€ 10. 84, 5, i Oper. il 18777 7 ST

s 4 In Med, & Phyf. Journ, 1. 419, oy
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gither de la Bogé Sylvius, or Swammerdam, whofe ingenious and
experimental differtation appeared in 1667. Dr. Yeats fays, .
‘that “Swafimerdam maintained that the more fubtile part of
~ the air was abforbed;””* but Haller enumerates him among,
ethofe “‘qui ipfum wverum qualem ore adducimus aérem de atmof~
phacra in fanguinem venire {cripferunt,” + among, whom alfo he
~ought to have enumerated Mayow, . The following quotations.
feem to prove that Haller formed a juft idea of the theory of
Swammerdam. ¢ Sanguis una cum aére in pulmonibus dilasa-~
tis exiftens, facillime ab eo ventilari reftigerari at ob fubtilem
bic sterum e fanguine egredientemy (fen ab alio e corde’in pul-
~mond& moto fanguine expulfam potius; et in aérem denuo in-
gredientem, imo et ipfum fimul inflammentem,) materiam con-
denfari, in fe cogi, atque tandem cum aére =mifeeri poteft.
Quod prafertim eo facilius fieri pofle concipimus, quia tunc
temporis plurimi vapores calidi atque inutiles, una cum expulfa
Jubtili materia, in aérem tranfeunt, atque illi admifcentur! Inea
quae poftmodum fuccedit expiratione, fanguis per pulmones mo-
tus, atque propter fubtilis materiae expulfimmem, aérifgue frve-purs
Jfive aliis infinitis modis- alterati admiftionem refrigeratus conden=
fatufque, ex arteriis pulmonalibus per venas, finiftrum verfus
cordis ventriculum porro propellitur. Imo, thorace fe ulterius
coarltante, pulmones exaltius confiringente, atque aérem qua=
" quaverfum premente et movente, et una cum fuliginibus feu
vaporibus potius ex ipfis pulmonibus eum fanguinem expel-
lente et propellenite; intimius is cum difio ‘aére copulatur.”’ i
After giving an accousnt of the farther progrefs of the blood
' towards the left ventricle, he adds: “Ita tandem, ob admiftum
aérem expulfofque vapores atque prac ceeteris propter reitera-
tum fubtilioris materie afluxum, ad vitam confervandumi, imo
ad cor ipfum atque pulmones confervandos.et nutriendos, ulti-
mam ac-poftremam fanguinis adipifcitur perfeGtionétm.” What
he means by this materia fubtilis,®one of the elements ‘of Des
Cartes, will beft #bpear from the following paffages. After
adopting the acid and alkaline effervefcence of the blood of his
mafter De le” Boé Sylvius, he fays,  Propter illum itaque
acftum feu motum, a fibi invicem oppofitis non tantum et variz
imo contrarie inter {e motis agitatifve fanguinis particulis, fed
et,ob fubtilem materigi praefertim, \(seu aéris partem tenvilfimam
 per_corporum poros Yacillime penetrantem, alque ex ipfo aére in
- pectore ob hanc caufam ut credimus femper pracfente, a fan-
; ‘ <. guine
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_guine e corde continuo accedente cxpulfam, feu alias compedi=
bus fuis liberatam,) copia majori minorive, pro fanguinis quan-
titate atque conditione, in ipfum continuo erumpehtem%zin-{
gredientem, fanguis vehementius, vel pacatius agitatur expan-
diturque.”” p.37. How this fubtile matter makes its way into }
the body, he farther explains in treating of the dilatation of the
thorag: Etenim fubtiliorem aliguam materiam ob nimiam fuam
fubtilitatem, pulmones appulfu fuo minime extendere valentem,
fkasio per carnes in pefius penctrare.” p. 8. Y

Hence it appears, tiat Swammerdam, like Mayow;, in what

- I call his fecond or igneous theory of 1674, introduces the
whole of the air into the mafs of blood; and as Mayow #fepa-
rates his: fpiritus nitro-aéreus, Swammerdam lets loofe his ma-
teria [ubtilis. = The admirers of Mayow will, perhaps, obferve
that Swammerdam makes his materia fubtilis paf#alfo through
the integuments of the body; but here too, 1 find, an anala~
gous circumftance in Mayow, where, treating of the feetys
in the egg, he fays, “Itaque verifimile eft particulas nitro-

. acreas per incubentis fotum in ovum trajecias ab humore ejus al-
bugineo detineri 5 and; a little after; ¢ Ita etiam particulae
eaedem mitro-aéree SUB CALORIS BLANDI SPECIE 0vi liguores

fubeuntes, ad fermentationem vitalem motumque animalem in
iifdem inftituendum, & proinde ad refpirationis vicem praeftan-
dam, quodammodo conferre videntur.” p. 325. Is not the /pi-
ritus nitro-aéreus another term for ‘the ‘materia fubtilis 2

: ; I am, your’s, &c. :

Chlerficld, Feb. 20, 1800. -~ JONATHAN STOKES.

On the Vaccine Inoculations &y Dr. Huggan.
2% -
L Copﬁnued from our laft Number, pp. 241—245. ]

AS I am perfedly fatisfied from the proof already before the
public, of a perfon who has had the vaccine being thereby ren-
dtred unfufceptible of variolous infection, I have not thought ‘it
neceffary to inoctilate any of my patients with the poifon of the
latter d:(egfe, having feen feveral of Mr. ftewart’s, on whom
the experiment was made, and with it, almoft needlefs to-add,
the ufual effed. % ;
~ Without prefuming to ditate, as I am not at all allowed to
dp_ fo; from experience I venture to fuggeft, cold water, ap-
plied on lint, {o as to keep the part conftantly cool; as. ene of
the likelieft means of alleviating the pain from she inflamma-
' : , tion
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#fon Uf the arm, when that proves troublefome. This fymptom
~is undoubtedly, in a great meafure, occafioned by the punctures
being made unneceflarily large, or when a thread is to be made
ufe of in the inoculation; it was from this .caufe chicfly, that
one of my patients experienced fo much diftrefs from the in<
fammation ; none of Mr. Stewart’s had it in any greater de=-
gree than commonly follows the variolous incifion, norany
others of my own. G -

The method of performing this inoculation, from the diffi-
culty thae fome have experienced in being: able to communicate
the viccine infecion, has defervedly engaged the attention of '
medical men. Mr. Ring, with fome propriety, difapproves of
Dr. Jenner’s method, as tedious ; his-own, though certainly
lefs exceptiongble, is perhaps, itfelf, not the beff. (Medical
and Phyfical Journal, Vol. II. p. 29.) As the method pro-
pofed by Mr. Ring, feems to lean to a theory of the manner in
which the poifon produces the difeafe, viz. that by abforption,
and which feems to be countenanced by the opinions of moft
writers on the fubject, T fhall take the liberty of briefly ftating:

. a few reafons, why it does not appear to be juft.

The power of the ablorbents, in the healthy ftate of the body,
and when their own action is unimpaired by general or local
difeafe, is, as has been repeatedly proved, doubtlefs very great.
Individually, howeyer, their motion is apt to become irregular, |
or to be fufpended entirely, in confequence of external violence,
or local difeafe. The adtion of thefe veflels, like that of the
heart and blood vefiels, being entirely independent of volition,
is, like theirs alfo, liable to be affected by any fudden or violent
agitation of the mind; thus, the faliva of a man in a fit of anger
becomes vifcid, and his mouth dry; and alfo, when a perfon
faints from fear, or any other depreffing pafiion, we obferve
feveral parts of the body to be covered- with a cold clammy
moifture, which is gccafioned by the abforbents, (whofe motion
is thus become retrograde) difgorging their contents, like the

. ftomach, whofe motion is often inverted alfo at the fame time.
. The affociated ation of the parts, compofing the fanguiferous
fyftem, being evidently greater than that of the lymphatics, yex -
from the irregular or fufpended action of a few of the fmallex
blood veffels, there ig® no obvious change in the circulation ; of
coutfe, the funétion of abforption will not be affeCted at zll by
the fimilar occurrencesin 2 few of the abforbents.  ° :
" When a vein, which-in its ftruéture, as well as in its func-
tions, refembles an abforbent, is wounded, it either becomes
paralyzed, and the blood, by its own gravity, efcapes from the
wound, or its motion is inverted, and the blood flows back-
" ward ; this latter circumftance fometimes proves fo troublefox'xge‘

- NuwMms, XIV. : ; Y Y 11
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in great operations, that furgeons are obliged to fecure the leed-
; ing veins as well as the arteries. 3 R

.+ The lachrymal duéts, when their extremities are inflamed,
lofe their power of motion, and the tears flow over the checks.

Now; in_inoculation, the neceffary puncture, or fcratch,
muft be mad® with a light hand indeed, if one or more lym-
phatics, (provided any of them are jn the way) are not Wound-
ed; hence, it may be prefumed, that they will either be deprived
of the power of motion, or that it will be inverted, - If, how-
ever, any of the matter be left behind in inoculation, a cir-
cumftance not at all neceffary, it wilt be wathed out jmme-
diately by the blood, which, in but rare inftances, ddes not
iflue from the punéture. ; R

Independcht, however, of all reafoning, this opinion feems
to be fully refuted by the celebrated Mr. Huhter’s decifive
experiment, of cutting out the inoculated part of a patient’s
arm, after the fpecific inflammation had commenced, thereby.
preventing the conftitutional difeafe. :
~ As it is probable, therefore, that the power of ation of
fuch lymphatics as are wounded in inoculation, - or become
inflamed by ¢ continuous {ympathy,”” and whofe canals feem
thereby to be obliterated during the formation of the primary
puftule, ‘is fufpended, if not entirely loft, the matter will not
Jikely find an inlet into the body through this channel.

If, however; it could be proved to a certainty, that the vac-
cine, (as well as the variolous) virus, muft neceflarily be car-
ried through the mafs of circulating fluids,—why have recourfe
for that purpofe to an operation, which, in jts confequences,
frequently becomes fo diftrefling to the patient? “

We have afcertained the power of the abforbents to be fo
great, as to take up not only fuch animal fecretions as hog’s
lard; &ec. but even groffer fubftances, as, opium, metallic calces,
&c. and from whence we may fairly conclude, that they poflels
an equal power over matter of finer or mofe minute component
parts, as the virus of either of thefe two difeafes, and which
may eafily be applied in fuch forms, as to be abforbed with
* certainty, efpecially as it is admitted, that a very {mall quan-
tity of moft morbid poifons,” (as the variolous, vaccine, &c.)
< however much diluted by the fluids o6 the human body, or
by fimple water, is as capable of excitifg difeafe,  a¢ matter
containing the poifon in its moft cqnéentrated ftate.” (Me-
dical and Phyfical Journal, Vol. I. p- 452.). But the fa&t is,
that neither the variolous, nor vaccine difeafes, can be excited
in this way ; nor is it eafy to imagine, how the blood can be-
come “fufceptible to the adion of any poifon,” unlefs, indeed,
we dream with My, Hunter about its poffefling Vit?‘l»it?vfc"
1 Sl g e egae T
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oA a o
»Wi}éh mercury, fulphur, &c. are conveyed into the body by
- friction, we obferve; that they are thrown out again_a}moﬁ
immediately by the common excretories. What proof is there
#to the contrary, that any poifon, or other foreign matter, is lefs
Snoffenfive with refpec to the human fluids, or that it can be
retained for a greater length of time? _ :
The moft fatisfaltory explanation of the manner in - hich
the vaccine (as well as the variolous) virus, produces difeafe,
is, that it aéts primarily and folely upgp the nervous fyftetn,
and in confequence of which only it is, thet any change in the .,
ftate of the blood takes place. The fpecific inflammation of the
part to which the poifon is applied, conftitutes, we fappofe, the
firft or introdu&ory link of that' catenation of motions which it
_is the peculiar property of that poifon to excite.  Hence,
in inoculation, a flight pin&ture, made with the point of a
lancet, fo as to wound a fentient extremity, is all that is ne-
ceflary, of which the moft unequivocal. proof is, the flowing
of the blood.  This is the method which I have always fol-
Jowed, and have feldom failed in this way of communicating the
infe&ion. - The infertion of a piece of thread, impregnated
with matter, in the arm, is a very uncertaia method of ino= '
culating. e P R gL i
_The ftate of the matter is another circumftance deferving
~attention; Dr. Pearfon direéts it to ¢ be taken from the arm
of a patient, and immediately applied in its fluid ftate,” and
that we “ muit not wait for fuppuration, and, indeed, if that
comes on, the matter cannot.be depended upon.” $¢5FLe"
matter is\in an efficacious ftate from the eighth to the eleventh
day “generally.” ¥  Though I have not always failed, whem
I have not had it in"my power to avail myfelf of thefe hints,
yet, from the little experience which I have had in inoculation
with vaccine matter, I .am fully cgnvinced, that they cannot be
- too ‘ftriétly complicg with ; as from inattention to the ftate of
the matter, fome of my patients did not ficken before the ele-
venth or twelfth day, and on the arm of one of. them, the fpe-
cific inflammation did not commence before the ninth.: That
the: matter may 'not lofe any of its aftive.properties, it fhould”
be preferved in"a vial quite dry, and clofely’ ftopped, ‘or in
hydrogen or nitroggh gas, as Dr. Pearfon recommends. The
inoculation, ‘though from the fimple manner in which it can -
be performed, appear§ fo trivial ‘a circumftance, yet, it may
occafionally be of the laft importance to the feelings-and fafety
- of an individual, as well as the reputation of the furgeon, that
’ b Ytyao : 3 Rt

7

3 % i

-

# In a letter which I had the honour of receiving from Dr. Pei\i}fom :
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it be performed fo as to infure the infeGtion taking place, A' pa-
tient of mine,was inoculated twice by means of a thiead inferted
into each arm; without effect, and a third time by punure;
on the following day the fmall-pox appeared. . P
D. C. fevepteen months old, was inoculated by punéture,’

with vaccine matter taken from a puftule in the ftate of fup-
purateon, and dried ; on the {ixth day the firft inflammation had
not fubfided, on the feventh it was lefs, and on the eighth had
alioft entirely difapprared. He was again inoculated (25th
Dec.) with recent matter, in its fluid ftate; on Saturday the
infetion had evidently taken place: that evening the chilg, who
had been feemingly unwell the day before, was taken very ill,
and on Sunday the fmall-pox appeared, of the confluent kind
on Monday, the puftules in each arm, from thg inoculation,
coming forward; on the 3ift day they contain matter; the
child’s body is covered with petechial fpots; nat a hope of his

© recovery is entertained. It will, perhaps, in general be fouhd,
that if the firft inflammation continues beyond the fifth day, the
infection will not take place. Now, from the event of this cafe,
as the child is fince dead, which might, perhaps, have been
prevented, if the matter ufed in the firft inoculation had been
taken earlier from the patient, and in a more fluid ftate, as
the child’ was not unfufceptible of the difeafe, the propriety
of Dr. Pearfon’s fuggeftions on this part of the fubject will
appear evident. I am, 3
: : ; GENTLEMEN,

: s Your moft obedient fervant, .

s 3 : A. HUGGAN.

Tothe Edi;ors of the Medical and Plyfical Journal,
 GENTLEMEN, pier e : )

AS a conftant reader and well-wither of the Medical and
“hyfical Journal, I beg leave to tranfmit to .you the inclofed
letters. If you«think they are of fufficient importance to be
made public, do me the favour to' give €hem a place in it as
* foon as you have room. From a perufal of*them, you will per-

ceive 'l had firong doubts of the cfficacy of Cow-pox Inocula-
_tion, as a f{ubftitute for Small-Pox, till I received Dr. Jenner’s
anfwer to the cafes I f-nt him, " : S
His gentleman-like letter removed
~again reflumed the pra&ice. :
¥ Thefadts which have prefented themfelyes to my obferva-

all'my dbubt;, and I have

P ¥
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ﬁb};', hitherto, enable me to fay, without hefitation, that I am
“convinced that the Cow-pox [noculation will fuperfede the
Small-pox. However, as too much evidence cannot be had
* upon a point of fo much confequence to the community, I feel
®defirous that every circumftance relative to the appearance ‘and
-effeéts of variolous virus afterwards thould be made known ;
and for thefe reafons, 1 trouble you with the letters, having
the Dotor’s permiffion to doit, In the country, where Small-
pox only now and then makes its appehrance, it is 2 matter of
the utmoft magnitude--to have the ‘point at iffue determined,
thaty individuals may embrace the opportinity of avoiding a
-moft dreadful malady, by a fecure, cficacious, and inoffenfive
preventive, Iam, i
! o *  GENTLEMEN, e
~ Your very humble fervant,
: J. SHORTER.

Bloxbam,
Feb. 17, 1800, ,
Ssasg :

7o Dr. FENNER,
Sir,

MANY months fince I perufed with pleafure your publica-
tion on Cow-pox. - The novelty and importance of the {ubje&t,
urged me to inquire farther into it; and I colleGed feveral in-
ftances that favoured the plan, and others which feemed.to dif- -
courage it. . . 2
From thefe I felected four cafes, two of which very ftrongly
fubftantiated your obfervations, and two others which, in my
* judgment, made equally ftrong againft them. Thefe I com-
municated to Dr. Pearfon in a circumftantial manper, who
very politely anfwered my letter, and cleared up many of m
+ doubts ; he alfo kindly fent me fome matter on thread, wit
which I have inoculated fevera: patients, all of whom. had the
complaint with po other appearances than on their arms only,
- excepting in one inftance, where one of the patients fthewed
- me a very fine puftule with pus in it, on the thigh, exaétly re-
'fem}gﬁng the Small-Pox, -~ A 1 -
Having an opportunity of trying the effe® of variolous vi-
_Fus on t%vo perfgns wht)y hadtrga.ﬂ%d'through the Cow-pox, I
-gladly embraced &t, thinking it might tend to convince my
. mind of the great advantages which your tra& informed me
- were to be derived from Cow-pox. : 5
The refult {o far excecds any account that I have noticed,
and appears to me fo neceffary to be known, that I have faken
- the liberty of fubmitting it to your confideration ; ‘and until
am fully fatisfied, 1 thall defift from proceeding in the pra&ick
of inoculating for Cow-pox. ° : ;

£ : i Lhe
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The two perfons on whom I made the trial were refpe&ai)l'e
and intelligent, and made fenfible obfervations on the different
appearances of their arms after inoculation. One of them kept’
an account of himfelf and family from the time of being inocu-
lated with Cow®pox matter, which I {hall have occafion to al-
lude togin -my relation of their cafes. i

- William Barrett, Jofeph Barrett, and Ann Barrett, of Ad-
derbury, adults, were inoculated with Cow-pox matter (by
Mr. Jofeph Lamb, late 4 pupil to Mr. Pole, furgeon, London)
about the middle of laft June, and went regularly through the
complaint. Some time after their recovery, Jofeph expofe his
perfon in the company of a woman with a full crop of Small-
pox on her, and received no harm. William was alfo inocu-
lated with variolous matter without effect; however, William
fubmitted to a fecond trial; and Ann was inoculated at the
fame time. On the 7th of December I inoculated them both
* with matter on thread, taken only the day before. ~They foon.
were fenfible of fome effe® from it. The. firft twenty-four
hours  they felt fmarting and itching im the incifions ; and on
removing the threads, they obferved them moift: There was'
little farther to be perceived till ‘the 4th day, when inflamma-
tion was evident on William’s arm, fufficient for me to have
aflured him, if he had not had the cow-pox, that I thould have
been pofitive he had received the infeGion. - Ann’s arm ap-
peared very doubtful. From this day to the 7th, the inflamma-
tion was progreflive; and on examining the arms, a puftule
prefented itfelf on Ann’s, with matter in it, on the inoculated
part; the alfo informed me, that this day fpe war very unwell;
- was feverifby, and had a tendency to ficknefs. William’s arm
was alfo more inflamed than on the 4th day ; the incifion had a
rifing appearance, and felt hard, and towards the lower part
there was a puftule juft appearifig’; but he had not the leaft in-
“difpofition this day, or any fucceeding one. «On the gth day,
‘William called on me, and informed me, that on the 8th he had
obferved matter in the puftule on his arm; but when I infpeét- '
eZ it this day, it had the ufual afpeét of Small-pox juft declin-
ing : he alfo told me, that the puftule on Ann’s had difcharged
_ matter on the 8th day ; but that on this day, it appeared to be
dying, and all indifpofition gone. . L
On the 12th day, I faw them both again,; Ann’s arm had in-
Alammation, which extended almofl from the fhoulder to the elbow,
and fo painful and fore that fhe applicd an emollient poultice to
it; the incifion now had a large fcab on it, and there was on
the bend of the arm a fort of blighted puftule. :
¢ Ruminating on thefe appearances for-a moment, I could not
but perfuade myfelf the ‘had certiinly received the variolous in-
T : 5 fe&ion’
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feQion, and I frankly told her fo; William’s arm al{o retained
confiderab’e inflammation and hardnefs about it, nearly as much
as 1 have obferved when fmall pox puftules have appeared.
One thing, however, 1 muft not omit mentioning, that neither
of them were fenfible of the leaft {tiffnefs, fullnefs, or forenefs
in the axilla all the whole time 3 and from this day nothing re-
markable occurred.

I have obferved in the courfé of my practice, in_feveral in-
fances, that the Small-pox eruptive fever has come on with
vaftly lefs inflammation in the arm ; and I am fo perplexed to
affign a caufe for fuch unufual appearances after Cow-pox Ino-
_culation, that I muft beg you to fatisfy me before I proceed
‘farther in the pra&ice; and rely on your goodnefs to anfwer
the following queftions: 5
- Did the variolous virus affect the fyftem? or was it merely
local ? * :

" Do you conceive it poffible to have conveyed the Small-pox
from the puftule on the inoculated part? or was it poffible that |
infe@ion could have been conveyed in any manner, even by
the clofeft intimacy ? : :
Has any fimilar cafe occurred in your extenfive praftice ?
Thus far, Sir, I have trefpaffed on your time and patience 3
but I hope the importance of the fubject will plead my excufe.
T remain, B1r, i
S Yours, refpetfully, :
Dec. 25, 1799- JOHN SHORTER, Surgeon,
: Bloxham, near Banbury, Oxon.

To Mr. SHORTER.
Sir, e S

Iam much obliged to you for your obfervations on the Cow-
pox 3* and am the rgore pleafed with them, as they convince me
you have watched  its progrefs with an attentive and fcrupulous
eye.  However, I muft at once obferve, that the cafes you ad-
duce, in my opinion, do not in the leaft militate againft the
fafety of the Cow-pox as a preventive of the Small-pox. Pray,
recolle¢t how feldom we find the fkin infenfiole to the action
_of variolous matter ®n thofe who have previoufly.gone through
the Small-pox ; the Cow-pox leaves it in the fame {tate. The
patients you mention®were not infenfible to “the local aétion of
the variolous virus; and in one of them, it feems, a very ex-
tenfive cuticular inflammation was excited. Now, Sir, allow
me to atk, Canyou be furprifed (when you confider the fymp-
. pathetic conneélion that exifts between the fkin and the fto-
mach, and confequently the whole conflitution) that an inflam-
2 mation
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mation fo extenfive as to reach from the fhoulder to the elbpw,
ihhould oc;:aﬂon dome degree of naufea, and other AffeGions of
e body ! ; ‘ s oy TR R
‘The conflitution, you may be affured, gave every feafonable
proof of refifting the ation of the Small-pox virus complete- |
ly, the inflammation only occafioned the difturbance ; even the
lymphstic glands of the axilla were infenfible of its action : but
this, indeed, is no teft. SR
. { cafe, fomewhat fimilar to that of the woman you mention,
‘occurred lately in  this neighbourhood. A girl, about eighteen
years of age, was inoculated with Cow-pox ; fhe had the ufual
puftule on the arm without feeling the leaft conftitutional dymp-
tom.  Some medical people, who knew the hiftory, fuppofed
they could, fora certainty, give her the Small-pox by inocula-
tion. = She was inoculated, at different periods, it fixteen dif-
ferent points. ;
Chagrined (very unwarrantably) at the diffppointment, ,a
deeper punéture than before was made in one of her arms, I
fuppofe through the cutis, fo that the variolous matter came in
contal&t with the cellular membrane. The confequence was
dreadful ; an inflammation was excited, and fpread to fuch an
alarming height, that'mortification was expeted. The girl, of
courfe, was very ill; but no puftules appeared. 'A boy of my
ewn, who had been inoculated with the Small-pox, and refpet-
ing whofe fafety I had fome doubts, was again inoculated with
“variolous virus. His ‘arm inflamed very extenfively, and he
becaime unwell. Two years afterwards, he was a third time
inoculated, and the fame appearances again took place in his
arm, which were fucceeded by boils about his fhoulder. = Simi-
lar inftances are upon record in great abundance, and others
which are ftill more firiking. SRR
‘Thefe general obfervations. I prefume, have anfwered your
- queries ‘fatisfaCtorily ; however, I will with pleafure reply: to
them in the order in which they ftand. * 0 ;
~  To the 1ft.—The variolous matter was, doubtlefs, the caufe
_of the local affection of the arm ; which affeGion difturbed 1.:he ]
dyftem. That the conftitution was unfufceptible of its fpecific
action, was eviiiced by the general hiftory of the cafe.
To the 2d.—The matter generated inghe arms of your pa-
tient was undoubtedly variolous, and wbuld certainly have
- communicated the Small-pox by inoculetion, and probably by
» its-effluvia. This.is exemplified by the puftules on Small-pox
nurfes, which contain a perfe&t Small-pox  virus. Thefe puf-
tules appear on fome women as often 35 they expofe themfelves
to the difeafe in a malignant flate. A,qa{é’.}x’yilluﬂratidn of
this f.&, is introduced into my fecond Treatife on the Variole
| Va.cCinE. : S ‘ : ’ =%, -' - S ~ “‘-: = W ;fI"
e S0’
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Mo the 3d.—I don’t recolleét any' cafe in my own prattice,
" where thé inflammagion on the arm became fo extenfive on the
application of the variolous matter after the Cow-pox. - ¢
~ " Before I conclude, I muft take the liberty of putting one
| queftion to you. ~Are you quite certain that your lancet® did
not pafs through the cutis, (which in {fome {ubjects is: very
thin) and that, the variolous virus did not téuch the cellular
membrane ? ~ S
The occurrence of one circumftance that you have commu-

nicated to me, I cannot help regretting ; which is, the woman
beigg told that the had the Small-pox : forI declare to you, L.
wou%d not with for a ftronger cafe of the powers of the Cow-
pox, in fecuring the fyftem from the Small-pox, than thofe you
have laid before me. . - ¢ : '
‘1 remain, = ; &
Berkeley, Glouceferfbire, Your obedient humble fervant,
ot DR 5, L5799y, EDW. JENNER.

>

~

To the Editorsof the Medical and Phyfical Journal.f

GENTLEMEN, .

THE following cafe having been noticed in the public pa-
%ﬁfs,_ I have fent you a ftatement of the falts for your valuable
ublication, SRR R
Lieut. Wynny of the 17th foot, was landed at this place
from the Helder, Nov. 3, with a wound in his fide; and by
. the altive benevolence of Major General Lennox,t placed jm-
mediately in a comfortable fo ging, under the care of ﬁ‘ <
’ Melling, who hgs been furgeon to the garrifon here upwards
of forty years, with the able affiftance of his very attentive
partner Mr. Craven, and under the dire&ion of a phyfician,
with yvhom the General would have intrufted himftlf had he
been in fimilar circumftances. RO e e

e .. . i 3 Tty
3 * Haying been in'the habit of inoculating many years, ¥prefume I mufk
- 'bave knowh it, had my I8ncet pafled through the cutis; the readen will there-
. fore, I truft, believe it did not.  J. S.. e
G II We received the following interefting cafe from a gentleman .at Hull,
which, we conceive, well merits the attention of all Surgeons intlie Army
an? gavy.x EpIT. o : {
he “uncommon attention which this gentlem: 5 aid o the
; et nor tior gentleman has always paid to the
-:;ntths.eo; .:x;,foldxeggi:mder his eommand, has.made hun delgrv_egly,beloved
. Nums. XIV, Ziy. e TR

i
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Mr. W, had been a‘fortnight at fea in bad weather, was
‘extremely emaciated, very.agitable and dyfpeptic, having kept
nothing upon his ftemach whilft on board. He complained of
flight cough, pain‘in the cheft, and the region of the left kid-.
ney, but had noedyfpncea, and could lic on either fide; his pulfe-
was quick, and he was coftive, He related that he had been
wound®d on the 2d of O&ober; and he fulpeted by a grape-
thot, for the party he commanded was within reach of a fort,

On examination aftes the accident, it appeared that the ball
had entered the thorax by breaking the fecond falfe rib on the
left afide about the centre; but the furgcons at the Helder, were
not able to find the ball, nor to afcertain how far, or in what
direction, it had penetrated; they however obferved, ‘ that the
flame of a candle was affeéted by the ajr as it pafled in and out
of the cheft during refpiration, ~

As foon as poflible after he'larided, every thing prudent was

- attempted in order to difcover the ball; but it was not thonght
juftifiable to comply with the earneft withes of the patient,
and to lay open the cheft for the purpofe of making a fearch_
into that cavity under the prefent circumftances.

The wound continued for fome weeks to difcharge 2 very
large quantity of foetid matter at every dreffing ; but during the
night of the 24th, he was fuddenly feized with a violent fit of

~coughing, and he expetorated a very large quantity of the
fame feetid matter as the wound had hitherto difcharged, which
tafted, he thought, of iron; in the morning the wound was
perfe€tly dry. ~ A confultation was held to determine what -
ought to be done; but as there was no clue to guide the ope-
rator, it was recommended to Mr. W. to wait with patience,
till further information could be obtained; either from fwelling,
fixgd pain, or other definite circumftance, which fhould point -
“out the true fituation of the bak. -

' . The Medical Board having thought proper to fend down Dr..
“Hunter to be furgeon to the fick and wounded Ruffians about
that time, this gentleman requefted permiffion to fee the cafe ;
it was his opinion ‘that the wound fhould be enlarged, and that -
further fearch fthould be made for the ball: but the objeétions to
fuch an operation’ not being Tefs than before, -thofe who had

. hitherto, conftantly attended him, could only*ronfider this as a

- matter of experiment. Accordingly, Dr. H. himfelf undertook
the operation : having enlarged the wound betweeen two and.
-three inches, obliquely forwards and downwards, he examined
it; but not being able to find the ball, nor any finus that might
lead to it; h¢ concluded that the ball had not penetrated into.
the thorax, but bad rebounded, and that the ﬁ.r%bnt inordinate
Ipitting fhould be confidered as phthifis. This opiniep; how=, "

&3 # e L 5 : .V,,Aﬂm’
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ev'ér; was never for one moment aflented to by thofe who had
" hitherto devoted their time and attention to the cafe, full of
confidence that at one time or other, an abfcefs might difcover
the ball; Mr. Craven continued his daily attentions, and his
phyfician advifed the fame general plan of fupnorting the pa-
tientgigg @ > b aa
- On the night of Dec, 11, the cough ftopped as fuduenly as
it had begun; and on taking off the dreflings, matter poured
out of the wound, from a fmall openingz near its lower edges
the probe was’ carefully introduced into this new aperture, and
the ball was difcovered lying within the thorax, clofe to the
broken rib, towards the fpine, bétween two and three inches
from the fraGture, and rather below the external opening.
~ Mr. W.ewas very impatient to have it extratted by the gen-
tlemen prefent ; but as Dr. H. was not there at the time when
the ball was «ifcovered, the operation was fixed for the next
day. Two large incifions were made by Dr. H. (who under- .
took to - extract the ball); and having introduced the forceps
between the ends of the broken rib, he fucceeded ir_x""layfng'
hold of it; but could not get.it farther than the opening form-.
_ed by the fradture, the ball receding from the forceps into the.
cayity every time force was employed to draw it through. On
“the arrival of further affiftance, a portion of the broken rib
was immediately advifed to be removed, in order to give room
fox: the ball to pafs; this was accordingly done..  Upon again _
bringing it forward, the opening was ftill found lefs than the
ball, and that the forceps, (inténded only for'a leaden bullet)
could not fufficiently grafp and retain their hold of the ball,
to extract it; a lever was therefore introduced behind the ball,
and it was forced out by that means. VAt e v
Notwithftanding Mr. W. was upwards of half an hour un-
der the operation, which he bor: with uncommon fortitude, he
bad no untowardefymptoms, except diarrhcea; no cough of any
confequence, no inflammation of the pleura; the wound healed
to all appearance as well as “if placed in any other part of the
body ; and when he left this place, which he did on March 1,
10 apparent health and high fpirits, there. remained only a very
trifling opening, probably occafioned by a {mall exfoliation of
the rib,  After the operation, the flame of a candle applied to
the wound was atfe&ed by refpiration. B
The ball is of cafl-iron, and weighs three ounces and a half.
I.am, S :
. .GENTLEMEN, . _
> Yoour'ss&e, o o
- T 'A- B:
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47 Contintied from our laft Number, pp. 2 56-—.1.6,1..",] : v d

VAROLI, néxt to MAssA, defcribed the firft pair better
than hig predecefiors, whom he juftly reprobated for having
entertained fo imperfeét an idea of the olfatory nerves. He
traced their origin to the fulcus of the interior lobes of the
| brain, ftated their ufe to confift merely in conveying the fenfa-
tion of odours, without contributing to the fecretion of the
humours from the ventricles of the brain; but he furnifthed
us with no faithful drawing of this nerve.®* -Next to him
Piccoruuvomini reprefented this firft pair with tolerable ex-
a&nels.+ : oL 3 ‘

§. 36. With regard to the optic nerves, we fhall obferve
that EusTAcHIus was the firft, after GALEN, who could claim>
“the merit of having explained in the beft manner, by engrav-
ings, the origin of thefe nerves froin their thalami, on each
ftde of ‘the feptum, and between the crara medulle oblongate.i
The ¢redit therefore is not due to VAroLI, who afcribes to
himfelf the difcovery of the thalami nervorum’ opticorum in
the year 1570 ;.and the account of his controverfy with other”
anatomifts, who were unable to trace,-according to his direc-
tions, the origin of « thefe nerves, is no lefs fingular.§ Fa-
BrIcius likewife accurately defcribes their origin from the
vicinity of the corpora quadrigemina, and between the crura’
medulle oblongatz.] The decuffation of the optic nerves,
which had been denied by GALEN, alfo occafioned a very care- |
ful inveftigation in the fixteenth century. VESALIUS parti-

cularly informs: us. of obfervations baving been: made, which
prove that, after the lofs. of fight on the right eye, the nerve
of that fide had been found weak ‘and corrugated, not only as
far 2s its union with the nerve on the oppoffte fide; but alfo
~ behind its connexion to the thalami of the right fide.
VEsarLtus therefore, as well as moft other anatomifts of this .
_czatury, ‘adopted sthe opinion’ of no decuffation, but-only an/
approximation of the nerves, or an entire union of their mer
dullary fubftance, without impeding their courfe and difpdfi-
‘tion : " confequently the nerve originating frofn the right fide
of the thalami, was faid to proceed to the right, and that com-
e mEna el ; 5 s ooing

7

§
) ek

* Vil e hery. optic. f. 9. a..—;‘\x\a\tom.' Iib. i. cs 5+

.t Anatom. praeleét, p. 56_3,. 5 : o
1 Tab. xvii. fig. 2. (MM.) particulaily fig. 6. (0P.) =
: §Dencrv opt. . 13, a. b, [l De oculo, p. 193¢ +

23,



Prof. Sprengel’s Iﬁ;;ory qf:zlnat‘m‘u'caf Discoveries. 357

ing ﬁ'om;'tb'; left, to extend to the left eye.* A complete
union of the medullary fubftance, without decufiation, was ad~
mitted by SxepnAaNUs,;+ Corumsus,i Bavuinus,§ and
‘% AroLiUs; || but a mere approximation only, ‘by b AB’R'I-V-,?
TUS. O] i AR

Vith refpet to the ftruéture of the optic nerve, the an-
cient authors erroneoully believed it to be tubular, and afferted
that the ufe of this cavity confifted in cogduéting the fpiritss |
Diforius to the eye. This error was probably occalioned by
2 fimilar obfervation on the central artery ; it was reétified in
the earlier part of the fixteenth century. We are told by Be-
RENGAR, that he has beftowed great pains in detecting the
canal in the optic nerve, but almoit conftantly without fuc-
cefs. . Once intleed he obferved a cavity in the optic nerve of
a {wine ;- when he fays, « ipfi nervi nempe erant comcavi, ficus
fyenﬁ Jeu arteria®’ it likewife appeared to him as if a vacuum |
exifted in the interior part where the optic nerves are con-
nected; but in the optic_nerves of man not the fmalleft cavity
could be found, -either on one or the other fide of their
union. The porofities in thefe nerves; he concludes, muft
therefore, in all probability, not be much larger than thofe of
others, as the /piritus viforius is fo very fubtle and penetrating.
The f{ubftance of the optic nerves is, according to him, foft
and medullary.** VEsaLius, who examined the optic serve
not- only: in" different. animals, but alfo in 2 man immediately
after his decapitation, was equally unfuccefsful in difcovering
2ny cavity, not even in the place ‘of their union.+4 PuTEtus,
however, afferted that thefe pori were vifible in the optic:
nerves of cattle;11 yet VEsALIus maintained that the optic
nerve was merely of a fibrous ftructure, and ironically afcribed .
it to his want of attention, that he had -hitherto been unable
to difcover thofe pretended pores.§§ In this he alfo was fe-,

. conded by Farror1®s,|||| and CorumBus.qq Yet both thefe
authors afferted that the optic nerves were of a porous,. or rather
loofe ftrutture, in order to admit the free accefs of the fpiritus
wiforius ; and Du LAURENSs even affirmed that they confifted
.of a fpongy fubftance,*** CorTerus aflures us tgat the op-

 tic nerve was compofed, of mere fibres, and confequently could

. e A ® < - J

: i 2 not.
ke PR ; : - =l
' T s /2 ,
* Vefal. lib. iv. ¢, 4. p. 366 t+ Stepban, p. 293.
. I Lib.wiii. c.3..p.358. ' § Theatr. p. 648." .
Il Anatom. lib. . ¢ 4. p. 14. [ Deoculo, p.239... N
- ** Berengar. f.452.b. t+ Lib.iv. cl 4. p. 366, e |
11 Apolog. f. 92. 2. - §§ De'radic. chyn. p. 660, i

{iil Obf. p. g02. "~ qqf Lib. viii, c.3.p.358.
 *** Laurent. ib. iv. c. 16, p. 276, iF s
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1

\ . : e
“not be of a tubular nature* Neverthélefs, the o' hypothefis.
was wmaintained by three of the moft celebrated authors of the'
fixteenth century, who, as has already been”obferved, were
mifled by the appearance' of the central ‘artery, to admit a hols
" low form of the optic nerve. EusTacHIUs declares he has,
at imumerable times, fubmitted the cavity of ‘the optic nerve |
 to the infpeétion of fceptics, and thereby filenced their doubts.+
AR ANzI maintains that; in the eyes of fubjedts recently de-
ceafed, he could, without the lea'i{ difficulty, introduce a nee--
dle into the cavity;f and Guipi§ fays, that he has clearly
obferved a cavity at the iffue of the optic nerve into the retina,
though it could not be farther traced in its progrefs. Finally,
" FaBricius doubts the exiftence of fuch a hole, but will not
give a decifive opinion upon the {ubject.|| - ? i
" §. 37. The origin of the third pair of nerves was accurately-
pointed out by VArRoLIUSq, who traced it frém the medullary
clufters of the cerebrum, with extremely clofe and often united
fibrils.  VEsar1us improperly delineates its courfe and exten-
fion, when he pretends that its ramifications proceed to all the
mufcles of the eye.** - CoLumaus correfted this error by al-
" lowing two muftles, the rectus abdufcens, and the obliquus fu-
perior; buty at the fame time; he committed another, when he
- believed that this nerve extended alfo to the temporal mufcle,
‘and that the fympathy fubfifting between the eyes and the tem-
ples; ‘may thence beexplained.++ Farrorrus very fuftly cen-
" fured Corumzus for this miftake;$t who, in difléGting the
~ ganglion opthalmicum, was 'mifled to follow its progrefs from
- the branches' of the third pair, which affift in forming this
_ ganglion, through the lachrymal nerve to the profound nerve
_ of the temporal mufcle' (from the third branch of the fifth pair),
and thus to confider the Igtter as a continuation of the third
‘pair. - FALLOP1US, at the fame time, corrected the error of
VEsALIvs, and fhewed that thofe two above mentioned muf-
~ cles of the eye were nottinfluenced by this nerve. But VE-
sar1us did not manifeft, in his anfwer, that degree of confi-
~ dence which the accurate demonftrations of FALLOPIUS am=

 ply deferved.§§ 7 e
§ e Y :
-~ ® Tab.oculor..p. 87. "+ Off. exam. p. 205.
3 Obficor pigs. e § Vid. lib. iii. c. 1. p.8os

| De oculo. p. 233, : s

. A fe nerv, optic. f. 13. b.—Compare Laurent. hift: anat. libs zi. c. 8.
oprga8.. i : e v . it

2% Lib.iv, c.5. p.367: - 11 Lib. vill. c.3. p. 359,

e LU e § Txam. cbf, Fallop, p. 803

i



: Proﬁ Sprengel’s Hg’/'?‘ér} af Anatomical Difeoveries. 339

f S _1’8. . The fourth- pair, or the pathetic nerves, ‘were appa-
rently known to AcCHILLINI, when he traced from the pofte-
rior part of the brain a new nerve, never'taken notice of be-

“dore his time ;- defcribed it as very thin; and believed that it

" ferminated in' the eyebrows.* He was probably mifled to form

 this Iaft erroneous’ conjeciure, by having obferved that the pa-
 thetic nerve frequently unites with the firft and principal branch
of the fifth pair. It doesmot at firft appear; whether VEsarivy
was acquainted with- this nerve; he affigns o his third (or
what is at prefent. confidered as the fifth pair) a double roof,
one very tender, and the other very folid.+, The tender root
is, according to him, fo diftributed, that We may be induced to
conclude it to be the firft chief branch of the fifth pair ;1 but
the priacipal cbjettion is the pretended origin of this tender
root, which is faid to arife from the pofterior part of the brajn,
where it extends (o the fpinal marrow s this nerve, it is farcher
maintained, does 1ot combine with what is ftriétly called the third
“ (ot the prefent.fifth pair), and we may therefore juftly confider it
as a feparate nerve. He would not, however, venture fo far
as pofitively to defend .this laft propofition, on account of the
¢ftablithed order.  The fame aflertion cannot be applied to the
firft and principal branch of the fifth pair. The account given
by FaLLop1us, relative to the pathetic nerve, is worthy of ob=
fervation, viz. that it was defcribed by VEsavius under the
name of the tender root of the third pair ; but he attributed to
it too many ramifications,§ and that VEsarLius in his_ reply
acknowledged himfelf to have ftated tbis ramification beyond ifs .
natural courfe.§ Hence we may infer, that VESALIUS has ac~
curately feen the origin of the nerve, and traced it to a connec
tion with the firft of the principal branches belonging to the
fifth pair, but afterwards confounded it with the latter. Faz-
Lopius was the firft, who with due® precifion called this nerve
the cighth, and ftated sts origin to be behind the pofterior cor-
pora quadrigemina, and its diftribution only to the obliquius-
fuperior of the eye. Eustacuius has likewife siven a re-
prefentation of it,qf but has mentioned it rather o%xfcurely.‘*:
" CoLuMBUS denominates the fame nerve the zin*h, and undes
fervedly “aflumes the merit of its .difcovery.++ Guibpr has
 adopted the defcription given by FaLrorrvsf] -

» Achillii annof. in Mandin. p: 13: + Vefal. lib.iv. e 6. p. 67:
. & Meckel. de quinto pare. f. s.p : “ S : P‘,3 e
- S Fallop. obl.. p. 403.—Compare.Morgagnis ep. anat. xv. f: 4.5. Sommer-

i ringdebafi encephali. f.52. =~ | #¢fal. exam. obf. Fallop. p, 803.

4 EBuftach, tab. xvii. fig.2 (MMN.) .

o

** off, exam. p. 205. *“ Neryus,. qui prope nares exoriturs™
tt Lib. Viii, ‘¢, 3. p. 365, 1L Z4d. 1ib. 1ii. c. 3. p.83.
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§ 39- The hiftory. of the fifth pair, evinces, “in tly;' moft
firiking manner, that neurology, the moft difficult part of ana-
tomy, has, by very flow degrees, and many deviations from the
true path, arrived at its prefent ftate of perfection. In the de’
feription of *this pair, as attempted. by BERENGAR, we meet
witd much confufion’ he divides ‘it into two fingle nerves,
‘which, according to the example of the old fchool, conftitute
the third and fourth pair.  From his third pair, the firft branch
defcends near the caroris, along the vertebrz of the neck,
_through the diaphragm, into the abdominal vifcera. Berew-
GAR has probably, in this inftance, purfued the ramus profun-
dus of the nervus Vidianus, which combines with the intercof-
tal nerve, as well as with the laft mentioned nerve itfelf. The

- other’ branches of his third pair proceed to the®eyes, the nofe,
the temporal mufcles, thofe of the face, and combine with his
fifth, or the facial, nerve. The fourth nerve of BERENGAR

. is évidently our ‘common: trunk of the Vidian 'and palatine
perves.®  ‘The defcription of VEsALIus is rendered the more
intricate, as he at the fame time examines what is now called
the fourth pair, while he confiders the common trunk of the
Vidian and palatine nerves s a particular nerve, by the name
of the fourth. He divides his third pair of nerves into a foft
and a firm portion; the former proceeding with four branches
to the forchead, the upper jaw, the mufcles of the lips, and to

‘the temples. - V EsaLtus has probably not paid fufficient atten-
tion in diffe@ing this branch, but traced its ramus lachrymalis

- to the temples; which, however, are fupplied by the fecond
branch of the fifth pair. The fecond and third principat
branches he calls the thick portion of the third pair, but fepa-
rates from ity as has been before obferved, the common trunk
of the Vidian and palatine nerves.. The diftribution of the

 thick portion is correély ffated, except the infraorbital nerve,
which has been omitted. The nervus liagualis, which he de-
rives from the firm portion, is, in his opinion, the peculiar -
nerve for regulating the fenfe of tafte.+ MaAssa defcribes
the fifth pair by the name of the fourth, fifth-and fixth.f But
the defcriptiqn' of Farvrorrus is more corre®,  He divides -

-our fifth; or his third pair, into three branches, and the firft
main branch.into two, either entirely ex’cludingrthe lachrymal
“branch, or deriving it from the zaso-a-ularis. The latter, ac-
cording to him, unitesin its ramifications with the optic nerves;

~ though his opinion be not altogether conformable to truth. He
% > e 3 2 1 1S

s

3 5
g Lii
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* Berengar. commentar. in Mundi. f. 456. b, 457.2
¥ ValLb.iv. co6. p. 367, T Intrgduét. p.7gu
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is well acquainted with the maxillaris fuperior, and its paflage
through the maxillary bone. He fuppofes detached branciics to
proceed from the buccinatorius to the fauces. ‘This miftake
arofe probably from the circumftance that the buccinator mulcle
is conneéred with the cephalo-pharyngeus.  Hea eprelented, very

. correétly the cord. which the temporal nerve forms round the

arteria iieningea, as well as the nervus temporalis fuperﬁfia-s )
lis®#  Corumsus ‘adheres to the divifion adopted by FAare.o-

PIUS;t yet he feparates, firft, the mqpéterims, (like PALET=-
TA,T) from the fifth pair of ours, and calls it the eighth.

Guipr has more diftin&ly deferibed the common trunk of the
Vidian and palatine nerves, in commemoration of which the
pterygoideus has been called nervus Vidianus.§ ,

§ 40. The fixth pair of nerves, whidh is fo important by its
combination with the intercoftal nerve, was, to our knowledge,
firft difcovered by EusTAacHius, who gave a precife account
of its origin, progrefs and union with the intercoftal nerve.||
‘The more minute divifion which VEsALius makes of the fifth
pair, cannot (in the opinion of Profeffor Sprengel) be confi-
dered as a fixth pair; but, guided by EustacHius, feveral
anatomifts have correctly pointed out its combination with the-
intercoftal nerve. FaLLoP1us, however, has, without men-
tioning this combination, accurately defcribed its ramification -
to the abdu&tor oculi.qf ; :

As the acouftic nerve not only combines through a loofe cel-
lular. membrane with the facial nerve, a common canal inthe
os temporis from the cranium, proceeds along with it, forms
the chorda tympani, and likewife fupplies feveral’ mufcles of
the auditory organ; itis a very pardonable error that the two
nerves were at thofe times confidered as branches of one com-
mon trunk,** which went by the appellation . of the [fifth pair.
On this occafion, the diftribution of the acouftic nerve was
ufually not attend®d to, while, on the other hand, the facial,
nerve was the more fully defcribed. VEsALIUS gives a brief,

* Fallop. obf. p. 403, ;;04.. \ 2 :
+ Lib. viii. p. 365.—It would appear as if Columbus deferibed what is

© now called the {ixth paim of nerves, under the name of the eighth, Thisis

likexvife aflerted by Pfeffinger, in his work ¢ De Struétur. Nerv. feét. 2. §°
21.”  But on a more accurate inveltigation, we fhall find that his defcrip-
tion may, with more propriety, be applied to the maffetericus. o 3
‘v lI Paleita dernervi's crotaphit, et buiccinator. in Romer. deleft. opufcul, -
okh.i. p.113. 1. ¢ - - :
|§l ‘;"id‘; lib. iii. p. 81. - e 2
: ab. xviii. fig. 1. 3.,5. (0,) particulatly fig. 2. (ZZ.3¢.
ﬂl’ Eallop. obf. p. 405. -S‘ (7) ¥ s i i 8
 ®* Berengar. £, 457, bo=Vefal. lib.iv. c. 8. p. 368, e
~ Nywmsz, XIV. Raal e B obap
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but tolerably corre& account of its -union with the fecond
branch of the fifth pair, itsi diftribution to the muf¢les of the

~ auditory organ, and its fubfequent grand ramification to all the
mufcles of the face: EusTadnivus, indeed;-ftill believes that *
the facial tferve is a branch of the. acouftic nerve, though he
likewiﬁe is at the fame timé; acquainted with the three portions
of the latter, and has oblerved the conne@ion of the chorda
tympani, which proceeds from the facial nerve; with the nervus
lingualis (from the thirfl branch of the fifth pair).* In this in<
ftance alfo, FALLOPIUS wis a more accurate obferver than all
his cotemporaries.  He was convinced that the. facial nerve
formed a peculiar pair; but that he might not appear fingulary .
he maintained the old divifion.+ Although Varorr difco--
wered the origin of the acouftic nerve in the medallary gangli-
oyt (pons Varolii); and PrccoLuvomini found the roots of
the fifch pair in the fourth ventricle of the braim§ yet-the lat
ter difcovery rather applies to what we at prefent call the ac-
outtic nerve, and the former may be referred to the facial nerves
From the union of the lingual nerve with the chorda tympanis
V aRroL: explained the phenomenon that deaf perfons are com=

monly alfo {fubje& to the lofs of fpeech.|
: : [ Tobe continued.

“* Euflach. de audit. organ. p. 136, 141 —Tab. xviii. fig- 1. (R7Z.) -
and fig. 3.-(7.)—Compare Coiter, p. 9g.—Ingraf. comm. in Gal. de off

P-9- / s
1 Obf. p. 405.—Compare Coifer, p. 104. {

De newv, optic. f. 4+ a. § Anatom. pracle&t: p. 309.
- Anatom, lib. i, ¢. 7. p. 3x. -



* HINTS AND IMPROVEMENTS -
IN THE PRACTICE OF i

MEDICINE, SURGERY, AND PHARMACY,

On the Medicinal Effeis of the Salt of Tartar in Pu\é'r;- ’
; * peral Fevers, & . :

[ Concluded from our laft Number, pp. 264—267. [
L ) 4 $ -

: OsservaTioN VI _ :
o THE female Cit. Vitry, twenty-eight years of age, of 3
very ftrong and mufecular conftitution, experienced a_violent
fright on the fourth day after her delivery. An acute fever,
attended with delirium, foon fucceeded. The patient was
greatly agitated, being tormented with the moft diftreffing re-
veries. Her breafts funk, the abdomen became diftended and
painful, and the lochia were {upprefled.. The only means em-
ployed were the application of a dozen leeches to the vagina,
the carbonat of potafs, fome compofing draughts, and after the -
fixth' day, purgatives. Thefe remedies fpeedily produced the
beft effects, and the cure was completed between the twentieth
and twenty-fifth days. e =
5 : OsservaTion VIL - el aaeis
In the month of March, 1789, the female Cit, Parquin,
twenty-fix years of age, robuft, and of a good conftitution,
met with great vexation immediftely after her delivery. Cic,
Guinot, who was® called in on the fourth day, found the pa-
tient labouring under the following fymptoms: her breafts
were foft, the region of the uterus was painful and tenfey irri-
tation over the whole abdomen, fuppreflion of the lochia, vio--
lent head-ach, attended with delirium, acyte cough, harfh
voice, ftharp and qyick fpeech; great difficulty * of breathing,
wild and fparkling ®yes, inflamed face, and a fmall, quick; and
contradted puife. The application of leeches, the ufc of the
" carbonat of potafs, topical applications to relax the abdomen,
clyfters containing a drachm of foap in each, the white eleCtuary
of the Pharmacopeeia, with three drachms of pectoral fyrup and
twelve grains of carbonat of potafs, an aperient and pectoral .
diet drink, with purgatives towards the termination of the pa-
‘ roxyfm, gradually calmed all the above {fymptoms, and by the
ey Naaz 3 tently >

&3



364 On the Salt of Tartar in Puzrper;zl Fevers.

tenth day a cure was effeéted. . The carbonat of potz.xfs was®oc-

cafionally continued the fucceeding fortnight. ‘
= A %

OBngVAinN VIII. and LAST.'

In the year 1784, the young female, Cit. Gey, of a ftrong 3
conftigition, was, in confequence of a fudden alarm;, attacked
on the third day after her lying-in with an acute féver and an
extraordinary head-ach, Her fkin was parched and burning;
the tongue arid, fucceeded by frequent ftartings of the tendons;.
and fhe had an inceflant and convilfive cough. Her breafts
were foft and wrinkled, the lochia. fupprefled; the abdomen,
and particularly the uterine region, were much diftended and
painful.  Cit: Guinot prefcribed a deco&ion of barley with 1y~
rup of violets and nitre, a white eleGtuary, with two drachms of
fyrup of poppies and ten grains of potafs, of which half a {fpoon-
ful was to be taken every half hour; and emollicht fomentatiogs

' and clyfters, of the fame ingredients, were ordered three times
a day. He direted fifteen leeches to be applied, which pro-
duced a good effet.  On the fifth day, the {ymptoms had con-
fiderably abated. The phyfician then prefcribed two clyfters
daily, compofed of two drachms of bark and one drachm of the
carbonat of foda. Befide thefe, he dire&ed foap to be added
to the emollient fomentations’; and after the patient had been
purged on the fourteenth day, fhe was,fpeedily reftored to per-
teét health. - She continued, however, to ufe the carbonat of
potafs for a fortnight after, with'a view to:prevent a relapfe.

In 1790, the fame woman became fubject to a-fimilar difeafe,
and was treated in a fimilar manner. 6n the fixth day of the
treatment, the fymptoms having almoft difappeared, ‘the expe-
rienced a fudden change, which was attended with very painful
{titches in-the fide, copious fpitting of blood, ‘a violent cough;
and an ardent fever. - Two 'bleegings in the arm, ‘peétoral
drinks, the white eleGuary, with the fyrdd of poppies and
embollient clyfters; allayed this new attack in the {pace of ten
‘days. ‘At this period the patient was feized with a ftapifying

< deliriumy and became fubje&t to paralyfis of the left fide. Cit,
Guinot applied oa'the paralytic arm and thigh fome well cam=

. phorated blifters, which were drefled with ghe ointment of fty-
rax and althea. *The joints were rubbed &with volatile foap,

. and the patient was ordered to' take a #poonful of a draught
compofed of oné ounce of fyrup of caryoph. and fix grains of

- ammoniac, in fix ounces of water, and in the intervals.an infu-
fion of balm'and fyrup of orange flowers'was ordered. ‘After
~ufing thefe remedies for feveral.days, the fever abated, and ten
“grains of carbonat of ‘potafs were added. to each pint of barley

. water, of whichthe patient drank three chopins in twenty=four

r'&». : < G Ny ; - . hours,
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houts. She was farther directed to apply clyfters prepared
with foap wort and half a drachm of the carbonat of foda, and
on the twenty-fourth day to take a purgative. In the courfe of
» five weeks fhe was completely cured, and recovered the ufe of
* her limbs, e ol ok

The falutary effe@s refulting from the ufe of the carb®nat of: -
potafs in pucrperal fevers, appear to be fufficiently proved. ‘S

“In the year 1771, M. Tifiot, in his Effay on the difeafes of *
people in general, propofed as a remedy for metaftafes of the
‘milk, the ol of tartar (the carbonat of potafs in a liquid ftate,)
in dofes of from twelve to fifteen or even twenty drops, ‘three
or four times a day, to be taken in a fmall quantity of water,
broth, or gruel ; a remedy from which he frequently obferved
the beft effes to refult. ~ Van Stichel, 2 phyfician of Bruf-
fglles, in a fmall work entitled ¢ Refle&tions on the acute dif=
eafes of women in child-bed, their nature, caufes, and treat-
ment, in the Auftrian Netherlands,” printed 'in 1789, and
which deferves to be more generally known, when f{peaking of
this medicine, which he had adopted on the authority of Tiflot,
exprefles himfelf in the following terms:  ° :

¢ Although I have coincided in opinion with the greater:
numbér of practitioners, with refpe& to the variety of acute dif-
cafes of women in child-bed, I have riot been fuccefsful in their
treatment. But fince I am convinced. that neither inflammatory
nor putrid fevers, nor nervous affections, exift on fuch occafi-
ons, ‘and being well perfuaded that every acute fever which in-
grvenes,in women recently delivered is primarily induced by a

lnefs of the milk, or at leaft that the fever is complicated
with this caufe, and confequently ought to demand the principal
attention of the phyfician, I have been more fuccefsful in my
treatment of fuch difeafes.”’ Sy 5
~ With' an intertion to corre& the acefcence of the diffufed
milk, and to prevent its ultimate coagulation, Van Stichel
prefcribed the purified oil of tartar per deliquium, from one to

_ three drachms daily, in four ounces of diftilled elder water, «
fweetened with two ounces of honey, to bg taken by a table
{poonful, either aloge, or mixed in a pint of ftrong infufion of
elder flowers, and swo or three ounces of hohey. -+ = . |

‘With this remedy glone, after he had, according to his ufual
practice, excited abundant perfpiration, and encouraged. it for

feveral days; he often cured the moft violent puerperal fevers.

« Others,” adds the author, “ have met with the fame fuc-
cefs by fimilar means, among whom is M. Van der Belen,
Doétor of Medicine in the Univerfity of Louvain, whoy in a -

- Jetter dated O&tober 3, 1787, exprefies himfelf on this.fubjedt.

o8]
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in the following words: “I have fucceeded fo well with foup
alkaline mixture in puerperal fever, that I can eaay,difpen'fc
with any other remedy, and I need not even have recourfe to
ipecacuanha, whatever praife it may otherwif deferve.”” '
Cit. Allan, gur colleague, has feveral times employed. this *
remedy: Lhave myfelf had occafion to apply it with advantage,
and wePhave obferved the heft cffeéts from the carbanat of pot-
afs gombined with bark, when the fever was of the remittent
kind. ‘Fhis combinati®n would be particularly ufeful in com-
plicated cafes of the puerperal with that of the gaol fever.

* In extolling the method propofed by Cit. Guinot, we are far
from withing to depreciate the merit of that we have derived
from the celebrated Doucet. But whatever fuccefs the latter
may have been attended with, it can only be depeneled on when
ipecacuanha has been given on the firft attack of the difeafe,
and even then it has fometimes proved ineffeGtud. Henee it i§
of advantage to introduce into medical practice another remedy,
the efficacy of which is confirmed by a great number of expe-
riments, and which may, in all cafes, be ufefully combined with
that propofed by Doucet, as.it will'prove of great fervice when
the latter has not been timely adminiftered, or when it has failed
to produce the defired effects.

Chronic Dyfphagia, which originated frem a ravenous Appetite.
Z <. ByDr. HagsTROM. :

[From the New Tran@a&tions of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockbolm.

= e Val. XIX. 5798.].

In the year 1797, 2 gardener died fuddenly in the 62d year
of his age, in confequence of a violent colic. - This man was
of a fpare habit_and thin appearance; he had always been af-
fi&ed with fuch a ravenous appetite, that he confumed as much
food as four other petfons, and®neverthelefs complained of infa-
tiable hunger. I'f: had frequently been {ubje&t to the colic
and a violent heartburn, and thrée or four years previous to his
death, he was confined to his bed for fix months by a fimilar

<difeale, attended with conftant vomiting, = For {everal years to-
Awards the latter period of his life he could take only liquid
ﬁod, miaiﬁeréfeby fpoonfuls. - Dr, Hagftrom attended him
or three years 3 but without heing able to parform a cure. On
diffe&ing the body after death, - the lungs, Jiver and heart, were -
in a perfeétly found ftate; but the ftomach was of a monftrous:
appearance, being three times the ufual fize. - It contained from:
three to four quarts of matter refembling the yolk of an egg,
when boiled hard and cut into fmall pieces, while it was ex-.
tremely pungent and acid, In the mefentery were two fmall
. indurations, fcarcely the fize of 3 common pea. Qne pattﬁ;pf
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the ‘celophagus was fo “indurated and conftriGted, that a goofe
quill could with difficulty be introduced. ~ The patietes of this
callous cylinder were half an inch thick, and its length mea=
* fured about two inches: © The author is of opinion, thatthe dif-
* tention of the ftomach and its atonic flate orighnated from the
uncommon voracioufnefs of the patient ; and there not feing a
fufficient quantity -of the gaflric juice to diffolve the food, the
-ingefta had affumed fuch corrofive properties as readily pro="
" duced the colic and heaitburn; particularly as the cefophagus
had been muc ulcerated by frequent vomiting, 5

Some Obfervations on the dangerous Effei? of cutting the Hair

during the Convalefzence from Acute Difeafes. By Cit. Lano1x.
“(From the Bul'efln of the-Philomuathic Society, No. 1, Germinal, sth year of the-

‘ Republic. April, 17977 & =« At

«THE Autho®of this Memoir informs us, that if any natural
emunétories are formed on the hairy part of the head, towards
the decline of flow nervous fevers, it is of the greateft iinp’qrt- 4
ance ‘to ‘preferve thefe canals, and particularly not to cut the &
bhair, which defends thefe parts from the injurious accefs of the
airy S it ' : : e : :
- Two women, in a very convalefcent ftate, whofc hair had
been cat on their recovery from a putrid malignant fever, died
foon after this imprudent 2&ion. A third owed her preferva- -
tion to hier youth and the eaergy of her conftitution.

Cit. Lanoix has added to thefe fals fome refle@ions, by
which he endeavours ro prove,-that when the cutting of the
hair is attended with fatal confequences, they muft be aferibed
to this circumflance; that the crifis direCted by nature towards
“the head, is impedgd, and, as it were, arrefted in its. progrefs.
Confidering the hair a8 proper organsof fecretion which are fymw -
patﬁeti'cally conneted with the brain, and shat they do not poi-
fefs the property ‘of conducting caloric, he concludes that th
muft be important parts in promoting the crifis ifrdifeafes, and
that confequently they ought’to be preferved ; becaufe Nature
“fhould rather be affifted than 'difturbed in the meafures fhe a- °
dopts, with refpet to an organ fo effential to the procefs of lifé.

L 3 2 L AR
i\ On the Effest of thY Extraciof Belladonna, applied to the Eyes -
L Previous to ther being operated for the Cataraf.. .
. Dr. Rermarvus of Hamburgh,  a correfponding member
of-the Philomathic Society, has obferved, that on pouring into
the eye a few drops of the extra& of belladonna, diffolved in .
water, a temporary paralyfis took place, during which the pu~
. pil was uncommonly dilated, infomuch that the iris became al‘f;‘~_
0 ; e 1 X S 5 x S T moit
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moft invifible. In confequence of this remarkables phenome-
non, he has propofcd this remedy with a view to prepare the '
eye for the operation of the catara&. TR

Dr. GrassMEYER, a fuccefsful oculift at Hamburgh, has |
actually emplofed this expedient in his practice, with uncom-
mon agvantage. The above-meritioned -cffet on the eye is
produced within half an hour after the application of the re-
medly, fo that by the extreme dilatation of the pupil, the prac-
titioner was enabled to commence the operation at the cornea,
and proceed to the capfule of the cryftalline lens, without fear
of hurting the iris. In fhort, the paralyfis effefted on the re-
tina, prevents the dreadful confequences which a fudden admif-
fion of light might probably occafion. Zbid. No. 3 sth year.)

Extraz from a Memoir by Cit. Sabatier, Profeffr at the Schoal
of Medicine in Paris, relative to the Amputation of the Arin
at the Articulation. : ] i

IN latter times many improvements have been made refpe&-
ing the method, as well as the means, employed in the am-
putation of the joint. Ingenious inftruments have been in-
vented by the moft celebrated pra&itioners, for ftopping the
violent flux of blood in amputation, and preventing hazmorr-
hages, which generally prove fatal. ‘This operation is even
at prefent allowed to be fo dangerous, that it ought ‘never
to be performed except in the moft defperate cafes. Some
difeafed affections of the os humeri, and certain fractures
caufed by gun-fhot wounds, oblige us, however, frequently to’
have recourfe to the inftrument. In the prefent memoir, - Cit.
Sabatier propofes to fubftitute another operation, which, by
preferving the limb, and reftoring its power of motion, does
not expofe the life of the pitient to fo much danger. He
_then endeavours to prove, in four obfervatns, that this ope-
ration is pracicable, and that it is often partly- accomplifthed _
by Nature alone. - The firft of thefe obfervations is inferted
in the 2d volume of the Academic de Chirargie, by BOUCHER,
who has extrallgd feveral pieces. of bone from the articula-.
tion of the-fcapula and” humerus. The_ fecond obfervation,
by ‘Cit. TrHomas, furgeon at Pézénas, is sthe following: A
little girl, four years of age, after recowering from the con-
fluent fmall-pax;” was' afflicted with an abfeefs, which opened
fpontaneoqﬂy, and eje&ted a portion of the os humeri, of the
length of o,04, without the periofteum, and deprived. of the
epiphyfis that formed its artiqulary head: - It feparated after
thirty days, without the aid of art. ~Cit. Thomas then began
to extratt the portion belonging to the articulation, and thg
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wound was healed in the cotirfe of a month. The' arm ‘was
not ﬁznﬁhly’dlmmx{hed in lengthy and this patient, when fifteen
- years of a age, had fo far recovered the ufe of it, thas fthe was
. enabléd to' continue her ufual occupations as a fervant. Some
otime after fhe had the misfortune to be drowngd, and a va-
riety “of circumfYances intervened, which prevented Cit. Tho-
mas from learning what change the bone kad undergone, ® :

A third ob(erv‘mono very Mimilar to that above related was
communicated to the London Medicad Socicty, and: after«,
wards publifhed in a feparate work, under the title of ¢« Chi-
rurgical Obfervations,” by Mr. White of Manchefter. But
in this cafe the effeét of Nature was not waited for. The
humerus was amputated 2 fecond time. Four months after,
the patient: was difcharged from the hofpital, cured; his arm
was not diminifhed above 0,03; its form was unaltered and
he ufed it with as much  ftrength and aglhty as that w}nch had
nét been injured. 7

The fourth obfervation is by Cit. Vicaroux, furgeon at
Montpellier. It is recorded in a memoir prefented to ‘the
Academy of Chirurgery, in the year 1774. ‘The ‘operation
which this furgeon performed is of the fdme nature as that
of Mr. White; but it was performed too late, and the pa-
‘tient died in confequence of a metaftafis.

In thefe different obfervations, where the head of the hu-
merus was detached from the corpus offis in confequence of
difeafe, and where there was luxation, the amputation was
eafily performed but ina cafe of caries of exoﬁoﬁs, which
may require an amputation of the arm at the joint, this ope-
ration becomes more difficult, and requires other modes of
proceeding. The followmcr is the refult of Cit. Sabatier’s
method of operating, after a great ‘number of trials on dead
bodies. : :

. The patient b'eing' feated on a chair, ‘two incifions’ are-
made on the anterior and fuperior part of the arm, each o,10
long, at the’ diftance of 0,03 longltudma]ly, and united be=
low in the thape of a V. he integuments, and that part
of the deltoides mufcle, which fthould be co grehended in the
incifion, being removed, the elbow muft be® drawn behind,
after which all the tendons of the muicles fhould be cauti- -

_oufly cut at the cxrcu'm.erence of .the capfule, together with
three-fourths of the anterior parts of that membrane. The.
head of the bone fhould then  be expelled through the wound,
by cutting the attachments of the pectoralis major, the ro-
tundus major, and the dorfalis magnus. The’ ampugatxon of
- the bone muit be compleated by paﬂ"mg ‘behind a thin pafte-«
board, yet fufficisntly {trong to guard the mufcles from the

NUMB. X1V, Bbb Ay aé’aon
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adtion of the faw. An able afliftant fhould place his firger

upon the fmall arteries; to prevent too great a lofs of blood.

For the fake of precaution, another affiftant fhould comprefs

the humeral artery, by means of the inftrument invented by .
Camper, viz. by fupporting a thick comprefs between the co-»
racoid procefs, the humeral extremity of the clavicle and pec-

torali®minor, or by another apparatus, fuch as that propofed iff
one of the French Journals of Medicine for the year I{Z65.

‘The patient having blen drefled after the opesationy, muft be

put to bed. . : =

Cit. Sabatier concludes this memoir, by relating a cure,
performed in confequence of a treatment analogous to what
he propofes, and which he has fince obferved in the 64th
volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions, by Jacos Benck,
furgeon at Newcaftle.* R :

« We may here be permitted,”” add the Edisors of the Bul-
letin, ¢ to take notice of the refults of experiments on the
fame fubje&t ' performed upon dogs, at the School  of Medi-
cine, by Cit. Chauffier, and which he has announced in his
public le&tures. “T'he whole: head of the femur was removed
by the faw. ‘The regenerated part: of the bone recovered ‘ts
rotatory motion, over the hip bones, although' the limb. re-
mained a little thorter. This operation was not accompanied
with any diftrefling fymptoms. ' Jbid. No. XXXIV. Nijvese,
“8th year. s e : %

O# the Chemical Analyfis of Vegetables. By Dr,
Hermest&DT, of Berlint -
_ [ Continued from our firft Vélume, p. 506.7.
On the Separation of Mz.ecilage from Vegetable Bodies.
- Pure mucilaginous matter is found in very few vegetables, in
a feparate ftate, as it is ufually intermingled with gum, In or-
der to feparate both ingredients carefully from each other; the
plant fubmitted to analyfis muft be treated precifely according
to the method already pointed out on.a former occafion 31 the
dry mafs thus sbtained,§ fhould previoufly bé weighed with
S st bl i Gl G iz aaiiugy casibin great

— — 2

;;* We have not been able to find this Cafe in the volume here mentioned,
SEDITS S g > :
* Tt Wehave at length received the contindation of thefe vahiable papers,
- ‘which we ar¢ happy to*lay before our readers, without farther delay, -as we
are in.noffeffion of the whole. "Eprr. - - G
~ f Vide the procefs for feparating gum, as ftated in our Journal, Vol. I.
- pp. 504, and fal. §( Thid. p, 505,~3. S e e e

i
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gredt accugacy, and then diffolved in the fmalleft poffible quan-.
ity of pure water. Into this. folution, vitriolic 'acid diluted
with an equal quantity of diftilled water fhould be dropped by
fmall portions : - by thefe means the mucilage will foon be re-
' duced to a coagulated ftate, while the matter of gum will re-
main unchanged. When no farther coagulation takes place, the
*whole mafs is fuffered ta ftand at reft; that the feparate,. muci-
lage may depofit itfelf on the bottorn of the veflel, where itac-
quires 2 gelatinous confiftence. The sfupernatant clear fluid
dhould then be carefully decanted, but the mucilaginous refi-
duum muft be evaporated to drynefs By a gentle hea, till it be-
comes of a confiftence fimilar to horn.—T'o determing the re-
lative proportion of mucilaginous matter exifting in a certain
vegetable, there is riothing farther required than to'deduct. the
lofs which the whole mafs has fuftained, by balancing it againit
the actual weight of this horny refiduum, %

On the Separation of Albumen from Vegetables. .

As the albumen of dricd vegetables acquires fuch a degree of
hardnefs, that it can neither bediffolved nor foftened by. water,
it is an almoft indifpenfuble requifite to choofe the vegetables in

‘@ freth and fucculent ftate, in order to effect. its foparation.
The various fpecies of grain however, and fruits of the pulfe
kind, make an exception to this rule; becaufe in thefg, the al-
bumen is proteted againft complete exficcation, by its inter-
mixture with other conftituent parts: in thefe 2l{fo the fepara-
tion of the albumen muft be accomplifhed by a very different
procefs.. St . : s TR N ey

We fhall firft point out the method of analyzing freth:and
fucculent vegetables, with which  the operator proceeds in the
following manner ; SR Sy s

1. A detérminate quantity *of frefh plants is accurately
Weig’;iﬂe{d; then bruifed in a ftone mortar, and the fap properly
expreflfed. The woody refiduum is macerated in cold water,
the whole mafs well ftirred, and the fluid part again exprefled

-and mixed with the former. “The whole liquor is then expofed |
to reft for feveral hours, that the fibres in the other foreign par= -
ticles may fall to the bottom; a clear fuid %s then decanted, -
which contains theedlbumen mixed with other ingredients.

2. The whole liqugr is next poured into a tin kettle, or a -
glafs retort, and expofed to a heat of 70 degrees of De Lug, or,
190 degrees of Fahrenheit... In this temperatare, all the albu-
men cgagulates, and appears on the furface of the fluid, like a
conneéted plaftic matter. ; ’ s
3. After the whole has been {uffered to grow cold, the re-
maining liquor ‘at length becomes perfe@lyclear. It is then

: oo By et -~ filtered

W § T
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 fltered through blotting paper previoufly weighed, g@nd thé ale

bumen left on the paper is purified from the adhering foreign

particles, .by frequent affufions of cold water; it is afterwards

dricd, and its weight determined by the fcale. o o

- By this metfod we may difcover the proportion of albumen *
in a frefh plant but in order to.afcertain this proportion like-
wife it a dry plant, it is only neceflary to compare the relative
wejght of vegetablesin a frefg; and dried ftate;. thus, forinftance,
if eight ounces weight of a frefh plant fhould produce 120
_grains of albumen, and if cight ounces of a frefh plant fhould
-be equal to two ounces in a dried ftate, it follows that one

pound of the dry plant will contain g6o grains of albume‘n._

>

On the Scparation of the Albumen from the various Species of
; « Grain and the leguminous Seeds.  * :

To determine the quantity. of ‘albumen contaned in varioys
kinds of grain, and the leguminous feeds, -the following procefs
ought to be adopted: = = - ’

The fubftance under experiment is firft reduced to the fineft
Jpowder, a certain quantity-of it is weighed, and mixed. into a
Aolid pafte with cold water ;- which pafte is then tied up in a

clofe piece of linen, and immerfed in cold water, where it is
kneaded with the hand, till the repeated affufions become no
longer turbid, but remain perfe@ly clear. e
3 qﬁy this fimple procefs the farinaceous ingredients; as well as
the gummy and faccharine particles, combine with the water,
while the albumen remains on the linen, and exhibits a light
grey, tough, and elaftic fubftance. In this ftate it fhould be
‘perfectly dried, and its weight properly afcertained. i

On the Separation of the Caoutchouc, commonly called Gum Elaftic.
“T'his elaftic matter is a conRituent part of various vegetable
produ&tions, though it is ‘of all gum-refinaus ingredients the
moft difficult of feparation. If it be intermingled with fome
of the refinous fubftances, fuch as: the’ gtm maftich, it ‘may
thonce be obtained tolerably pure, by a previous: digeftion and

_ feparationof the refinous part with the-aid of redtified fpirit
©: wine. It m¥y be feparated with equal facility from the
‘different fpccies of mifleltoe,* by wafhin's it in water, with
Sl e R S R e MR S which

" ® M. THIELEREIN, a German chemift, has firlt proved, in ¢ CRELL's

| ’ng/le‘{r Entdeckungen der Chemie,” Part VII, P- 58, that the glutinous part

of the miffelroe is perfeéily analogous to the elaftic gum ; a faft which-hg has.

confirmed by experiments.—Is it not probable that this fubftance, in gencraly
_confifts of a combination cf vegetable mucilage with the aftringent principle,
,OF mater —The reader is requeited to compare this problem with the, fub:

_ quent obfervations telativé to'the iEparation of the aftringent matteri— ir
< next, - s P oons e
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which it readily combines. But the procefs of extral@ing the
caoutchoue is attended with much greater difficulties in thofe
vegctables where it is mixed with gummy and faponaceous in-
gredients; yet here likewife the operator will fucceed in the
attempt, if the proceeds in the following manncsw: e

I. A certain quantity of a plant afcertained by 'wejght, is
repeatedly digefted in alkohol and water, till the fibrous and
woody refidutnin imparts neither tafte nor colour to the neix-
turc: thefe folvents deprive the vegetables, under experimznt,
of every other ingredient, except the caoutchouc, which re-
mains undiffolved. ; : §

2. The refiduum, after being dried, ought to be ftrongly
digefted with four or fix parts of rectified petroleum; which
diflolves theselaftic gum, and leaves the fibrous part of the ve-

getable at the bottom of the veffel. 3 e
« -3+ The liquor obtained by exprefling the whole through Ii-
nen cloth, fhould be left to fettle for feveral days, after which °
the clear fluid is poured off, and mixed with a third part of |
water ; this mixture ought to be diftilled over in a retort,
where the caoutchouc matter remains in the refiduum, forming

a tough, elaftic mafs—the weight of which may be determined-
after it has been completely dried. - R s

On the ‘Separation of Wax from Vegetables. ¢

If 'we are induced to believe, either from external appear-
ances, or more correétly from a previous examination, inftituted
‘according to the directions formerly given,* that a vegetable

“body contdins matter of wax, we may adopt for its feparation

the following moft convenient method: s ;
1. The fubftances underexperiment muft be previoufly freed
from all other ingredients which are foluble in water and alko- .
hol; the refiduum is then mixed, either with fix times its
weight of cauftichmmonia, or ftrongly digefted in a weak lix-
iv of cauftic-natron. Thefe fluids combine with the mat-
ter of wax, and render it foluble in its prefent watery miedium,
2. The liquor thus obtained is carefully cleared from the re-

- fiduum, then filtered, and afterwards a diluteel {ulphuric acid is

dropped into it, while it is inceflantly ftirred till .the acid pre-
“dominates in the Mixture. The matter of wax, which by this
treatment is feparatetl in the Torm of a ‘pale yellow powder,
fhould be completely edulcorated in water, and melted over a
gentle fire: it will now appear in its pure form, fo that its

~wr:ight may be determined accordingly.

[ To be continued in our next Number. ]

: * Sce the firft Volume of this Journal, p. 298, H. .
2 s {oaa it D X
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To the ‘Em'ro.as of the MepicaL and Puvsrcdt.ljﬁ‘ﬁim\b. ,

“

Ggntlemen, . Tk

D BHNEY cltor it 5 fevor, if you will infir i solina R
article in your valuable*Work ; and am, :

Seutbavell, Nott. Your obedient humble fervant,
M SR 8005 - ) - BEN]J. HUTCHINSON.: .

Dr. Soemmering, of Frankfort on the Mayne, having read
the Life of Mr. Charles Darwin in my Biographi% Medica, (in
which a paﬂ‘%e is quoted from an ingenious Thefis on Heétic
Fever, by Dr. Cappe, of York) thinks hin¥elf ill ufed in
being accufed of publithing a falfity, by faying in a Treatife
of his on Diabetes, that Mr. Charles Darwin, had not, in-fa&,
made the experiments on Pus and Mucus, for which the firft
prize medal was alloted to him at Edinburgh, but that he
wrote thofe &xperiments from imagination ;—:’Br; Soemmering,
in a letter which I lately received from him, afferts that he was
fo informed by Mr. Fyfe, and hopes the paflage alluded to in
my Biographica Medica, may be contradi@ed in fome refpeéta-
ble ';;:b\lication, or otherwite omitted-n a future edition of that
WOrk. > %

I have therefore troubled you with this account, but beg to
add, that Dr. Cappe of York, and Dr. Ryan of Dublin, re="
peated Mr. Charles Darwin’s: experiments, and found fimilar
refults’with thofe defcribed by him; and.alfo, that Dr. Soem-
mering muft ftill continue the propagator, though not the in-
ventor, of the afiertion in his treatife on Diabetes, This cir-
cumiftance cannot refle&t any credit on the véty ingenious Ger-
man  phyfiologift, as the contrary facts ought to be eftablifhed
by repeated experiments, not by hearfay gvidence. .

e

S 2 : : o
_ Meffis. TENNANT and PEarson haling announsed that
they had fucceeded in obtaining carbon by,decompofing’ the car-
bonat of lime by 'means of phofphorus, the. Society, in confe-
" quence of this- aflertion, requefted Citizens VAUQUELIN and
RONGNIART, in conjunétion with their Secretary, to,repeat
this experiment. Cit. BRONGNIART fthortly after read a2 Me-
moir on the theory of the different affinities of oxygen with
carbon, phofphorus, and with the phofphoric and carbonic acids
2 . combined |
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comdbined with alkalies; in which he proved,: that the fa& an-
nounced by the Englifh phyficians was founded on experience.
The members of the Socicty, charged with this commifiion,
confequently prefented a confiderable quantity of carbon ob-
* rained from the decompofiton of the carbonats »f lime and fo-
da, by means of phofphorus.— Rapport General dzs Trayaux de
la Sociéte Philomatigue de Paris, An. vi. p. 51., g

Cit. BRoNGNIART read a Memoir to the Society, on the cha- |

7 radkers to be adopted in defcribing mineral fubftances. ‘He ap-
plied fimple charadlers- to. each of the great divifions of this
kingdom, and marked the fpecies and varieties by particular ad—

- ditions to thefe figns ; fo that they prefent a fyftematic divifion -
very analogeus to that adopted for mineralogical fcience, and
= the fertility of which, in all their poflible variations, furpafles
that of all natural fubftances known in the mineral kingdom.
= TIbid. p. 82. : Ber

‘The fame member read fome paffages from his Journey to |
the Alps, in which he had inferted fome obfervations on the
natural hiftory and ceconomy of thofe countries, and on the
manners of their inhabitants, He refted his defcription of the

" fpecimens which contributed to confirm his opinion on the ori-
gin of feveral rocks which compefe this chain of mountains,.
particularly on that of a porphyroidal” pudding (pouding por=
phiroide), which he confiders as primitive, that is, of a forma-
tion coeval to that of the cryftallization” of the mountains call-
? primitive. Thefe pudding ftones are contained in. perpen-

icular banks, alternating with thofe of a micacious, fchiftus,
without being intermixed with other rocks. He obferved, that

“in ‘their compofition the angles of the {chiftus are {carcely ob~
tufe, while thofe of the quartz,® which is comparatively ver
han?i almoft unifosmly appear as if they were rolled.—Zbid.
P.. 2 5 - s e N

——

_Cit. HALLE ‘made a report to the Society, on a cafe of fim-
ple idiopathic atrophy. The fubje& of this opfervation-was a
young -female, who died at the age of 25, in confequence of a
confiderable wafting$ without any apparent caufe. = She had

.. been cache&ic from the fifth or fixth year of her age; at feven

fhe had a flight menftruation, but which did not continue fong s

at fourteen the catemenia commenced; ‘and from her feventeenth -
+ to her twenty-firft year they gradually diminithed, at which pe=
riod they entirely ffopped, and fhe became progreflively leaner
till the time of her deceafe ; ‘though fhe was enabled to follow
her ufual employments, without obferving: any difference in
~her evacuations. Her complaint terminated without any other .
=% - : " mptoms -
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fymptoms than laffitude, weaknefs, and an inclination to fliep:

n opening the body, the {kin appeared to adhere to the bones,
‘The abdomen was deprefled, and almoft touched the vertebrae ;
and no appearance of fat could be obferved either in the epi-
ploon or the maefentery. © On raifing the fkin of the gfoin, he
perceived feveral white and dry threads, refembling nerves,
. with tdmefactions not unlike the nervous ganglions. It was
evigent that thefe were the lymphatic veflels which had changed
to that ftate. The caVity of thefe veffels appeared completely
obliterated, as the ufual traces of them were no where percept=
ible, nor could thofe of the lafteals be difcovered. No caufe
could be affigned for this fingular difeafe, unlefs it were attri-
buted to long continued and oppreflive mental afteGtions, which

2

_ were carefully concealed. — 7b/d. p. 128. * -

Cit. CuviERr read a Memoir on the circulation of the blood
in fuch animals as have this fluid of a white colour. Aftér
‘having taken a view of the different combinations eftablifhed
. by Nature, with refpect to the organs of circulation in the va-
rious clafles of animals, he obferves; ‘that thofe which have
white blood are provided but with one order of veflels, con-
veying only a fimple lymph, = He founds his argument parti-
- cularly on the immediate communication of thofe veflels with
all the cavities of the body, and obferves, that as the inteftinal
- canal pafles through the heart of feveral of them, the chyle
‘which tranfudes  immediately into that organ, is fufficient for
the fupply of ‘the body.— 74id. p. 137. :

The fame member read a Memoir on the manner in whigg
nutrition apparently takes place in infeéts. From the opinions
of feveral authors, as well as from his own’ obfervations, h

- has afcertained that the dorfaP veffel of infe&s is not a heart,
- and that it poffefles no branch which can ferve for the purpofe
of ‘circulation. The author afferts, that infeGs are progided
with no other veflels than the trachea, that the nutritive Juice
pafles only through the inteftinal canal, and that all the parts
derive their alimgent from fimple fuftion. He alfo obferves,
that the fecretory organs: of infe&s do not form folid glands,
fuch as are found in all animals that are f)uovided with a heart,
but that they confift of ifolated and fpongy tubes; and, finally,
that the whole organization of this clafs of animals is difpofed,
as if they had neither heart nor blood vefiels.~— Zbid. p. 1 38.

- Prof. HERMBSTAEDT, of Berlin, bas lately made the im-

_portant difcovery of feparating the mineral alkali, or foda, from
common falt,, by a very cheap and expeditious pgpccfs. Th?

kmgg_.‘

> Pl

\
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'Ki:lg of Pruflia, not infenfible of the great advantages to be de-
rived ‘from this new method of obtaining fo valuable and ufeful
an article of commerce, has confequently eftablithed a chemical h}g‘-
nufadtory at Schoenbeck, where that commodity is produced in the:
great way; at the expence of the Crown. : . : :

Dr. Bouviow, a phyfician of {fome emirence in Strafburg, has
written to Paris to obtain all the medical affiftance that fcience Gan
afford, with a view to ftop the further progrefs of an epidemical
diforder which has broken out in thdt city very fately, and which.
he confeffes to have been treated hitherto, by the faculty of the . |
place, without fuccefs. The ravages of it are deferibed to be great,
and afflicting to humanity. . It manifefts itfelf by an angina of,
a -malignant nature, complicated with a fcarlet fever ; it particalarly”
attacks youn® perfons between the age of eightcen and twenty-four.

. The tables of the meteorologifts of Strafburg have been con=
" Julted by the medical gentleman; without deriving any  fatif=
fadtion as to the caufe of this deplorable occurrence.  The period:
when the diforder is fatal, is not fo regular as in many endemical and
epidemical difeafes. ' '
The Ele€tor of Saxony has iffued orders for e‘{‘e&ing a Chémical
. Laboratory, and an Inftitution for the infiruStion of frudents inf
midwifery,  in the Univerfities of Leipzig and Wiittenberg, i s Lo

g i

The Botanical Society of Nuremberg‘has‘ been revived by the -
exertions of Count Sternberg, after having ceafed for feveral years
to hold its meeting. - :

& Mr. Jouxn BELL'S_ Treatife on Wounds has béen tranflated. inta
* the German, with remarks and additions, by Dr. J«G. F. Leune;
ﬁLeipzig, Bohemia. ; e SRS RS e :

ok E By

ﬁ 831 - Domeftic Intelligence. sl o)

Dr. Barry will begin his ufinal Courfe of Leures o the The= °
ory.and Practice of Midwifery, and on the Difec{es of Women and
Children, on Mondgy, April 4th, at half paft ten o'clock in the"
morning, at his hotfe;” No. 6, Great Marlborough Street. :

: : —— VALY 5
Dr. Wirricn has in the prefs, the third Edition of his ¢ Leca
tures on Diet.and Regimen.” 5 s e

)
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- of Affinities, the new Chemical Symbols, the fpecific and. abfolut

“prefent Metre, Litres, and Grammes, together with thofe’

h!hcrs, are equally confplcuous’

2

‘M 2 Heron’f .‘Ele:ﬂélif‘.l‘.iéf léﬁzmj?ry. 3470

1. ‘We have extraéted this declara.tlon from the tranﬂ1tor5 infirng-
- tive preta.ce, in which he alfo gives an account ‘of his labours, to
render this work as extenfively ufeful as the prefent | ﬁ‘ate of feience
will admit. With this laudable intention he has, x o8
retained the refcrences in the paragraphs, or rather increa
numbcr, in order to affift the recollection of the .eader. 2. Hehas
added, in notes, all fuch difcoverics and 1mprovements made.

-

the German publication of this work, as dome within the aompafs ;
of an elementary treatife. 3. The new nomenclature of the French
chemifts has, with a few judicious variations, been. preferred, tho’®
at the bcgmnmg of the work the ancient lcrmuzolov‘ ¢y has purpofely ;
‘been employed ; yet, after having explained every particudar f{ub-

ftance and its conftituent parts, the new names are fucceflively in-
troduced, and then, for fome time, both have been promifcuoufly

ufed, fo that towards the latter part, the preference has almoft uni-

formly been-given ‘to the new nomenclature. 4. The moft necel-

fary and ufeful chemical infiruments are reprefented in fix elegant

engravings, by the mafterly hand of Lowry, and 4 fevent
‘added to the {econd volume, exhlbxtmcr a fuflicient numbe
cimens of the new chemical fymbols, progrefiively from the p
tive and fimple to the compound. - 5. The induftrious editor and
‘tranflator of this work has farther enhanced its value by an-appen-

dix rarely to be-met with in fimilar attempts ; as it contains Zu’les ;

wity of  Bodies, the comparifon of Fahrenheil’s with Reaum
mometer, the former french Weights and Meafures, 28 we

Engh(h——to which he has added a fmall Clemical Lzbrary ’lhe
whole is concluded with a copious Alphabetical Index, to facilitate

occafional reference, and chiefly intended to ferve as a compeﬁdlous—-.

k. Dlé’uonary of both the old and new Nomenclature. = *

We refrain from faying more, with refpect to this- m}portant cle-

| mentary work, whofe: author is fufficiently known to our readers,

than that the ingenuity of the editor, and the hberahty of the pub—

- ,‘,._
S N

Ll ts qf C/zem_z/lryl/ 4 comprelzenduw all the: mg/i zmpm'tant fa&s‘ and.
U principles in the works of Fourcroy and Chaptal 5 uith the addition

gf the more recent chemical difcoveries which huce been mude k‘noum :

e Britain and on the Continent ;”and with a variety of facés and.
. wiews, which hate " never before been comm. nicated to the wor

Intende(l for ths ufe, not anly of thole who fFudy’ Clemifiry we
p) oﬁ[]zonal erpq/co to which this fludy is commonly preferreds but.

alfo for farmers, manufacturers, dyers, and the other artyfans of e

Chemical Arts in general, &c.” By RoBexT Herow. ecta.vc :

About 700 pages. Price 12s. 180o. London, Longman and

Rees. :
THE Anthor’s aim, in the compoﬁtxon of the prefent: work

pcars pretty evident from this circumfiantial® txtle, as well as the -

preface; He alfirms that the phlogifiic theory is ﬁxll lurking, not -

(.,CCZ S (mly
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: oniy,in the very befl works of the French chemifts, fuch as thols
of Fourcroy and Cuaprar, but. “ that it triumphs in the che-
mical writings of moft of thofe great men, the Stor1p1ssis (we

~apprehend the StTamrians) of Germany,”

He farther cenfures

the wnfCientific confufion of arrangement prevailing in all former fyf-
tems of. Chemiftsy, except only the ¢¢ Philofophy of" Chenmiftry,”
by Fourcroy ; while he endeavours to account for this confufio
and to Prefent the world. with an arrangement more Jeientific and
logical, of which the following is an outline :

‘

haven

\e_fimple fubftances,” 1ays Mr. Heron, ¢ at leaft thofe which

ot been hitherto decompofed, are confidered fo many diftiné

crasses: Compounds, in which two or three of thefe fimple fub-
ftances exift in union, are regarded as orDERS: the compounds of
-ihofe compounds conflitute GexerA.  Subordinate to thefe are the
SPECIES 5 which are, of courfe, made up of VARIEgFIES; and

thefe, of INDIVIDUALS.”"— In the whole,

he cannot but hope,

that the arrangement he has followed will be found {0 be not only
the moft fcientific, but by much the beft adapted to open up the feience
- of Chemifiry to the eafy intelligence of the Reader’s mind.”

We

thall not, in this place, attempt to inveftigate and r?ul_y ap-

- preciate Mr. Heron’s claims to originality ; for, befides his new ar-
ran%zmgpt', he has alfo advanced a new theory of the earth; and
while he charges Dr. Beddoes and others with a confiderable por-
tion of empiricifin (p. xxii. of the Preface) he informs the reader,
.that in his book he has endeavoured to DEMONSTRATE, that

all the

there intervenes between the agency of ‘mechanifin, and mechanical
caufes—and

Junctions of the animal powers, whether in health or ficknefs,

that of vitality—a crEmicAL AGENCY, the thorough

knowledge of which can alone enable us to eftablifh the foundations

of trile medical feience.

dicine.

tions of chemiftry, ! |
terefting. - It cannot but confer new dignity on chemical {cience;

This dotrine is ENTIRELY New in me-
If true, it is of infinite importance. Of all the applica-
it muft provs the moft beautiful and the moft in-

fince it exhibits it in this new relation to the principal utilities of

numan life.  That the general trufh is Sully demonfirated, the au- |

thor entertains the firongeft confidence: That he ®may have erred.
in fome of thofe. particular details into which he has attempted 08
follow it is exceedingly {Probable.. "He cannot but hope, that

{6}

the truly candid and philo

phical phyfician, he will bé 6wned to

have opened up a new path for medical inveftigdtion, which, in pre-
Aerence to almoft alkothers, deferves to be inftantly and diligently
~explored,” pp. 22 and 2 3 Preface,' "<~ > o .

. - Dar.

from wifhing to” difcourage new adventurers on fo arduous

- and obfenre a path of inquiry as that ventured®upon by the author
-of thefe *< Elements;” we wo

it uld always recommend to writers a

: certain degree of modefty, and deference to the opinions of others, °

| even on thofe occafions wh

,ixjgéiux;es of thofe whofe ftudy is to cenfure, and not ‘to cor-

; ere our predeceflors have obvioufly eried, -
o medical reader, we apprehend, will be regulated by the fanci-

L mprove ; to démolith the' old fabric, without -erecting 2
: “ 3 r e L : - = “ pcw: 1
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‘new 3ne ; bécaufe they are little concerned about the ftability and
{olidity of the fuperftruGure, provided theg fucceed in broaching
new theories, or new fancies:-— whether fuch fuggeftions be of
pradtical utility, or calcalated tb explain a fingle faét in'Nature,
®oes not appear to be zheir principal obje&. S L
To juftify thefe well-meant remarks, we beg lcave to refgr the
reader to the work before us, viz. pp. ii; iii, vii, ix, x, xii, &c.
of the Preface. In tracing, however, the merits and originality 6f
Lavoifier, Mr. H. appears to have made a wery important difco-
very. He informs us, that he has found, even in Spratt’s Hiflory
of the Royal Society, an account of 2 Zheory of Combufiion, not'
merely akin to that of Lawoifier, but precifely, identically, indubit-
ably the fame; a theory fupported by the indication of a train of
experiments, not lefs ample than that of the French chemifts. It is
not poffible that *this Theory, and the experiments indicated for its
fupport, fhonld have been pnknown to the French Academicians.
Tt 1s aftonifhing that its exiftence, and its coincidence with that £

Lavoifier, fhould not have been fooner popularly pointed out.”’—
We are not prepared to examine this extraordinary ecoincidence 3
but we truft that our correfponderts, who have taken confiderable
Ppains to afcertain the claims of Mayo and other chemifts, , will not
fail to inquire into ‘the merits of this curious fubje&, and favour
us with the refult of their refeayches. =« ° e
In the fourth dppendix to this work, of ‘which there are
than fiwe, Mr. Heron endeavours to prave, that < lime is ¢ :
a concrete flate,’ while he informs us, that, ““ 4 Dr. MircCaiLL,,
" of New York, amidft fome «wery. inaccurate chemical notions, has,
awith great juftice, reprefented the ufe of lime-ftone in ‘paving the
ftreets, in building, &c. as tending to prevent the infe€tion
y*%v fever, and of whatever other difeafes originate i
ciency of gas-oxygen. - But it is impoffible that Zime fhould, by ady
'o[f;%s other known qualities, accom plithgfach an effect,—unlefs by
amfnfenfible converfion of it into gas-oxygen.” - 0 O

A Centinuation of Falts and Obferwvations, velative to the Variole.
Vacciga, or Cowv-Pox. By Epwarp Jexner, M. D. F.R.S,
F. LS8 &c. gto. London, pp. 4z. Law; &e. SN s

We cannot introduce thefe Faéts and Obfervations better

the words of the Author. : : - Sae
‘¢ Since my' former publications on the Vaccine Inoculation,

-have had the fatisfaltion of feeing it extend very widely.” Not |

only in this country is the fubje@ purfued with ardour, but from

my correfpondence with Inany refpectable medical gentlemen on
the Continent, (among whom are, Dr. D¢ Carro, ‘of Vienna, and

Dr. Ballborn, of Hanover,) T find it is as warmly adopted abroad,

where it bas afforded the greateft fatisfallion. I have the plea-.

¢ {ure, too, of feeing that the feeble efforts of a few individuals to
depreciate the new prallice, are finking faft into contempt beneatl |
the immenfe mafs of-evidence which has rifen up in fupport ofit, -
~ # Upwards of fix thoufand ‘perfors have now been inoculated wxgh.
' 3 2 : - the




382 Dr. Fenner, on the Varidle Vacrinz.

the virus of Cow-pox; and the far greater part of. tkem have fince
been inoculated with that of Small-pox,-and expofed to its infection
in every rational way that could be devifed, without effe&. )
¢ It was very improbable thatthe inveftigation of a difeafe fo
analogous to she Small-pox, fhould go forward without engaging
the awtention of the Phyfician of the Small-pox Hofpital in London,
- ¢¢ Accordingly, Dr. Woodville, who fills that department with
dg much refp:&ability, took an early opportunity of inftituting an
Inqguiry into the nature of the Cow-pox. This Inquiry was begun
in the early part of the prefent year; and in May, Dr. Woodyille
-publifhed the refult, which differs eflentially from mine in a point
of ‘much importance. It appears, that three-fifths of the patients
“dnoculated were affeCted with-eruptions, for the moft part {o per-
fe@tly refembling the Small-pox, as not to be diftinguifhed from
them. On this {ubjed, it is neceffary that I fheuld make fome
comments. Y
. ““ When I confider that out of the great numbgr of cafes of cafval
inoculation immediately from cows, which have from time to dme
‘prefented themlelves to my obfervation, and the many fimilar in-
~ ftances which have been communicated to me by medical gentlemen
in this neighbourhood ; when I confider too, that the matter with
~~which my inoculations were conduéted in the years 1797, 98, and
99, was taken from different cows, and that in no inftance any
thing like a variolous puftule appeared, I cannot feel difpofed to
- imagine that eruptions, fimilar to thofe defcribed By Dr. Woodville,
have ever been produced by the pure, uncontaminzted Coan Potk wirus:
on the contrary; I do fuppofe that thofe which the Doctor {peaks of,
originated in the a&tion of variolous matter, which crept into the
conftitution with the vaccine. And thisI prefume happened from
. the inoculation of a great number of the patients with vari%us
matter (fome on the third, others on the fifth day) after the vac-
" cine had been applied; and it thould be obferved, that the matter
thus propagated became the fource of future inoculationsin the hands
of many medical gentlemenevho appeared 1o have been previoufly
- unacquainted with the nature of the'Cow-pox. 5
~ ¢ Another circumftance frongly, in my Opinion, fupporting this
fuppofition, is the following: The Cow-pox has been# known
among our dairies, time immemorial. If puitales then, like the va-
\ riolous, were to follow the commaunication of it from the cow to the
i milker, wouldinot fuch a faét have been known, and recorded at
. our farms?- Yet, neither our farmers, nor the medical people of
~_the neighbourhood, have noticed fuch\an’c;éurrence.”
|~ The Author next adduces a number, of cirtumftances and com-
- munications from various pra@itioners, tending to confirm the pre-
”,'gcgiin’g'opiﬂigus. e conslntles thus s #5 ocern . o St
- ¢ This Inquiry-1s not now fo much in its infincy, as to reftrain
i me fiom f{peaking more pofitively than formerly on the important
i

. point.of Serophula, as conneéted with the Small-pox.

~*¢ Bvery pratitioner in medicine, who has extenfively inoculated

with the Smali-pax, or has attended many of thofe who bave
Bt e dns O Sl Gt s A o
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" had the diftemper in the natural way, muft acknowfl]edge that he has
frequently feen fcrophulous affeétions, in fome form or another,
fometimes rather quickly fhewing themfelves after the recovery of
~ the patients. Conceiving this fact to be admitted, as I prefume it
muft be by all who have-carefully attended to the fubjeét, may [k not
~ afk, whether it.does not appear probable that the general “ntro- |
duétion of the Small-pox into Europe has not béen dmong the moft
conducive means in exciting that formidable foe to health 2 Having-
attentively watched the effects of the Cow-pox in this refpe&, I am
happy in being able to declare, that the difeafe does notappear to
have the leaft tendency to produce this deftruétive malady. -
¢« The fceptici{fm that appeared even among the moft enlight-
ened of medical men, when my fentiments on the important fubje@
of the Cow-pox, were firlt promuigated, was highly landable. To
have admitted the truth of a doéirine, at once {o novel and fo un-
like any thing that ever had appeared in the annals of medicine,
witkout the teft ot the moft rigid fcrutiny, would have bordered
upon temerity ; but now, when that fcratiny has taken place, not
only among ourfclves but in the firft profeflional circles in Europe, -
and when it has been uniformly found in {fuch abundant inftances,
that the human frame, when once it has felt the influence of the ge-
nuine Cow-pox in the say that has been defcribed, is never “af-
terwards at any period of its exiftence affailable by the 8;
may T not with perfe& confidence congratulate my country and :
ciety atlarge on their beholding, in the mild form of the Cow-pox, .
an antidote that is capable of extirpating from the earth 2 difeale
which is every hour devouring its viGtims; a difeafe that has ever
been confidered as the fevereft icourge of the human race.”” -

Obfervations on the Hiffory and Caufe of Afhma ; and a Review of .
‘i Practical Enquiry on difordered Refpivation, in a Letter 12
Bree, the author of that work. By G. Lirscous, furgeon
]ﬁirmingham, &c. &c. 8yo. pp. 108, price 3s.  London, John.

R , v e e
Tr1s work-will douBtlefs be read by many praitioners, and by

~ many Who, perhaps, will be no lefs pleafed with the manner than
with the matter ofit. ~ With refpe to our own fimpletafte; we have' |
no hefitation in confefling that we fhould have preferred the favour
of the difh, if there had been fefs pepper and vinegar in the fauc

. The Chemical Poﬁéet‘-édz, or Memoranda Chemica ; arvanged ina
" Lcompendium of chemiftrye according to the lateft difeoveries, awith
Bergman®s Table of fingle ele&ive attraliions, as improved by Dr. |
G. Pearfon, &ec. , By James PARKINSON, 1zmo. pp. 230, Lon-
- ‘don} Symonds, &c. 3 ; : : ;
TrE increbfing “importance of Chemiftry in numerous branches of -
fci_enc_e, muft render a well arranged compendium of its principles, |
-2 valdable and’ acceptable prefent to' the public.  The well known
#ill, ‘accuracy, and induftry of the author of this cempendinm
TRANG 3 5 are
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Botanigue pour les Femmes, €9e~Botany for the Ladies and Amateurs
of Plants; by R.J. G, Ch. Bazxscw, M. D. Profeflor at Jena;
with 1or coloured figures; tranflated from- the Gerroan into
French, and augmented with Notes and other Additions, by J.
E. B***, Affociate of the National Inftitute in France., Paris and
Strafbur®, 7th year, 8vo. 198 pages.

Tre eanflator has not.only given a faithful tranflation of this
work, but has often found himfelf under the neceflity of developing
the author’s ideas, of illuftrating them by examples, and fometimes
of embellithing them in a more gay or fentimental ftyle, in order to
prove that he never loft fight of the fex for whofe amnfement the
work is chiefly adapted. M. Batfch wrote for Germans, who do
‘not always require an embellifiment of words, but wilp a ferious
work to be treated with gravity. C. B, conceived, that in writing
for French females, he ought to adorn the work with the charms of
imagination, and even borrow, without affectation, the language cf

the pafiions,

)

Lettres du Dodtenr WirLiam KeNtisu, Neveu de Smellic, au Cit.
BaupELOCQUE, £Jc.—Letters from Dr. Wrirriam KENTISH,
Nephew of Dr. SMELLIE, to Cit. BAUDELOCQUE, relative to

« fome Paffages in his Treatife on Midwifery, Paris, in the 8th

i

H o profefs a liberal impartiality in the ftudy of midwifery,
will; with great fatisfaction, read the difcuflions entered into by the
-author, with a view to excite attention to fome errors which, in his
opinion, have efcaped Cit, Baudelocque.
. Nonlicet inter wos tantas componere lites, -

We fhall only obferve, that if the criticifms contained in thefe
" Jetters are not the moft accurate, they are couched in a free and
‘delicate language. o R e

, s, many theorctical and praftical points are here much

better ilh’iftr’ateg than in any other work of the kind. It is from
_this motive we recommend their perufal to all accoucheurs,

RircrLs Philofpphie Animalium, Fafeiculus prinus, de Evinaceo,
Je—Riecers’ Philofophy of Animals. afcicle 1, on the
dge-hog, detailing its organs of digeftion, Thylification, fe.
40 ﬁgﬁﬂs?fmm its parts of generation, its oftgology, mufcles, in-
. Atinétive powers, &c,and with various Phyfiological Problems,

~ Copenhagen, 1799 12mo. 32 pages.
. In the Introdu&ion, the anthor gives an hiftorical account of; the
knowledge of the ancients inzoology, and of the works written by
yem on this fubje& ; he developés fome principles eftablithed by
ftotle, and defends this author againft fomeattacks made on him .
He then proceeds to a defeription of the Hedge-fog, and
umerating the organs of digeflion and c-hyliﬁcat}ilor;’,,
= thole™
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- )
ing the fick poor, would prefent lifts of difeafes widely different :
out and hyfteria might ftand foremoft in the one ; contagious
fevcr and dyfentery in the other. = It is to be lamented, however,
that from the fedentary life to which a great-portion of the poor in |
large cities aresfubjeéted, and from the univerfal and exceflive ufe
of tea, and particularly of fpirituous liquors, which prevails amongft
them, a confiderable number of complaints, which were once al-
meft peculiar to the rich, are now fuperadded to thofe which more
efpecially attend a ftate of poverty; fo that the report of the dif-
eafes of the lower clafs may, in too many inflances, be regarded as
a general {pecimen.
it is well known, that an acute difeafe is often epidemic in one
" part of an extenfive city, while in another few or no traces of it
“are to be found; that frequently it does not, till gfter a confide-
rable time, fpread itfelf univerfally ; or perhaps, aftera partial ex-
tenfion only, it becomes extin&, leaving many, parts wholly uz-
touched by its influence. . )

- It is.obvious alfo, that of many kinds of epidemics, a fmall pro-

i
g‘ortﬁn of cafes only fall under the notice of medical praélitioners,
his obfervation applies. particularly to thofe difeafes of the poor
which are of fhort duration, or'are mild in their nature. Hence,
in a public difpenfary, it is found, that the cafes of meafles, of
1carlet fever, and of hooping-cough, bear not the fame ratio to the
actual prevalence of thofe complaints, as the cafes of moft other
- difeafes which occur in fimilar practice. It may be noticed alfo,
~-that an inftance of {mall-pox is rarely to be met with ata difpen-
- fary, owing probably to the general ufe of inoculation, -and to the
. eftablifiment of a fmall-pox hofpital. 3
- Notwithflanding thefe circumftances, however, it is prefumed,
~ from the example of fimilar reports lately prefented to the public,
_that fuch an one as that now propofed to be given may afford fome
- ufefil information refpeéting many epidemic difeafes, both chro-
nic and acute; fuch, for inftance, “as of fevers, pueumonia, dyfen-
~ tery, diarrhcea, rheumatifm, citarrhal affeions, &c.
‘Were a certain number of phyficians, in different parts of the
- metropolis, as well thofe who belong to medical charities, as thofe
- who are engaged in extenfive private pradice, to unite in publifh- .
~ ing periodically the refult of their obfervations, an accurate and
~comprehenfive view would then be regularly obtained of the flate’
-and progrefs of %ll the difeafes which prevail throughout London ;
- and there is good reafon to believe, that *fgom fuch a plan, well
* conduted, a body of evidence might, in no long time, be pro-
i duced, which would elucidate many obfcure and intricate points
~ xelating to epidemic difeafes. That itiwould, in the: mean time,
_prove an ufeful Fui‘de to pradtitioners in general, no one who is ac-
~ quainted with the influence of epidemic diforders on. esch other
= will venture to deny, : z

¢ The moft important clafs of difeafés, enumerated in the forago-
Under this term are compre-

',i'ng' lift, 1s that of continued fevers.
1ded the typhus and fynochus, in their different degrees and va-
F e $ S nehes s
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rieties, whether arifing from contagion, or from cold and other de-
bilitating caufes. Fevers, we are happy to fay, have, for fome time
paft, been gradually declining, both as to the frequency of their oc-’
currence, and the malignity of their fymptoms. The number of
«afes during the months of O&tober, November, and December, of
the laft year, were to thofe which have happened fince the beginning
of the prefent, nearly in the proportion of four to one. o 2
The accurate defcription of the fever which prevailed at the lat-
ter end of the autumn in another quarter of the town, (inferted in
the Medical Journal for November) accords in general with the
fymptoms of that which occurred within the fame period in the
Finfbury diftriét; there were, however, fome circumftances of dif~
tin&tion. The latter was decidedly of a lefs malignant nature; for,
of between fifty and fixty cafes, which fell under the obfervation
and treatment ef one of the phyficians, in O&ober and November,
three only terminated in death; whereas, in the former, the propor-
tion of fatal cafes was a3 one in four,—ten out of forty-one having
dled. In the latter alfo, a diftin& crifis was feldom or ever obferv-
able, the figns of amendment fhewing themfelves in the moft g=adeud
mannér, fo that it was difficplt to mark the exa& time of their ap-
pearance. Thefe figns for the moft part were, the patient becoming
compofed, and falling into an eafy and refrefhing fleep, after a fate -
of watchfulnefs and irritation; his expreffing himfélf to be more
comfortable in his general feelings; the eyes- and countenance re-
fuming cheir natural a{peé ; the edges of ‘the tongue beginning to-
look clean; the pulfe becoming ftronger, more fteady, and lefs fre-
quent; a diminution of the heat of the fkin, and a return of its
nfual {foftnefs. Of thefe beneficial changes, fometimes one, fome-
times another, gave the earlieft notice of recovery; but the firft
ray of hope was generally refleGted from the eyes, and the featores
of the face: S e : SR oy
The moft common period of the termination of this fever was

the end of the fecond week, or about the fourteenth or fifteenth day.
In 4 few cafes, the difeafe was progralted to an unufual length, in
one of which, an univerfal yellownefs of the fkin, pain about the re-
gion of the liver, ahd violent vomitting, twice occurred; at firlt
during the third week, and the fecond time at the end of the fixth, .
when it proved fatal.. The patient, who was a woman rather ad-
vanced in life, there was reafon to believe, had been addicted to
habits which particularly injure the hepatic fyflen;. In feveral, the
difeafe terminated within the firft week: in the greater part of
thefe, there had bean® an opportunity of adminiftering an emetic
foon after its commencgment. The decided power of emetics; in
cutting fhort the fever, or in rendering it more mild in its fymp-.
toms, was ftrikingly exemplified in a variety of inftances. A ftate
of watchfulnefs and irritation was more than ufvally common, and
proved cxceedingly diftrefling. ‘During the firft ftage ‘of the fever,
1t was feldom removed, and often aggravated, by remedies, particu-

- larly by opium. This medicine, however, about the middle or end"
of the fecond weeks was employed with the very beft effeéls; efpe-
- Nums. - XIV. Eee - cially
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cially when given in dofes not exceeding a quarter of ‘a grair, re--
peated at intervals of about five or fix hours. ~In one cafe, the zing.
opii, with a fuitable quantity of Jinim. faponis, was rubbed on the
legs and thighs, and was facceeded by profound fleep, after it had
been adminiftered internally, without any foporific operation what- !
ever. In fomespatients there were éxcrm,:iating pains of the limbs,
fo that_they cried out as though they had been affected with acute
rheam®ifm. In fome alfo, efpecially about the beginning of No-
vember, there were ,cﬁ'ﬁﬁderabfe aphthous ulcerations in the throat,
A cough was a moft common attendant, and not unfrequently was
fo violent and harrafling as tq require particular attention, In a
few, pneumonic inflammation fupervened, forming a combination
of {ymptoms, than which there are few more embarraflin to the
phylician, m the hiftory of acute difeafes. To abate the inflamma-
tion in thefe circumitances, it is feldom that more powerful means
are admiffible, than the application of leeches and blifters about the
thorax. ‘The cautious ufe of antimonials and opiates may be joined .
to that of demulcents and diluents, and a gentle émetic may {fom2-
times be had recourfeto with advantage; if there be not too great
debility. _Perhaps calomel, in alterative dofes, joined with opium,
as recommended by Drs. Hamilton, Duncan, and Wright, is here
efpecially indicated, In one cafe, whith ended favourably, it was
tried to the amount of about 5 grains in forty-eight hours, joined
with a {fmall quantity of opium and antimonial powder. = What was
its precife effe@, or whether it had any effe@ at all in removing the
- inflammation, could not be determined from a fingle inftance, when
__other means, as blifters and an emetic, had al{o been employed. -
~The bark, although it did not appear pofitively hurtful, was cer-
ended with no advantage in the early flagé of the difeafe ;
latter periods, however, it was manifeftly ufeful in fupport-
firength, and apparently in accelerating the extinétion of

wafhing the body with cold water was tried on a few pa-
» in fome of whom it feemed to bring on fevere catarrhal
nd it was very unpleafant to the feelings of othess; it
y when there was a preternatural degree of heat,
n of the arterial {yftem ;- circumftances pointed
e a5 demanding and rendefing fafe its adminiftra-
“tion. - B were not employed, except for the relief of topical
affe@ions. Hfal :
- _The fever, a5 it has prevailed during the prefent month, has
“affumed the chara&er of the tyfhus mitior, ® AR
i It is not'wonderful, that, of all difeafes, t’hofeaﬂ"q&ihg the or-
tﬁﬁﬁffﬁtﬁ%n fhould fiill continue the moft numerous, when
it is confidered how much they are influenced by the fenfible qua-
 lities of* the atmofphere, which for a long time paft have had a pe-
~culiar tendency to produce them. - S e
- . Of th

3, ¢
B E the cafes of {carlatina, noticed in the lift, four were fucceed-
.ved by anafarca, which yielded’ with difficulty to the remedies em-
. ployed $h§»Pa;iqnt§ were childrep.” = COSgETEY e
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