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I[N'th?bcginn.-ng of July Iaft, T was defired to Vifit a fo-
feign lady, who was born, and had pafled the greatelt part of
her life, ina hot climate. She was between thirty and forty years -
of age, { &d been early.married, but never had a child. “Her
ftrength was much reduced, her afpe@ was wan, and her lips.
and gums.pale; but her appetite and digeftior. were good. She
informed me, that about three years agos, the had fuff:red much
from a yrofufe uterine hezemorrhage, and from that to' the time
vof my converfing with her, had neveér pafled a fingle day with-
out a return of the haemorrhage in a greater or lefs degree, and -
fometimes it had beek yery confiderable. She X1d never fuf=-
fered any uterine pain, or other local inconveniegze, except a
freg_u_e'nt inclination to void her urine, and fome difficulty in
vriding it.  When fhe was free from the heemorrhdl > "% r4d
a 'watery or ichorous difcharge, of an unpleafant kind. Sk
had been under the care of feveral medic3l gentfemen, who had
not given a decided opinion her cafe, but had generally
mafle an alarming prognoftic. She had received Iittle or no
befiefit from a yariety of medicines, which had beed prefcribed
r her, and wa' . ige had taken with great perfeveranye. :
-She permitted me t> take an examination, and I was very
uch fu'rprifes) to find the whale vagina and uterus, as far as [
uld reach, (%oi" the os uteri-was completely dilatedy) filled with
efhy fubftanck of a pretty firm texture, which could not be’
pected to be any thing but a polyf i
Ato difcover the ftem, or pedic 2 5

‘of s rggnént was fuch as to excite great ap-

s the ftate of c (Ci
»nfion for.her from the cogtinuance of the hzmorr=

':gbout'to our juntor corra}).ondfnts,' Dr.
s worthy of imijtation~~ED,
> T ke Jlage



2 - Dr, Denmany op @ Palgpus Uteris , o }°
' ? ¢ s . £ ..
hage, and as there ‘was no lﬂcg‘rhood of this Heing fopped;

without tHe extirpation of the polypus, the n_,ecelf:ty of remov=
ing it was evidgnt. Yet, from its _magmtyfdé, there n\‘urﬂ.g’

- clearly be much difficulty in paffing a ligature over it; !~

this difficulty ‘were*firmounted, it would fe doubtful on ‘what
part it might be fixe; as it was not certain that +he u;erz&:vaé-_
not inverted. But from the failure to pafs the ligature, though-
1 might be difappointel, nd harm could ‘arife; and if .1t were
pailed, and happened to fix upon a pat unable to bear its ope
tion, I could defift immediately {+'the appearance of a
untoward {ymptom ; it was therefore thought right to- make
the attempt. I was foiled in the firft trials [ «made ; but on
July thie ninth, I fucceeded in paffing the ligatyre, and con-
dued it by the help of a long wooden probe, with a perfora-
tion at the end, far beyond the reach of myg Zagers; fo as to
include the whole circumference of the tumour. On the firft
day I'only drew the ends of the ligature fufficiently tight, to .
keep it fixed upon the parteto which it was conduéted; but I |
drew it tighter on every fucceeding day till the feventeenth, |

" when the ligature came away. From the um& of my fixing

. putre

- pus, which, notwithftanding its diminuf

the ligature, tHese had been a profufe fanious difcharge, plainl”

fhiewing that the tumour was decaying; yet, though it was

tached, no attgmpts were made to extraét it; but it was fuf

to reﬂi%i‘n, with the expectation of its bulk being lefler
fation. On the nineteenth, after fome difturb

the bowels; the complained of feverc pains in the r

the uterus, feturning at-fhort intervals like the pair

bour, r3ifing the fame kind of ‘effort as is made to exp

Buring; we continuance of a pain, I four:d the polypus

nrnly upon, ard dilagng the os externum, which was

much contracted. In about four hours, with tzs li

ance I was able to give, the polypus was exelndc;&vi

hemorrhag e, either during the time of its expulfion

wards, R e e

Dr. 3AILLIE, who faw this patient With

cayed) weighed two pounds andshree g
not fcem un”cafonable to fuppofe ithnylt or
three pounds, beirg far”:he largeft I ever
- The lady recoveréd wi hout onegun;
ftruated natyrally at the end of five
mained in perfect health,. = o
Old Burlington Street,
Now. 27 1799+
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- A Eqfe of Premature jbelzrve'ry, by Dr. PENMAN.®
-'N_ghe}m 1798, a fady of rank, whd was fix months gene
with child, came from Ireland to Logdo? sfor the purpofe of

procuring®adeice; Dr. Savagt and myfelf were called into con-
{ultation. B 1 e :

- e s

nancy, throu

D e

‘been many years marréed, and in her firft preg-
ugh fofie accident, was brofight go bed of a living
ie feventh month, . Sincg that time, though the
good ftate of health, fhe had been delivered, af-
e'lztl;lc;urs, of four children, all of which,w{gx_'e
om the account given us,there was,every reafon .
hat fhe had been c_orggdu&ed, with rea:‘gatig)r,;ce and
nent -tarsugh her labours; but that the pelyis was fo
{“much reduced in ¥s dimenfions, as to render jt impoflible for,
“a full-grown living child to pafs through it. When we had’
_collected all the information e could, and duly weighed and
deliberated ypon the circumftances, we aggeed in propofing: to
| bring onher labour in the eighth month. - Our opinion being
reprefented to her friends, they having_heard all the reafons
we had to.urge in {ipport of it, gave their coplent to the meaw
oh r:io;: withotit fome hefitation; but the patient agreed
€eadily. . . . e ¥
 upon the midway, between the feventh and eighth
h, oft eligible time for the operation ; and ,then
1em were broken and the waters difcharged. - On
follo iy fhe had a rigor fucceeded by fever; not In it-
hich gave us fome apprehenfion £r=ire faréty -
the third day the pains of labour came on,
red of a fmall, But apparently healthy
~was immediately procured, zad in- the
ths the child became bEaILZy' and ftrong, and
' dy recovered without inter-
in perfect Dealth.

‘
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A
@ ENTLEMEN, - .

][F the following cal:s merit a place in the Medff al
fical Jourpal, you y-ill ohlige me by inferting them in% :
Number, 1 have the honour to ke, GENTLEMEN, - Sy .

2 5t 3 1 >
Y our moft obel“ent humble fervant, -
T LA

Chefler, O 19, 1799+, § .4, G. ROW

T
s An uncommon Qccirrence after. Amfintat
~'*ON Septeniber the gth, 1794, Robert Jones, a co

- drawn up with' great yelocity out of a pit, forty yasd
the fore arme, ‘which was nearly feparated from the
being drawn between the rope aﬂd"}ij'e wheel.. <1
happened early in the mofning ;- and'a furgeon in the neig

~hood applied a tourniquet about four inches Below the
He was brought to_the Infirmary at fix in the eve
arm was immediately amputated cbove the ligature, which |
beén tight on all day. The man bore a'journey of tra miles ina
cart, with his arm in that fhattered condition, and fultained the |
operation withaut either fainting or- complaining § he took an
‘opiate, and had s better night than could ha'e been 2 B

The next day a clyfter was adminiftered, and hi
draughis, with fifteen drops of vin. ant. in each,

- flight degree of fever: he continued the opiate;‘

On_.he 13th, T looked at the ftump, and had the
finu "t perfe@ly united in every part, but where the
ture hung out, ‘only one artery having appea
the ligature feparated ; and on the 25th, all.
alittle lint and the rolier, were left off
The man had walked about the w
appetite b‘eing— good, and his nights undift
about thrse in_the morning I v
mediately, the meflenger he
he was bleedin to death.- T
poor man in a miferable cond
applied by Mr. Manning, thé ho
morrhage came on in the middle G
much blood before a difcovesy was made, thc th
- through, 2and the blood flowed acrofs the ward.
ing the bloody things from about the ftump,
i caufe o this estraordinary accident, to be -
~ fication of the artery and integuments covering it
. : : ,
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Mr Rowfand:, “on the E'valum)t of a gtm-\ 1
L4 .
e fimp contmued cqmplete; the fkin having (eparatcdv in
= .9% about an inch’ fn?:n the edge of the cicatrix. I made
a lgagyrg,_p the artery,” gnd dofils of lint were applied to the
: f.it.. ‘The wound was drefled with mild digeflive ;
évéry ’«ng(», %d been ufed, and were 1A1] continued, fo recover
“hx'r'n from, the low, fainting ftate to which hg was redifced; ‘and
- 2 perfo . was dircfted to watgh him ¢3nftently, and fo mike a
#ligh :eﬂion on thc;nd of the vaffel, 28th, No appearance
5 In thg'night, a fecond ﬂaughmg of the arfery
nd the ligature came off. Tlie tourniquet was-
itioufly as poflible ; but fo’great was the lofs
 his reduced flate, it bmd nearly deﬂroyed hxm.
)Ony2 hsgw:s a little recovered, I made an incifion inthe
artery to the axxllzf.‘,andgus a ligature on the
ip as poflible. The wound was ﬁeﬂéd as be-
‘moderate preffure was continued by a-careful affiftant.
(ot further occurred worthy of obfervation; the wound
Bealed l; ‘but®ventually, {o as to leavea very good ftump s’
and lﬂ’wzudlfchar ed from the Inﬁrmary in good health on
the 28th ofNovcm%:r followmg 7 '

HyO

dhe E‘vo&mﬂ of t/te Fetus effeited by tée,/]éhon of ke
erus wilre.the Arm and Funis prefented. :

28th of ]uly, 1794, I was called to E.-T.'aged
oportioned woman, 2and rather under the middle
as in labour of her firft child, and the watersshad
fan hour. One hand -of the fegis |
ed beyond the os exturnum, and the
ed in the os internum: the palns, at
‘ceﬂhnt, and I found it would be
t violence, to turn “the child. I returned
‘mth nterus, ‘but, with e\kry pam,‘
was obliged to fuffer it to
; ally ftror:g, and fre-
wholly. tal” 41 vp in
J, but notwithftcsding all |
tly checked, though never
to leave Nature undifturbed,
d; for the pofibility of"
ol Between four and
s five |




‘ B M Lavics, on an Adbefion of the Pldemrd,-&?e._ 3

fivCin the mor‘ning of the 29th, a'ter twelve hours very hard
labour, I was*fenfible, during the {.efence of a pain,fiatthe
arm was, beginning to recede; and, by the power of«the next
pain, the child was turned, ‘and expelled foot:lmg'.~ e

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Fournal,
GENTI:EMS‘.N, 3 - il i

= ‘ o ; :

i I‘F _you think the inclofed cafe worthy a placesiin the
Medical and - Phyfical Journal, by its infertian you will
oblige, ® 2 s qe ity i

&

GENTLEMEN, " s el
* Piccadillyy Sept. 125 1799; o He DAY
A favourable Teymination of an Adhefion of the Placenta
& i : after Delivery, s
- A lady, aged aborft forty years, of a leucophlegmatic habit,
was taken in labour on Friday, June 9, 1799, of he '
fixth child, Upon inquiry into the nature of the pre
it was found to be natural, though at this time the
vety high up in the pelvis. The pains continued (th
gid) during that night, on Saturday, and th
 till the evening, when they altered from what
 preparatory, to the expulfatory ones, and the -
vered, about eight o'clock, of an unco
child. - After dividifg the funis, accordin
- I waitediabout a quarter of an hour (the
- derably exhaufted) before I
The fuhig, in Mthis cafe,

“lay H81d of the fubflance of it, and bring it
- was alfo foiled ; for I found the -adhefion fo confid
. e i $ ;
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- ., M. Davies, o o Adhefiont of the Placenta, &c.. %
istexture of the placenta fo infirm, and the exhauftioa of my
*patient fo-great, as not to juftify perfifting any longer in® my®
| efforts ¢ remove it.* It acdured to my mind here, that pre- *
; 'ba!;]‘{, by ,siving the patient'a little refpite, fupporting her with
gentle cdidials, &c. I might promife myfelf better fuccefs at. a
Tietle diftaffce of time. But finding Fle bzmorrhage rather:
Flaitming,-.‘;a,pd the patient finking, I refolved, in lefs zhan an
nour from‘the firft attempt, to make agothen effort, as the only
glternativgg left to preferve her life; beink well aware that the
hzmorrhage would not eeafe, while%he fubffance of the pla-
ce %ﬂgnding the cavity of the uterns. Upon the in- -
uétidn of the band, I found the pla®entain the upper part
of the‘iiﬁémgf ind bending my fingers, I thruft them into its
fubftance, determining, if practicable, ® bring it away entirg 3
or }l&ch of it as I poflibly could. Here again my moft

ine_ex

e

tr

&ations were cruelly vdifa%fgointed, Jor 1 found,
s thifanding I had fo firm a hold of it, it gave way, and
ﬁﬂy a portion of it could be extrafled ; the remainder ad-
. hering to the uten%l From the now unufually exhaufted ftate
" of my patient, I though it unwarrantable to proceed in my
attempts any farther, Repeated faintings, colliquative {weats,
and a fmal,z pulfe, not to be®counted, were fymptoms, in my
‘opinion, &f%oo alarming a nature to permit the continuance of
an operation which was calculated to aggravate them ; I there-
fore trufted the confequence to medical tfeatment only, which I
h ould affift the powers of the fyftem to' accomplih that
which could not be done artificially ; and herein I am
o fay, my plan was crowned with fuccefs ; for in a few
it fartheft) the expulfion of the remaining portion,
k place by the efforts of the conftitution,.and ghe .
i vered. . As it may not be unprofitallle to.
‘that was adopted upon this occafion, sit con-
lowing mode of treatment : During the great
eration, I ordered 2 volatile draught to be
d in the intervals to admifter cor-
vater, wine, &c. which, in thg
happieft effeéts, infomuch that
{ ly. raifed, the, pallid counte-
> the whole fyftem partook of the
ill I was aware that the conftitution
ed, in erder to accomplith the wifhed-.
ing the remainder of the placenta; [
edythe -abdomen te be fomented frequently, 2
pe: adminiftered occafionally, and a ftrong pre-
,cortex and bitters as often as the ftomach would
pree days from. the firft attempt,’] had tue pl‘ey-
3 : ure

’




8 B Sickes, o I Aebard’s Sacoharie Bieh

- my ‘patient in a ftate of ‘convalefcence; continued,

' will be amply grauﬁed. =

-

- Moiss, in the Annales de Chimie,
' & Run‘elriibe, a plant which,”

" #led the news-writers, in fpeaking o

fure to find that the’ expulfion. ook place. - I “now" coh ed’.

plan, with the addition of chalybeat~ preparatloﬂs to thi
and in a fortnight from the delivery; 1 bad the happin (;fif ol
‘my leave of her, her health being o far reftored as o {fupe -
ahe neceffity of any frreher medical treatment. = © % '
T thould not have troubled the medical world with the nar
ration of the above cafe’ had I'not read in a late pu lxéﬁhéﬁ of e
a fimilar one, where' it appeared to me, ‘that manu: qﬁ'ort’s in’
extradting the placenta had been tod- forCIny and maturelg
- perfifted in ; and the cordial, tonic plah, too lor
1f the treatment (above defcribed fhould pre eful in a
refponding cafe, ‘.[ hope it will form a fufficient apole ﬁir its
infertion in the Medicil and Phyfic# Journa‘l; &nd tﬁ writer

. D STOKES t Dr. BRA@LEY

B t ;
“Dear Sz, , C’Jﬁ"ﬁddx S}’- 22, 1/99'

AS fome of the readers of the Medical and Phyﬁca] Joumal,:__ ]
in canfequencg of tht account of Achard’s'experiments given
atp. 188 of vol.ii. may be induced to attempt to obtainfi

from the foots of beet, it may be. well to inform
M. Achard procured it from that kind which is
known in this country by the name of Aangasld Wi
z.Rzmt nf Smrz:zty M. Scherer, in his le

“*tonly asa food for cattle;”” and
- though he calls it 2 Pafiety of the
«caufe he ¢oes not find in the work
with a white root arranged
us, that the jplant in queflion,
« Betterave champétre, Racine
$¢ the French,””: and he de
& yeined with red.” «The
-authority hedoes not mention,

f‘ that he had obtained fugar frum turs
city, which I cultivated fome years ago

Dr. Lettfom,. 1 referred to Beta wulgaris,
growmg mo&lf fous- wgethcr, and from tﬁg neral
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¥ Beta thla” as. Clto yeft
¢ beirig; ‘that the H&Wels .

: garis, that they are dif-

r number together.”” A gentleman in this
informs me, that he finds the roots the beft -

ilch , which it is nafutal to fuppofe they

afford fo large a portign of ﬁigar. Do not

the cow-keepers. in the fteighbourhood of

as an acknowled e?nent for thareadmefs

you’r refolutmnroﬁ hot admxttmg
es on the obfzryam’uﬁ? of - correfﬁondcnes

‘l‘{t:ly kﬂown Inany difcuffions; too,
might feem to border on the yerge
ould wifh you fo fapprefs every thing which
t % leaft appearate of perfonality. - Another
“error yau willbave t6 guard againtt, ‘is the fpirtr of differtation
Wﬁng, with refpect to cafes, I hope you will refufe to |
any whofe termination is unknown$ unlefs _the author
“to commuMiicate at fome  future period, the final .
n cures. of cancer, and fome other chronic difeafes,
' ﬂ'iiit-the refult be co\nmumcated to

‘more years. . The writers '
tuinsoifhelrp nphlets, or ‘if |
of the. prefent health oE ﬂmr

‘«L‘
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 Atcount of a remarkable Cafe, in which_ 8 confidera
Part of a Feale Body was convertid. inte Faitys]
_ ter. By Mr. MaxsrizLp, Surgeon, Thy

¢
‘e

L2053

~ Northamptonmire. « . GRS
. ; Sy S ‘;-,‘.'Z' Reac.
: THE curiofity of the philofophical part of
of late much excited, by the accounts which ,
* of human as well as other mufcular flefh, bein ted.
. fat by flow putrefA®tion. I have now an opportunity of add-
“.ing to the ftock of information on this fubjeét, & remarka
‘cafe, which I fhall defcribe, and which you will probably:
think deferves to be recorded as an extraordinfry one; and '
- perhaps a fimilar inftance may not fosn ocour.again, in.which
‘the period of time confumed in ;h:é?me%gan;bpw  well afc
~tained. The examination of it afforde® me great gratification;
-and I have that reafon at leaft for conceiving, that the act:o,un&
‘of it may be acceptable to m&ny others. - LS ¢
. A young wdman of the parith of Iflip, ne~ Thrapfton, in!
Northamptonfhire, feventeen years of age; of a middle ft
and thin jn- her thake, was drowned in the river Nes,
-that place, ‘upon the 1ft of Decembe., 1798 ; an
-was not difcovered until the 27th of November, 1799,
:about four miles off, by land ; and from the circuitous
_the ftream, about as far again by water, . © :
"* Asfoon as I heard that it was fo
to fee it, glad of an opportunit
th= truth of what had been faid
« cular fleth immerfed in a ftream
‘2 fatty fubftances not fubje&t
to thr ufual effe&s of pt
~ I found the fa& fi
charfge, had the appearan
fat. 'g'l'h' ‘bones g?ea ‘

‘eited* or Ak the (O Tabh

- contents : ther emfelves ‘as
from thénce downwards, all was fir
men and its contents remained in
thighs and legs; and all hac
with a thick covering of fat, crack’s
walnut when ripe, :



e

t;iﬁf" °abqut half an inch deep, which was dxfpofed
from the ‘mufcular parts; this I took at firft fo bg
membrane very. guch thickened, as it was of a loofe
le*texture ; but it i PYobable that this-was {iin, which *
fame chan e. Under this was a firm and
; fat, very con ;dcrab]y thicker than the fornter;
ared o s,c the upper part of theerfufcles, as it w
2d from the under_part, which lateer was pale, firm

attached to the bone, as in a frefh frats; updn cutting iiito
this faft fuhﬁ fhce, however, I found it wery oﬂ"cnﬁve (though

SEa = ¥ s 2z
Jdm tlvzifﬁdngz / the Muji'le: into Fat. 1

the upp not {o) to the fmell.
Nt abftance was cryﬂalhzgd like fpermaceti;
- all the ning part of the body had the exa& appearance ex-
telin 1 - boi ed?ham, whcn ﬁnpped of the ikin, both as to
lout B b 2
/, % &xom in thls cafe was ﬂow, ‘is eafily ac-
cour : eceding -

commoni‘gcdd and rainy; and on this latter account, the.
ftream u pp!d’ From fome accidental caufe, the body *
had been Heezmed all the timie under the furface of the water,
perhiaps by th;,clothes hawng begn entangled by the roots of
atree. -

- That there could be no doubt of this bemg the fame body
tlnki[as loft at the above period; it may beproper to obferve,
hoes and buclles remained on her feet, which the pa-
nediately identified.

t to determine, at what precife period of
= place; and how long it would’
der of the mufcolar fleth would

rt into fatty matter of a
n the period of twelve ©
propriety of making
: of manufa&xre.
)i *mveﬂ:&zuon, Znd in
“thofe, whofe
's cxtraordx-

vhich' was 2. very cold one,——-the fummer too was un-

; ; but it is clear, that ‘the a









,u,"'ﬁ T Blmr, it Eﬁﬂ z_zfl g wit

thofe formed in the vicinit
. {phinéters of the anus, or

perfons cut for  the. ﬁon,e, ;
hf,ullng the digxde parts by the nl
jelts were ever aft r gnevoq{ly“troubled
of qrme. .

: Hmt.r on tﬁe ]WédzcmafEﬁEi of L mg' wit

Pulmoimry Confumpition: Communicate.

~ Surgeon of the Ldtk qupxtal and F n
fary, &c. j

e .\ ':1'.4 e

To the E!rz’ztor.r qffﬁg Mea'zmz amz Pﬁ_y‘ cal Foubn

e 'i:

GENTLE EN,

g/& E arc Gill to have the felicrty of hvmg 1 age “ dif-
tinguifhed fron all the preceding,«by great pra&ncﬁl ducovenes
immediately r ultmg from fpeculation ;" and in which- the Pub-
lic are “ too intelligent to be duped by thofe artifices that have
{fo often’given Medicak Men vogue in the great world.”? A
~gentleman - whos &y his aerial fpeculations -_nd difcoveries
"~ exalted far above his profeffional brethren, feems of opi

that the prepofal * of lmmg with cows” has “ty
-~ faftidioufly by pra&itioners in general. ¢ )
~ knowledge,” he tells us, ¢ has b )

E.d ineConfiderations on_Ai

tmns, and in my Eﬂ'a on Cor

Hving® %ith cows in~ phl;hlﬁ ‘

‘this~ pra&nce to the teft of exp riment
-reafons why this treatment meclzs

i be, thati it Das not o mm:

1o mqmrnes -among o
- fofar as my o%n

ment. has been ofte
Lcefss it
B beg leave to tre
-{"fore me, in whlch

| ing tl
_dxcal wntmgs, for that expréfs purpo
e s

o









Edztors of the Medical and Phyfical joufnal.
¢ N lem% fent you the cafe of Hydrocephalus Interdus, I
“hinted in a curfoby manner, the importaricg, and indeed necef-

ity, of anatqmical inveftigation, in order to difcover the caufes
of thofe difeafes’ of which we,are igndtant; and, at the fame

L3 . = .
Girrpiey, 6 Vi B Y 5

time, hinfed at the difficulties frequermly attendant upon fuch

€xaminations. . :
If it dges not too much interfere with the plan of your
" Journal, I'propofe to refume the fubject, ande will endeavour
to point qut the importance of opening bodies after death ;
anatomy Weing the foundation upon which all true medicaf
knowledge is built, and upon which, only, we can expeé to
raife a fabric which will ftand the teft of time. =+ *
- Every pra&itioner in medicine will allow, that he has oc-
cationally met with cafes which have completely baflied his moft
ftrenuous endeavour®to overcome the difeafe ; and likewife his

‘moft affiduous attempts to find out the caufe, which, if known-

on thel. off attack of the difordes, might have faved him 2 great
~deal of unneg%ﬂ'ary trouble and anxiety, and, #n many inftances,
the life of his patient. How mortifying muft it be to a prac-
titioner, to find, upon examining the body of his patient after
death, that he bas Ween completely miflaken irf Bis cale ; and
that, probably, if he had known what his diforder really was in
the firft inftance, a valuable life might have been faved |-
] l {ymptoms of many diforders are often
confequence of this muft be, the me-
v miftaking one diforder for afo=
holy r"cl%e&ion; for, upona pra-
- diagnoftic, the

he patient’s life frequently

ienced ar Tiable to thefe errors

ite e and inexperienced ; bu.;
n to the former than the
be, whp ¢hoofes the

nce of phyfic, rather tian its forms
he ill be conftantly upon the
ening in his practice, and

ers.  Such a-man as this may be juftly faid
> D 5 3 3

oving f; fas well as rendering an effen- -
to

be
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be a valuable member of fociety ; while that man, w of
frudy it is toenrich himfelf at the expence of his fellow-c
tures, -by ftudying the craft rather than the fcience; an:
pofing upon their credulity, may Jfe cohfidered as the peft
{ociety. : e o N
Byea more frequent examination of bodies after death, we
. may reafonably hops that sve fball in time aequite a fund of
ufeful information, #nd be better able to avoid errors, as well
as to adopt 2 moPe jatignal mode of practice in the treatment of «
thofe difeafes, which arg placed®at prefent among &“1e opprobia
 medicorum. When any thing extraordinary occurs, or any new
difcovery is made, fuch occurrence or dilcovery ought gmoft
afluredly to be qomminicated to the public; with th® particu-
lars of the cafe if/pogible) ; and, in fome inftances, a fketch of
* she morbid part might be added, to illuftrate the fu}je&, and
make it more comprehenfible, inftead of hoarding up fuch dif=
coveries, which I am ‘afraid is ‘done too frequentlyy and only
fatisfies the felfith curiolity of the in,d,iviclﬂualr, _without advancing
our art in the fmalleftdegree. = =~ e o

If fuch a plan could be regularly pradigd, the phy
chirurgical arts would daily make more rapid firides towards
perfeétion than they do at prefent ; although it muft "¢ con-"
fefled, that very gonfiderable improvements have lately been
made in thefe fciences, by a more general fpirit ot wveftigation -
having taken place. | LT e
.~ There is = aumber of diforders to which the human body
is liable, fufficiently chara&erifed by their peculiar fymptoms’s
but the caafes of many of them are veiled in obfcurity, having
bitherto eluded the enquiries of medical men of the firft abili-
_ ties, nay, even of our beft and moft exp d anatomifts: |
& his, upon a fuperficial view of the fubjeé moft
to deter a perfon from profecutis
make him reft fatisfied with t
praQlitioners whofe iabilities
gree to thofe of hisown, an
have nof been fuccefsful,
quiry he could make wpuld |
Upon flightly confidering th
bility appears®attached to
afluredly very fuperficial,®
'gminatitfl, lofe its weight,
O, ! 8 3 <
-1 would afk, whether the
the ftudy of anatomy, expeéte
Dr. Hunter the abforbent {yftem oft aflured
. and yet .we find that their anatomical ftudies

£

£
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L s, far beyond their moft fanguine expecations, by she
difcovericg-each of themi mgg®: A fleady perfeverance, and 2
- well-direc®d application te their purfuits, enabled them to do
iy we not then expe&, and with reafonable hopes
of e pettatioas fucceeding. by pr. (uing a fimilar plaft, in a
feience which prefents to our view .i.n ag ample field for in-
wveftigation, ‘that we may one day or other beequally fuccefs-
' ful, and be gble to point out the caufes® of*fome of thofe dif-
eafes at f)rg'ent]unknown? How' fr®uently do we fee the
difficulties which, arife in the common occurrences of life, and
-h appe:r fo formidable as to be thouglet almoft, if not quite,
“infurmountable, when prefented to our view, #ield by courage
- and a flefly condud ; and at laft the defficuities, which had
gradually diminifhed, or loft their terrors upon our nearer ap=2
« proach to theth, difappear altogether, fully recompenfing us for
our exeﬂipﬂs- % 20 5 3t S "”w._% 7 o
* In this. manper we ought to proceed in the fciences of phy-
_fic and furgery; diﬂ.iculties will, no doubt, prefent themfelves
‘daily, but, by their yielding to our well-applied exertions, we
fhall g2 1 courage to perfevere, and, in time, what appears now
fo difficult to us, will no longersbe feen in the fame light, -
' We fhoulé make it a rule attentively to examine the bodies
of thofe who die of diforders unknown; or, fuppofing the-
difeafe to be known, -yet the caufe may be veiled in obfcurity 5
“in either of thefe cafe® there is ample fcope for oBfervation, and
" it would be hard indeed, if we did hot fometimes add a mite to
' ’ of medical knowledge, by purfuing with

-ance in the plan propofed, whenever we

we thall gradually extend the boundarié®
e fuccefsful in one cafe only; ougof

mply repay us for all our trouble.

e dmily taking pains to

in the hurgan mind

1 exi a much greater de= _

have not been cultivated by a

n leave to examjne the bodies-

1 e ) 53 S g ;
ical men being in general equal, and
) that of others, they are often in confe-
perior in point of argument, and will therefore
3 ; if they are ftrenuous
1 inting out th urdity of the prejudices
nft op: dies, and the great utility likely to be: derived |
ferity, if fuch examinations be permitted.” 2~ © o
btained, no unneceflary time ought to be loft 5
L D2 = S but
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but it is advifable to do it almoft immediately, i e.-as foon 49
we can without giving offence tdthe friends or relations of the |
eceafed, by our betraying too greas anxiety to begfh ou %
Tation, as if we were void of feeling: 2 certain dbgree of
lemnity is always pyudent in thefe matters. oft i€ well knewn
to anatomifts, that ghe n:.ural appearance of the different parts
of the human bogdy is foon changed after death ; and that thofe,
parts which had ‘Beed™ previowfly difeafed,  fooneg fuffer ghis *
change than thofe whicl® had not, confequently they®foon be-

- come very unfit for the inveftigation of the caufes of  difeafes :
_for, after putrefation bhas taken place in‘any confiderable de-

gree, the appeamnce of the parts will be fo much altered, as to
make it difficult for tife moft experienced anatomift t§ fay, what

Parts had been difeafed and what had not : this is of confiderable-

importance, and ought conftantly to be attended%o in our ana-
tomical purfuits. ® e ;

It was the opinion of a very ]uﬁly celebrated phyfician .a_n_d

~ anatomift, Dr. Wm. Hunter, that the moél. probable means of

improving ‘the {cience of phyfic, would be « a more general
and a more accurate examination of difeafes after death.” The
opinion of fo great 3 man as®Dr. Hunter, muft certainly add
great weight to what I have faid ; ‘and if we are .ally defirous

- of promoting knowledge, it will have its proper effe&t.

- Thus, Gentlemens$ I have offered you my ideas on a fubje&

- of no fmall imBortance : withing they may meet with your ap~

Alderfgate-Strgety =
e 0é, 1,1599. -

. The fubjeé of thi

‘&tending our art, as well as to improy
* <7 fhall fubjein two curious

ftrong. -

probation and fupport. Having refolved, myfelf, to purfue the
plan I have pointed out above, I fhall:tak i
of communicating the refult of my. invefti
to the public ; thereby hoping '.to*'oomr.' ut

portunity of examini
one of them. . -~ %

previoufiy to the illncf f“;h‘c i
. Upen infpeCting the body, the attention Was ;
B e 2 e ; : g "3
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éxh‘ﬁidti;‘&iﬁention‘uffthe epigaftric and umbilical region$ 5

’Q'thc_hypoa&ric being ntarly ‘n'its natural ftate. £ o

- Upon opening the abdomen, no omentum was to be feen ;

| the tranverfe arch of the colon was likewife miffing;, the
. fmabl inteftines wcre extremely diftended with air, and con-

tained ligtle foeculent matter ; they did not appear to have been
dn the fmalleft degree inflamed. )

©On thg Ic‘t fide, near the loius, a very hard tumour, about
four inches and a half in length, was foon difcovered. :

Having made a couple of ligatures, one above and the other
below the®deceafed portion, I removed it, %s re Prefented in the
plate : it appeared to be a doyble intus-fufceptid.

A portifn of the inteftinum ilium, with the ceecum, its ap-
pendix, and the whole of the tranfverfe arch of the colon, had
pafled dognwards into the figmoid flexure ; the cecum, ap-
pendix czxci, with a fmall portion of the ilium, occupied the
loweft part of the colon near its termination, and formed a firm
mafs of a livid coloug. A portion of the figmoid flexure was
refleCted overthe tumour for the fpace of an inchy and had, by
the ftriCture it occafioned, flrangulated it: no adhefions had
taken place. Between the fold®of the lower intus-fufceptio, 2
quanfity of a®yellowifh coloured fluid was found.

The inteftine, when drawn out, meafured, from one liga-
ture to_the other, m%e than 22 inches, {0 that, about fixteen
inches of intefline had paffed from above downwards; and two
inches from below upwards, at the lower intus-fufceptio. The
information I received refpecting the fymptoms of this cafe
was, that the child was firft feized with rigour; which was
fucceeded | miting, and which continued to the laft. Ig
had likewife one evacuation of pure blood, probably occafioned
by the firangulation of the lower part of the tumor. —

Itisre hild did not appear to- fuffer the
leaft pain. may be imagined, had the fmalleft
effe&. : e ) o

The child was feis n Sunday the firlk of

; _rigour o

September, and died on the Wed%efday morning following ;—
ened the next morning. ' .~ ¢ :

n® the naturc of this difeafe, and particularly

0 fit; ing near the retum, which muft have been

known, from the impoffibility of throwing more than a very

fmall quantity into the reGtum, which was actually the cafe, the

ers being conftantly returned without paffing 3 does it not

ft the idea to us of making ufe of mechanical means, by

the ufefbf::&iﬁgt bougie introduced into the reGum ? Would

fuch practice be attended with any probability of fuccefs ? or,

‘would it be prudent to attempt it 7 Thefe are queftions which

£ fhall

-
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1 thall leave to be decided by men of fuperior abiljtics o my
pwn; we are certain that death® muft be the con gauence, if
this difeafe %s left to itfelf, and that fpeedily ; are we not;- on
that account, authorifed to try every means in Our pOwer, pro=
vided there is the fwalleft chance of fuccefs? «- . gt

R e ARE T P :

; o 1 s 3
The fubje& of this cafe was 2 child aged twenty-«wJ momths. -
The whole body was emaciated to the greateft degree poffi-

ble, with anafarcous extremities. :

Upon opening the thorax, the lupgs on the right fide ad-
hered to the pleura, lining the ¢avity of the thorax; but no
‘mark of difeafe was perceived in the lungs themfelves. The
pericardium was diftended; and, upon opening il a very large
quantity of a reddith coloured fluid flowed out ; theeheart itfelf
was found, but cempletely immerfed in fluid. . = o

In the abdomen the liver was larger than ufual, fomewhat
difcoloured, and the left lobe was muchZindurated : nothing
particular was perceived in the gall bladder and biliary ?

the flomach was very large, 2nd contained fome indigeftible
matter; the inteftéines appeared in their natural ftate : the me-
fentery fhewed more evident marks of difeafe, “being every
where full of obftrudted glands, many large, being of the fize
of a walnut; -nd in {ome places they ‘>rmed clufters; the
fplecn, ‘pancreas, and remainder of the abdominal vifcera were
to appearance found. 2

"This child, for fix months after its birth, was fo all appear-
ance very healtby; about this time a purging came on, of a
creenifh, feetid matter, which continued thﬁ'grater or lefs
violence till its'death. e v R T g

1 ne child gradually wafted away, withourany other fymptom
of difeafe befides the'diarrheea ; at firft a vomiting attended the
purging, but this, after a time, ceafed. * LA

She did not appear to f{uffer any particul

always danguid ; her appetite was frequentl i

She had fometimes a cough','qi'elg’ , toV her
breathing wa$ very quick; fhe was reftl (crea
violently when fhe awoke fronvher fleep, me be-
fore her dzath fhe became quite anafarc8us; her extremities
were diftended to fuch a degree as to threaten

ere dif gangrene, the
fkin being tenfe, thining, and difcoloured. 2 S

From the uniformity of the fymptoms of this difeafe, forfo-
great a length of time, no journal was kept of them, parti
Jarly 35 no maedicines were exhibited, except &t the beginn

of the difcale, when the purging came on.
5 X ‘ :

" EXPLANA=



EC.I'LA,ﬁA:rION or PraTe L Vor. I1I. Fic. 1:

Al A A. The colon at the ﬁgmoid flexure. i A
B. Inteftinah ilium paffing into the zolon, and cut off above the ligature.
C. Colon cute fF at its junétion with the reftum. U ®

D. D. Dottedglines, denoting the arch of the colon which had paffed into
the figmoid flexure, altering the natural- fhape of the latter, - SR

E. Es Lines denoting a_har firangulated mafs in ghe lowelt part Sf the
figmoid flexure of the colon, formed by a portiog of the ilium’czcum
with its appendix; and part of the colon. :

J¥. Intus-fufceptio formed by a. portion of the figmoid flexure paffing up-

o ‘wards, and (Rangulating the rumouf below ify £
G. Extentof the lower intus-fufceptios

Tﬁrée ’Cr!é’.&‘ of FraBured Scull:— Cor;zmunirqted Zy Dr,
X *SKRIMSHIRE, of Wilbeuck. |

GENTLEMEN, : Nivember 21, 1799.

][ SEND you the three following cafes for infertion in your
Medical and Phyfical Journal, as ferving to illuftrate, and in
fome degree fupport, the opiniog of Mr. Abernethy, that the
_trepan is not _fo ofien neceflary, as all the angient; and many
of the modern furgeons, have inculcated.
In drawing up the firft cafe, I bave devigted from the ufual
mode ‘of giving dailyecports, and have detailed s fymptoms
_and their changes, ‘the practice and its effe&ts, in one continued
~ hiftory. This:I have done, becaufe as either I myfel§, or Dr. -
. Fawflett, was with this patient both day and night, every new
fymptom was obferved as foon as it ar'o'I}e,, and the proper treat—
ment immediately had recourfe to, fo that it would be impoffibles
~ to divide it into regular reports. ‘The fame caufe has made the
defcription more minute than otherwife it would have been; But
as the accuracy of it may be depended upon, and thecafe is in
n;gny’- refpects a_remarkable one, I truft it will not be ghought’

v B < e

On Julyxzth, 1799, Mrs. M. a lady aged 26, was thrown
_ with violence from an opgn carriage upon 2a fton® pavement.
> Was t: erifelefs; conveyed to the neareft houfe, and
‘of* a furgeon, who was on, the fpot at the
ent. In afew minutes fhe began to recover;
brandy and water was given, and her fenfes were
Her nofe bled confiderably, her face was much
oth eyes and acrofs the nofc,and a {mall fwelling
- as 3 Z iy - Was
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1

was perceived on the right fide of the head. About 2 guirter'
of an hour after the accident, fhe became fick, and felta pecu-

~ liar tingling fenfdtion in her extremities, to which fucceeded

_ vomiting; this fame fenfation Yezurred three diﬁ'ef':;tt,times,
and was ea®h time fucceeded by vomiting. It being late in the
evening, fhe now went to bed, and pafled a pr_et'tg ood night
in the morning fbe complained of being mauch® bruifed, but
feemed otherwife well. At nine o’clock, after drinking fome
warm tea, fhe became fick, had convulfive twitchings of thg
frmall mufcles about the nofe arnd mouth, and had glfo the fgme

. fenfation in her extrefnities as yefterday, buc more conftant,
and, except at the commencement, not attended with vomiting.
The mulcles of theiands too were fpafmodically comtracted, fo
that her finger$ were drawn together, but the hand not clofed.

The furgeon prefcribed ether to be taken freely in $randy and
water, and ordered her arms to be rubbed with fpirits. The
fymptomserather increafed than abated during th& whole morn-

ing ; and to thofe ahove defcribed, were foon added %hofe of in-

voluntary laughing 1 e
manner, but not incoherently. er an{wers were pertinent,.
but her whole converfation ra);id. Thefe?vymptoqxg;_“ ing con-
fidered hyfterical, the ether was continued. It was in this ftate
that I firft faw her, about two'o’clock in the afternoon, on the
day after the accident., > ;
Apprehending-fomething more ferious than hyfterics, I im-
mediately examined ‘her head, but only 'fpund a {fmall {welling,
without any evident appearance of further injury than a bruﬂ%.
She complained of fome uneafinefs in her bowelsy and her left
groin was very confiderably bruifed. Her pulfe was quick,
but regular and equal. “She fnorted once very loudly whilft I

zand finging. She alfo fpoke in a fharp, quick

-was prafent; and 1 was informed had done fo twice before; her

breathing was otherwifle perfectly natural. =~ &= .

- ITaving ordered them to give no more éther until I returned,
T went immediately to meet -the furgeon: as he thought venz-
fection might aggravate the hyfterical fymptoms, 1 propofed
waiting” for the lady’s father, who was a medical man, gni‘was
expected every minute.  When he arrive Afection was
thought groper, and immediatg]y had reco :
fymptoms ware relieved by it, and fhe Py mucl
A draught with half an*ounce of ol.%r
taken directly.  The oil made her fick, 3

“ wp. About an hour after the bleeding, the

SRR S

her eyes were protruded, and the pupils ﬁ:‘t‘;' Tagain ex-

“amined the fwelling of the head, ftrongly fufpecting this to .
the feat of the mifchief. The tumour appeéredfas efore, and.
being circumfcribed, gave the fenfation” to the touch, - s if

: o
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 was deprefled, but this proved afterwards to be fallacious. -
- I was, however, convinced that this was the.feat of the injury,
when I peracived that her eyesewere evidently more diftorted
* whilft one & the medical gentlemen was prefling on the tumour. *
Thinking an operation indifpenfible, I called in my very wor-
thy friend, Dy. Fawflett, who was then accidentally in: the
town, His opinio?x of the cafe exa&ly coi.ﬂcided with mine;
and after confulting with the furgeons, it was agreed to make
ah incifion acrofs the tumeur, to .examinthe-ﬁate of ;the cra-
-niudl, andeth®eby to be regulated, as te the neceffity of any
farther operation. A longitudinal incifion was therefore made
from near the middle of the parietal bone, iR a {traight dire&ion
to the coronal future. A fmall quantity of uncqagulated blood
efcaped frorg the tumour, whether from undeg the pericranium or
not, could #ot be afcertained, as this was divided by the fame
incifion with the teguments ; the pericranium, however, had a
very bealth; appearance. It was now fully evident] that the |
parietal bone was fractured, a fiflure of two or'three inches in
extent being eafily obfervable, nearly in the dire&ion of the
furgeon’s incifion. Téhe bone was fortanately in no part of it
deprefled, and as our patient felt immediate relicf; there was no
indication for applying the trepgn.  The wound was drefled
~ lightly; the copvulfive twitchings, as well as ¢he tingling fen~
fations in the extremities, were no longer felt.
As our patient had had but one, and that a very coftive ftool,
~'a common enema was given in the evening, afe®® which the
took a draught, with T™ Opii et Vini Antimonialis aa g x.
‘The whole night was paffed in a very calm, compoftd ftate, and
fhe flept fome hours.  On the morniag of the 1gth, -between
feven and eight o’clock, fhe had two dark-coléured ftools, at- -
‘tended with very confiderable uncafinefs in her bowels. Agt®
eight the convulfive diftortions of the face returned, bufin a
, and not attended with any of the other fymptoms.
28, al d ‘the weund of the head
taken from thg arm,
turn. A faline draught with a
' ‘was given :every four.houss, to
horefys. TPhe-application of warm flannels
f§ in the bowels. Kler food was ordered ta
e, The room was darkened, and every
wa¢ placed with her head elevated, and de-
elf as little as poffible in fpeaking or otherwife.
this day-and the whole of the night paffed over
r ] y T Opii et Vini Antimonialis aa
M. and repeated at 2 A. M, p{oeu,red fe-
: S : L ety )
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four years, who had fallen the day b=fore from

feet upon a brick pavement, * - Fosh s ol

- He vomited foon after he was taken up, and comjlained of a

- bruife on his head, but feemed otherwife quite w#ll. The

furgeon, who was immediately fent for, cafily difcogered-avery
evident depreflion of the right temporal bone, in the dire@ion
of it? fquamofe futre, and likewife a fraGufe of the right pa-
rictal bone, extending from the middle of the fquamofe future

about one inch upwards.  As no fymptom of compreffion was
prefent, he merely applied 2 {pirituous embrocatic.1, and gave
. a gentle laxative, warnig the child’s friends of the bad {ymp-
toms that might very probably afterwards arife. I examined
the head, and found%he depreffion and fracture as above de-
fcribed ; but the former, as the furgeon informed me, was
.confiderably lefs that it was yefterday. No onc ba¥ fymptom
had come on, the boy was in good fpirits, his pulfe and fkin
natural. Qs his phyfic had not operated, I orderedgan cnemas;
% vi of blood were taken from the arm, and he was ordered a
{trictly antiphlogiftic regimen for two or three weeks.
This child has ‘continued in full heagh and fpirits. The
deprefled bone gradually rofe to its natural fituation, fo that in
a few days it was not perceptible;, and after a few weeks it was

impofiible to dete.& the fituatiof of the fi alture.

: x - AucuUsT z0th, 1709. g
W. G. aged ninc'years, fell from the gore-horfe of a cart,
upon a ftonc pavement, and the wheel immediately went over
his head. | I faw him about an-hour after the accident, and
found the whole of the left fide of the head very much flat-
tened ; the temporal, and great part of the pafietal bone, being
{o much deprefled, that it would have taken twelve or fourteen |
“Tolds of linen to have filled up the hollow to its natural {thape.
There was, befides, a fraGure of both bones, aboutoene inch in
extent, which crofled the fquamofe future. : pe
The boy was Comatofe, but roufed for a moment when
fpoken tv. His breathing was laborious, pupils di - pulfe
of natural velocity, but intermitting. He had ' T2
times, had bled much from the nofe, and like
right ‘ear.® In a confultation with Mr.
Skrimfhire, fenior and Junior, it was
apply the trepan in’two or more places,
the deprefled bones. ~ This was: thercfore pr
parents of the boy, as apparently the only chan

ce fo
- covery. | They, however, obftinately refufed, fo that t
in practice the antiphlogiftic plan, was all that was lei
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he was ordered to be kept quite fill. :
1lt. Morning. The deprefled portion of the bones &
“wery evidently elevated, fo that the hollow is much 1&fs than it
- was laft niBht. He breathes more freely, but is ftill comatofe.
. When roufell, he complains of head-ach,eputting his hand to
his forehead ; his fkin is hot, his pulfe quiek and Intermitting 3
has had uo ftool from the clyfter. SO
' R. Natrgn tartaris. 3 i.  Menn. cqum. Fru&. tamarind.
) aa g‘ﬁ. Snf. fennz, z v. f. M. Cujus capiat cochlearia am- °
pla tria, 3™./q. q. hora donec alvus foluta fiat. -
Evening. The bones feem fill more Yevated. He has lefs
of coma, but has been very reftlefs this afternoon. ' Skin hot,
- pulfe qu'icﬁ has had no ftool yet. : B
Rep. ift. aper. ad cochl. quatuor pro dos.. - Let him have
plenty of ripe fruit. : e
22d. Morning. - Has had a reftlefs night, is ftill comatofe,
- complains more of head-ach when roufed. Skin hot and dry,
pulfe quick, but lefy frequently intermitting. The opening
mixture has not operated. There is a fmall, puffy, and cir-
cumfcribed tumor on the patrietal bone, between the depreflion
and crown of the head. There®is no appearagce of fraGture or
depreflion under the tumor, nor is it painful when preffed upon. .
Inj. ftit. enema purg. d 2
~ Evening. The clyfter procured a copious faml. He has °
lefs coma, but much head-ach. Pulfe not fo quick, and lefs
frequently intermitting. i . R
Appl. tempori finiftro Hirud. N°, iy. SR IR
23d.. Very little coma; complains of 2 dull, conftant head~
ach; the tumor feems increafing; he has taken fome broth with
~ appetite;; has had no ftool fince that from the clyfter.
Rep. Enema. S EE L L
24th. He has had a very good night, and ,jis now free from
l}:gotilll fiead-ach and coma. Pulfe irregular, but not interrgitting.
elly open. NN e NN RS
_zg’th;'He /has continued quite free from complaints has
walked 2 little about his chambar. All his fun&ions =atural.
November ¥ith, Odr patient has continued in perfest
é)ﬂa]ﬁh! _After a fort®ight’he refumed his ufual avocations.
. T'he depreflion begame gradually lefs for fome time, but that

7]

sgiccé.:'rd’iﬁgly bled to Zviij, an enema was adm'inilﬂérpd, ‘

e th

ad is fiill very confiderably mithapen. On or
th day after the accident, the tumor having
me ftationary, without any appearance of diminu-
i was made acrofs it. Its contents, being un-
re evacuated. ‘The bone and pericrarium
) q the wound healed in a few days.

*-The



30 M. CEapniar;’: Obfervations on brfurin of the Head.

. it
The two laft cafes teach us, that in young fubjeéts we may
often expect even confiderable depreflions to be remqved with=
out any chireirgical aid. In fuch cafes, therefore, we need be
lefs anxious to perform an operation than in fimilar depreffions
in adelts. The laft cafe fhews to what a great extent the brain
may be injured without a fatal confequence $ and the prefent
mifhapen appearance of the head is a proof, that the pofition and
thape of the brain nfay be even permanently altered without,
~any bad confequence whatever, as the alteration i the form of *
the cranium is fuch, as muft have induced an analogous one in
that of its contents. ¢ . _
The happy termination of thefe three cafes will, I truft,
fpeak favourably of ¢he ftrict antiphlogiftic plan of treatment in
“1injuries of the head.

e s
L2 e

'CasEs of Injuries of the Head, with Obfervations, by
~ Jomx’ CHAPMAN{’, Surgeon, Amputhill.

: THE fondnefs for trepanning, fo much inculcated by Mr. -
Pott, and {o very arxioufly fupported by Mr. Benjamin Bell, has
juftly met with two very able antagonifls in Mr. John Bell ¥
and Mr. Abernethy,+ the latter having given fix cafes of frac-
‘ture, with depreflion, that recovered without the ufe of -the-
trephines: in thefe cafes no fubfequent inconvenience was occa-

. fioned by the depreffion. Mr. Latta has alfo given two cafes of

- depreffion that recovered where the bone, as he fuppofes, reco-
vered' its form by its own elafticity; in thefe two cafes there
could not exift any fralture. For my own part, I have never
.feen any cafe of ¢his kind of bending in the bones of the cra-
niume yet can readily believe that it may frequently be the cafe
in young children. I have met with two cafes é@'fuchgfub-
jects) where the bones of the fore arm were very con
derablys githout any fraQure and Jthat required

~force to ftraighten them. i e

The following Cafes ftill further cofirm Mr. 1 s

* opinion, that there are many inftances of fra&tures with de-

‘preflion, that will do perfectly well without the ufe of the tre-"

“phine, the brain becoming accuftomed to the preflure.
Cafe 1.—A child four or five years old, the daughter

* Difcourfes on Woundss part ii. p. 153. + Surgical
. 3 i
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_chi‘,,'.thé"ﬁdr{és, was admitted into St. George’s Hofpital under

‘Mr. Walker, having received a blow upon the left parietal o

‘bone, which was followed bpextravafation ; upon examination

it gave the feel of frafture with depreflion, (of the exiftence of

-which there was not any doubt,) but as there were no fymp- °

" toms of ingpnvenience attending this preternatural ‘preflure,

Mf. W. did not® think it prudent to divife the fcalp, but di-

" re@ed cloths, wet with a folution of muriated ammoni2 in
svinegar and water, to be appligd to th® part, which was con-

tirtued for ® fortnight, till the extravefation had entirely fub-
fided, the deprefion ftill remaining. The child was kept in
the hofpital ten days or a fortnight longery and as fhe remained
perfe@ly ‘well, was difcharged. I heard a confiderable time
after this, that fhe felt not the leaft incorwenience. ‘

Case 8.—A. S. of Silfoe, 2 woman about twenty years
of age, fays, ghat feven years ago, being:at play with her bro-
thers, fhieshad the misfortune to fall backwards upon the floor ;.
fhe immediately perceived a fwelling a little above the occipi-
tal ridge, which fubfided in a fhort time without any other

‘fymptoms; fince this, the has been at different times affeGed

with an acute pain in her head, which, fhe fays, always ori-
ginates in that part. 'About giree years ago the had feveral
very ftrong epileptic fits, which ‘have very rarely returned
fince, but the is now much troubled with pain in her head and

- vertigo. ‘On examining the part affe&ted, d difcovered a trian-

gular depreffion of #he cranium, which fhe nevérrecolleés to
have given her the leaft pain upon preflure being applied to it.
Mr. Cruikfhank, in his Le&ures, relates the cafe’of a wo-
man that recovered from an apoplexy ia two or three days,
without any remaining paralytic affection, and was apparently
well, remained fo for two years, and then died of a fever™
On opening the head, betwixt the dura and pia mater, was found
a cyft, the parictes of which were formed of coagulable lymph, -
containing a quantity of fluid blood. This eyft is preferved in
the Mufeum in Windmill-ftreet. : P g
‘Mr. John Bell, fays, I have very often feen the remains of
moft unequtivocal depreflions of the fkull, (e. g.) from the kick

- of a horte in boys who have grown up, (the devreflion ftill
- continuing) till they becgme {trong and healthy men.”’*

‘here are alfo cafts where the injury is entirely confined to °
1p, which, by the fymptoms. and feel of the part, give -
appearance of depreflion; but by waiting a few days, the
g fymptoms, extravafation, and feel of depreffion have
gl X ; difappeared.

: 3 -
- J. Bell’s Difcourfes on Wounds, part ii, p. 138, AR
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difappeared. - Thefe cafes require a fuperior fagaéity;._o%;. tac= '
tus efuditus, to difcover whether fraéture does or does not |
exift, previous to dividing the fcap, and I can readilyfconceive,
that even out firlt furgeons might fometimes be difappointed. -
Case 3—T. O. of Ampthill, a boy about thisteen years
old, on running down the ftreet, his feet flippgd, and he ffruck
his head againft a ffone; a confiderable fwcl?ing, with extra-
vafation, immediately appeared upon the anterior part of the
parietal bone, giving the exat feel of fraéture with depreflion.’
- The boy became very f.upid and drowfy, was frequeutly fick.
‘The ficknefs and drowfinels increafed in the evening, his:pulfe
became more full and quick, with thirft, &c. I wifhed now to.
bleed him, but it was not permitted, and nothing more was
done than a lotion & muriated ammonia applied tq the part.
On the following morning he was much the fame, a purge was
exhibited, and as fpeedily rejected; the faline mmxture with fal
polychreit was then bad recourfe to, and continuededuring the
day and night. On the third day, had flept quietly, the ficknefs
gone off; had two ftools, and was confiderably better ; the ex-
travafation and feel of depreflion remaine® the fame, continued
fome days, then gradually fubfided, leaving 2 longitudinal ridge
under the fcalp, which is not notv, after an elapfe of three weeks,
entirely rémoved. The following cafe alfo fhews how much
we may be deceived by thefe appearances. :
CAsE 4..—A fervant man, belonging to Mr. P , of
Maulden; received a kick from 2 horfe over the orbital ridge,
which divided the integuments down to the bone; the force of
the. blow knocked the man backwards, zand he fell with the
back of his head on 2 large pebble; he was taken up fenfelefs,
the wound was properly drefled and attended to; the bone had
not received the leaft injury; he was let blood copioufly, pro-
per medicines were given, and he was put to bed : the next day
the ftupor and drowiinefs much the fame, complained occafion-
ally of his head, his pulfe goand full; aperients were given, and
venzfction was repeated. On the third day he had a very reft-
lefs night; his pulfe quicker, more thirft, fometimesfick, and
eiccepfqecaﬁonal intervals of coma, was very reftlefs; thie‘apen
ents had Sperated very well. A’ blifter was applied betwixe

xt the
thoulders, and diaphoretics were givem. Qu examining the head
this day, a little fwelling was difcovered on the pofterior part
of the parictal bone, occafioned by the fall, which gave the feel
of fra&ure with depreflion; nor was I ever more difappointed

in my life, than in freely laying open the fcalp, to find that |

fraQure exifted, and that this feel had been ocez ;onedb%i%
travafated blood; in dividing the fcalp a ry was di-
vid®¥, and 2lowed 1o bleed for a little while ound was

I . P x
L ) : = S e
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. ot two thefymptoms were evlMently thofe of concuffion; that,
Tapidly changed to inflammation. According to MP. Benjamin’
Bell, I thofid have been warranted in the ufe of the trephine, .
(as there was a fuppofition of extravafation),in fearch of blood
or matter oppreffing the brainj* but this, inmy opit:ion, would
have been extrem:ly rafh ; the idea of ity brings the following
«Cafe to m .regolleétion. o s :

' Ase §.—A labouring man, about fi®ty years of age, in lop-
ping a tree his foot {lipped, and in. his fall ftruck. the bill or
hatchet he held in his hand againft his h®d, and divided the
fealprupon the frontal bone. A furzeon was fent for; on ex-
amining the wound, he declared the fkull®o be fraftured; the
next morning (being in partnerfthip) himfelf and partner ar~
-rived, with the®intention of applying the trephine; ¢he wound
was dilatea” to a confiderable extent, and an inconfiderable,
filfure+ was difcovered. One ‘of the furgeons infifted upon it,
that it was a complete fraflure ;. the reply of the other was, if
you will fay itis, I Wil trepan him. The man during all this
time was in his perfe& fenfes, without a fingle fymptom of a
compreffed brain. A gentlem# prefent bezged they would
pofipone the operation; they now attempted & fcrape out the
fiflure with the rafpatory, which was effe@ually done with little
trouble. The man recovered very well. - = Lo

Every man, previolls to applying the trepan, Sought to afk

himfelf, for what he is going to trepan? ¢ To think that a
fractured fkull is a chief caufe, or even an abfolute fign of dan-
ger, is a very &rroneous notion ; it is not the damage done to
the fkull, but the injury to the brain, that is the caufe of dan-
ger; and the fraGure of the fkull is but a faint uncertain mark ¥
of the harm done to the brain.”’f . Again, ¢ there is fill but
one motive for applying the'trephine, viz. to relieve the brain
from compreflion.”’§ ‘ : e 3

Now.I am fpeaking of, affe@ions of the brain, I canffot for-
bear obferving, that 1 have long been diffatisfied with the Edin-

e N G T sy burgh
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of Surgery, Vel. ITT. p. rz1. : e

{fure is notof itfelf a motive for (repanning the fkull; but if with

atient lies opprefled, then the oppreflion s the mark of danger,.

vafuted blood; and the fracture or fiffure of the fkull,

ich we fhould apply our trepan.”” J. Bell's Difcourfes

N
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burgh treatment of concuffions of the brain, viz. with core
dials, wine, and ftimulants; this appears to be unifoftnly the
fame with Mr. B. Bell,;* Mr. J. Bell,+ and Mr. Latta,{ and
is direCtly oppofite to the expgrience of Pott. My ideas on
this fubje& are {o exaltly confomant to what has béen faid by '
Mr. Abernethy,§ that I fhall therefore refer my readers to his
Effays. * In concuffion of the brain, (in Huntegan terms) we
ought to take great care to keep up a propér equilibriunt be-
tween the ‘powers 6f the part and their a&tion, or we fhall have
more inflammation than may be confiftent with life, it therefor'c.
requires the greateft caution if the ufe of Rimular&s ;efor whilft,
concufiion may be fubfiding on the one hand, inflammation may
be making rapid ftrides on.the other, which was clearly the cafe
in Cafe the 4th. TI'fhall beg leave to fubjoin the following in-
ftances of concuffion without any commeut. !
Casg 6.—Mr. 1. grocer, of Leighton Buzzara, in reach-
ing down fome candles, his foot {lipped, and the back of his
head ftruck againft fome drawers; he was taken 1p fenfelefs;
in'a fhort time was fomewhat recovered, complained much of
his head, was very giddy, and talked incoherently. I did nct
{ee him for two or three hours after the 2<cident, his'pulfe was
- beating full and ftrong; I immediately took away twelve ounces
of blood, and diretted falines with antimonial wine and tinét.
opii; the next morning he ftill complained of his head, was
~very giddy, talked very wandering, his pulfe too quick ‘and
full ; I gave a faline aperient, which operated very well; re-
peated the f=lines in the evening; the ¢ay following he was
more fenfible, but continued a little wandering, with occafional
lofs of m=mory for two or three days, and then recovered with-
out any farther inconvenience.

o e~

e

oM C/zrg'/iz%’.f‘Oé/'erva}iom on Gun-flot Wounds,
. L . :

[Continu‘ed from our laft Number, p. 447.7

A Privatg, of the name of Doogen, belonging
regiment, was fhot by a mufket-ball entegng half
the right breaft afid axilla, where the ribs [\5 3

* Syftem of Surgery, Vol. IIT. p. 14x.
+ On Wounds of the Head, p. 139. -
1 Sgltem of gurgery, Vol. II. P- 1775178,
. § Surgical Effays, .Part ITII. p. 59, 60, &c, '
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#-ch other, and where the bellies of ‘the pe&oral mufcles are
thickeft. ¥ he wound becamegconfequently deep, and in the
* entrance ofthe ball a portion (fortunately the fuperior one) of ae
rib was frastured. The man had great anxiety and difficulty
of breathing, with a quick and hurricd pulfe. ~ There was no
great® hemorrhage from the wound, 1 was certain the ball
entered the cheft; but I thought it likely that the lung
hed efcaped ; for, during the few minuges he was with me,
Jhe fpat up M blood.” The whbund was drefled as expedi-
tioufly, and as fecurely, as I could. He was fent the fame

" evening to the general hofpital, with little hopes of his fur-
_viving the %ccident ; but, twelve days afterwards, I heard from
a foldier who came from the hofpital, that he was fill li¢ing,
and, as he %aid, doing well and likely to recover, although the
ball ftill remaingd in the cheft. The particulars of this cale,
fo far as inquiries can go, I fhall make my bufinefs t@ report at _
fome future period. s it poffible for a ball to remain harmlefs,
or even compatible with life, on'fo exquifitely-fenfible 2 mem-.
brane as the pleura? » 52 ;
If the recoveries from wounds penetrating the thorax and ab-
domen be few, on account of the.extenﬁve inflammation. which®
fo conftantly follows them, fewer ftill will the recoveries be
where the fkull is entered. It is remarkable, however, how
. great an injury the brain will occafionally receive, and long af-
terwards accommodatas itfelf to the purpofes of lifgeor-even be-
followed by-complete recovery. In -the general' a&tion which
“occurred on the 2d inft. and in which, from the nature of the '
ground, (an immenfe fpace of high fands in the vicinity of Cam-
perdown) and from the difperfed fituation of the troops, it hap-
pened that the wounded would be lying fingly ; and from the -
impoflibility of getting any kind of carriage on the ground, it
might be fome time until the wounded could be feen or colleét-
“ed, a private in the 27th regiment had beep found on. the -
day of aion, by a furgeon of another corps, with a wound -
in" the head, lying alone, and, as he faid, dying; for, %s the
brain had been penetrated, he thought it in vain to do any thing
more than, for form fake, to apply a bit of lint and wrap a
“handkerchief found the head, which, of courfe, would be done
ina hurry. Next daf, when traverfing overgextenfive fands,

to fee i any ‘men were till to be found to whom I could afford
any. g, I found this poor man laying by the fide of a
_bents n a deplorable fituation. Not knowing any thing .
of him im his regiment and hurt; he anf{wered by

putting forth thand, as if to implore my affiftance ; he
iffued a groan which penctrated my heart; he mage figns for
drink, but this could not be inftantly gots a fcanty bog here
8 F2 : and
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and there was all the water the place afforded for feveral thou-
fand - men, overcome with fatigue, and many lying helplefly
wounded. - At laft a ¢anteen-fufl was got for my pagient; dif-
tradtedly, mnd with convulfed eagernels, he tried to hold it to
his bead until it was half empty!" 1 had him cofiveyed in a
blanket by four of his comrades, and this was Mis {tate on ex-
amination: He was not wholly fenfelefs, for he conftanty
made figns for water, and would hardly fuffer the canteen t
be taken away from°him ; he was not in a come- or fyncppe,*
- but apparently in a ffaf® between thofe two; he frequenty at-
tempted to articulate, but could not. An officer, who had for-
merly been his mafier, came and fpoke to him, and to afford
him affiftance—it filled his eyes with water. On attempting.
to raife him, he inreafed his moaning, and pufhtd his feet
downwards, as if-to place himfelf in an eafy pofture. On
walhing hjs face well with cold” water, he feenfed to relith it;
. but on attempting to touch his head, there he fhew¥ed figns of
morbid fenfibility ; his countenance was pale and ghaltly, for
that fide of the face on. which the injury was done was para-
Iytic, the corner of the mouth falling ‘downwards ; he had,
however, the ufe of all his limbs ; his pulfc was fecble, de-
prefied, and intermitting.  Thedry fands, had blown the whole
night upon his head and cloaths, ail bloody ; they formed a hard
cake around him. On making his body as comfortable as could
-well be, 1 removed the handkerchief from his head, and found
a mufquet-{A3t had carried away 2 part of one of the parietal
_bones, nearly about its centre. . From the wound, portions cf
brain were pufhed outwards, fome in detached pieces, like tca-
fpoonfuls. As the edges of the wound did not appear very
rugged, ‘or at all deprelied, and efpecially as the brain ftill con-
*tinued working out, and the poor man ‘making figns in.agony
* to have his head put up, I juft appliéd fimple drefling, as-gently
and fecurely as | could, putting him up in blankers, with no
hope “of his reco®ery, tu be conveyed to the general hofpital,
whithershe was taken late in the evening of the 3d inftant,
Four days afterwards, i. e. five from the accident, a foldier
came ftom the hofpital, who informed me, he then left Shreeves
in the fanfe Qate, or, as be exprefled &, raving, and his brains
coming out. The confufion which fticcesded this, by our re-
 treat from Alkm#r and its neighbourhood, and the confequent
moyvement or capture, of the general hofpital; which was but
a temporary ong, have entirely prevented me, for the prefen
from afcertzining the iffue of this cafe: It is more than pr
bable, however, that the inflammation, and &iéféquéﬁt fuppu="
1ation, would fheitly put an end to this pigient's fufferings ;
° 7 & t'og
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for fuch a fatal termination.does not appear to be al;
about by mgre lofs ¢f brain. e v
v In penesrating wounds of joints, the recovery, if it ever fue-
ceeds withogt amputation, is always atleait very uncertain aad
hazardous ; when the capfular ligament is divided, and ths bonz
at tle fame time fractured, it 1s probable}mmédiate amputa-
tion; if the patient be not of too robuft and plethoric a habit,
be always advifcable. But the point h&e is nice ;—o thofe
Jherefore,a wilofe experience is exteniive, whofe dread of the
fucceeding tenfion, inflammation, and fupparation, is lefs than
that of prefent mifchief, I will yield with. jglent fubmiflion: “at
all gvents, ®amputation in fuch wounds can only be advifeable
i in thofe joints below the hip and fhoulderse When along with
fraCtured bbne there alfo happens extenfive laceration of exter-
nal parts, as hgppens generally from cannon-thot, {hells, and
{plinters, I fuppofe I need hardly mzntion, no excufe fhould
* warraiit the delay of amputation, as this, or a frightful {loughing,
will alone preferve life. :

Belguere, who was ehief furgeon in the armies, I believe, of
the great king of Pruffia, in fulfilling the di&tates of his mafler,
recommends amputation néver tg be had recourfe to; and, if [
am not miftaken, fums up his experience by a fort of proof

~that, under his dire&ion, the cafes of recovery of gun-fhot
wounds were -more numerous wherein noe operation was had
. recourle to, than befare, when generally practife®? but Ger-
i~ man knives are not the firft in the world. . After all, it is plain
| the cafes of recovery after amputation, in military praétice,
¥'muﬁ_- be comparatively fewer than what follow in civil life,
whether in private or public ;. for the healthy, full; 2nd plethoric
-habit, {oidiers and failors generally enjoy at the time of receiving
& their hurts, is found to be inimical to the formation of a kindly
_ftump. The fparer the habit, unlefs carried to excefs or old
i age, the eafier the -recovery after amputatioh. Farther, the
injury which the whole frame receives fiom the fhock of a
cannon=ball, appears to be in fome cafes fuficient to fruftrate
our intentions in amputating. The thigh fhall be carric8 off
~half way up, probably not_ more’han a quart of blgod w Il be
loft, but the patient will lo his fpirits and ftrenzth amazingly.
His %ﬁ and whole ffame, (hall be tremulous and diftracted;
1y be fhatteted high up, a valt partof the body of

way; and the patient finks undsr accumulated |

.:Eiy;-brgu‘g.ht';

annot help remarking, that fone of the
either aQluated bya miftaken humanityy
ot immer age darknefs, appear blindly to ®low Bel-
'-"_gqgg;’smplan' of treatment; for, in confequence of a deficiency of

s : : . s hofpdal
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hofpital mates, when I was lat’e}iy fent to a& for a little while at
ghe general hofpital at the Held®, when the wounded of the
army were sbrought, I had an opportunity’ of witntffing the
Ruffian management of the fick and wounded. Hese fhattered |
ftumps, compound, fractures, deadly wounds, were all promif-
cuoufly left to unaflifted nature ; or rather, Nature’s intentions.
appeared to bégrofslz perverted by the effe&t of the furgeon’s
art. The charge of 2°Ruffian Jbattalion, of more than a thou=» i
fand men, isintrufted ¢ a furgeon-major and abouc a’dozefs of
mates or afliftants, who are called Feldfhers. ~Of'the former I
know nothing, but éuppofe they may enjoy advantages both.of
education and experience ; the latter, like the German feldfhers,
are a fet of vulgar la¥s, mean, and,. God knows, humble, who
pretend not to the knowledge of difeafe ; who are only initiated
in the art.by thé drefling of fores, and the adaniniftration of
clyfters; and ‘belong to that clafs of human beings formerly
known by the name of barber-furgeons. ' L
In the Ruffian hofpital at Helder, were crowded together in
one fmall apartment about an hundred aen, ill of feverand .
fluxes.  In their perfons, the Ruffians are abominably dirty,
which, along with their thicks blankets and confined air, (for
the windows wefe clofely fhut) prefented a fcene truly charac= 4
teriftic of human mifery ‘and human prejudices. In the apart-
ment of the woundeds from which alfo the external air was as fcru=
~puloufly denied as if it had been a poifon, were about two hun-
dred ; they were unufually crowded; but this arofe from ‘tem~-
porary prefling circumftances, and which, by the attention of
fome of the Britifh hofpital ftaff, was, in a few days, reme-
died, as far as their humanity could go. The Ruffian furgeons
were ordered to be fhewn, and to praétife, the Englith method
of dreffing the wounded, which tafk was far from being defir--
able to the teacher; for the furgeon, though dignified with the
title of major, appeared to hold among the ranks of man but an
inferiorftation. His appearance was truly chara&teriftic, and
muft be defcribed :— A lean, tall figure, dreffed in a green great .
coat d8wn to the ground, a leather military cap arched with a row
of green feathers, having a long White-fop'd cane in its hand,was
introduced “to us as the fuperior of the Efculapian brotherhood.
A few broken aécents in German, in a weakly, fhrill voice,’
told us, he was happy to fee us, and would be glad of any of
our afliftance. -On obferving how neceflary it would be. to”
preferve cleanlinefs, and admit frefh air into the hofpital, he -
called to fome ordetlies, as if 'he wifhed to fhew he main- |
tained authority; but one of his'own officers i 1g.pre(3’5f” Fi
rough, unfeéiing fon of Mars, in reply to the poor furgeon®s |
nece(ifnryrfuggcftion, foon convinced me how little fway or re=

- fpect
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fpe@ apy effort of his could have in- the ceconomy of 4is hof=
pital. "He appeared afraid of touching a wounded limb, and
yet would remove a fractared ope.from a bed, and puta bandage
round it pﬁa{est; but if ingenuity had been put on the ftretch,e
®a drefling more unkindly could not be thought of, than that
ufed by the Ruflian furgeons. . The lint they ufe is the threads
drawp out of ®oarfe Ruffian cloth, withouteany preparation ;
it is hard, and refembles a fkein of thread; weith this the wounds
were plugged up, above which,” his digeftive, in which there
- abpeared to bg a great proportioneof refin, was anplied; others
edreffed their wounds with vinegar and fugar. To a perfon of
this defcription it was by no means pleafant to order a new.plan
to be adopted, andhis own to be laid afide. ® The poor.man, as
well as his afliftants, appeared fenfible of their imperfe&ions.
"The contrafted allowances granted them by their governmient, -
for themfelves and fick, feemed alo to have contraéted their
own fouls. =~ ® : - PG g
In the Ruflian Hofpital at Helder, were a great number of
bad gun-fhot cafes, from which much information might be
drawn ; but, from the fhort time I remained there, cannot 7oz
make any remarks upor? them. =
The general want of immediate hzmorrhagy in gun-fhot
wounds is a circumftance obferv@d by all pra&itioners. It is
- probable, immediate hzemorrhagy never happens, unlefs when
the force of the ball is nearly fpent, or when a veflel is partially
divided tranfverfely; and this laft, I fhould *fuppofge can only
happen when the ba!l.c8mes out of the peace tru ncated, or with
edges, as from rifled pieces, when the wound will, in fome
umeafure, partake of the nature of an incifed wound. Whether
this want of haemorrhagy is always owing to a fudden and total
deftruction of all life in the injured parts, by which the ex-
*pofed arteries refufe any longer to propel their contents ; or,
“whether it be from the fudden extraordinary preceding ftretch- -
,ing, that an extraordinary temporary contraciop, with life, fol
“lows, ‘appear to me queftions not to be readily decided. .~ .
A limb fhall be carried off by a cannon-ball ; the arteries
fhall be feen hanging out, as if they had either been elpn-
gated from above, or torn up forinches below,. and ftijl with -
little or no ba2morrbagy. Whether that which folldws from
fuch s afterwards be of the alive or paffive kind, I have
noty fufficient oppprtunities of-examining. s
leeding which fucceeds the application of a leech to
2 vacuum formed by its mouth for a confider~
ivided extreme veflels, deftroying their tone,
ower of contra&ing? or, is this evident
e referred to fomething deleterioys in the
e probofcis
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probofcis of the animal, by which it not only rendersgpaflivé
the extremities -of thedivided veflels, but alfu prevents coagula
from forming ? There is one circumftance attending gun-fhot
‘wounds, wgich I apprehend may be worthy of nafice: The
great velocity with which cannon and mufquet balls pafs
through the air, muft occafion in their rear a momeritary va-
cuum ; may not, therefore, much mifchief be dofle bya partion
of ‘our body being'expofed to a fituation where external pref-
fure is fuddenly reroved? In thofe cafes which terminate
fatally by the wind, 25 it is talled, of a cannor-ball, that is,
where the ball paffes without touching, it/is not likely death®
is brought about by a fudden concuflion of zir on a part, (as
the expreflion implies) but by a fudden removal o a portion
of air from a part efential to life, by which all external fupport
is removed, rupture of veflels, or other mifchiefs follow, ter-
minating in death; and this event a priori will be meit likely
to happen when the ball paffes acrofs the head, cheft, or epi-
gaftric region. There is another fa& tending to tife fupport of
this idea, which is, thata touch with a cannon, or even a muf-"
quet-fhot, though hardly fufficient to Pifcolour the fkin, will
yet fometimes knock the perfon down. It has alfo been allegedy
.and, poflibly, not without reafon, that flight touches from can-
non or mufquet-fhot, are attended with more tedious or dan-
gerous confequences than apparently fimilar touches from ano-
ther mode of infliition; if this be really the cale,. it may pro-
bably arif¢ ffom a vacuum fuddenly formed over veffels, thereby
injuring'or deftroying their tone. Laftly, a blue line, or mark,
is fometimes obferved on men after altions, although they were
not fenfibie of a ball having touched them; the extravafation®
here, then, was probably owing to the external fupport of the

> air being taken off for an inffant, occafioning rupture of vef=
fels, and the effufion mentioned. But it has been alleged, énd'f
fometimes, perhaps, alfo, with reafon, that people engaged in
altion, where tk= grim meffengers fly thick, may be occafion-
ally fo overpewered with horror that a very flight blew will be:
fufficient to make them tumble; or, as others will haveit, and
whieh I fuppofe to be moft likely, as well as moft frequent; the
imaginatign on fuch dccafione may be fo much heated by mo-
mentary impulfe and ardour pofeflifig the whole foul, as to de-

. prive men of their acute feelings, and thi§ a ball may graze thim
without their knowledge. o 273 .
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. §®the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Jonrnal.
. TG.E.’I'TLEMEN, ; AR : TRz
1[ F the following. account of the deleterious effe#ts of a very
common {pegies of agaric, not hitherto generally fufpecled to
be%oifonous, appears to you likely to provg uleful or interelting
1o . the public, you will oblige me by itseinfertion; fhould its |
« length be any obftacle to this, [ beg yougwill omit whatever you
' mmy thmk @iperfluous, - Ieremain S48 :
x - GENTLEMEN,
No. 10, Arlington-fireet, , Your’s, moft obediently,
Nov. 161h; 1799.. : % EVE_R'ARD BRANDE.

J. S. gathered early in the mosning of® the third of O&ober,

" in the Green|Park, what he fuppofed to be fmall -mufhrooms ;
thefe he 1ﬂewed with the common  additions in a tinned iron
faucepan.* The whole did not exceed a tea faucerful, which he
and four of his children ate the firft thing, about eight o’clock
in the morning, as ghey frequently had done without any bad.
confequence ;- they. afterwards took their ufual breakfaft of tea,

. &c. which was finithed about nine,- when Edward, one of the'

* children, (eight years old,) wifo had eaten a large proportion of
the mufhrooms, as they thought them, was.attacked with fits of
“immoderate laughter, nor could the threats of his father or mo-
ther reftrain him, JTo this fucceeded vettigo, and a great de-
gree of* ftupor, from which he wa¥roufed by Being called or -
fhaken, but immediately relaplfed. The pupils of his eyes -

. were, at times, dilated to nearly the circumference of the cor-
nea, and fcarcely contracted at the approach of a ftrong light 5
his breathing was quick, his pulfe very variable, at times im-
perceptible, at others too frequent and {mall to be counted; lat®
terly, very languid; his feet were cold, livid, and contrated ;
‘he fometimes prefled his hands on different parts of his abdomen,’
as if in pain, but when roufed:and . interrofated as to it, hean-
fwered indifferently, yes, or no, as he did toevery other quef-
tion, evidently without any relation to what was afked. About

~ the fame time the father, ageg forty, was attacked witttvertigo,

“and complained that every thing appeared blacly then wholly -

SR e B o5 Lo : difap-

>uracy may feem ‘trivial, but I'have met with . people wha
owing {ymptoms might have arifin from the ule of a cop-



a2 Mr. E. Bronde, on a b&ﬁmh; Species of Agaric, :

difappeared; to this fucceeded lofs of voluntary motion and .
ftupor ; his pupils were dilated, his pulfe flow, full, and*foft ;
breathing not affected; in about ten minutes he gradually reco-

- vered, but complained of univerfal numbnefs and coldrefs, with

-

reat dejection, and 2 firm perfuafion that he was dyiag; in a
ew minutes he relapfed, but recovered as before, and had fe-
veral fimilar fits during three or four hours, each fu ceeding one
lefs violent and withdonger intermiffions than the fgrmer. :

Harriet, twelve ycars old, who had eaten but a very fmall
quantity, was attacked alfo at the fame time with flight ver- .
t1g0. “ ; : >
gAt ning o’clock I firft faw them, and ordered a folution of
ten grains of tartar emetic, in four ounces of water, to be
immediately given to each in proportioned dofes. It 1oon had
the defired effe& on the father and on Harriet, both of whom

_ felt themfelves much relieved by its operation. ~ As fobn as the

ftomach of the former could bear it, T ordered hirg an ounce of
caftor oil, and half an hour afterwards, vinegar and gwater, of
cach’ two ounces. He took three fuch dofes, at intervals of
half an hour, when he had a ftool, and voided large quantities
of urine, and although net perfe@ly recovgred, did not appear
to require any thing more. neis
_ To Harriet, who had two or three attacks of flight verti-
g0, with fome languor, I gave, (after the operation of the emetic,)
on the fuggeftion of my friend, Dr. Burges, who happened to
be prefent, thirty drops of fal volatile, in a table fpoonful  of
water. ‘Thie, relieved her exceedingly, agd by repeating the
dofe twice in the courfe of an hour, fhe was perfectly cured.
From the difficulty with which Edward was made to fwallow
any thing, and from the large quantity required, it was eleven
o’clock before he had taken enough of the emetic folution to
excite vomiting; by this time the poifon had produced fo
powerful an effe& upon his fyftem, that he did not appear in
the leaft relieved by it. I now ordered him a ftimulating in-
je&tion, applied a blifter to his neck, and by degrees made him
fwallow fome fmall quantities of fat volatile, diluted with no more.
water than was abfolutely neceflary; his feet were frequently

- tubbed with and wrapped up in warm flannels; in half an hour

the injection was repeated ; this feon procured two ftools, when
he was fenfibly relieved, knew the voile of his father and ma-
ther, and complained of coldnefs and infunfibility about his
ftomach. His whole abdomen was well rubbed before a fire
with fome camphorated ftrong volatile liniment, which, at his
own requeft, ‘was repeated two or three times ;ohe continued
alfo to take the fal volatile, and fome caftor oil. By four o'clock |

. evesy

¢ 1
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everv violent fymptom had left him, drowfinefs and occafional
giddinefs,bnly remaining, bofh of which, with fome head-ach,
continued during the following day. SR -
Charlofte, a delicate little pirl, ten years old, naturally ofa
moft mild a# tractable difpolition, who al{p had caten a large
proportion, was fuddenly attacked in the prefence of Dr. Burges
and myfelf, about half after ten, with vertigo and lofs of volun-
*tary mgtiog; her pupils were, very much dilated, and fight -
greatly impaired; thefe fymptoms foon®gave place to a degree
of delirium, in which fhe refufed to take any thing, forcibly
friking whatever was offered to ‘her. @A blifter was applied
to her neck ; and having given her a firong dofe of the emetic
folution, ,mmediately on the firft attack, which, - though
late, operated violently, fhe became compofed as the fick=-
nefs went offs and after taking a few dofes of the fal volatile,
was perfeftly well; and wholly unconfcious of any thing that
had pafled fince the commencement of the fymptoms; her pulfe,
which hitherto had not been much affeéted, was now irre~
ular, and continuc® o, though in a lefs degree, during the

whole of the day. .
~ Martha, aged eighteen, whe had eaten 2 fmall proportion,

* was attacked about eleven o’clock, with {fymptoms exa&ly the

{ame as thofe of Harriet. She was treated in the fame manner

with fimilar fuccefs. o 3 :
From the evident %itility of determining the {pecies to which

thele agarici belonged, T defired the man who had gathered and

-~ partaken of them, to bring me fome of the fame; and on inquiry

-« cimer
T have

found he had for feveral years been in the habit of gathering, in
the fame place, what he was confident were the fame fort,

Part of thofe which he brought me, I fent to Dr, Williams,
Botany Profeffor of Oxford, to whom I had- related the cafes.
In a note which he had the kindnefs to fend me, he fays,
-« Having fince pafled. a fhort time, in cdmpany with Mr.
« Sowerby,* he has compared them with the I ungt and plates
¢« in his Mufeum. Mr. S, has no doubt refpefing the fpe-
% cies; it appears to be a variety of the Agaricus glutinofus of
s« Curtis, (Flora Londingnfis,) the fame with Dr. Withering’s

¢ Agaricus femlglobatus,oyét no notice is taken either by Curtis
& or Withering of its deleterious quality. “T'his may feem fin-

¢ gular, as its effed¥s were {o ftrongly marked, unlefs any
has been made by the perfon who coileGed the fpe-

¢ miftake h:
mined fome of the fame parcel with Mr. ‘
G2 Wheeler,

# Author of Coloured Figures of Englifh Fungi.
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Wheeler, Demonftrator of Botany of the Apothecary’s Company,
whofe teftimony concurring witlf the above, leaves o room to
doubt their®uthority. i _ o :

As fome of your readers may not readily have an epportunity
of referring to either of the authors already mengioned, I fhall
add Curtis’s defeription of the fpecies Agaricus glutinofus.®

« Stalks generally fingle, fometimes cluftered, from two to
« four inches in heignt, the thicknefs of a goofe quill, thread

« fhaped, whitith; almoft folid, the tube being? vety fmsally’

« glutinous; ring, a little below the cap, fcarce perceptible.

<« Cap, from onc to two inches in breadth, of a brown co-
<-Jour; in the full grown ones hemifpherical, always convex,
« and more or lefs giatinous ; wet with rain, it becomes browner
< and tranfparent, fo that it fometimes appears ftriatdd. A

« Gills numerous, fingle, of a brownith purple colour,
« clouded; whole ones about twenty, horizontal, tyree thorter.
« ones placed betwixt them; they throw out a powder of a
¢« brownifh purple colour.” dve s

With refpe& to the ufe of it, he onlw favs, There is no-

< thing acrimonious or difagreeable in its tafte, yet its appear- -

¢ ance will not recommend it«o the lovers of mufhrooms.”’

The variety, however, in queftion, (which is almoft con-
ftantly to be met with on_pafture land-during autumn,) differs
from ‘this dgfcription chiefly in being of a conical form, as will
be perfed@ly well feen in No. 19, of M- Sowerby’s Englifh
Fungi, to be publifhed on the firft of January next; for the
ufeful purpofe of fhewing which Mr. S. has exprefsly added
figures 1, 2, and 3, of Table 248, - :

| e——— e
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w4 Cafe of difficili Parturition, by Mr. PtiRTéN,_ Surgeon,

ot Alcefier, Warwickflire ; with Obfervations by Joux

~ Crarke, M. D.
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* (GENTLEMEN,, s

: 1[ HAVE ately received the following cafe |
a very fenfible and judicious furgeon, of Alcefte:

- fhirg’s you will, probably, think it defervip,

your Journal, g ST

<
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s To Dr. CLARKE. s
. DeaRSIR, . . e M, Dec. 3, 1799,

I beg ledve to communicate to you a remarkable cgfe of diffi- *

' cult parturis®on, -which has fallen' under my care lately, and I
truft that youwill agree with me, that the condu@ which I
purfued was adapted to the circumftances of the cafe,

Mrs. P. a hard-working woman, about fix and thirty, has
bren the mother of four children, Her @vo firlt labours were
svery feve® afd lingering, the laff more & than the firft; as, in
the former, the child was born by the natural pains; and, in the
latter, with much difficulty, by the forcepsy The third labour,
fhe had lingering pains for three ‘or four days, and I was with
ber for moft of the time; at length, the q§ uteri was fully di-
lated, “and ‘the membranes burfl. The head, with the anterior
fontanelle towards the left inguen was diftin&ly felt at the brim
of the pelvis. The pains now very foon increafed in ftrength,
and, after a little time, the head advanced fomewhat further ,
but at laft, although I waited patiently many hours, it did not
move in the leaft degree. Confidering the prefentation and
the head not being low enough for the application of the for-'
ceps, I defired a confultation,. znd therefore fent over for Mr.
Bloxam’s affiftance. - As foon as he arrived, he thought it pro-

- per to turn the child, which was done, and with the greateft
difficulty the child was delivered, although I affifled him with
all my ftrength; the dead was nearly feparated froa? the body in
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- the attempt, and a confiderable indentation was obfervable on the .

fide of the head, after the child was born. On examination,
there was very confiderable projection of the facrum, fo as to
leffen that diaméter of the pelvis full an inch and a half, The

fourth labour happened about fix weeks ago.  The head, in this e
cafe, did not advance fo far in the pelvis, although the pains

were much ftronger, and continued fo for fome time: at length
the woman became fo exhaufted, that I thaught it prudent to
deliver her; but, fortunately, during this deliberation in my
“mind, the funis was forced down, and it very foon ceafed pul-
| fating_. - When this took place, I did not hefitate a moment how

to procéed; I immediately relieved the mothér: by evacuating -

. the head, which operatign, of courfe, I ‘performed with much
F olenee to my®own feclings when I was’ convinced the

- child was dead. It*was with much difficulty T brought the -

* child in

- protuberance of the facrum was much in-
laft labour, which thews that the bones muft
ally becoming worfe for many years; and alfo

y

the world, after I had diminifhed the head ; and, on

fe two firft labours terminatéd fo favonrably.
R SN : - The
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The woman recovered (of which you have had, no doubt;
many inftances in fimilar cafesy) more rapidly thari‘.many do in
L

. the beft of times. I am,
> DEear Sig, . ¢
Your friend agd fervant.
. ~ T.purtfon.
o e

- ENra e %

The foregoing cafg appear? to me to be wortBy of beiifg rea
corded, becaufe it ferves to fhew the gradual fteps of the dif-
eafe, which is called mollities offium, and the manner in which
the pelvis, though % may have been once perfect, becomes more
and more diftorted, till it is abfolutely incapable of admitting
the paflage of a cRild’s head through it, without being dimi-
nifhed in fize by evacuating the brain. =

The firft labour was completed, as it appears, bg the natural
efforts.  In the fecond, the head was brought ghrough (not,
however, without difficulty) by the application of the forceps.
In the third, the head did not advance fgr enough to admit of
the application of that inftrument, partly from the face being
placed towards the groin, but principally, as is moft likely,
from the increafing deformity of the patient’s pelvis. The
«child, in this labour, was turned, and it was delivered by the
feet. ‘The'head, however, was brought through, not without .
great force., Between the third and fovrth labour, the difeafe
continuing to make progrefs, the deformity became ftill greater,
fo that it was neceflary to deliver by the crotchet.

I do not know that there is any inftance recorded in which
mollities offium, once begun, has .been by any means arrefted
. 1in its progrefs ; the confequence of which is, that the pelvis,
" firft, for obvious reafons, and afterwards the whole fkeleton,
muft give way to the fuperincumbent weight, and if partu-
rition has been rendered difficult from this caufe, the difficulty
may be expeéted to be aggravated in each fucceeding labour.

Not fo in' the deformity arifing from rickets. If the unfor-
tunate fubjéts of this difeafe attain the age of puberty, the
fkeleton docs not often yield afterwards to preflure. * Hence
the difficult$ of parturition does not fn them become increafed
at each fucceeding labour, but the deformiiy remains where the
difeafe left it, through life. - Lae g »

The operation, therefore, of bringing on premature labour ;
or of turning the child {if the full term of pregnancy has been
compleated) is applicable chiefly to cafes of deformity, which
are the refult of rickets, where we may in any fucceeding la-
bour expect to find the fame dimenfions of th& pelvis as exifted
in thofe labours which have gone before, In many cafes of de-

= formed
J
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formed pelvis arifing from the latter caufe, if the dimerfions of
the pelvis are accurately noted by the praitioner, the life of 2
child may be preferved by bringing on premature labour, which '
muft ine‘vitab.fy be loft, if the full term of utero-geftation thould
bt allowed to be compleated. f ‘. 5

I need not obferve, that it is only to the flighter cafes of de-
formity, where fcefs can be expected from this pradtice. The
fubje&t "of premature labour has been fo ably treated by Dr.
Denman, in his excellent Syftem of Midwifry, that [ beg to
refer your readers to his work. To the prafical dire@ions
there 18id doWwn®T only think it neceffary®to add, that a fmall
male catheter, curved fo as to take the {fweep of the vagina
and cervix utgri, is a very well adapted inftament for punc-
turing the membranes, becaufe the liquor will be readily
drawn off through it; and the chance of l#bour coming on
foon will be greater, whén the waters are more perfeétly eva-
cuated ; and mucheof the fuccefs muft neceflurily depend on the
procefs taking place early ; if it fhould not, the child will either
die, or, continuing to grow, the ‘intention eof perforating the
membranes will be defeated. i

® 1 am, GENTLEMEN,
Yours, &c.

«  JOHN CLARKE.
Neéwo Burlington Street, Dec, 135 1799,

- - o L

My Franks, on the Brunonian Syftem.
{Concluded from our lak Number, pp. 449—~452.] -

./R.FoTHERGILL obferves, “It does not feem abfurd tocom-
pare the animal machine to a clock ; let the wheels whereof be
in ever fo good order, the mechanifm complete in every part,

- and wound up to the full pitch, yet without fome®*impulfe com-

municated to the pendulum, the whole continues motionlefs.””
With refpeét to the animal machine, the oxygen of the air
may be confidered as the impulle, and the left auricle the living

pendulum to which this impulfe is communicated. SRy
From what has been obfervgd on the ftate of apparent death
from a temporary fufperffion of refpiration, I am inclined to
infer, that the exiftence of® excitability direétly depends on the
conftant reftoration of that degree of ftimulant force derived
fr!)}m the air by the blood in the lungs, to which the left au-
ricle and ventric i ve been accuftomed, and without which
2. ' AR ) there
= :
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there is a fufpenfion of excitement, and not on.the powers of -
‘affimilation in the fomach, &c. The powers of aflimilation, as
well as the excitability, are entirely dependant op the ftimulus
of arteria} blood. T .

T e e
L ]

OF PREDIS?OSIT_ION'TO DISEASES OF BHE SYSTEM. .

Dr, WiLson obje@s to the idea-of Predifpofition to Difeafes
of the Syftem,—page 519.— The fyftem in general is either in |
a flate of health or difeafc. -Predifpofition to general difeafe_is
a ftate that cannov be defined. There is, perhaps, no’parteof.
. the writings of Dr. BRowN more exceptionable than his Ob.-

fervations on Piedifpofition to Difeafe.  Thefe, however, as §
~ they do not properly form any part of his fyftem, it did not ap-
pear, neceflary to confider here.” LA
I am of opinion that predifpofition to general difeafe forms a
part .of the Brunonian doétrine, which defepves confideration ;
for it appears to me to be contrary both to reafoming and matter
of fat to conclude, that the fyftem is always either in a ftate of
health or difeafe. If from obfervation it is evident, that the
fyftem in a ftate of health this day c#nnct be precipitated into

- dropfy on the next, or on the third, fourth, or fifth day, by a
fubtra&tion from the degrec of ftimulus which had previoufly
fupported the body in a ftate of health, but that by perfevering
n the application of the debilitating powers for feveral months
together, and we then find this difeafe make its appearance,—
may we not conclude, that the fyftem has gradually receded
from the ftandard of health during the interval, and that predif-
pofition to fome general difeafe of debility immediately com-
menced, (no matter in what form the deviation from health

- might be) when the daily allowance of animal food, wine, and
‘porter were prohibited, and a vegetable diet with water for
beverage fubftituted. If from obfervation we find, that there is
an intermediate ftate between health and difeafe, may not the
word, Predifjofition, be employed to exprefs fuch a flate of *
the fyftem ? and ought we to obje& to it merely becaufeit can- -
not be defined ? T .

- "It is not a ftate effentially different from health or difeafe,
only dafferent fo far as the’excitgment is concerned. It has an -
cqual affinity with both, and mey hy management be readily

- converted into either. 3 i et h s, T

But there appears fomething like’ a contradi@ion in another
part of this work with refpect to Predifpofition,_although it is
~poflible that I do not rightly conceive the author’s meaning ;
for, gn referring to page 468, Dr. Wilfon obferves, « Be wee

the lealthy-f’catp in which the excitability and ftimuli appli

Bkl SRR i 5
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| are in du® proportion, and death, in which the excitability is”
| extinguifhed either by an excefs, or too great an abftraction of
{’cim‘u%i, “the Brunonian fyftem fappofes all pofiible gradations. -
Thefe are €vidently to be divided into two clafes ; thofe in
which the exeitability is to a certain degree exhauffed by too .
great an appligition of ftimuli, and thofe in which a morbid -
accumnlation is fuppofed to take place in C('.thec‘uence of too
" great an abftra&ion of ftimuli. In the latter of thefe, the body
is #aid to be in a ftate of dire&, and in th#former, of indirect
debilify. The® are fuppofed its tnorbid @ates. It is evident
-howewer, that there is a flate of body different from either of thefe,
and different alfo from the healthy flate. W!pn ftimuli are too
much abftraéted, debility is fuppofed immediately to enfue ; but
debility is not the immediate confequence of too.great an .ap-
plication of Rimuli ; the immediate confequence of this is in-
creafed excitemegt.” P AR O
“The body;in a ftate of increafed éxcitement, I apprehend to:
be the ftate which Dr. Wilfon alludes to, as being different
from a ftate of debility, whether diretly or indireély induced,
and different alfo from ethe healthy flate. But is not increafed
-excitement, where fthenic diathefis always prevails, a ftate of
predifpofition to difeafe ? If the gxcitement, and confequently
‘the “diathefis continue to be increafed, a difeafe of the {thenic
 clafs in one form or another will inevitably fupervene ; but if
_ diminifhed before the arrival of difeafe, a regurn of health may "
* be the confequence. = o : -
%

OF- DIRECT AND INDIRECT DEBILITY. -

Page 477—Dr. WiLson afks, ¢ Are not the fuppofed ftates
of dire& and indire&t debility oppofite conditions of body ? Can
we fuppofe them to produce precifely the fame train of {ymp-
toms ? Yet Dr. Brown is conftantly forced into this incon-=
fitency.” 4 o ey >

I do not think that there exifts any inconfiftency in this in-
ftance. Direct and indirect debility feem toune to be 2 con-

-« dition of body nearly one and the fame, although a condition
2 effected by oppofite means.  Fox, as health, predifpofition, and
. general difeafe, is the fame &ondition of body, different only with
~ refpect to the exciten¥ent {0'is direct and indirect debility the
me ftate or condition,«different only with refpect to the exci-

‘ "tgb?ity 3 which in the former fpecies is too-much accumulated,

. and in the latter too much exhaufted. ; B 7 st

_ Dr. Brow o found from obfervation, that debility of
the fyftem :

» effected by oppofite means, judged it pfoper
i and to employ the terms Direcs and I-di-
s e g H : P re&

“to make a/di
‘NUMBER '
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red, to give an idea of the manner in which debility had been

induced in each particular cafe; that when the difeafes, of which

* it is the parent, became an obje& of our attention, the medical
pra&ice might be conducted dhn philofophical principles. But,

. 1t does nowoccur to me that Dr. BRowN ever intended to con-
vey the idea, that dire&t and indire¢t debility are oppofite con--
ditions of the body, otherwife than with refpeito the exgitabi-
lity st . i, Aatai —

.%Sut were we to admit, that which I am not inclined to ad-
mit, that dire& andindiret debility are oppofite conditions®qf
body, from a knowlélge of the equivocal nature of {ymptoms$
furprize would not be excited, if we fthould obferve fome of the
fymptoms to be the fame in each of the conditions ; for many of
“the fymptoms of difeafe might be enumerated which occur
equally in the fthenic and afthenic claffes, as, delirium, pain,
cough, thirft, &c. -

Dr. WiLson has noticed what he conceives to. be another
inconfiftency in the Bruponian do&rine, with rcl’peés},]to debi-
lity 5 this is, the fuppofition that both {pecies of de ility may
exift in the fame body at the fame time.

There is no difficulty in conceiving, that to a degree of exift-
ing debility diretly induced, an additional degree may be fuper-
added indire&ly, and vice verfz. :

- A perfon in whom the fthenic is prevalent, after an excefs in
wine, experiences fometimes on the following day, fymptoms:
of debility, as, a pain in the head, naufea, &c. It may be that
he is his’own phyfician on the occafioi., and the means which
he employs to remove thefe fymptoms, induce an additional
degree of debility, eflentially the fame as that which had been
previoufly induced by the abufe of certain, diffufible ftimuli
for it is a very common occurrence, that perfons fo indifpofed
prefcribe for themfelves emetics, cathartics, bleeding, and wa-
ter-gruel. By an error of this fort, a debility, which would
have been only temporary, but for the application of directl
debilitating powers, is often fucceeded by a ferious m.dxl{
pofition. ' =

I think that T have feen two inftances, where the parties,
who* were both men of ftrong. conftitutions, began to flimulate
in excefs yery early in life, afd cogtinued in the practice for
feveral years with impunity, with the exception of experiencing
now and then fome complaints from exceflive excitement, but
which were cafily removed. At length, however, debility was
very apparently induced ;. they were {till very ftrong men when'
compared with others, but inferior in vigour to what they them=

. felves had been for feveral yearsbefore. =~ = St

:The already exifting debility was at this time daily increafed

; 7 . o it Yig's:
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by the, abftgadtion of neceffary ftimuli, which in a very few
months indyged fuch a degree of*debility as conftitutes death.
If, when the fyftem is in a ftate of debility indire¢tly induced,
and in which*the excitability is more or lefs exhaufted, the fum
of ftimyli, whic®, by a continuance of applicatign, induced, firft,
“exceflive excitement, and ultimately, the pgrmanent debility,
‘produces now a lefs degree of excitement than formerly, what
fost of excitemgnt will 2 confiderable redu®tion from this fum
produce? ° .
We may infer, and obfervation fanétions the inference, that
in a very fhort time no excitement will aréfe, and death will
take place, not from any thing pofitive, nor from the complete
exhauftion of excitability, and often not threugh the interven-
_tion of any particular difeafe, but from the permanent fufpenfion
of excitement, in€onfequence of a2 negation of the powers which
_fupport life. =+ . : P Y
If it fhould be required, what is the ftate of the excitability
when one fpecies of debility is fuperadded to the other which
is -already eftablifhed,—#Dr. BRowN having afferted, that in
one fpecies the excitability is too much accumulated, and in the
other too much exhaufted,—I would anfwer, that the-excitabi-
lity is not otherwife permanently affe&ted, than by receivingan
“addition to the morbid ftate of it, whether of accumulation or

“of exhauftion. .
: .ol J. PRANKS.
Smith Street, Weftminfler. s b _

On the ;Aﬁf/foﬂ of Gold Water in Fever, by Mr. Mar+
) ~ TINEAU, Surgeon, of Norwick.

10 the Editors of the Medical and Plyfical Fourngl.

G}:NTLEMFJ‘&I, : . e
~ISHOULD be extrétnely happy if I could draw attention to
‘the pralice of the affisfion of cold water in the cure of fevers,
~which has been {o ftrongly recommended in a work of great me~
_rit, by D ie; of Liverpool ;, but which has not, fo far as
i can learn, be owed in this part of the kingdem. i
~ That ablution with cold water in fever fhould not have been’
__more employed, is ptrhaps owing to the innovation 4t appears
- to make in the common mode of treatment; and that practi-
tioners fhould remnain fearful of cold in fevers, may arife in part
: ] : Hz 2 from.
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= from the relief obtained from fweating, produced often by the
oppofite application of heat, forgetting that perfpiration itfelf is
the coolipg procefs which nature fets up for carrymg off pretes-
natural heat. ' 5 g
- In external inflammation, furgeons have got been timid in
the application bf cold, and experience there has confirened the
propriety of fubduing inflammation, by taking off heat by cold
applications. Th analogy between external and internal dif-
eafes, attended with preternatural increafe of h- at, ris great, and
‘might lead to many pathological conclufions ; but at prefent I

- fhall content myfelf with giving a cafe or two, in which the
Affufion of Cold Water in Typhus was attended with manifeft
.advantage. . >

In November 1798, a young man, a farmer, about twenty
years old, living four miles from Norwich, came to me, com-

_ plaining of great laffitude, head-ach, lofs of‘appetitg, and cof-
tivenefs ; he had a quick, tremulous pulfe; great’dejection was
marked in his countenance, and, in fhort, every appearance of
Typhus. This was on a Thurfday, agd he had been complain-
ing from the preceding Saturday. He was much fatigued with:
his ride, and it was with difficulty he returned home. T or-
dered him an emetic to be taken that evening, and a gentle dofe.
of opening medicine for the following ‘morning. heard no

' more of him until the Saturday, when-I was requefted to go

_oyer to kim. 1 found him at {ix that evening with every fymp=
tom growing worfe, and his debility much increafed. I pre~
fcribed a drachm of bark, to be given every two hours, and an
opiate at bed time. : ' :

Sunday evening his pulle was 110, his tongue clear, {kin hot,
and dry, his weaknefs greater.  He had taken the bark very re-
gularly, which I defired might becontinued, as well as his opiate
at bed time. - - v

~ Monday, at, fix in the evening, pulfe as yefterday, heat

' pungent, head-ach with wandering, but not abfolutely delirious,
his ftrength lefs. The bark had purged him, notwithftanding
laudanum had been given twice, befide the night draught. =

In this ftate, with the bark purging; and the difeafe making
an alarming progrefs, 1 determined although I was unable to
ineafure his heat, and too far from*hons: to wait for a thermo- -
meter, to make trial of the Affufion of Cold Water. * My pa-
tient was taken out of bed, and while he was fupported, {fand=
ing naked in a tub, I poured the largeft hand bafon of pum
water all over him. The fhock was confiderable to bim, an
the father and mother, who were prefent, th eV
fhsuld be the death of their fon. | He was “wipet

nediately: returned to bed-—his pulfe then bea

B e
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was cool, and faid he had not felt himfelf {o comfortable, and
particularly. in his head, for many days. Mouch pleafed with
, this effelly but uncertain whether it would laft, I went down
flairs, and waited an hour; on my return to hitn, his pulfe
had ot quickened, nor had the heat returned. I left orders
to repeat the &ld water, if he became hot during the night, but
there was no occafion for it; he flept well, and had 2 gentle
perfpiration ; and although I daily intendgd repeating the affu-
.ﬁom.had, thg heat returned, I @cver found it neceflary. His
® fymptoms feemed-at once arrefted, but Continued in a flight de-
gree until the 14th day, when his appetite and natural fleep re-
- turned, and he foon after recovered his ftrefgth and health.
I fhould mention, that from'the evening in which the affufion
was ufed, I only ordered two or three fmdller dofes of bark in
a day, conjoined with a few drops of laudanum to check the
purging, and %4 drops: at night, until the 14th day, when ail
medicine Was laid afide. The bark, in fuch 2 fmall quantity,
* can {carcely be fuppofed to have contributed to the recovery of
this patient; and I will add, thatin the largeft quantity, I ne--
ver faw it of fervic® either in ftopping of Typhus, or mo=
‘derating the fymptoms, unlefs given in'the firt two or three
_days, when I know it will oftenput a ftop to the difcafe ; but it
.-muft be given with the fame afliduity as is required to check
_ the return of a true intermittent. It is.the time of givin,
as well as quantity of bark, which muft render it fuccefsful in
Typhus. - : L ' i ; -
}br. Currie in his admirable work mentions, that he finds the
' greateft benefit from.affufion, when ufed in the firft days of .
fever; and this' I believe, for the very reafon which makes the
bark, and fome other remedies, chiefly ufeful in the commence- .
ment, viz. that if the difeafe has had time to obtain its true
charader; or, in the language of Dr. Darwin, ¢ the morbid
¢ febrile catenation is ftrongly foraved,” it will go on -its own
. duration, in fpite of our efforts to (top its natural termination.
In my patient, however, the affufion’ was not tried till ‘the
_ ninth day, ftill the fudden impreflion made by it was fo power-
| ful as to produce fuch a mitigation. of every fymptom as to
- leave no farther apprehenfion for his fafety, alth®ugh no po-
fitive crifis came on defore the fourteenth’ day, when the appe-
« tite and‘flecp marked the conclufion.” !
* = In January, 7799, the Lincolnthire militia were quartered
in this city ; their barracks were terribly crowded, ill ventilated,
. below the furface of the ground; and damp; the weather was
I+ extremely - d the men, afier parade, frequently com- .
" plained of | caught cold.. After a fhort time the difeafey
put-on a mixed charaler of Typhus and Peripncumonia, the
P SR P FOLREIN & SRR e Perip-
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Peripnenmonia putrida of Sauvages, and many digd. I was-
requefted at this time by the Cblonel, Lord Buckigghamthire,,
and Mr. Ceoper, the furgeon of the regiment, who had been in-
defatigable in his attention to the men, to vifit the hofpital,
which was a fmall houfe, in which were thirty, ifi all the fages,
from an alarming commencement to a fatal conclufion: ’Ig;so
‘were brought in the evening, while I was there, who had been
ill a few days only; 4nd as there was confiderablg hgat op the
fkin, I recommended fhe affufion, which was immediately com=
plied with. The pulmonic fymptoms might have been confi-
dered an objection #o the trial, but the fatality of the difeafe Ted
me to adopt a practice, which at firft I thould not have had
courage to have émloyed. ' In thefe cafes no very immediate
relief was given, hut both the men recovered with lefs fevere
fymptoms than moft of their comrades ; blifters} however, were
applied to them, and had not been ufed in the other cafes. I
have mentioned thefe two cales, to fhew that even with pneu-
monic affeGtion there arofe no inconvenience from the appli-
cation ‘of cold water. An immediaté ftop was jput to the
contagion by the mer being, the day after my vilfit, fent out of
‘the barrack to feparate houfes.

In March laft, Mr. Reeve, a pupil of mine, and whofe. at-
tention and accuracy may be depended on, vifited a poor boy,
ten years old, who ‘was in the fifth day of a Tiyphus, four of
which he had been confined to his bed. He at firft gave him |
an emetic, and fome bark ; but not finding him better the fol-
lowing evening, he applied the affufion of cold water, during

* ‘the hot ftage of the evening exacerbation. The pulfe imme-
diately fell from 120 to 98, the hedd-ach and heat were greatly
* diminithed, and fome ‘fleep and a gentle perfpiration followed.
. The affufion was ufed the next day at noon, and again at night,
‘with the fame advantage, and once more the following even=
ing. On the gtif-day, the fever terminated, and the boy ra-
pidly recovered, having taken no ‘medicine after the applica- |
tion of the water. ke R
A fortnight afterwards, a brgther of ‘the above, -aged eight
* years, wis keized with the fame fevers ‘the affufion was applied
on the ficond day with the greateft adyantage, as he had no re-
turn of fever for four days, when fomg cold winds blowing
wpon him - in bed, produced a relapfe ; the fymptoms were more |
violent, and delirium and coma were added. On the evening
“of the fecond-day; of the {econid attack, when the heat was very |
- confiderable, cold water was thrown all over him, and with'an
+ 2ftonifhing good effe&k, for he had no returg from that time,
and oon redovered, without having taken any medicine during
.- the Zﬂhole period of the difeafe. : .
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On the 8th of May, the fifter of the two boys, a girl of fix
ears, was attacked with Typhus, but with fymptoms lefs vio-
ent: ‘The affufion was applied twice at the commencement of

the fever, ai

d the foon recoverell without any medicine. ,
® The above cafes may, I hope, be an additional imducemerit
" to the praétiee they are intended to eftablith; many circum-
ftances ought te be taken into confideration Qefore its general
application; ‘and I cannot do better than gefer fuch of your
- readers who have not already perufed Dr. Currie’s work; to the
book itfelf, and conclude in”his ,words—®¢ Affufion may be
« fafdly uféd 2 any time of the day, ‘whe® there is no fenfe of
< chilline[s prefenty when the heat of the furface is fleadily above
S« what is natyral, and when there is no germral or profufe per-
« fpiration”’ - : ¥ ‘ Yy
I am, GENTLEMEN,
: Y our obedient.humble fervant,
Norwichy Dec. 35 1790: P. M. MARTINEAU.

!
]

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Fournal. .
A 'GENTLEMEN,' ' v

IF you_think the two’(,fo]lowir_)g cafes, obje:&s womhy notice,
‘1 fhall be gratified in {ecing them placed in your very inftruc=
ve Medical and Phyfical Journal. :
A G 1 am, GENTLEMEN, :
&5 Your much obliged humble fervant,
Princes Street, Hanvver Square, " WILLIAM FOWLER.
O/ffober 125 1799. g .
~ e —

~ by the left canine tooth projeting acrofs the front of the-pa-
late, occupying the place of thofe deftroyed ; and which long
continued the undifcoyered caufe of their defiruion. 295
. Case 2.—A gentleman gwhom 1 attended, was afi&ed with

“ the tooth:ach in the fiyit dens molaris. = Being much alarmed

_ at the idea of extraction, he applied unknown to me) to a Mrs.'
~———, who at that time was efteemed famous for the cure
f the tooth-ach without drawing. She had applied her nof-

“trum to the tooth, twice within the fpace of three days; and

~on the fourth he came to me, complaining of a fore mouth,

THE firft of thefe cafes is an inftance of i teeth deftroyed

7
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telling me, where he had been to get relief; and that the liquid
which bad been ufed was very cauftic. = From 'the appeararice
+ of the violent inflammation, which had taken placg from the.
difeafed toath to the epiglottis, I advifed him to confult fome
medical gentleman of eminence immediately; with which ad=
vice, I am forry to fay, he did not comply, ~ Net hearin from
him on the third dgy, I called (en paflant), but he was too ill
to be feen; a derangement of intelle@s had taken place. I
called again four days afterwards, and was informeg, that hg
had died raving on tl.z preceding day. I had every reafon tor
believe, that the fluid which had been inferted into the tooth,

with a view of deftroying the nerve, had produced this tragi~
cal end.

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Fournal..

. GENTLEMEN, " s Plymouth, 21/f Oftober,
I Refume the fubje& of my former letter, with a few remarks -
upon Mr. FiELP’s method of curing croup, as far as that is
connefted with it.€ e
~_ Of thig difeafe,  there certainly are, as that genfleman juftly ”
obferves, two diftinét fpecies; but that the nice difcrimination
of them, with a view to their treatment, is abfolutely neceflary,
1s a circumftance to which I cannot fo readily agree, as both
feem to have a proximate caufe, different only as to ‘the part
which it affects. The fpafinodic croup is occafioned by a fpafm-
of the mufcles of.the glottis; the inflammatory kind confifts in
a fpafm of the extreme arteries of the mucous mémbrane of the
larynx and trachea.t " : »

Mr. Frerp,”like moft other writers on. this difeafe, in his
Plan of Cure, places his chief dependence upon venzfetion.
I need not fay, that I do not think this a very eligible pra&ice,
for’l have my doubts whether it be fafe; even children do not
- bear. the dofs of blood with impunity: indeed, it is to be feared,

that to this very circumftance may be @wing, in a ‘great mea-
fure; the frequent recurrence of ‘the ,ccomplaint, in thofe who
have once been afilicted with it. * I cannot help fufpecting fa%

o* Medﬁal and Phyfical Journal, Vol.II. page®46s . ¢
1 Cullen’s Fir&,Lines,v &e, CCXL. CEEXVilL; ; :
L
-« . :
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' ther, that, %y too copious a venzfeion in children, we may
“be in danger of haftening what® we are anxious to preveni—a
fatal termindtion of the difeafe. ; o Y

- In-a manulcript copy of the late Dr. Gregory’s Leétures,
1 found a cautien refpecting bleeding in children, even with
‘Jeeches, as apt to bring on fits. Now, if the learned profeffor’s
‘admonition was the refult of experience, and a cafe which:I

* mydelf once faw. leaves me little goom to QYoubt it, what have
we not to &l from taking away blood ift a large ftream from
infants ? e :

The {ymptoms of croup being fo very alarming, ofien
threatening immediate death, demand the moft fpeedy as well
as judicious exertions of the phyfician to com®at them.

ormer experience having taught him, that blood-letting has,
in moft inftancessalleviated all the violent fymptoms of the dif-
eafe ; and thinking it unfafe to truft to any other remedy, how-
ever equally efficacious that may be, in producing the fame
good effe&, from the fear of its not being as quick in its ope«
ration, his own profeflienal chara@er, perhaps, being at ftake,
in cafe of failure, from trying a mode oppofite to that which
has received the fanétion of the greateft names in the profeflion,
he is therefore compelled by a fort of neceffity, to have recourfe
¢o bleeding, as the {peedieft means of averting the prefent dan-
. ‘ger, regardlefs of any future bad confequences that may follow
this meafure. Experiesee authorifes me to fay, that opium in
“the form of tin&ure, will, if in a dofe proportionate to the wio~
~lence of the difeafe, give relief as fpeedily as ven=zfeétion or any
other remedy. ; : : S

It canriot be fufficiently regretted, that the attention of phyfi-
ciabs bas fo feldom been direGed to the effe@s of venzfection
beyond the prefent moment. It furely is nof enough, that we
can with certainty prognofticate the ultimate event of a difeafe
to be favourable; ir is undoubtedly as much out duty, in the

" choice of our meafures for that purpofe, to weigh well not only
their immediate, but all poffible remote confequences which may
. follow the ufe of them, as the future health or comfort of our
“patients, that neither may be endangered. R
- From the little that hz.stfaﬂﬂcn within my own obfervation, I
cannot too, forcibly deprecate the ufe of the lancet in croup. If
we could always trace the” hiftory of fuch as have, in infancy,
‘been aflliGted much with this complaint, from that period beyond
which we are told that there are no inftances of children being
affeSted with it3”” I fear that about this time, it will have been
too often found, 'ishe%'_began to be lefs a&tive than boys ufually
, areat that age; that they feemed to have acquired a}:equlia.l?
~ fufcepribility of prevailing difgafes, whetherlocal or epidemic 3
- Nymzer XI. Sty , e ahd
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and not unfrequently ‘that the early ftages of manho®@! were em.
bittered by repeated attacks of ‘Afthma. . ° e

I do n@ mean to contend that fuch a train of evlls is the une
avoidable confequence of croup in infancy, or of the methcd
of curing it; I barely hint my fufpicions of this being too often
the cafe, from knewing fuch to have been the fate of ind#iduals
. of my own acquaingance,- none of whom are yet beyond their
thirtieth year ;-and may, peghaps, juftify the caution which,we
have ventured to giv®; as to the ufe of venzefe&¥on In creup, {n
which difeafe my pra&ice, however, has been but fmall.

With regard t& blood-letting in general, as a means of cure
in inflammation, fynocha, &ec. let me afk, whence the necefiity
of diminifhing tke quantity of blood in fuch difeafes ? or what
proof have we, that the quantity of blood being increafed, al-
lowing; however, that it a&ually is fo, is shis increafe of it
the caufe of the evil? By taking blood away we undoubtedly
leflen the quantity of it, but do we really diminifh the bulk of
the circulating fluids, and contract the fize of the blood-veffels ?
“This is but doubtful, for it is more than probable, that from
the lofs of blood the fecretions are diminithed, and abforption of
moifture* from the atmofphere increafed.” From the way in
which authors fo repeatedly inculcate the emptying of the blood
veflels as a neceflary meafure -in the cure.of difeafes, one would
imagine, they were fpeaking of them as mere elaftic tubes that
dilate or contra& in proportion to the quantity of fluid im-
‘pelled into them, as if they were ftimulated inte aétion folely
from the quantity of fluid which they contain, independent of |
the peculiar principle which the blood is known to poflefs, or
their pwn irritability. 'Thé effelts which we fee blood-letting
fo inftantaneoufly produce, cannot be explained from the quan-
‘tity, but the manner in which it is taken away. It may admit
of a doubt whether in fynocha, the contraélile power of an
artery, in propelling the blood, is greater than in health: What
are our proofs of its being fo?

The acutenefs of the pains in phlegmafiz, feem ' to" arife
xathe:.' from the fpafm on the extremities of the arterjes,. than

. e - from

.;.

__* The exeeflive fweatings that often attedd ineipient recovery from fever,
efpecially if the patient has been much exhaufted by if; as they do not feem to
have a debilitating effect, are probably owing to increafed cuticular abforp-
_tion and a retrograde motion of the abforbents.” Ty
~_That.the drarrheea, which alfo often accompanies great debility, is oc-
gafioned by cuticular abforption, and a retrograde mwzion of the inteftinal
“abforbents, we judge from tois,-that weshave generally been abletoeheck _
it, even wWhen exceflive, by anointing the whole body. at bed -time. with
Snution fuet, or hog’s lard, which, when omitted . before the patient had

- acquired a fufficient degreeof ftrengtb, the diarrhoea_often returned.

woric i L ¢ A L3
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from the dilation of them, or an’ increafed quantity of blood.
Exclufively of this, viz. the fpafm of the extreme arteries, ¢ as
o fupportingean increafed aétion of the heart and arteries,” .the
blood itfelf feems'to have acquired a new, or a higher degree
of its fimulent quality, (perhaps hyperoxygenation) whence
the increafed Prritability, and heat of the” whole body:i~All"
which, from the knewn fedative* powers qf opium;' naturally-
. point it out as a_remedy adapted to the nature of fuch difeafes
as age acaompanied with fynocha, &c. I1f%¢ is hurtful, how are
®its ill effeéts to be explained ? L 7t
T am well aware with what caution, notwithftanding every
fa& that can be inftanced, to prove the bemeficial employment:
of opium in phlegmafiz, it will be admitted as a fafe practice.
If, however, upon a'full and candid trial ef its ufe, as recom-
mended, and which can be made,. and its degree of credit fairly’
afcertained in hofpitals, this' method of curing inflammatory
fevers fhall receive the/fanétion of men juftly refpected for their
great profeffional talents ; .this will have more influence in de=
termining the public opinion in its favour, and of courfe bring-
ing it into repute, th®n either its own intrinfic value, or all the
arguments and falls that can be adduced in its favour by an ob=
- fcure individual+t. 4 i3 :
' The evils which we have already. alleged to arife from the
~injudicious, or too free ufe of the lancer, though of fufficient
- _importance to merit an inquiry how they, may be prevented,
are, however, lefs feflous than thofe which we fhwil next no-
tice. - -
From the prevalence of bleeding in inflammatory difeafes,
fome have, either from prejudice in its favour, or from a want.
of proper difcrimination, ufed it copioufly in genuine Typhus,
accompanied (as it fometimes is) with thoracic pains; &c.” The |
refult of fuch pra&ice will be obvious. Of this, I faw a mourn-
ful inftance, not many months ago ; and I have heard of other ’
well attefted cafes of the fame kind, all of whech proved equally
- fatal, - = : - Bt

— e > T i =

# That I may not afford t¢ the Brunonians an opportungy of cavilling
with me about the word fedatige, asapplied to opium, as this-nfed formerly
10 bea favourite topic of controver(y among them. I {hall obferve, that'Dra
Tiotter’s explanation of iss qualities is, in my opinion, fully fatisfactory—

/¢ We no longer contend for a fedative power in this medicine (opium) than
as a flimulant exhaufting the:fenforial power,”—Medicina Nautica, vol. i
. + Itisdoubtful, if the cow-pox would have beén fo favourably.reccived
by the public, or its progrefs have been (o rapid, if the fubjeét had-not been
fo induftrioufly inveftigated, and its advantages pointed out by Drs. Jenner,
Pearfon, Woodville®&c. or fome others of equal refpectability, - ra
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-Befides the cafe of fatal blood-letting, inflanced by Dr.
Vaughan, in which the death of the patient is fo fasisfa Gorily
accounted for by Mr. Pulley, Dr. Monro, if I recolle® rightly, ,
annually fhews to his pupils the arms of three or four patients
who loft their lives in a fimiliar manner.* ; N
ASs venefeltion has, till lately, been a very fithionable re-
medy in injuries dane to the head, of every kind, I do ftrong~ -
ly fufpe&, that by the indifcriminate ufe of this evacuation
in fuch cafes of violeflce, in that {pecies of injury particularly.
<alled concuffion, manylives have been loft.  Of this, it is fatis= ®

_Ta&ory to learn, that furgeons feem at length to be convinced,

and have now adopted in fuch cafes, a very oppofite method of
cureindeed, and with manifeft advantage.+ :

Now, if venzfe@®ion was in like manner to be difcouraged
in other kinds of difeafe, in which it has been found that the
ufe ‘of it may with advantage be fuperfeded, a1l that done by
authority fufficiently refpefiable to influence the public mind,.

-might we not expect that equal advantages would accrue from

the change ? , ; g1 o
Upon the whole, I think that I am *fufficiently warranted
from’ experience, to draw the following conclufions refpe&ing
the ufe.of venzfeGion in the pra&ice of medicine, viz. That
it is never neceffary, feldom fafe, often hurtful, and fometimes
fatal. : ¥
The blood has juftly been ftyled the pabulum vitz ; and fo
abfolutely nkceffary is it for the prefervation of a due degree of

: : health

* Itisnot alittle furprifing how often we hear opinions and difcoveries
afcribed, exclufively, to the genius and induftry of Mr. John Hunter. I
allude to Mr. Pulley’s affertion, that the difeafe of which Dr. Vaughan’s
patient died, was unknown, till Mr. Hunter taught us the nature of it: I
have alfo to notice, au expreffion of Dr.. Drake’s, ¢¢ It has lately been main~
tained, by the moft celebrated Phyfiologifts, among whom, M. Hunter
Slands foremoft, that pus is a fecreted fluid ; as if Mr, Hunter was the Airft
who propofed this theory of the formation of pus ; or, that his authority
was of f{ufficient importance to fix thg public opinion. If thefe gentlemen
have received eny part of their education at Edinburgh, they muft recollett
to have heard Dr. Monro defcribe the difeafea@bovementioned with an accu -
racy that befpoke his thorough knowledge of its nature ; as alfo the morbid
appearances on the arms of ths'unr’oxtante\patie'nts fhown to his pupils.

With regard to pus, Dr. Monro’s words, are ¢ When an abfcefs is form-
ing, you may fuppofe another gland added to the body.>> We further learn
from the late Dyl _Gregory’s text-book, that he ceniidered pus to be a e~
ereted fluid.  Befides, in one of the volumes of the Medical Commentaries,
(that, 1 believe, for 1788 or 8¢,) there'is 2 quotation from a book pub=-

lithed fifty years ago by Dr. Simpfon, of St. Andrew’s, expreflive of afis
milar opinion as to the nature of pus. ; ¥ Sl
% lt)jfconrfes on the Nature and Cure of Wounds, by J. Bell, page 139.

/ < =
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health and vigour, both of mind and body, that, as every cir-
cumftance of *blood-letting evidently fhews, by taking from the
bady this important fluid, either copiouﬂly or fuddeniy, we de~
. prive it of a * fomewhat” that, probably, is never fenewed,
Or there is fome {udden derangement of the minute organizae
tion of the.body, that time cannot, or but imperfeily, repair,
Though the conftitution may from circumftances, fuch as lofing
* its blood in a flow andgradual manner," orefrom lofing it in
fmall quantities,@nd at fhort intervas, be aple to conform itfelf
to’this reduced quantity with a tolerable fhare of health, yet
that degree of vigour, which required the full guantity of blood
? for its fupport, is for ever gone. :

Laftly; as all the phenomena of inflammatory fevers evidently
point out their feat to be in the fentient fyftem, and which ope-
rating as the caufe of the irregularity of the fanguiferous, would
not our prattice be more rational, if it confifted in the ule of
fuch means, as from their known powers will moft effectually,
as well as {peedily exhauft the fenforial power, “which had been
accumulated during the cold ftage, previous to the acceffion of
the pulfe, increafed heat, local pains, &c. inftead of then fud-
denly diminifhing, by a large evacuation of blood, the adtivity
of the whole body; on the entire degree of which neceflarily
depends the fecretion or prodaction of this fenforial power in
fufficient quantity for the purpoles of life?  But it may juftly
be apprehended, that the, due production of fehforial gower in
quantity proportioned to the neceffary expenditure thereof by

¢ the ufual fimuli, thus fuddenly interrupted, may never again
be acquired, I am, GENTLEMEN, :
e i - Your humble fervant,

A. HUGGAN.

Mr. Reeve, ona fuccefiful Cafe of Eydrocephalus.

To the Editors of the Medical and Phyfical Fowgnal.

. GenTLEMEN, . * : ,

IF the following cafe of Hydrocephalus Internus, which oc-

curred in my own child thould be deemed of fufficient import«

ance to deferve a place in your very valuable Journal, the in-

fertion of it in your earliet Number, will much oblige,

Weft Suffolk Regiment,~  Your moft obedient Servast . >
Chelmsford, OF. 26, . _R.REEVE, Surg%sg.‘
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The fubject of this-hiftory, at the age of eight months, in
the begzinning of December; 1798, could ftand-flone, and had |
every appearance of a healthy, forward child. His temper was
unufually placid, and his {pirits invariably good. Towards the
end of the month he became extremely coftivg, and though me-
dicine for a time relieved him, he was frequently and violently
feized with pain’in the abdomen, which was generally mitigated
by a clyfter. = Heehad at times a great heat, and apparent, un-
-eafinefs in the poftgrior part of his head, and {.emtd unmblesto
fupport it ; was extremely reftlefs at night, and watchful to an
extraordinary degree, all which were fuppofed to arife principally’
from teeth. From this time he ceafed to grow, except the '
head, which, togvards the end of January, 1799, was percep-
tibly increafed in fize, and his coftivenefs was become fo obfti-
nate as fcarcely to yield to the moft a&ive pyrgatives. It was
this fingular ftate of the alimentary canal, which had exifted
upwards of fix weeks, that firft led me to fufpect fome material
derangement in the ftate of the brain. On the 12th of Fe-
bruary, he. was convulfed in the night, and there was fuch an

" acceffion of fever that it was thought advifeable to give fmall
“dofes of antim. Tartaris. till it fhould have fufficiently cleanfed
the prima vie; but it produced little or no effe@. The fol-
- lowing day he took caftor oil, which was repeated a fecond time
- before any motion was procured ; the abdoméf‘was very hard,
and of tn-extraordinary fize; his ftonls were of a clay colour,
and of fuch an adhefive nature that they could not eafily be fe-
parated-from his napkins; his urine was frequently high co-
loured, fecreted in large quantities, and gave a yellow tinge to
his linen. On the 16th, he was put in a warm bath, after-
» wards wrapped in flannel, and putto bed; a dofe of James’s
. Powder was given him, which occafioned feveral motions of
the above defeription. He eried inceflantly towards evening,
thrieked in the moft diftrefling manner, and appeared delirious.
His fever now ran very high, pulfe frequent, 130 to 140 in a
minute;; inceflant thirft ; and he had fuch a voracious appetite
that he would take with indifference either medicine or food.
The next day the warm bath® was repeated, and fome neutral
falts and abforbent medicines wer® given, but apparenty with
no advantage, the fever ftill cofitining with unabated fury
* till the 1gth, when a mitigation of his fufferings took place; -
and for a few hours he appeared perfeély eafy; but at four
o’clock the following morning the fever returned, pulfe 130, in’
which ftate he continued for feveral days, and during that time
never clofed his e{es. In the evening of the 21t he was evi-
edently delirious, 'his eyes had a moft damzling brightnefs, and -
were contitually rolling ; his checks redder than fcarlet.  On
Lo : S e thell
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.the 22d the fever abated a little, butno fleep. . On the 23d a
-drowfinefs came on, which continued uninterruptedly till the
..@8th ; he nwaned incefiantly,- tofled his head from fide to fide
-frequently, put his hand’ up to it, ate voracioufly, but took no
‘notice of any thing. . The nature of the complaint ‘was now
decided ; the inreafed fize of the head was very apparent, and
the veins running up the left parietal bone extremely varicofe.
On the 29th his drowfinefs abated, and he appeared lefs op-
¢flad. Margh the 2d, a blifterewas ap Eed to the anterior
ontanelle, and it was determined to' giv@ a grain of talomel
twice or three times a day, as the ftomach and bowels were
found to bear it; but it was foon obferved t#®occafion too much
pain and irritation to be continued ; it was therefore given up
for the Ungt,. Hydrarg. fort. of which half ® drachm was rub-
bed in every night. During this time, till the 16th, no material
change took plade; but his oppreflion-was now increafed, and
.-the fever greatly aggravated ; he looked death-like pale, moaned
.much, toffed his head inceflantly from fide to fide, put up his
hands to it, coughed violently, vomited a little, and had flight
conyvulfions in the eyelfs and mufcles of the mouth. - All hope
.at this time of his recovery was loft ; be cried 2 great deal, had
~much pain in his bowels, which were diftended by flatus to an
% alarming degree, and the only relief that could be obtained
" was by clyfters. He continued in this deplorable ftate till the
§.26th, with fo little variation that it wouldebe tedious to give
~the occyrrences of ea®h day. The mercurial friSfon during
.this period was omitted for a few . nights, owing to the excef-
five irritation he was in, and neutral falts, carminative and ab-
forbent medicines were given, in order to palliate the moft dif-
_trefling and prevalent fymptoms. ‘The blifter was ftill kept
open, which difcharged .copioufly at the fontanelle. On the
26th he began to revive again, and to appear eafy and take
“notice. . At this time a profuie perfpiration came on, parti-
cularly about the head, which was encouraged by envelop-
ing it in warm flannel. The mercurial fri¢tions” were again
had recourfe to, and the quantity increafed to two fcruples
-every night, for the admiffion. of which' info the {yftems the
moft fcrupulous exa&@nefs and. attention was obfervegl ;- for fe-
-veral days he continugd nearly in the fame ftate. On the 2d of
. April, his bowels were in excruciating pain, and much dif-
.tended with flatulency, though every thing that could be fug-
gelted, had been done to counteraét that tendency. His- diet
confifted of the moft nutritious broths, with little or no fari-
paceous matter ; his firength was fupported (when a ceffation
- of feverifh fymptogns juftified the ‘exhibition) by a cold infufion
of bark”and Madeira:. he {creamed four hours inceffantly, ®nd .
; very
°
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veryfrequently alarmed thofe around him, who expeSted death
every hour as a welcome vifitor; but on the 3d,*the alarming
fymptoms were confiderably abated, and he went on from thss
time gettang progreflively better, till the 1t of May. Great
hopes began now to be entertained of his recogery ; but on that
day he fhewed great uncafinefs—the fever returned—his n';gnté
were reftlefs, and though opiates were given, litde or no fleep
could be procured., On the §th he was taken fick in_the
night, had violent pain in hie bowels, and was ~eryfeverith gl
day. On the 8th, he fever again abated, and he remained’
without any material change for many days. It was now
- judged advifable 8 difcontinue the mercury, which was accord-
1ngly done, and the blifter healed on the head, but a fmall one
was opened behirfl the ear. I cannot date the commencement
of his recovery, till the period of dentition, which took place'on
the 4th of June, when an incifor of the upper jaw made its
appearance. From this time to the 11¢h, he continued eafs
and cheerful ; but now his fever returned—he had reftlefs
nights—-cried faddenly and violently: thefe {fymptoms, however,
abated gradually, and on the 26th, he {%vas ‘taken into the air,
. enjoyed it much, and feemed to mend perceptibly. ' ‘Colliqua-
‘tive perfpirations continued for fome time, but at length gradu-
2lly abated, and he began bathing early in September. His.
head is reftored to its natural fize, and there is no veftige of
difeafe remaining in that part, except a fmall elaflic -projetion..
.3t the anterior fontanelle, which is more open than it ought
to be with a child 'at his age. I ought to have mentioned,
“that previous to his illnefs, a‘flight curvature of the fpine was
obferved, and has increafed confiderably with his weaknefs,
.and renders him at this time, unable to fit up; but as 1 con-
ceive this to be a confequence of an affe@ion of the brain, it
- will be entirely got the better of, as he acquires firength. The
lower ‘extremities were alfo much affefted.in this difeafe. He
ufually lies on his back upon the carpet, and is now able to
turn himfelf from fide to fide with great altivity, and is uni-
formly chearful and comfortable. His bowels are quite reftored,
and he had left off all’ medicipe. The mercurial friGtion was -
- continuede35 nights, during which time, two ounces, three
drachms, and one fcruple of the mercurial ointment were
rubbed in. It will fcarcely be crediteq, but I appeal for the
truth of the affertion to the teftimony of Mr. Siater, 2 fur-
geon of eminence at Margate ; a gentleman as much diftin-
guithed for ‘his humanity, asfor his abilities in his profeflion,
under whofe particular care this very fingular cafe occurred.
And here lot me pay ‘that - tribute of gratitude to which he is-
enktled, for his unremitting zeal and conftant attendance, for

L T upwards
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upwards ef fix months in the above very diftrefling difeale ; to
".whofe exertions, candor obliges me to acknowledge; I attribute
-entirely the happy refult of the cafe. The blifter was kept
open eleven evecks. I have not been particular in mentioning
the different medicines prefcribed for the various éymptoms
which occurred frgm the moment of his firft attack ; as I con-
‘ceive they had nd®t§ndency, till the mercurial plan was adopted,
o occafion re-abforption of the water in the head. His mouth
‘was never much affeéted by the mercury, though fometimes he
appfargd todavg a'difficulty in {wallowing. ®In this cafe, it was
rsgarkable, that not the fmalleft dilatation ®f the pupils of the
eyes was oblerved, through the whole progrefs of  the difeafe,
though he often betrayed much fenfibility a®d uneafinefs, on
being fuddenly expofed to the light.

General Remarks on Aliments froduced by.the dgﬁ?:rent
Claffes of the Animal Kingdom, and their Influence on
the Human Body. s By J..J. VIREY, of the Val de

v arace, '
2k );Read to the Medical Society of Paris, the 7th Meffidor, 6th Year.]

% Non aer, non pontus, non tellus, denique cunéta

Sufficiunt nofirze vix elementa gulae. .. X
Y \

THE nature of the aliment with which we are furnifhed by
every fpecies of animals, has not hitherto been inveftigated
with that attention which the importance of the fubject re~
quires ; either the pra&ical application of chemical knowledge
has been negletted, or the opinion of the-ancients,  that crude
refult of an obfcure and verbofe f{yftem .of phyfic, has been
confounded with falts. « :Supported by found experience, we
thall attempt to travel over this thorny path with rapidity.

" Sed quanto‘plu;a reftant, quanr'oque mirabiliora inventa! . Illa enim
‘-nia;iore parte cibi, aut odoris decorifve c mmendatis ad nunierofa experi-
menta duxit. 5 o :
2 3 5% ® AT - s
- It is erroneous tomaintain, that the nutritive quality is prin-
.cipally ‘in the gelatinous fubftance of animals, fince this
1s much lefs nourifhing than the albuminous fubftance. ' The
Jatter; when entirely animalifed, requires only a light exercife,
and a gieater degree of oxygenation, to be converted into
fibrous fubftance ; but the gelatinous matter, being analogous
“aNumMBER X ¥ e adt . K : o AR
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to the mucilagincus fubftance of vegetables, requires a greater
.effort of nature for aflimilation, and a more confiderable fepa-
ration of hydrogen and carbon. Befides, herbiyverous animals
cannot endure hunger for any confiderable length of time, while

the carnworous can fuftain it with lefs difficulty: for feveral
" days ; forinftance, dogs, the different fpecies of cats, birds of
preys and many of the farcophagous infeéts. ® S

“Though there are fome nations who fubfift entirely on wve-
getables, and man being naturally more granivorous than ear-
nivorous, as according to Rrouflonet, his tdeth have the *pro-
portion =20 : 12; it would neverthelefs be impofiible for hfm
to abandon his animal regimen in the northern climates of the
globe, without feducing himfelf almoft to-diflolution. It is
well know that animal food imparts much vigour to man, and
that the ichthyophiagous nations, fuch as the Chinefe, the Dutch,
and others, are very prolific. = ’

The animal fubltances which yield moft 8liment, appear:to
be thofe whigh in their ftruture approach nearelt to that of the
human form. The lefs perfect the animal is, the lefs it yields
nutrition to man. ‘This is manifefted by examining the feries
of thefe creatures, and comparing their. different fubftances.

. The albumeén abounds only in thofe animals which have red
~ blood, and particularly in thofe whofe blood is warm. 1n de-
fcending the fcale of animalifation, the albumen gradually dif~
appcars.  Atfirft, itis fucceeded by a ftrong jelly, which be-
comes more and more attenuated in other animals ; and that
which forms the whole-body of the zoophytes, may be faid to
be an infpiffated ferum. -

° The mammiferous animals, and birds with red and warm
‘blood, approach néareft to that of man, and have a confiderably -
largér quantity of albumen, a more fubftantial jelly, and their
mufcular fibres abound more with azote and carbon than any
‘of the other clafles.  The reafon of this is, that their blood is

‘of a more fibrous nature, and its proportionate mafs is ftronger.
Their fat contains more of the mild principle difcovered by
Seh:ele. But the mufcles of all carnivorous animals are too
hard, in confequence of their manner of living, and becaufe
théir humours are too much,inclined to putrefattion, to furnith
an agreauble and nourithing foode The fkins, inteftines, and
- eggs of birds, and aquatic mamueiferqus animals, have a fmell
like that of mire, and a difgufting putrefcency. -They have
much blood, and their fat is oily and abundant. The other
_ enimals of thefe two claffes, particularly the nibbling ‘anc

ruminating kinds, as well as the gallinaceous, and fparrc
~(birds which Linnaus eompares with the laft mentioned)
nifh the moft agreeable and palatable food  The yolk of the

; gl e €ggs
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cggs_ of aqua;i.cvbirds,\ is tprt‘)portionabljv lefs vjaluable' and deli-

-cate than that of other fowls. The milk of animals that chew

the cud, is the only kind from wkich good cheefe can be made.
It is probable that the digeftive organs’of this order, which

h,}give to their fa® the fcbaccous confiftence, likewife increafe

the cafeous and butyraceous matter in their milk. 1 have ob-
ferved that the milk of bitches was rather thick, and had the
difagreeablg tafte common to that of all carflivorous anioials.
*All ﬁéﬂ] of the fante clafs of animals, hoeever, is not equally
nutritive. The fleth of young amimals affords lefs nourifhment
than that of old ones ; and this difference is rguch more obvious
in hot than in cold climates. There is alfo apother difference,
which confifts in the greater or lefs degree of gigour the aliment
of animals imparts to thofe who ufe it. This arifes from the
various degrees of flimulation.which animal food exerts in the’
human body. It is remarkable, that certain kinds of flefh,
without the aid of fpices, or feafoning, increafé the tone and
vigour of the fyftem. ATHENZUS mentions an athletic The-
ban, who, by living om goat’s flefh, became more robuit than
others who fubfifted on pork, which is flabby and too fat. The

i ﬁoaf-herds, who eat much animal food, fometimes even in a raw

ftate, are of an athletic conftitution, The ancient Germans,
the Bretons, the Tartars, or Scythians, ‘the Efquimaux, and
even the people of the fouthern climates, as ghe Ethiopians and

. Arabs, confirm this obfervation. Alexander Selkirks a native

.

of Normandy, who had been much reduced, acquired an incre-
dible degree of ftrength by living on raw flefh in the Ifle of
Juan Fernandez; but relapfed into his former debility, by
adopting the regimen of polithed nations. The fame effect is
obfervable in other carnivorous people. It feems as if a por-
tion of the life of the.animal that expires under the teeth of the ,
devourer, pafles into his ftomach. This diet is particularly
neceffary to the Northern nations, who requirg the moft pow-
erful ftimulants, and part. of whofe lives is, as it were, con-
fumed by continual cold.. We alfo find feveral perfons, parti-

- cularly among the Tartar Kalmuks, who have fironger, tharper,
{ and more pointed teeth, an('i the swlares, or grinders, fometimes
. Jefs numerous than among the negroes.* The preminent teeth,

B

of the latter appear to®me to indicate a very extenfive fyftem of
: ] 2 55 maftication ;

57

~ * BLumensacH, in the Philof. Tranfi@. 1794, Part IL p. 182,

" makes fome 'mtelj'eﬁ‘x'n’%‘rpmnrks on the form of the teeth of different narions,.
icicn

and on thoft of the ai t Egyptians, according to their mummies; which

_ftill remain. OLEARIUS, iter Perfic: et Mofzow. has alfo mad® fome olfer~

vations on the testh of Northern nat:i[céns." &
. ¥ - 2 '4» ’ 3 oy » : e .
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maftication ; which, independent of the climate they inhabit, -
proves, that they are defigned by Nature to fubfift chicfly on
vegetables.  Hence, the fnouts of herbaccous qifadrupeds ame
longer th¥n thofe of the carnivorous: in fhort, the latter are |
more unmanageable, and become more viggrous, according
to the quantity of flefh they feed upon. The dog would foon
become as ferocious as the wolf, if he lived in a fimilar manner.
The people of thegNorth have always been more couragepus,
cruel, and ungoverngble, than the peaceable infabifants of the .
equatorial regions, whom they have often fubdued. ,
The food derivgd from animals that have perfe& organs of
- generation, however difagreeable it may be to the tafte, efpe-
cially when the blged, under the influence of defire, boils in their
heated veins, is a violent ftimulant, and increafes the mufcular
adtion and fufceptibility, confiderably more than the foft and
almoft infipid fleth of caftrated animals. 3

The fleth of reptiles, amphibia, Linn. prefents as great a-
difference of food as thofe of the preceding clafles. T heir
bodies contain lefs albumen, lefs jelly, -and are generally drier 3
their blood is likewife not fo rich in craffamantum,* and their
irritability is more adherent; a circumftance which feems to
depend on their organization, and particularly on refpiration,
and the circulation of the blood. :

‘I'he fat of fea turtles is green, and their eggs contain fo
fmall a quantity Sf albumen, that the white does not coagulate
by heat. The fleth and eggs of the crocodile, fimell like mufk,
and this odour is alfo found in {everal ferpents, particularly in
their excrements. The fpawn of frogs is perfeétly gelatinous.
Befides the fingular property of feveral reptiles; that change
their colour by different affetions, many ftriking fingularities-
are difcoverable in the ufe of their fleth.  ‘That of the tortoife
turtle, 7¢/fuds Caretta, L. and efpecially that of the scine, have
been extolled ag aphrodifiacs. If thefe anitals poffefs that pro-
perty, it is probably derived from their feeding on infe&s,
which it is well known, powerfully fimulate the kidnies and
bladder. Trw~ka praifes the fleth of feveral reptiles, as effica~ -
cious in he&ic fever. P e :

. 1t feen?s to be demonftrated by ®a number of obfervationsg,

that the internal ufe of thefe animals, ccrries to the furface of
the human body, the different virus with which it is infeQed,
- fuch as the leprofy, and other cutaneous maladies, but particu-
larly the venereal difeafe. It has alfo been afferted, that reptiles
o S 3 iy i1 3 were

; T
.. L 3 - : - o
~ % The blood of thefe animals coagulates only by means of fire.—~CEx
MELIN, Fift, Avent, Tom, I. P+ 99. 1€lates the fame of the turtls, £y
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were hurtful in lues, becaufe they occafioned a relapfe before it
had been pgrfectly cured. ~ R

¢ Itis not my intention, at prefent, to treat on thg poifons of

“animals, left they thould be confounded with alimentary fub-

ftances. (4 ;

- Moft Mahometans, particularly thofe of the fe& of ALr

- confider reptiles as uuclean: only'the pooreft people ufe them
asdood ; gnd in the province of Thebes, ®e lower clafs of the
snhabitants fumﬁ,—chieﬂy on lizards. °

Mythology informs, us that NErEUS was the firft who in-

firuéted mankind to feed on fifh. Thefe+-animals have red
blood, and vertebra ; they are innumerable, 'and confequently
afford abundant aliment. They are eafily ceught, are agreeable
food, require but little trouble in preparing, and abound in
oleaginous fubftances. .Such are the principal advantages which
fith afford to the people of Kamtfchatka, the Samoiedes, the
Dutch, and many other fithing and maritime nations. Num-
bers of perfons eat them raw, fmoked and dried, or even frozen

..and putrid! Othersedrink large draughts of their naufeous
oil withavidity. = Could we, in the prefent age, relith that pu-
trified feafoning, the garum of the ancients ?

3 Expirantis adhuc Scombri de fanguine primo
Accipe foecofum munera chara garum.
. o MARTIAL.

Several of the weltern nations fubfitute for garum the ca-
viare, or the fotargo of the Chriftian Greeks. In the prefent
age, however, we do not gormandize thefe fith to fuch excefs -
as the luxurious Romans did. Our modern Poliios have not
yet cauled their flaves to be devoured by lampreys, and we do
not go into mourning for the death of the latter. It has been

 aflerted, that the eggs of fome fifh, as thofe of the barbel, are
draftic; this error has been refuted by BLocs®  Ichthyologifts
no longer believe, that herrings fally forth in battle array, from
the bottom of the Northern ocean: the fexual impulfe alone
* brings them to our fhores. It is the fame with falmon, the red
i fleth of which becomes white, when the a& of rep.odudtion is"
. accomplithed. Aquagic bérds do not digeft the eggs of fifh, nor
do they even deprive them of the power of dcveloping them-
felves. . Nature feems to have appointed thofe biids to be the
difleminators of fith. : ] :
~The foft kinds of fith, fuch as the malacopterygians, and
chondropterygians of Artedi, afford unwholefome and often
putrid aliment; particularly in thofe torrid regions where there
is continual fun-fhine : hence the Hebrew legiflatorforbade the
ufe of fith without feales, as are moft of thofe above-mentioned.
- ; I hey
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“They certainly furnifh a large quantity of light jelly, efpecially

.in their fkin,* and which communicates to their wgole body &

flimy and wapid tafte. : s el
[ Tobe continued in our next Nu"mbc‘r..]

Srvavs s S —

" C ] .' ® -
/ L
Ow the Puriform Deftriction of a great Part of the Sub-
* flance of the Brain, without any vifible Caufe. By
Cit. CuizeAavU, ¢f Nanies.
. [ Extrated from the 34th Number of the Recueil Periodique.]

A Child of a very healthy appearance, and whofe mother
was likewife in good health, had been for four months afflicted
with flight indifpofitions, which were attributed by the mother -
to the want of milk. The child was in confequence weaned
and fed with new cow’s milk, a decoC&on of pearl barley and
rice, anda light pap made of wheat flour previoufly dried in.an
oven. About fifteen days afterwards it was feized with a,
cough, accompanied with uneafinefs and vomiting of the pap,
mixed with flimy matter. The alvine evacuations were regu-.
larly performed, but the child did not fleep found. At this .
time Chiztau was confulted, who ordured a change of diet,
gentle cathartics, and the ufe of the fyrup of ipecacuanha, which
produced fcarcely any effe@d. He had intended to apply leeches,
but was preyented by the weak ftate of the child. A good wet-
nurfe was procured, but the fymptoms flill comtinued. The -
child became dull, its eyes loft their brilliancy, the eye-lids fre-
quently clofed, and it feemed to take no notice of {urrounding
obje&s. . The pupil was dilated, and the iris did not contract
at mid-day; its whole frame was lefs fenfible ; convulfions often
appeared in the eyes, face, and limbs, and atlength, a com-
plication of the moft diftrefling fymptoms. He then prefcribed
fome "antifpafmodics ; and a fmall quantity of wine, in a diluted
flate, asegiven with a view to fupport the ftrength of the |
body. A fortnight afterwards there:appeared on the arm and left
hand a light tumour, which much impeded the motion of thofe
parts ;' the left eye was nearly clofed ; the child feemed to fee
indiftinétly, and "could not fuck. The laft means employed
A : were

¥

**OLAvus BorRRICHIUS has difcovered inthe cod more carbonat of
‘ammonia {concrete volatile alkali,) thanin any terreftrial animal, .Hence
* he'cOncludes, that fith poflefs moft hydrogen, and the other ‘animals mott

azote, : 2 - : Ha ?
53 P
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Cit. Chizeau, on the Puriform Deftruttion of the Brain. 7;

were pegtoral fyrups, a little milk, chicken broth, with emol-
lient clyftérs, and.a fmall blifter to the region of the ﬂ:ognach :
this applicasion was directed with a view to flop the hiccough,
which fuddenly Jirfcreafed, and much fatigued the child: As
Yittle benefit was expeéted from thefe remedies, the gatientdied,
after languithing fix weeks, at the age of nin¢ months and a
half,. O S
. On opening the cranium, at the moment of feparating the
_occiput, a quantity-of limpid water iflued forth. ‘The left he-
mifphere gnd entricle of the bgain were®perfeily found, but
the dura and pia mater were thick and inflamed in the part cor-
refponding with the right hemifphere; the cortical fubftance was
found, and interfperfed with {pots fimilar toshofe of an inflam-
mation ; but the greateft ravages had taken a deeper feat: the
whole of this hemifphére was one-purulent mafs, without {mell,
and had not the fmalleft trace of its natural organization. = T'he
tentorium cerelelli appeared changed, and on lifting it up, it
was found to contain a quantity of limpid fluid, which iffued
~ through the foramen ovale, along the medulla oblongata and
fpinalis. - The abdomen had alfo undergone fome change : the
{tomach ‘and the fmal inteftines were fhrivelled ; the larger,
on the contrary, appeared diltended and inflamed ; in confe- -
quence of which the bladder contained a quantity of urine.
What is the caufe of fo'many difeafes, which do rot originate
~from gny blow or external injury 7—This is the queftion ad-
dreffed by Cit. Chizeau to obfervers; an anf{wer to which may
be of great utility, as Will appear by the following deails. .

Extrail fromthe Proces~verbal of the Sitting of the 22d Prairidl,
Seventh Year, containing the Obfervations and Reflections of
the Members. of the Society, onthe foregoing Obfervations. 3

A member ftated, that he knew a citizen, who was the father
of four children; the eldeft of whom, after having enjoyed a
‘good ftate of healtle till he was nearly four Years of age, fell
into a ftate of langour and debility, which brought him to the
grave : this difeafe arofe from hydrocephalus. The fecond
‘continued in health till he attained the fame age, when he alfo
fell fick, and died ; though blifters, cauteries, and other appro-
priate means were employaed.  When the third chiid was two
years old, a cautery sand ®feton, as well as various remedies,
were unfaccefsfully tried, and itslife could not be preferved.
“The fourth child is now three years and a half old; it enjoys
‘good health, but its parents are’in the greateft anxiety.— W hat
- -means oughttobeadopted to prevent the danger which threatens
this childpo na 2 iai : T R
Another member knew a healthy father and motheg, who loft
e e S >~ three
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three children fucceflively .in a fimilar manner : he likewife
wifhed to obtain fome ufeful hifits from the deliberations of the
Society. S i TR i .

Sew}:,ral perfons gave their opinion. One of the membe
oblerved, ghat the’ difeafe in queftion was endemic at Geneva ;
but the caufes and prophylaétic treatment of it were not difco-
vered. Another member fuppofed it to prod&ed from an or~
ganic defect. It was unanimoufly propofed to keep the belly
at liberty ; to producean abundant perfpiration ; to employ the
aGtual cautery ; to dhply the grxa to both fides of the neck ? to
remove children threened with this difeafe to a pure and dr}
country air, and' cover their head entitely with a blifter. The
two laft means ha®been unfuccefsfully tried on fome of the pa-
-tients above mentioned. , :

There are two &iftin&t fpecies of dropfy of the brain ; one is
produced by relaxation ; the other by an inflammation, often cc-
cafioned by the effort of nature in dentition ;%or fometimes in
conf':queni:e of metaftafes from tinea capitis. *The former caufe
“brings on a ferous difcharge; the latter produces fuppuration,
In the firft cafe, diaphoretics, dry fritions, depuratives, tonics,
and cauteries, are indicated ; in the fe€ond, the antiphlogiftic
treatment,- leeches, and revulfive remedies are proper.

4 Cafzrz]?Hﬁ?ary of the Principal D?/':overies in Anatomy.

[Extrated from the original German of Prof. CURT. SPRENGEL’s Hif-
tory of Medicine, Vol. 11, Set. x1.—Continued from our preceding
Volume; p. 463.]

AFTER baving pointed out the individual merits of the
moft celebrated anatomifts in that century, given a general ac-
count of their vefpe@ive works, and examined the progreflive
difcoveries® and improvements made in offcology, myology, and
angiology, particularly relative to the circulation of the blood,
and e knowledge of the lymphatics, we row proceed to the
no le(s.imp‘ortant fubje&t _/}'landmolpgx.

§ 24. T'he nature of the peritoneum and its procefles puzzled
the anatomifts of this century confi erably, and yet they could ‘
not attain to any degree of accuracy. . MAassa defcribed it, apd
ikewife the mode of exenterating, but both 'unfatisfa&ori]y.x* :

3

(el e  Intfodul: f. xzibet S Ale e
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“It was generally believed,-that the ‘peritoneum were perforated
“in_the annulus abdominis, and that, at leaft, none of its pro-
o cefles accampanied the defcent of the teftes. -Even VEsarius
was of this opinion.* SyLvIUs, his vehement adeerfary, was
‘at leaft this time perfeétly right, in oppofing the fan&tioned
“error, and pr8vinz that the peritoneum frequently is not per-
forated in thofe places. It is fingular, however, that this ftre-
“nuous vindicator of the old fchool did nogventure to draw any
£€ngral refultg from his own obgrvations, but would rather af-
*cribe to praternatural caufes what muft 2lways be confidered as
the common courfe of nature.+ FarLrorrus likewife explains
the origin of ruptures, efpecially in the f@male fex, from the
elongation of thefe proceffes of the peritoneum.f—The dupli-
catures of the peritoneum around different®vifcera are well de-
fcribed by Corumsus.§ VEsaLius was the firft who accu-
_rately reprefent®d the duplicaturesy; which cenllitute the omen=
tum, and their “continuation with the ftomach, the fpleen, and
the colon, demonftrating particularly.that the.omentum in men
never defcends io much, as (GALEN dbferved in quadrupeds : he
gave a good defcriptiofl of the appendices epiploic of the colon, |
But Fasricius wrote a very full account of the omentum,%*
with a detail of its origin from the region of the fpine; its
oblique defcent towards the ftomach'; its conneflion with the
lobulus Spigelii of the liver ; its adhefion to the colon and to the -
fpleen, and the retortion of one lobe upwards to the umbili-
cal region. ke o i
With refpe@ to the flomach, VEsaLiUS correfled GALEN’S
- error, who maintained, that theneighbourhood of the lower ori-
- fice of the ftomach was clofed by a glandular. fubftance. VEsaL1us
admitted its exiftence indogs,but at the fame time he firft defcribed
- the real nature of the orifice, and particularly the {phin&er pylo-
“riy++, which afterwards was copied by Guipi}f. As tothe
liver ; the pracefles, which the péritoneum fends off to the liver,
were already obferved by BERENGAR, though he confidered
- them as'a feparate' membrane, and did not fufficiently diftinguith
<.them.§§ The old idea of the liver being divided into four or
five large fobes, which undoubtedly originated from difféctions,
of dogs, was ftill retained by BERENGAR:||| Rut Massal
_ adopted one fingle fiffure, which, however, did not dividehthle
. . whole

* Lib. v. c.2.p. 414. + Sylv. obferv. f. 71. b,

1 Fallop. obferv. p. 408. § Lib. xt. c. 11. p.433. &
Vefal. de radic. chyn. p. 643, *¥gFabric.de omento, p. 123, 124, 8.
+ Pefal.lib. v. & 3. p. 417. I Zid. lib. v.c. 5. p. 838 @'

§§ Comment, in Mundin, . 344, b- ||| Ib. f. 145. 2.

Nums. XI. : L & = e
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whole liver, but only formed two lobes.® VEsavrius treats
at large of this fubje&; and cbferves at the fame time, that the
form of the liver, and its divifions, are fubject to foveral devi-,
ations, an® do.‘not conftantly prefent the fame appearance.*

SyLvius admitted, that there were only two principal lobes of

the liver, but that two fmaller ones were: freqhently obferved,
which confequently made four.} PuTEUSs ‘pretended that he
bad found five lobes inithe liver of a prince of Savoy :§ but
Corumeus fufficiently refat~d this opinion.||—On the. byliary
duéts, ZerrE1 made the obfervation, that they partly convey, the
bileinto the ftomach.q '"VEsaLivs had likewife obferved the
fame, but jultly confidered it as a deyiation.** Farvrorius
-appears, notwithftanding, to doubt the truth of this oblervation,
as he ‘had never inade it himfelf.++ The valves, which Du
L AURrRENSs imagined he had feund in the du&us communis cho-
ledochus,17 have not been verified:by experiente, as little have

the immediate dus fronethe liver to thegall-bladder, which Ja- '

SOLINT, a pupil of INGRAssIAS, defcribed and even reprefented
in engravings:§§ Probdbly thefe figures were taken from the
‘Tivers of fifhes and birds; in*which we fiftd fuch du&s.|}||
=2 2 25. It has ‘now and then been fuppofed, that the anato-
mifts of the fixteenth century, knew the pancreas, as they
make ufe‘of the name; but what they denominate thus, is no-
thing but 2 congeries of glands, ‘in.:the centre of ‘the mefen=-
tery, - which WIRTHER VON ANDERNACH defcribes, in-a
manner not at all correfpondent to oufpancreas.qi§ SYLViUS
givesa fimilaridefcription -of this vifcus.*%% With FaLLoPIus,
-alfo, ‘this ‘name fignifies a colle&ion of {mall glands in the mid-
dle of the mefentery, for the purpofe of ‘tranfmitting the f{ple-
nic ‘vein. from the fpleen to the vena portarum.t++ VEsALI-
ustiT and COL*UMBU‘S]§§§ defcribe this vifcus in a fimilar man-
“nér; the former evén-aflerts, that the pancreas.is covered with the
duplicature of the' omentum.|||j|| FAarroriys carefully examin-
ed the inner coats of ghe inteftines, and defcribed the folds of
which they are formed.qiqfqf BerEncar firft accurately deferi-
bed the ezcum,**** with its adhering procefs, andimade the r
: : : 2 mar

.
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““# Introduét. f. 27. a. s T Vefal. lib. 5. c. 7. p. 432.
__1 Sylw. ifag. p. 70—Vefan. calumn. depuis, p. z11.
~§ Apolog: pro Galen. f.135.7b. | Librvi p:rzgg.

9 Zerb. Anatom, p. 347 . . . . ** Lib.v.c. 8. p. 436.

1+ ObL p. 145. 1t Lib. vi. c. 20. 'p. 471.
- 8§ ‘:}"Zj%in'i ‘deporis choledochis, p. 55. (4to. Neap. 1577.)

ifils Halle - :

3 Y
-

q{zj Inftit: Anat. lib, i- p. 26. *»* ‘Tfagog. f.179. a.

++1 Obf p.414. - T Lib.v. ci4Cp.gzos
§G§ Lib.xi. c. 6. p.425. 24 ’!|||| L. 3.°pigz2z.

§qq Obf. p. 412, #%%+ Comment. inMundin. fo115. .2

N

7 Element. Phyfiolag.Xol. vi.p. 532.—compare Fallop.oblipig1ss
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ark confirmed by MoRGAGNI;¥ that fometimes no cavity
is obferved in this appendage, which he believes to be the cafe,
o pdrticularly in perfons who have habituated themfelves to excef-
five eating. V EsAL1Us corre&ted the erronedus opgnion, which
prevailed fingg the time of GALEN, that the cecum conftitu=-
_ ted (o fpacious a cavity, as to induce anatomifts to confider it
“as a fecond ftomach. “He fhewed, that the procefs' that.adhe-
~ rgd to the cecum, was {maller in men thap in carnivorous ani-
o mals, frdn vehich, apparently, GALEN orrowed his deferip-
tion.t Massat and SyLvius,§ likewlfe reprefented the ap-
- pendage of the colon, better than their predeceffors. The lat-
ter, notwithftanding, feduced by his predi®%e&tion for GALEN,
explained the cafes which occurred to him, as preternatural.
F ALLoP1US compares the cazcum of men, #n regard to its fmall
fize, to a lumbricus, and reckons it as a part of the celon.||
FaBricrus very properly diftinguifhes the fize and fituation
of the proceffius caei vermifsrmis in men, and in different kinds
of animals; but makes it alfo a part of the colon.g .
This idea, that the czzcum appertained to the colon; pro-
bably arofe from the &:cumftance, that, by clofer examination,
the procefs of the former, proved to be fo uncommenly fmall, in
comparifon to the def¢ription of the ancients : hence, alfo the
reafon, why the valve in the commencement of the colon,
which was early difcovered, was referred to the czcum. - Be-
fides AcHILL1NT, who fpeaks rather obfcurely of this famous
valve,®* [ acUNA d&fcribes it 2 little more diftiné¥ly 5+ after
him FALLoP1US, from obfervations made onapes ;i then Va-
‘ROLI,§§ who arrogates to himfelf the difcovery of it; then
PosTHIUS,| | who faw it at Montpellier, where he diffected
under RONDELET ; after him, SALOMON ALBERTI, in the
year 1563 ; qq and latly Bausin, who obferved this valve in
1579. The two laft mentioned anatomifts firft furnifthed us
with reprefentations of that valve ** Although Du Lavu-
RENS informs us, that BauHIN is thegifcoverer, it is well af-
certained, that he only can claim the merit of having given
the firft detailed and good defcription of this valve; ﬁnd that .
e ALLER

® »
{  * Defedib. et cans. mogb. ep. LXVIL n. £1. - g
+ Lib.v. c. 5. p- 426 1 Introdu&. p: 21.
©§ Obf. f. 71. b. || Inftic. Anat. p. 433.
q[ De Inteftin, p- 147. ? == Anpotat. in Mundin. Anatom.
++ Lacun. Anatom. Method. p. 16. >
" 11 Ia a MS. never printed, and of which Blumenbach gives an account in,
bis Medicin. Bibliothek, (in German) vol. il p. 373. ‘
§§ Anarom. lib. ii. ¢. 3. p.70-. Il Obf. in Columb. p- ®4- - @
€ q] Hift. part. corp. lum. p-49, 174. e
##% Theat, Anat. lib, i, ¢, x}; p- 63, 64. Inftitut. Anat. p- 49,
5 2 Ry
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HALLER is very wrong,* in referring ALBERTI’s obfervation
to the year 1589,+ when the latter expreflively fa$s, he has
obfcrved this valve, twenty-one years prior to that period, ,
dating the preface of his work with the year 1585. Nor does
Ha1LER’s quotations of Guibi,| givea better teft of the ex-
iftence of this valve, fince that only refers to the folds, formed
by the inner coat of the inteftines. = PrccoLHvoMINT de-
fcribed the valve, the next after BAuniN;§ as Fa BRICIUS
likewife did. || o P AR
§26. The uropce:i® veflels were firft examined by BErEN-
GAR, His obje&t was to decide the queftion, chiefly fuggefted
by Z¢gr1, wiethet®he urine was parcolated and fecreted in the
kidneys, in a manner fimilar to a filtre. In order to afcertain the
falt; BERENGAR intituted the following experiment : he fixed
a tube in the emulgent arteries, and injetted the bafon of the
kid eys with warm water, but nothing paffed ifto the ureters ;
he thea diffected the kidney, and found that the finet branches
of .the emulgent arteries did by no means inofculate ‘with the
branches of the tubuli uriniferi, as was fuppofed before him 3
but that they diverge in the papillous fubffance : he alfo properly
defcribed thefe papillze.qf Next toa BERENGAR, the obferva-
tions of EusTacHIUS on the kidneys, have much promoted
the true knowledge of thefe vifcera. "In determining the fitua-
tion of both the kidneys, he deviated from all his predeceflors ;
and maintained, that the right kidney feldom lay higher than
the left ; tifat their fituation is for the moft part conftant, and
fometimes even the left kidney a little higher than the right.*%
VaroLr acceeded to this opinion.++ Eustacuius likewife
firlt defcribed the glands, fituated above the kidneys. now known
by the name of glandulz renales, or renes fuccenturiati 311 he
accurately demontitrated the adipofe membrane of the kidneys,§§
and juftly cenfured thofe authors, who, mifled by zootomy,
adopted feveral cavities in the fubffance of ¢he kidneys ;||| he
was more fuccef$ul with BER:NGAR’s experiment of ‘injet-
ing the emulgent arteries; the liquor pafled into the ureter ;

- which
L ]
L] 5 -

* Laurent Hift Anatom. lib. vi. c. 14. P-%29.1

1 Element. Phyfiol. vol. vii. p. 132.

I Vid. iib. v.c. 5. p. 237. § Anatorﬂ.Pra:}e&. p. 86.

ll De Inteftin. p.sg42. = - . § Comment. in Mundin. f. 178. b,

_' 179. a.~=It ought to be remembered on tnis occafion, that BERENGAR

them fecretion.

cou'd have no idea of the peculiar funétion of the veins, as he afcribed to
*% 3

uftach. de renum fru&. c. 12. p. 31. ‘]
11 Vavoli £ natom. lib. iii. €. 7- P-79- g

‘11 Euflack. 1. c. - 8§ 6. c. 4. 'p. 11.
M Jé. .9 p. 24. : R wrpirr b

4 .



Prof. Sprengel’s Hiftory of Anatomical Difcoveries. 77

which induced him to decide in favour of the ancients, that
the urinc was fecreted from arterial blood.* He demonftrated
,admirably, tha the fubftance of the kidneys is interwoven
With many nerves, is exquifitely fenfible, and that n® valve
exifls at the orifice of the ureters;+ thus refuting inveterate
prejudices. Favrrorius likewife made the important difco-
Yery of tubes in the papillous fubftance of the kidneys,} which.
had erronevufly received its name from BELLgNI. Massa§ at
firft, #nd aftes hirg, EusracHIUs| enore pgrfectly demonftra-
ted} that the ureter: coniift only of one membrane. For the
difcovery of the fphinfler veficee, we are indel.)ted to FarrLo-
» P1Us : q the defcription of this mufcular body by VEsarLius
being fuch, that one might rather take it for a lateral mufcle of
the proftrate gland, than a fphin&er** But VARoLI repre-
fents the fphinéter properly, after FALLoPIUS.++ :

§ 27. </n the parts within the cavity of the thorax, we fhall
only remark the following. The great procefs of the pleura,
called mediaftinum, was fir® accurately examined, and diftinétly
defcribed by VEsaLius. He particularly pointed out the error
of the ancients, who admltted a cavity, formed by the feptum
and in which a part of the lungs was contained. This cavity,
fays VEsaL1Us, really exifts in different animals, endowed by
Nature with more divided lungs ; but in men, the interitice be-
tweeen the two membranes of the mediaftinum is partly filled
up with ceilular texture, and this cavity only’ relates to the
region under the fternum,I where it can be well demonfirated
by inflation. EusTAcHI1Us, in his drawing .of the mediafti-
num, has erroneouily reprefented its membranes as exaltly pa-
rallel, whereas they join in the anterior and inferior part, but
are feparated in the {uperior and pofterior part, by the thymus
gland.§§ VEsaLius demonftrated the fingle ftructure of the
pleura, and thus correéted the error of Galen, who had en-

. riched it with 2 double membrane. ButCorumzus,}|| who, like
G ALEN, took the external cellular texture far 'one of the mem-
branes of the pleura, reje&ted the opinion of VEsaLius, and
the erroneous idea of CoLuMBUs has becn adopted and fpread,
till it was completely refuted by WinsLow.qq VEsarius fo

St frequently
° ° P - c
| ' o
* Euflach. c. 37. p- 94. + Ib.c. 20.p. 56, 57.
1 Fallgp. obf. p. 415. 2 § Introduét. p. 22. -
B:Licic.1g. p. .52+ 4] Fallop. obl. p. 412.
#* Lib.v. co 11. podgse o - 11 Anatom. lib. 1ii. c. 7. p. 81.

31 Lib. vi. c. 3. p. 495. feq. :

o §§ Euflach. tab. xv. f. 3. Compare Haller elem. phyfiol. vol. i. p. 261
Bl Columb. lib. xi. c. 3. § - 414 4 .
4[4 Expofition anatom. de laftru&ure du corps, tom. iv. p. 86,



48  Prof. SprengePs Hiflory of Anatomical Difequerics.

frequently obferved the lungs adhere to the pleura after death,
that he was thence induced to conjefture ‘ligaments of the
fungs * 9 o .

In tRe larynx BERENGAR difcovered both the arytensid
eartilages, as only one was known before hgs time 5 and like-
wife a mufcular fubftance, probably the arytznoid gland.+ Nay,
Vesarius and Faericius defcribe even two thyroid glands,
either as a devimion in the human fpecies, or from thgir ob-
fervations on animels.§  ‘T'he firft good defc. iption of® the %er-
triculus laryngis was given by CoLumBus.§ The mufcular
fibres which ocgupy the ‘polterior part of the larynx, and affift
the office of the anterior cartilages, were confidered ‘as liga-*
ments by the agatomifts of thofe imes.||

§ 28. On the parts in the cavity of the mouth, we fhall here
mention only the remark of FALLoP1Us, that the zvula does
not belong to the foft palate, as we were taught by the ancients,
nor does it ferve to modulate the voice, as was then the ge-
meral opinion.q All the anatomifts of the fixteenth centug
were acquainted with the orifice of ghe #arthonian falival du
under the tongue, which had been defcribed by GaLEn. We
find an account of it in the works of ACHILLINI** and BE-
RENGAR++ BaunIN feems-to have difcovered the Stcnonian
dué&t.{t , S

In the human eye, the organs of fecretion and the lachrymal
dults evere now hrﬂ:. examjned with accuracy. BERrRENGAR
knew the punc?a lachrymalia to be orifices of the cornua lachry-
malia, He obferved in them a flocculent membrane, which
ferved to reftrain the tears; from thefe lachrymal duéls, ae-
cording to him, the tears flow through the du&s of the nafal
bones into the noftrils and fauces, which is the reafon why
we perceive the odour, and fometimes the flavour of this fluid.
Zxerzl knew before this time the pun&a lachrymalia;|j| but
the firft anatomifts of this century, nay’-even CoLuMBUSs, mif-
fed by zootomy, *fadopted a double lachrymal gland in the
human eye, miftaking the caruncle for the fecond, although it
Ras no connection with the duéts between which it is fituated.

R & : ' VEsAL1vUs,

s L J T

e st T . e il s i 4 = &
# Lib.vi. c. 7. p. S04, + Comment. in Mundin. f. 393.b.

I Fefal. lib. ii. c. 22. p. 214. Fallop. obf., p. 452
§ Columb . Jlib. i.c. 13.p. 3.
. Il #id. lib. vi. c. 4. p. 280.—Laurent. lib. iii. c. 9. p. 193. %
€ Obf. p. 382.—Inflit. anat. 452. ** Annotat. in Mundin. p. $%e
- %+ Commentar. in Mundiz. f. 40x1. b. e ;
i Theatr. anat. lib.iii. c. 89. p. 520. i X!
. 88 Berengar. comment. in Mundia, f. 467.b. -
il Anavem. f. x21. b. 2o
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VEesavrrus* firft removed this error: He diftinguifhed the great
‘lachrymal gland, fituated above the external angle of the orbig, °

from the cargncle ; determined the ufe of the latter, by main-
! tathing that it ferved to convey the tears into the lachrymal
‘dués, and to feparate the eyelids; he allo defcribed the {femi-
lunar membranes &ghich expand before it, and form in fome
animals a third eye-lid.t+ Massa likewife carefully diftin-
guifhed thefe two bodies. Fariorius filymore exatly re-
_ prefentegd thqcolu-fe of the cornua lgehrymalia into the faccus
lachrymalis, and thence into the ductus nafalis ; § as likewif
T acLiacozzi, who vindicated the true deflination of the la-
chrymal caruncle.]|  Guip1 mentions the rudi®:nt of a third
eye-lid in man, by the name of a fmall cartilage ; q and Saro-
MON ALBERT1*¥ adopted the difcoveryof his Bredeceflors, and
defcribed admirably well, for the age in which he wrote, the fe-
cretory organs of the tears. FAaBRruciUs, after fuch prede-
ceflors, ought to have given a more accurate account of the
parts before-mentioned; he is therefore lefs intitled to our
praife.++ : . ;

The tunica albuginea 8f the eye, the more ancient anato-
mifts fuppofed to be derived from the periofteum of the orbit:
Massa was the ficfk who corre&ed this error.tf Farropius
firft defcribed the ciliary procefles, and maintained that they
ought not to be called membrapes : He difcovered the capfule .
of the vitreous humour, or hyaloidea (tunica bpalina), and de-
termined more accurately®the figure of the cryftalline lens.§§
VEsarius was fill undetermined both as to the ﬁgure-, and the
true ufe of this fubftance.|||| He alfo adopted an equal propor-
ition of the diameter of the humours in the eye, .a conje&ture ia
which he was refuted by ARANZI.qq .

[ To be continued in our next Number.]

L J T
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* Lib.x. p. 399. 400. 5 + Exam. obferv. Fallop. p. 826.
1 Introduét. p.g1. § Obs. p. 426. 2 -
|| De curtor. chirug. lib. i. c. 7. p. 24. g =

4] Vid. lib. ii. c. 10. p. 69. - ;
*% Alberti Orationes. 8. Norib. 1585. ++ Fabric. de cculo, p. 19%.
11 Introduét. p. 92. e ® S§§Fallop.obf. p.427. | ¢
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. On the Medisinal Effects of the Carbonat of Polafs, or
Salt of Tartar, in Puerferal Fever : by Citizens'
ALLAaN; WeEveEUux, GILBERT, ¢/ LAFISSE.

[Extracted from a Memoir of Cit. GUINOT, infertéd in the xxxviith Num«
ber of the Recueil Periodique de la Societe de Medecine de Paris. ]

CITIZEN GuinoT divides this important paper into two
diftin& fections : the firft contain tfe theory on which the au-’
thor has founded his pra&ice ; and the fecond confifts of eight
obfervations on cafes feleCted from a number of patients whom
he had undeér his care. .

. He obferves, that being little fatisfied with the principal
works publithed on puerperal fever, he has for a long time em-
ployed himfelf in-making new,_inquiries into this fubje&." The
refult of feveral experiments has induced him to confider the
real caufe of this dreadful difeafe to be @ predominance of acid.

1. He took the urine of women attacked with puerperal
fever, and diluted it with diftiiled and filtrated water. It-im-
parted to the folution of turnfol a deeper red than that produced
by the fame dye, mixed with the urine of 2 healthy perfon, or
of a woman recently delivered withoutaccident. Thefe expe-
f;l_'xents being feveral times repeated, uniformly gave a fimilar
refult.”

. 2. He obferved, that in puerperal fever an ichor fometimes
flows through the vagina, which has an acid fmell, fimilar to
that of*milk which is beginning to turn four. :

3. The humour, partly laétifotm, ¢ad partly cafiform, found
in the abdomen of -women who haye died of puerperal fever,
has likewife an acid fmell ; and, when diluted with diftilled and.
filtrated water, it gives a red colour to the folution of turnfol,
which leaves no doubt of its acidity. " ket

The abovementioned experiments induced the author to ima-

. gine fhat alkali would either neutralize *he fuperabundant acid,
or prevent its formation. Having learnt that LE vznﬁ’r'fuc;eﬁ-' .

NS : . ully
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fully ufed the carbonat of potafs, internally as well as” ex-

ternally, againft metaftafes of ‘the milk formed under the fkin:
e thought the fame means might be advantageoufly employe

in fuch la&eous metaftafes as happen in the abdonlen, or other

. parts, in puegperal fevers, ;

Vifhing to be more confirmed in his opinion, the author

¢riturated the cafeous fubftance which commonly covers: the
-exterior furface of “the inteftines of wemen who die of the

Jdifaafe alludgl to, with a given quangty of the carbonat of

! potafs, and obferved that fubftance adopt the appearance of a
milky fluid. . He alfo tried white cheefe, gs well as moft other,
cheefes known at Paris; by adding water and the carbonat of
potafs, they were completely diffolved. q‘aving mixed feveral
forts of milk with this alkaline fubftance, he boiled them and -
left them expofed to-the heat of the fun, without being able to
make them curidle; in which, however, he-immediately fuc~
ceeded, when he repeated the experiment with milk, anmixed
with the carbonat of potafs. ey ,

‘Being thus convinced that puerperal fever arofe from a fuper~

abundance of acid, afd that the carbonat of potafs would be an
excellent means of  cure, Cit. Guinot, after feveral fuccefs-
ful experiments, exhibited from ten. to thirty-fix grains a day,
not only in puerperal fever, but in all difeafes conne@ed with
the fecretion of milk in the female breaft.* ‘

. _He alfo employed foaps and alkalis externally, without ne-
gle&ting other remedies indicated by the circumftances and
{ymptoms of the cafe. 3 :

: ! 3
[ To be continued in our next Number.]

s

~

 * The effelts of the falt of tartar in difeafes of child-bed women are well
known, both in Englagd and Germany. Induced by the example of feveral
phyficians on the continent, Dr. W. has frequently pr®cribed from'25to -
30 drops of Ol Tart. per deliquium, to be taken two or three tinies a days
in a cup of firong mutton or veal broth, with fingular fuccefs. This remedy
often afforded fpeedy relief from tingling pains in the breafts of youRg mo=-
thers, who were nurfing their firft or fecond children, andhad either mifina-
naged, or neglected to fecure their bre'ﬁls in cold weather. % has alfore<
eommended, it in a late cafe of'a womanwho was troubled with callous and
painful breafts from exte®hal Injury, fo that fhe was apprehenfive of an
Incipient cancer.  Here thgexhibition of the-abovementioned medicine af-
forded more effeftual relief from pain than opiates, though it did not even-
- tnally remove the complaint, | : s e
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O a new Species of Salt, and.its Uk in the Trcarment of
Jeveral Difeafes. By Cit. CHAUSS1ER,

{ Abftra&ted from the Recueil Periodique, No. xxxvii. p..zg and &

AFTER' fome geseral reafons advanced by Cit. Chauffier,
to prove that fulphur deferves ituch attention in ti prictice of «
-medicine, not only becaufe that {fubftance is found in the mem-
branes and fluids ofeorganized bodies, and is the caufe of fe-
veral phenomena ; but alfo, as it furnifhes feveral compofitions
which are ufed witg advantage both in the arts, and in the
treatment of difeafes, he prefented to the Society a new fpecies
of falt, which differs confiderably from the fulppats, fulphites,
and fulphurs. The properties of this falt are very remarkable,
from the ftate and nature of its component {ubftances, as well
as from the manner in which they are united. |

This falt is a combination of hydrogenated fulphur with
foda; in which the fulphur is found in confiderable propor-
fion, and the hydrogen ferves as the medium of union, while it
in fome degree imparts the property of an acid.

The new falt is formed fpontancoufly in manufatories where,
with a view to obtajn foda for exportation, the fulphat of foda;
or Glauber’s falt, is decompofed according to the procefs fug- -
gefted by Citizens MALHERBE, ATHENAS, and ALBAN. This
procefs is adopted in the manufa&tory of Cit. PAYEN, and con-
{ifts in melting, in a reverberatory furnace, the fulphat of foda
with a certain quantity of carbon and filings of iron. As we
cannot at prefent give our readers the whole courfe of this pro-
cefs,” we fhall content ourfelves with ftating, that the fulphu-
rated hydro-fulphur of foda is found in the refiduum of the leys,
when, they no Icager yield the carbenat of ‘foda by ebullition,
As thefe mother-leys flill contain a certain quantity of cauftic
foda, they are colleéted and preferved in the manufatory with
the ittention of extra@ing from them the remaining fulphat
of foda. GAfter flanding for fome time, a cryflallization more-
or lefs abundant is formed in the mid#t of the alkaline refiduum
of thefe leys; but the cryftals are dot af carbonat of foda, as

-might at firt be fuppofed ; may -they zre entirely different in
their form as well as their comppfition. Much care fhould
be taken not to mix them with the foda already prepared; ‘as
they render it impure, give it a fulphureous fmell, and make it
" unfit to be ufed in feveral pharmaceutical and other preparations..
T thort, <his new fult is the fulphurated ‘hydt o-fulphur of foda.
As, in the firft cry[tallizatio'(x, the falt is yellow, and foiled, or.

Sose s e : Tk tinttured
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| tinGuredeby a blackifh powder attached to its furface, it is ne-
| ceffary to diflolvé ir in a certain quantity of water, and after it
| is filtered, ahd nearly diffolved, it is put in a €ool place to
_ cryftallize. ‘Thus purified, this falt is diftin& from 2ll ochers in *
of its properties, of which the following, are the prin- -
e P;! It forms large, brilliant, colourlefs, gnd tranfparent cryftals,
« ! she fermegf a quadrangular prifm, tgyminated by an hexago-

! nal pyramid. ,

2. It does not change the blue, violet or yellow colours of
teft papers; hence it is a perfeitly ncutralbfalt.; >

3. Ithas afrefh tafte, which foon becomes flightly bitter, and
leaves in the mouth a fenfation like that itnparted by hydroge~
nated fulphur, which remains for fome time. A

4. When eXpofed fo the action of air, it preferves its form
and properties ; it neither crumbles into powder nor deliquefces;
in fhort, it does not change into a fulphat, as is the cafe with
falts formed by the combination of the fulphureous acid with ani
alkaline bafis.

5. A cryftal of this falt placed upon red hot coals quickly
melts, bubbles, becomes dry, and at length burns with a blue
flame, which emits a fulphureous fmell. S :

6. It is infoluble in alcohol ; a fort of cryftallization may be

« inftantly obtained, by pouring alcohol on #h aqueoys folution of
this falt, s ‘

7. Cold water diffolves nearly thrice its weight of this falt:
the folution is limpid and colourlefs. :

8. If cryftals of this falt be expofed to the fire in a retort,
they melt in temperature of 32° of the new Thermometre cen= |
tigrade. 8 ?

9. If the cryftals of this falt be diftilled in an apparatus with
mercury, the whale produce carefully colleGted, and the atmo-
fpheric air excluded, a' certain quantity of water is firft obtained;
a portion of (ulphur is afterwards fublimed, and a fulphuret of
foda remains in the retort, which, like other combinations of
‘this kind, is foluble in water, changes when in contact with
air, but during the whole operation no gas is difchaiged.

- 1o. This falt decgmp®fes metallic folutions, and forms two
new compounds. The folvent acid combines with the foda,
:&nd the hydrogenated fulphur unites with the metallic’\fub_-

anee: o : ‘

11. All acids decompofe this. falt, by difplacing its foda
which forms an effential part; but fome of them-in their
action prefent peculiar phznomena.. : o

A. If fulphuric acid be poured on the cryftals of this falt, the
mixture almoft immediately boils ; there is likewife heat and a

= : M2 - - difcharge

* -
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‘div{charge of fulphurated hydrogen: gas, and fulpliu.roous-acjé g

gas ; there at length remains a fulpbat of foda, incrufirated with. |
a yellow, flexdble, and foft pellicle of fulphur. el
B, A difcharge of hydrogen gas and fulphureous acld:}!_!k i
wife takes place, when. the fulphuric acic is pbured on ng
aqueous folution of this falt ; and the fulphur alone is precipi- =
tated in a very fine powder. i i
C. Similar refults are obtained, with little differences by the
nitric and muriatic acids’ ; : fn
D. The fulphureous acid decompofes this falt; and precipi=
tates a {ulphur. s N ;
E. The acetous, tartarous, boracic, and oxalic acids, arfe-
nic, &c. alfo decompsfe this falt, and precipitate a fulphur, but
without caufing any fenfible difchirge of gas. Some of thefe
decompofitions prefent phznomena, which Cit. €hauflier pro-
pofes to publith at a future period. Wee fhall only remark, that.
according to'him the gafes obtained by the affufion of acids, are

not always the fame, but are in proportion to the greater or
lefs affinity which the acid bears to wattr, or to the facility

with which it is decompofed :-and though by the affufion of

fome acids a difcharge of fulphureous acid gas is obtained, and
this falt is immediately formed, as has been already {ftated, by
combining, a fulphite of foda with fulphurated hydrogen, &c.-
yet, when the combination. is made, no acids any longer exift,
at leaft they‘ cannot be difcovered by thefe- procefles which ap-
pear the moft certain. Inthort, if a fmall quantity of a folution
of barytes in water is poured into an aqueous folution of this
falt, no precipitation, or perceptible change takes place, except
that in a few feconds the liquor grows yellowith, which indi-

* cates a2 new combination of fulphur ; the liquor becomes alka-

line, and reddens paper prepared with curcuma. Ifa larger
quantity of the water of barytes is poured on, in a few minutes
there is 2 faline “cryftallization formed, which adberes to the
{ides of the veflel, and the liquor becomes more and more alka-
fine, Atlength the falt is entirely decompofed; the barytes
combifles- with the bydrogenated fulphur, and the foda, pure
and caaftic, ¢remains diffolved iff the water. i :
" 12, From thefe and 2nalogous e , mepts it js afcertained,
that the component pasts of this new falt are in the following
propottion : V329 2
-~ Hydrogenated fulphur — — 234 g9

[
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~"1t'.-.i'C“B'a‘uﬁieP has employed this falt with adVanéage in the
it of in®eterate herpetic affe@ions, which were not ac=

in fome dlfea{es of the vifcera, arifing from metaftafes, or.
repulfion of 2 ploric and fcorbutic virus. b
I It may be prefcribed for internal ufe, in dofes of from 30 to
40 decigrammes, either diffolved in water, or giade up in pills.
~As thid {4t coftaims fulphurated hydregen, itgnay be ufed with
advantage as a fubfitute for the fulphureous mineral waters,
which are brought at a great expence from dif?nt places, and

J<onfequently lofe their efficacy. It may be employed in fhower:

baths, lotions, or potions.

The internal ufe of thic falt fhould always Be commenced

with fmall dofes, and gradually increafed.  Cit. Chauffier pre-
ferred the ufe of it tn pills of three decigrammes, or about fix
grains, made of the crumb of bread, and ordered ‘ten orgleven
to be taken every morning and evening. He alfo mentions that
he cured, by this remedy, a venereal affetion, attended ‘with-
two exoftofes, flying painsy’and a great number of fpots and
puftules on the fkim i

The efficacy of this remedy is promoted by ptifans, and
other drinks proper for the patient In fhort, it is- with this as
with other medicines, which are only efficacious according to
the method in which they are employed, the proper ‘time:of
their application, and the®aid which their operations receive
from regimen. - ;

ied with fdver, or inflammation ; it may alfo ¥e pre-.

This falt is fold at the manufa&ory of Cit Payen, and at

: Cit. Pelletier’s, apothecary, in Jacob-ftreet,

Pharmaceutical Proceffes.
- L ] 3 -

Cit. Bouillon Lagrange read 2 Memoir on the 'znalyﬂs_ of
the Caffi feuna of Linnzus.—A great number of experiments on

the leaves of this plant, which is frequently ufed in medicine, -

have convinced the author, that his analyfis differed little from.
that of the bark. He thinks, that the fame refult will take
i place with all dry vegetable®fubftances treated in a fimilar
manner, and that ligneous egetables produce the fame effe&s,’
« when treated with the fame re-agents; fo that one analyfis of
this kind, well performed, may ferve as a precedent for all others’
of an analogous nature. As to the manner of employing the

fenna, Cit. agrang'e, in every inftance, advifesa cold infufion’ -

.....

to be made, and not torcombine it with acid tinGures ang fpi-" .

*rituous liquids, which change the nature of this medicine by
oxygenating the faponaceous printiple, which, by that means,
; s : . 5 acquires

2
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acquires the nature of refins. This change makes it
ferently on the animal ceconomy ; it then occafions vic
lics wishout purging, while in the former caf§ it purge
griping.— Rapport Qénéral des Travaux de la Socié
tigue de Paris. Vol 1.p. 53. :
. Prof. LientgnsTEIN propofes the following metﬁi)d;
preparing nitric zt
tng placed a tubulated retort in fnow, or cold water, with

her, without the applicatygn of firg. » !—f’av-‘

a proportionate receiver, faftened by a foft bladder, and pro-.

parts of alcoholy and gradually add two parts of nitrous acid
ron then clofe® the retort with a. glafs ftopper, tied on with a

' wet bladder. The mixture foon begins to effervefce and boil,

air bubbles are-difengaged, and fill the rectiver with a vapour,
whichg when condenfed into a fluid, yields nitric ether. The
precaution: of furnifhing the apparatus with an air tube, is, on
account of the elaftic fluid difengaged during the procefs, al-
ways neceffary, to fecure the operior from the danger of the
veffel being blown to pieces; a circumftance which is like-
wife confirmed by the experiments of Prof. Gottling, Berlin
Jabrbuch fir die Pharmacie. B. 111 p. 222.

~ Prof. Lowrrz has difcovered 2 very eafy method of depriv-
ing @ther of its alcohol, which will ‘prevent the neceflity of its
frequent re&ification, always attended with lofs. On pouring
the wther charged with alcobol upon dry muriat of lime, and

N

fufficiently agitating, the whole, the alcohol is abforbed, and

the zther brought to fuch purity and perfection, that its {pe-
cific gravity at the temperature of -~ 20° Reaum. is — 732.
¥f it be a fecond time diftilled over dry muriat of lime, it will

" fink even to 716. During the reétification, the xther arifes
_in the form of gas, 4and the receiver ought to be cooled with

fnow water, or ice broken fmall, in order to: condenfe it into
grops. Gren’s Fournal, B. 111. p. 313, :

2 Th%methad of rendeting alkalis cauflic, adopted by Prof.
T ROMMSDORF, is, on account "f:.iis facility, worthy of our
attention.  "T'o the boiling alk

- #mnely powdered quick lime, till the whole is perfectly fatu-

rated. The liquor is then filtered, and fubmitted. to the ufual
mode of treatment. The advantage of this procefs is, that

“the lime does not fo readily effervefce, as when flacked in wa-

ter, fo that the feparation of thealkaline Jey is much more eafily
effeted.— Pharmaceut. Experimental Chemies p. 146,

ine folution, he gradually adds

“Mr.
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| e 5 :
.~ Mr. KigcHHOFF has, according to the dire&ions of Prof.
owiTz, completely decompoled the oxyd of tungften, wia
{da; by mems of carbonat of potafs. He inceffantly tritu~
e powde] of the mineral, with a concentrated folu-
falt, till_the mixture aflumed the confiffence of a
and he afterwards expofed it to a moderate heat for
~ Prof. LowiTz promotes the procefs, by nearly
| evaporating a mixture of 1% 1b. of oxyd of tupgften, and 2 1b,
of vegetable atkaligwith 31b. of watej, at fourfucceffive times,
whife the whole muft be continually ftirre®. The muriatic
acid yielded, during the folution of the barytes, only 6 drachms
f refidue; a convincing proof of the deconfbofition of the
oxyd. Fournal der Pharmacie, B.111. p. 354, i
- —_— [ )

.Although Prof. TromMsDoRF does not entirely approve
of the mode adoptéd by Van Mons for the preparation of
magnefia, yet we are induced to recommend it as advantageous
to the attentive obferver ; we fhall therefore give the follow-
ing account of the procefs.’ A folution of the fulphat of magne-
fia and muriat of foda is pl#ted in a cellar, and left undifturbed
till a complete decompofition of the particles has taken place ;
from which, fulphat of foda and muriat of magnefia are pro-
duced.  Carbonat of lime is then added, to effet a new de-
gompofition, of which muriat of lime and ‘carbonat of mag-
nefia are the refult; the latter in the form of eryftals. That
the magnefia may not be ihtermixed with filicious earth, it is
.meceffary to ufe calcined oyfter fhells. As,- however, the juft
proportion of thefe fubftances ought to be previoufly’ afcer-
tained, which, as Prof. TRomMsporF jullly remarks, is at<
tended with fome difficulty, this procefs can be recommended
-only to the experienced operator.— Fournal der Pharmacie, B.
1L p.277. :

Bis
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anlz‘l-:n VASQUELIN communicated to the Philomatic Society
an obfervation on cryftals, formed by a mixture of oil of rofemaryN\
with a folution of gold. He obferved at the bottom of the veflel
fevéral clufters®f tranfparent needlés, confifting of quadrangular
prifms terminated by pyramids with féur fides. This fubﬁan.ce was
brittle, and had thetafte of oil of rofemary : the different experiments
to which he fubmitted it were not fufficient to difcover its pature ;
he only afcertained that it was not camphire, though M. Prouft afferts,
that he has found that fubftance in feveral volatile oils.—Rapport
Généraldes Travaux de la Société Philor. atigue de Paris, V. 1. P« 47+
* Cit. Va~n Mox's tran{mitted to the Society the. refult of an ex-
periment on melting fome eauftic potafs with metallic oxyds, ax.md"
particularly the oxyd of mercury,in which thefe fubftances emit~
ted a nitrous odour, whence he concluded that the potafs had
azote for its codftituent principle. ~ Cigizens Vauquelin and Hecht,
having’ been requefted -by the Socieg' to verify this affertion, de<
clared  that tiiey difcovered- no fimilar phenomenon. They re-
marked that the oxyd of mercury was reduced, without difcharging
a fingle bubble of oxygen gas, when they ufed a,retort of flint
glafs, but the Jiquor then became green: when expofed to the air,
it changed to a violet colour, and depofited a brown fediment,
which they difcovered to be manganefe. - The potafs contained a
quantity of filex; hence they concluded that the oxygen of the mer-
cury had pafled into the manganefe ; {0 that:the latter had been
diflolved by the potafs which corroded the retort. To confirm
this explanation, they repeated the experiment in a porcelain re-
tort, when the oxygen gas was difcharged, but the fubftance did
- rlot change its colour. "In é)oth experiments the potafs underwent
no s'hafé;;in its nature, and they obferved, that even if the nitric
acid fhould refult from the pro ¥ would neceffarily remain
«combined with the potafs, unlefs it was reduced to its elements,
+ ©xygen and azotic gas; in a very high'temperature.—76id. p. 49-

- Git. Vauquelin and Brongniart were appointed by the Society,

f0 authenticate the affertion of Valli, that the gluten of wheat and
the animal fibre, when treated with the acetic acid, change their
3 Sg : oo G § - pature;

s
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‘ fature; the wheat turning to feculence, and -the animal fibre to
y3 and that flour is one of the .alimentary fubftances which
ns theegreateft proportion of phofphat of lime. They found,
he contraryf that gluten and animal fibre, ‘when tritirated with
etic acid, readily diffolved, and after having continued fome
that ftat®, a few drops of alkali made them re-appear with
| "properties. They alfo difcovered, that a pound of flour
g’&ntajns only 84 grains of calcareous"phofpha.t.—[bid. Degt

b

. . e s IE Pt

o Cit. Bioxea®arT has repeated %the exp&iments made by Cit,
Benedi& Provoft, of Montauban, on the means of rendering the
cffluvia of odoriferous bodies perceptible to th® eye. . Thefe expe-
riments tend to prove, that all odoriferous bodies are furrounded
with an atmofphere of an elaftic fluid which is §orcibly difengaged,
—lbid. p. 52. . g2 : e

A . [ ] -
Cit. BovirLon LacranNce communicated a Memoir on cam-
phive and camphoric' acid. He has difcovered that camphire is a
volatile oil, rendercd concrete by carbon; that, on being diftilled
with alum in a retort, the carbon and volatile oil may be obtained
{feparately ;. and that camBhire; when treated with nitric acid, pros
duced an acid different from that of allkngwn vegetables.—14:d,

" * “The fame Member informed the Society of a Memoir read by
him to the National Inftitute, on the analyfis of cork, and on the
nature of the peculiar acid which he obtained from it; by means of
the nitric acid. . He alfo®extraéted from this fubftance a refinous
rr;‘atter, which by its foftnefs had great analogy to vegetable wax.—
dbid. - - : '

X

. Cit. Lamarx read to the Society feveral memoirs on the effen-
tial particles of compound bodies, the immutability of their forms,
and the unity_or identity of their nature. He eftablifhed as a prin~
ciple, that all homogeneous natural bodies were compofed of par-
ticles exactly fimilar t® each other, which remain aike as long as
‘the number, the&prop‘c)rtions, and the arrangement of the principles
~which compofe them remain the fame; that the agoregate of thefe
particles conftitiites the perceptible maffes of bodies; that in the
aé of their combination, a dilunion of the principles of the inte-
gral particles takes place ; that the combination being S’é’e made,
the component parts agaig form homogerieous bodies, the integral
particles of which have particular and conftant forms, as well as
thafe which compofe then!'; and that'mere aggregation occafions
the heterogeneity of bodies. From thefe affertions he concludes,
that twofold and threefold component parts do not exift in the
‘manner which modern chemifts have.maintained, and that the re-
fiduam or produce of chemical operations is not contained in be-
‘dies' fubmitted to analyfis.—lbid. p. 6. . . @

. “Numper XL, . : ‘ e N Xy aa o
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Cit. Lacrorx read the refult of fome experiments which he had -
begun on the analyfis of fnow water: he obferves, that the elaftic
fluid which efcapes on melting {fnow, contains only gwenty-thr
parts of oxygen gas.—1bid. p. 57. 7

Cit. LEL1EvRE communicated a report made tg the Comi
of Public Welfare, on the extra&ion of foda from marine falt. w
called the attention of the Society to the procefs ufed at Javelle, to_
extract foda from thefulphat of foda, by means of iron reduced to
{mall pieces. - On the procefs esmployed by Citizer< LezLane und
PDize, in which the fulphat of foda is decompofed by means of
carbon and cha'k, and on that invented by Citizens MaLHERBE
and ATenas, which confifts of immediately decompofing the mu-
viat of foda by the fulphat of iron, he obiferved, that the laft
method appears the moft advantageous, on account of the great
abundance of pyrites, which .may be employed for this purpofe.—
Jbid. } & g

A Memoir having been prefented to the Society, in which fe-
veral means were propofed for the prefervation of water in long
voyages, and particularly that of violently fhaking ftagnated water
to combine with it a large quantity of tmofpberic air, Cit. Vau-
QuEeLIN announced, that an individual had fuccefsfully ufed lime
water, with which he wafhed the infide of the cafks, und which,
by changing inte calcarepus carbonat, effectually prevented putre-
faction—1bid, p. 61. : % oAt

. ST ———— ? 7

Cit. L¥resure flated, that havingibought fpoons which he
{fuppofed to be tin, his family, foon after ufing them, were afflicted
with colics; in confequence of which he refolved to analize their
compofition. He afcertained by his experiments, that the fpoons
were made of feventy parts of tin, twenty of lead, and ten o cop-
per; bence he attributed their pernicious effects entirely to the lead,
and added fome obfervations on the danger of making culinary
utenfils of thofe combined merals.—74:4. p. 63. o

3 b . I

“Cit, Girop CHANTRAN communicated an experiment, which

tended to prove the antifceptic. property of-beer. He put a piece
pf{neat, which was entirely fly-blown, into a veffel that centained -

a certain quantity of beer ; the liquor became tainted with a putrid

“{mell ; -aeéd after it was draw? off, the meat was fufficiently purified

to make good broth, and had not aﬁi}fagrecablg tafte.  Several ex»

* periments made by the fame phyfician, .onvinced him of the anti-

- {ceptic virtues of that beverage.—74:d. 1,68. :

- Cit. Bouvier read a Memoir on the procefs employed to ex-
tract oil of juniper from the juniperus oxiacantba; and on the dif-
. derence between that oil and the oil of gabian, with which it is

confounded in commerce. . This oil is ufgd for the cure of cu-

tancous” difeafes of animals,—/4i4.
= At : : ; Cit‘
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e OAE: fIavy ftated the means which be had fuccefsfully employed,
* to preferve ghe natural colour in the petals of a great number of
_dried flowegs: It was only neceffary to immerfe them for fome
eminutes in alcghol.  The colours at firft faded, butiga {hort time
 they refumed their natural tint, which remained permanently fixed.
The author s fglly convinced of the fuccefs of this experiment, as
‘he made it ten years ago on the flowers of various plants, parti-
‘culacly the Fiola odorata; Geranium [anguineum, and Ficia dume-
Forum.—1bid. p. 69. ; ‘®

o

O ) L] o . e gy ° :

* M.Lvctus, an apothecary at Cleves, having filled a jar with
finely pulverized hxmatites, obferved that the particles which ad<
hered to the furface of the glafs; had affumed®a black colour and
metallic luftre. There remains no doubg, that this phznomenon
muft be afcribed to fhe influence of light, as-enly the minute par-
ticles of the hzmatites, which had been expofed fo the rays of
light through thg glafs, underwent this change ; but thofe in the
middle of the veffel remained ‘in the fame ftate as before. The
épinion of M. Lucius is ‘therefore very plaufible. that an imper-
feét reduétion of the metal may have faken place, fimilar to what
happens with the luna cornea. Gottling’s Lufchenb. 1797, P+ 110.

When Dr. Scuerer was preparing oxydated azote for chemieal
experiments, by diffolved tinfoil 4nd zinc in a much diluted nitrous
acid, he remarked the fingular phznomenon; that though this gas

“was neither affeéted by oxygen mor nitrous gas, yet ignited phof-
“Pphorus, as well as a lighted miarch, continued fo burn in it with
rapidity. Gren's JournalgB. I11. p. 312. : o

- From a number of experiments, inftituted to difcover the affinity
between oxygenated muriatic acid and earths, Prof. Tromms-
'DOKF-was convinced, that this acid entered into no combination’
with magnefia ; but with lime it formed a falt which confifted of-
triangular, acuminated, and radiated diverging prifms. This fale,
during its folution in water, produced an increaied temperature, and
was different in its otherproperties from the muriat of lime. Ar-
_gillayielded a falt that could not be cryftallized, afid was likewife
diffefent from the muriat of that earth. Fourn. der Pharm. B. 111,
L . A
The fame chemift repeated the cxperiments of M. QSBURG, t6
‘difcover whether lime were a conftituent of the fixed vegetable
alkali; and whether ma@nefia® effentially contributed to the forma-
tion of mineral alkali.  Wahen theéfe falts were expofed to a red heat
§nt earthen and porcelain crucibles, and afterwards diffolved: in dif~
tilled water, fome filex and argilla were feparated. But on ex*
pofing the cryftallized carbonat of vegetable alkali, and likewife
- fome cryftals of foda in powder, to’a red heat, twelve different
times in a filver crucible, and diffolving them as often in diftilled
“water, thé Profi’could not difcover the fmalleft particlg%fi earth.
- ‘He'is confequently induced to belicve, that we are not yet -en,abl;fc_l
W x s i N 2 T El R
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to decompofe the fixed alkalies into their conftituent parts..' Fomrni
der.Pharm. B. 111, p. 173. B

: ® “ Tovy b . B
< *Doimeftic - Intelligence. o j
THE Vaccine Pock Inoculation has been found by many »praé:tii

tioners to produce, ip fome inftances, eruptions even refe'mb]ir}g =
thofe of the Small ]’oclﬁ; and thg matter of thofe cafes har beep alfo
fouud to produce fimilhr eruptive cafes. Hence, in praitice, thes
rule has been, fince thefe obfervations were made, to avoid inocu-
lating with the matt®r of patients who had fuch eruptions, = Differ-
ent opinions have been entertained as to the caufes of thefe erup-
tions, and the occugrence of them have occafioned the credit of the
Cow-pock Inoculation tofuffer confiderably in the opinion of many
perfons.  Dr. Pearson has favoured us with a paper on this part
of the Hiftory of the Cow-pock, in which he eftimates the value of
the new practice, on the fuppofition that fuch eruptive cafes‘are
unavoidable in a certain proportion. The paper came too late
for infertion.in this number, but will be given in our next. .In the
mean time, we have the fatisfaction to angounce, that thefe cafes do
ot reduce the value of the Cow-pock Inoculationin a great de-.
gree, and that advantages unexpeéted are now manifeft, which more
than counter balance the difadvantage of eruptions. £ -

A e #
Dr. Braprey wjll commence his Spripg Courfe.of Leftures. on
the Theorzr ‘and Pratice of Medicine, on Monday, January 2etbf‘
at the Le&ture-Room, No. 102, Leadenhsll-fireet, at Six o’Cloc
in the Evening, “Terms, Three Guineas, . 4 .-,
Mr. Pearsox will commence his Spring Courfe of Le@dres on
. Surgery, at his houfe in Golden-Square, on Monday, January 2oth,
at Seven o’Clock-in the Evening. : TR &

Dr. Mossman, of Bradford, Yorkfhire, has, for feveral years,
" been employed in writing an < Effay fo elucidate the Nature, Ori-
gin, and Connection fubfifting between Scpopbula and Glandular
Confumption ; including, a Briet Hiftory of the Effe@s of Zlinley
Spag with Obfervations ons the Medicinal Powers 6f Digitaliss .
and Striagx;es on fome Opinians relative to that Plant.”—We are,
however, ‘authorifed to obferve, that this Effay will contain no
cafes of the effefts of Digitalis in Pulsonary Confumption ; as Dr..
Mofsman will obligingly continue to communicaté them through
the medium of our Journal, and has promifed to tran{mit to us fes .
veral very remarkable cafes, for our. next Number. B

St

We underftand that the Eighth Volume of . ¢ Medical Fa&s and
Obfervations, by Dr. Simmoxns,” is now in the Prefs, and«wa 4
ﬁabli(he&)’toward the‘e_gd.:ofjanuary, or early in thgqgry nes Faay
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Pharmacopwa Boruffica, 1799, 243 pp. quarto, Berlin, Decker.

L ]

" The laft edition of the Pruffian Difpenfatory appeared in 1781,
and has Jong maigtained a diftinguifhed place among the foreign
Pharmacopeeas ; but the rapid progrefs of -Chemiftry and other
auxiliary fciences, together with various attempts made: by indivi-
duals to compofe fyitems of pharmacy, more confiftent with the
prefent ftate of medical knowledge, induced the Prufian College to
publifh a new and correte® Difpenfatory. To accomplifh this de-
firable purpofe, the prefent minifter of the literary department,
Count pe ScHULENBURG-KEHNERT, appointed a commiitee of
the moft able and experienced phyficians in the kingdom, who-have
honoyrably acquitted themfelves of their charge. .
= Although the authors of this work have carefully expunged many

of the old and abfurd compofitions of drugs, and: {fubftituged others

more fimple and lefs’ liable to decompofition, yet, in our.opinion,
thuch remains to be' done in this eflential department of medical
“practice.  To verify this affértion, ?fhall quote fome of the com=-
pound remedies which flill confift of fix or eight different ingre-

dients; forinftance, the aromatic water, and the fomachic elixir of .

the Berlin College: the former is prepared by diftilling eight

ounces of fage leaves, four ounces of rofemary, the fanie quantity
- of peppermint and- lagender flowers, two ounces of fennel-feed,
“two ounces of cinnamon, four pounds of reétified {pu#t of wine, and

a proportionate quantity of water.. The latter is:rather more com-
_ plicated, and requires the following procefs: Four ounces of ripe
worange peel, two ounces of the unripe peel, a fimilar quantits of

.cinnamon, and one ounce of aérated dry vegetable alkali, are firft

infufed in four pounds of Malaga wine, and left for feveral days to

digeft in a warm place ; ager vahich the tincture is properly firained,
and then are added four guncesof bitter extract, two drachms of -
the oil of lemons, and two ounces of the anodyne liquor.—Inftead
of the former. peffaral elixir, the authors recommend a folution of -
ified ektra&t of liguorice in* fix ounces of fennel-water, with -
ceof Jaudanum, and fix ounces of fpirit of
lireions here givenfor preparing the tooth-
f afafcerida, the extract of .quaffia; ‘aed fcvgﬁi
e : : 2 other
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other medicines, appear to us fufceptible of improvct;.\ent, or at
leaft fimplification of the procels, Upon the whole, however,
the prefent work defcrves the preference over moft other foreign |
Pharmacopeeas, and will doubtlefs be {ftill farther improve

fequerit eflitions. ; A

Obferwations on the Difeafes of Seamen, by G. ﬁux’w‘z,( Do&C.
“ the third edition, with corrections and additions, &vo. pp. 650«
London, Murray and Highley. : |
The former editions of this work, as well as the-meri of the
author, are too wel: known to medical readers,- to require #hy
thing more from us, than merely the announce of a new edition.
_We cannot, howeter, difmifs this third edition, without obferving,
; the correétions and additions are fo important, as almoft to
- entitle it to the gxpe&ations of 2 new work. Among thefe addi-
tions, we notice a chapter on ulcers, which Dr. B. believes are
frequently .contagious ; and a chapter on cafgalties. Dr. B.ap-
proves of the nitrous fumigation, recemmeénded by Dr. C Smith,
as a means of eradicating infection, in preference to his own fumi-
gation with fulphur and charcoal. . s D
"The affofion of cold water in fevers is mentioned, but not on
the author’s own experience. In a woed; Dr. B. appears-to have
-negleéted no fources of information, fincé the publication of the
-preceding edition. ; ’
Medical Cafes and Remarks, Part L. on the good Effelts of Saliva-
- tion: in Jaundice, arifing from Calculi. - Part IV on the Free Ufe.
-of Nitr= in Hemorrhages. By T. Gisgans, M. D. 8vo. pp. 1co.
London, Murray, &e. . . & #
.. Dr. G. has advanced twelve cafes of jaundice, in fupport of his
opinion refpecting the folyent powers of calomel; from which it
appears to be a valuable remedy in that difeafe. The ufual for-
mulz are: rausts
- .. B Calomel. gr. j. Pulv. Rhei et Confeét. Opiat aa.gr. v. Syr. q.
. s.f. bolus bis die fumendus; or; - *
Bc- Calomel. Pil. aloes et Confe&. Opigt. aa. gr. iij. Syr.q.s.
- £ bolus inane & vefpere fumendus ; which are continued till:
.- the mouth becomes affeted. , ik
In the 2d Part, Dr. G. in cafes of hzemorrhage gives Nitre in
dofes of 3j. every four or five hours, with apparent fuccefs: -Some
opinions refpeéting the modue operandi are given by the Author,
and his :_éead, Dr. Drake. The work concludes with fome obfer-
vations on the ‘abufe of flannel waitcoatr next the tkin, which-Dr.

G. believes are generally worn too long without wathing.

- Some Obfervations on the Bilious Fevers of 1795, 1798, and 1799, b
~ R.Pearson, M. D. Phyfician to th?e éene‘ral,depitalg,zx’r@g
- Birmingham, &c. 8vo. pp. zo . London.  Seeley, &c. "

In an advertifement prefixed to this pamphlet, Dr. P. fays, < It .
s falle¥ 1o my lot to fee the Fever deicrioed in sthe following
e e pages,

g

i e
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_ pages, throughout all its ftages, and under a vaft variety of forms,
in this town and neighbourhood. Obferving fomething anomalous

- an culiar w1 its character, I was induced to watch 1t with clofe

e B h;c offer fuch faéts relative to its hiftoryand treat-

eit, as my exprience has hitherto furnithed.. They are but the

| prélude of a mored complete fet of obfervations, which I hope to

~ communicate “hereafter. In the mean time, I flatter myfelf this.

- {mall pamphlet will be of fome ufe, by calling forth the attention

i of Medical Pratitioners to the trae nature andeproper treatment of
‘that pklemit.” o 3 e ..

*On the diftin&tion between this fever and typhus, -Dr. P. obferves,
¢ In its firft ftage, this fever did not appear to be contagious ; but
it was evidently fo after the eleventh or fourteehth day, when the
typhoid ftate was'induced. At this period it fpread, in many in-
ftances, through whole families. The contagieus: nature of this
fever has procured it very generally the name of Typhus; from
which, however, i differs (1ft) in being accompanied, during its
firft ftage, with little mufcular debility ; (2dly) in being accompa-
nied with'd more tenfe pulfe ; (3dly) with more violent head-ach,
vomitings, and fenfibility of the ftomach ; and (4thly) in being,
for the moft part, of a remittent or intermittent type.  Unlike ty-

*_phus, it not only bears, bul requires large evacuations upwards and
downwards, and fome lofs of blood. A diarrheea, fo frequently
hurtful, and even mortal, in typhus, is, in this fever, for the moft
part falutary.” ‘

* The treatment recommended, confifts in V- S. or the ufe of
feeches, during the firft three or four days in particular fubjeéts 3
€metics, purgatives of @lomel, and neutral {falts; of calomel
joined with antimonial poewder ; faline febrifuges, with antimo-
nial or ipecac. wine; opiates appeated to anfwer beft in clyfters, and
thefe, as well as|blifters, fucceeded beiter after the firft week than
during the firft five or fix days, unlefs when lethargic fymptoms
appeared. ; : s .
When the febrile {fymptoms abated, bitters feemed to anfwer
better than the  bark. — Particular fymptoms required particular
treatment ; for an acaount of thefe, we refer to the work itfelf,
which will well repay the perufal. 2 i '

£ NEW MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS IN DECEMBER. iy

AN Eflay on the Prefervation of Shipwrecked Ma,rineii,“iin An
fwer.to the Prize-queftions propoied by the Royal Humane Society-
By A Formeseiir, M. D, F. R. S. &c. 8vo. 61 pp. Price

2s.6d.  Londom, Johnfop. . -~ +. ST 3

An Effay. on the Means of leflening the Effeés of Fire on the
: anBody. By James EArcre, Efg. F.R.S. &c. &c. 8vo,
44 pp. Loxzdon, Johnfon. : Solnse s R
The Art or Maintaining Feeble Life; and of prolonging it in in-
€urable Difeafes. < Yranflated from the German of CEgIsTIAT
Ave, Struve, M. D. 8vo. Lizdon, Murray and Highleybbf :

! e ; Rt {erva-
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Obfervations on' the Bilions-Fever of “1797-8-9. " By Ricuarp
Prarson, M. D. 15. 6d. London, Baldwin. fie et

The Firft Partof an Effay on the Anti-venereal Effafts of Nitrous
Aeid, oxygenated Muriate of Potafh, and feverafjanalogous Remt-
diess which -have been lately propofed as {ubftitytes for Mereury. .
Yikewife, the Second Part of this Effay, coftaining additional
Evidence, with critical and praétical Remarks on the Anti-venereal
Remedies ; and an anfwer to fomne Objeétions made againft the
former Part. By Wirtiam Brair, A. M. F. R. S. Londen,
H. D. Symonds, 1 ] : oo Y e

‘e ;
NEW PUBLICATIONS IN GERMANY.

® / .

Phyfiologic philofophifech bearbeitet, i. e. Phyfiology arranged upon
Philofophic Principles. By CuarLEs CugisTian ErHARD
Scumrp, Profeffor of Divinity at Jena. Voi. L. 1798. xxxiv. and
362 pp- Vol. II. 1799. viii. and 670 pp. 8vo. (Price 2 rixdoll.
18 gr. or 11s. in fheets.)  Jena, in the Univerfity Shop.

Handbuch der thearetifchen und praktifchen Chemie; 1. e. A Manual
of the Theory and Pracice of Chemifiry. By J. F. A. GoeTrLiNG,
Prof. in the Univerfity of Jena, and Member of feveral learned
Socicties.  Two Volumes ; together 1089 pp. 8vo. 1799. (Price
3 rixdoll. 4 gr. or about 13s:) Fena, in the Univerfity Shop.

Sam. TaoM. SOEMMERING, Jrones embryonum humanorum, 19 pp.

yayal folio, 17994  (Price 6 rixdoll. or1l. 4s.) Varrentrapp and
Venner. « Frankfurt on the Maine. o : :

Filicum genera et Jpecies recentiori methodo ~accommodate analytice
deferiptas @ JOANNE Hepwie, M. D. ac Profeflore Botanices, &¢,
Ieonibus ad naturam piltis illujirate, @ ROMANO ADOLPHO, flio,
:Phil. et Med. Do&.-1799.—Five fheets and a half Text, and fix
coloured plates, folio,” (price 3 rixdoll. or about 12s.) Leipzig.
Schafer. : ; : >

Dic neueflen Entdeckungen, 8&c. The lateft Difcoveries and Iluftra-
tions in Medicine, fyftematically arranged., By F.L. AvcusTIn,

‘M. D. Phyffcian at Berlin, &c. Vol I. for 1798, 8vo. 564 pp--
1799. (Price 1 rixdoll. 12 gr. or about 6s.) Beriin. Felifch. -

Unterricht in der Wundarzneykunft, &c.~ Inftruétions-in the Art
of *Surgery, compofed for the ufe of Academical Lectures. By
Me1265R, 8vo. 472 pp. (pwmice I rixdoll. 6 gr.or 5s.) Konigfberg,
Hartung., : ; £ - <
" Syffem dev: Chirurgie, 4. e.. A Syftem of Surgery, by ArnE-
MANN, with plates, Part 1. Seét. 1. 8v0.-336 pp. (price 1 rixd.
or 4s.)  Gottingen. Ve andenhiok and Ruprechts ¢ s

o TO CORRESPONDENTS, '~ . 7
€ Befidithofe awhich appear: in the prefert: Numaber, aue. acknowledpe .
he receipt of Communications from Dr. Dyce and Dr, Kinglake 3 Mr.
Lwisch, My, Dockery and My. Whyte. ; 7 :
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