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wall, - Cannot thesa brotherly  relations be
resumed and maintained ?”’

-Bir James Meston's observations hold good
for other parts of India"ulso as is testified
by the recent increase of cow-killing riots
of which one #sldom heard before,

Imyuelf quite remember’ the  time when
there was consgiderable concord among the
Hindus and Mahomedans, and among, the
various castes of the former, when there
was a well-recognised place for them all in
social  and - religious Ieshvmas, and when
the spirit.of mutual social service pervaded
them, Now there is discord everywhere,
and the perverse oult of ‘“‘canst thou Kkill
me or can I'kill thee™ has been permea.tmg
all sections of the community.

“The causes which have
lamentable state of things would be strongly
vainforeed by uommunai ropresentation: I
mast’ say in justice fo the illustrious suthors
that, in this tespect, the leaders ' of the
Indisn National Congrevs showed  the way;
and the justness of . bheir. criticism  on . the
way in which the pohﬁmul umdn bebweeu
Hindus and Muslims ' was " achieved .
December, 1916, cannot: be disputed. The

Hindu and Muslim lea.ders sacrificed perma- -

nent to temporary, national to.communal
ini;a:ests_.
in thinking that *so long as the two com-
munities: entertain anything like their present

views as to the separateness of  their
luberasts." they oa.nuoh achieve unlty of
purpose or community of . interest.” ~They -

a&rongly condemn communal
tion a8 a, _ very serious
to. the developmenb of the self-govern-
ing ‘ principle.”
should be granted to the Muhammadans
and the Sikhs, This .is like piling faggots
en fire while bewailing its destructive
effects. The argument they adduce for the
stsp they recgmmsnd is' very iu.lla.elous
"The Muhammadana ‘they. say "' regard

i tation and communal
eleotora.bes as theik only adequate safeguards.
But apart from s pledge which’ we must
honour until we are released from it, we
are hound to see that the community secures
adequate representation in the new Councils.
How can we say to them that we regard
the decision of 1909 as mistaken, that its
retention is
towards responsible government,

VOL. 111,

reprasent&-

mNDU

led to this

The auﬁhors are quite justified:

hindrance

Yet. they suggest that it .

An India. .
incompatible with progress
that ite

MESBAGE. 106

reversal will eventually be to their benefit;
and that for these reasons we have decided
to go back on it ?"' -

The circumstances under which sopn.mta
electorates were granted to the Muslims in
1909. were quite different from those of the
present year. The Morley-Minto Reforms
did not contemplate Parliamentary Responsi-
ble Government, The Legislative Councils
were expanded, but their advisory character
remained unchanged; and communal repre-
sentation on advisory councils csnnot do
much harm if-any.” But -the scheme formu-
lated by our authors professes to lead to

Responsible ~ Parliamentary Government ;
and they themselves - show that com-
munal representation would be suicidal

to it'and to the nationhood they want to
aall forth. T see” no valid reason ‘why they
ere bound to. 8ss that the Mubatumadany
should geeurs - “edequate repregentation in
the new Cotncils” any more than Pauchemas,
the Kols; the Khasiag or obher sections of
the ‘Indian: nation, why they cannot tell
the Muslimg, that -the deeision of 1909, if ,
not mistaken,” was arrived at under condi-
tions anhrely different from the present,
that ‘“ite retention is incompatible with
progiress towards responalble government,

as they know full well it is, and “that its

. reversal will eventually be to. their benefit,”

ag they must firmly believe it will be: In
fact, not to say so shows a want 'of moral
courage which one - does not expect to find
in men ofthe calibre of our authors.- -What
would one say of & parent who knowing
very well that a certain thing would, be
highly injurious fo his children still gives it
to them simply because tihey clamour for it ?

Special ‘representsfion is also ..recom-
mended- for the Bikhs apparently on the
ground that ‘they supply a . gnllank and
valuable element to the Indian Army.” The,
authors are fully aware of the anormlty of
the evxls of communal representation. Yef

-they give it to the Sikhs as a reward for

their good eervices! There are other com-
munitieg who have already ®egun to agitate,
and will not cense to agitate until they get
the same right as the Muslims and the Sikhs.
Thus class will be set against class, and-
seeli a.ga.mlls sect in & way hitherto unknown
* Oall forth nationhood ! indeed |
On the confrary the nation that was would 5
be disintegrated in no time. Where would
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