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were the leading agricultural nation of the ancient
world. It was pointed out by Dr Caldwell long ago
that the people who used ¢ the burial urns” must
have been an agricultural race as brass and iron
implements of agriculture were often found buried
in their graves, and it excited the sarprise of Dr.
Caldwell that, although these vestiges of ancient
graves were found scattered over many parts of
India and especially of South India, no mention
whatever was made of them in Sanskrit literature.
To Dr. Caldwell, Sanskrit was the only literary
languige of ancient Iudia, and its silence on -the
subject, therefore, appeared to him remarkable. Bub
there need be no uncertainty now as to the particular
people who made use of urns (rwgsry) for burial
and who brought into being the Pandu Kulies,
cromlechs, tumnli &e., which are to be found in great
abundance in all parts of South India—that race being
now identified with the ancestors of the present
Tamilian races. Hven at this day the Tamils have
not lost their aptitude for agricultural pursuits
which characterised their ancestors. Nol many
years ago the Director of the Botanical Gardens
Ceylon, reporting on the condition of agriculture in
the districts occupied by the Tamils, wrote to the
effect that, in the matter of agricultural efficiencys
the Tamils of Ceylon were several centuries ahead of
their Singhalese fellow—subjects. Besides this the
ten Idylls of the Madura Sangam deseribe a highly
developed state of agriculture in the countries em-
braced by the three kingdoms of the South nearly
two thousand years ago. In the Mahawansa of the
Singhalese ws read that, in the kingdom of the
Kalinga Tamilians, agriculture was systemutically
carried on by means of irrigation in the 7th Century
B. C. and that the Pandian Princess who became the
Queen Consort of King Vijiya I of Ceylon in the
6th Century B. C., was accompanied to Ceylonby 5
sorts of tradesmen. With the services of the Pancha-
kammalars at his command for the manufacture of
all the necessary implements of his profession, the
Tamilian agriculturist was an expert in his calling
whose superior knowledge of the art was recognised
even in countries far beyond the limits of his own.
A learned writer in a recentissue of the Journal of the
Anthropological Society of Australia maintains that
“to India came the Pun veyagers and established “a
«trade for the rice and other things grown by the
« Dravidians. Voyagers from India went to Babylonia

“by way of the Persian Gulf. These are known in
“their traditions as BEa-Khan or Oannies (Vannis=
“aanaflui ?) subsequently deified as fish-god. He
“sailed from Dvaraka. The Dravidians i North India
were the ancient cultivators of rice” —Another writer
in an issue also of the same Journal boldly asserts
“that the traditions of the pre-historic times are
“receiving constant confirmation by the recent dis-
‘“‘coveries, none can doubt;and these assert that Indian
“trading went on from Dwaraka and other settlement
“near the mouth of the Indus. The prehistoric
“ traditions say that Ea-khan came in his ark or vessel
‘““across the Persian gulf and taught the early Baby-
“lonians their arts and cultures” The above lines
which I have quoted atlength from a leading scientific
jonrnal are sufficient to contradict and refute the
late Dr. Caldwell’s theory that the ancient Tamils
owed all their knowledge of the superior arts
and branches of learning to the Aryas. Had the
learned Doctor been alive to-day he would have seen
how baseless and invalid many of his conclusions are
regarding the ancient civilization of the South Indi-
an races, in the light of modern discoveries. He
could have also found out to his great surprise that
“the race who made the elegant and richly glossed
¢ potteries, the implements of iron, the representa-
“ tions of processions with musical instruments and
“led horses rudely sculptured on the side of the
‘ oromlechs, all of which denoting a civilization
¢ among them superior to that of the Celts” were none
but the ancestors of the present Tamilian races. (Vide
Comparative Grammar). “Itis necessary to sup-
pose ”’, the learned doctor goes on to say, « that they
 (the authors of the pottery &c) kept themselves
*“ separate from the various races that entered India
“ subsequently and that they imitated the civiliza-
¢ tion of the newer immigrants without abandoning
“ their peculiarities.” How well these remarks
accord with facts only those acquainted with
the character of the Tamils can understand. The
unobstrusive obstinacy and conservatism of the
Tamilian races must be patent to any careful observer
‘of their ways and customs. Indeed it is this peculiar
characteristic of this ancient race that has successfully
withstood so many waves of foreign invasions and
influences and even to the present day has preserved
many old traits and features in society, religion and
politics that now serve to the diligent inquirer as a
torch to light up their prehistoric eonnections and
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