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: NOTES AND NEWS.

S()M:E of our home readers may alveady be satiated or
depressed in toiling after the war-news from South
Africa, and wearied in vainly trying to understand how it
has all happened and whereunto tends all this confusion and
agony. Let any such turn by way of relief and reassur-
ance to the bright and pleasing descriptions in the
current overland Indian journals of H.E. Lord Curzon’s
visit to the kingdom of Bhopal, and his reception by the
monarch théreof, her Highness the Begum. By contrast
with the present gloomy and grievous aspect of affairs
i’ this Western portion of our Empire, this glowing
Zableau of an imposing political function in Central India
appeals to the imagination and swesthetic sense like some
vision of fairyland in olden time. And the distinguished
figures that move before us as we read are full of life and
endowed with human work-a-day speech. Albeit H.H. the
Begum was veiled in burkha of brocaded silk, across
which was drawn the light blue sash of the Star of India
Order, with insignia attached of her Highness’s rank
thereon as ‘‘Grand Commander,” through this slight
disguise her Highness was able to read in “ clear, un-
faltering voice”” her address of welcome to his Excellency,
in which she said of herself: In this vast Indian Empire
there is none to-night so fortunate as I am, or who enjoys
such royal fayoursas T do, because the representatives of
our beloved Queen-Empress, his Excellency Lord Curzon,
and her Ixcellency Lady Curzon, are my guests this
evening.” In course of his lordship’s happily-worded
response, after alluding to the devoted loyalty of the
former Begum in the dark days of the Mutiny, he said—
in recognition of the present ruler’s active interest in the
welfare of her people—“but the sceptre need not pass into
feeble or irresolute hands when, by the accident of fortune,
it is wielded by a woman, is shown by the career of our
beloved Sovereign her Majesty the Queen-Empress.”

This brief indication of the practical political business
aspect of Lord Curzon’s first official visit to an Indian
State must suffice. OQur passing object in drawing atten-
tion to this brilliant spectacle is to remind some of our
insular politicians, who seem bent on ruining our common-
wealth by rushing into a policy of aggressive and pinch-
beck imperialism, that those purple tints which our
Indian Empire displays ever and anon are really ¢ fast
dyes,” as the past history of this Bhopal State illustrates,
so far as they indicate that justice‘and the keeping of our
pledged word to the politically weak are the only true and
abiding foundations of Empire. .

Lord Curzon took occasion in his speech at Gwalior to
deliver a warning which, it is universally agreed, could
not have heen meant for the Mahdr4jd of that State, who
is, as the Zimes of India says, “a chief of exceptional
merit.”  Much that the Viceroy said was extellent :—

The Native chief has become by our policy an integral factor in the
Imperial organisation of India. . . . I claim him 8s my colleague

and partner.
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% | not merely be known on the

He went on to insist that the chief must not be “a
frivolous and irresponsible despot,” nor must “his gade
. . .. bea divanof indulgence. . . . . His figure should
polo ground, or on the race
course, or in the Huropean hotel.”” But his Excellency
should remember that for these evil ways in Native chiefs
Buropeans are greatly responsible. . Tt is they who praise
and foster the sporfing tastes of Mahdrijds, while too
many of them look askance at those who busy themselves
with affairs of State, as if they were interlopers in the
ground sacred to Huropean infellect and energy. Still,
the warning is sound and timely, and the proper head
would do well to fit on the cap and look to the future
through the new glasses furnished by the Vieceroy. If a
Mahardjd means to go to the dogs if is clearly the duty of
the paramount Power to see that he does not take his
people with him. 4

Several of the war correspoudents have specially noted
the impassive courage of the Natal Indians already acting
in the field as dhoolie bearers, and have freely expressed
their admiration. General Sir William Olpherts—*¢ Hell-
fire Jack ’—who must be allowed to have an opinion on
bravery before an enemy, thinks that sufficient attention
hag not heen called to the devotion of these fellow-subjects
of ours in their work of mercy. Says the Duily News
(December 20) :

Under the heaviest fire they seek the wounded, fearing nothing,

although without means of defence. Sir William Olpherts knows
these obscure Indian heroes well. He saw them at Lucknow, where,
risking death continually, they went outday aiter day to gather grass
for the horses, themselves unable to find anything but grass to eat.
In the opinion of Sir William Olpherts, these Indian fellow-subjects
of ours are doing in Natal a work which requires even more courage
thau that of the soldier.
Undoubtedly ; perhaps a different order of courage. Itis
most gratifying that an authoritative voice like that of Sir
William Olpherts should be raised in justice to ‘‘these
obseure Indian heroes,” as well as in honour of the
heroism of the British troops themselves.

In our last issue we noted the Pionser’s suggestion that
one regiment of British cavalry and two batteries of horse
artillerymight he spared for South Africa—in addition to the
contingent of some 11,000 troops already despatched. The
Daily News, since then, has announced that four regiments
of infantry, with a brigade of cavalry, will soon be on the
way from Bombay to Natal. Upon which the Westminster
Gazette comments (December 19) :—

One’s natural impulsz is to exclaim, “‘For this relief much thanks,”
but we confess to being not quite certain whether it is wise further to
drain India of troops in this way. Ten thousand haye already been
sent, and if it i8 safe to send further contingents, will it not be said
that this is proof that, as things are at present, we keep too many
troopsiin India ? For it must be remembered that India has to pay
for these troops, and that this payment has always been rather a
moot point. Would it not be wise to fill up the gaps in India made
by these drafts for South Africa? 3
Evidently enough, it is safe; otherwise the troops would
not go.. The fact tells heavily against those excitable and
injudicious persons who exclaim over the prevalence of
“sedition.” The payment of those excess troops has been
rather more than a “moot point;’’ but the point can wait
in the meantime, though, of course, it is now thrust into a
prominence that will, it may be hoped, lead to a satis-
tactory settlement.

Some enemies of the Congress are trying—happily in
vain—to stir up the people of Tucknow against it by
suggesting that the delegates may bring the plague with
them. Evidently they have not succeeded in persuading
the inhabitants that the Congress principles are pestilen-
tial, so that they haye to fall back on the fear of physical
contagion. But even this danger the Congress arrange-
ments have carefully provided against. Meantime the




effort to show that the Mahometans are standing aloof
‘throughout Tndia is being discredifed by the facts. Thus,
at Bareilly, according to the Advocate of Lucknow, out of
eleven delegates chosen in public meeting five were
Moslems. It goes without saying that these Moslems
will be welcomed as frankly as if they were Hindus; it is
not the Congress that desires to promote division, nor
indeed the Mahometans generally. ;

A question often discussed in Calcutta last winter is
again beingasked : Is there plague in the cityor no? Many
cases of supposed plague have been proved mot to be

lague at all. Even the Anglo-Indian Friend of Indic is

oubtful. Tt declares that, if some true cases have been
found, they bear an imsignificant proportion to those
reported : —

The fact is, the evidence on which the vast majority of these

Tecorded cases are put down as placue cases is the unverified testi-
mony of policemen, neighbours, and other lay observers as to what'in
their opinion was the probable cause of death.
And our eontemporary rightly insists that, considering the
liabilities and inconveniences which the supposed presence
of plague entails on a household, no case should be re-
corded without proof. Calentta has already suffered
severely in its loss of municipal independence through
mere suspicion of possibilities of plague, while in fact it
has warded off attack with conspicuous vigilance and
ability.

We have recently had occasion to refer to the crusade
against the teachers in Madras. In Calcutta they have
begun with the text-books. According to the Sanjibani,
some zealous officials suspected that the text-books in use
in the Cuttack division were tainted with * disloyalty.”
They, therefore, asked Rao Bahadur Radha Nath Roy,
Assistant Tnspector of the Educational Department, to
send them some copies. Further enquiries elicited the fact
that the Assistant Inspector had himself written a book.
The book was examined and disapproved; and the author,
““a distinguished educationalist of long standing,” was
deprived of his Rao Bahadurship. Pressure is now being

ut upon him to resign his office. The Amrita Bazar
gatn‘ka finds it difficult to believe that this can be true.

‘We confess that we feel ourselves in the same difficulty.
It would materially assist one’s judgment if the passages
disapproved were set out for public information. We have
not an atom of sympathy with any attempt to instil dis-
loyalty into Indians, whether in or out of school: but,
when so much nonsense is being y talked on the
subject of disloyalty, we should be glad to see the par-
ticular facts of this alleged case. Obyiously, if it is a true
case, then the deprivation of the Rao Bahadurship is
inadequate penalty for the offence. If it is not a true
case, then a serious injustice is being done to a gentleman
that has to his credit a long course of unexceptionable
public service; indeed, his reputation and his livelihood
are gone. It is due to the authorities themselves that they
should make this obscure and perplexing case abundantly
clear to the public mind. Why has the character of the
book not been discovered before noyw ?

The Civil and Military Gazztte expresses surprise at a
Mahometan heading the list in the examination for the
Indian Civil Service. This surprise is anything but
flattering to the members of that community. However,
apparently to make amends, it goes on to depreciate the

is in comparison with their counfrymen of the
Punjab, Oudh, ete. The Zribune replies with some in-
stances of the eminent service performed by Bengalis,
recounting how for over thirty years the head clerk of the
District at Peshawar belonged to Bengal, though
now such offices, on account of the firmness and adminis-
trative capacity required, ave reserved for Europeans.
Among other cases it is mentioned that in the days of the
Punjab Frontier Force the adjutant’s right-hand man was
always a Bengali, Still more striking is the story of the
Bengali civil surgeon of Gurgaon, who in the time of the
Mutiny converted the district gaol into a fort and held
the rebels at bay. The Zribune claims “a fair field and
no favour ” for all races in India.

Some Indians talked so loudly when passing along a
xoad near the Sub-Divisional Officer’s bungalow that, as

they would not desist when warned, he prosecuted them
before Mr. Engelbregt, the Sub-Depaty Magistrate of
Sitamashi, who convicted them underSection 160 of the Penal
Code, and fined them each Rs. 10, or in default one week’s
simple imprisonment. Unfortunately this section only
refers to persons disturbing the public peace by fighting in
a public place, and even if the accused were qunrrelﬁng
they were certainly not fighting. Consequently, when the
matter came before the District Magistrate of Mozufferpur,
he declared that the conviction was * altogether bad,” and
ordered the fines to be returned. The men were the
servants of a zemindar. Had they had no protector they
might have been unable to appeal, and would then have
suffered a grave injustice. We take the account of the
case from the dwmrita Bazar Patrika.

The Bengali clerk of Mr. Scot, manager of the Singri
Tea Kstate, finding himself growing old, asked to be
allowed to leave the plantation. This was refused. Nome
time later, finding the clerk’s work in arrear, Mr. Scot
took him to task, and on the clerk’s declaring the work
too heavy gave him some cuts with a cane and set two
men to keep watch over him. Next day the manager
asked the clerk if he still meant to leave him, and being
answered in the affirmative beat him again and increased
the number of watchmen. In the night the clerk managed
to escape, leaving his wife behind him, who was afterwards
rescued by the police. These particulars, which we take
from Power and Guardian, are those. given by the clerk in
his complaint to the Deputy-Commissioner. No doubt
Mr. Scot will be able to give a different version of the
affair. But the Deputy-Commissioner by refusipg to issue
summonses has put difficulties in the way of investigating
a case which certainly seems to require some investigation.

The following case is given by the Amrita Bazar Patrika
as an example of “the folly of investing boy-magistrates
with high responsibilities. In September last a certain
Babu Kunja Behari Dam was walking along the road
with his umbrella open. Mr. Peter, manager of the
Martinga Tea estate, was driving along the road in the
opposite direction. The Babu failed to shut his umbrella up,
when this angust member of the ruling race approached ;
80 Mr. Peter ordered his syce to break it. This he did,
and assaulted the Babu into the bargain. The Babu
swore an information and the case came before Mr. H. 1.
Salkeld, who is said to have joined the Civil Service only
about a year ago, and who was in charge of South Sylhet
during the absence of Mr. S. G. Hart. Mr. Salkeld not
only dismissed the complaint but made the following
extraordinary order:— -

As the man has been breaking the ordinary rule of eo
ghser:ed towards Europeans in this Sub-division, he d:
e got. :
The Babu appealed to the Deputy Commissioner, Mr.
Porteous, who ordered a further enquiry and severely
reprimanded Mr. Salkeld :—

The act complained of seems to have been an absolutely wanton
and unjustifisble assanlt. The Magistrate’s remarks on the occur-
rence complained of diaglgy & most extraordiary misconception of
his duties as a Judicial icer and are of & nature hardly belieyable
nwmingﬁommoﬁimpheedinwrmponm’bleapostutbech&ga
of a Sub-division.

Mr. Porteous likes his own way as well as most men, but
he has a deep sense of justice; and in any cas?, Mr.
Salkeld’s remarks must have intensely offended his robust
commonsense. After the Chupra clanishness of officials,
Mr. Porteous's sensible and severe strictures are reffeshe
ingly welcome.

to be
what

The Pioneer does not believe that the recent Resolution:
of the Government of the North-West Provinces on the
want of interest showh concerning the stamp revenue will
have much effect. “No doubt it will but produce many
conflicting opinions as to the forces that underlie the
figures, yet without any conclusion of much value. Our
contemporary continues :— *

But so long as civil officers are out of
and commercial classes there is not much likelihood of the accumula-
tion of valuable opinion. If the observations of Government lead to
doue:lﬁnhmﬁththmﬂnm, they will have served a more than

The coincidence of Indian and Anglo-Tndian opinion that

touch with the professional

the officials are out of touch with the people and that this
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is an evil to be remedied, is in ing—and mno less
suggestive. But when the doctors agree so well in the
diagnosis, it is a pity there should be so much bitterness
as to the treatment of the disease. The Pioncer flouts the
Congress and at the same time endorses many of its com-
plaints.

The difficulties of the Indian Government are continually
translating themselves into questions of finance. For in-
stance, the Government and the European residents from
excellent motives clamour for improved sanitation in Indian
cities; the municipalities respond to the best of their
ability; and as a consequence they often find themselves
on the verge of bankruptcy long before they have satisfied
their sanitarian critics. We learn from the Pioneer that
the Government of India recently called on the Madras
Government to furnish particulars of the financial state of
the municipalities in that Province, to many of which it
had lent money. The reply was not encouraging. The
loans had been required chiefly to improve the drainage
and water-supply ; and last year, owing to expenditure on
plague prevention, only ten municipalities were able to
meet their engagements out of their ordinary revenue, and
this although municipal taxation had been raised on the
average one anna per head. The Madras Government,
however, are still hopeful, because the legal limit of
taxation has not yet been reached.

The Z¥mes of India enforces the same moral in a very
different sphere. The report of the Ajmere-Merwara
Police is very bad : crime is increasing in the district, and
last year mearly twenty-five per cent. of the force were
departmentally punished—double the proportion of the
year before. With famine, which is always the parent of
crime, now afflicting the neighbourhood, this is a very
serious position. Many reasons have been given for the
bad state of the force, but our contemporary reduces them
to one:—

Good men do not join the force, becanse the rates of pay do not

make it worth their while to do so.'and once more efficiency becomes,
like many of the problems of Indian administration, a matter of
money.
One peculiarly dangerous symptom in the case of the
mounted branch of the Ajmere Police is that they are said
to be much indebted to the people of the district. The
remedy for this fundamental mischief—lack of money—
lies in well-directed efforts to promote internal prosperity
while the war-spirit is lulled or engaged elsewhere.

Much interest attaches to the Indian visit of the Rev.
Professor Ladd, of Yale University. Dr. Ladd is one of
the greatest of modern psychologists, and he is hoping to
be better able to work out a treatise on Indian Philosophy
by actual intercourse with representative Indian thinkers.
He does not come, however, with empty hands. By this
time he has delivered a course of ten lectures of the
University Extension type on Psychology to great
audiences in Bombay; and in January he is to deliver
a course of fifteen lectures in Calcutta on the Philosophy
of Religion. One would fain hope that he will diagnose
the mind of India more capably than Dr. Fairbairn did.
In any case it is interesting to observe the growing interest
i-:li ]lilndia displayed by Western thinkers of the highest

re.

‘Without discussing the Court of Wards Bill recently
passed by the North-West Provinces Legislative Council,
we have great pleasure in acknowledging the statesman-
like attitude of the Lieutenant-Goyernor to his critics.
In closing the debate, Sir Antony MacDonnell said :—

X should like to say that. if the Bill as produced had been produced
25 years ago, it wonld haye been passed withittle opposition. I lack
upon the change in public opinion in the last 25 years as a very
desirable ohnnge, a change showing that the geopla, without being

i 0 withhold their confid in the Govérr are coming
to & clearer perception of their rights, and are more conscious of their
own ability to protect those rights; secondly, I look upon all the
discussi as en’ evid of the kening of the Natives of the
country. I think that the changes noted sre for the better, and
that the Bill as now presented to the Council will work for the good
of the people and for the preservation of many old estates.

‘With Bombay interpellations in mind, the Indion Spectaior
sensibly remarks :— S

How different is this attitude from that which would eall to its
eonncils only those who could be relied on to give a physical assent to

No

brought forward by the
that Sir Anhmy'bl’nma is
the Continent as that of one who recalls the race of Munro and
Metcalfe, of Malcolm and Lawrence.
Sir Antony is a courageous Pmct:itioner of Lord Curzon’s -
anept of “moral suasion’ in both its aspects equally.
it not strange that he should have so few followers or
companions in the practice ? v

Tt is with much regret that we learn of the death of the
Hon. Naoroji N. Wadia, C.TE. Mr. Wadia applied an
English education, and especially a L shire engineering
experience, to the introduction’ and development of the
manufactnring and dyeing industry in Bombay. As a
great millowner and mechanical engineer he did yeoman’s
service on the Bombay Legislative Council, to which he
was appointed by Lord Reay, in the discussion of questions
of industrial and sanitary reform. His active interest in
the Victoria Technical College will not soon be forgotten,
nor the numerous charities prompted by a considerate and
generous mind.

The latest figures telegraphed home (December 19) show
that no fewer than 2,226,000 persons are on relief in the
famine-stricken districts, British and Native. The Lord
Mayor of London the other day passed on to the Secre-
tary of State certain suggestions of ‘“a much respected
missionary in Bombay,” and invited his attention to them.
The point was ““that companies should be formed for
importing grain into India and selling it through mission-
aries and others at cost price, so as to relieve the pressure
now felt in parts of India that are suffering from famine.”
Lord George Hamilton acknowledged the communication
(printed in another column) on December 14, but did not
accept the suggestion. He properly expressed a high
recognition of the previous co-operation of missionaries,
especially ‘“in rescuing orphans and widows and in help-
ing children deserted by their parents.” He considered,
however, that ‘““the efforts of missionaries will be more
effective if they work as part of the relief agency of the
country than if they work apart.”

The Government is pledged to spare neither outlay nor effort in the
attempt to relieve distress and save life in the present famine. But
the Government will always dially sccept the e ion of

issionaries, or of any effective local organi t s making

the relief operations more complets, and towards mitigating the
individual cases of hardship and misery which are inseparable from a
widespread famine in & country like India.
The details of the proposal, if any, are not available; and
in any case there are ohvious difficulties on the face of it.
But it is for Lord George Hamilton to see that the
measures of Government relief are efficient enough to
exclude independent private intervention.

The Gujarat Sabha has presented an able Memorial to
the Government of Bombay, from which we reprint some
of the more important parts in another place. We should
hope that this caveful eriticism will be duly considered by
the Select Comuuittes on the Mofussil Bill, and that just
weight will be given to the views expressed. The limita-
tions put upon the existing privilege of local self-govern-
ment are very unfortunate, and indicate that the spirit
which destroyed municipal control in Calcutta hias taken
strong hold of the officials in Bombay. If half the
Managing Committee of fthe City Municipality, for
example, is to be officially or quasi-officially nominated,
it does not appear worth while for the people of the
locality, any more than it does in Calcutta, to trouble
themselves about their local affairs. Snch a single fact
is enough to reduce self-government to a mere name. The
Oommissioner, again, can always interfere, or his sanction
is required for this, that, and the other thing, as if the
representatives of the people, specially elected for the
purpose of managing their affairs, were the merest babies
or fools. Naturally, also, there are laid upon the munici-
palities duties, more or less expensive, that ought obviously
on any reasonable consideration to be undertaken by the
general Government. We observe, too, that the Sabha
complains in very many cases that the fines or other
penalties prescribed by the Bill are excessive. The drafts-
man gives but too ample evidence how far he isfrom being
in touch with the actual condition of the people. The
Sabha, however, has discharged its duty faithfully, and it
remains to be seen what attention the Government will
pay to its representations.
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THE LUCKNOW CONGRESS.

T]IE meefing of the Congress at Tucknow comes at
' a time when England is so much occupied with
another matter that it may be more difficult to obtain a
hearing for it in this country than it has even been in past
years. In some respects since the meeting twelye months
2,20 the situation of India has been ameliorated, in some
it has been aggravated, and it is not easy to decide on
which side the balance lies. In ene point it appears that
some of the supporters of the Congress are inclined to too
gloomy a view. They complain that they meet year after
year and make little progress; that they see mo results
from their labours; and that they seem to have little
influence on the course of events in India. Now this is
a very natural impatience; and it may be that the results
do not always correspond to the devotion and zeal dis-
played. But this is only the common lot of all great and
permanent movements. To cite the old analogy, the
waves on the sea-shore rush forward and draw back, but
the tide is steadily flowing all the time. A period of
reaction in England—it might almost be said, in lurope—
has necessarily given birth to a period of reaction in India.
But it is adversity that tries nations as well as men, and
separates the grain from the chaff. It isthen that self-
seekers and braggarts fall away. Itisin such times that
men of true metal best show their stern purpose; and
triumphing over all obstacles make their very failures, as
Saint Augustine has it, the ladder by which they climb to
greater things.

There is, indeed, in the spectacle of the Indian Congress,
meeting year after year, impervious to the ridicule of its
enemies and the lukewarmness of its weaker friends,
something of good augury for the future of India. If its

path of late years has been cheered by few victories, 80

much the more does its steadfastness of purpose shine
before men. There has been manifested of late in many
quarters, and even among the most strenuous friends of
the Congress, a disposition to blame want of organisation
or want of leadership for the slow progress made. By all
means let us have the best organisation and the best
leaders possible. But while reaction is sweeping over
Europe, it is impossible that progress in India can be
other than slow. Ths curious fate that has linked together
India and England, those mighty opposites, has established
a close connexion between the state of the body politic in
both those countries. While the people of England are
engrossed with Empire and military glory, and pin their
future safety to the alliance throughout the world of the
Anglo-Saxon race, there will be liftle inclination to gratify
the hopes of the Indians. But these false gods will not
for ever delude the English people; and when the day of
awakening comes, the Congress will reap the fruits that
haye been sown in patience and matured in fortitude. It
has ever been the strength of the Indian character to hear
an equal mind in prosperity and in adversity. Let the
Congress take heart. In happier days, generations yet
unhporn will look back on this unbroken series of annual
meetings, and say : ““Surely the men of those days were
true men, full of courage and of hope. Surelyit is an
honour fo be of their descendants.”

And when we look around India to-day there are mnot
wanting signs to encourage us. Only two years ago the
country was affiicted by the triple scourge of war, pestilence
and famine. The plague, alas, is not yet extinguished, and
famine has come again—come while the Tavages of its pre-
decessor are still fresh and unremedied. Butifthe angels of
death that slay with pestilence and hunger still hover over
the land, the angel that slays with the sword has passed on
to other lands. ~ Not from India is the tale of blood now
required. On her frontiers there is peace. The proud
conquerer trusts her in his adversity—nay, looks to see
what help she may give him should danger give place to
disaster. And it is a remarkable lesson to those that talk
glibly and patriotically of the “sedition” in India that
the enthusiasm ot Englishmen for the successof the British
arms in South Africa is matched throughoutthe length and
and breadth of Tndia, and that Indians—the ,despised and
persecuted Indians—in Natal are displaying & heroism
of fortitude and calmness in aid to the wounded on the
field which has extorted the glowing admiration of English-
men on the spot and of the bravest of the brave—ifor
instance, Sir William Olpherts—at home.

This relief from frontier adventure is an advantage that,

the more it is studied, the greater it appears. No longer:
has India to pour out the blood of her sons ; no longer has
she to pay away the hard-earned money of her peasantry,
at most always on the very verge of existence, in wild and
inconclusive forays against the savage tribes of the frontier.
No longer has she to support an English army immensely
beyond her needs. It is an ill wind that blows nobody
good; and that blast of war which is dyeing the soil of -
Africa red with blood, has set India free from a weight
that has long been crushing her. The very admission
that the poorest part of the Empire has been keeping up-
an army vastly greater than was needed for her own
defence, is of good augury for the future; for there are
other burdens from which India is still unrelieved. And
let no one contemptuously pass this by as a mere question
of money. Sound finance is the necessary condition of
sound administration. Want of money is the rock on
which the finest schemes of Indian reforms are wrecked..
The sending of several regiments to South Africa not
only closes for a time the policy of adventure on the
frontiers ; it relieves the Indian Treasury of the consider-
able sum spent in their maintenance ; and it diminishes
the Tribute in some small degree, if only under the head
of private remittances to Hurope. And the lessening of
the Tribute is a fundamental condition of Indian prosperity.

There is another point wherein the country is more
happily situated than in former years. True, it is by
comparison a small matter. But questions of personality
are necessarily of importance in India. That country has
now in Lord Curzon a ruler of strong will, of great
activity, of forceful intellect, anxious for reforms, apd not
wanting in the energy and audacity to carry thkem through,
By a combination of circumstances most happy for India
the question on which he was most opposed to Indian
opinion, and in which his action would have been most
disastrous had he followed out his previous ideas, has
been removed for the present from the arena of practical
politics. The forward policy has betaken itself to other
lands, and the Indian fromtier is at peace. Time alone
can reveal whether Lord Curzon will fulfil the generous
hopes of the people over whom he rules; whether he is-
really the young hero riding out to fight the three-headed
monster of famine, injustice and oppression. But the
Indians resolutely believe him to be so, and the belief is a
cheering ray of sunlight in the darkness of reaction.

On the other hand, the tide of reaction has been flowing
strongly since the Congress met a year ago. The long
contest over the Calcutta Municipality has closed, and for
a time the people have lost the control of their own city
administration. Now the municipalities of the Bombay
Mofussil hayve been attacked. And as if to show that no
part of India can escape, the political liberties of the
teachers, and even the umpaid managers of schools, in
Madras have been threatened. Meanwhile, reform,
whether fiscal or administrative, is almost at a standstill;
the dearest wishes of the Indians ave flouted; and the
legislative energies of the Goyernment, when not employed
in limiting what little freedom India has acquired, are
occupied with such doubtful attempts at the redress of
grievances as the Bill fo prevent the alienation of land in
the Punjab.

But if the Congress has too seldom been able to make
its influence directly felt—although its direct influence has
been both large and beneficent—it has at least had the
bitter satisfaction of seeing the evils that haye come from
a disregard of its advice. Hspecially is this to be seen in
the matter of frontier policy, wherein it dealt fgithfully
with the Government. The frontier policy against which
it protested was continued; the inevitable results followed
and there are few to-day, eyen among the most active
revilers of the Congress, who will not admit that it would
hayve been hetter if' more heed had been paid to the
opinions expressed, by that body. Lord Curzon professes
to be open to take advice. Is it too much to hope that on
the many questitns pressing for solution, he will pay heed
to the views put forward by the representatives of educated
India as they will now be set forth at Tucknow ?

It is true that those who denounce the Congress for-
imaginary failings tell us that it occupies itselt with vague
and florid rhetoric and puts forward no definite proposals.
Nothing dould be further from the truth, as the most
cursory survey of its published proceedings would show its-
crities.  So far from its resolutions being vague or wordy,

they are most succinet and practical, and deal with all the-
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g:\aat questions before the country. Last year, the Zimes
dulged in one of its usual attacks on the personnel of the
Congress. Tt spoke of the delegates as men Tithout
Ppractical experience of the matters with which they had to
deal. But it would be difficult even for the Zines to make
this good in the case of the present President. Mr. Dutt
has spent more than twenty years as a civilian in the
service of his country. He has risen to the highest post
ever attained by an Indian on the executive side—the
‘Commissionership of Orissa—and he has always been held
both by his official superiors and the public, alike when a
young man in subordinate posts and later in high office,
as an honourable, able, and active member of the Indian
‘Civil Service. On such questions as the state of the Indian
P try, and the admission of Indians to a greater share
in the administration, he speaks with authority second to
none. Here then is a practical man—mno mere talker or
-dreamer however eloquent he may be, but one who has
spent his life in the practical work of administration, and
that too with acknowledged distinction. To scout the
advice and the warnings of such a man would be too
absurd, even in the most irresponsible journalist. In the
‘Government of India, it would be a blunder not dis-

. tinguishable from a crime.

THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE.

FROM many quarters there has lately come a deepening

cry of dissatisfaction with the judgments of the most
-august of British tribunals, the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council. Unpretentious and homely as is the
-outward aSpect of the sittings of this unique body, its
work embraces a variety and importance of interests
beyond the range of the House of Lords itself, for under
“the surface of its purely legal business there runs an
-unseen current of vast political consequence in the relations
of the Colonies and Dependencies to the Mother Country
and the Paramount Power. A judicial body for the
‘decision of appeals from the highest tribunals of local
justice throughout the varied outlying members of the
Empire cannot but be a most potent power for good
or for evil, according as it commands or fails to com-
mand the confidence of the local litigants and the
local judicatures. The recent:symptoms of dissatisfac-
tion, therefore, urgently invite enquiry. Sir W. Comer
Petheram and Sir W. H. Rattigan have placed the com-
plaint of India in a startling light, from different but
converging points of view; and it is but fair to say that
these experienced judges have only impressed with special
authority opinions that have for some time been in open
-currency in Indian legal and private circles. Their views
were resumed and enforced by Mr. Pickersgill, M.P., in
-an article on “Indian Appeals to the Judicial Committee,”
published in our issue of May 12 last (Inbrs, vol. xi,
p- 233). Perhaps the authorities will be more inclined to

take into serious consideration a leading article in the |

ZTimes of December 14 which runs on the very same lines,
and advocates ‘“the strengthening of the Judicial Com-
mittee.” This article is couched in terms of conventional
‘restraint, but that only increases its force of suggestion to
-anyone that is capable of reading between the lines. The
Zimes has done conspicuous service in bringing the
-question within the range of practical treatment, on an
array of fresh cases pointedly illustrative of the weakness
-of the tribunal.

A court sitting at Whitehall, even though distinctively
Impeyial in jurisdiction and character, inevitably shares the
Imperial deficiencies of the neighbouring departments of
:State*administration. The natural tendency is to make it
predominantly British, or rather English, in acquirements,
tone, and outlook. The political influences of the situation
irresistibly encroach upon a spheré that ought to be

.governed by considerations of jurispriudence and law. It
would be adventurous to affirm that the appointments to
seats on the Judicial Committee are decided on grounds of
substantial fitness apart from political convenience or party
urgency. Yet there is no tribunal in the Empire where
pure reasons of personal competence ought to weigh more
heavily in the selection, and where extraneous reasons
-ought to be at a larger discount. In the Queen’s Bench,
the unfortunate results of political and social appointments
-are working out in a congestion of business, a declension of
the Divisional Courts, and a pressure on the Court of

Appeal; and the Lord Chief Justice is calling for more
judges. But the Judicial Committee is a very different
body, and such a weakness in it is not capable of remedy
by such a simple expedient. Besides, the mischief result-
ing from the weakness tells far more seriously, for if
operates a political discontentment as well as a legal
dissatisfaction.

Again, let us assume that the political and social
elements are wholly excluded from the system of appoint-
ment, and that the authorities are honestly bent upon
securing the services of the best men available. Who are
the best men ? Here again the traditions of the English
judicial system are exceedingly apt to be misleading.
On & vacancy on the Bench, speculation is at once busy in
seeking a successor in the limited number of Queen’s
Counsel that have most briefs; the question of juristic
accomplishment is not the primary, but quite a secondary,
consideration. It is the rarest of occurrences when an
unknown junior of narrow practice is raised to the Bench
by a Lord Chancellor that happens to know of his striking:
legal capacity, as in the case of Sir Colin Blackburn. And
not unfrequently the new judge is chosen neither from the
many-briefed nor from the jurist barristers of fewer briefs.
In like manner, when a vacancy oceurs in the Court of Ap-
peal, the uppermost idea is to scan the courts of first instance
for fit subjects of promotion. On this principle, possibly not
without admixture, the home authorities have not un-
naturally sought out gentlemen that have held high office,
judicial or legal, in India, to represent India on the
Judicial Committee. Yet, somehow, it is impossible to
acknowledge that the result has been a success. The
reason is not far to seek. A man does not find himself
Legal Member of the Viceroy's Council, or Judge of the
High Court, or Chief Justice even, on pure grounds
of juristic capacity and accomplishment. It is hardly
surprising, then, to discover that his promotion to the
Judicial Committee has not secured the qualities theoreti-
cally required for the position. What is wanted pre-
eminently is a jurist. But the very idea of producing or
even countenancing jurists is only commencing to glimmer
within the jurisdiction of the Council of Legal Education ;
and to your ‘practical” man, solicitor or statesman, a
juristis a dangerous fellow to be avoided or repressed.

There are poiuts in the Zimes article that well deserve
particular notice. ‘‘By the death of Lord Herschell and

Lord Watson,” says the writer, * the Committee lost two
jurists who had great weight in the colonies.” Yes, two
“jurists”: that is precisely the qualification that gave
importance to the judgments of those two laborious and
able men, and on which the colonial confidence in
them was grounded. ‘‘Under a recent statute,” the
writer proceeds, * three colonial judges were made mem-
bers of the Judicial Committee; but they had not been,
and probably will not be, able to give much assistance to
the Committee.” Why so? The Zimes writer does not
expressly say. Neither do we; for we do not know de-
finitely the grounds of their selection, nor whether the
claims of private or public interests allowed them time to
qualify themselves as “jurists,” although they certainly
seem to have had time and opportunity already to show
their paces. Further, ‘it is sometimes stated, but oftener
hinted, that the Judicial Committee is needlessly prone to
decide appeals on small, secondary issues, and too much
afraid to lay down broad principles,”” Here too is a tradi-
tion of the English courts, which seems to have its roots
mainly in a rule-of-thumb training, and to be extremely
alien to a thoroughly juristic capability. The late Lord
Watson was a conspicuous exception fo this eriticism, for
he never shirked discussion of any substantial point fairly
arising in a case; but it would be simple enough to point
to an equally notable example of the weakness in the
person of a distinguished member of the Court who never
on any account goes beyond the minimum necessary to
dispose of the particular matter directly in issue. This,
we agree, is a deplorably false economy, while the alterna-
tive need not imply an exhaustive treatise for every judg-
ment. Finally, ‘““the judges of last resort know the
documents; they do not know much more.” The limita-
tion involves a very grave censure. For, as the Zimes
writer points out by specific reference to Indian cases
decided the other day, there are constant questions not
to be safely handled without a knowledge of Native.life
and character.”” This weakness is further accentuated

when the cases involve circumstances of Native life under
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a transition such as took place about the period of the
Mutiny, where peculiar social matters are complicated
with historical facts that can be properly understood only
by laborious investigation of official records. Take, for
example, the settlement of Oudh, which the Viceroy,
Sir John Lawrence, was so anxious to prevent from
pressing too hard upon the smaller local people. The
example is suggested by a reminiscence of a series of
cases pursued throngh the courts up to the Judicial Com-
mittee some two or three years back, at the instance of a
Mahdrdja against certain alleged birtdars and others in
villages within his taluks. We say nothing as to the
rightness or wrongness of the decisions. 'We merely join
the 7imes in emphatically urging that the law cannot
possibly be properly applied uniess the judges are saturated
with the local knowledge and the historical circumstances.
One is apt to forget how much is implied into the case by
the very atmosphere, of which an ordinary judge is all but
unconscicus. The lack of this atmosphere in Indian cases
is peculiarly marked, and the decisions have thus too fre-
quently proved ‘‘ violently opposed to the drift of popular
feeling,” though the judges were aiming at laying down
the law in strict accordance with Native ideas. This has
been amply illustrated by Mr. Justice Bonnerji, Sir Comer
Petheram, and Sir William Rattigan, as may be com-
pendiously seen by reference to Mr. Pickersgill’s article in
those columns on May 12 last. The results are exceedingly
unfortunate. *The law of the Courts,” as Sir Comer
Petheram says, ‘ differs from the law of the people, and
this has caused much misery and ruin, and has also in its
own way tended to foster a feeling of distrust and dis-
content.” But we are slow to learn. Does anybody
remember, from historical reading, the violent excitement
caused in Calecutta in 1765, in Clive's time, when a Native
merchant, Radachurn Mitter, was condemned to death for
forgery, in accordance with English law, though the
Natives had never heard of such a penalty for the offence?
The only difference now is that the excitement and indig-
nation is suppressed and smoulders.

The Zimes refers to a supposed answer, to the effect
that *“ suitable recruits cannot be found ”—only to reject
it. ““What is the cause of this dearth,” asks the writer,
“jf it exists? Why has not the Indian Bench been made
inviting to men of the requisite ability to sit one day with
credit in the Judicial Committee ?”” We pause for a reply,
for we have already indicated our opinion of the way in
which English judges are sometimes appointed to the
Indian Bench. But there is more to be said. India cannot
be properly represented except by Native Indians. That
{here are perfectly competent Native judges is indis-
putable : witness the impressive testimony of the late
Lord Selborne. Mr. Justice Mahmood, the most learned
and acute of modern Indian judges, has retired. -Mr.
Justice Muthuswamy Aiyar is dead. But who is there
that could represent Mahometan law more ably than Mr.
Justice Buddrudin Tyabji of Bombay? And who could
more fitly represent Hindu law than Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee
of Calcutta (and Croydon), who was vainly pressed by
Sir Henry Maine to accept a judgeship mearly twenty
years ago, and who enjoys beyond any other living man,
except Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, the confidence of his
countrymen ?

LEITER TO THE EDITOR.

THE ANGLO-INDIAN ATTITUDE.
To the Editor of **INp1a.>?

Sir,—In the article on *“ The Lessons of the Rangoon Out-
rage,”’ published in your issue of October 6, you speak.of the
contempt for the people 80 common among the Anglo-TIndians.
The existence of this feeling of coutempt, however, would, T
am sure, never be publicly admitted by the Anglo-Indian Press
and our big officials, not beeause they do not believe in its
existence, but because they think it inexpedient and impolitic
to admit it. But we need not go far for our proofs. Not a
month passes but we obtain the most convincing evidence of
the existence of this feeling in the Indisn stories which now
form a distinctive feature of the thly English i
These stories are obviously written by Anglo-Indians or per-
sons who are intimately acquainted with their life and nature,
and profess to depict Anglo-Indian society as it really is, and
give us a glimpse of the real soul of the community. ~To take
up a single magazine—the Strand, for instance. Its Septem-
ber number of the current year contains a story, “ An Amateur
Buddha ” (p. 304), which begins with a ““Britisher” addressing

his Madrasee page in the following terms: “’W_e!l, come here,
you confounded nigger, you; where are my shirts?” T dare‘?
&ay the ordinary English reader will not deny that this is not
the way people in England address their servants when asking
for their shirts, and that if it does not betray contempt it
betrays something dangerously like it. Moreover, the ordinary
matter-of-fact way in which the writer puts the wordsin the
mouth of one of his most respectable characters would positively
prove, if indeed any proof were needed, that this mode of ad-
dressing Native servants—and sometimes even persons of a
superior class—is not considered at all an unusual thing in
Anglo-Indian circles.

Turning again to the November number of the same maga-
zime, we come across the following dialogue at page 506:—

t€¢ You must have known there was plague there [in Bombay],
my deer,’ Sir Ivor put in. ... . ‘But only the Natives
get it.”

. ... “Oh, only the Natives!’ Lady Meadoweroft echoed,
relieved, as if a few thousand Hindus more or lgss would
hardly be missed among the blessings of British rule in India.”

I fear the quotation correctly indicates the attitude of the
average Anglo-Indian in regard to the unfortunate Native
victims of the plague. Instances might be multiplied from
other magazines, but are unnecessary.

It is indeed in small matters like the above that the true
nature of the Anglo-Indian discl itself, because in domesti
circles and family gatherings he is free from the necessify of
being on his guard, and assuming a garb of hypocrisy which
public policy and common decency would demand on more
public occasions. * Sympathy, boundless sympathy,” in the
words of the present Chief Justice of Bengal, is all that we
require at the hands of our rulers, and mere formal expressions
of praise and stereotyped public speeches, however kind they
may be, are as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal unless they
are followed up by real, genuine sympathy in the everyday
affairs of life, which afford the greatest opportunities for,its
display. As long, therefore, as a wholesale reversakof feeling:
does not take place among the Anglo-Indians the root of evils
like the Rangoon outrage will not be eradicated, and so long
we may expect to see cases of outrage by Europeans upon
Indians cropping up with quite a tropical luxuriance.

I am, yours, ete., ‘
A VoICE FROM INDIA.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.

[Feox AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
Boxpay, December 1.

The news of chief importance is undoubtedly the visit of the
Viceroy to Bhopal and Gwalior and his utterances at those
historical places. At Bhopal he had to address a female
sovereign who occupied the throne of her ancestors when Lord
Curzon was a boy at Eton. The Begum has for years been
known to be a capable and shrewd princess who thoroughly
understands the art of government. She had an excellent
training under her mother, who administered Bhopal before
her. Both princesses have been loyal, without a shadow of
suspicion, to the Paramount Power; and the relations of this
excellently managed State with the Government of India have
on the whole been of a most cordial character. So Begum
and Viceroy had no difficulty in exchanging courtesies. The
former was right royal in her hospitality, which Lord Curzon
greatly appreciated. There was abundance of rose-water, and
no doubt everybody was made happy by the Viceregal visit.
Buf when all has been said, one cannot but feel somewhat
humiliated at the tenour of the address in which both the
Begum and the Maharaja of Gwalior, who also was profuse in
his hospitality and full of honey and flowers in his utterances,
welcomed the representative of her Majesty. Discounting all
oriental exaggeration, pardonable in such addresses, one may
question whether the humble undertone was quite corSenant
with the dignity and character of sovereigns of two such
independent States as Bhopal and Gwalior. They spoke more
like humble and obedient vassals than rulers in their own right.
There has of late been*®discernible no little of this kind of
humility among our indigenous princes and potentates, which
shows how far they are being slowly reduced in dignity. It
may be a serious Juestion whether Political Agents, like the
old Mayors of the Palace in France, are not the real rulers of
Native States, while the Princes and Chiefs themselves are so
many shadows of royalty.

It is not surprising that the Viceroy in his speech at Gwalior
assumed the réle of Imperial Cresar and broadly hinted at the
respective functions of the Feudatories and his Government.
I have no recollection that former Viceroys adopted such a

tone as that which Lord Curzon assumed there, albeit in a
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most friendly garb, and in words which somewhat conceal the
meatting they nevertheless conveyed. - The preamble of the
speech is worth carefully reading and anpalysis, No doubt it
will rejoice the hearts of men like Sir William Lee-Warner and
others who have peculiar notions about the Paramount Power
and what they are pleased to call ““Protected States.” Slowly,
but steadily, all vestiges of independence among Feudatory
States in India are dying away. When the map of India may
be all red one cannot say. But there are already signs of the
transformation.

I notice that the news regarding the details of the prevailing
famine is not published in the British press with anything like
fulness. This is really a matter of regret. Surely there is no
rigid censorship over famine news as there is over the news
from BSouth Africa? Why should not the English journals
have fuller telegrams on the faumine ? The broad facts touching
the course of this dire visitation are as follows. Let me first
state the number of famished people on relief works and in
Teceipt of gratuity on November 18 last, as compared with that
on October'28:—

3 X October 5. November 18,
British India .. .. 485,546 850,202
Native States .. 97,730
@ ST —
678,794 947,933

It will be seen that there is an increase of 269,138 persons in
three weeks. So far as to all India. Now as to Bombay :—
. October 25. November 15.
Bombay 78,294 169,354

The increase is 91,060, say, in round figures, one hundred
thousand. But this increase is chiefly made up from the
district,of Khandeish, where on the last mentioned date there
were as many as 85,448 persons dependent on the State for
their daily food. In the Punjab there are 72,566 on relief
works, to which Hissar contributes as many as 60,821. Coming
to the Central Provinces, we find as many as 528,592 persons
on relief. Here almost all the different districts are bad,
Raipur contributing the largest number, say 120,770, Next is
Bilaspur with 84,710, Betail with 71,238, Chanda with 58,435,
and Balaghat with the same number. This is indeed grievous
for the Central Proyinces. No province or presidency seems to
be so hard hit as this, and one cannot but sympathise with the
population there. Coming to Rajputana we find that the
district known as Marwar is the worst, with 31,000 people
on relief works. But the condition of Kathiawar is desperate.
There are as many as 234,373 people on relief, and this number
grows from week to week. In this province the scarcity of
water is very terrible, and enhances the hardships and priva-
tions of the starving. But we are yet in the cold season.
‘What the course of things will be when the summer approaches
can only be imagined. Our anxiety will not be at an end till
the monsoon of the coming year is assured. From these facts
it will be seen what a sore trial our starving people have before
them for the next eight or nine months.

Tord Sandhurst has had his last tour in Sind, which seerhs
to haye greatly pleased the people. His lordship leaves very
pleasant memories behind him so far as that adjunct of the
Kingdom of Bombay is concerned. How far, however, he will
carry with him the goocd wishes of the people of the Presi-
dency as a whole remains to be seen. Apart from his personal
sympathy with the people in the matter of plague and famine,
there is little which is deserving of approbation in his adminis-
tration, while it cannot be disguised that the people have not
yet forgotten the perpetuation of the grave injustice inflicted
on the Sirdars Natu ‘since 1897. They will never forget it
unless Tigrd Sandhurst relents before his retirement.

The Thstitute of Original Research, which has now received
‘the blassings of the Government of India, has been highly
eulogised by the Indian Press. The resolution on the subject
-greatly commends Mr. Tata’s enlightened endowment and
expresses the hope of Government that it may be the glad
harbinger of greater intellectual and materisl prosperity to
India. The Institute, when fully equipped and in full opera-
tion, will be a lasting memorial of the munificent donor—a
benefactor of his race.

THE nomination of Kumar Sir Harnam Singh to represent the
Punjab in the Viceroy’s Legislative Council has given much satisfac-
tion. ¢To intelligent and sincere loyalty,” says the Intlien Spectator,
“he joins a degree of independence almost unknown to men of his
class. His grasp of public questions is remarkable, especially on the
Tevenue gide.”’

THE VICEROY ON TOUR.
SPEECH AT BHOPAL.

THE BEGUM'S “GIFT OF GRACEFUL SPEECH.”

At a State banquet given in honour of Lord Curzon’s visit to
Bhopal; her Highness the Begum proposed the heslth of his Ex-
cellency and Lady Curzon in the following terms :— :

TrE BEGUM'S SpEECH.

“ Your Excellency, Colonel Barr, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I may
say without fear of contradiction that in this vast Indian Empire
there is none to-night who is &0 fortunate as I am, or, who enjoy
such Royal favours as T do, because the august guest, the representa-
tive of our beloved Queen-Empress, his Excellency Lord Curzon, and
her Excellency Lady Curzon are the guests of this evening. It isnot
poseible fo express in words how great is the honour and the pleasare T
myself and my people have received from the visit of their Excellencies.
This insignificant State may well be proud of the distinction which
your Excellency has conferred upon it by granting me the privilege of
being the first to give your Excellency a public reception, and for this
favour, I thank your Excellency from the very bottom of my heart.
It may not be unknown to your Excellency that my ancestors have
invariably been loyal to the British Gov: t, and since T
charge of the State, no ambition of mine has been greater than that
of surpassing them in loyalty and devotion to the British Crown. In
this connexion, I may say that I have organised the Imperial Service
Regiment, in the hope that the inhabitants of this place may receive
proper training to serve the Tmperial Government when riecessary,
and to earn & name in that service. (Cheers.) My subjects, whether
Muhometan or Hindu, are most obedient to the British Government.
In fact, no Mahometan who is true to his faith, and who strictly ob-
serves the rules of his religion, can conscientiously be disloysl to his
sovereign. It may not be out of place to mention here that about a
couple of years ago, I abolished the silver currency of Bhopal, and
the British rupee has since become the current coin of the State.
This change has removed the inconvenience arising from exchange
and smoothed the path of all business. (Cheers.) I may also state
that in August, 1898, certain regulations relating to arms were passed
for this State. The object of the measure was to prohibit the posses-
sion of arms by the criminal tribes, and suspicious and turbulent
classes, so that they might not commit mischief within or beyond the
borders of this State. It was not intended that the regulations should
deprive respectable or peaceful inhabitants of protecting their lives
and property. My lord, successive failures of crops in the past few
years have straitened the circumstances of the people of the State.
The ontturn of the crops during the last two years, however, has been
favourable, but before they have completely regained their normal

dition they have unfor y to face another year of scanty
rainfall. May God be merciful to my people. If the Mahawut or
winter rain falls the apprehension of famiue will cease to exist. I
may be permitted to repeat that the visit of their Excellencies has
been & matter of great honour to me. Their Excellencies will find
hosts worthier than I am ; it is good luck only that brings me the
illustrious guests like them. I sincerely pray that her Imperial
Majesty the Queen Empress may have a long and prosperous life,
and that their Excellencies Lord and Lady Curzon may ever enjoy
sound and perfect health and continue to take an interest in the
‘welfare and advancement of the people of this country. (Cheers.)
Before I conclude I must thank the other guests for their very kind
acceptance of my invitation. Now, ladies and gentlemen, I have the
honour to propose the health of their Excellencies Lord and Lady
Curzon, and request that you will recsive the toast heartily.”’
(Cheers.)

401

Tuae Viceroy's Repry.

His Excellency the Viceroy in reply said :—

““Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, —Her Highness the
Begum, whose guests we have the pleasure of being to-night, has the
gift of graceful speech no less than that of munificent hospitality.
She has proposed the health of Lady Curzon and myself in terms so
felicitous that in our recollection they will always crown the memory
of our first official visit to one cf the principal Native States of India.
(Cheers.) It is a satisfaction to me to think that the particular State
which thus receives us should be one, the ruler of which has during
a period of more than thirty years won so honourable a reputation for
enlightened and public-spirited admini ion, besides the
tradition, already rendered notable by the conduct of her mother, of
devoted loyalty to the British crown. (Cheers.) That the sceptre
need not pass into feeble or irresolute hands, when by the aceident of
fortune it is wielded by a woman, is shown by the career of our own
beloved Sovereign, her Majesty the Queen-Empress. (Cheers.) Nor
need we go far on & smaller scale to find an illustration of the same
phenomenon in the case of the two successive Begums, who have now
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“for & combined period of more than half a century presided over the
fortunestof the State of Bhopal. (Cheers.) 3

Her Highners's mother was distinguished not only, as I haye said,
Aor her fidelity to the British Raj, but also for her ability as a ruler.
Bimilarly the rule of her Highness has been rendered memorable by
many acts of administrative prudence and of private generosity.
(Hear, hear). From the speech which she has just delivered I gather
with pleasure that her active interest in the well-being of her subjects
isfar from being exhausted, and that she still continues todevise and
to carry out projects which testify to her practical wisdom and will
conduce to the prosperity of the State. (Cheers.)

1 shall on Monday ing have the pl of insp on the
parade ground the regiment of cavalry which Her Highness has
contributed to the defence of the Empire, and which she has
designated with the name of her Majesty the Queen-Empress.
(Hear, hear.) Her Highness bas never failed to take as great an
interest in these men as though she were herself their military com-
mander, and I am pleased to hear that she has recently added to the
attractions of the regiment by raising the scale of pay. (Hear, hear).

““I look with great interest upon the conversion of the Native
currencies in the feudatory States of India, and the substitution for
them of the uniform and staple coinage of the British mints. In
taking this step, as far back as 1897, her Highness has acted as a
pioneer in 2 movement in which I believe that she is destined to find
many followers, and which must unquestionably tend to the com-
mercial advantage of the entire ecommunity.

¢ Similarly her Highness has been well advised in keeping her eye
upon the gangs of desperate and unruly men who from time to time
*aise their heads even in modern India, and who find in any season of
-distress an opportunity for reviving the discredited profession of pre-
datory crime. Thafirst test of an orderly State is the degree of security
which it gives to the life and property of its citizens, and dacoits are
public scourges to whom the State should show no mercy.” (Hear,
hear and cheers.)

¢t Tt is a source of great gratification to me to find on coming into
the Bhopal State that, although as her Highness has said, the sitna-
tion is not altogether free from anxiety as to the agricultural outlook
_yet the circumstances of this part of India are so much more favour-
-able than many of those which T have lately been visiting. It isa
trying experience to see pinched human faces and dying cattle. I
echo her Highness's prayer that in this State she may escape both
calamities, and that Providence may be merciful to her people.

“In conclusion it only remains for me to thank her Highness the
Begum for the friendly and suspicious wishes that she has uttered on
behalf of Lady Curzon and myself, to assure her that we shall not
Aorget our right royal welcome in this State, and to ask all the ladies
and gentlemen who are seated at this table, and who like ourselves
are the recipients of her profuse hospitality, to join with me in drink-
ing Long Life and Prosperity to her Highness the Begum of
Bhopal.” (Loud and continued cheers.)

SPEECH AT GWALIOR.
MARTIAL SPIRIT OF THE MAHARAJA.

At a State banquet at Gwalior on November 27, the Mahfirfj pro-
posed the toast of the Viceroy and TLady Curzon. In the course of
his speech he touched on the progress in the chief departments of his

dmini: ferri destly.to the noble work he has done in
combating the famine, and giving forcible exoression to his military
ardour and loyalty in the following terms:—

An immense improvement has lately taken place in the condition
of the Military Department since it was reorganised, and the greatest
credit is due for this result to the Commander-in-Chief of my army,
General Kashi Rao Sarve, C.8.1. (Cheers.) On two occasions it has
been my pride and privilege to send a portion of my army across the
frontier to serve with her Majesty’s forces in the field—(loud cheers)—
a pride tinged with regret that I myself have personally been unable
to take part in these expeditions. (Continued cheers.) I need hardly
say that the whole of the resources of my State, including my army,
are af the disposal of her Majesty whenever and wherever they are
required, for my greatest ambition would be ts serve in person
against the enemies of the Queen Empress, if possible in the front
line, or failing that I should gladly seize the opportunity of serving
in any capacity or anywhere, even at the base of operations, with the
armies of the Queen. (Loud and continued cheers.)

His Excellency, who on rising to respond was warmly received,
spoke as follows :—

Your Highness, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—In rising to thank his
Highnees for the agreeable manner in which he has proposed the
health of Lady Curzon and myself, I feel that T am enjoying one of
the happiest experiencesof any Indian Viceroy in coming for the first
time as a guest to the Ruler and the State of Gwalior. (Cheers.)
‘There, is in this place such a pleasing and uncommon blend of old
world interest with the liveliest spirit of modern progress that one
hardly knows whether the imag or the p 1 side of nature

is more thrilled by all that one sees and hears. The official visits of
Viceroys to Native States are sometimes deprecated on the score of

the ceremonial and, perhaps, costly formalities which they involve,
and of their time-honoured attributes of pomp and display. Iim.
not inclined to share these views. To me personally there is no more
interesting part of my Indian work than the opportunities which are
presented to me on tour or elsewhere of an introduction to the
acquaintance, and, as I fondly hope, to the confidence of the Native
Princes and the’ Chiefs of India—(hear, hear, and cheers)—and if
these Princes prefer, as I believe they do prefer, to receive the repre-
sentative of the Sovereign whom they all acknowledge, and for whom
they entertain a profound and chivalrons devotion—(hear, hear)—
with a dignity becoming both to his position and to their own rank,
I think that he would be & captious and sour-minded eritic who
would deny to them an opportunity which I believe to be as highly
appreciated by their subjects as it is valued by themselves. (Cheers.)

THE GovERNMENT AND TEE Namive StaTes.

The spectacle and problem of the Native States of Indiz are indeed
a subject that never loses its fascination for my mind. Side by side
with our own system, and sometimes almost surrounded by British
territory, there are found in this wonderful country the possessions,
the administration, the proud autherity, and the unchallenged tradi-
tions of the Native dynasties—a combination, which, both in the
picturesque variety of its contrast and still more in the smooth
harmony of its operation, is, I believe, without parallel in the history
of the world. (Cheers.) The British Government alone of Govern-
ments has succeeded in the wise policy of building up the security
and safeguarding the rights of its feudatory principalities, and to
this are due the stability of their organisation and the loyalty of their
rulers. I rejoice wherever I go to scrutinize the practical outcome
of this policy, to observe the States consoliduted, the chiefs powerful
and their privileges unimpaired. But I also do not hesitate to say,
wherever I go, that a return is owing for these advantages, and that
security cannot be repaid by licence, or the guarantee of rights by the

unchartered exercise of wrong. _

¢ My COLLEAGUE AND PARTNER.”

The Native Chief has become by our policy an integral factor in
the Imperial organisation of India. (Cheers.) He is concerned not
less than the Viceray or the Lieut -G in the administr
tion of the country. I claim him as my colleague and partner. (Loud
cheers.) He cannot remain vis-a-vis with the Empire, a loyal subject
of her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and vis-a-vis with his own people
a frivolous or irresponsible despot. (Hear, hear.) He must justify
and not abuse the authority committed to him. He must be the
servant as well as the master of his people. (Cheers.} He must learn
that his revenues are not secured to him for his own selfish gratifica-
tion but for the good of his subjects, that his internal administration
is only exempt from correction in proportion s it is honest and that
his gadi is not intended to be & divan of indulgence but the stern seat
of duty. (Cheers.) His figure should not merely be known on the
polo ground, or on the race course, or in the European hotel. (Hear,
hear.) These may be his relaxations—aud T do not say that they are
not legitimate relaxations—but his real work, his princely duty, lies
among his own people. (Cheers.) By this standard shall T, at any
rate, judge him ; by this test will he in the long run, as a political
institution, perish or survive.

Tre Manieasa Scixoia’s Exauere.

It is with the greater freedom that I venture upon these remarks on
the present occasion, because I do not kuow anywhere of a prince
who better exemplifies their application, or who shows a more con-
sistent tendency to act up to the ideal which I have sketched than the
young Mahérija, whose splendid hospitality we are enjoying this
evening. (Loud cheers.) Before I arrived in India I had heard of
his public spirit, his high sense of duty and his devotion to the
interests of his country. During my first few days in Calcutta I had,
as he has mentioned, the pleasure of making his acquaintance, and
10w, in his own State, the opportunity is presented fome of improving
it, which I very highly prize, and of seeing at first hand the excellent.
work which he is doing in almost every branch of the administration.
The Mahfrija appears to me, from all T have heard, to have realised
that the secret of sful gov is p lity. (Hean hear.)
If he expects his officials to follow an example, he himself must set it.
If he desires to conguer torpor or apathy, he must exhibit enthifiasm.
(Hear, hear.) Everywhere he must be to his people the embodiment
of sympathetic interest, of personal authority, of dispassionate zeal.
There i8 no position to which a prince who fulfils this conception may
not aspire in the affections of his countrymen, and there is scarcely
any limit to his capapity of useful service to the State. (Cheers.) It
is only five years since the Maharaja Scindia was invested with full
ruling powers; but how much may be done within a short space of
time by an of the faculties and lishments which T
haye described, may be gathered from the kable, but
ing record of administrative progress set forth in the speech which
his Highness has just delivered. It is a record which any ruler might
be proud to point to, and any Viceroy gratified to receive. (Cheers.)
The Mahfraja has mentioned the steps which he took in 1896-97 to

relieve the famine distress in those portions of his State which were
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then afflicted. But he has refrained from alluding to a measure then
taken by him which I regard as of at least equal importance in the
evidence of public-spirited and practical sagacity which it supplied.
He came to the rescue of some of the neighbouring States in their
hour of need, and by a system of well-timed loans, in which the
Government of India were only too happy to lend him the assistance
of their guarantee, he enabled several of his brother Chiefs to tide
over what would otherwise have been a serious crisis. At the same
time he obtained a reasonable interest upon his own outlay.
The policy, in fact, was not merely one of an opportune and'
generous relief, but also of sound and practical finance. (Hear,
hear, and cheers,) I hope that should the occasion again arise his
Highness may be equally ready in protecting the interests of his own
subjects, while I rejoice to have heard, since my arrival in Gwalior,
+that he has already volunteered to repeat his former action in lending
2 helping hand to some of his less wealthy and well-placed neigh-
bours. (Cheers.) The Mahéraja has alluded to another measure,
viz., the conversion of his currency, in which we may find a further
illustration of the same liberal ideas combined with good business.
(Hear, hear.) It is obyious that the existerce of as many as five
different coinages of various and fluctuating value in a State of this
size must haye been fraught, not merely with inconvenience, buf
with positive economic loss to his subjects. Indeed the Mahiraja
himself has graphically described it as a public calamity. So it
was, but it will not be so much longer, for I entertain no doubt thafi
the conversion, when it has been completely carried out, will result in
a direct expansion of the State, as well as an advantage to every class
of the popnlation, from the indar and cultivator of the soil to the
merchant and Bunnia in the city bazaars. I must also express my
acknowledgement of the excellent service that has been rendered in
a perhaps less showy, bub certainly not less important, field of
administration by the revision of the Revenue Settlement in Gwalior,
and by the operations of the Revenue Board, in both of which
measures his Highness has had the invaluable and expert assistance
of one of his ablest officials, Celonel Pitcher. (Cheers.)

MitrTARY RESOURCES 0F GRWALIOR.

And now I come to another department of the Maharaja's activity
in which he has shown a good desl of the enthusiast as well as of the
aptitude of the statesman. I believe that his Highness may be said
to have inherited his military instincts from his distinguished father,
the late Mahéraji, who was, as we all kaow, no mean soldier, and
who was honoured by being made an honorary-general in her
Majesty’s army. (Cheers.) To-morrow morning I shall have the
pleasure of inspecting both the Tmperial Service troops which his
Highness has furnished on so liberal a scale towards Lord Dufferin’s
great scheme of combined Imperial defence, and also his own military
forces. T must not, therefore, praise that which I have not yet seen,
except in the streets yesterday and to-day; but I am at liberty to
appeal to notorious facts. The service which was rendered by the
Grwalior Trangport Corps in the Chitral and Tirah Campaigns is
known to all—(cheers)—and we also know how keenly their Prince
has interested himself in every detail of their equipment and disei~
pline, and how earnest was his desire to be permitted to serve with
them at the front. (Cheers.) His two regiments of Imperial Service
Qavalry are, I am informed, equally fiti for active service, and it must
be a gratification to Sir Howard Melliss and to his capable band of
inspecting officers to see how thoroughly the aid that they have given
to the Mahfr4ja in the organisation and training of these troops has
been justified by results, the more so as this is the last occasion upon
which Sir H. Mellis will inspect them before he retires from a service
which has been of equal advantage to the Native States, whose
Tmperial Service regiments he has supervised, and to the Govern-
ment of India by whom he has for so many years been entrusted with
the task.  (Cheers.) As regards his own forces the Mahirdja’s rule
Thas been characterised by a similar advance in efficiency, for whilst
he has decreased the number of his troops he has taken active steps,
in yhich he has not been unassisted by the Goy t-of India, to
Taise the standard end to improve the condition of the remainder. I
am con¥inced that his Highness is speaking from the bottom of his
heart grhen he declares that he has no higher ambition than to serve
in person agninst the enemies of the Queen in any capacity; or place,
where the opportunity may be afforded to him, and I shall not fail to
pass on to her Mejesty his loyal statertents and his manly and
patriotic words. (Loud cheers.) %

OFFIOTAT, COMPLIMENTS. 3
T was glad to note the generous and friendly tribute which was
paid by the Mahfriji to my Agent in Oentrel India, Colonel
Barr— (hear, hear)—as well as to the officer, Colonel Pears, who
is at present filling the post of Resident in this State. (Hear,
hear.) I know from experience that Colonel Barr, who has been so
Jong associated with his Highness, regards him with an affection that
has in it almost a parental tinge—(cheers)—and T rejoice to think
that the many services which Colonel Barr has réndered to the
Mahéraja and to the State are not less frankly recognised in Gwalior
than they are at the headqnarters of the Goyernment. (Cheers.)

Bemrrant Horrs. :

Before I sit down I must not fail to thank his Highness for the:
singularly graceful terms in which he has included the name of Lady
Curzon in this toast. We shall both look forward while we arein -
India to further opportunities of improving an acquaintance SO
happily begun, and so likely, as I hope, to deepen into a personal
regard. 1T shall watch the future of his Highness with the keen-
est interest. I believe that he has before him a career that will
e replete with advantage to his subjects and with henour to himself.
T trust that hemay be blessed with good health, that his spirits may
remain eager and his courage undimmed. (Cheers.) For my own.
part, T can truthfully say that I never raised a glass to my lips with
greater pleasure than on the present occasion when I give to you all,
ladies and gentlemen, the toast of his Highness the Mahardja Scindia
of Gwalior. (Loud and continued cheers.) The Maharaji briefly
thanked his guests for the kind manner in which they had received the-
toast of his health.

FIGHTING THE FAMINE.
SUGGESTIONS OF EENDENT ACTION.
LORD GEORGE HAMILTON'S VIEWS.

The Lord Mayor of London has received the following com-

tion from the Secretary of State for India on the subject of
the famine in India:—

India. Office, December 14, 1899.

My Lord,—Lord George Hamilton directs me to thauk you for
inviting his attention to suggestions recently made by a much-

P issi y in Bombay that companies should be formed for
importing grain into India and selling it through missionaries and
others at cost price, so as to relieve the pressure now felt in parts of
Tndia that are suffering from famine.

Tt is, unhappily, the case that large regions in Rajputana, Central
India, Northern Bombay, Berar, the Central Provinces, and the
Southern Punjab are affected by famine. It is possible that distress
may also be felt in parts of the North-Western Provinces and the
Deccan. Some of these regions, especially certain districts of the
Central Provinces, suffered severely in the famine of 1896-97. In
Bengal, Burma, and the greater part of Madras good harvests are
expected, and in the rest of India the crops will probably be fair.
The Government of India reported some weeks sgo that probably
350,000 square miles and a population of 30,000,000 would be affected
by famine.

The pressure has come rapidly and unusually early.in the season ;
but the relief arrangements appear to have been prompfly organised.
At the end of November, 2,205,000 people were in receipt of famine
relief, and the latest detailed figures (November 18) show that of the:
then totals about three-quarters were being employed and paid on
relief works, while nearly one-quarter were being relieved gratuitously
ab their homes or otherwise. Of the total numbers being relieved
on November 30, 1,578,000 were in British districts, and 627,000 in
Native States. The rulers of Native States are being helped by
means of loans and in other ways to give relief wherever it is needed,
and also to organiee their relief operations on the most effective
system. No estimate has yet been framed of the extent to which
relief may eventually be required before next reiny season brings
succour, but it is feared that cattle may suffer even more serionsly
than their owners. Prices of food are high, more especially in the
famine districts, but there is as yet no sign that food will not be
carried by traders from prosperous to needy parts of TIndia, while the
amount of wages on relief works and the amount of gratuitous relief
are from time to time raised as prices rise.

In the famine of 1896-97, as in previous famines, the co-operation
of missionaries in relief operations has been ungrudgingly given and
thankfully acknowledged. TLord George Hamilfon hopes and believes
that this valuable assistance will again be given. Tn rescuing
orphans and widowsand in helping children deserted by their parents
the charitable operations of missionaries have been specially opportune.
But his lordship considers that the efforts of missionaries will bs
more effective if they work as part of the relief agency of the country
than if they work apart. They can, in concert with the Goyernment
velief officers, either be responsible for the work in defined areas or in
particular branches ; but there may be waste of power if they carry
on relief operations apart from the regular relief system.

The Government is pledged to spare neither outlay nor effort in
the attempt to relieve distress and save life in the present famine.
But the Government will always cordially accept the co-operation of
‘missionaries or of any effactive local organisation towards making:
relief operations more complete, and towards mitigating theindividual
cases of hardship and misery which are inseparable from a wide-
spread famine in a country like India.

T have the honour to be, my lord,

Your lordship’s obedient servant,
RrcmuoNnp Rrrcare.

The Right Hon. the Tord Mayor.
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INDIA IN -TﬁE BRITISH PRESS.
THE CHUPRA SCANDAL.

THE “NEW Acr.”"]

Last week we set forth in detail the facts of the outrageous
injustice of the Chupra case. The very first step was an
illegal act—the order of the officiating District Magistrate
directing the police to use “natural persuasion” with the
people to get them to dounpaid public work on certain embank-
ments of watercourses. The next step was criminal as well as
illegal—the shameful It upon Narsingh, the constable,
and the compulsion of the people to engage in the desired
work. The third step was a still deeper descent in criminality
—the conspiracy of the local officials to accuse and convict the
perfectly i v table, knowing him to be innocent. The
fourth step sank deeper yet—the official pressure on the Native
Judge (subordinate to the District Magistrate) to ensure the
conviction. The very Commissioner of the Division allowed
himself to be implicated so far as to advise or approve Mr.
Twidell's refusal to explain his share in the matter to the
Sessions Judge, and to address a semi-official letter, which
was substantially an order to the Sessions Judge to take the
case ““in camera ”’ on appeal. We should hope that the highest
authorities have not also implicated themselves by the transfer
of Mr. Pennell to Noakhally, *‘the most pestiferous hole in
Bengal ; ” and we await anxiously the news of his appoint-
ment to a position adequate to the courage and honesty of his
scathing judgment in favour of the unlucky constable. The
action of Mr. Peunell is the one redeeming feature of the
ghastly incident.

Proud as we are of the Indian Civil Service, and especially
of our administration of justice, this case jars most painfully
upon convictions we have been taught to cherish ; and there is
too much suggestion of possibilities of evil that may lie behind.
‘We cannot but ask ourselves whether indeed this is an isolated
casa, or whether after all there are not a few similar cases that
never come to the notice of the British public. For, obviously,
if the judgment against Narsingh had shut his mouth, or if he
had not happened to be represented by a pleader of exceptional
courage as well as of a strong sense of justice, the shocking
outrage would have never been known outside the narrow
limits of thelocality. And even then it would never have been
known if Mr. Pennell had not done justice with honourable
independence and fearlessness, and in contempt of consequences.
The British in India naturally stand together; the British
officials naturally support each other; but it comes upon the
people at home with a cruel shock when they uphold each
other in defiance of legality and justice. Burely it cannot be a
common oceurrence to find the whole hierarchy of the executive
joining hands o enforce an illegal order by methods that do
violence to the most ordinary principles of justice and humanity.
If the case be exceptional, we shall expect to see the officials
implicated in it treated by the authorities as they so richly
deserve. The honour of the Seryice and of the British name
can no longer be safe in the hands of men capable of such
detestable official conduct.

One is not disposed to lay too great stress on the duct

separation of the executive and judicial functions. This peint
has been specially emphasised by our contemporary INDIA :—

The root of the mischief is seen to lie in the fact that the executive
officials had the whole matter in their own hands from first to .lut,
and that they assumed that, once their blow was struck, Narsingh
would have neither the glnuk nor the means to carry the case fo
appeal. If Mr. Twidell had been a purely executive officer, is it to
be supposed that he would have dared to order, and c: into
execution his order, imposing forced labour upon a free community ?
If Mr. Twidell had possessed no authority over Moulyie Zkir
Hossein, is it to be supposed that the Moulvie would have acted with
with such crawling subservience to him in the conduct of the trial of
Narsingh ? Tt was the independence of Mr. Pennell that saved the
situation. If the Moulvie had been independent, the sitnation would
in all probability never have arisen. There could be no more
illustrative case of the mischisvons consequences of the union of
executive and judicial functions.

This is a reform that Indians, and even British Indian
officials, have been crying aloud for all through the century.
The mischiefs are fully recognised. They have been frankly
acknowledged by Lord Cross and Lord Kimberley, Tory and
Tiberal Secretaries of State for India. The difficulty, of course,
is the money to pay for the change. But now Mr. Romesh
Dutt, ex-Officiating Commissioner of Orissa, and President-
elect of the Indian National Congress, has devised a plan that
practically answers without any appreciable addition to the
public cost. Lord George Hamilton is waiting for the opinion
of the Government of India. Let us trust, then, that at last
—after a century of agitation—this reform will be carried out.
The Chupra case should constitute a most telling argument
towards a favourable dexision.

INDIAN VOLUNTEERS IN NATAL.

Mr. M. K. Gandhi of Durban, has sent to the Natal Witness the
following correspondence with the Government in gpumexion with
the offer of English-speaking Indians to serve on the battlefield :—

To the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Maritzburg -

8ir,—About 100 English-speaking Indians of Durban met together
at a few hours’ notice on the 17th ultimo to consider the desirability
of unreservedly and unconditionally offering their services to the
Government, or the Imperial authorities, in connexion with the
hostilities now pending between the Tmperial Government and the
two Republics in Sonth Africa. As a result, I have the honour to
enclose herewith a list containing the names of a portion of those
that have offered their services unconditionally. These have been
subjected by Dr. Prince to a rigorons inati He will i
the rewaining Volunteers to-morrow, when about ten are expected to
pass the test. But as time is of essence, it was proposed to forward
the incomplete list. The services are cffered by the applicants with-
out pay. It is open to the authorities to accept the services of all, or
so many as they consider fit or necessary. We donot know how to
handle arms. Tt isnot our fanlt; it is perhaps our misfortune that
we cannot, but it may be there are other duties no less important to
be performed on the battlefield, and no matter of what description
they may be, we would consider it a privilege to be called npon to
perform them, and would be ready to respond to the call at any time

of the Deputy Magistrate, for he was evidently bound to be a
tool in the hands of his superior, otherwise he must face the
risk of all but certain loss of place and prospects. The
frightful consideration is that he should have been under the
orders of a superior capable of placing him in the dread neces-
sity of choosing between his conscience and his livelihood.
There can be no doubt that the difficulty of Indian adminis-
tration is greatly enhanced by the employment of mere youths
in positions of immense influence and power. Mr. Corbett,
the Assistant Superintendent of Police, is a young man of but
23; Mr. Bradley, the Superintendent of Police, is but two or
three years older; and the Officinting District Magistrate, Mr.
Twidell, can ouly be about 30. Still, one might have supposed
that an ordinary sense of humanity would have dictated a
more moderate and just exercise of their powers. The case
really brings us back to the first proposition, that British
officials in the midst of an alien populition domineer at will
as if the people had no rights beyond what the temporary
whim of their immediate rulers chooses to concede. One would
wish to limiit the proposition as severely as possible, but what
can be said in the face of such an illustration as this Chupra
case ? The mischief of it is that an exhibition of this nature
tends to cast grievous doubts upon all favourable testimony to
the good qualities of the Service, and to discredit the reputation
- of the fair-minded men in it, and, indeed, of the whole body.
One must guard sgainst sweeping inferences. But can these
be resisted unless the authorities signify in a most marked
manner their grave displeasure at what has happened at
Chupra —and visit that displeasnre upon the right parties ?
To hush up the scandal is to tarnish the fair fame of the
ce. To crush the one man who has stood for justice and
honour—that indeed is incredible.
The great inistrative lesson of the business bears im-
pressively on the ity of an immediate and complete

d by the Gov t. If an unflinching devotion of duty,
an extreme eagerness to serve our Sovereign, can meake use of any of
us on the field of battle, we trust we would not fail. It may be that,
if in mo other direction, we might render some service in connexion
with the Field Hospitals or Commissariat. The motive underlying
this humble offer is to endeavour to prove that, in common with other
subjects of the Queen-Tmpress in South Africa, the Indians, too, are
ready to do duty for their Sovereign on the battlefield. The offer is
meant to be an earnest of the Indians’ loyalty. The number we are
able to place at the disposal of the anthorities may appear to ba small;
but i probably represents 25 per cent. of the adult Indian males in
Daurban that have received a tolerably good English education. The
mercantile portion of the Indian community, too, have loyally come
forward, and, if they cannot offer their services on the battlefield, they
have contributed towards the mai of the depend. &f those
Vol whose ci would render such support necessary.
I venture to trust that our prayer will be granted—sa favBur for
which the petitioners will be ever grateful, and which would, in my
humble opinion, be a link to bind closer still the different parts of the
mighty Empire of which We are all so proud.

The following is the Government’s reply :—

Sir, —With reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, forwarding
= list of Indians who are willing to offer their services unconditionally
and without pay to the Government or the Imperial authorities in
connexion with the hostilities now taking place, I have the honour to
inform you that the Government is deeply impressed with the offer of
her Majesty’s loyal Indian subjects in Durban, who have offered
their services jn this connexion, and I am to state that should the
occasion arise, the Government will be glad to avail itself of those
services. Wil you be good enough to convey to the Indians in
question an expression of the Government's appreciation of their loyel

PP

offer ?
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THII BOMBAY MOFUSSIL BILL hnlud hd bsence from " making a Councillor lisbla b-
' I perl mh:::‘ : u: d:‘:,m.h “im‘ 3t M ioi) ﬁeo
form ' are wa Muni
MEMORIAL FROM THE GUJARAT SABHA. 5 o ;(mpdxmm n Pﬂh
huﬂnnebeenmpowuztomm a Councillor nndarthu

We extract the following passages from an importsnt
Memorial addressed to the Government of Bombay by the
General Committee of the Gujarat Sabha on Bill No. IT of
1899 relating to the better management of Municipal affairs in
i(;fuaml towns 'and cities. It is dated Ahmedabad, Novem-

22, 1899.

Restriorions ox' Locar Serr-GoveRNyuesT

2. Before entering into a detailed comsideration of the several
sections of the Bill, the Sabha ventures respectfully to submit that
the Bill curtsils to & great extent the privileges of Local Self-Govern-
ment nooorded to the people 1ill now. The principal features of the
Bill in this regard are

((r ) That it invests the Governor in Council in the Case of City

palities, and the in the case of Town Munici-
p‘hhes, with power under section 17 sub-section (1) to temove a
lfnmcxpal Counmllnr from his office for ‘“misconduct, neglect of, or
for b from, or for incapacity or inability
to perform hu dnty"—wotds which are susceptible of very wide

retation.
f.h(b B) It m\'estaithe G‘gxemur in Connml wnt.h power to require that

o of a

Municipality shall be subject to the approval of Govemmsnt (Fide
section 25, sub-section 12, clause a.)

(c.) It empowers the Govmor m Connull o direct that half the
number of on the of 2 City Munici-
pality shall be d by the Ci isgi alone, or By the
Commissioner and such public bodies as the Governor in Council may
notify. (Vide section 25, sub-section 12 (), proviso ii.)

(a.) It f\n'ther enacts that the Commissioner can remove from such
Managing Committee nny member who, in the opinion of the Com-
from, or neglect of duty,

(¥ide section 25, sub-

by
has been unabh or failed to zlm'lmrgr his disty.
section T2 (a), ppoviso ii. )
(e) T City M lities, upon the requisition of the
Governor in Council, to appomt a Chief Executxve Oﬂicet whom
salary and tenure of office are to be d 3

aectmn,

the virtual power will ultimately rest with the Mamlatdars and ot.hst

revenue officers who are either Ch or Vice-P;
5 2 Commi

havmg
rtunities of coming in personal contact
with non-official Councillors so as to mble lnm to judge of their:
misconduct, incapacity, neglect, or mublhty himself, will have to
rely in such matters on the reports of his subordinates. His sub-
ordinate revenue officers will thus be the virtual arbiters of a
Councillor's destiny, and the fact of their being able to wield such
power is in the opinion of the Sabha highly prejudicial to that healthy
growth of mdeﬁidsnt public spirit which is 50 essential to the pro-
gress of Local Government. In such cases, for instance, as the
imj ion of a particular tax or the framing of a particular rule
or bye-law where the ratepuyers’ np\mon ahould happen to differ-
from official opinion as rep by the ‘and where
sharp but equally ]nsuﬁable d.lﬂerencea of opinion are likely fo arise,
& Councillor representing the popular sids of the guestion will, the:
Sabha thinks, shrink from doing his duty to his constituents by fear-
less advocacy of their cause through a natural apprehension of being
otherwise removed from his post. And mshasd of havmg, by beeom-
ing a Counecillor, to court such anund
which will doubtless operate as a sbeial md!gmty, a self-respeoh
gentlethan will prefer rather to remain away from the Mnmmpﬁ
Board.

10. Section 21 of the Bill deals with the determination by the
District Judge of the validity of elections. Tha Sabha thinks that
in sub-section 4 of section 21, a right of appeal to the High Court on
a point of law shoyld be a.llowed to the party aggrieved by the
Judge’s decision. Several questions of legal intricacy are likely
to arise in interpreting the section, and a decision by the highest
Court of Appeal will settle the construction to be p]aee; upon it once
for all. To sub-section (4) of section 21 the following words should
be added at the end, after the word ‘¢ conclusive,’” namely :—*On
p;nlx;t.s of fact, but an appeal shall Tie to the High Court on a point
O

19. Section 25, sub-section (12), clause (a), in so far as it vests the

but subject to the approval of the Comxm_woner.

(/) The appointment of a Health Officer and Engineer is subject
to mmll\u' restriotions.  (J7ide section 148.)

(g.) The Chief Executive Officer, the Health Officer, and the
Engineer so appointed cannot be removed from office by the Munici-
pality except with the tion of the C issioner, even though he
be found incapable or guilty of misconduct or negleut of duty. ( Vide
section 149.)

(%.) The of the C jesi is
in cases where the Mounicipality wants to reserve powers delegamd
to a Chief Executive Officer under section 150.

o

y the A Government with the power of i m:posmg a restriction on the choice of
(Pide seotion 147.) | 2 Oh 1 by the B, wikh the sy
of a M R 1led for, and i ible in The

present law enacts na guch restriction, and it has worked well till
now, so far as the Sabha is aware of. The Sabha therefore submits
that in section 25 sub-section (12) clauss (a) the words commencing
wuh“but if the Governor in Council™ and ending with ‘*Com-
missioner '’ should be dropped.

13. Section 25, sub-section (12), clause (a), proviso II, paragraph 1,
deserves to be omitted. For the purpose of looking after its own
interests as well as the interests of minorities and such public bodies
as Government may think deserving, the latter have the right of

3. While on the one hand the rights of City M lities to

choose their own M; C i their Chief E ive Officer,

their Health Officer, and their Engineer, their right to dismiss such

oﬁcars for misconduct or incapacity, and the right of a Managing
ittee to select its Chai are thus T and the p

members to the general body of the Municipality. Itis
the whole Municipality, including both the elected and the nominated
Councillors, that elects its Managing Committee, which, when formed
in this manner ought to be considered and really is, represant&ﬁva

af a Councillor mdered less secure a.nd mdependant. there i u, on the
other hand, a si of fi

burdens which ought to be borne hy the aGovemment The cnst
of

of giving relief and of the ani

works in time of famine or scarcity, which ought praperly to be borne
by the Imperial Exchequer and which is quite optional with the
Municipality under the existing law is, by the present Bill, made

a compulsory charge on the Municipality. (rm aeatmn 62, cla\ue
(g)-) The cost of mai lepers and lunati
within, or removed from, a Municipal district under any enactment

has also been made similarly compulsory.

4. Under these mruumtancan the Sabha is of opinion that if the
Bill with such restrictive provisions be passed into law it will be
viewed by the public with mixed feelings, as it will saddle Munici-
pulities with fresh and onerons duties with little, if any, extension of
the rights of Local Self-Government.

Soxe Crrrorsys 1 DETATL.
6. Insection 10, sub-section (c), clause ii, we find that his Excellency
the Goyernor in Council has been empowered to make rules pre-
seribing the number of Councillors to be elected by of _the

of all i of which a Municipality is coustituted. It would
therefore be inequitable to allow to a few of such interests the right
of being again d on the Managing C The Sahha
i8 not aware of any Managing Committee having been so neglectful
of the interests of Government or minorities or public bodies as to
have called for the existence of a drastic provision in the present Bill
giving f.hem a right of double representation. But apart from the
is pi king an injustice to the elecwrﬂbod

of rate; ayere, it is further objectionable as unduly &
the rig] u uf a mumclpa].lty to elect ita own Mansaging Cmmmthe.
When a M y is once the t of i
internal coneerns, and particularly the selection of its Lxecuhm
Committee ought to be left to t.he Municipality itself. The present
provision, however, comes in the way of a free and unfettered exer-
cise by the Municipality of such a right, and thus takes away a
substantial portion of the privileges of Local Self-Government. A
Managing Committee appointed under the above section will, the
Sabha fears, partake more of the nature of an offioial bod;thnnof
one representing all the interests of which the whole Municipality is
constituted.

14. I’arngﬂpb 2 of the same proviso II is also objectionable. It

inhabitants. The Sabha is of opinion that the words “ or by

to remove & C'ounmllnr f:rom f.he Board of

r

of the inhabitants* should be dropped, as they bring out racial dis-
tinctions mto undue pmmmenoe Government have the power by
minorities on the llumm

pnl Council. '.l‘he words above quoted are theref

the

or neglsut of, dnty. or who has been mhle ox- failed to discharge his
duty.” To thene words the Sabha takes the same ob]eohm which it
bas urged section 17, sub-section 1 (vide this Memorial,

. In s¥ction 10, Proviso I, sub-section (¢), at the end, umtead of
the words *‘ by the Commissioner ”* the words “by his Ex
the Governor in Council” should be substituted. The power oi
fixing the minimum amount of taxes which sBall entitle a person to
vote or to stand as a candidate for & Municipal Councillorship was,
till now, vested in the Government, and such a power which setﬂeu
the limits of the Municipal franchise ought not to be,delegated to the

Commissioner. The present Bill makes a distinction between City | them

and Town Mnmmpnhhm and where it invests the © \nth

graphs 8 and 9). The latter section gives ample powers to the
Commissioner if they o nt al] needed_ The Managing Committes
will be almost a semi under p h 1 of provuo (a)y
and tha Aeoond ph will make it m’ll ‘more oﬁm.l, less
h 2 should be
18. Sooho:iﬁ), sub- s;ohq'!lxl (1), clause (3), sub- clmmi: 1;. An oc(:mx
on animals press heavily on poor villagers, who bring goats,
sheep, oowa, bu].\ooh ete., to town for sale, and have often to take
ba their vﬂl&ge for want of customers, after having use-
lessly ¥ ’tbn offeedmgthemmthamty .....

in certain cases when Town M

it gives power to his Excellency the Governor in Connc.il in the case
of City Municipalities. In the present section 10, proviso I, sub-
section (¢), this distinction between City and Town Municipalities
does not seem to haye been observed, while the necessity of observing:
it bacomes evident, if the Commissioner is at all to have thepower of
settling the pecuniary limit of the franchise.

8. Section 17, sub-section (1), of the Bill deserves to be omitted.
The word ‘‘misconduct”’ is not defined. The duration of ‘‘con-

205, Section 45 should be omitted. The people in mofussil cities
and towns are not yet sufficiently educated to observe the procedure -
presoribed in sub-section (1), clauses (), (&), (c), and (d)' of this
section. Municipal servants should, as heretofore, be directed to
ascertain these matters. The penalty for nsgleutmg to give such
notice, prescribed in sub-section (2), is also heas

24. Section 58, sub-section 11, clause (¢}, ought to be omitted.
Poor people cannot always afford to deposit the amount of the tax
beforehand. This clause will virtually deter them from appealing.
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- SINGER'S SEWING MACHINES.

FOR CASH OR HIRE.
Machines Ezchanged and Repuired.

DUPLICATE PARTS, NEEDLES, OIL, &c.,
ALWAYS IN STOCK.

400 Offes n India, Burm, and Ceglon.

Instructions Free.

The SINGER )5 CHURCH GATE ST,
Manufacturing Co.| BOMBAY.

«INDIA,” JAN.-JUNE, 1899,

VOL. XT.

Price Lists Free on application.

NOW READY.
Bound in Cloth (post free)
7/6 each met cash.

. The following volumes of * INDIA,” bound in cloth, can also
be obtained :—
Vols. V. (1894), VI. (1895), VIL (1896), VIIL. (1897).
Price 8/6 each, post free.
Vols. IX. (Jan.-June, 1898), X. (July-Dec., 1898). Price
7/6 each, post free.
Remittances should accompany order.
Apply to the Manag: <NDI1A,”
84 & 85, PAracs CHAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.

LONDON IRNDIAN SOCIETY.
DADABHAI NAOROJI, Esq., PRESIDENT.

Above Society on receipt of 5 anna stamps will give information
::lia.rdjng courge of study and cost of living in England. Gentlemen
ill be met at London, Edinburgh, Oxford, or Cambridge stations
on giving fortmight’s notice.
Apply, Dr. MULLICK,

Somo Square, Namroxar Hosrrraz, Loxoow, N.W.

To Political Associations, Literarj
Societies, Ethical Societies,

Etc., etc.

LECTURES and ADDRESSES
ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.

The British Committee of the Indian National
Congress (84 & 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster,

addresses on Indian questions during the -Autumn
and Winter Season.

Associations or individuals that desire the services
of thoroughly competent speakers on Indian questions
are requested to communicate as early as may be with
the Secretary to the British Committee at the above
address. -

For a limited number of lectures lantern slides
can be provided.

No charge will be made for the services of speakers
with whom engagements are made through the British
Committee. ¥

Address, THE SECRETARY,
BRITISH COMMITTEE of the

ANDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,
84 & 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.

DR. T. N. GHOSE’S

"PECTORAL BAILSEM.
A BOON TO SUFFERERS FROM ALIL, DISORDERS AND
COMPLAINTS OF THE LUNGS AND CHEST.
For Cold in the Head, Coughs, Hoarseness, Asgthma,
Hooping Cough, Bronchitis, Sore Throat.

ltJlB. t? VdENOB snyi‘:x “Ilhn\'e used i‘ti %y;elf and prescribed it for many
patients, end can very strongly recommend it for Bronchitis, Asthma, Indiges-
tion. ¥t will not cure Asthma or Indigestion, but a single dose T have found
gives an immediate relief.—81st March, 1859,

P. C. GHOSE & 00., New M=proin Haxz, M=gRUT.

implies FEVER DESTROYER,

and Cures Malarious, Intermittent and Remittent types of Fevers,

5 :’T‘?ﬁ 5""“”?7,3]:"L d is what its name
= i =
g‘: : ﬁ\ I'WAHA HARI' E = g“ml beg to enclose & chequs for fhe  Jvara-Harl.*
il £
2TV A N —

on all fevers, that I now indent cpon you for 4 dozen, per yalue paysble parcel,
G. L. N,

Colds, ete.

North Raglan Ba 3 .
Both In Indis end Africa I heve g.umd it the ST REMEDT ’r’?ﬁf“ 25

. E. Wo0D, Capt. 22nd North Staffs. Begt.

Ithink there is-
ARSINGA ROW.

For INDIGESTION, DIARRH®A, CHOLERA, etc., etc

pleasurs {n stating that your # Omum. Carpoor  was tound v

Ouddalore Municipal Counciliors' Office.—'1 ave much
asefal for Cholers if taken In the ear;

ly stage,
Prices of ‘' JVARA-HARI” and ‘' OMUM-CARPOOR” 8 ans.,
11 Rs, ver bottle.

RBs., 1/8 Rs:, 2/12Bs,, and
N.B.—1 doz. sent post free. To be had of all Chemists and Dealers, or of the Proprietors

HENRY'S GREAT INDIAR REMEDIES CC™ANY, 43, King William St., London, E.C., and 27, Second Line Beach, Hadras,

C. 8. BRINIVASA, Chairman.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS.

The annual subscription to INDIA (post free) ie nine shillings

Applications for rates for Advertise-
ments in ‘‘INDIA,”” should be made to

TEE MANAGER,
84 & 856, Palace Chambers,
‘Westminster, 8.W.

Advertisements should reach the Office
not later than first poc. on Thursday in
order to ensure insertion in the issue of
the following day. =

Jor England and sic: rupees for India. Subscriptions are payable
in advance. Remitfances, or communications relating goc subsorip-
tions or any other matler of business connected with INDIA,
should in all cases be sent fo the MANAGER of °INDIA,
84 and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, London, 8.W. In
any communication vegarding copies of INDIA circulated in
India, it 4s requested that Subscribers be referred o both by
name and by ths number printed in each case upon the addressed
wrapper.

Uhegues and, Post, Office Orders payable to W. DoucLAs Harx,

Copies «of INDIA can be obtained from the Offices of the
Paper; from M. ELLioT STOCK, Paternoster Row, Londen,
E.0.; and to order at any Railway Bookstall.

'Pn'nheﬂ by A. Basxfx, 1 & 2, Took’s Court, London, E.C., and Published for the Proprietors at 84 and 85, Palace Chambers,

TYesfminsfgr, BW.

S.W.), is now making arrangements for lectures and
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