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NOTES AND NEWS.

IR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN has been busily en-
gaged during the past few weeks in organising a
National Famine Union upon the lines explained in his
letters to the “Times,’ which were reproduced in our
columns.  The matter has not yet reached a stage at
which a detailed public statement is desirable, but our
readers, we are very sure, will be glad to know that the:
movement is proceeding most satisfactorily. Sir William
Wedderburn's two letters ‘to the “ Times’ have been re-
printed in leaflet form, and circulated to gentlenmen whose
position and experience will make their co-operation
valuable. Arrangements are now being made for a pre-
limmary Conference at which it is propesed to form a
Provisional Committee, the object of the Union being to
obtain a searching economic enquiry into the condition,
of a few typical Indian villages in order that, the causes
of the rayat’s destitution being ascertaimed, suitable mea-
sures may be adopted for the prevention, as distinguished
from the relief, of famine. Needless to say, anything im
the nature of a party political colour is being scrupulously
avoided, and the assistance of competent men of all par-
ties is being secured. Meantime it'is interesting to note
that an enquiry very much upon the lines proposed was
conducted a few years ago by Mr. S. S. Thorburn; Com-
missioner of the Rawalpindi division, and the results were
stated in a valuable “Report on Peasant Indebtedness
and Land Alienations to Money-lenders in part of the
Rawalpindi Division,” which was printed at Lahore in
1896. As will be seen from the notice of question printed
on another page of our present issue, Mr. Caine proposes
to ask the Secretary of State to publish this important
document as a Parliamentary paper. A considerable
number of copies, we imagine, are available in India, and
if these were sent home the Blue-book might be presented,
without any considerable expenditure of time or money,
by the simple expedient of putting the requisite blue cover
upon. the pages. We suggested this simple plan to the
India Office some time ago with regard to Indian Blue-
books generally, and we are glad to see that the sugges-
tion has to a great extent been followed.

How comes it/ that the British Press is no longer sup-
plied by the India Office with telegrams regarding the
progress of the famine in India? Has the Viceroy ceased
to kecp the Scerctary of State informed? The last official
telegram which appeared in the Tondon newspaper was
dated February 18:.. The number of persons then in re-
ceipt of relief was given as 211,000 (Bombay 171,000). A
telegram dated four days earlier (February 14), also from
the Viceroy, reported the number on relief as 214,000.
“ Greater pressure,” it said, ““is expected in the affected
area after the reaping of the scanty harvests there.” Since
that time there has been, so far as we can discover, no
official communication to the press ati home. But the
famine is manifestly growing more serious, as may be
seen from the Anglo-Indian journals to hand by the:last
mail.

For example, the ¢ Times of India ” (April 20) says:—

The Government of India have authorized the Government of
Bengal to pass free of eustoms duty up to September 30, 1901,
articles which may be imported into India for free distribution
to famine-stricken people. :

There are still 291,000 persons on relief, showing an increase
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of 23,000 during the past week. Of this increase the Bombay
Presidency claims 13,600 and Hyderabad 6,600.

There are now over 300,000 persons on relief in India, the
numbers in the Bombay Presidency having increased by 32,000
during the last week.

And the “ Pioneer Mail ” (April 19) says:—

The latest famine returns show an increase of 13,643 in the

British districts of Bombay; and 1,720 in Bombay Native
States. There are now over quarter of a million Persons on re-
lief in the Bombay Presidency as a whole.
Lt will be seen that the numbers on relief in the Bombay
Presidency have increased from 171,000 on February 18
to more than 250,000 on April 19. We hope some mem-
ber of the House of Commons will ask the Secretary of
State for the latest figures, and at the same time enquire
as to the reason why the supply of the regular official tele-
grams to the British Press has been stopped. The effect,
is to make the public believe that the famine in India is
past and gone.

When the horrors of famine are spoken of our imagina-
tion travels over barren fields to dying cattle and starving
men, but these are not: the only, perhaps not the worst or
the most enduring of the calamities that famine brings.
In the police reports of the Bombay Presidency for the
year 1899 there is a chart of murder and robbery, which
shows how in 1897 the line of crime rose suddenly far
beyond what it had been in 1897. In 1898 it fell, to rise
again in 1899, when famine once more appeared. So
that the unfortunate people of India pay with their souls
as well as with their bodies. Hunger is not the only ill
from which the famine-stricken suffer. In the train of
famine comes moral degradation and crime, and all the
miseries that result from the punishment of crime.

But great as is the general increase of crime in Bom-
bay, the Report of the Thagi and Dakaiti Department for:
the year 1899, lately issued by Mr. D. E. McCracken, tells
of an even more serious growth of crime in Rajputana
and Central India. Bands of starving Bhils roamed
about the country “looting grain convays, and in many
cases emulating the deeds and swelling the ranks of pro-
fessional dakaits,” The “Friend of India’ extracts
from the Report some almost ineredible figures. In 1899
there were 1792 dakaities, in which 62,715 persons were
believed to have been engaged. In 1898 the figures were
599 and 8,202. Not only were there nearly three times
as many dakaities in 1899, but the average number im
each gang rose from 13 to 35. In the same time the
number of persons murdered increased from 41 to 169,
and of the wounded from 287 to 1,275. Two facts are
remarkable : one, that the bunniahs’ books were seldom.
burnt, the village shop being much more frequently at-
tacked ; the cther, that this exceptional increase of crime
was confined to the famine area, Hyderabad showing a
decrease. Famine drives the people to crime, and it is
to bs feared that, with some, crime once begun continues
long after the famine has passed away.

The speech of the Viceroy at the close of the discussion
on the Budget has been received with general praise, but
there are one or two points connected with his treatment
of the agrarian problem concerning which the “ Friend
of India ” does not: find itself in agreement with his views.
The first relates to the railways. Our contemporary is
quite prepared to admit that the country has benefited by
the railways, and that it is desirable to extend them. But
it contends that Lord Curzon makes too light of the real
drawbacks. The general cessation of the storage of grain
might be no loss if the cultivator could sell it in open
market and retain part of the proceeds of the saleyas an
insurance against famine. But this is not what actually
takes place. Usually, the crop is sold at less than the ®
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- market rate to the money-lender, and only a very small
part of the price is paid over to the peasant. The com-
parison is not between a store of grain and a store of
money, but between a store of grain and * less than am
equivalent credit in a loan account, the balance of which
is always against the cultivator and always growing.”
This distinction Lord Curzon does not seem to have recog-
nised.

But there are other points on which our contemporary
finds Lord Curzon's treatment of the subject unsatisfac-
tory. His lordship declares it a fallacy to suppose thay
the export of food has raised prices to “a prohibitive
level ” ; for, as he tells us, the food exported only amounts
to three per cent. of the foed produced. Now, in the first
place, even an export of three per cent. must tend to
raise prices; and secondly, the extent to which it ‘will
raise prices will not depend on the proportion the ex-
ported food bears to the whole. Hconomically, the rise
of prices does not depend on this ratio. If there be not

sufficient food for the needs of the country without this,

three per cent., then its export will raise prices out of all
proportion.  Lord Curzon also offered some figures to
show that between the time of the Famine Commission of
1880 and the Agricultural Commission of 1898 the in-
come of the population per head had risen from Rs. 27 to
Rs. 30. Rs. 30 is little enough, though the increase would
be satisfactory, but the  Friend of India * had no diffi-
culty in showing that the estimates are largely conjec-
tural. Tt is only willing to allow that there has probably
been no decrease, and even some small merease owing to
vhie extension of irrigation.

As a preliminary to these enquiries into the average
income of the people, ILord Curzon bespoke a
general assent for certain propositions, which are
only a restatement of the thcories of the late Mr.
Maithus. We are told that the population goes on in-
creasing faster than the area of fresh ground available.
The Government cannot fight against the laws of nature.
It may find some  non-agricultural sources of income *’;
otherwise the income will deerease. But this Vicercgal
dose of Malthusianism is too much for the “ Friend of
Tndia,” and is indeed a curious instance of how discredited
economic doctrines find a last refuge in India. Our con-
temporary is in full agreement with Lord Curzon as ta
the desirability of finding other sources of income. But
it demurs to the proposition that the opening up of new
areas is the only way of adding to the income derived
from agriculture. There is surely such a thing as the
improvement of cultivation and making the same avea
give a greater yield. The agricultural output in Eng-
land during the eighteenth century is generally held to
have increased faster than the population, and this not
by the bringing of new land into cultivation so much as
by the greal improvements in the methods of farming.

M. William Digby, C.LE., is keeping up a brisk duel
in statistics with the Viceroy. His latest Letter, dated:
April 14, has somehow unfortunately only just come into
our hands. The starting-point of the correspondence was
a Viceregal speech at Simla in October last, when Lord
Curzon, in dealing with the economic condition of India
as affected by the famine, seems to have stated that the
annual agricultural income was “ between 300 and 400
craves of rupees,” and that “on a very cauticus estimate
the procuction in 1899 and 1900 must have been at least
one-quarter, if not one-third, below that average.” There-
upen Mr. Dighy applied his analysis to these figures in
an Open Letter and a Postseript to Lord Curzon, show-
ing “ that in a good year the average income was Rs. 17-7-6
(say 24s.), and in the last year of famine Rs. 12:6-0 (say
175, per head,” and drawing a ghastly contrast betweern
the Tatter figure and the Rs. 27 odd estimate of 1880-82.
To all this, according to Mr. Digby, © the Viceray, in the
Legislative Council, replied "—and he cites a long passage
from a speech of the Viceroy’s (March 28). There Lord
Curzon admits that he ought to have said 450 crores, not
* between 300'and 400 crores” The higher figure, how-
ever, gives him more leverage for insisting on his main
point. He now finds  that the agricultural income has
~ actually mcreased ” in spite of various ‘heavy drawbacks,
~ and “ that the average per head is Rs. 20, or Rs. 2 higher

: poverished people.’

than in 1880 ' ; while, on the assumption of a similar in-
crease in the non-agricultural income, “the average in-
come will be Rs. 30 per head, as against Rs. 27 in 1880."
‘Why, the single fact that the acres under cultivation have
increased from 194,000,000 in 1880 to 217,000,000 now—
“an increase in virtually the same ratio as the increase
in the population *—* would tend to show that there can
have been no diminution of the agricultural income per
head of the people.”

Mr. Digby now returns to the charge with energy. He
corrects certain Viceregal mistakes, and then settles down
to a spacious exposure of “ the untrustworthiness of of-
ficial figures.” He finds that the 194,000,000 acres under
cultivation have mothing to do with 1880, but are the
figures for the * area sown with crops ” in 1890-91, and he
reduces the 1880 figures of “total cropped area™ to
182,750,000— or eleven millions and a quarter fewer
acres than your Excellency states!” He finds also that
the Director-General of Statistics gives the latest *“ arca of
sown crops (1897-98) at 196,497,232 acres—nearly twenty-
one million acres difference.” The result 1s that, while
the increase of the crop area is 13,747,232 acres, the in-
crease of the population is 39.000.000. Mxr. Digby goes
much more deeply, however, and shows how hopelessly
confused and untrustworthy the available official statis-
ties are. The one clear point is that. the miserable condi-
tion of the people cannot be hid. M. Digby examines
the figures of the non-agricultural income, and tells the
Viceroy « “ T must confess, my lord, there appears to me
something of hardihood in the presumption so confidently
expressed that the non-agricyltural mcome of India 1s
half that of the agricultural, and that it has increased
during the past twenty years.”” However, even assuming
that it is the fact, Mr. Dighy goes into fresh calculations,
which lead to the conclusion that the average income is
still not more than Rs. 17-5-0—a decrease of Rs. 10-3-0 in
the twenty years since 1880. Again, Lord Curzon had
pointed to ** the extraordinary amount of the precious
metals that is absorbed by the people ™ as one of the signs
that “ are not the symptoms of a decaying or of an im-
A partfrom- economie-prineiple; M-
Dighy's avithmetic shows that in the last ten years this
“ extraordinary *' absorption amounts to 4d. per head in
gold, and 1id. per head in silver—total 13d. per head!
Mr. Digby closes with a fervent appeal for “a close, un-
relenting and absolutely impartial investigation into the
condition of India and its people.” .

Mr. J. D, Rees, C.LE., who is constituting himself a
fertile apologist for the Indian Government in this coun-
try, read a paper the other day (May 6) on “ Famine:
Facts and Fallacies " before the East India Association.
He reproduced the familiar fallacies that are supposed to
contradict the facts insisted on by Mr. Dutt and Mr.
Digby. *“ The Indian people of the Indian Press, at any
rate,” he said, “ were satisfied that the Viceroy and Lord
Northeote were doing all men could, and that they were
ably seconded by their subordinates.” In a general way,
and with reference to measures of relief; everybody has
been in agreement on this point, but that is not the end
of the argument on the famine. Mr. Rees, while admit—
ting that irrigation should be extended wherever practi-
cable and remunerative, yet holds that “ such extension
will never solve the famine problem.” No intelligent
person ever expected that it would ;' but at any rate it
may be pretty sately held that irrigation, wherever prac-
ticable, would materially help, in prevention a8 well as
in mitigation. Mr. Rees, however, ventures on positive
conclusions. He says “the real remedy lies in the intro-
duction of foreign capital, the development of the material
resources of the country, and the removal of the surplus
population from the over-crowded occupation of agricul-
ture.” Well, in the recent famine, there has been a very:
considerable removal of this sort; but, in case of some
other sort of removal, one would like to know where Mr.
Rees would propose to remave the people to. Possibly
he would draw them into industries of other kinds. Very
well, but where are the industries? True enough the Gov-
ernment would not do well “ to control business affairs
at any stage on official lines,” but that is a veéry different
matter from pursuing a policy that would not merely

allow, but foster, the natural development of industries.
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On one point we can agree cordially with Mr. Rees:
it is the besetting sin of the British people and the Bri-
tish Government that they will not allow their subjects
to be happy and to prosper in their own way.”

On another page we print certain correspondence be-
tween Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and Sir Alexander Macken-
zie, K.C.ST., the chairman of a. new enterprise called
& India Development Limited.” Truly the development
of India is limited! But the prospectus of the company
did mot charm Mr. Naoroji, who wrote to express his
opinion that the title ought to be “ India Exploitation
Limited.” We would venture to suggest an amendment:
““India Exploitation Unlimited.” Mr. Naoroji at the
same time explained and supported his opinion by some
extracts from a statement, he submitted to the Royal Com-
mission on Indian Expenditure. He once more pointed
out that there are two Indias—the prosperous and the
poverty-stricken.

The prosperous India is the India of the British and other
foreigners. They exploit Tndia as officials, non-officials, capi-
talists, in a variety of ways, and carry away enormous wealth
to their own country. . . The more they can carry away the
richer and miore prosperous is India to them.

The poverty-stricken India is the India of the Indians:—

This India, “bled” and exploited in every way of their

wealth, of their services, of their land, labour, and all resources
by foreigners, helpless and voiceless, governed oy the arbitrary
law and argument of force, and with imjustice and unrighteous-
ness——this India of the Indians becomes the “ poorest ” country
in the world, after one hundred and fifty years of British rule,
to) the disgrace of the British name. :
Sir Alexander made no reply—naturally enough, for how
could he amswer the impeachment? And when Mr.
Naoroji enquired whether his letter had reached him, he
prudently limited his answer—per somebody,  secretary
—to the vacuous statement that the letter “did not ap-
pear to him to call for any reply.”

We congratulate the Bombay Municipal Corporation
on their clection of Mr. D. E. Wacha as their President
for the ensuing year. The formal speeches on the occa-
sion strike a note of sincere appreciation of the high prac-
tical qualities of Mr. Wacha, and his right to the post on
Brounds of sheer merit. Outsiders like ourselves may be
permitted to speak of his unselfish readiness to tug at the
general burden, as well as to give a lift to particular indi-
viduals. Even those that disagree most widely with Mr.
Wacha ave foremost in acknowledging the sincerity and
loyalty of his mind, and his unsparing devotion to the
public interest, whether municipal or political.

We would also congratulate Professor Gokhale on his |

election as & member of the Suprems Legislative Council
by the votes of the non-official members of the Bombay
Legislative Council. The result marks emphatically the
respect and confidence entertained for Mr. Gokhale by
those that know him best. The appointment will nob
only strengthen the Native element m the Viceroy's
Council ; it will strengthen the Council altogether.. With
youth on his side Mr. Gokhale may yet go far.

We deeply regret to record the death of Sir Dinshaw
Manockjee Petit, Bart., by which, as the « Times ” justly
says, © Bombay has lost its first citizen and the British
Bimpire one of its noblest philanthropists’” Sir Din-
shaw’s career affords a bright example of industry and
prudence in business, crowned by a generous and wise
bencvolence.  Notwithstanding the exacting claims of
commenrcial enterprise, he exhibited keen public spirit. He
took a very active part in mumicipal affairs; he served
the office of Sheriff ; and he was for a short period a mem-
her of the Viceroy's Legislative Council.  His whole
career reflects the highest credit on his race and country.

For several months there has heen running in the
““ Universal and Ludgate Magazine ” a series of very in-
teresting papers by Mr. G. P. Pillai under the comprehen-
sive title of “Twenty-one days in London, not to speak
of & Day in a Boat.” We chance upon the April issue,
where Mr. Pillai discourses on Literary and Legal Lon-
don. ““Ts there anything so pleasing, so exhilarating, so
soul-inspiring,” he ‘asks in crescendo, “as a few hours’
sauntering m Literary London?’ Well, that shall be
as it may. He describes the maryels of the British Mu-

seum (but surely the tables don’t stop at K, but run right
threugh the alphabet), the manifold enterprise of Mudie’s,
the curiosities of Holywell Street, and the activities of the
newspaper world. “ How strange all this to the people
of Tndia!” Mr. Pillai exclaims. “In India,” he ex-
plains, “ those who ought to read newspapers won't look at
them ; those who read them will not pay for them ; those
who pay for them will not use them.” Thrice happy:
India!

In Legal London, according to Mr. Pillai, “the first
and primary duty of a lawyer is to dine, and to dine well.
Yes, and there is really a vast deal more of philosophy in.
the institution than Mr. Pillai seems to bargain for. IEf
he manage to conjure up a permanent table-load of briefs,
he will begin to understand. Chancery Lane is part of
lawyers’ land that has attracted his particular attention.

The very passage smells of law, foot passengers are smeared

with law; heayy lumbering vehicles go eoyered with the dust
of the law: shops seemed crammed with the load of law; Tes-
taurants gape open-mouthed with limbs of law, and even little
boys that run messages appear enlightened with the lore of
law! Barbers in this lane of law practise legal shaving; news-
hoys rehearse legal crying, and women indulge in legal logo-
machy. You tread on the flagstone, it is a document. You
step into a ’bus, it is a conyeyance. You jump into a shop,
that is transference.
If Dickens was privileged to be whimsically exaggerative,
why not Mr. Pillai? The description of the traditional
formalities of dinner at an Inn of Court is accurate and:
vivid. All this will be good reading in India as well as
in England.

The sum which is being raised for the purposes (a) of
placing a bust, relief, or portrait in the Bodleian Library,
and (b) of forming a fund to be called the “ Max Muller
Memorial Fund,” which may be held by Oxford Univer-
sity in trust for the promotion of learning and research
in all matters relating to the history and archaology, the
languages, literatures, and religions of ancient India, now
amounts to about £1,750. The subscribers include the
King, the German Emperor, the King of Sweden and
Norway, Prince Christian, the Duchess of Albany, the
Prime Minister, the Crown Prince of Siam, a number of
Indian Princes, and a great many well-known people in
Oxford and the country generally. It is hoped even-
tually to raise £2,500, so that at least £2,000 may be
available for the ¢ Memorial Fund.” Professor A. A.
Macdonell is hon. sccretary to the movement, and Mr. C.
Grant Robertson, All Souls College, Oxford, hon. trea-
surer.

Captain J. G. Crosthwaite, settlement officer, gives an
interesting account of the village banks in the Dera
Tsmail Khan District. Though the scheme was approved
some yoars ago, only three banks have been established.
These, however, are flourishing.  Three points are de-
sexving of natice. First, the banks were in each case
started by landlords on their own estates. Secondly, the
deposits of the mewmbers and the interest on loans are
paid in kind. Thirdly, the borrower, besides the receipt
in the fund vegister, pledges his word before the whole
society.  The interest paid on loans, which are only
granted to miembers, varies from 61 to 124 per cent., and
<o high does the credit of the banks stand that local Hindu
shopkeepers offer money te the banks ab 21 per cent. The
cuspicion with which the banks were ati first regarded has
now quite disappeared.

Remittances on India for 60 lakhs were on Wednesday
offered for tender by the India Council, and applications
amounting to Rs. 3,10,00,000 were received at prices
ranging from Is. 3d. and 29-32nds to 1s. 4d. The follow-
ing amounts in bills were allotted, viz. :—Rs. 37,34,000
on Calcutta, Rs:. 8,92,000 on Bombay, and Rs. 13,74,000
on Madras, all at an average of Is. 3.937d. Tenders at
1s. 3d. and 15-16ths will receive about: 31 per cent. Laten
the Council sold hills for Rs. 25.000 on Bombay at 1s. 3d.
and 31-32nds, and telegraphic transfers for Rs. 1,50,000
on Bombay at 1s. 4d. and 1-32nd. Last week remittances
for Rs. 64,03.852 were sold for £425,813, making the total
disposed of from April 1 to Tuesday night Rs. 2,55,96,489,
producing £1,699,029. Next week 60 lakhs will again
be offered.
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THE PENNELL

THE High Court has given its decision on the appeal
in the Noakhali murder case. The man whom M.
Pennell convicted of the murder and sentenced to death
is to be re-tried; the men whom he sentenced to trans-
portation are ordered to be discharged; while Mr. Pen-
uell himself has already been suspended from his judge-
ship. Of the murder case little can be said, as a new
trial is to take place. But other questions are involved
which far transcend in importance the conviction of any
particular prisoner or the prevention of any particulan
crime. Apparently Mr. Pennell is crushed. ~ He has
been condemned by the Executive and by the Judiciary.
His professional career is ruined. FIis enemies have
triumphed. And his case may long serve as a warning to
all those who set themselves against their official superiors.
Looked at from the point of view of Mr. Pennell’s future
the contest may seem decided and lost already. But
looked at in its deeper issues, the dispute is only just be-
ginning, and none can say how it will end ; and there is
on trial not one civilian, but a whole system of govern-
ment. Perhaps before it is ended the fate of Mr. Pennell
will seem one of the smallest matters involved.

In the admirable summary of the case by a “ Givilian ”
in the < Times of India,” to which we have already drawn
attention, it is pointed out that it is really the battle-
ground of two opposing theories of the British Empire in
India. According to the one school that Empire exists
for the sake of the ruling race. The good government;
and prosperity of the country are to be sought, but sought
especially that it may yield the better fruits to its rulers;
while the people are destined to an eternal servitude and
an eternal inferiority. To the other our position in India
can only be justified by its making for the good of the
people ; and it will be our greatest triumph to raise them
gradually ta share in our rule and partake of our liberties.
But from this it follows that the practical cenduct of the
partisans of these theories will be very differont. On the
cue side, the maintenance of our “ prestige,” the support:
of all in authority, the solidarity of the rulers will seem
the first considerations. On the other. it will be thought
that the scales of justice must be held even between the
two races at whatever cost, and that the exposure of in-
justice is the fivst and most pressing duty. Such is the
contest in which Mr, Pennell has now become the central
ligure, battling against the official hierarchy, from the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal downwards. The Tndiare
public look on wondering and applauding as the man
steps forward whom they believe to have given up every-
thing that justice may be done. Tt may be that other
cyes will come to wateh before the fight 1§ over, not with-
out influence on the future government of India.

Mr. Pennell belongs to a type with which the world is
already familiav. He is not a great statesman or adminis-
trator—hardly a great man in any way, save such great-
ness as of necessity belongs to the hatred of injustice and
the determination to do right at any sacrifice. Great
men have other ways of redressing wrongs than by calling
aloud in the wilderness, or by dashing themselves against
the walls of official power. They are, moreover, in gen-
eral, too much occupied to devote themselves to a singlei
cause, too much inyolved in the larger movements of the
world to become the heroes of a case. The men who do
this are of a marked type, and if Mr. Pennell has thein
virtues, he also has a full share of their faults. e is one
of 1511050 who thinks he does well to he angry ; who, de-
voting his life to the cause, can hardly distinguish between
his public aims and his private animosities, all the more
because the latter have sprung from the former 5 wilo has
grown suspicious in his long battle against human wrong ;
who despises the minor conventions of life i his sense of
the great purpose that underlies his actions 5 and who
has losu all sense of proportion in his devotion to one ob-
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ject. Such men often injure their cause by intemperate
language and hasty procedure. They put themselves in
the wron,

wong ; and they give their opponents occasions for
crushing blows.  Yet are they sometimes of all men the
most difficuls to crush.  While the meaner minds are
harpipg on their vidlence and their ansolence, others see
. only the great principles which lie beneath the wealth of
heart and of character which underlies these faults, the

essential righteousness which redeems many sins. Such
men usually begin their career alone—a voice crying in
the wilderness—but they do not always cry in vain. Not
seldomi their memory is honoured long after that of their
persecutors is blasted for ever.

To do the Indian public justice, they all along have
taken a very sane view of the case. The feeling of sur-
prise that Mr. Pennell should again throw himself in the
way of the authorities was followed by a fear that he
would be still further injured if they praised him too:
warmly. But this in turn gave way to a fecling of un-
bounded gratitude as the drama unrolled 1tself, and of ad-
miration not for the man only but for the natien which
could produce such men, ready to meet their ruin in de-
fence of the oppressed, ready for the sake of justice Lo
protect those of another race against their own people.
‘While the official world was looking on Mr. Pennell as one
bent on lowering the “ prestige” and authority of the
British in India, the Indians were gratefully acknowledg-
ing that it was by the possession of men so devoted to duty
and so determined on justice that a small island of the
North had become the ruler of the great comtinent of
India. But there is among the Indians no disposition ta
ignore Mur. Pennell's faults. His irrelevance and his ill-
temper are admitted and regretted. Bub they see that,
beneath and beyond all this, great principles are at stake.
The rumour spread in Calcutta that he had gone to the
High Court, and immediately the app}:oat':hes to the court
were thronged. When he returned in disgrace to Noak-
hali the whole population came out .to mest him, and
drew his carriage to his bungalow two miles away. Surely
nething could be more fatal to the contentment and hap-
piness of India under our rule than for it to be thoug_ht
that a zealous, even an over-zealous, desire to do just:lce»
to the Indians was an occasion for distrust and persecution
on the part of the Government.

But it may be argued on behalf of the Government that
all this talk of persecution is beside the mark. The Gov-
ernment have been perfectly straightforward throughout.
M. Pennell in the Chupra case discovered a peculiavly
vile conspiracy to shield officials by bringing a _criminal
charge against an innocent man. Mr. Pennell did jus-
tice. The guilty parties were suitably punished, The
Government of India put out a Resolution condemning the
conspiracy. If Mr. Pennell was removed to Noakhali,
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has assured us that
the removal was decided upon long before he ever heard
of the Chupra case. As to the suspension of Mr. Pennell
after his judgment. in the Noalhali murder case, he was
not suspended because of his insolent references to his
official superiors in that judgment, nor because of his com-
ing to Calcutta without leave, but enly on the advice of
the High Conrt, whose authority he had treated with con-
tempt by retusing to deliver the records of the case to
their messenger. Such on the face of it seems a valid
defence of the action of the autherities. Bub it is neces-
sary to consider 1t peint by point to test its truth ; nor can
those who, 1n dealing with the exposure of the Chupra
conspiracy, seemed niore eager to blame the errors 8f the
Judge than the crimes of the conspirators, complain if
notice 1s taken of some acts which were unwise and inde-
licate rather than illegal or immoral.  And first, did the
guilty parties at Chupra, whether tliose who tried to
shield themselves by bringing a false charge, or those who
afterwards tried to prevent the exposure—did they re-
ceive full and sufficient punishment? The facts of the
conspiracy have been admitted by the Resolution of the
Government.  But hardly one of the actors received any:
serious penalty. One or two lost seniority or were re-
moved to another district. Bub the loss of seniority has
been in almost every case recovercd, and many of those
involved have since been promoted. On the other hand,
My. Pennell, who had nob been a conspirator, who had
not tried to shield the guilty or to ruin the innccent, was
~—not promoted—but removed to Noakhali, one of the
worst stations in Bengal, so that ill-health and physical
suffering added a new bittemess to his tongue, and 2 new
opportunity for his ruin. Tven the Resolutian of the
Government of India was only issued after the case had
attracted attention in England. As to the assurance of
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal that the removal to

Noalhali had nothing to do with the Chupra case, tha
writer in the ** Times of India ” declares that unless some-



May 10, 1901.]

INDIA.

221

thing besides the Judgment happened between October 9
and 16 to account for the transfer, * it seems cevtain that
the Bengal Government must be convicted of a public
falsehcod.”

So much for the Chupra case. The Noalkhali case stands
in a different position as it is still ““sub judice.” But
sometling may be said as to Mr. Pennell’s suspension.
His transparent zeal for justice should surely be set
‘against any violence of expression. The assertion that
he wantonly refused to give up the records to the Court
is on the face of it unlikely. ~His purpose in coming to
Calentta had been to ensure their safe delivery. He gave
as his reason for refusal the fact that the messenger sent
by the Court was no longer Registrar. He soon after-
wards waited on the Chief Justice in order personally to
deliver the records to him. And on this bemg declined,
he on an early day attended the Court for the purpose.
In coming to a decision that he had been guilty of con-
tempt, on which ground they advised his suspension, the
High Court never heard Mr. Pennell in his own defence.
‘There ave two other points which should be clearcd up.
My. Ponnell declares that the Lieutenant-Governor
threatered him. The Chief Justice Lelegraphed that a
«cerlain prisoner should be released on bail before the pri-
soner’s case had come before him judicially. Unless the
whole matter is thoroughly investigated the fair fame of
British justice will be blemished, and one of our strong-
helds in the affection of Tndia will have been sensibly
‘weakened.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

WesTMINSTER, Thursday.

As the Session adyances the Government, are beginning
to develop symptoms of vitality. Last Monday Mx. Bal
four startled the House of Commons by announcing that

on the following day an Education Bill would be intro-
duced. Time Las been when the appearance of a piece of
legislation was accepted by Parliament as something less
than a phenomenon. The Education Bill is the pheno-
yiencn of the cuirent Session. It enjoys the distinction.
of being the first and only measure to which the Govern-
ment, so far, has accorded the honours of a first-class Bill.
Niot only was it not introduced under the ten-minute rule,
but the Minister to whom its introduction was entrusted
numbered among his audience several of his own col-
leagues. The secret history of the Bill, if it were known,
would probably throw a light on both the dissensions of
the Cabinet and its amenability to pressure. A few days
earlier. Six John Gorst had indicated that the Government
were not prepared to submit their educational proposals
till after Whitsuntide.  Then came the thrcat from
Lendon and Liverpool of a great educational strike, and
straightway the walls of the Ministerial Jericho collapsed.
The episode is certainly an encouragement to the miners
to pursue a similay policy in relation to the Chancellor of
the Exchequer’s coal tax.

* Fluidity * was the blessed word with which Mr. Bal-
four sought to conjure support for the last Education
Bill of the Salisbury Admimistration.  For the latest
scheme Sir John Gorst claims the merit of * elasticity.”
The two words mean the same thing. They are a peri-
phrasis for the defect which people who are mnot politi-
cians call flabbiness. The mew hill proposes to cet up
committees ander the county councils of counties and
commty boroughs for the control of secendary and technical
education, and its elasticity is exemplified by an arrange-
ment under which in course of time the new bodies may
acquire control of primary as well as of higher education.
The principle of the scheme meets with a fairly general
support; bus its critics, among whom are to be included:
zhe foremoss educational experts of the day, complain that
on the one hand if is too complicated fio be welcomed as
an emergency measure, aund cn the other is not compre-
hensive enough to be accepted as a satisfactory solution of
the wider problem of reorganisation.

Since Myr. Swift MacNeill’s: return to Westminster,
after a period of illness which temporarily eclipsed tha
gaiety of Parliament, question-time in the House of Com-
mons has resumed its wonted vivacity. A day rarely
passes without yieldmg some illuminative flash from the
‘process of friction so assiduously cultivated by the member

for South Donegal. The other day the dovecotes of of-
ficialdom were agitated by a demand from the hon. mem-
ber for particulars of Lord Ampthill's qualifications for
the post of Governor of Madras, Mr. MacNeill, of course,
obtained no satisfaction. If his interrogation had mes
with a serious response a precedent of the most dangerous
kind would have been established, and 1n future ne no-
minee, however distinguished, would have remained safe
from scrutiny as to his fitness for promotion. But M.
MacNeill, having failed to elicit an authoritative explana-
tion, electrified the House with one of his own conception.
Madras, he declared, owed 1ts new Governor to the for-
tunate circumstance that Lord Ampthill had once acted
as Mr. Chamberlain’s private secretary.

After a protracted but not particularly iteresting de-
bateon the proposed export duty on coal the Government
emerged from a division on that question last Monday,
with a majority of just over a hundred. The most signi-
ficant, feature of this controversy, from a political point
of view, 1s the spirit of combativeness with which it ap-
pears to haye inspired the ‘Opposition, The fight is to
be continued on the second reading of the Finance Bill,
when Sir Henry Fowler intends to move an amendment

in relation not only to general affairs and the expenses
of the normal administration of the country, but also to
the method in which the cost of the war is being met.
One effect, therefere, of Mr. Herbert Gladstone's ealeu-
lated indiscretion of a week ago has evidently been to
stir the Liberal leaders into a recognition of their respon-
sibilities. They have now nrade it clear to the world that
they are both prepared to assist in the ejection of the
present Goyernment from office and to come forward on
their own account with an alternative Ministry.

Much of the vigour thrown by the two front henches
into their fight over the coal tax is doubtless due to the
fact that whereas not a single Cabinet Minister sits for
a mining constituency several ex-Ministers are returned
by the votes of miners. Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman re-
presents a district infringing on the Fifeshire coalfield.
and so does Mr. Asquith. The miners of South Wales
look to Sir William Harcourt as one of their Parliamen-
tary spokesmen, while their fellows in Northumberland
expect a similar service from Sir Edward Grey. Ministers
may consider themselves fortunate at present m having
no collieries in their respective constituencies. Possibly,
hiowever, if they had been oblierwise placed this particular
tax would not have been proposed. BElectoral comsidera-
tions, after all, count for something in the preparation of
a Budget. When Sir M. Hicks-Beach favoured tobacco
two years ago, Bristol—where the bird’s-eye comes from—
received many congratulations on its good fortune in
possessing the Chancellor of the Exchequer for a member.

Of the three bye-elections which are still pending only
one is likely to give rise to a severe contest. Cork is cer-
tain te be retained by the Nationalists, and the Oswestry
division by the Conservatives. On the other hand, it is
quite possibic that Saffron Walden, which has hitherto
been the single Liberal exception to the Toryism of Essex,
may bring itself into line with the other divisions of that
sommolent ccunty. But the Liberals are fairly confident
of success, basing their hopes of an incrsased majority on
the local unpopularity of the sugar tax. As in the case
of the two other constituencies to which allusion has been
made, the vacancy is due to the death of the sitting mem-
ber. Mr. Armine Wodehouse entered the House of Com-
mons for the first time at the general election. so that his
Parliamentary career had only lasted a few months. For
many years, however, he had acted as secretary to his
‘father, Lord Kimberley, alike at the India Office, the
Colonial Office, and the Foreign Office, and had taken a
constant and enlightened interest in public affairs. Fis
death has been a heavy blow to the veteran Liberal peer,
who himself is now fighting his way back to convalescence
after a protracted and dangerous illness.

Visiters to this year's Academy will find the galleries
dominated by one subject—the last great event of the Vie-
torian era.  Yet though the pageantry associated with
the funeral of the late Queen is finely commemorated im
more than one picture, the most impressive of the paint-
ings, and that which harmonises most perfectly with the
elegiac note, was executed by M. Benjamin Constant

nearly a year before her Majesty's death. This is a pictule

traversing the whole financial policy of the Government,.
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vather than a portrait, and according to the artist him-

self was designed to personify in the solitary figure of the
aged Queen the historic greatness of her realm. M Con-
stant is coming to London to-morrow to see how his work
looks iv the atmosphere of Burlington House. He will
at leass have the satisfaction of knowing that never before
in the history of the Royal Academy has one picture been
_ allowed to monopolise, as this one does, the space of an
entire wall, and of reflecting that his great portrait is
destined in all probability to become the property of the
Britisk: nation.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
THE PENNELL AFFAIR.

LORD CURZON'S ECONOMICS,

[From ax INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
Boupay, April 20.

The Pennell case is still attracting public attention.
This week the Appellate Court has reversed the judgment:
of Mr, Pennell, and sent back one of the accused for re-
trial. Also, Mr. Reilly’s case is soon to come on for hear-
ing. Public interest is therefore kept alive. The ulti-
mate issues of this notorious case will have to be judged
later by the public, free from all local prejudice. Popular
opinion, however. seems to have instinctively leaned to the
side of Mr. Pennell. The judgment of the mass is not
right on all occasions. But generally its drift is in a
fairly right direction. In the present instance it seems
to have felt that, come what may, an upright judge was
being harshly persecuted. It has resented the action of
certain high authorities, and that in a most unmistakable
manuer. Mr. Pennell had to return to Noakhali; and
the people resolved to give him an enthusiastic reception,
and so set their seal of approval on his action, irrespective
of the judgment of the Appellate Court. He was received
right royally. Some of the more active unhorsed his ecar-
riage and dragged it for two miles to his house. Tt is sel-
dom that we hear of such an ovation. But there is a
significance about it which cannot be mistaken. It was
years ago that in Bombay they paid a similar tribute to
a sterling Englishman. In his case it was no quarrel
between a judge and a law court, or between a judge and
high State functionaries. It was the case of the entire
people as against the financial extravagance of an auto-
crat. Mr. J. A. Forbes was then the hero of the hour.
He led the advanced party of the rate-paying public and
wrung from an unwilling Executive large municipal re-
forms. Such were his signal services, rendered with ster-
ling independence, that, when the reform was achieved,
the people met in their thousands in the streets, opposite
the office of Messrs. Forbes and Co., which had often ad-
vanced the East India Company large loans in their wars
with some of the Native States, and gave Mr. Forbes an
cvation or the eve of his departure to England. He,
too, was dragged in his carriage to the pier amid the cheers
and huzzas of a grateful population, who thoroughly un-
derstood the nature of the service he had 1endered to the
cause of civic freedom. The only other phenomenal ova-
ticn was in the case of Lord Ripon, But that is history.
In all these cases the feeling at the bottom was one and
the same —iiamely, recognition of justice and righteous-
ness. Englishmen at home should therefore endeavour
to understand and appreciate the significance of the de-
monstration in honour of Mr. Pennell of Noakhali.

Tmpartial and judicious criticism on the rhetorical
statements of T.ord Curzon regarding the condition of
agriculturists is gradually making itself heard in the most
influential organs of public opinion. The ** Statesman
at Calcutta, and the “ Times of India ™ here, have both
tackled the complacent dictum that the agricultural
wealth of the country has shown an increase since 1880.
Both ask for the data on which his lordship has arrived
at the opinion that against the income of Rs. 27 per head
twenty years ago there is Rs. 30 now. Both express scep-
ticism on the point, and ask for something better than a
mere passing statement. When the agriculturists have
Wwithin the last five years been visited twice by such a dire
calamit$ as famine, and when there is growing evidence

~ en every side of the exhaustion of the soil, it is incredible

that the agriculturists are growing more prosperous. How
is it that in the Punjab, in the Central Provinces, in
Madras, n Bombay, and elsewhere land m@el;tedm;ss has
been on the increase, as the respective Admainistrations of
these provinces amply testify? How is it that the people
consume now less salt per head than they did eleven years
ago? How is it that the mass cannot import even an inch
of cloth more per head than it did a quarter of a century
ago! How is it that ther= has been a steady diminution
in the savings of depositors per head for the last ten
years? All these and many other questions confront those
who so airily talk about increasing agricultural prosperity.
It is clear that, whatever else Lord Curzon may be, he is
1o mdependent thinker in economics. Whenever he has
essayed to float his balloon on currency, or commerce, or
cash balances, or the agricultural condi@icn of the country.
he has floundered, which tells us plainly how far he is still
in “the leading strings” (to use the phrase of the * In-
vestors’ Review ') of the bureaucracy. =~ When Lord
Curzon comes to tell us something of the graver problenis
which are still unsolved he is unequal to the task. Not all
his flowery eloquence can disguise the poverty of his
knowledge on these subjects. And so far, it is to be
feared, we cannot expect any reform at his hands in
matters economic.

THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

[Frox A CorrESPONDENT.]
MADRAS, April 4,

After one long year's undisturbed repose, the Madras Legis-
lative Council met on April 2 for the academic debate on the
annual Financial Statement. As one hon., member had the
boldness to say at the Council meeting, another long year
would have rolled by before His Excellency the Governor—or
rather, his secretaries—would have thought of summoning it
but for the inconvenient fact that he had no alternative accord-
ing to the Councils’ Act, which laid down that the Budget
statement shonld be laid before the Council. The only busi-
ness before the Council was the discussion of the Budget and
the anwers to interpellations: ‘Several very important ques-
tions of two non-official members were disallowed by the
Governor. The Act gives the President of the Council power
to disallow questions, but only if those questions cannot be
answered in the public For inst questions rela-
ting to the Army could not be expected to be answered. But,
if the G bitrarily disall important questions bear-
ing on the ordinary administration, questions that for all we
know require to be answered in the public interest, it must be
said that we have & very definite grievance, and the useful
provisions of the Act conferring npon us the right of interpella-
tion are nullified. Bome of the disallowed questions have come
to light, and they relate to the appointment of a second Indian
judge to the local High Court Bench in view of Mr. Justice
Shephard's forthcoming reti; in d with the re-
commendations of the Public Service Commission and the
Resolution of the Gov: of Indis accepting that recom-
mendation ; the framing of rules for the better management of
religious endowments; the rules said to have been issued under
the authority of the Court of Wards that all minor zemindars
in its charge must crop their hair and live in European style,
ete. Now these are important, and at the ssme time quite
harmless questions, and one would have supposed that Govern-
ment would only be too glad to embrace the opportunity to
take the public into its confidence and furnish some useful
information. But the Indian Governments ars not ordiuary
ones. They are made of entirely different stuff. They are
composed of members of the Heaven-born Service and con-
trolled—if only nominally—by heads whose only title to the
responsible and exalted offices which they are fortunate enough
to fill is that they are noble lords not found fit for high
appointments at home, or that they were private secretaries to
some influential Ministers of the Crown, or that they could
successfully row on the Isis and the Cam. They profess utter
tempt for all popular forms of G they believe in
the theory of governing India by the sword, they are convinced
that Indians belong to the class depicted in his own pecnliar
way by the latter-day poetaster of the Jingoes and Auglo-
Indisns in the term ‘‘ half-devil, half-child.” They are

rr s

carrying the ¢ White Man’s Burden " and they are not to be
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‘worried and tormented by useless and d from

&

fomntoa

the ne'er-do-wells of non-official elected mau:bers. Lord
Ampthill i8 & new man to administrative duties, and it was
perhaps no wonder therefore that he thought his only safe
course of action lay in giving himself up to the hands of his
all-powerful civilian colleagues. At any rate, his arbitrary
disallowing of innocent guestions 8o soon after he came does
not seem to augur well for the future of this province,

Honourable members did not fare better even in regard to
questions that did not share the fate of the above ; for, if the
only object of Government was not to answer their questions
and not to take them into the secrets of its prison-house, if, T
say, its one sole endeavour was to baffle the boldest inter-
pellators it could not have dome better than to frame its
answers in the way that was done at the last meeting of the
Council. In the earlier days of Sir Arthur Havelock’s Tégime
we fared better, but now, again, matters have become as bad as
during the time of that blundering mediocrity, Tord Wenlock.
One hon. member asked whether it was true that & Mr. R. F.
Austin, I.0.8., Head Assistant Collector of Malabar, committed
an assault on the worshippers in & Hindu temple as he could
not bear the noise created by the beating of tom-toms, and if
true what notice was taken by Government of his cowardly
conduct. The only answer which Mr. Chief Secretary Stokes
youchsafed to this question was, ¢ Government has no official
information of the matter.” Could a worse and mors insulting
answer have been given ? What was there to prevent Govern-
ment from obtaining the y infc ? If it had
only cared it could have got the information by wire in less
than one hour. But no; its “ prestige,” that hogey in whoss
name 80 much wanton mischief is perpetrated in India, would
not allow that to bedone, Again, a second hon. member asked
whether it was true that the Court of Wards prevented the
minors under its charge from being visited by their relatives
or friends without the written permission of the Board of
Revenue or the Collector being previously obtained. To my
mind this is & monstrous prohibition, and there is no earthly
reason why such a restriction should have been imposed. The
answer of Mr. Chief Secretary Stokes to this question was that
it was entirely within the power of the Court of Wards to
make any rules.it pleased, and that Government did not know
anything about the matter. Now, the Court of Wards i8
subordinate to the Government, and one wonders what stood
in the way of its getting the required information. I have
given only two samples of the answers given. I would
respectfully ask what purpose was served by such answers
being given to interpellations. Why keep up this farce if the
Governments in India do not want to take the people into
their confidence? There is precious little difference between
disallowing questions and answering them in this way, and it
would be better for all concerned if this clever deception gave
place to brutal frankness.

Coming to the debate, if debate it can be called, on the
Budget, I may say that it is a perfectly bootless one. The
Budget is already sanctioned by the Government of India
before it is introduced into the Council. No item of it could be
changed ; members are not allowed to move amendments. or
divide the Council ; their discussions are not taken into con-
sideration éven in framing succeeding Budgets. The Hon. Mr.
C. Vijeyaraghava Chariar, the member for the Southern Group
of District Boards, whose fearless independence no less than
his fervent patriotism has won for him the esteem and con-
fidence of the people, referred to this aspect of this question at
the last meeting of the Council in the following terms :—

It has been asserted over and over again, and it has not been
denied, that the discussion of the Financial Statement in the Council
i8 of an academic character, and that it has been barren of any
result, the Government having its own way. Non-official members
on this side of the Table might as well take their speeches as read or
publish them elsewhere. So far as I am concerned, I do not know
1f it is the non-officials’ fault if the Financial Statement presented
year after year showed no indication anywhere that the Government
had considered their suggestions. Two years ago Sir Arthur Have-
lock admitted in the Council that the criticisms of the non-officials on
the Financial Statement were made in a spirit of moderation, and that
their suggestions were many of them weighty and useful. I would
aek the hon. member in charge of finance to lay his finger on the
Financial Statement in any corner of it and to say that iv reflected
any of the suggestions and criticisms which the fHicials have
made for the last eight years.

The time has come when a further step must be taken in the
way of the expansion and reform of the Councils.

In the course of the debate the elected non-official members

on the land revenue question, and dwelt at consider—
able length and with much cogency of argument on the grave
hardships to which the icultural population was subjected
by reason of the i 2 rity of the ts. But
the Hon, Mr. H. M. Winterbotham, the Junior Member of
Council, laughed at the suggestion that land assessments were
heavy and that the peasants were poor, and spoke of these as
“‘exploded ” theories. ‘‘Exploded” by whom? And the
Hon. Mr. A. T. Arundel said he was surprised to hear the
question of Indian poverty again trotted out before the Council
even after the Viceroy had said that Indis was not poor.
‘What a wonderful process of logic, to be sure !

“INDIA EXPLOITATION LIMITED.”

‘We have received the following correspondence for pub-
lication : —
‘Washington House,
72, Anerley Park, S.E.
April 35, 1901.

DEAR S1R,—I have received the prospectus of ‘‘India
Development Limited,” for which I thank the Directors.

I think the correct title should be * India Exploitation
Limited »’ for such companies.

In order to explain what T mean I give a few extracts from
one of my papers—which I send herewith.

Extracts from my letter (dated October 20, 1898) submitted
to the Currency Committee of 1898.

« BRITISH INDIA,

‘2, These words are often used in a very misleading and
confusing manner. I give below an extract from a statement
which I have submitted to ‘The Royal Commission on Indian
Expenditure and Apportionment of Charges,’ which, I hope,
will place the matter in a clearer light.

‘3. Before I proceed further let me clear up a strange
confusion of ideas about prosperous British India and
poverty-stricken British Indis. This confusion of ideas
ariges from this circumstance. My remarks are for British
India only.

‘4. In reality there are two Indias—one the prosperous, the
other poverty-stricken.

‘(1) The prosperous India is the India of the British and
other foreigners. They exploit Indis as officials, non-officials,
capitalists, in a variety of ways, and carry away enormous
wealth to their own country. To them India is, of course,
rich and prosperous. The more they can carry away the richer
and more prosperous India is to them. These British and
other foreigners cannot understand and realise why India can
be called ©extremely poor’ when they can make their life
careers; they can draw so much wealth from it and enrich
their own country. It seldom occurs to them, if at all, whaf
all that means to the Indisns themselves.

‘“(2) The second India is the India of the Indians—the
poverty-stricken India. This Indis, ‘bled” and exploited in
every way of their wealth, of their services, of their land,
labour, and all resources by the foreigmers, helpless and
voiceless governed by the arbitrary law and argument of force,
and with injustice and unrighteousness—this India of the Tndians
becomes the ‘poorest’ country in the world, after one hundred
and fifty years of British rule, to the disgrace of the British
name. The greater the drain, the greater the impoverishment
resulting in all the scourges of war, famine, and pestilence.
Lord Salisbury’s words face us at every turm, ‘injustice will
ring down the mightiest to ruin.’ Tf this distinction of the
* prosperous India’ . . and the poverty-stricken India’
. . be carefully borne in mind, & great deal of the con-
troversy on this point will be saved. Britain can, by a
righteous system, make both Indias prosperous. The great
pity is that the Indian authorities do not or would not see it.
They are blinded by selfishness—to find careers for ‘our boys.’
(Letter to Lord Welby, dated January 3, 1897.)

7. The main scope and direction of the evidence is as if
India were a country and property of the Anglo-TIndians, and
British traders and capitalists; as if, therefore, their wants and
requirements, and the means of enabling them to carry away as
much wealth as they possibly can to England, were the chief
object ; and as if to ider the by and labour of
India as only the instruments for the above purpose.

““14. Further, the foreign exploiters are not satisfied with the
small portion of ‘Indian wealth’ which they take back to
India as their own capital, but they insist upon being further
helped from the very current revenues of the country. So
voracious are these exploiters that they clamour against Govern-
ment for not putting its whole revenue at their disposal in the
-Presidency bauks, instead of keeping & portion in the Treasury.
Thus, there is at first a political ¢ bleeding,” which is the
foundation evil, and in its train, and by its help, comes the
S calledls Talolosl canitalints Toitats o
“18. It may be asked whether T mean that I do not want
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Brifish capitalists to go and trade or employ their capital in

dia. I mesn nothing of the kind, By all means let them
do so. Under ordinary circumstances India will hail it,
a8 any other country may do. But let it be with
their own capital. Let them bring their own capital,
and make upon it as much profit as they can, with India's
blessing upon it., What T mean is that they should not first
¢ plunder’ India, leaving it wretched and helpless, then bring
back a portion of ‘plundered’ Indials wealth as their cwn,
exploit therewith India’s resources of land and labour, carry
away the profits, and leave the Indians mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water. . . . .

“19. Tf England can understand her true interests—political,
moral, economic, or material—if she would hold back her hand
from India’s throat, and let) India enjoy its own resources,
Eugland can make India prosperous, and, as & necessary con-
sequence, can derive from India far, far greater benefit, with
India’s blessing, than what she derives at present with India's
curse of the scourges of war, and pestilence, and famine, and of
an ever-inereasing poverty.’’

I remain,
Yours truly,
DADABHAT NAOROIL.
Sir Alexander Mackenzie, K.C.S.I., Chairman,
“India Development Limited,”
5 & 6, Billiter Avenue, E.C.
(Copy.)
Washington House,
72 Anerley Park, London, S.E.
April 16, 1901.

DrAr Sir,—Will you kindly inform me whether you have
received a letter which I addressed you on the 5th inst. 2
Yours truly,

DADABHAL NAOROJL.
Sir Alexander Mack K.C.8.I., Chai 4
India Development Limited,
5 & 6, Billiter Avenue, E.C.

(Copy.)
India Development Limited,
5 & 6, Billiter Avenue, London, E.C.
April 17, 1901.
Dadabhai Naoroji, Hsq.,
72, Averley Park, 8.H.

DrArR Sm,—My Chairman, Sir Alexander Mackenzie,
instructs me to write to say that he duly received your letter
of the 5th inst., bub that the same did not sppear to him to
eall for any reply.

I am, Yours truly,
¢ E. W. RANDLE,
Secretary.

MISTAKES ABOUT INDIAN TRADE,

We have received from Mr. W. Martin Wood the following
communication with reference to the paper recently read: by
Mr. H. J. Tozer before the Indian Section of the Society of
Arts upon Indian trade:—

The wide scope of the subject covered by Mr. Tozer’s
valuable paper recently read before the Indian Section of the
Society, also the popular interest attaching to its chief
passages, unavoidably diverted sttention from its one essential
topic that challenged argument. This was rather lightly dealt
with by the writer himself in the short section beginning with :
*“The large and constant preponderance of exports over im-
ports is a striking feature of Indian [foreign] trade.” Then
the point for enquiry was raised, thus: ““But an excess cither
of exports or of imports is consistent with great prosperity.
The United States has the former, England the latter.”” Now,
this statement of the case is defective hecanse of the omission
from the second sentence of the term ‘““constant”’—or continuous
—Droperty used in the first of the three sentences; while, as &
matter of fact, it is not correct to apply it to the United States
88 in the last. Leaving this for & moment, it is desirable to
point out that neither the extent nor bearing of this *‘ constant
preponderance of exports” in the case of India can be realised
without comparison and concrete example. Ample materials
for one side of such testing treatment are compriged in the full
end valuable tables affixed to the paper: but the totals are
not 'l)_rm.lgh.t into the all-important section in which this
vital issue is obscured by Mr. Tozer’s general remarks round
about, this subject. For various reasons, the te illustra-

amounted to 819 millions, whereas India’s excess of EXPORIS
in the five years amounted to Rx.134 millions—a ‘‘ constent
commerdial deficit of 26 millions per annum. To tale a longer
period than Mr. Tozer’s forty years, the Hconomist in June,
1899, cast up India’s *‘ preponderance of exports over imports”’
for the sixty-one years from 1835-6 t0/1896-7, and showed that
the excess amounted to £610,300,000—treasure on both sides
of the account being included in all these totals. When there
are added to the export side of the account such items as public
debt incurred, also estimate for freight and profits—as is done
by Sir Robert Giffen and other competent statisticians—India’s
adverse balance for that period is shown to have reached over
one thousand millions; or, on that basis, about sixteen millions
(sterling) per annum since 1836, To Mr. Tozer’s easy remark,
that some think this drain of produce to Hurope ‘‘is sapping
the vitality of India,” there are two answers—(a)if it were not
having this natural effect India must have extraordinary
‘“vitality” (andso she has in a latent sense); (b) that this un-
balanced" drain is ‘“ sapping the witality of India” is painfully
obvious to those who have insight to perceive hard facts below
the surface of things there. <

‘One word with regard to the United States, a8 to which Mr.
Tozer remarked that its *‘excess of exports is consistent with
great prosperity.” That excess, on the face of the returns, has
been tolerably ‘‘constant” since 18755 buti when looked into
there are certain large qualifications required that esnnot be
gone into here—such as the very large personal outlay by
Americans in Burope; the enormous expenditure on the
foreign wars in Cuba and the Philippines, much of which will
have gone into the export returns; amd, during the winter
months, most of the British Canadian exports are shipped
through and registered at out-ports in the States. But when
these United States statistics are put forward for comparison
with India’s constant and ever-continuous ‘“prepondersnce of
exports” there is one previous consideration which puts that
superficial comparison out of court. It is this—the United
States excess is the result of voluntary action on its own part
and the free choice of its financiers and traders, and they retain
control over the excess which, in the form of funds or produce,
they can, and will, reduce by imports in their own due time.
With India the case is, in this respect, entirely in contrast.
By far the larger portion of its excess of exports is due to the
inexorable political control held by this country; and, for the
obligatory payments of the sixteen millions or more per annum
here, there is not, and cannot be, any commercial or material
return whatever. !

CONFERENCE OF INDIANS IN LONDON.
TEXT OF THE RESOLUTIONS.

‘We understand that a Conference *“of all the Indians
resident in the United Kingdom * will be held on Friday,
May 24, at Westminster Town Hall. The Chair will be taken
at 3 p.m. by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji.

The following Resolutions will be submitted :—

i. That the fundamental cause of the extreme poverty. of
India—with its consequences of oppressiveness of taxation on
land, salt, efc., of famines and pestilences, of the destruction
and prevention of industries of Indians, and of the permanent
chronic condition of scanty subsistence of the mass of the
people—is the exhaustion of the wealth of India of thousands
of millions during a century and a half, in the formation and
maintenance of the British Indian Empire, and in the enormous
increasing drain to this country, now amounting to £30,000,000
OT IMOTe eVETy Year. :

That till this great evil of the ¢ cruel and crushing drain”
is ended or very largely reduced, there is no hope or chance of
the  amelioration of the wretchedness and destruction of the
mass of the people of India.

And that the most important and effective remedies which
would eneble India to be itself prosperous, as well as to
advance the prosperity and strength of England, to supply all
its|wants of ample and sufficient revenue, of railways, irriga-
tion, agriculture, sanitation, development of industries, trads,
education, etc., are (1) The faithful and conscientious fulfil-
ment of the grand and noble policy, worthy of the British
nation, pledged by the Act of 1833, and the great and solemn.
proclamations of 1858, 1877 and 1887, to treat Indians exactly
like the British people, a8 British Citizens, and (2) The payment;
from the British Exchequer of a fair share of all expenses
ingurredifcu: purposes in which both England and India are

tions needed to explain thig economic anomaly to an English |
el he o

audience is a yel n @ of India and
that of the United Kingdom in this respect. And this can
most usefully be taken from a recent period as being within the
cogmnisance of everybody. Thus there are before me the figures
for the five years ending with December, 1900, for the United
Kingdom, and for India for the five years ending with last
March; 8o now let us loock at—to use Mr, Tozer's apt
phrase—the *striking feature of Tndian trade” We find that
the excess of the United Kingdom’s INPORTS in that five years

Proposed by Dadabhai Naoroji, Eeq.
Seconded by J. M. Parikh, Esq., Barrister-at-Law.

ii. In view of the frequent and recurring famines which have
desolated India in recent years, and ths extreme poverty of the
agricultural population, it is desirable that the Land Tax of
India should be moderated and placed within fixed limits, and
that extensive irrigation works, canals, tanks, and wells should
be undertaken for the protection of crops in years of drought,

Proposed by R. C. Dutt, Esq., C.LE,, L.C.S. (Retired).
Seconded by G. K. Singh, i'“}lsq. : -
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iii. That in order o improve the administration of India,
and to associate the people in the management of their own
affairs, it is desirable

(1) To extend the representative element in the legisla-
tive, municipal and other councils of India.

(2) To admit representative Indians in the Executive
Councils of India, and the Council of the Secretary

. of State for Indis.

(3) To give effect to the solemn proclamation of 1858,
graciously granted by our late Empress of India,
and frame rules which would remove all existing
restrictions, and enable the people of India to
enter all services for which they are gualified
without distinction of race or oreed.

Proposed by G. P, Pillai, Hsq., B.A.
Seconded by &. K. Gadgil, Esq., B.A.

iy. That this Conference views with deep regret the political
disabilities and hardships of Indian subjects of his Majesty in
South Africa, and urges the Government to effectively remedy
the state of affairs on the conclusion of the present war.

Proposed by Dr. 8. K. Mullick.
Seconded by Joseph Royeppen, Esq.

v. That the President and Secretaries of the London Indian
Society be requested to forward the Resolutions to the Prime
Minister, the Secretary of State for India, and the Secretary
for the Colonies, for their kind and favourable consideration
and action thereon.

Proposed by J. Ch. Mukerjee, Esq.
Seconded by A. Das, Esq.

For tickets application should be made to Mr. H. L. Ahuja,
hon. secretary, London Indian Society, 84 and 85, Palace
Chambers, Westminster, S.W.

THE INDUSTRIAL OUTLOOK IN INDIA.

In the course of a leading article on this subject, the Times
recently wrote:—

India has had of late dark days. The best administrators
will own their disappointment, perhaps their surprise, at the
recurrence of famine froubles with the old severity. Many
experienced officials’ thought we had made more progress than
we had, But gloomy apprehensions begin to depart when we
look a little beyond the exceptional experience of the last few
years and note what prospects are opening ont. In the first
place, it is pretbty clear that the Native States have suffered
much more than British India from the vicissitudes.of the last
decade. The population of the former has actually declined
4:34 per cent., while the true increase in tha latter was 4'44 per
cent. In the next place, in the absence of famine and disease,
the prospects all over India are good. We say nothing of the
fact that many costly public works are now beginning to bear
fruits for thefirst time. Somany new openings are possible,
80 many old avenues of Indian trade may be enlarged, if only.
capital is forthcoming. A case in point is the cotton trade.
So far India has failed to produce in appreciable quantitiesthe
long stapled fibre suitable for certain kinds of machinery, and
the attempts to acelimatize foreign verieties have not been very
successful. But the difficulties are not insuporable. If
greater science is applied to the growth, cleansing, and
packing, Indian cotton may sassume & place which is not
yet given to it. Markets are available for any possible
volume of production. Thereis no limit to the home demand.
The Indian mills have already driven out certain foreign yarns.
They have grown in number and spinning capacity. They have
the advantage of cheap labour and cheap raw material. They
are near the great Chinese market, and they have at home a
demand which may quickly expand to vast dimensions. We
can understand the English manufacturers regarding the out-
ook with apprehension. The attitude of those who, in face
of these facts and others of a like nature, speak of the selfish
policy of England is unintelligible. In certain quarters it is
the fashion to argue'that the exports of wheat and rice strip

dia of the reserves which would be available for staying off
famines. Thera has been much fine talk about the superior
wisdom of the ancient rulers of the country, who stored away
grain or rice as a provision for bad times. The fact is that a
considerable export trade in these commodities is the best of
Teserves, probably superior to ‘grain banks” and other
ingenious devices. A larger area is brought under cultivation;
this is particularly true of wheat. When famine comes, rice,
which in better times would be exported, is diverfed to dis-

. tressed districts, and there is a virtual stoppage of the exporta-
tion of wheat. There is, in fact, a self-acting reserve; the
normal rise in market prices checks exports as effectually as
any duty. Another fallacy is the notion that railways have
tuated the effects of fami This ly merits serious
refutation. Every relief officer knows what assistance he has
raceived from the muilwuys. He cannot control the seasons.
He cannot prevent the rapid increase of popylnhou in some
districts. He would be powerless for good if he could not

draiw upon prosperous districts, by means of railways, 80 a8 to
provide for the wants of famine arens. We have failed to
extirpate famine and disease, or arrest the effacts of impaired
fertility in some parts. All is not well with the 294,266,701
persons living directly or indirecsly under our rule in India.
But to what other rulers fell such a task, and who in past times
performed it better ?

MR. DADABHAT NAOROJI AT CAMBERWELL.

The “ South London Press ™ gives the following report of Mr.
Dadabhai Naoroji's recent address at Camberwell (teported in
Inpra of April 26):

Myr. Dadabhai Naoroji said, that after the remarks of Dr.
Macnamara they would more readily sympathise with thim when
he asked them to consider how people who hadiheen charged
thousands of millions sterling must feel in the face of such
burdens. Touching wpon the economic aspect of his subject,
he remarked that there were 20,000,000 human beings who ought:
to be existent in India, but who were not existent now. That
was the result of British rule of nearly 150 years. The ques-
tion naturally arose—What was the cause? Other colonies did
not lose their population like that; they were not reduced to
such extreme poverty as that which disabled the people of India
from having three-halfpence a day for supporting thé life of
man. With the kind of government to which India had beea
subjected for mearly a century and a half there could be no
other result. The Goyernment of India had bheen established
cutircly at the expense of India. Thousands of millions of Iu-
dian moncy had been spent in forming the limpire of India;
the British taxpayer had not spent 1s. in doing it. Not only
had Britain made Indiw pay every faclhing of the money, bt
the largest portion of {he blood spilled in forming the Indian
Bmpire had been Indian blood. The transfer of wealth now
amounted annually to from £30,000,000 to £40,000,000, and was
it any wonder that with this drain this country was im-
poverished? Politically the Natives were British helots, sub-
jected to a system of government more despotic than that
exercised by the despots of old. The promise in the Act of 1833
that there should be no distinction in colour had been honoured.
in the breach, and the conditions of the 1858 proclamation re-
mained unfulfilled. But it was, he concluded, in the democracy
of this country that the soyereign power résided, and it was
to them that India looked.—The meeting afterwards adopted a
resolution declaring that the faithlessuess of the British Gov-
ernment was the primary cause of the suffering new prevailing
in India, to the great injury not only of the Natives, bub of the
people of this country. .

TIIE FOREIGN PRESS ASSOCTATION AND INDIA.

[From A CoRRESPONDENT.]

Ab the recent diuner of the Foreign Press Association of
London representatives of the leading journals of Germany,
France, Russia, and Ttaly were present. M. G. de Wesselitsky,
president, was in the chair. The guests of the evening were Miss
Margaret Noble and Dr. Mullick.

Replying to the toast of “The Ladies™ Miss Noble paid a
high tribute to women’s work in India. India required many
workers. The country presented a large field for work of the
highest quality. She had been moved towards India by her
grand literature. ' Imbuled with the greatness of India of the
past, she had more particularly studied her philosophy which
was one of the most beautiful ever conceived. She then gave a
history of the Order of Ramkrishna fo which she belonged. She
thought it was a privilege for her to helong to this Order, as
no woman had hitherto been admitted to it. The power of
this Order was great. She spoke of its cducational value. The
Order of St. Francis was the only one which compared at all
favourably with the ancient Orders of India. The devotees
heing bound' to renounce all worldly desires, and being trained
not to value worldly goods; were ‘the most effective means for
spreading truth. The “yogis” or friars were bound to beg

from door to door, and by answering questions and removing
douhts and difficulties served the most useful purpose of carry-
ing ethics and education to the doors of the people. The value
of such agencies from a mational point of view was not to be
under-estimated. India was a most interesting country which
required deep study to understand her fully. (Applause.)

The President in proposing “India and the Indians,” said
that not only England but the whole of Europe, which they re-
presented, was interested in India, for India had produced the
most sublime thoughts which had yet been evolved. Her ancient
literature and her language were the eunvy and wonder of the
world. To her people they extended the homage due to a great
race. He would ask Dr. Mullick to reply; his career in England
had proved that given fair ground the Indians could mnot only
hold their own but beat the Western peaple, and that too in
science, which was supposed to be a Western property. (Ap-
plause )

Dr. Mullick assured the audience that they in India were

deeply grateful to the “savants” of Burope for their generous
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appreciation of Tndian intellect. Perhaps he would be for-
given if he agreed with the President that “India had pro-
duced the most sublime thought.” That was not all. There
were in some quarters the eroakings of despondency which took
for granted that India’s glory was a thing of the past, and
that her vitalily had passed its maximum, He differed from
such dismal prophecies. They had in India the most wonder-
ful phenomena, slowly yet surely evolving themselyes into
shape. In ancient times, peace born of a splendid isolation
cecured for her conditions most fayourable for intellectual
pursuite. “Plain living and high thinking” was her motto.
India made for herself a chain of literature and a code of laws
which encircled well nigh the whole of the human imagination.
Then came wave affer wave of foreign invasions and inter-
necine strife which plunged the country into turmoil and dis-
¢rder. Happily nnder a settled form of government the people
were once more asserting their ancient spirit and pursuits.
Tndia of to-day was an interesting study of a grand effort of
drawing herself together for an eventful future. The concen-
tration of Her energies was the essential feature:of the present
transition stage in her onward development. She required
caveful nurturing and a skilful hand to guide her to a greater
destiny. There was nothing more necessary for her rejuyena-
tion than an nmpire who would see that the game was fairly
played. There should be mo hitting below the belt. ‘Lhey
wanted the British Government to assume the attitude of bene-
volent meutrality. They did not ask for any protective tariff
in favour of Indian intellect. Their attitude was that the
country should be thrown open, as indeed was promised by their
Magna Charta, the Proclamation of 1858, to untrammelled com-
petition in which efficiency, not colour, was to be the deciding:
factor. They required education in India, but not the machine-
made educafion which stunted the imagination and perverted
the moral instincts. There were gleams of light as regards the
future. Indians were placing their country before their pre-
judices. They recognised that mo nation could receive divine
aid who did not help themselves. Tdeas of national ambition
were replacing those of personal gain, the parochial were giv-
ing place to the patriotic; and India, with her mighty past and
lier many triumphs, would rise like the Pheenix from the fire,
and enrich the world with her many gifts. (Applause.)

The Association has resolved to hold a large meeting of its
members and others this month. The subject will be India.

Jmperial Parliament.

Monday, March 25.
HOUSE OF LORDS.
SCOTTISH PRESBYTERIAN SOLDIERS IN INDIA.
USE OF GOVERNMENT CHURCHES.

We give below the full report of the discussion upon this
subject, which was summarised in our columns at the time:—
_Lolm STANLEY oF AnpERLEY asked the Under-Secretary of
State for India how many churches had been built for Scottish
Presbyterian soldiers, and at what cost, since the Highland
soldiers on their return from Dargai were refused admittance fto
the garrison church; and whether the Quartermaster General
would not be the fittest person to decide as to the use of garri-
son or cantonment churches. Several questions had been
asked on this subject in the House of Commons, and the ques-
tioners had always been referred to the Blue-hook now on the
Table; but that Blue-book did not shed amy light whatever
upon the reason why a change was made, and why the disposi-
tion of the churches was taken away from the military authori-
ties. There were two grievances in this matter—the grievance
of the Scottish Preshyferian soldiers, and the grievance of the
taxpayers of India. The first that was heard of this by the
public was after the battle of Dargai. The Highland regiment,
after they had returned from the engagement to the canton-
ment, were refused admittance to the garrison church. The
colonel was told that he might hold the service in the open air
but this he refused to do, saying he would not expose the sols
diers to the risk of sunstroke. Two alternatives were submitted
o lum. He was offered a dirty barrack room, and, of all places
in the world, a disused '})la.y-hcuse or theatre, in which no Scot-
tish Presbyterian would think'of worshipping.

There was great speculation as to who had proposed this al-
teration, and some accused the Viceroy, merely on the ground
that his father was a clergyman. But the Viceroy arrived in
India subsequent to this incident, so could not be held TeSpon-
sible. Moreover, anyone who knew Lord Curzon would not
suppose for one moment that he was a man who would inau-
gurate such a change. Tt was next suggested that the altera-
tion was made by Dr. Welldon, the Bishop of Caleutta, though
the I’resbyter.mns se}d that on account of his toleramce they
were not afraid of him, but of his successor. But Dr. Welldon
Vas not always of the same mind, as might be seen from some
of his public utterances. For instance, he had invited the
prayers of nou-Christians for her late Majesty on the occasion
of ker eightielh birthday: this had raised the Bishop of Colom-
bo against him. TLafely he preached in his cathedral on mis
slonaries in a sense which would satisfy the requirements ex-
pvrcsggq recently by the noble Marquess at the head of the
)r.overnment, though he said nothing less than what a Christian
bishop was bound to say; the week atter Le preached a sermon
i support of vivisection. This was most injudicious, as both

Hindus and Mussulmans are strongly against if, besides it
being against biblical teaching. Later on he committed himself
still Further dy calling upon the Government of India to have
the Bible taught in Hindu and Mussulman schools. Against
this ths Bisliop of Bombay protested, and said it would be the
hest wuy to empty the schools and to break faith with the Hin-
dus and M\lssu{mans. Tt was rumoured that Dr. Welldon was
to be translated to the See of London. Since that see had been
filled it was still stated that he was coming to London. He
(Lord Staniey) thought he ought to be tramslated from Cal-
cutta, becauss he was miscliceveus, but not to any other im-
portant see, where he might be equally mischievous.

With regard to the Scottish Presbyterian soldiers, this ques-
tion had been wrongly treated as a religious question in the
Blue-hook. It ought to have been treated as a national political
question. The Church of Scotland was cqual in importance fo
the Church of Eugland in the matter of the treatment it de-
served. Her late Majesty the Queen used always to attend the
Presbyterian church “when in Scotland. It was one of the
first principles of the law of mations that countries had equal
rights, irrespective of their size, and as the Church of Sanapd
was the Church of a separate mation it should be treated with
full respect. The action of the authorities in disregarding the
rights of that Ghurch constituted a slur upon it; and the exhi-
bition of bigotry that had been displayed was to be greatly re-
gretted. It was bigotry such as this with regard to the keys of
The shrines in the Holy Land which led to the Crimean War.
The Bishop of Lahore had made a proposal that when churches
were consecrated only the chancel should he consecrated, and
that the nave should be left open to Scottish Presbyterian sol-
diers. He thought this a very good proposal. Coming to the
other grievance to the taxpayers of India—he contended that
it was not right, more especially in the year of famine, that
they should be put to great expense in finding: more churches
for an alien religion when the buildings nsed by members of
the Church of England would suffice. He hoped it was not too
late for the Indian Government to tale steps to put an end to
this state of things. It had a very bad effect on the Hindus
and Mussulmans to see Scottish soldiers outcasted in this way,
and to see that Christians were so divided that they could not
even worship in the same church.

The Earl of Harnwicks: The noble Lord has travelled over a

somewhat extended area in the course of his remarks, and I
shall find it difficult to follow him and to give him information
on all the points on which he desives enlightenment. In the
first place, I think the noble Lord is under some misapprehen-
sion when he says that the question of worship in English
churches in India was taken away from the military authorities.
Consecrated churches in India, as the Blue-hook will show, have
always been undor the control of the Amglican Church. The
question was put to the law officers of the Crown, and they re-
ported that the consecration of Anglican churches involved an
undertaking that they would be appropriated to the Church of
England, and the Government of India cannot properly require
that they should be used by other bodies without the consent
of the authorities representing the Church of England. The
noble Lord referred to Bishop Welldon, and, though he praised
some of his public statements, T understood him to condemn
others. None of the matters to which the noble TLord referred
in conmexion with Dr. Welldon’s remarks, so far as I can un-
derstand, had any reference whatever to the question on the
Paper; but, as a matter of fact, Dr. Welldon has stated his
opinion on this subject very clearly. Tn a circular he addressed
to the clergy of Imdia in May, 1899, after Lord Curzon had
brough: in mew regulations with regard to the worship of
Scotch Presbyterians in Anglican churches, he said that he
could not but believe that with reasomable consideration on
both sides the difficulty which had arisen with reference to the
churches might almost, if not entirely, disappear. He added
that where there were no Nonconformist buildings, or none that
were sufficiently large or suitable, it could only be a privilege
to admit Nonconformists at convenient hours to the use of
churches belonging to the Church of Englana.
The noble Lord asked me how many churches have been built
for Scotch Presbyterian soldiers, and at what cost, since the
Highland soldiers on their return from Dargai were refused ad-
mittance to the Garrison church. The India Office has no in-
formation of any kind as to the refusal to admit these soldiers
to the garrison church. I do not know where the moble Lord
has obtained his information. There is no reference to it in
the Blue-book in any correspondence that has passed between
the Government of India and the Secretary' of State during the
past two years. As T am not ahle to say when this incident
oceurred, T eannot tell the noble Lord how many churches have
been built since the incident. But T can tell him that separate
churches for Presbyterian worship have already been erected,
partly or wholly at the expense of the Government, at Caleutta,
Madras, Bangalore, Secunderabad. Bombay, Karachki, oona,
Allahabad, and Dalhousie. The noble Tiord referred to a pro-
posal that had been made by the late Bishop of T.ahore to con-
secrate the chaneel of newly-erccted churches, snd leave the body
of the church. open for Presbyterian worship. The Bishop of
Tahore made that proposal at the time when the regulations of
1898 were in force. Liord Curzon introduced new regulations
in 1899, and T believe the present Bishop of Lahore is perfectly
satisfied with the existing arrangenients. The Government has
decided, wherever the Presbyterian community is sufficiently
large, to erect chnrches for their use which will not be conse-
crated. The places at which these churches will be erected are
Rawalpindi, Sialket, Cherat, Bareilly, Chakrata, and Pesh-
awar.

‘T'he noble Lord next asked me whether the Quartermaster

Greneral would not be the fittest person to decide as to the use
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of garrison or cantonment churches. That is obviously a pro-
posal which it is impossible to consider for a moment, because
consecrated churches are by law under the authority of the
Bishop. I understood the noble Tord to suggest ¢that they
were formerly under the control of the Quartermaster General.
I do not think this was the case; and for the very short time
in 1898 that the Commander-in-Ghief had a certuin contral the
management gave such offence that it was speedily altered by
Lord Curzon, The whoale of this difficulty arises from the fact
that what the Anglican Church is willing to grant as a prace
the Presbyterians claim as a right, But I helieve that the
“modus vivendi”™ which hLas been arrived at is working:
smoothly, and since the new regulations of 1899 there has only
been onc small instance of any difficulty arvising in the working
of these regulalions.

Thursday, May 2.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
GOLD, SILVER, AND CASH BALANCES.

Sir Jouw Lene asked the Secretary of State for India whether
he could state what amount of gold was now held by, or on be-
half of, the Indian Government, as compared with {he
£9,400,000 held in April of last year; how much of this metal
was now held as reserve against currency notes: Up to the close
of last month what had been the net export from or import
into India of gold since April last; what were the corresponding
net values of silyer as shown in the Indian Trade Returns; how
much or what proportion of these met imports or exports of
treasure had heen on Government account: And, what were
the present amdunts of the Indian Government's cash balances
here and in India respectively.

Lord G. Hasurzon: 1. The amount of gold held by the Gov-
ernment on the 3lst of March, 1901, was £7,115,047. 2. Gold
to the value of £5,708,487 was on the 22nd of April held as re-
serve against currency notes. 3. In 1900-1 there was a Lotal net
import of gold £561.423. 4. And of silver -£6,337,783. ‘5. The
transactions on account of Government included in the fore-
going figures were a net export of gold £4,489.949, and a net:
import of silver £5,389,051. 6. The cash balances on the 31st
of March 1901 were, in England £4,090,660, and in India about.
+£10,650,000. )

CURRENCY AND PRICES.

Sir Jory Tiexg asked the Secretary of State for India whetlier
he could state what amount of silver in rupees nad been coined
and issued in India up to the end of March since April 1900;
and what sum, if any, as Iepresenting profit on such coinage
had been credited to current Tevenue:: What amount of;gold
coin had been paid out in the same period from the Treasuries
or Currency Départment on tender by the public at the rate of
15 rul"aees in silver or currency notes; what was the total sum
of currency notes mow in circulation: And, can some general
or average statement be presented showing the rise or fall at
the up-country markets in Pprices of seeds, jute, and other non-
ediblé export products since the beginning of 1897.

Lord G. Hasmmmon: 1. The numbor of Tupees coined in India
duriug the official year 1900-1 is 171,479,318, 2. The gross profit
on this coinage is £3.150,000, and the net profit £3,030,000. The
whole of this sum is in the accounts credited to Tevenue, a cor-
responding amount being debited to expenditure as transferred
to the gold reserve fund, so that the balance is unaffected.
3. The amount of gold coin which has been issued to the public
in the sawe period is :£6,374,850, of which about half is esti-
mated to be still in (heir hands. 4, The value of currency notes
in circulation on the 31st of March, 1901, was Rs. 29,86,59,000
(29 crores, 86 lakns, 59 thousand). 5. The statistics available
in this eonntry as to prices do not show the rise or fall in respeet
of non-edible iexport products in up-country markets.

MADRAS PRESIDENCY COLLEGE. 4

Mr. Carse asked the Secretary of Stute for India whether he
could explain why there had been so long a delay in appointing
4 successor to the late Mr. Seshagiri Sastriar, Sanskrit Professor
of the Madras Presidency College; and whether it was intended
to uppoint a Native of India to the vacant post.

Lord G. Haarmron: T am not aware of the exact date of Mr.
Seshagiri Sastriar’s death. but T observe that in a list pub-
lished last January his mame appesrs; and T have no resson to
suppose that any unreasonable delay has taken place in filling
up. the vacancy, nor’do T know the intentions of the Madras
Government.

Lriday, May 3.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
BOER PRISONERS .IN INDIA.

Mr, Dinnon asked the Secretary of State for War whether he
would explain why India had been selected as a place for the
internment of Boer prisoners of war: whether plague had been
prevalent lately in Bombay and in the neighbourhood of Ah-
mednagar; whether he had satisfied himse f, by personal en-
quiry, that it was a suitable place for the defention of pri-
soners of war: And, whether he would consider the desirability
of sending Boer prisoners in future to Ireland.

Mr. Broprick : T must refer the hon. meniber to my reply to

a similar question put by the hon. member for the Tullamore
Dot King's County on April The locality was se-
lected by the Indian Government, and this is a.
which the judgment of those on the spotis necessari
liable than that of any one in this country.

Mr. Drnton: The right hon. gentleman has not answered the
last paragraph of my question.

Mr. Broprick: T am not: sure that residence in Treland would:
agree with the Boers. (Laughter and cheers.)

Mr. Driroy asked the Secretary of State for India whether
famine was at present prevalent in the district of Ahmednagar;
whether the number on relief lists was increasing : And,
whether there had recently been a water famine at the station
of Ahmednagar.

Lord G. Hauriron : Owing to the failure of the Spring crops
there is scarcily of food in some parts of the district of Ahmed-
nagar which the Government are remedying by relief measures,
and the number of persons receiving this relief will probably
increase during the next three months, bub this will not affect
the Boer prisoners in any way. T have no information as to
any recent water-famine in the station of Ahmednagar.

ucstion on
y more re-

Monday, May 6.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

LORD AMPTHILL'S APPOINTMENT.

Mr. MucNEmr asked the Secretary of State for India whether
Lord Ampthill, who had been appointed fo the. Governorship of
Madras, had had any experience of Indian affairs, and what
had been his official experience previous to his promotion.

Lord G. Haurrmoy: The answer to the first part of the ques-
tion is in the negative. As to the second part, I understand
Lord Ampthill was engaged since 1895 in connexion with colonial
matters at the Colonial Office. g

Mr. MacNermx: Is not Lord Ampthill’s promotion due to the
fact that he was formerly private secretary to the Colonial
Secretury?

Tord G. HamruroN: No-

Tussday, May 7.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
BURMA RATLWAYS AND AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVES.

Sir Anrrep Hickaan asked the Secretary of State for Tndia
whether he was aware that the Senior Government Inspector of
Burma Railways had reported that the American locomotives
which were in use there show want of strength, and that parts
supposed fo be of casti steel proved to belof inferior metal and
workmanship; that alterations and repairs had been required
much in excess of what was necessary with locomotives received
from British makers; that Mr. J. §. Johnson, of the Tiocomo-
tive Department, veported that the American locomotives con-
sumed upwards of 35 per cent. more fuel per train mile than
English locomotives doing the same work: And, whether he
was ayare that the report of the Chief Mechanical Engineer of
the Hgyptian Railway Administration upon American and Bel-
glan locomotives as compared with those of English make had
been published in the Board of Trade Journal for April; and
whether, laving regard to the fact that orders were being
given for American locomotives by other Government depart-
nients, he would publish in full the reports of the Burma, Rail-
way Tnspectors.

Lord G. Hamrimox: The Senjor Government: Inspector of
Burma Railways, in his report dated August 5, 1900, has noticed
certain defects in the American locomotives supplied to the
Burma Railways Company. The report said to have been
made by Mr. Johnson, of the Locomotive Department of that
Company, is not in the possession of this office. 2. The infor-
mation which I have received does not lead me to think that
the American locomotives on Indian Railways have veen found
generally unsatisfactory; but I will communicate to the edifor
of the Board of Trade Journal the Report on the Burma Railway
Locomatives, and any other reports hearing on this subject which
appear torme likely to give useful information.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.
Notice has been given of the following question : —
Mr. Canve,—To ask tlie Seeretary of State for Indi if he will
lay mpon the Tablc' of the House the Reporb and Appendices

therto on Peasant Indebtedness and Land Alienations to Money
TLenders in Parts of the Rawal Pindi Division, made. by Mr. S. S.
Thorburn, Commissioner of that Division, dated May 1, 1806.
(Thursday, May 9.)

NOTICES OF MOTION.

The following Notices of Motion appear upon the QOrder
Paper of the House of Commons;—

Mr, Hexey J. Wimmson.—Opium,—To call attention to the
Indo-Chinese Opium Trade; and to move, That, in the revision
of Treaty relations between this country and China, it is de-
sirable to offer to the Chinese Government complete freedom to
tuke such measures, whether hy increased taxation or otherwise,
g:s 1{; may judge necessary, for the suppression of the Opium

Tathe.

Sir Sexaouk Km(;,—(}cgpers Hill College,—To call attention
to the Correspondence and Papers laid: upon the Table of the
House in conncxion with educational

changes at Coopers Hill
College; and to move a resolution.
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PUBLICATIONS RELATING
TO INDIA.

+ To be obtained from
THE BRITISH COMMITTEE OF TEE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,
84-85, PALACE CHAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.

Reports of the Proceedings at the Annual
ssions of the Indian National Congress, from the
3rd to the 14th Session. 2s. each, post fres.

The Skeleton at the (Jubilee) Feast (Congress
Green Book L), by Sir Wintrix WeppErsurN, Bart. (being a
series of suggestions for the prevention of famine in India).
Post free, 7d.

Ro%a.l Commission on Indian Expenditure:

vidence-in-Chief of the Tndian Witnesses. (Congress Green
Book IT.) Post free, 1s. 10d.

The Proposed Separation of Judicial and
Executive Functions in India. Memorial to the Secre-
tary of State. With two Appendices. (Congress Green Book ITL.)
Post free, 1s. 2d.

Two Statements presented to the Indian

ency Committee (1898), by Mr. DapaBmAT NAOROJII.

Speech by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, M.P., in
the House of Commons, August 14, 1894, on the Debate on the
Indian Budget.

Ditto do. in the House of Commons, February 12,

1895 on the Debate on the Address.

Ditts do. on British Ruls in India (1898).

Pres1dent1al Address by Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, M.P., delivered to the Indian National Congress at
Lshore, 1893.

Presidential Address by Mr. A. M. Bose,
ML.A., delivered to the Indian National Congressat Madras, 1898,

Speeches of Mr. Alfred Webb, M.P., President
of the Indian National Congress, 1894-5.

Va.ledmtory Address of Mr. Alfred Webb,

M.P., delivered at Bombay, Janunary 17, 1895.

Speeches of Mr. D. E. Wacha delivered at the
9th, 11th and 14th Sessions of the Indian National Congress.

Is the Government of India Responsible to
Anyone, and if s0 to Whom P Speech delivered at Croy-
don by Mr. W. C. BoxNERIEE.

The Famine in India.
Public Reception to Mr. Vaughan
Famine Distriots, July, 1900.

Mr. A. 0. Hume’s Farewell to India. Speech
delivered at Bombay, 1894.

India Reform Pamphlet IX. The State and
Government of India u.nder its Native Rulers. 3d.

The Indian National Congress: its Aims
and Justification. By Roserr Enicar.

Indian Politics. A Senes of Papers on Important

dien Q by Promi Post free, 4s. 4d.

A Needed Reform in the Indian Adminis-
tration, by Roues C. Durr, C.LE.

The Bogey of a Russian Invasion. A Lesson
from the Tirah Campaign, by Col. H. B. HaNNA.

The High Courts and th ol]ector -Magis-
trates in India, by J. DicosTa. 3

The Government of India amgd its Reform
through Parliamentary Institutio ﬁ J. Dacosra.

Note on Sir J. Westland’s Budget, 1894-5.

Note on the Explanatory Memorandum of
the Secretary of State for India, 1894-5.

Note on Sir James Westland’s Budget, 1895-6.

Note on Sir H. Waterfield’s Tables, 1884-5
to 1884-5.

The Foor Man’s Lamb : Famine Insurance for
the Masses versus Exchange Compenestwn for the Olasses.

REPRINTS FROM “INDIA.”
The J’udmxlry and the Executive in India. Interview with
The B Mn:umol(l}ma o t d
e Bomba; overm:nen and High Ed
> ;}ae Houl [t or lucation, by
ational Famine Gra.nt Letfar from th
Bociety to Lord Salisbury, 1! 2 Heoudon Tudtas
India and the General E'lechon (1900).
“lellmchuly Meanness.” )
The ‘¢ Over-] {mpulation” Fallacy Again.
No National Gontribution ?
The ‘‘Slimness” of the India Office.
‘“Mainly & Question of uoney 2

Ad;‘" tion of the Publi
wardew to responsible persons or Associations
dom for gratuitous distribution,
British Commitiee,
Chambers,

g:eches delivered at a
ash on his return from the
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above will be for-
in the United King-
S N‘:'nmlwguen application to the
naian atu 84-

Weatmsngter, 5.W. e 80; Folacs

(] .
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA:
Their Many Merits by Many who have Known Them.”
Mr. Alfred TWebb's articles repﬁnterl in pamphlet form
Jfrom ‘¢ INDIA.”
A copy will be sent free on receipt of 1d. stamp to cover postage.
Secretaries of Political Associations, Clubs, Literary Societies,
in the United Kingdom may obtain copies for distribution on
application.
Bermse JommrrrEx oF 7HE Inpran Narronar CoNGRESS,
& 85, Pataor CHAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, B.W

In India, sppheatwna should be addressed to
r. HARICHANDEA A. TALCHERKAE,
52, Veronica Street, Bandra, Bombay.
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HENRY'S GREAT INDIAN REMEDIES COMPANY
43, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C., axp

27 SECOND LINE BEACH, MADRAS.

THE GRANHAMS, SHELFORD, CAMBRIDGE.

A. DOUGLAS RUDGE, B.A., late Scholar and
o Prizeman of S8t. John’s College, Cambridge, is pre-
pared to take entire charge of a limited number of young
Indian gentlemen and to educate them for the University or
Public Schools. Special attention paid to Science subjects.
Heslthy counfry home four miles from Cambridge. Refer-
ences kindly permitted by Romesh C. Dutt, Esq., C.LE., and
Dadabhai Naoroji, Esq., in London.

DR. T. N. GHOSE’S

PECTORAL BALSAM.

A BOON TO SUFFERERS FROM ALL DISORDERS AND
JOMPLAINTS OF THE LUNGS AND OHEST.
For Cold in the Head, Coughs, Hoarseness, Asthma,
Hooping Cough, Brouchitis, Sore Throat.

Da. W. VENOR says: ‘I haye used it myself and prescribed it for many
gﬂt‘lenu, and un ve:y strongly. reeommend it for Bronchitis, Asthma, Indiges-
1t will n geutmn. but & single dose I have found

Rivunlmmadh re_l!el.—
P. 0. GHOSE & 00., Nuw Mmmun Haxrn, Mzzrus.

The annual subscription to INDIA (post free) is nine shillings
Jor England and siw rupees for India. Subscriptions are payable
in advance. Remitiances, or communications relating to subscrip-
tiona or any other matler of business conmected with INDIA,
should in all cases be sent fo the MANAGER of INDIA,
84 and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminstey, London, S.W. In
any communication regarding copies of INDIA circulated in
India, 4% {0 requested thad Bubscribers be referred to both by
name and by the number printed in each case upon the addressed
wrapper.

Subac;iptim-in England :— .
May 1 to End of Year (Post free), 6s. 9d.
Oheques and Posl Office Orders payable to W. DouaLas HaLL.
Copies of INDIA can be obtained from the Offices of the
Paper; from M=. ELuioT BT00K, Paternoster Row, Londom,
E.C.; and to order af any Railway Bookstall.
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