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NOTES AND NEWS.

AS will be seen from our Parliamentary report, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in introducing his
Budget last week made a slight reference to the proposal
for a national grant towards the relief of famine in In-
dia. Tt was an inaccurate reference, for it attributed to
Sir Henry Fowler a proposal which originated with the
British Committee of the Indian National Congress act-
Ing in conjunction with the Indian Parliamentary Com-
mittee. But let that pass. The point is to notice once
more how closely the intevesfs of India are bound up
with 1he course of British policy at home. Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach’s argument was, to be sure, childish enough.
Reduced to plain ferms, it 1s something like this: * No
doubt this Goyvernment has spent an appalling amount
of money, but how can the Opposition complain when it
is for ever urging proposals iuvolvm%fresh expenditure 7’
The answer is, of course, that the Opposition has every
right: to complain if its proposals are intrinsically sound
and have to be postponed because the Government has
wasted public money. If a man is starving his children
it 1s no excuse for him to say that he is nevertheless ex-
tending his estate and making gifts to his clergyman.
But for the war, and but for the doles to landlords and
parsons, the Treasury would have had mo difficulty in
providing a handsome contribution to the funds for the
volief of famine in India. That is the fact which Sir
Michael’s remarks serve to bring into prominence.

A Correspondent writes:—The approaching visit of
Lady Curzon to this country has given rise to consider-
able speculation in Conscrvative circles as to the proy
bability of Lord Curzon’s early retirement from the
Viceroyalty. The voice of rumour has been encouraged by
the contents of Lord Curzon’s recent speech on the In-
dian Budget, in which he rather appeared to sum up
the aims and the achievements of his official career in
India. The general feeling is that he has attempted,
somewhat more than he has achieved and has forfeited
in the process a certain amount of goodwill on the part
of those to whom a Conservative Viceroy would natur+
ally look for support. While this is the state of affairs
in India it is also felt that a rearrangement of high poli-
tical posts at home cannot be much longer delayed, and
Lord Curzon’s name is freely mentioned in this con-
nexion. If Lord Curzon should in fact retire from the
Viceroyalty in the course of a few months a question of
some slight difficulty would arise with reference to the
selection of a successor. Bub it is believed that this diffi-
culty may be met through the return of the distinguished
administrator who has given so much satisfaction to the
loyalists in South Africa. How far Sir Alfred Milner’s
illness 1s of a diplomatic kind need not be discussed. But
there are undoubtedly reasons which make it convenient
that he should not return to South Africa provided that
suitable political promotion can be found for him else-
where. Such promotion it is suggested is likely to be
found in the Vicercyalty of India, and it is pretty con-
fidently anticipated in well-informed circles that Sir Al-
fred Milner will succeed Lord Curzon at no very distant
date.

The Indian newspapers which have come to hand by
No. 17. Vorn. XV,

the last mail give some interesting particulars concern-
mg the arrangements made for the reception of Boen
prisoners m India. As to the policy or impolicy of this
transportation we say nothing. But it is important that
no time should be lost before sceuring that none of the
expense consequent upon it be charged upon the revenues
of Tndia. Tt is not, of course, to be supposed that any
of the expenses directly and obviously incurred in the
matter will be so charged. But previous experience
warns us that unless special vigilance is shown some of
the cost will, quite unintentionally, or at all events with-
out deliberation, be thrown upon the Indian taxpayers.
It is possible, for instance, that certain officers in the
pay of the Indian taxpayers will be taken from their
proper duties in order to discharge duties connected with
the supervision of the prisoners. If so, the wages of such
officers ought manifestly to be paid for the time being
by the War Office.

The labour question in Rhodesia, which has been a
thorn in the side of the exploiters for the past ten years,
is getting very clamant. The introduction of Chinese
has been so stiffly opposed that even Mr. Rhodes had to
repudiate the idea expressly; and the Abyssinians had
not rushed in to take advantage of the opening. At the
meeting of the Chamber of Mines at Salisbury (March
14), Major Johnson stated that they could not get
legislation to make the Natives work, and, therefore, they
must get the most suitable labour from elsewhere,” other-
wise (he learned in London) “no capital would be put
forward.” So he submitted this resolution, which was
unanimously adopted :—

That the Chamber is of opinion that it is of vital import-
ance to the future of Rhodesia in general, and the mining
industry in particular, that there should be guarantees to
European capitalists that an unlimited, not a spasmodic, sup-
ply, satisfactory and economical, of nnskilled labour was avail-
able for the development of the mines of this country. That
such guarantee can only be possible when arrangements have
been completed for the introduction of Asiatic Iabour. That
this Chamber urges upon Government the necessity of imme-
diately taking steps to pass through the Legislative Council
such permissive legislation as may be fonnd necessary to pro-
vide for the importation, control, and compulsory return to
their country and re-engagement of Asiatic labourers.

The desiderated labour is to be “ Asiatic "—presum-
ably excluding Chinese, and meaning specifically Indian
—and it is to be *‘economical.” A further resolution
indicates the intenfion of the Chamber of Mines to be
that this economical Asiatic ““labour ™ shall be “quar-
tered in compounds ' ; © that it shall be a eriminal offence
for any immigrant to be found two miles beyond the
limits of the property where employed without written
authority of the employer ”; “ that it shall be an of-
fence punishable by heavy fine for an employer to use
such immigrants in any skilled capacity "’ ; ““ neither shall
any such immigrant ever acquire real estate in Rhodesia,
or letters of naturalisation”; and so forth. The at-

tractions to men that have any inkling of freedom are
tolerably conspicuous by their absence. But, of course,
slavery is an ugly word in British ears, and it is not
used. We shall wait now to see what the administrator
will do with these precious resolutions.

Tast week, in commnenting on the “Indian Memorial
Service ” at Durban (March 1) in commemoration of her
late Majesty the Queen, we mentioned that the Mayor of
Durban presided, and that Mr. Khan, in proposing a
vote of thanks, said that the Mayor “always took an
interest in the Indian population of the town.” From
a writer in the “ Natal Advertiser ” (March 16) we now
obtain the substance of the Mayor’s remarks on the occa-
sion :—

°
He strongly praised the loyalty of the Indian commuaity,
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and hoped the children present, their sons and daughters,
would grow up as loyal as they, and become honoured citizens
of the Empire. The picture before him was so impressive,
with all these Indian children in their picturesque attire, come
there to pay a tribute to their late lamented and glorious
Queen, that it would never fade from his memory as long as
life lasted. They were Indians, but they were sons and daugh-
ters of the Empire, and he. the Mayor, recognised no distine-
tion of race and croed among British subjects.

“Such an_expression of opinion from so important a
functionary as the Mayor of Durban,” adds the writer,
“ill show the Press of India that there is no tendency
here to put in force or maintain any unmecessary restric-
tions as regards the Indian community, whose flourish-
ing state, I think, reflects creditably on Natal and tne
freedom which it extends to them.” Well, we shall see.
Anyhow, we entirely agree that the Mayor of Durban’s
attitude does the highest credit to his humanity and
common sense. o) -

A telegram from Durban states that Tord Harris was
presented (April 22) with an address by the Tndians
scttled in Natal. We are not informed as to the con-
tents of the address, but we can readily surmise that the
British Indians seized the opportunity of engaging the
interest of a former Governor of Bombay in their posi-
tion in the colony. When Lord Harris returns home
he will have an excellent oppertunity of representing to
his friends in the Government the just claims of our
Tndian fellow-subjects in South Africa. Mr. Chamber-
lain’s difficulty hitherto has been that he could not urge
the Government of the South African Republic heyond
the terms of treaties or comyeubions, or interfere with
the Natal Government’s rights to determine Natal le-
gislation in its own way. Now, however, he can write
Tiis wishes on a clean slate in the Transvaal, and thereby
show plainly what he expects from the self-governing
colonies on the same matter. Lord Harris, it may be
hoped, will exercise his fluence freely on behalf of
justice to the compatriots of his former subjects.

The creation of the new frontier province and the
consequent withdrawal of frontier affairs from the Pun-
jab Government raise the question whether its influence
was good or bad. The correspondence between the Gov-
ernment of the Punjab, the Government of India, and
the Secretary of State in Council was published on April
1, and the © Pioneer ” declares:—

At all events these papers demonstrate heyond all doubt

that the Punjab Government did act as a restraiming influence
on the impetuosity of the frontier “forwards.” For this rea-
son we hold that Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick has done a public
service in reminding the Government of India from his place
in the India Council that with the constitution of the mnew
province this influence will disappear, and it will be the busi-
ness of the supreme Government to supply its place.
Tt is curious to note that Lord Curzon and Tord Elgin
came to diametrically opposite views on the frontier pro-
vince, the latter thinking the influence of the Pumjab
Government necessary, but as our contemporary says:—
Tt will occur to most people thut for a Viceroy who was so
deeply impressed with the importance of the Punjab brake in
frontier affairs, Lord Blgin contrived to let the frontier coach
get down hill at a perilously uncontrollable speed during his
period of office.

Lord Curzon declares that the “ forward ™ policy on
the frontier is  superannuated.” This is excellent, but
it is well to remember that only three years ago Sir
George White proclaimed that it was decreed by * in-
exorable fate” one of many instances of the failure
of " the mevitable.” Tie  Pioneer,” while warmly ap-
plauding Lord Curzon's declarations, says:—

The Government of Tndia in fact has not created a mew
poliey, but has reverted to a policy of common, sense after an
aberration which lasted over a decade, and cost the country

" orores of rupees. Tor that reversiou tlie credit is mainly due
to a few distinguished Anglo-Indians, among them the late
Sir Donald Stewart, and to a few writers in the public press,
who steadily opposed the policy of interference and absorp-
tion at a time when fo do 8o was by 1o meauns so popular as
it is at the present moment. B
But cur contemporary does not think it worth while to
mention that at the time when the bulk of Anglo-Indian
opinion was supporting this aberration, Indian opinion
was almost unanimously on the side of common sense.
And yet we find that opinion constantly treated as un-

~ worthy of consideration.

In the debate on the Budget in the Viceroy’s Council,
the Hon. Rai Sri Ram Bahadur put forward five mea-
sures whereby, in his opinion, future famines may be
prevented, or at any rate their severity may be to a
large extent alleviated. These are:—

(1) Distribution of taccavi or agricultural advances in time:

(2; Establishment of technical institutes;

(3) Establishment of agricultural schools;”

(4) Tstablishment of agricultural banks; and

(5) Light and permanent or long-period settlements.

On most of these puints‘xie made important remarks,
but not one of them received any notice from the Fin-
ance Minister in his reply. Tt may be that he imagined
no reply necessary when the proposals involved at once
a reduction of income and an increase of expenditure.

The hon. member laid stress on the distribution of
taccavi “in time.” and he pointed out that the remedy
of technical education and industrial schools was one of
the recommendations of the first Famine Commission,
adding that “an institute for higher research, like the
one proposed by Mr. Tata, of Bombay, is absolutely ne-
cessary to enable the people to learn the higher branches
of science and develop the resources of the country.”
Referring to the lack of facilities for agricultural educa-
tion, he showed statistically that ““India in this respect
cuts a very poor figuréindeed * in comparison with Aus-
tria, Germany, Russia, and the United States. India,
i fact, has but “ five institutions of all kinds for agri- |
cultural imstruction,” and only one of these ranks even
nominally as a college—the Agricultural College at
Saidapet in Madras. It is really too ridiculous “in a
vast continent like India, whose principal source of in-
come is agriculture, and where about 90 per cent. of the
population ave agricultarists.” The hon. member finds
no comfort in the establishment of a Department of
Land Records and Agriculture in every province, having
for one of its functions, no doubt,  the supervision of
the agricultural condition of the province, and the adop-
tion of measures conducive to agricultural improve-
ment.”” For these reasons:—

The Department has got no machinery at “its command

through which it can diffuse instruction in the first principles
of agriculture among the villagers, or give them advice on the
seeds to be sown, crops to be produced, and manures haying
great fertilizing powers to be msed. There is at present a
paucity of men capable of carrying out such work.
“The consequence is that the Indian cultivator uses the
same implements of husbandry, and ploughs, sows, and
reaps in the same mannuer as his ancestors did hundreds
of yeass ago.” In view of the eternal financial strain,
one would think the Government might at length take
agriculture in hand seriously.  Perhaps it is among
Lord Curzon’s dozen subjects: he hopes, he says, to be
able, “in the forthcoming summer or autumn,” to deal
with “ educational 1eform—the placing of education in
India, in 1ts various branches, university, higher, second-
ary, technical, and elementary, upon a definite and scien-
tific footing.”

The Hon. Rai Bahadur Bipin Krishna Bose reviewed
in considerable detail the economic situation in the Cen-
tral Provinces as affected by the famine. He regards
the outlook as very gloomy. Thus he says:—

TIf is estimated that the outturn of wheat will not go beyond
a third of a normal outturn on a normal area, and that of lin-
seed beyond one-fifth. In two districts which were very hard
hit last year all the spring crops, except’ wheat, are said to
have been wlholly ruined. . . . The future is full of anxicty
both for the people and the Government.

The landaeverue of the Central Provinces stood ai Rs.
85,82,000 on Ocbober 1, 1899, It stands in the Budget:
at Rs. 80,67,000—a realisation of 94 per cent. being ex-
pected. But “ in the year following the famine of 1896-
97 the percentage of realisation was 82,”" and “ the people
are more resourceless now than they were after the pre-
vious famine.” This throws light on the Budget esti-
mate! Either the estimate will not be fulfilled or elss
the people will be harassed, for there is no hope of a
bumper crop to relieve the situation. “I have ven-
tured to draw attention to the matter,” says Iir. Bess
significantly, “ as the subordinate officials directly re-

sponsible for the realisation are generally apt to be in-
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fluenced in their proceedings by what they think Gov-
ernment expects of them than by the capacity of tue
people to pay.” The reality of the distress seems to be
very emphatically demonstrated by the remissions of
debts in varying proportions. But Mr. Bose considers
that even this relief ¢ is not likely to lead to any lasting
good unless it is accompanied by banking facilities” ; and
he does not think well of © the system that seems to find
favour ”’ (with the Government)—the mutual credit in-
stitution based on the principle of co-operation ” among
the members—but declares for ““ the scheme formulated
by the Government in 1884.”

The Fon. Kunwar Sir Harnam Singh criticised se-
verely the Finance Minister's conclusion as to the “ re-
cuperative power ™ of the country. Admitting Sir Ed-
ward Law's belief to be * certainly based on substantial
facts,” he contended “that this recuperative power and the
economic conditions of the comntry are not so well as-
sured as they have been represented to bs” (in the
Budget, statement). The land revenuc, as he points
out, “is the only source of revenue that is on a stable
footing,” and yet it “is in a serious condition at pre-
sent,” and, in opposition to Sir Edward Law, he finds it
no matter of congratulation ¢ that the proportion of land
revenue to the total of our rescurces shows a diminishing
tendency.”  Sir Harnam Singh shows himself keenly
alive {o the prudence of having the monsy well m hand
before launcling out on experditure that is not urgently
necessary. In the same spirit the TTon. Rai Bahadur P.
Ananda Charlu points the oniy rational policy:--

True economic progress will and can come only from the

colossal demands on the country’s resonrces being consider-
ably reduced, from the administrative muachinery being cheap-
cned a great deal, by the rayat heing relieved of harassments
ot re-assessments and re-settlement, and, above all, by the
growth, development, and multiplicity of industries which
constitute a necessary complement of agriculture in working
out the prosperity of a country, and which will converge to-
wards produciug what the Finance Minister has very pro-
perly called the highly satisfactory result, from an economic
point ot view, of substituting expenditure in India for ex-
penditure abroad.
The opinions of the native members of the Viceroy's
Council, being expressed in cautious and restrained lan-
guage, carry implications of weight and deserve very
much more serious consideration than they obtain in «.e
Finance Minister's airy reply.

One of the chief Anglo-Indian papers, the “ Friend of
India,” writes: - 2 :

On a consideration of the whole of the published facts, we
are forced to the conclusion that, in the matter of its letter to
the Local Government recom ding the pensi of Mr.
Pennell, the High Court did not act with that care and deli-
beration which were to be expocted from sueh a tribunal in
any case, and especially in a case involving such serious
issues.
This strong comment is grounded on the Court’s having
only heard evidence against Mr. Pennell on his supposed
refusal to deliver up the record in the Noakhali case,
while he had no opportunity of offering any defence. It
is, however, obviously unlikely that he intended any con-
tempt of the High Court since the especial object of his
journey to Calcufta was to hand over the records in
safety.

The Census has shown that since 1891 millions of the
population have been swept away ; but it is evident that
this is chiefly due to the earlier famine. In 1899, which
included the first months of the last famine, the death-
rate was 31.34 or only four per thousand more than in
the preceding year. No doubt the mortality was greater
afterwards when cholera fell upon a people already
weakened by privation, but to have had so low a death-
rate in the carlier period was itself a triumph. In the
same year, 1899, a thousand more persons were sent to
gaol than in the preceding year, but this was little more
than the average for several years, and less than half
the number in 1897. Mr. Fraser is able to say: “ It has
now been proved that to take refuge in gaol is not
necessarily one of the first results of famine.”

Qur readers will remember the interesting series of
opinions on the “ many merits” of the people of India,

which Mr. Alfred Webb gathered together from the
writings of “ people who have known them,” and which
we printed in our columns from September 15, 1899, on-
wards. Very naturally the articles were re-published
in India by Mr. H. A. Talcherkar, of Bombay. The
“ Bombay Gazette ” (January 17) has taken Mr. Talcher-
kar's patriotic brochure as the text for a yard of sar-
castic jeering, which seems intended to be a humorous
corrective of the booklet’s alleged tendency “to flatter
the Native.” It says that “it does mot occur to Mr.
Talcherkar that much of that which he reproduces is
mere flattery ”; but it takes good care not to point out
specifically what is “ mere flattery ” and what is not.
Nay, it even quotes this comprchensive sentence from
Mr. Seymour Keay—who certainly is as fully qualified
to speak of the Indian character as any writer on the
staff of the “ Bombay Gazette,” though its anonymous
seribe sneers at him:—°

. They (Indians) are shrewd in business, acute in reasoning,
thrifty, 1cligious, sober, charitable, obedient to parents, re-
verential to old age, amiable, law-abiding, compassionate to-
wards the helpless and suffering.

And does our contemporary deny this? Not at all. On
the contrary, it implicitly admits that “ this is true.”
What is the difficulty, then? © But is it true of all:’
‘Why, cn this principle of argument, it would be ob-
viously impossible to make any gencral statement on any
subject whatever. The ‘‘Bombay Gazette” certainly
does not flatter the intelligence of its readers.

Mr. Talcherkar sends to us a brief reply, for which, he
says, the “ Bombay Gazette” is unable to find space.
The excuse for not publishing his courteous remarks is
not after the Indian manner; it is distinctively Anglo-
Indian. Mr. Talcherkar states plainly the purpose of
the opinions he publishes—a purpose obvious enough to
the most limited capacity. He says:—

No nation is perfect on this earth, and the Indians cannot

claim exemption from defects; but when it was found that
they were, in some quarters, persistently painted blacker mor-
ally than they really are, the necessity arose of unearthing
these testimonials to show fhat there is a bright side to the
picture.
There is no possible answer to that, otherwise our con-
temporary would have been pretty sure to advance it.
But Mr. Talcherkar goes farther, and issues something
like a challenge. He writes:—

You are right in suggesting that I might have done a service

to my countrymen had I shown their faults znd failings along
with their virtues and merits, for it is good to know our short-
comings as others see them in us, Though the task of prepar-
ing a compilation of faults and blemishes is always an unpleas-
ant one, T am prepared to undertake it, provided the demerits
are pointed out by Anglo-Indian and other worthies gualified
by long residence in the country and a close acquaintance
with the people to form a just estimate of the national
character.
Here is a firm, though mnodest, challenge. We shall be
interested to see our contemporary’s answer.® Both com-
batants agree on one point. At one point, the “ Bombay
Gazette ” says:—

Our object is to show that, though Europeans may “ vilify

—to use Mr. Webb’s term—some Natives and some of their
institutions, towards the bulk they are friendly—more friendly
than at any previous period of Indian history.
And Mr. Talcherkar points out that in his preface to the
book he “refers briefly to this happy state of affairs.”
‘We hope that they arc right in this opinion. We should
not have guessed it from the tone of our contemporary’s
treatment of Mr. Talcherkar’s book.

Remittances on India for 60 lakhs were on Wednesday
offered for tender by the India Council, and applications
amounting to Rs. 6,22,75,000 were received at prices
ranging from ls. 3d. and 29 32nds to 1s. 4d. The follow-
ing amounts in bills were allotted—rviz., Rs. 21,95,000 on
Calcutta, Rs. 21,39,000 on Bombay, and Rs. 16,66,000
on Madras, all at an average of 1s. 3.937d. Tenders at
1s. 3d. and 15-16ths will receive about 13 per cent. Later
the Council sold two lakhs in bills on Caleutta at 1s. 3d.
and 31-32nds. Last week remittances for Rs. 61,46,851
were sold for £407434, making the total disposed of
from April 1 to Tuesday night Rs. 1,24,64,978, produc-

ing £826,232. Next week 60 lakhs will again be offered. !
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THE INDTANS TN SOUTH AFRICA.

THE wrongs of the Indians in South Africa have al-
ready been set forth on many occasions in these
columns. Tt has been shown how the British nation,
while ready to enforce the claims of its Buropean sub-
jects m the Tramsvaal even at the cost of a long and
bloody war, have tuwrned a deaf car to the complaints of
ats Indian subjects; nay, how the loyal colony of Natal
has equalled; if it has not surpassed, the oppression of
the Indians by the Republic. From tims to time, also,
attenticn has been called to particular phases of the
question, such as the sufferings of Indian refugees and
the threatened legislation agamst Indians at the Cape.
But: there are strong reasons for now returning to the
subject. The refugees —at all events the Ewropean res
fugees—are begmmning to go back. The settlement of
the Transvaal is being considered o all sides; and the
treatment of the Indians is attraciing some notice in
india. The question naturally divides mto three heads:
Fust, the position of the refugees; secondly, the future
status of British Indians in the Transvaal; and thirdly,
their status in the remainder of South Africa, and morz
cspecially in the sslf-governing coieny of Natal.

The English public has heard a great deal about the
hardships of the Uitlanders during their hasty jowrney
from Johammesburg at the time of the outbreak of the!
war. Opinions have differed as to the accuracy of these
stories, and as to the possibility of obviating the hard-
ships undergone, regard being had to the numbers that
had to be conveyed at once, the congested state of the
railway line, and the natural precedence given under the
circumstances to soldiers and munitions of war. Buti
among the fugitives were some of whose sufferings there
could be no doubt—sufferings caused not by the bad ar-
rangements of the Boers or the circumstances of the case,
but by the laws of Natal. That colony, the nearest Bri-
tish soil to Johannesburg, was the natural refuge of the
fugitives. But its laws forbade the entry of British In-
dians except on conditions which few of the exiles could
fulfil. Thus the easiest route was closed to them, and
“they had to make (heir way round by Delagoa Bay, of-
ten o remain stranded m that pestilential climate. For
at Delagoa Bay a new difficulty presented itself. Free
admission to Natal was no more possible by sea than by
land, and the masters of vessels bound for Durban would
wot venture to accept Indian passengers. Some of them
were even taken on board m the hope of such a passage,
and then carrvied to India. But te many India was a
strange land. They were the descendants of families
that had come from India one or two generations bafore.
They had themselves been born in Natal, and had passed
their Lives in South Africa. They had no friends in
Tndia, and they were now carricd to subsist on the charity
of strangers in that plaguestricken and famine-stricken
country. = At length the heart of Natal relented, and the
regulations controlling Indian immigration were sus-
pended so as to admit the Indian Uitlanders, bub not
until immense suffering had been experienced and much
ruin had been caused.

It would scem, then, that when the question of the
Teturn to Johannesburg arose the Indians in considera.
tion of their sufferings were entitled to specially favoumr-
able treatment. But, even leaving what they had under-
gone out of account, they might at least claim equality
of treatment with their Buropean fellow-subjects, since
they had been expelled for the same cause, as subjects of
the British Crown. And though they were refused per-
aission to fight i the British ranks, men of Indian
Llood showed equal bravery as stretcher-bearers in suc-
couring the wounded—bravery so splendid as even to
sweep away for a moment in & wave of generous admira-
tion the prejudices of the people of Natal. Yeb it would
appear that the Indian vefugees are now heing treatod
with gross unfairness. Our correspondent cabled from
Durban on April 16, as follows:—.

=)

Hundreds of European civilian refugees, male and female,
have been allowed to return to the Transvaal, and shops that
do not belong to Indians are open. The authorities offered
some months ago two “permits” for the thousands of Tndian
refugees, but none have been granted yet. The Indian rofu-
'S€es are in comsequence suffering severely.

Not a slur has been cast on the loyalty of the Indians.
No charge of misbehaviour is alleged as an excuse for
this favouritism. Thus do the champions of equal rights
begin the administration of the new territories.

But if the industrial life of Johaunesburg resumes its
old course, the Indians, or some of them, will again re.
turn. The vacant places will again be flled, and the
second of the three questions will come to the front—
the future status of British Indians in the Transvaal.
In the old times we were told that the treatment of the
Indians by the Transvaal Government was beyond the
reach of the Colonial Office. They were as much sub-
jects of the Crown as the other Uitlanders, but no for-
cible representation of their grievances was made to
those who ruled in Pretoria. It is true that the Mar-
quis of Lansdowne has told us since the war began that
noue of the iniquities of the Boers so roused his indigna-
tion as their treatment of the Indians. But in the time
when these grievances of the Indians were still in exist-
ence we heard very little of that kind of talk. Expres
sions of helplessness, coupled with scarcely-veiled indiffer-
euce, was the general answer of the Home Government.
But such helplessness can no longer be urged. The old
authorities have passed away. The Transvaal is, we are
told, to be administered for a time as a Crown Colony,
and therefore directly by the Colonial Office. Now 1t is
admitted that, whatever be the faults of the Colonial
Office, it, like the public opinion of this country, is more
inclined to take a broad view of the rights of subjecty
peoples than in the public opinion of our colonics. There-
fore, by its general traditions, the Colonial Office is
bound to see that the Indians ave treated witl full
equality hefore the law; hy the declarations made at
the commencement of the war, it is hound to abrogate
the oppressive laws of the former Government; and by
its position in the new  colony,” it will have complete
power tc do co.

Nor must it be forgotten that the action of the Col-

onial Office in the Transvaal will be an example, and, it
may be. a warning to the rest of South Africa. If it is
seen that the old oppressive laws against Indians are re-
vived in their full force, or even that there is a discri
mination against Indians as compared with other civi-
lised inhabitants, it will be an encouragement to the
Colonists m Natal to maintain the odious laws that still
exist, there, and to those of the Cape to imitate them
In vestrictive legislation. If, on the other hand, the
Home Government determines that all the old gula-
tions of which the Indians complained, and which sa
deeply moved the tender heart of the present Foreign
Secretary, shall be swept away for ever, then that deter-
mination must inevitnbly be felt far beyond the Trans-
vaal borders. The Colonial Office failed to interfere on
behalf of the Indians in the Transvaal. It has refused
to interfere in Natal, but in the now colony it will have
to consider neither the risk of war with a powerful State
nor the danger of offending a self-governing colony. Tt
will be on its own ground and master of the situation, and
great will be the shame if justice is not done.
. As has been already said, this subject is now attract-
ing considerable attention in India. On it all parties
are agreed, and Anglo-Indians and Indians unite in''de-
manding an equitable treatment for their fellow-subjects
of Indian vace. Ome great Anglo-Indian ovgan, the
* Trmes of Tndia” has again and again urged ‘the' claims
of the Indians. Amother, the *“ Friend of India,” mow
Joins in on the same side. It recalls the proclamation
of Sir George Napier when Natal was annexed to tha
Empire:—

There shall not be, in the eye of the law, any distinetion or
disqualification whatsoever founded on mere distinction of
colour, origin, language, or creed, hut the protection of the law,
:l‘illee&er and in substance, shall be extended impartially to all
Such were the promises of Sir George Napier’s proclama-
tion. But, as our contemporary points out, the laws of
Natal not only belie these promises but are different.from.
those of other colonies. Elsewhere special laws agains
Indian immigrants are treated as exceptional and temy
porary. designed to protect the Buropean character of

the colony. When the immigrant has adapted himself
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to his surroundings, “no race distinction is legally re-
cognised

That is a reasonable and a just arrangement. In Natal, on
the other hand, the existing law makes a perpetual race dis-
tinction, extending to all descendants in the male line.
Bus this is a violation not only of Sir George Napier's
proclamation but of the maxims current in South Afri-
can politics and of the promises of the British Govern-
ment. “ Equal rights for all white men™ has given
place to “ equal rights for all civilised men,” and wha
shall say that the Indians are not civilised? The British
Government put forward as its great object in the war
the redress of the wrongs of its subjects. How great wall
be the shame if those wrongs remain unredressed, and if
the iniquities denounced under the old rule are restored
under the new.

OUR, LONDON LETTER.

‘WesTMINSTER, Thursday.

* Would to God,” exclaimed Oliver Cromwell when
he was at’any time thwarted by Parliament, “ that I had
remained by my woodside to tend a flock of sheep rather
than have been thrust on such a Government as this.”
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach is not a Cromwell, but he cer-
tainly speaks of the Government of which he is a ve-
sponsible member in something of the Cromwellian,
strain, He finds himself the wrong man in the wrong
place. Or, is it that he regards the other nineteen int
the Cabinet of Twenty as misplaced geniuses! No great
stretch of fancy would be required to conceive Smr
Michael in the character of the twelfth juryman whose:
opinion of his colleagues was sumnmed up in the drastig
observation that he had never in his life met eleven such
obstinate fools. “I stand among them, but not of
them,” says the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in tue
words of the poet, “in a shroud of thoughts which are
not their thoughts.” At least, that is what he might
say if he were as thetorical ‘as he is certainly outspoken.
Sir Michael's political friends have been reciprocatng
his contempt by enlivening the week with rumours of
the impending resignation of this plain-dealing Mmister.
Perhaps the wish was father to the whisper.

Why is the Chancellor of the Exchegquer unpopular}
Simply because of his office. He fell out of favoun
ecighteen months ago because of a suspicion that he was
trying to hold the purse-strings too tightly. Lord Salis-
bury himself did not scruple to hint that the spending
departments were thwarted in certain legitimate enter-
prises by the parsimony of the Treasury. And now the
so-called skinflint is universally denounced as spendthuift.
Tn short, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach doubles the parts of
candid friend and scapegoat. He reproaches his col-
Jeagues with the extravagance that has landed them i &
deficit of £53,000,000, and is himself abused for the neces-
sary measures he has adopted to meet an estimated ex-
peﬁditure in the current year of over £180,000,000. Yet
after all the new taxation represents a small proportion
of the needs of the moment. Its principal features are
an import duty of two shillings a hundredweight on
sugar, an export duty of two shillings a fon on coal, and
an addition of twopence to tle income tax, yielding in
all aq extra vevenue of £11,001,000. Compared with the
£60.000,000 which the Chancellor proposss to raise by
loan this immediate exaction seems almost trivial.

In the first stages of the war, Ministers were all cpti-
mists; now they arve all pessimists. They vie, indeed,
with one another in their eflorts to intensify the gloom
of the situation. Sir Alfred Milner himself emerges in
the roie of a Cassandva. Things, he says, have been
going from bad to worse for six months past. The period
«f retrogression, it is interesting tn note, covers the date
of the general clection and of Lord Roberts’s reiterated
assertion that the war was over. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer underlines the darkest passages in the Highj
Commissioner’s review of the campaign, and declares
with a certain grim satisfaction that it can no longer be
described as a small war. It has already cost'us more
than the Peninsular campaign, and twice as much as the
Crimean war, and it is still costing us, as Mr. Brodrick:

admitted the other night, £1,500,000 a week. More-
over, we shall probably have to pay for it out of ouny
own unaided pockets. Sir Dayid Barbour has sent home
a discouraging report of the fiscal resources of the con-
quered territories. South Africa has been brought to
the verge of ruin, and he sees no prospect of any substan-
tial contribution to the Imperial revenue from that
quarter for years to come. And for all these things,
strange to say, the country seems meclhned to hold Sm:
Michael Hicks-Beach, of all men, to a vengeful account.

No Budget of recent years has evoked so furious a
storm. For the present, the opposition comes chiefly
from the coal distriets. Cardiff declares that it will be
ruined if its export trade in coal is hampered by a tax,
while Northumberland and Durham threaten to close
down their mines rather than contribute of their natural
wealth to the expense of the war. From one point of
view, South Wales deserves more sympathy in its dis-
tress than the North of England. Northumberland was
conspicuous for its full-blooded Tmperialism at the last
election, and even Durham was infected. Wales, on the
other hand, pronounced with singular emphasis against
the policy of the Government. It seems rather hard that
so heavy a proportion of the tax should fall on a part of
the country that distinguished itself by protesting
against the cause of it all. But there would seem to be
little doubt that on this point the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer is preparing to climb down. After all he has
obtained borrowing powers for £60,000,000, and as pos-
terity is quite unrepresented in the House of Commons
the temptation to add more and yet more to the Na-
tional Debt, rather than incur the unpopularity of in-
creasing current taxation, becomes almost nresistible.

Monday's proceedings in Parliament were an agree-
able relief from the financial debates of the week, buti
the net »esult of the discussion was unsubstantial. M.
Roche had left a sickroom and had travelled as an -
valid from Ireland to move a resolution calling for the
establishment of a Catholic University in that country.
His devotion was rewarded by a debate consisting al-
most entirely of speeches i support of his proposal, not
the least remarkable of which wa: one m whick M.
Baliour again strove to convert his pa=tv to tme Na-
tionalist view. Bub on this as on some sther 1mportant
questions Mr. Balfour’s attitude is aliogether paradozi-
cal. As an individual politician e supp.rted {lie re-
solution, while as a member of the Government lie in-
timated that if it were carried to a division be should
be compelled to vote against it. Mr. Redmon-l ridicuied
this fantastic plea, but in the end permitted the resolu-
tion to be negatived.

Ministers may or may not be riding for a fall, but
their conduct within the last few days has certainly
heen open to suspicicn.  On the first night of the Budget
debate the Government Whips allowed thew majority to
dwindle to about a third of its normal proportion, and
next day they repeated the achievement. Dissatisfac-
tion might account for part of the defection, but the
real cause was undoubtedly the indifference of the Chan-
cellor’s colleagucs to the prestige of that Minister's
Budget. Rumours of a crisis in the Cabinet were the
inevitable sequel to this peculiar manifestation of Minis-
{erial disunion. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach was reported
to have tendered his resignation. But there was no need
for Sir Michael to do anything of the kind. He had
obtained his way, and if his resignation was threatened
at all it must have been before and not after the intro-
duction of the Budget. i

Doubtless the Government are sick enough of the hope-
less task that they have set themselves. Now that they
have got the ship into a difficulty they would be only
too glad to escape responsibility by entrusting its naviga-
tion to other hands. So, at least, say those shrewd obser-
vers who analyse the controversies of the chamber i the
cooler atmosphere of the Lobby. If the country could
see in the Opposition the material for an alternative
Ministry Lord Salisbury would probably be out of office
within a few wecks. But while the Liberal party at
large has closed its ranks the Liberal leaders are still
paralysed by some impalpable influence. When the pre-

sent Government commits the happy despatch—which
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1t will probably do before long by sacrificing its head—
it will almost certainly be succeeded by one of the same
complexion ander the leadership of the Duke of Devon-
shire. Mr. Chamberlain has waited long for his chance
and has tried to find it first in one party and then in
another, but it is generally acknowledged that with all
his versatility he is as far removed as ever from the goal
of his ambition.

One of the most singular characters who ever sat in
the House of Commons has just been removed by death.
Dr. Tanner was chiefly known to the British public as
the ringleader in innumerable Parliamentary distur-
bances. He must have been suspended some scores ofl
times. Always on those occasions he made a point of
pausing at the door to inform his fellow legislators, in
the style of Coriolanus, that it was he'who banished
them, not they who made an exile of him. But despite
his professed contempt for Parliament Dr. Tanner was
ouly truly happy within its walls. He had been warned
at the beginning of this year that he must go abroad if
he wished to prolong his life. He came to Westminsten
instead, comscious, it is true, of the danger, but willing
to face it rather than remain out of the fight.

FROM BOMBAY.
AND THE GOVERNMENT.

NOTES
PENNELL
THE BUDGET.

MR.

[Erox AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
Bownavy, April 6.

The week is devoid of any public event of importance.
The Bengal Native Press is hammering away at utne
extraordinary action of the chief actors in the post-Pen-
nell drama. While that outspoken judge is undergoing
official punishment, even before he is heard, by way of
suspension from office, the Native Press in Calcutta iy
vigorously demanding of the High Court and the Su-
preme Government the grounds on which that suspen-
sion is made. Is it in the public interest? Ts it in the
interest, of the punished officer himself? Is it in the
cause of truth and justice? Or is it in the interests of
the distinguished Service and the Administration that
the action can be justified? No answer has as yet been
forthcoming. No doubt a kind of an answer will comg
in later. But its nature may be casily anticipated. The
High Court will no doubt defend itself under its own
rules and regulations, while the Supreme Government
will pose as the injured innocent. Discipline, and all|
the rest of the hollow official cant with which we are so
familiar, will be dragged in to support its measures.
The official organs will cry aloud that the Government
of India is a heaven-sent Daniel. Tts judagment is the
judgment of Rhadamanthus. The voice of justice and
reason will be drowmed. The noise of the clamant
courtiers will be re-echoed in England. Tt will rever-
berate in the columns of the inspired Press from Corn-
wall to Orkney. And then? Why the deluge will work
out the destruction of the man who dared to call a spade
a spade. In India it is dangerous to utter the bare
truth. Aye, as far as the Native Press goes it is rank
sedition. So let us all wait and watch the final action.

But it seems that the nemesis of events for the last
few years is too strong for the strongest Government in
Asia. 'We wenb on crying for years that poverty stalked
nakedly and woefully in the Jand. But it was a cry in the
wilderness.  The trumpet voice of famme, however,
twice within four years was successful enough m mak-
ing the wilderness resound with its own doleful wail,
till at last the highest authority in the land has had to
declare the fact ; albeit glossed with that tinge of official
optimism which is the badge of the administrative
{Pharisees.

Similarly, the voice of the people has been loud these
many years past as to the sins of omission and comy
mission of a branch of the public Service. The tyranny
?f the Executive in its capacity as prosecutor, jury, and
judge has been a crying evil.” But it was not heeded
till ab last the Rangoon outrage case and the O'Gara
case made it clear that that tyranny was real, and must
be repmved sooner or later. And as if to pursue this
®longlived evil, nemesis has been dogging its footsteps

till at last the Chupra and the Noakhali incidents have:
made the administrative Pharisees shalke 1n their shoes.
‘Well did the poet sing:—

Good grows not like a tree from one sole root.

But evil grows up side by side with f‘md,

And out of evil Nature brings us good.
Thus doth the ordinances of nature, which are eternal
as they are true, override all the laws of mortal man, the
creature of a day.

As to the Budget, I see you have already indited your
criticism, and have been able to detect, even more clearly
than some have viewed it here, the optimism of our
Budget-malkers. Whether it is Barbour or Westland,
Dawlkins or Law, each and all have demonstrated to
perfection that they are no more than superior book-
leepers. As such they never can soar to those broad
heights whence the true statesman in matters of finance
surveys the situation, takes cognisance of the: real facts
underlying the superficial phenomena of so-called “re-
cuperativeness,” and draws his own gouclusmn.s as to the
poverty of the people. T might, if time permitted, write
chapter on chapter exposing the fallacy lurking in each
statement made by the Finance Minister in his mono-
graph on the so-called “ economic progress.” He says
that * close examination of certain material facts will
afford further proof ” that recuperative powers are “ no
idle assumption.” I say that they are. But let me
put my own view in the form of queries.

(1) As to imports and exports. Can any sound infer-
ence as to the real commercial progress of the people be
drawn from merely exhibiting superficial figures of im-
ports and exports for a trienmial period, especially a
period which has become notorious for the severest fa-
mine of the century!

(2) What are the scientific data on which to base the
theory of the commercial prosperity of any country!

(8) Can India, which is a debtor country, and withal
subject to foreign rule, be ever commercially prosperous
when the naked fact of an annually increasing indebted-
ness and unfavourable balance of exports is to be clearly
seen !

(4) Can the abstraction' of at least thirty crores of the
national produce of the country, year in and year out,
without the slightest hope of return, ever point to “ re-
cuperative ” resources or tend to any material accumula-
tion of the surplus national capital which mn other coum-
tries develops true trade, arts, industries, and manufac-
tures?

(5) TIs it true that the large imports in piece goods, in

metals, in railway and building materials, in sugar,
and so forth, are entirely or mostly on account of foreigu
capital temporarily invested in the country?
. (6) Is it true that the large exports in rice, in cotton,
i jute, in oil seeds, in tea, and so forth are entirely or
mostly on account of foreign capital temporarily invested
in this country ?

(7) If true, where would the so-called commerce of the
country be, if there were an absolute withdrawal of that
foreign capital?

(8) _Apart from these facts, where is the evidence that,
in the consumption of the articles required by the masses,
there has been any progress worth speaking of during the
last 25 years, “pari passu” with the growth of the
population ?

(9) Are the masses in a position to buy to-day even a
single yard more per annum of Lancashire goods tham
they were in 18757 s A

(10) How much of the metals now imported belong to
foreign capital, and how much to indigenous capital?

(11) Has the State ever taken out fair statistics of the
percentage of imports and exports belonging to Native
States? Has it done so similarly for the foreign capi-
talists? And has it found out what is the real share of
the people of British India; and, if so, what was that
share per head of the population in 1875 and in 1900?

(12) Has the consumption of salt per head of the popu-
lation since 1886-87 increased or dimimished? Was it
not 33,729,954 maunds in that year, and was it not
35,366,018 maunds in 1899-1900% In other words, is it
not the fact that in 1886-87 the consumption per head
was 2,12 1bs. and in 1899-1900 1.96 lbs? Is that a sign
of the prosperity of the masses or a deterioration in their

condition ?
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(18) Is it not the case that during the last 15 years,
say, since the forcible seizure of Upper Burma, old taxes
have been enhanced and new taxes imposed! And is
it, therefore, surprising if, owing to this increased taxa-
tion, the percentage of land revenue to total revenue is
shewn smaller? Moreover, what of the 105,000 square
miles of new land added to British India sice 1885 by
veason of the seizure of Upper Burma? How much
land revenue has come to the State on account of this
new territory? ITow much has the State put on to the
Treasury through waste lands brought under cultiva-
tion; and how much by enhancement of settlements i
the Rayatwari districts; and has the State any accurate
data of the total indebtednsss of villages and districts
where revenue cnhancements have been made during the
last/ 15 syears ?

(14) Ts it not the fact that old taxes have been en-
hanced and new taxes imposed since 1886 on the osten-
sible plea of “low exchange ”! Has not the licence tax
been converted into an income tax? Has not the duty
on salt been enhanced from Rs. 2 to 24 per maund ? Has
not the duty on petroleum been increased? Have nofi
import duties on almost all kinds of' articles been re-
imposed, inclusive of those on cotton gaods? Ts it not
the case that this enhanced and new taxation gave the
State between 1886 and 1893 2.24 croves per annum;
and from 1893 to date an additional annual revenue of
3.74 croves, or, in other words, that the State to-day
has a fresh revenue of 6 crores?

(15) Was not this enhanced and new taxation of 6
crores ear-marked? Did not Vieceroy after Viceroy give
solemn promises that it would be all remitted as soon as
finances permitted ?

(16) Has the Government ever remitted taxation,
though the exchange difficulty accordmg to its own
statements has disappeared, and the gold standard and
gold currency have been a complete “success ”?

(17) What would be the financial condition were this
ear-marked taxation of 6 crores expunged from the
Budget?

(18) And has not the Government committed breach
of faith with the tax-paying public so far? Has it not
at the same time, under pretence of exchange, collected
this taxation and used it to a large extent on unpro-
ductive military expenditure! Could that expenditure
otherwise have mounted up to 24 millions, starting
from 17 millions in 1885, when in view of the seizure
of Upper Burma the Government added 30,000 troops,
and when it has under one pretext or another carried
on transfrontier wars, made border tribes the country’s
enemies, and vastly increased the permanent military
charges?

(19) Without this taxation would mot the Govern-
ment of India have been in a bankrupt condition !

(20) Can it be truly said that, because minor heads
of revenue and the post-office and telegraph services haye
shewn better receipts, therefors the condition of the
country is prosperous? Are these irrefragable cvidence
of the greater prosperity of the people?

(21) Is it true that larger balances at post-office sav-
ings banks signify greater prosperity! If so, may it be
asked how is it that the deposits per head which came in
1889-90 to Rs. 164 have since steadily gone down till ten
years later they came down to Rs. 1252 Is that phe-
nomenon to be seen in the savings of people in Europe,
in the United Kingdom, and in the United States!

(22) Are the railways a really paying-concern: What
about the net loss to thie State of 55 crotes.

Thers are many other questions besides these whicl
T would ask the Imperial authorities honestly to answer
if they are prepared to prove that the Indian people are
to-dayy more prosperous than they were 25, or even 15
years ago.

THE CONDITION OF INDIA.
ADDRESS BY MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI.

[Frox Ovr OwN REPORTER.]

At a public meeting held at the North Camberwell Radical
¢lub and Institute on Tuesday evening, April 23, Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji delivered an address on the ‘Condition of India.”
The chair was occupied by Dr. Macnamara, M.P., and among
those on the platform were Mr. Facey, Mr. O'Connor, Mr.

Shampton, and Mr. W. C. Wade, t 1 i
Sempln secretary of the Metropolitan

The Chairman, who on rising to open the proceedings was
received with cheers, spoke at some length in an unfavourable
tone upon the new taxes proposed by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. Tn introducing Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji he said he
was sure the whole meeting was anxious to extend a most
hearty welcome to the distinguished representative of the Em-
pire in the East, who was about to address them (Cheers).

Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, who was loudly cheered, said, Mr.
Chairman and gentlemen, I am very pleased to have an op-
portunity of speaking to this Club, and I am quite sure that
I shall receive a very sympathetic hearing. In dealing with
this question T have heen helped a good deal by your chair-
man, who has told you in what you are involved at present,
by the expenditure of £100,000,000 last year, and who has
reminded you hLow keenly you feel the pinch. = You will,
therefore, haye much more sympathy with me when I tali,
not of a hundred millions, but of thousands of millions. The
subject to-night is the condition of India, and T will ask you
to consider it in two aspects. I take the economic aspect first.
The last report of the Indian census shows that something like
twenty-five or thirty millions of human beings who should be
existent are mot existent mow. That is a terrible state of
affairs, and that has followed British rule extending over nearly
one hundred and fifty years. The question naturally arises,
what is the cause of it? No other country connected witl
you, none of your colonies, is losing its citizens in the way in
which we are losing them. They are mnot reduced to that
extreme poverty which prevents us from even haying one
penny halfpenny per head to save the life of a man for ome
day. Tt is for you as electors of this country, you who have
the sovereign power in your hands, to see why such 4 result
has taken place. This state of things would have been other-
wise but for the system of government to which we haye been
subjected during the last century and a half. Tn forming the
British Indian Empire—and the formation of empires is no
child’s play, as the ekxperience of the last year or two has
tanght you—Indian money was only msed. Thousands of mil-
lions of our money have been spent in the formation of that
Empire. You have not spent a shilling in the formation of
{hat Bmpire. Not only that, but the blood that was shed in
its formation was Indian bloeod. In addition to this, you
have been regularly draining and bleeding us: of millions of
money. You may well ask yourselves this simple question:—
If England were subjected to such depletion, ta such bleed-
ing, what would be your condition? Would it haye been any
better than ours is? This bleeding was estimated at the be-
ginning of the last century to be something like three million
pounds per annum. This yearly bleeding has gone on increas-
ing incessantly, until at present it is something like thirty or
forty million pounds. If there were an end to this bleeding
we would have some time to recuperate; but it has been con-
tinuous, always running, and there is mo chance for the people
to Tecuperate. What other result can this continuous bleed-
ing have than to impoverish the people more and more every
year, till at last they must he swept away, 8o to speak, like
flies, as has happened during last year and the year before?
It is for you to consider whether you who have the sovereign
power in this country should mot use your power to put an
end to this disaster, for it is upon your heads that this blood
must lie. You have not derived that benefit from India which
you might Have done had a more righteous course been
adopted. These thirty or forty millions, which are extracted
from India every year, do not go to make you any better off;
they go into the pockets of the capitalists. You have fo con-
sider this fact, that the effect of this treatment of India and
the bleeding that is going on there only benefits a eertain
class, The great masses of the people do not derive the
benefit which they have the right to derive. You are carry-
ing on wars in order to create new markets, and there is a
great desire to create markets in order that the working men
of this country may get work. Now, in India you have three
hundred millions of civilized people, whose civilisation goes
back thousands of years, people who were clothed in purple
and gold when your ancestors were wandering about naked.
That civilisation is not lost. Tt is only in the last century
and a half that these people have been deteriorating. Here
are three hundred millions who might be customers; and if
we could become your customers you would not have enough
liands to satisfy our demand for your goods. If we were
treated justly we should become prosperous by our own in-
dustry. Australia has protection against you, and in the face
of that protection you send to Australia something like six
pounds’ worth of goods per head per amnum. The trade of
India is perfectly free. If you have goods to send there,
there is mothing to prevent you. If you make these threc
hundred millions of people your customers your benefit will be
ten times more than at present. Mr. Bright once put it very
significantly o a Manchester audience. He said if you were
selfish, if you wanted to seek your own ends, by all means
seek them, but you could not have your own good except
through the good of India. There are, he said, two ways by
which you can benefit yourselves—either by plunder or by
trade. At present you are henefitting trom us by plunder; if
that benefit were produced by trade just imagine what it
would be. Suppose we were able to enjoy what we produced,
and were able to buy even one pound’s worth of your goods
per head per annum, your trade with us would amount to three
hundred million pounds’ worth, which is the amount of the

whole of your {rade with the whole world at present. We
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would then have a fraternal and a commercial connexion with
cach other. But we have been continuously bled for the last
one hundred and fifty years, and this bleeding is always run-
ning, and increasing, and what was five millions at the be-
ginning of ln.s.t century is now six times that amount. You
are the sovereign power; you have the votes of this country.
The democracy have the majority of the votes. The democracy
maintain that they uphold progress, peace, and justice; and
if they can do that, if they can give us justice, we shall have
@ very great blessing indeed. hope that the Radical por-
tion of the community will exercise their full power, and
their vote, and not play into the hands of those who are re-
actionaries, who are satisfied that the world is good enough
for them. Both for the sake of the three hundred millions
deprived of their votes and for yourselyes it is your duty to
understand your power. But now I come to the other condi-
tion, the political condition. Britain claims thal Britons
shall never be slayes; but is it ler ambition that she should
make others slaves? What is our condition in India? We are
told that we are British subjects. We are not British sub-
jects; we are simply British helots. We are told that our
former rulers were despotic; but our present rulers are des-
potic with a vengeance. Their despotism has far worse effects
than that of those old despots. There never was a single pro-
duction of the country which was carried out of the country
by these despots of old. Whatever the people produced in the
country stayed in the country. The practice at the present
day is to carry away as much wealth as possible (FHear, hear).
I appeal to you as Englishmen who claim to be men of honour
whether this system of government is based upon justice. T
now ask you to see what our political position is. In 1833 the
great gquestion arose, how was India to be governed? There
was a long discussion on the subject, and it was threshed out
from every point of view. It was maintained that if ever Im-
dia rose to such a pitch as to become independent entirely, it
would be clearly England’s duty to permit this, without keep-
ing her under lier heel. Tt was sebtled at that time that India
should be governed on lines of justice and righteousness. In
that Act of Parliament it was distinctly stated that there
should be no distinction of race, creed, or colour in the gov-
ernment of the country. That Act is as dead a letter to-day
as if it had never existed. The charter was renewed again in
1853, when the complaint was made by Mr. Bright that the
Act passed in 1833 was a dead letter. The Executive Govern-
ment never even took the trouble to go into it. Whatever it
was that caused the Mutiny, that outbreak was suppressed for
the most part by Tndians themselves. It was then that that great
proclamation was made jn which the declaration of equal treat-
ment of the races was made far more emphatically. The pro-
clamation said that you held yourselves bound to the Natives
of your Indian territories by -obligations of duty, and that
those obligations would be a mutual blessing: it was further
stated that the people of Tndia should he freely admitted to
offices in your service, which they might be fitted by education,
ability, and integrity, duly to discharge. That was in 1858.
In 1862 similar promises were also made. But in practice it
has been the reverse. The British policy, as it has been pro-
claimed to the world, was to be a policy of justice, a policy
to raise the Indians to British citizenship, and it is that hope
and desire which keeps the Indians at this time from despair.
T have lived among Englishmen for nearly forty-five years. T
know_ what their wishes are, and know what our advantage
will be if we remain connected with them note as British
slaves, but as British citizens. Yon maintain that there should
be mo taxation without representation, and you all believe
here that we are governed m that way. I ask you to act in
the future. I am not crying for the past. You must insist
that your members do India jugtice. T appeal to you again,
and 1 feel that you, the democracy, haye the power in your
hands. As Englishmen it is your duty to do what is right in
the interests of humanity itself. If you do mot do it, then
hereafter you will have mo excnse. T now come to the Te-
gislative Council. The whole thing is a farce. The Govern-
ment has its majoritics. The result is that the small number
of Indians cannot influence in the slightest degree the taxa-
tion. Tt is said that India is the most lightly taxed country
in the world, and that India pays no more than five shillings
er head per annum. But the annual production per head in
ndia is only twenty rupees or two pounds. Englishmen pro-
duce forty pounds per head per annum, and out of that they
have to pay fifty shillings for taxation. But if you comsider
for a moment yon will see that the hurden is far greater on the
Indians (Hear, hear). Ladies and gentlemen, T have had much
pleasure in placing before you the condition of the people of
India. Famines are not caused through a scarcity of food
in India, but because the people have not the means to pre-
cure the food. T appeal to your humanity just as much as to
your honour and your justice. The Indian question must be
ooked into. If only the righteous principles declared in 1833,
1858, 1877, and 1887 were carried out great benefit wonld in-
deed be derived. If we remain a part of the British Empire
we ean benefit you as well as ourselves politieally, economically,
and morally in every way to an extent of which you have not
the lightest conception (Cheers).

Mr. Facey moved the following resolution: “That in th
pplil_mn ot_ this meeting the system of Government in Indi:
trically opposed the principles initiated in the Act

of 1833, and the ernclnmutiun of 1858, and that the faithless-
ness gf the British Government in this matter is the primary
cause of the misery and suffering now prevailing in Tndia, and
great injury not only to the Natives, but alse to the p;aople
of this country. who would derive substantial benefits from

the happiness and prosperity of their fellow subjects in the
i Sl prosperity ]

Mr. Wade seconded the resolution, which was ultimately
agreed to.

THE SUSPENSION OF MR. PENNELL.
QUESTIONS IN THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

At the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on
Ms=rch 30 the following questions were asked by the Hon.
Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea :—

(a) With refe to the pengion of Mr. Pennell, late
District and Sessions Judge of Noakhali, will the Government
be pleased to state whether it consulted the law officers of the
Crown before suspending him ?

(b) If it did not, then having regard to the strong differences
of opini d in the n press as to the legality
be pleased to eonsider

of the suspension, will the Government
the propriety of doing so now ?

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what further
action it proposes to take with regard to Mr. Penmell, and
whether he will be tried under Act XXXVII of 18350 ?

I have the honour to csll attention to the following abserva-
tions made by Mr. Pennell in his judgment in the murder cate
recently disposed of by him :—

¢ Mr. Corbett was nominally punished with the stoppage of
his promotion for one year. No sooner were the Government
orders issued than he was transferred from the undesirable
station of Backergunge to Ranchi, which is well known as u
sanitarium, and he has remained there ever since. Further,
the last Civil List shows that he has been put back over the
heads of all the police officers of his year, with the exception
of Mr, Justice Stevens’ son, who were confirmed before him,”

‘Will the Government be pleased to state if the statements
made in the last sentence of the above extract are trune? If so,
how is it possible to reconcile them with the stoppage of Mr.
Corbett’s promotion ?

I have the honour to call attention to the following extract
from the judgment of Mr. Pennell in the murder case :i—

“ An expression of the Lieut t-Governor’s severe dis-
pleasure was conveyed to Mr, Bradley, whose conduct, in the
opinion of the Governor-General in Council, ‘amounted to
little short of persecution, and was a flagrant abuse of the
anthority with which as & police officer he was entrusted.”
Between the first and 'second of these verbal castigations Mr.
Bradley was appointed to officiate as District Superintendent
of Police of Muzaffarpur, the prize district of Bengal, in succes-
sion to a very senior officer who is M#, Bourdillon’s brother-in-
law, and there Mr. Bradley has remained up to date.”

Are the statements made in the above extract substantially
true ? If so, how is it possible to reconcile a communication
of the displ re of the Gov t with Mr. Bradley being
permitted to retain police charge of what is described as “a
prize district of Bengal ” ?

Has the attention of Government been called to the following
obgervations made by Mr. Pennell in his judgment in the
murder case ?

‘The Police Department is the most ¢ genteel ’ of the refuges
for the destitutes in the Indian Empire, and that there is
hardly a man in high place out here who has not got in that
department some relative, of whom perhaps he may not be
very proud, but whom he has no wish to have on his hands.”

The Hon. Mr. Buckland replied: ** Gov decline at
present to answer any question regarding Mr. Pennell or his
judgment.”

MR. PENNELL'S MEMORIAL TO THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE.

‘We give below the text of the Memorial which Mr. Pennell
’has addressed to Lord George Hamilton :— 4
No. 3 SUSPENSION,
From Mr. A. P. Pennell, suspended Civil Servant, .
To the Secretary of State for India in Council.

Dated United Service Club, Calcutta,
"  March 21, 1901,

My Lord,—1I have the honour to state that I am a member
of the Covenanted Civil Service of India of fifteen and a half
years' standing, snd that I was till recently District and
Sessions Judge of Noakhali, in the Lower Provinces of Benﬁ.

2. In my capacity as such I delivered on February 15 last
a judgment in a murder case in which I deemed it necessary to
d.\re_.c,ﬂ the prosecution for forgery and perjury of a European
or ) District S i dent of Police named Reilly,
and as the Local Government had endeavoured, during the
pend{ng of the case, to intimidate me with a view to prevent
my directing this prosecution, I thought it necessary to expose
in my judgment the attempt made by Sir John Woodburn,

the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, and by Lord Cnrzon of
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Kedleston, the Governor-General, to burk the case commonly
known as the Chupra case, which formed the subjsct of certain
questions by Lord Stanley of Alderley in the House of Lords on
May 14 last. I also took ion to d the sycophancy
of the higher Judiciary in this country, which alone renders
such attempts on the partof the Executive authorities possible.

3. Mr. Reilly was committed to jail on February 15, The
Tocal Government applied to me on February 16 to release him

frame any charges against me, and whether I should be allowed
to submit any explanation or to be heard in my defence.

9. In reply, the Local Government informed me in their
Chief Secretary’s letter No. 1872 A., dated March 13 (copy
annexed), that they have at present no further information to
communicate to me.

10. 1 represented these facts to the Government of India in &
letiter (No. 2 Suspension) of March 18, of which a copy i8

on bail, although the Crown is the pre . and
although it was the case for the Crown in the murder trial that
Mr. Reilly was guilty of the crime laid to his chargs. This
attempt failing, the Chief Justice of Bengal, Sir Francis Mac-
lean, wired to me the following morning (a Sunday) through
the Registrar of the High Court enquiring why Mr. Reilly’s
application for bail was refused, snd urging me to carefully
reconsider my order. Neither the Chief Justice nor tha High
Qourt had at that time been moved judicially on behalf of Mr.
Reilly, and I am confident that your lerdship’s legal advisers
will assure you that Sir Francis Maclean’s action in sending
me this telegram was an illegality of so flagrant a nature as to
justify his being disbarred. I refused to do what Sir Francis
Maclean wished, and the consequence was that Mr. Reilly
remained in jail till February 21, when he was released under
telegraphic orders of the High Court.

4, On February 28 I left Noakhali for Calcutta with the
records of the murder case, which contained numerous im-
portant exhibits vitally affecting the Lieutenant-Governor,
and which for that reason I wished to make over to the High
Court myself to secure that it should not be tampered with.
Sir John Woodburn was so anxions that I should not do this
that he sent two urgent telegrams, within two hours of each
other, ordering me to remain in Noakhali, although the courts
were closed on account of the census, and I could do nothing
there. His anxiety only confirmed me in the belief that the
course I was taking was necessary in the interests of justice,
and I therefore proceeded to Calcutta with the'record, in spite
of his telegrams arriving on the night of March 1.

5. Till the morning of February 28 the record, a most
voluminous one, had been in the Copying Department of my
office, being copied for the accused and others entitled to copies.
It was neither made up nor indexed, and to make it up would
be & work of some days. Moreover, one of the accused had
been sentenced to death, and under the Indian law it is neces-
sary that when a Sessions Judge passes sentence of death he
should submit his proceedings with a letter of reference for the
High Court’s confirmation.'. No-such letter has ever been
written.

6. On March 2 my clerks and myself were engaged in
making up the record. On March 3, a Sunday, Sir Francis
Maclean made a daring attempt to possess himself of the
record extra judicially. He sent a Mr. Chapman to my hotel
to get it from me. This Mr. Chapman was then a private
individual, but he had not long ceased to be Registrar of the
High Court, and it was not known to most people, and Sir
Francis Maclean may have thought that it was not known to
me that he was no longer the Registrar. Your legal advisers
will tell you that Sir Francis Maclean, or the Chief Justice of
Bengal (if it be assumed that he was acting officially), has no
power to send for records in this way, and that his action was
both illegal and improper. Mr. Chapman showed me an aufo-
graph letter from Sir Francis Maclean to himself, directing
him to get the record from me; but he would not give me the
letter or let me take a copy, and said he was mnot supposed
to show it to me. He also admitted that he was no longer
Registrar ; as I raised objection to the informality of the whole
proceedings, Mr. Chapman suggested (this was not in the
Tetter) that if I could not trust him I should make over the
record to the Chief Justice himself. I therefore showed him
some of the more important exhibits, and said that before

iving him any final answer I would consult Mr. P. L. Roy, a
eading barrister of Calcutta, who is an intimate friend of
mine. Mr. Chapman then went away. I myself went to see
Mr. Roy, who advised me to go to Sir Francis Maclean’s house
and make over the record to him there. I accordingly went
with my clerks and the records to Sir Francis Maclean’s, but the
latter, after keeping me waiting for a loug time, sent me a note
in the third person to the effect that ‘‘the Chief Justice of
Bengal is unable to see Mr. Pennell, and desires that any com-
munication which the latter may wish to make should be made
to him through the Registrar of the High Court.” My sub-
mission is that although Sir Francis Maclean wanted to get
hold of the record privately, he did not want his' getting hold
of it privately to be known.

d, and asked that that Government might be pleased to
direct the Local Government either to reinstate me without
delay or to inform me what the charges against me are and to
give me reasonable facilities for defending myself against such
charges. I also sasked that if the Government of India intended
to reply at all the reply might be sent me not later than 2 p.m.
to-day, so that T might, if necessary, communicate with you by
this mail.

11. T have received mno reply. Lord Curzon, as well as Sir
John Woodburn, is implicated in my judgment, and I do not
expect any justice from the anthorities in this country. T,
therefore,wl.‘l\;{)reseut these facts for your information, and pray
that you will be pleased to direct that I be at once reinstated
and that substantial amends be made to me for the way in
which T have been treated for trying to do my duty as a judge
according to my lights.

12. I further beg that your lordship will be pleased to com-
municate your orders by telegram to the local authorities, as
unless I obtain satisfactory redress within ten days of the time
when this week’s mail is delivered in London it is my intention
to proceed to England without further delay, there to lay my
grievances before the King in Parliament and in particular
befor{s that House of Commons which represents people like
myself.

13. A copy of this letter is being submitted to you through
the ordinary channels, I send this copy direct to save time.

ENCLOSURES.

1. Reprint of judgment in the Noakhali case.

9. Letter No. 1481 A. B., dated 4/3/01, from the officiating
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, with its
enclosures (including copy of letter No. 600, dated 4/3/01, from
the officiating Registrar of the High Court).

3. Letter No. 1 Suspension, dated 11/3/01, to Chief Secretary
to Government of Bengal.

4, Lebter No. 1872 A , dated 13/3/01, from officiating Chief
Secretary to Government of Bengal.

5. Letter No. 2 Suspension, dated 18/3/01, to Secretary to
Government of India, Home Department.

AN INDIAN FAMINE UNION.
SOME OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

The Pilot writes (April 13): Sir William Wedderburn is not
always a wise counsellor in Indian matters, but the change in
the character of Indian famines to which he has this week
called attention is one of great gravity. There is no difficulty,
he says, in bringing grain to the famine-stricken districts ;
«the difficulty is that the cultivators have no means to
purchase.”” They no longer hoard grain, they have no
ornaments left to sell, and they already owe the grain-dealer
more than they can ever hope to pay. This is a far more
serious state of things in the long run thau any physical
obstacles to cultivation or carriage. Irrigation might remove
the one, railways or roads might remove the other. But how
is the poverty of the cultivator to be relieved ? How is he fo
be put in a position in which he can buy the means of
supporting life > Sir William Wedderburn bids us carefully

ine all r ble proposals” before we pronounce Indian
famines inevitable. But what is a reasonable proposal for
making the tens of millions of Indian cultivators solvent? If
Sir William has an answer ready it is to be hoped that he will
give if.

INDIAN FAMINES AND THE CENSTUS.
SOME OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

THE ‘“ OUTLOOK.”

The full text of Lord Curzon's Budget speech received by
the last mail shows it to be a kabl dealing
within a P ively brief pass with all the chief subjects
of administrative and political interest. With the frontier

already well acquainted, but a particul
to the figures the Viceroy gives concerning

7. On the evening of the follewing day (March 4) I was | gcheme we were
suspended from my office by the Local Govi by letter | i t h
No. 1481 A. B. (copy d) “on the r dation of the

Honourable the Chief Justice and Judges of the High Court.”
Tt will be seen that no charges were framed against me, that T
was not asked to furnish any explanation and thatno limit to
the period of my suspension is indicated.

8. On March 11 T addressed to the Chief Seeretary to the
Local Government & letter (No. 1 Suspension) of which & copy
is annexed, enquiring whether it was in contemplation to

the condition of the Indian cultivator and the average inecome
per head of the population, and to his ive refutation of
the economic heresies of Mr. Horace Bell, who would impose
a tax on exports to check the action of railways in exporting
food grains during times of soarcity. It isindeed sati¢factory
to learn that Tord Curzon estimates the average income pery
head of population at thirty rupees against Lord Cromer's

estimate of twenty-seven rupees in 1882, and of course a fact
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upon which we have previously insisted will also be borne in
mind, that in India all the family earn something. so that,
allowing four breadwinners per family, Lord Curzon’s present
calculation gives every adult mals on an average an income of
ten rupees & month, Further, in 1880 there were 194 millions
of acres under cultivation, and in 1900, 217 millions, while tha
yield per acre of food crops bas in the interval risen from 730
to 740 lbs. Prices, moreover, have been 8o egualised by the
extension of railways that, while twenty years ago grain in
North India was selling at three times the price obtaining in
the South, to-day wheat which can be bought at twelve seers in
the Punjab costs no more than ten seers a thonsand miles away.

Lord Curzon, referring to the Census just concluded, says
we cannot be happy iu face ef an increase of population less
than would otherwise be expected, owing to the ravages of
famine. But, in fact, the figures of thres enu ti afford

that there was any evidence to show that in any particular
district the land assessment was too high, or that there was
any other cause for the deterioration of the people, he conld
assure hon. members that either he or the Viceroy would
undertake that there should be s thorough investigation.” I
beg you will kindly allow me a liftle space to give publicity to &
few facts tukea from official papers which show how greatly the
Central Provinces have deteriorated within recent years under
the stress of two most acnts famines and several years of
searciry of varying degrees of severity. Let me first give the
results of the censns just over. It shows that whereas between
1881 and 1891 the population in the British districts hai
increased by about 93 lakhs, or 9'61 per cent., it has decreased
between 1891 and 1901 by about the same number, or 871 per
cent. Thus, at the close of a cycle of twenty years the

lation is found to be almost the same as it was at ifs

10 sufficient data for determining any normal rate of increase
in India, and if the figures for long periods were available it
would probably transpire that the increases of the last two

jons were altogather exceptional instead of being, as
is now assumed, more or less normal. TIn fact, we have no idea
in what proportions tha population i d in former times
in normal seasons, but we do know that famines which were
then more local nearly wiped out the population of districts
affacted, and we know from our own observations, made in the
last twenty-five years, that seasons of scarcity impair the
fertility of the people and largely reduce the birth-rate, to
which cause, more than to actual starvation, the lower rate of
increase in the last ten years is probably due.—(April 20.)

““ DAYLIGHT ** (Norwich).

‘We are too prone to believe that peace and prosperity follow
our flag, and doubtless in this case as in so many others the
wish fathers the thought. So we accept the results of our
rule without any serious enquiries into the stafus quo. How-
ever, the returns of the recent Indian census should furnish us
with dates for guestioning our too easy faith, as its isti

beginning. If one district, Sambalpur, which had a splendid
rice crop in 1896 that emabled it to profit largely by others’
misfortunes, and which had no famine buat only scarecity in
1899, be excluded the population is actually found to have gone
down since 1881. Two other districts are shown to have
gained to some extent. Taking the province as a whole and
allowing for the normal increase which would under ordinary
circumstances have taken place, the loss of population is
represented by 961 -+ 871 = 18:37 per centi, or nearly two
millions,

Proprietary right in land was first recognised at the
settlement which took place in the sixties. The assessment as
then imposed was on the whole light, and the progress the
province mada during the next twenty-five years was satis-
factory. It may be said to have touched its high-water mark
of prosperity in 1893, after which the cycle of lesn years
began. During the above period cultivation had increased by
277 per cent., and population by 28:39 per cent. In some
of tha most severely affeoted districts, such as Baugor and
Damoh, cnltivation had grown by over 40 per cent. In one

clearly prove that during the decade just past the population
of British India has only increased by about 4,000,000 ;
whereas, had its normal increase taken place, the numbers

district, Balaghst, it had more than doubled itself. In sad
contrast with this [ give below a table showing the percentage
of decrease of cultivation and populstion in twelve districts
between 1893 and 1900 :—

added woulciﬁ;vf Zmonntsd tg 32,000,000. = O e of
This startli it is the more omi: ag the normal District. Croomtag A
ingrease is never more than about one per cent., this low rate Cultivauon, Population.
being due to the high death rate, which more than neutralises Sanzoni it el SR 1102 20
the proper results of the very high birth and marriage rates. Damoh .. o 0 < e Ig
Famine is but too plainly doing its evil most effectually in our ii‘bzl“lap“' LI RR OO %(l) 5
g depend The fami ing during the last e ! | Betnergg 12
ten years are credited with causing a reduction of twenty N 2 ' A SNy 14
millions in the population of the affiicted areas. We are too Hoshafg?sbad o £ ) 10
ready to impute all this loss of human life to climatic causes, Betul .. 7 30 11
overlooking the notorious facts which negative this view of Wardha .. 55 50 o 15 4
these evils, Bhandary ve G 95 26 11
‘We find that during the two years just past—years marked Bulaghat, . e a0 oy L 15
by one of the worst famines yet experienced—our Government Bilaspur (Khalsa) 0 . 13 13

netted & surplus revenus of over £4.000,000. This huge profit
created by the industry of a starving people proves gross mis-
management in some quarter, as it furnishes undeniable proofs
that neither climate nor labour can be justly accused nor held
responsible for the loss of the millions of lives dus to famine.
The connexion between famine and the return from one
industry alone, that of agriculture, may be inferred when we
remember that the annual land tax payable to the British
Government, amounts to about £25,000,000, and with some
other taxes forms a portion of over £30.000,000 of Indian
tribute annually finding its way out of India without i

The total decline in cultivation in the province, excluding
Sambalpur, has been a little less than two million acres, or
about 12 per cent. The cropped area in some districts has
actnally retrograded to the figure of the old settlement of
1865-68. TInferior crops have also taken the place of superior
ones. Thus the normal wheat area of 4 million acres had by
1899-1900 shrunk to 13 million acres. The average export of
wheat during five years ending 1893 was 7 million maunds. In
1898 99, the year preceding the late famine, it was 23 million
maunds. During this period of decline the loss of cattle, one

any returns; while those who created all this wealth by their
increasing labour and frugality had not enough to est as they
worked, and could not spare one pemnny to lay aside for their
future wants.

It is bad economy to grind humean beings after the fashion
we are now forced to note in Brifish India, and some of the
cash spent on furthering costly warfares would have been better
spent on ing the bal b labour and its reward
within our Indian Empire.

‘We too often forget that our national honour, as well as
gredit, is involved in the question of our success or our failure
in the administration of the affairs of our subjected nationali-
ties. We refuse these people self-government on the plea that
Wwe can reglnce it with government of a better type; conse-
_quently it behoves us to secure prosperity unless we are content
to incur suspicions of sinister aims or very gross incapadity.
From this dilemma there is no escaping. If Crown colony
government means big revenues plus starvation we are in
honour bound to change the system.—(April 20.)

LAND ASSESSMENTS IN THE CENTRAL
"~ PROVINCES.

_The following letter from Mr. B. K, Bose to the Tdif
appeared in the T'imes of India (Overland Edition) of A;ril BE
Sir,—During the recent debate on the amendment to the
Address, , moved by Mr. Caine, the Secretary of State said: * If
it ever could be brought to his notice, or that of the Viceroy,

of the principal items of agricultural wealth and resources, has
been great, as is indicated by the rise in the export of hides
and skins. For five years subsequent to 1893 it was on an
average double of what it was in 1893. During 1899 it was
three times as much, and the same high fignre was maintained
in 1900.
T have no desire to enter into controversial matters, but will
take for granted that the enh ts of the new settlement,
which in many cases were admittedly heavy, were fully justi-
fied by the state of things as they existed when they were im-
posed.” But there can scarcely be any reasonable room to doubt
that they have now in many cases ceased to be such as the
people can pay without being hard pressed. I understand that
meny of the revenue officers examined by the Famine Commis-
sion at Nagpur practically admitted as much. Permanent abate-
ments as distinguished from temporary remissions have, as far as
T can gather, been already granted in parts of one or two districts
(Saugor and Damoh). Proceedings with a view to abatement .
are in progress in another district, Hoshangabad. The Com-
issioner of Settlement said before the Famine Commission
that where thers was reason to suppose that there has been
b t déteriorati quiries would be made with a view
to of I to submit that the needed
relief ought to come early. The task of recovering the lost-
ound even with the kindliest of monsoons is beset with
ifficulties. The people must borrow largely to win back to
the plough the land that has gone out of cultivation and part
of which has become overgrown with noxious weeds, which it
is difficult and expensive to eradicate. But unless the land-
holders feel assured that they will be abls to keep to themselves

FIEFE




April 26, 1901.]

INDIA.

203

a proper share of the fruits of any improvement they may
make, and thus be in a position to pay baclc the debt that will
have to be incurred for the purpose from the profits earned,
matters will, T aw afraid, be allowed to drift.

Nagpur, March 31. B. K. BOSE.

THE COUNTERVAILING DUTIES ON SUGAR.

The following letter from Mr. J. M. Maclean appeared in
the Westminster Gazette of April 17:—

Sir,—I wish some member of Parliament would ask Lord
George Hamilton to lay upon the table the comparative
statistics of the importation of sugar into India which are
referred to by Sir Edward Tiaw in his financial statement. It
is a remarkable circumstance that these figures do not appear
in any of the reports of Sir Edward Law’s statement which
have reached this country ; at all events, I cannot find them in
any qgf the Indian papers, which give a full report of Sir
Edward Law’s speech, with its illustrative tables. We have
the Finance Minister's own comments, but these are not the
same thing as the actual figures, any more than the comments
of the English authorities on Botha’s conversation with Lord
Kitchener are equivalent to the Boer leader’s own words. If
we had the statistics we might make our own comments, which
would, perhaps, differ widely from Sir Edward Law’s.

Enough, however, is said in the financial statement to
Jjustify the conclusion that the countervailing duties have not
been & success. The Finance Minister adopts an apologetic
tone in spesking of them, and says we have only had two
years' experience of their workings. But surely this ought to
be enough. If the duties were going to be the salvation of
India they would have begun to produce their effect already.
But, bevond bringing in a small amount of revenue to the
Indian Exchequer, some £120,000 a year, they have utterly
failed to do any good. They were introduced with a great
flourish of trumpets both in India and at Westminster as a
first step towards revolutionising the commercial policy of the
British Empire and destroying the fetish of Free Trade. It
was claimed for them that they would revive the sugar
industry in India and save the colony of Mauritius from the
disastrous effects of a terrible rivalry with hounty-giving States.
Now, anybody who knows anything of India is aware that the
importations of foreign sugar into India form onlya hundredth
part of the quantity consumed in the coun Indiz might
produce sugar enough to supply the whole world if the growth
of the indigenous sugar-cane were properly encouraged and
the juice properly extracted; snd even now, careless as the
culture of the cane may be, enough sugar is grown to yield to
300,000,000 people the greater part of their daily food. It is
now reluctantly admitted in India that the countervailing
duties have had no effect in either increasing the area planted
or the quantity of sugar turned out.

Have, then, the duties benefitted Mauritius? I do not
know why that colony should be so dear to us as to make us
willing, to tax the Indian peoplein order to increass the pros-
perity of the people of Mauritius. There is only a scanty
sprinkling of Eoglishmen resident in the island, the population
of which consists almost entirely of planters of Franch desecent
and of Indian coolies. Still, the Act was passed ostensibly for
the salke of Mauritius, and it would be interesting to learn the
vesults. This, curiously enough, i3 hidden from us. Sir
Edward Law says that ¢ the United Kingdom, and the in-
terested British Colouies, the Straits Settlements, Hong Kong
and Mauritiug, have had their full proportionate share in the
remarkable increase of importation into India during the ex-
piring financial year,” but the greatest relative advance in the
supply of sugar has been made by Germany.” The bounty-
giving countries, therefore, still hold their own in spite of the
duties. It is worthy of passing notice that Sic Edward Law,
in his summary, includes the United Kingdom. But this
country produces no sugar, and can only be exporting trans-
shipped cargoes of bestroot sugar in order to evade the duties.
Similarly, Hong Kong and the Straits Settlements donot grow
cane sugar themselves. thoy only import it from China or the
Malayan Peninsula. Manritius does grow her own sugar, bus
Sir Edward Liaw expressly states that she is no better off with
the duties than she was without them. The result of the Act, he
says, is that the Indisn Government takes foritself a sum equiva-
Tent to the bounty, ‘“ whilst the Indian consumer pays no more
for his sugar than he would have to pay if the bounty system
were abolished.”” Clearly, therefore, the planter of Mauritius
cannot now sell his sugar at an increased value, and the Act is
4 dead letter. How Sir Bdward Law has come to the conclusion
that Germany, Austris, and France go on exporting sugar to
India in increased quantities without making any profis on it
i3 more than I can understand. It s only one mare proof of
the old saying that two and two may malke four in England,
but they occasionally make five in India.

I hope that if Sir Michael Hicks-Beach has a moment to
spare he will examine carefully the operation of the counter—
vailing duties in India before attempting fo follow here the
exsmple of the Indian Government. I hope, too, that bafgre
he is tempted to forswear all the Free Trade principles to which

he has hitherto b§en so steunch, and to lay an unhallowed hand
upon sugar he will bear in mind Disraeli’s oracular warning,
¢*Strange that an article of produce which delightsinfancy and is
the solace of old age should so frequently be the occasion of
political disaster.”—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

J. M. MAGLEAN.

Jmperial Parliament.

Tlursday, April 18.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER ON THE
PROPOSED FAMINE GRANT.

Str Micrars Hicxs-BEACE, in the course of his Budget state-
ment, referring to fhe alarming increase of public expendi-
ture, said:—I think that this increased expenditure is neces-
sary or I should not be standing at this box to-day. But I
would venture to remind the Committee that that has been
the opinion repeatedly expressed, not only by great majorities
in this House, but by the constituencies in the country. (Hear,
hear.) T do not carc where you look. Let us take the Navy
expenditure. I do not care where you go in Great Britain,
and T do not care what the political complexion of your meet-
ing may be, I venture to say that one thing will be popular in
that meeting, irrespective of political opinion, and it is that
we must have a strong Navy. (Cheers.) Hon. members op-
posite are equally responsible, and rightly responsible, with
us for the increase of expenditure that is taking place upon
our Navy. (Opposition cries of “No, no.”) Now, let us come
to the Army. Why, if there was one thing that both parties
agreed upon in canvassing the country at the last general elec-
tion, surely it was that there must be great reforms in our
Army—(cheers and counter-cheers)—and reforms cost money.
(Opposition cries of “No, no.”) They must cost money. (Re-
newed cries of “No, no.”) When my right hon. friend the
Secretary of State for War made his proposals to the House
early this Session what happened? Why, T think the leader
of the Opposition himself—I am certain that the right hon.
gentleman the member for the Forest of Dean did—objected
to the proposals as insumeient—(cries of “No, no“)—because
they did mot include the most costly of all expenditure—an
addition to the pay of the Regular Army. (Hear, hear.) Then
I come to the expenditure on the Civil Services, the Post Omece
and the Telegraphs. Why, Sir, from all quarters during the
past five years, from every quarter of the House, including
that quarter (the Trish benches), there have been continued
proposals for increased expenditure under this head. There is
one matter, perhaps, in which hon. members opposite may
think they could promote a saving, and it is in the grant under
the Agricultural Rating Act—(Opposition cheers)—a matter of
a million amd half a year—(hear, hear)—an important sum.
(Hear, hear.) But just look what the demands of hon. mem-
bors would be on other matters. Why it was mot very long
ago that the right hon. gentleman the leader of the Opposition
bound his party, including, I suppose, the right hon. gentle-
man the member for West Monmouth, to adopt the system of
compulsory land purchase in Ireland. (Sir W. Harcourt shook
his head amid laughter and cheers.) I looked round and took
it that the silence of the right hon. gentleman the member for
West Monmouth gaye assent. (Hear, hear.) The party oppo-
site, above and below the gangway, are ab any rate pledged
—(cries of “No, no”)—to the adoption of sometling of that xind
which must involve increased expenditure. (Cries of No.”)
T turn to the right hon. gentleman the member for Wolver-
hampton. He has always advocated, backed by the senti-
ment of the great body of the House, the giving to India of
five millions sterling when the finances of India are in an in-
fimitely hetter position than our own. We have proposals from
various quarters to expend money from the Exchequer in aid
of great towns, to solve the difficult and important problem
of the housing of the working classes, to improve the Port of
Tondon, and, aboye all, to promote the great work of educa-
tion. (An hon. member.—“Tt is all profit.”) Never mind;
il is expenditure. I am mot questioning the profit of any of
these matters—that would not be a fit argnument for a Budget
speech—bukb T am only endeavouring to impress on the Com-
mittee that what hon. members opposite might possibly save
tmder one liead they would certainly expend under anotlier.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.

Notice has been given of the following questions:—

Mr. Carne—To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies
whether he is aware thiat numbers of European rcfugees haye
heen permitted to return from Nafal to the Transvaal and
open their shops there, but that no permits have been granted
to refugees heing Indian British subjects: And, whether he
will make enquiry as to the reasons for this difference in the
freatment of traders, and give such instructions :as may be
required.—(Thursday, April 25.)

Mr. Scrwany,—To ask the Secretary of State for Imdia,
whether he has taken measures to secure that none of the
charges consequent npon the detention of Boer prisoners in
India, for example, the salaries of persons employed in their
supervision, shall be charged on the revenmes of Tadia.—

(Thursday, April 25.)
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PUBLICATIONS RELATING
TO INDIA.

5 To be obtained from
TaE BRITISE COMMITTER OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,
84-86, PATACE CHAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.

Regorts of the Proceedings at the Annual
essions of the Imdian National Congress, from the
3rd to the 14th Session: 2s. each, post free.

The Skeloton at the (Jubilee) Feast (Congress
Green Book L.), by Sir Witraw WEDDEREUEN, Bart. (being a
geries of suggestions for the prevention of famine in India).
Post free, 7d.

Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure:

vidence-in-Chief of the Indian Witnesses, (Congress Green
Book IL.) Post free, 1s. 10d.

The Proposed Separation of Judicial and
Executive Functions in India. Memoriul to the Secre-
tary of State. With two Appendices. (Qongress Green Book TI1.)
Post free, 1s. 2d. E

Two Statements presented to the Indian
Currency Committee (1898), by Mr. DADABEAT NA0ROIT.

Speech by Mr. Dadabhai Naorojib M.P., in

the House of Commons, August 14, 1894, on the Debute ou the

Indian Budget.

Ditto 0. in the House of Commons, February 12,
1895, on the Debate on the Address.

Ditto do. on British Rule in India (1898).

Presidential Address by Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, M.P., delivered to the Indian National Congress at
Lahore, 1893.

Presidential Address by Mr. A. M. Bose,
L. A., delivered to the Tndian National Congressat Madras, 1898.

Speeches of Mr. Alfred Webb, M.P., President
of the Indian National Congress, 1894-5.

Valedictory Address of Mr. Alfred Webb,
M. P., delivered at Bombay, January 17, 1895.

Speeches of Mr. D. E. Wacha delivered at the
9th, 11th and 14th Sessions of the Indian National Congress.

Is the Government of India Responsible to
Anyone, and if so to Whom ? Speech delivered at Croy-
don by Mr. W. C. BONNERJEE.

The Famine in India. Speeches delivered at a
Public Reception to Mr. Vaughan Nash on his rebarn from the
Famine Districts, July, 1900.

Mr. A. 0. Hume’s Farewell to India.
delivered at Bombay, 1894.

India Reform Pamphlet IX. The State and

Speech

Government of India under its Native Rulers. 3d.

The Indian National Congress: its Aims
and Justification. By Roszrr Kniear.

Indian Politics. on Important

A Series of Papers

Indian Q by Prominent Cong

A Needed Reform in the
tration, by Roumsa C. Durr, C.I

The Bogey of a Russian Invasion. A Lesson
from the Tirah Campaign, by Col. H. B. HaNNA.

The High Courts and the Collector-Magis-
trates in India, by J. Dacosra.

The Government of India and its Reform
through Parliamentary Institutions, by J. DAcosTA.

Note on Sir J. Westland’s Budget, 1894-5.

Note on the Explanatory Memorandum of
the Secretary of State for India, 1894-5.

Note on Sir James Westland’s Bud-get, 1895-6.

Note on Sir H. Waterfield’s Tables, 1884-5
to 1894-5.

The Foor Man’s Lamb : TFamine Insurance
the Masses versus Exchange Compensation for the Classes.

REPRINTS FROM ‘“INDIA.”

The Judiciary and the Executive in India. Interview with
Mr. Manomohan Ghose.

The Bombay Government and Higher Education, by
the Hon. C. H. Setalved.

A National Famine Grant, Letter from the London Indian
Society to Lord Salisbury, 1900.

India and the General Election (1900).

f¢ Melancholy Meanness.”

The ¢‘ Over-population?” Fallacy Again.

No National Contribution P

The ¢ Shmaess” of the India Office.

¢ Mainly a Question of Money.”

A Selection of the Publications enumerated above will be for-
worded to responsible persons or Associations in the United King-
dom cfor gratuitous distribution, on written application o the
British Committee, Indian National Congress, 84-85, Palace
Chambers, Westminster, S.W. :

Post free, 45. 4d.
EIm‘lian Adminis-

for

“THE PEOPLE OF INDIA:

Their Many Merits by Many who have Known Them."
My, Alfred Webbs articles reprinted in pamphlet form
from “ INDIA.”

A copy will ba sent free on receipt of 1d. stamp to cover postage.

Secretaries of Politioal Associations, Clubs, Literary Societies,
in the United Kingdom may obtain copies for distribution on
application.

BEITISE COMMITTEE OF THE INDIAR Nimonarn Conaress,
84 & 86, PATACE OHAMBERS, WESTMINSTEE, S.W.

In India, applications should be addressed to

Mr. HarrcmanprA A. TATLCHEREAR,
52, Veronica Street, Bandra, Bombay.
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THE GRANHAMS, SHELFORD, CAMBRIDGE.

A. DOUGLAS RUDGE, B.A, late Scholar and

o Prizeman of St.John’s College, Cambridge, is pre-

pared to take entire charge of a limited number of young:

Indian gentlomen and to educate them for the University or

Public Schools. Special attention paid to Science subjects.

Healthy country home four miles from Cambridge. Refer-

ences kindly permitted by Romesh G, Dutt, Esq., LH., and
Dadabhai Naoroji, Esq., in London.

DR. T. N. GHOSE’R

PECTORAL BAELSAM.
A BOON TO SUFFERERS FROM ALL DISORDERS AND
JOMPLAINTS OF THE LUNGS AND CHEST.

For Cold in the Head, Coughs, Moarseness, Asthma,
Hooping Cough, Bronchitis, Sore Throat.

13, W. VENOR says: “T have used it myself and prascribed it for many
putients, and can very strongly xecommend it for Bronchitis Asthma, Indiges
B il mot ours Asthma or Indigestion, but s single dose I -have found:
wives an immedinte relief.—81st March, 1889.

P. 0. GHOSE & 00., Nzw Mgeoroar Harr, Mzzruw

The annual subscription to INDIA (post free) 18 nine shitivnys
for England and sic rupees, for India. Subscriptions ave payabie
¢n advance. Remittomces, or communications relating to subscrip-
tions or amy other matter of business connected with INDIA,
should in all cases be sent to the MANAGER of INDIA
84 and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminaster, London, B.W. In
any communication vegarding copies of INDIA olrculated s
India, i 48 veguested that Subscribers be veferred to both by
name and by the number printed in each case upon the addressed

WEAPPErs

Subscription in England :—
April 1 to End of Year (Post free), To. 3d.

Ohegues and Lost Office Ordere payoble to W. DOUGLAS Haxx.

Coples of INDIA cam e ovtained from the Offices of the
Paper; from MR, ErniorT BTOOK, Paternoster Row, London,

E.C.; and w0 order af any Ratlway Bookstall.

Prinwd by A, Brwms, | & » Taok's Court, London. 4 (.. and Pablizhed for-
the Proprietors at Bl and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminscer, 8. Ws
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