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would be able to make the particular classification you mentioned
(i-¢- info two el th italist land, and. the peasant pro~
prietor) -—Yes.

In such circumstances do you think you would give suspensions
with reference toithe crop on the ground ouly to the peasant pro-
prietor, and only gi;e HY\_}sponsions to the richer men after considering
heir i — Yy

NOTES AND NREWS.
St

ONTRARY to the usual custom mno inspired ¢ fore-
cagt?” of the Speech from the Throne was issued to
the Press on the eve of the meeting of Parliament yesterday
(Thursday), and there has heen therefore some little delay in
settling the precise terms of amendments to the Address.
"We helieve, however, that memhers of the Tndian Paxlia-
mentary Committee are likely to give notice of amend-
wents somewhat to the following effect :—

(1) And wa humbly represent to Your Majesty that upwards of
30,000 of Your Majesty's British and Native Indian troops have for
muny months past been employed on active service in South Africa
and elsewhere outside the limits of the Indian Empire ; and that it is
desirable in the interests of tho Indian peopls, especially in view of
tho increasing expenditure and diminishing revenue consequent upon
recurring famines, that the entire recrniting, transport, and anunual
charges of 20,000 of the British troopsin India should be transferred:
{rom the Indian {o the Truperial exchequer, while remaining stationed
in India as a reserye force available for service outside Indian
territories.

(2) And we humbly represent to Your Majesty that, although Your
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India and Chencellor of the
Hxchequer have agreed that from the firat day of April next a sam of
£257,500 ghall for the future, in accordance with the unanimous

o) dation of the Royal C: ission on Indian Expenditure, be
trangferred from the Indian to the Tmperial expenditure, no provision
has been made for any repayment of the arrears of the charges
covered by this gum, which in the aggregate reach a total of man
millione, and that in justice to the people of Tndia all the arrears
payable on accommt; of the ifems covered by this' sum so transferred,
which haye arisen over the apportionment of expenditure during the
past twenty yeurs, should be repaid from the British Exchequer to tho
Indian in the form of a liberal grant in relief of the Indian fomine.

(3) And wo humbly represent to Your Majesty that in view of the
constantly recurring famines which occur in India it is desicable thab
the Government of India shall be instructed fo appoint a full and
independent enguiry into the economic condition of the people of
India with & view to discovering the causes of famine and under-
taking practicel measures for their prevention.

Mr. Caine will move one amendment, and it is probable

that others will be in the charge of Mr. Herbert Roberts
and Mr, Schwann.

Mx. Caine has given notice of the following qiestion for
Monday :—

To ask the Secretary of State for India if he has yet considered
the nnanimous recommendation of the Royal Commission on Indian
Bxpenditure, as contained in clause 364 of the report : that a gran
of £50,000 should be 1ads by the Imperial Giovernment in aid of the
charge for the India Office, and, 1f so, how he proposes to dsal
with it.

Lord George Hamilton’s reply should throw some light

upon what we have termed the ‘slimness” of the India
Office.

Siz Antony MacDonnell has been putting very incisive
and suggestive queries to some of the wituesses before the
Kamine Uommission. The following is part of the exami-
nation of My, Maconochie, Collector of Sholapore :—

I have been told on very high authority you may have the name
of a person recorded a8 owner who may have sold his land. Some
one else, meanwhile, may have purchased and sold it to a third

erson, and he in furn may have mortgaged it to a fourth person,

'he original holder may have died long ago, but his name remains
on the repister. How are you to follow up the actual name of the
ftenant under such circumstances as that?—We can generally make
a pretby shrewd guess af the facts of the caze.

hen you have no written register with the name of the actual
owner >—We have a written register, but it/ daes not always record
the actual facts np-to-date.

Then if you had a register with the names of the owners changed
from time to time and marking all the transactions that occur, you

No. 7. Vor. XY. ;

This ig no mew discovery, indeed ; the importance of the
case is thaf some reform may come out of such a public
exposure. Really, it is too preposterous to keep & register
from which you can draw only “a pretty shrewd guess at
the faots of the case.”” And what if your guess is wrong,
ag may happen? The thing is to get the hurden put upon

the right back.

Take ancther case. Mr. J. P. Orr, Collector of Thana,
and formerly Assistant-Collector of Poona, said there was
a great deal of indebtedness in his charge. Sir Antony
then took him in hand :—

We haye been told that the original proprietor, haying lost his
title to the sowkar as landowner, irequently remains as sib-tenant
to the purchaser 7—Nearly always. :

And ke remaius ou af a rack rent which, we have been told, is ofte
half the crop, and the sub-tenant hasto pay assessment also. ‘Would
you say that many of the original tenants had been reduced to that
[position of servitude >—In the majority of eases.

‘We have also been told that the name of that sub-tenant remains
on the register as proprietor of the holding?—Yes. The man who
gomes in may get the title transferred to “his name, but he seldom

088,

From these items of evidence, in conjunction with others,
it would probably be a pretty close inference to deduce
that the indebtedness of the rayats is all hut universal,
Mr. Moore, Collactor of Nasik, admits that four-fifths of
his peoplewers ‘‘in the clutchesof themoney-lenders.” Then
it is plain that the slackmness of the officials in seeing to
the accuracy of their registers allows the sowkar to escape
his just liabilities, while on the one hand the rayat is
ravaged by the zevenue officer or on the other Liund the
Government has to grant suspensions or remissions, delay-
ing or thwarting its just expectations. Such a rotten
system cannot stand. The Government can hardly neglect
the obvious means of relieving the strain on its revenue
system, at the same time profecting the rayat from the
impogition of 8 rack rent by the sowkar.

"We observe also with satisfaction that Siz Antony Mac-
| Donmell is keeping his eye steadily on a system of
agricultural banks. At Nagpur (January 17), Mx. Carey,
Commissioner of Customs, said he thought it would be
difficult to the malguzars to take 4 per cent. for a loan
when they could get 12 per cent. “But look at the
advantage to tho malguzars,” rejoined Sir Antony; “if
would insure their 5. Sill, it may take some little

Tent.
experience to get them to see the position in that light.
Meantime the Zimes of Indiz remarks ;:—

Hyeryone must have recognised the importance of the questions
which Siv Antony MacDonuell put to nearly all the witnesses at
Nagpur concerning the feasibility of agricultural banks. It is
searcely too much to say that these questions indieste that a serious
endeavour to give effach to this long-disenssed project must be in con-
templation, Sir Anftony MacDonnell’s interest in the subject is a
more than personalone. It may nob bejgenerally known that already
& small group of village banks is in operation in the North-Waestern
Provinces, and that legislation isin contemplation for giving larger
extension to the enterprise. Tt will probably be found that the
projecs fayoured by Government will be one in which State interyen-
tion will be reduced to a minimum, and in which the principle of
joint village responsibility will have & prominent placs, . . . - he
scheme, as outlined in Sir Antony MacDonnell’s quostions, seems to
be & very modest one, buf some of its features haye been tested in
practice elsewhore.

Such a scheme  will essentially differ from that which
was promoted by the Bombay Governmens fiftoen years
ago, in which the help of the revenue officials for the
collection of advances was provided for, and the Yayats!
debts to the sowkars were to he liquidated with State

assistancs,”” Woe must wait for the actual form of the
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project, glad meanwhile that at last something practical is
on the eve of being attempted.

The Gujerat Revenue Eaquiry was continued at Olpad
from Junuvavy 17 to Jenuary 23, when ike court adjourned
on veceiving the newsof the demise of the Orown. Several
witnesses deposed that they had been beaten because they
had failed to pay their dues; some declared that they had
beon threatened, and one gave evidence that although no
violence had been offeved to him, ho had seen others
chastised. On the other hand, two witnesses withdrew
statements which they had made to Mr. Tivanji Limjibhai,
who has been so active in getting up evidence for the
prosecution. One of these witnesses declared that he had
heen forced to write a letter which was produced by Mr.
Jivanji, of whom he was afraid. Asked why he was
afrail of him, he answered that he had business dealings
with him; and also there were factions in his yillage, and
the people might be instigated against him,

The official who was most commonly accused of per-
sonal violence to the revenue defaulters was the Auarkun,
Chihaganlal Atmaram. e gave a curious explanation of

. the origin of the rumours against him. hen he went
to Takarma on May 6, he stayed at the U¢ara, and while
indulging in some gymnastic exercises he happened to
Imocle Mis® arn against tho wall. The noise made the
villagers thinle he was beating some one. They crowded
round. Some rushed towards him, and in self-defence he
eame forward with a whip. He denied that he had ill-
treated anyone while collecting revenue. Mr. Parelch,
who had got to the end of the cases originally brought
forward, wished to call evidence in support of some new
cases; but this the Court would not allow.

"Lhere were several witnesses who deposed fo hardships
they had undergone and losses they had experienced owing
to the demands of the revenue collectors. Makan. Vanmali,
having no more fodder loft, joined with some neighbours
in collecting a cartful of cotton. He tock it to Sayan,
but was there stopped and asked if he had paid his
assessment, the first instalment of which was not due for a
Tortnighf. ~ Flo had to get a surety to whom the money
obtained by the eale of the cotton had to be given up
instead of being spent in buying fodder. The sureiy
eventually handed the money to the authoritics. In
other cases the cultivators had to sell their buntu (gvass for
cattle). One man had to sell four-Afths of his land.
Another, Dhania Kohia by nate, early in the famine sold
a bullock for Rs.7. This he was compelled to give up,
though his wife and children were starying. He was then
forced to sell his house for Rs. 20, though it was worth
Rs. 60, Of this Rs. 19 were paid by the purchaser to the
Government, and he was allowed to receive Rs. 1,

The Friend of Indiu xojects the floating opinion that
India is more liable than most countries to a failure of
haryest, and holds that famine “is a consequence rather
of economic than climatic causes.” Chief among these
economic canses ““is the fact that morwmelly not only is
India entirely self-supporting in respect of her staple
food-stuffs, but the rise of prices that must take place before
she can import these fcod-stuffs in the ordinary course of
trade is 50 great as, in the absence of public measures of
zelief on a large scale, to imply the starvation of multi-
tudes of her people.”’ The development of railways has
led to an sctive export of grain, ‘¢+ill to-day it 1s tho
exception for any hub the wealthiest cultivators to store
more than sufficient grain for a fow weelc's consurm ption of
themselves and their tamilies.”

In the absence of State interference, it is hopeless to lock fir
& royersion to the old order of things in this respect. On the con-
trary, the probability is that tho tendency in the future will be
towards a still furtlier dimizution in tho storase of grain, and
cousequently, (o increased linbility to famine. Such being ths,posi-
tion. it seems to us that, whatever elss ic may do or leave undoue, it
is plainly incumbent ou the Government to take effective steps’ to
encourage, it nof to insist on, the storags in the country, in some
mm.\’ or other, of af least sufficient grain to enable it to tide over eno
year’s failure of the harvess without acute distress,

This aid to prevention of famine need not interfere with
or delay the desper reniedies wo have been urging. The
abserice of such stores of grain has often been alluded to
xagrettully by Sir William Wedderburn. The late Robert
Kuight urged the point “ with much persistence” upon
the Famine Commission of 1879-80 when it was in India,

and recurred to it again and again in powerful articles in
the London Stafssman in 1880-81. It is amazing how
much hammering it requires to get an obvious idea info
official heads. 2

Colonel Sir . H. Holdich, speaking at the Royal (ao-
graphical Scciety on February 11 about ¢ Advances in
Asia and Imperial Consolidation in Tndia,” brought up
the fusty chargs against the Indian rayats that their
own improvidence and multiplication was their chief un-
doing.”” We are tired of exposing this perennial fallacy.
As to the loyalty of the people of India he said :—

Conld such & sentiment as loyalty be evoked in the breast of the
half-naked aborigine. who still dips his arrows in poison and sets up
ruds stone monuments to the demon wf the wood? It could., He
spoka morely ns an ordinary observer, who had walked snd talked
with the people of India for thirty years in their hills and jungles
and plains, and had learnt a liftle’ of their moods and methods. - In
truth, the quality of loyalty was not caught by contagion in India.
Tt was always theve, tho hereditary possession of a race of soldiers
who, 80 long as they conld see and know who it was thal they served,
would serve with all the hereditary valour of their race.

The Colonel added a striking story of ‘“a simple
Mahometan soldier ? he knew, who “to his eternal satis-
faction had heen selected as a representative of the Indian
Army at our late Queen’s Jubilee,” and had received five
kind words and a touch on the hilt of his sword from her
Majesty, *His gratitude and his admiration WEHE pie
bounded. Loyalty with him had become a life’s faith.
Yes, if only our officials had a tithe of the Queen’s tact
and fellow feeling !

The same afternoon Sir A. J. Lyall, presiding at a
meeling of the National Indian Association at the Im-
perial Institute, spoke of the Queen’s deop sympathy with
her Indian subjects in their misfortunes. He mentioned
that *“the groat scheme for bringing medical aid to suffer-
ing women in India cut off by the customs of the country
from male assistance owed ifs inception to her.” Hoe also
stated, what is probably not very widely known, that the
Viceroy sent her an acconnf of the situation in Tndia by
every mail. He added :—

They could imagine what a sfore of knowledge of Indian affairs
must, have been gathered in the Queen’s memory. She had her |
reward in the immense affection, respect, and reverence with which
she was held in every village in India. He could speak with thirty
years’ experience in the country, and eould say without hesitation
there was not & corner of i where her name was nof known.

‘We understand that the British Indians in Natal lately
presented to larl Roberts a congratulatory address, and
that he has sent an autograph portrait to the President of
the local Indian association. This interchange of civilities
is distinctly interssting. But it should not close our eyes
to the very ¥eal danger that the position of British Indian
subjects in South Africa at the close of the war may, in
spite alilse of their heroism, their sucrifices, and the osten-
sible objects of the war, be no better than it was before.
‘When for example, one hears it said that the local laws
and customs of the Transvaal and of the Orange River
Colony aro to be as far as possible retained, it is well to
remember that these local lasws and customs included moss
injurivus disabilities for Indians—disabilitics which Loxrd
Lansdowne says fillod him with peculiar indignation.
Mozreover the sfatus of British Indians in British colonies
generally needs to he lavellad up. We hops very much
that, amid the varied and competing claims which must
arise when the question of the setslement in South Africa
falls to be seriously considered, the claims of the British
Indians will not be overlooked.

Tmperialism shows itself in various ways. According
to the Pioneer, the populace at Sydney cheered the Indian
troops sent there for the inauguration of the Common-
wealth ; but Mr. Barton, the Federal Prime Minister, has
placed in the forefront of his programme a law prohibiting
the immigration of Indians. No wonder that our con-
tomporary remarks :—

An Imp_rrinlist'm sentiment, however, which cheers as the Bengal
troopers rids past and a few days later proposes to translate itself
into legislation for the exclusion of Asiatios, must appear somswhat

contrudictory to the troopers’ countrymen. . . . . The way of
doing a thing has ouly less effect in India than the thing done ; and
with the Indian contingent still in Q land this p of

Mz Barton cannot be considered well-timed.
Thus the first result of this vaunted Imperialist achioyo-
ment may be to extend restrictions and disabilities to the

peoples of other parts of the Empive.
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The Z¥mes of India returns 0. the position of Indians in
South Africa, of which it takes a very gloomy view. The
@ gnlendid self-effucisg work? of the humbler Indians in
South Africa, the way in which they fearlessly entered the
line of fice on their work of mercy, though by the texms of
their enlistmen? they might have kept outside of if, pro-
duced a great change in the attitude of the colonists.

Praisa of the Indian Ambulancs Corps wag in 21l men’s mouths,

Greneral Olpherts publicly extolled these men for having done u work
which requived even move conrage than that of the soldier.
But unfortunately there are already signs that these first
impressions aro wearing off. Af the Cupe the Tmperialist
Proner, Sir Gordon Sprigg, threatens a Pill for the
provoution of Tndian immigration. The Zimes of India is
shodked that an Imperialist should father such a measuxe,
but perhaps it is ignorant of the character of South African
Tmpenialism. There is little doubt that even in Natal,
which has so lately been saved by India, hostility to
Indiaus iy again growing up. | We look o the Colonial
Oftice and 1o Lord Lansdowne to dol their dusy in this
matter, aud not to fall short of their professions.

‘When the mail left Tndia Mukta still lay under the
sentence of transportation for life passed on her for killing
her daughter. Fler stovy is one of the saddest which the
famine has produced. Tp to September last, Mukta, who
belonged to a village in the Ahmednagar district, had
been receiving a Government dole. But this was stopped,
.and Mukta with her little daughter Saganda wandered
away in search of food. For days they could find none.
At last they came to a well, and the girl said to her
mothor: “Throw me into the well, if you don’t give me
bread.”” The girl's hody was found floating in the water,
and the mother was convicted and sentenced. The High
Court could do nothing, but they sent the papers in the
case to the Bembay Government, from whom a commuta-
tion of the soutence is expected. The Clampion declares:—

Mukfa ought to bs the aceuser and no the accused. Before that
lons, Helpless, foodless woman we must all feel guilty. Ske accuses
s all—our luws, onr poliey, our civilisation. She points to her dead
child and tells us we have failed. Thisis the real verdiot in this
most sad and painful case.

The general chorus of disapproval throughout India,
yeinforced by a remarkable utterance of the Bishop of
Bombay, has had some effect on Dr. Welldon. In an
address he gave at Trichinopoly his lordship declared that
he was ‘“conscientiously and consistently opposed to any
action on the part of Government tending to interfers with
the canse of religious freedom in Tndia.” It is satisfactory
to find that the Bishop of Caleutta is amenable to the
influcnoe of public opinion, though it is difficult to recon-
cilo the words quoted above with his'proposal to introduce
the Bible into every Indian school supported by the
Goyernment. So serious did the words of the Metro-
politan appear, that the Bishop of Bombay, although his
subordinate, has thought it necessary to say that ‘“to
thrust Christianity upon the people in purely Government
schools would be a breaking of our obligations and con-
trary to the utteramces made by successive statesmen.”
He further declaved that ¢ it would be a complete revolu-
tion because it would be going back to the policy of the
Mahometans and others who preceded us in this country.”
Seldom has there been such unanimity in India as that
produced by Bishop Welldon.

The Englishman was among the chief supporters of the
¢yeform 7 of the Calentta municipality, yet the longer it
has experience of the reformed Corporation the less it
seems to admireit. It says:—

Tt is with & keen rense of disappointment; that we confess that the

Municipality need never have been remodelled for all the gaod the
remodelling hes done.
Thus in the opinion of its chief supporter the changes in
the Calcutta municipality have been useless, the Act has
been a failure and the bitterness of controversy need
never have been provoked. Our contemporary, which, in
spite of the failure of its recommendations, now clamours
for still more drastic changes, contrasts the apathy of
Caloufta in public matters with its ‘“extraordinary com-
mercial activity.” As we pointed out at the time, it was
just this absorption in business, coupled with the desire
to return to Europe, which made it impossible to induce
& great part of the European community to take any great
share in municipal affairs. And yet this was one of the
chief objects of the Act.

Yet another monthly magazine, the Zmpirs Review
(Macmillan). "W give it a cordial welcome, in the hope
that it will devote enlightened attention to Imperial affairs
in a truly Tmperial spirit. Tndia is the part of the Empire
which pre-eminently, if not solely, justifies the title. So
far as Tudia is concerned, however, the fivst number of the
Empire Review is somewhat economical of attention. The
Duke of Devonshire writes the first article, on ‘“'Lhe
British Bapire ”—a commonplace summary notice. Re-
ferring to the Native races of India and Africa, he says
yve are conscious that we have not been unequal to the
tagk of governing them with justice and firmness, and we
feel meither the inelination nor the »ight to abandon that
taslt to others.”” With regard to Indian questions in
Parliament, he thinks ‘it is of vital importance that, when
they recur, as they arve bound to recur, they shall be dis-
cussed not only with sympathy but also with knowledge.”
Hor the rest, he justifies in vetrospect Disyaeli's proposal
to confer on the Queen the title of Bmpross of Tndia. The
paper would be perfunctory were it ot that it is neces-
sarily of the most general character. Colomel Sir G. 8.
Olarke, who wants “ An Imperial Conference,” does not
5o much as mention Tndia in his article.

So far we find little that is hopeful. But here are seven
pages on “The Church and the Hmpive’ by Bishop
“Welldon. Again disappointment, For the Bishop magni-
fios his Church so extravagantly that the substantial
elements of his article seem endangered. He at all events
does not agree that there “ain’t no ten commsndments’
East of Suez. “Indian securities” are dealt with in &
tinancial article, but very thinly. Beyond these meagre
points, we see nothing about India, except what the
Bditor himself says in an “Introductory Note.” ¢ The
Vicoroy of India,” he announces, ‘‘has written me a
personal letter wishing every success to the Review.”
Lord Cnxzon, we know, is polite. But that doesnot take
us far in “knowledge of the problems which have to be
solved by the Governments responsible to the Throne for
the welfare of the different communities,” and of India
among the rest. ¢ Millions of Natives that a hundred
yedrs ago were subject to barbarian rule,” says the editor,
“mnow enjoy the benefits and participate in the privileges
of Dritish administration.” Surely the editor cannot haye
India in view in this arrogant statement? Yet, if not,
what can he mean ? Well, this is but the first number,
and an editor cannot do everything at one time. We shall
patiently wait and see. Only we should have been more
hopetul if the present issue had even offered an indication
that the editor is alive to the “‘ problems which heve to be
solved ” in India—the most pregnant and the most press-
ing of all Tmperial problems.

The first yolume of the Hnglish version of “The
Vedanta-Sutras, with the Sti-Bhashya of Ramanujacharya'
(Madras: the Brahmyadin Pross), by Messrs, Rangacharya
and Varadaraja Aiyangar, was published a couple of years
ago; and probably we awe the copy that has just ¢oma to
hand to the fact that the volume is dedicated .to Max
Miiller. We have pleasure in repeating that Sanskrit
scholars of the highest eminence have expresged their
strong approval of the work in point of fidelity, accuracy,
and usefulness. But what has become of the remaining
two volumes ?

Remittances on India for 70 lakhs were on Wednesday
offored for tender by the India Council, and applications
amounting to Rs.3,18,00,000 were received at prices rang-
ing from 1s. 844d. to 1s. 4%d. The following amounts
were allotted—viz., in bills, Rs.835,72,000 on Calecutta at
an average of 1s. 8:970d., Rs.19,42,000 on Bombay at an
average of 1s. 3:967d., and Rs.8,06,000 on Madras at an
average of 1s. 3:968d.; and in telegraphic transfers,
Rs.3,90,000 on Caleuita at an average of 1s. 4:046d.,
Rs.1,00,000 on Bombay at an average of Is. 4:062d.,
and Rs.1,90,000 on Madras at an average of 1s. 4031d.
Tenders for bills at 1s. 331d. and for transfers at 1s. 45%d.
will receive about 21 per cent. Later the Council sold
bills for Rs:21,053 on Madras at 1s. 4d., and telegraphic
transfers for 2 lakhs on Calcutta at 1s. 4%d. Tast weelk
remittances for Rs.76,10,000 were sold for £506,152,
making the total disposed of from April 1 to Tuesday

night Re.15,04,59,912, producing £10,021,743. oNext
week 70 lakhs will again be offered.
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A FRENCH VIEW OF INDIA.
PAUL BOELL, a French writer of the Pasitivist
e school, who has travelled in India and Jived for
many years in the Hast, hag just published a study of the
Indian question, primarily intended for the enlightenment
of hig own countrymen, but containing much matter that
deserves the consideration of those more directly interested
in the country with which ha deals. The author is certainly
very unlilee the ordinary French writer as he appears to
English eyes. M. Bocll is not superficial —a large part of
the book is occupied with hard facts drawn from official
sources, He avoids controversy wherever it is possihle.
He shows 1o trace of Anglophobia, and is eager to display
the good features of English rule in India, the rectitude
of her magistrates, and the capacity of her administrators.
But he is equally far from aftempting o hide the terrible
evils from which Iadia is suffering.’ Ii there is a weals
part in this otherwise excellent work it is where M. Boell
treats of social reform and the Indian family. Of the
beauty of the Indian family, and of the relations between
mother and son and between husband and wife, he seems
to have littlo concoption. Ho quotes at considerable length.
on thess subjects another Fronch writer, M. Tilon, who
seems to be entirely wanting in that sympathy and insight
without which any true appreciation of the Indian family
i impossible.

A large part of the book is taken up with & review of
India as it exists, the country, its climate, and its agri-
culture, its people and their ways of living, its religion
and its social institutions, its government and its finances.
But both inits economic situation and in the relations ot the
Indians to their alien Government, we come into the midst
of embittered controversies. It is here that the calm mind
of a foreign observer is most useful ; and in spite of a too
great roliance on official documents and information, the
main avguments of the leaders of the Congress evidently
appear irresistible to M. Boell. Nay, it is satisfactory to
find that not only does he give the Congress a warm
though discriminating support, but he sees none of that
decay in the movement by which some Indian observers
have allowed themselves to be discouraged. He speaks
thus of the Congress at the present time : —

The organisation is in full prosperity. Ifs very intelligent general
secretary, Mr. D. B. Wacha, & Bombay Parsi, is activity personifiod.
Thanks'to his oare and to that of his sturdy colleagues, the Congress
must see its utility and its influence increase from year to year.

One danger, indeed, M. Boell sees very clearly. Ile
has no sympathy with those who think that what India
needs is the crude transportation to that country of
Western institutions For instance, he. declares universal
suffrage altogether inapplicable to India, where the
elements of society are so diverse, and the interests so
divergent, where 90 per cent. of the male population is
illiterate and where the caste is the most active social unit.
But he strongly advocates those proposals of political
zeform with which the Congress is especially identifiod —
the ineresgs in the power of the members of the Legislative
Councils, the opening to a much greater extens of the
Ciyil Sorvico to Indians, and similar veforms. Nay, he
declares that for the Indian, “ Home Ruls is a legitimate
demand.

On the economic guestion he is even more outspoken,
though here his views will be very familiar to our readers.

And M. Boell asks if the payments made by Tndia towards
the cost of wars in Adfrica sre among the ‘‘advantages
which India draws from her union with England.” He
concludes his remarks on this subject with a protest
against the “ affectation of optimism ” whigh is one of the
great barriers to reform.

An interesting chapter is that in which the gradual
change of religious attitude in the comguerors is traced.
First, in the eighteenth century, when there was little
tendency to Christian proselytism, the Company granted
no privileges to Indian Christian converts while serinpul-
ously respacting the Hindu and Mussulman customs.
The Company had other business on hand than that of
missionaries. Then came the growing indignation of the
Tnglish evangelicals early in the nineteenth contury, and
the gradual withdraswal of tho Government from the
administration of the funds of the Indian religions; vl at
lust the Ghristians; once searcely recognised, became the
only endowed body. M. Boell does mnot think very
seriously of the subventions given to the Christian Church
in India. No doubt it is a small amount in itself, but
considering the poverty of India, it is surely unjustifiable,
even when the Bishops do mnot abuse their position by
urging the rulers of the country to break faith with the
people by introducing the reading of the Christian serip-
tures into the Government sehools.

Finally, it must be said that in spite of some faults
which we have already noticed—a, want of sympathy with
the beautiful life of the Indian family, so difficult to
understand in the West, a tendency to rely too much on
the official view, and perhaps a needless fear of being
unjust and ungenerous to England—M. Boell's hook is an
excellent one, covering almost the whole ground of the
Indian problem and containing a great amount of informa-
tion in a small compass. We have come across no such
book in French, and to many of his readers M. Boell's
account of tho Congress and its aims will be thein first
introduction to that body. And if he appears to some of
us too moderate in his estimate of the present, he will
appear to others too extreme in his hopes for the future.

On the day when the public opinion of the West is convinced that
the profits of these operations go exclusively to a very small number,
while the cost on the contrary is bome by all, it will regain its moral
equilivrinm snd will energeticully oppose-this policy of: brigandags
which by an elegent euphemism is known under the name of
¢¢ colonial expansion.’”

‘When the British people have learnt that, even if India is a source
of profit to a handiul of officials and merchants, it is on the other
hand for Bugland ‘itself a heavy burden, a terrible and increasing
zesponsibiliny, & source of numerous diffisulties without appreciable
compensation; and moreover, that three hundred millions of men are
1ot governed for ever against their will . . . . then the time will be
ab hand ; the present system will have lived its life; and “ home
rule ' .. .. will without doubt be on the point of becoming &
roality.
On the whole, then, the Indian public should cortainly
deel some gratitude to the stranger who has thus defended
their cause and put their cage so ably before the people of
hig country.

PEERING INTO THE ORYSTAL BALL:
THE EFEFICACY OF WESTERN INFLUENCE.

BIR MEREDITH TOWNSEND, a very Nestor of
Journalism, with prolonged experience in India as

The great and growing taxation, especially the land-tax,
the consequent necessity of borrowing, the loss of the
Natw? manufactures, and the tribute—all these find their
place in M. Boell's diagnosis of the disenss of India. OF
the latter czuse he says . —

But the most importunt factor in the poverty of Tndia is probably
the confinual drain on the resources of the cowntry, a direct and
a&n;os(: ineyitable consequence of its present political end economic
8 8.

Hoe thus summarises the arguments of Sir John Strachey
and other officials who cousider the tribute only a fair
payment; for services rendered or money lent : —

That means, in two words, that India can never pay too dear for
the goud fortune of being governad by Eogland.

NeYet[hele&F, the rayat will have some difficulty in admitting that
the eighteen millions sterling which he has had to pay for the
Afghan war was the vemuneration for & service rendersd. ‘Without

doubt, if he were left to himself, he would say : Defend me from. my
Protectors: as bo aggressors, I will tae care of them myself.

! ¢T'Tade of 1a Prolleme Indions
Albert Fontemoing, o de Gt T

Par Paul Bosll.

Paris :
4, Rue de Goff, Editeur. 1901.) e

well as in England, has been moved by the extravagances
of Buropean “ Imperialist’” aspiration to deliver his mature
opinion on ‘‘The Influence of Hurope on Asia.” It reminds
ono of the chapter on suakes in Iceland: “ There are no
snakes in Teeland.”  “ Aftor fifty years’ study of the
subject,” Mr. Townsend declaves in the February number
of the Contemporary Review, “I do not believe that, with
the possible exception of a single movement, Europe has
eyer permanently influenced Asia, and I cannot help
doubting whether in the fufure it ever will.”! The possible
exception depends on the validity of the theory that the
white family originated in Europe, and, wandering to the
Blast, imparted energy and character to the races of China
and India. But Mr. Townsend does not accept this theory,
and 850 we may dismiss it. The Gireeks, the first Europeans
to try the projacs, ‘¢ left in the end scarcoly an impression
of themselves.” The strong Roman, with superior advan-
tages, was yet ‘‘ a vory limited person,” and * he failed in
Asia as completely as in Britain, where, after reigning for
400 years, he stamped himself as little as’—as what ?—
“‘as we should he found to have stamped ourselves if we
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quitted India to-morrow ™! ¢ OF Asiatics he romanised
1ot one tribe. Something in them rejected him utterly,
and suryived him ; and at this moment, among the eight
hundred millions of Asis, there are not twenty among
whom can be traced by the most imaginative any lingering
influence of Rorhe.” The “barbarians” of Northern and
Qentral Europe ? ¢ In Asia they made no serious attempt.”
Their descendants, the Crusaders, were mere raiders on a
minute corner. In modern times there is no advance. As
to India, Mr. Townsend makes this remarkable estimate of
British ““influence ” :—

To the external world one hsalf of Arin appears to have become

Furopean. In reality, however, neither Russia nor Greab Britain
has as yeb exercised any ‘‘iofluence?’” upon the millions she has
conguered Great Britain has enforced a peace which hag
produced manifold blessings, bus she has neither won nor converted,
any large section of her subject populations. There is no province,
10 tribe, no Native organisation in India, upon which, in the eventiof
disaster, she could rely for aid. After nearly a century of clement:
governnent there are nofi 10,000 Natives in Indin who, unpaid and
uncoerced, wonld die in defence of British sovereionty. . - . . The
British remain masters; but beneath the small film of white men who
make up the “ Indian Empire”” boils or sleeps away a sea of dark
men, incurably bostile, who await with patience the day when the
ice shall break and the ocesn regain its power of restless movement
under its own laws. Asyet there iy no sign that the British are
accomplishing more than the Romans accomplished in Britain, that
they will spread any pormancntly successful ideas, ar that they will
found anything whatever. It isstill troe that if they departed or
were driven ouf they would leave behind them, as the Romans did in
Britain, splendid roads, many useless buildings, an increased weak-
ness in the suhjact people, and a memory which in a century of new:
events would be extinct.
Here is food for Imperialist veflection. Tt is also worth
the attention of officialdom. But what if an Indian
had given utterance to such an estimate of the results of
the most beneficent of Governments and the most splendid
official service that the sun ever shone upon ?

Mr. Townsend, consequently, has no hops of the future.
In the first place he finds no ¢ evidence that the separate-
ness of the Asiatic mind is in any way diminishing.”
East is Hast and West is West, and between the two
yawns ‘“a gulf of thoughts, aspivations, and conclusions.”’
Then, again, “there is also in the Asiatic mind a special
political and a special social idea.” The Europsan desires
pelf-government ; the Asiatic desires government by an
absolute will; and there must be something more than
accident at ‘the bottom of the difference. The Asiatic
believes his social system to be divine, and so “is content
with it, clings to it, and resents interfersmce with it.”
Christianity ? No; “the truth is that the Asiatics, like
the Jews, dislike Christianity, see in it an ideal they do
not love, a promise they do mot desire, and a pulverising:
force which must shatter their civilisations.”” Force?
1\]&). For even if force succeedsd, what then ? Mark
this;—

Grant victory to Burope at first, and think of the lingering war,
of the endless insurrections, of the bitter quarrels among the Powers,
of the huge garrisons which musf be kept up, and of fhe steady
systematised cruelty which wonld he needed if Asia adopted the
perfectly simple expedient of refusing to work for Huropeans; a
refusal which, in India, where the preliminary conquering and
garrisoning and organising for revenue purposes has been already
done, would bring the Empire down in a month. Axnd all this
terrible outlay of energy and treasure and human life would be for
what object? Simply to: provide opportunities of manufacturing
prosperity for the European tribes, which opportunities wonld dis-
appear as they arose under the competition of tha A~iatic factories
which would arise the moment order was secured. The masses
of Hurope, who rule in the last resorf, do not particularly care to
conquer Asia, and would not continue for ages fo pay taxes for that
purpose. We are all devoted to the ¢‘Empire,”” of which India is
the flower, tut how loug should we keep the Empirs if i6 cost us
a hundred millions a year ?

‘What, then, is to hecome of Asia? ‘‘The only possible
reply,” says Mr. Townsend, ““is: what'God wills and
not what Burops wills.”’ Aud so we are left in a quandary.

The points raised by Mr. Townsend suggest a volume of
discussion, and cannot be dealt with in a paragraph. But
we may suggest that, after all, the position of Britain in
India is very essentially different from all the historical cases
cited. Britain affects India far more materially than even
Rome affected Britain—the strongest of the cases in ques-
tion. How far Britain could rely on aid from India in
the event of disaster would largely depend on the facts of
the disaster; but some indication has been given in the
South Africa and China emergencies. Mr. Townsend does
not accurately represent the Mutiny; for, in point of fact,
next to British doggednoss, it was Native fidelity that
enabled us to put down the revolt—which, it is to he

remembered, was a military, not a popular, insurrection, -
and even then was duc firstly to our own folly, and

secondly to our own local military incapacity. We do nos

believe in the least that there is any orean “hoiling or

sleeping away in patience ” for a chance of outburst; and

we are quite certain that all the influential thought of

modern India, however critical, is on the British side, and’

is critical only with & view to the improvement of the

British rule. Besides, consider the magnitude of the

business. THow is it reasonable to anticipate any sreat
transformation in the course of a century? But if M.
Townsend knew India to-day as well as he knew India
forty years ago, we are very sure that he would feel that
British nfluences have set in motion forces that have
already initiated such a transformation as has never been
seen in the history of nations. We neither mean nor hope
that Indians are to be turned info Britons; but we do
agsert that under British influence Indian thought has re-
ceived such a stimulns ag will weld the country inte a
nation and eventually bring even its social forms into
unisonwith the conditions of progress. Mr, Townsend seerms
to be inadequately aware of the operations of the National
Congress and the Social Conferance.

If Mr. Townsend is grievously pessimistic, his old
journal, the Spectator (Hebruary 9), is curiously optimistic.
It thinks that India will not *“ spew forth’ Britain, but
that ‘the special conditions of our rule in India will
enable us to retain our hold on the great Peninsula.”’
‘We think so too, but for reasons very different from the
Spectator’s.  Our contemporary says:—

OQur first ground for thinking that the verdict of history will

be reversed in this caseis that India is not.in any sense a homogeneaus
country, and that, therefore, ag long a8 we do not irritate the various
Indian races by over-government, they may be content with the
control of the British race, as the rule that divides them least. . . .
Tach race and religion would vastly prafer its own Empire to ours,
but each would put us second on the list. . . . We shall, we bslieve,
be tolerated as the universal second-best as long as we do nof bucome
intolerable owing to our own mistakes.
The writor ignores the epeeific difforonces botween tho
British Indian Empire and all others before it and so
misses the only reasonable ground of hoping for a
different issue. He has nothing of the historieal vision
that lies open befors Mr. Townsend's mind. He also fails
to grasp the facts of the present. Whatever action may
be taken by the various Indian races musf be set in
motion by their leading men ; and we are satisfied that
there is no leading man in any race in India at this
moment who would think for a moment of deposing the
British Government, hard as it is, in fayour of a Govern-
ment of his own people. It is too slippery work to argue
about the term ‘‘homogeneous,” but not a day passes hut
renders India more homogeneous in & political sense, and
that, too, in the sense that the British Government is abso-
lutely indispensable. The writer proceeds:—

Another ground for our Em%ire proving an exception to the rule of

Asiatic conquest is that the British rulers are all bivds of passage.
‘We make no permanent, homes in India, we do nof colonize. Thus
we maintain an aloofness from the people of India which is a
security for that separateness which, 48 Mr. Townsend points out,
they are determined to keep up. Owing to that aloofness, we, no
doubt, exercise little or no influence on them, but in our view the
failure to exercise influence is the thing which makes the white man
tolerable to the Asiatic.
So the Spectator openly gives away the case to Mr. Towns-
end, and holds up the British Indian Government as a
vulgar and despicable Imperialism. But what matters
it that our officers are birds of passage? That does not
male our Glovernment a hird of passage, and in any case
the motaphor is utterly misleading, socing that the civilians
pass at any rate a quarter of a century in the country
individually. Moreover, the writer overlooks the frightful
abyss of evil omen in this acknowledged fact of * aloof-
ness.” Bat he has a third reason :—

Yet another reazon why British rule in India ig not intolerable o
the Asiatic is the fact that it is based on the principle that the
welfare and convenience of the governed is the first thing to be
consulted.

And so it is in official professions. But is it so in fact?
The first concern of the British Government is to hold
India securely in hand, and India, very much against
both the weltare and the convenience of the governed,
has been impoverished in paying for wars admittedly
undertaken in the main for Imperial, and mot Indian,
objects. Again, the British Govornment holds India not
only for glory, but also for commercial purposes and for
official openings; and it draws soms thirty millions a year
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for which India gets no economic return. Obviously, if we
keep an overpowering military force in the country, and.
exclude the Indians from military commissions, we noed
have no fear of a military rising; and, if we Jeeep the
faxation low, the ignorant rayat is not likely to: grumble.
But is this the height of “Imperialism?” And is this
the way to ¢ influence” the people? Has the Spectator
not yet heard of the oppression of the rayat—an oppression
that has been dinned into official ears for hall a century,
from Raja Rammohun Roy to Mr. Romesh Dutt, to say
nothing of the significance of those terrible famines ? Vet
it hLas the astounding complacency to agree with Mr.
Townsend in leaving the decision betwoeen hig pessimism.
and its optimism to the future, as if the future were not
decided by the present! ¢ There,” it says, “the British
peaple must perforce leave the matter—content, whether
they fail or succeed, if they can truly say that they have
done their best and so dome their duty.” But how can
they say thoy have done their best and their duty if they
Jofiso to ses the facts that Lie patent to their eyes, refuse
to fulfil honestlytheir large promises by statutoand by Royal
Proclamation, and refuse to give the Indians free scops to
exorcise their energies and their abilities in the govern-
ment of their own country under the direction and
ipfluence” of their British rulers? Mr. Tawnsend’s
groat difficulty of “separateness’ is substantially tradi-
Honal education and habit. Thé leading Natives have
taken the first step to bridge it in opening their minds to
the facts. When will leading British officials—and
journalists—begin seriously fo do likewise ?

OUR LONDON LEITER.

WesTMINsTER, Thursday.
OR the first time almost in living memory a British King
is to-dey opening the Imperial Parliament. The State
coach in which Edward VIL. drove this afternoon from Buclk-
ingham Palace fo the House of Lords was last used for the
purpose by William IV. Nearly forty years have passed since
Parliament was opened by the then reigning monarch in full
State. Not since 1886 has a visit, even in gemi-State, been
paid to Parlisment by the occupant of the throne. If isim-
portant to recall these facts, for they are at once an explanation
and an apology—an explanation of the remarkable interest
shown by the public in an event which has all the charm of
novelty, and an apology for the indifference, which undoubtedly
prevails, as to the more important, if less showy, affairs of the
Session. A moralist of the Carlylean school might find food
for cynical reflection in this spectacle of a nation more in-
terested in the trappings of a ceremonial than in the possi-
bilities of legislation. The truth is that, for the time beng,
hoth Parliament and the Government are completely over-
shadowed by the Court.

Paradox flourishes in the purple. The King comes down to
Westminster to open Parliament, which consists of somo soven
hundred Commoners and some six hundred Peers. What
happens? Members of Parliament ave admitted to the cere-
monial on sufferance. The Peers are squeezed out by the
Peeresses, who crowd the floor of the house, overflow mto the
galleries reserved for members of the House of Commons, and
encroach on the limited accommodation provided for the Press.
Judges occupy the centre of the floor, and the bishops are
evicted to make room for the Corps Diplomatique. When all
haye been provided for, the remaining space is at the disposal
of members, one-sixth of whom, perchance, may be able to find
scats. But the anomaly goes further. All the space, with the
exception of a small pen at the bar, having heen occupied,
Blackk Rod marches across to the House of Commons and
solemnly summons the six hundred and seventy members of
that assembly to attend on the King. If those gentlemen had
2 keen sense of humour they might return an embarrassing re-
sponse. Happily they are a prosaic race, and while knowing
perfectly well that not more than forty of their number can get
inside the doors of the Gilded Chamber, they all make frantic
efforts to keep up with the Speaker and hustle one another
jovially on the way. And then they lose their tempers and
?&ak‘e terrible vows, and in less than & week forget the whole

AT, L
. But this time, so many affronts have been offered to Parlia-
ment that some public protest isalmost certain to be raised.

Members who took their places in the stand provided for their
accommodation on the day of the Royal funeral are not likely
to forget their experiences. When the procession came abreast
to the stand they found themselves so far remoyed from the
main avenue that all they could see was the cresé of the cortege.
A fow contrived to extend their range of vision by standing on
the highest tier of the structure, while others promptly de-
scended and took their chance with the crowd. Thero would
have been ronm for all, as ib turned out, on the stands at
Buckingham Palace, tickets for which had been distributed with
50 much jealousy that at the last moment the police had to be
empowered to bring in respectably dressed citizens from the
mob to fill up the vacant spaces. At St. George’s Chapel there
\was & similar misealculation. Tickets of admission were to be
had forneither love nor money. Yet in the end the place was
little more than half full.

With grievances such as these to occupy the Parlinmentary
mind thers is perhaps less inclinution than usual among
members to discuss the prospects of the Session. But the general
impression appeurs to be that the Parliament which is now
entering on its first working term. is destined to be short-lived.:
Tt is & new Parliament, and yet an old ome, Tts lease of life
has been renewed, hutmot its youth. The country cherishes no
illusions as o its character, and members themselves are equally
indifferent, There is something anomalous in the position.
Legally, Parliament has just been re-elected for a further term
of seven years, yeb everyons feels that 1t is already decrepit and
that once the war is at an end both the Govermnent dnd the
majority that keeps Lord Salisbury in office must end with it.
From a legislature so apathetic, cynical, and pessimietic it
would be foolish to anticipate either useful reforms or VIgorous
administration, snd, to be candid, few people seem to be
infected with that particular folly. Members on both sides
give themselves two years of Parliamentary existence before
the next general election.

Affer absenting themselves from two Sessions of Parliament—
for both the shorb war Session of December and the even briefer
Session occasioned by the Queen’s death passed without their
presence—the Nationalist members have now crossed the
Chanmel in force to continue the new agrarian campaign at
Wostminster. They are likely to have a poswerful ally in Mr.
T, W. Russell, whose propagenda is searcely less thorongh- ¢
going than Mr. William O'Brien's. Buf Mr. Russell will be left
to fight for his own hand. The Nationalists domot inend to re-
peatthemistake, which they madein the financial relations agita-
tion, of entering into an entangling alliance with a third party.
Tf Mr. Russell does anything to emberrass the Government they
will of course lend him & cheerful support, but for the rest they
mean to pursue their policy on their own lines—or, rather, on
the lines laid dowa by the late Dr. Parnell in the storiy
Parliament of 1880-85.

Only ons of the Africander Bond delegates has so far reached
this country, but Mr. Merriman hopes to be joined shortly by
Mr. Soucr and Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr. Tt is interesting to mote
that the attitude of those gentlemen in relation to the proposal
that they should seels permission to address the House of
Commons on the position of affaivs in South Africa conforms
precisely to the principle explained in this column some weeks
ago. Mr. Merriman reminds his friends, as they were formerly
reminded here, that when Benjamin Eranllin spoke from the
bar of the House of Commons on behalf of the American States,
he spolke as a witness—and not only as & witness, but as the
representative of the whole Assembly of his native State.
Messrs, Hofmeyr, Merriman and Sauer are not likely to be
called s witnesses to the bar of Parliament, and in any case
they are the representatives of a Parliamentary minority. Ac-
cordingly, as Mr. Merriman acknowledges, they are without a
precedent to support tle claim which soms of their friends had
urged on their behalf. Their mission, therefore, must take
somie less ambitious form.. Happily, signs are not lacking in
the country of a growing disposition to give such advisers a
patient hearing.

Freuch customs of dress are evidently to be favoured by the
Court in some of its public ceremonials. Members of the County
Council who sattended at Marlhorough House yesterday to
present a loyal address to the King were expected to appear
cither in levée or in evening dress. His Majesty, having re-
gard to the democratic tendencies of the Gouncil, had stretched

& point and hinted at the admissibility of an ordinary morning
coat, but the hint certainly suggested an arricre pensée. Hyen
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the reporters received an intimation the other day that they
wonld be expected to don evening dress for the opening of Par—
liament. Happy arve they who, on such occasions, have the
right to assume some gorgeous, if mysterious, uniform ! The
members of the City Corporation quite eclipsed their rivals of
the County Council yesterday by presenting themselves before
the King in all the glory of mazarine and fur, Some people
may think this a trivial matter, but a glance at the late Queen’s
diary would show them that the sartorial aspect of life is not so
regarded in the highest circles.

Among the theatrical novelties of the weelk Mr. F. R, Benson's
revival of “ Coriclanus” is not the least important. The part
of the too ambitious Roman is played with passionate energy by
Mr. Benson, and that of the majestic Volumnia by Miss Gene-
vieve Ward, whose dignity of manner and measured enunciation
aro peculiarly appropriate in the portrayal of this character.
Additional interest is lent to the performance by the announce-
ment that Sir Henry Irving has the same play in preparation
for his next Liyceum season,

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
THE DEATH OF THE QUEEN.

[FRoar 4x Txpran CorrrsroNDENT.]
BoMpAY, January 26.

‘When I wrote last week giving expression to the country's
deep sorrow at the sudden and tragic death of the Hon. Mr.
M. G. Rarade, liftle did I expect that within the short space
of another week T should have to express again the heartfelt
grief of the entire population of the Indian Empire at large at
the demise of their aged and most beloved Sovereign. When
the mail left we had the first faint news of what was called the
serious illness of her Majesty. By Monday her condition had
grown worse and the wire flashed the sad news of the alarm-
ing nature of the illness, and of the members of the Royal
Family heving been summoned to her bedside. Bulletins
after bulletins, officisl and non-official, followed, and
we were told that it was only a question of hours when
the Sovereign, who had so majestically held the sceptre
and worn the Crown of England for the unparalleled period
of sixty-four: years, might cease to breathe and be onee
more with Him who had given her her life. The morning of
Wednesday proclaimed to the world the melancholy calamity
which had been anticipated.

All was over with the Queen of England, the Great White
Queen and the Empress of India. The signs of mourning
were visible iu every important public and private place. The
ensign of the might of the great British Bmpire floated half-
mast high in stately grief. Other emblems of similar character
waved on the fop of many an edifice. All business stopped
automatically. Within a few short hours the entire country
seemed to be wrapped in suits of woe. It appeared asif one
vast funereal pall covered the whole langth and breadth of the
land. Telegrams from the most distant nations came pouring in
in hundreds to the capital cities of the Empire bringing reports
of mass meetings immediately held to express grief at the
lamentable eyent and heartfelt; sorrow towards his Mujesty the
King and the other members of the Royal Family. Instantly,
asif bymagic, the population understood what it meant and what
significance it had over the whole civilised globe. Unique as
this greatest of female sovereigns was, she was by virtue of
her seniority unique also. There was not a ruler of any
country in the world who surpassed her in the long period of
herreign. There was not & potentate, be he president, king or
emperor, who had her exceptional experience, and who had
at his or her fingers’ ends the thread of the globe’s politics for
sixty-four yeurs past. She alone was the possessor of the
mighty historic secrets.

That such a Sovereign should command universal respect
when living and be generally mourned when dead was of course
to be expected. But Queen Victoria had other virtues which
ever more endeared her to the world, of all nationalities and all
creeds. Her womanly virtues, her sovereign tact, her benign-
ancy, her sense of stern justice, her deep solicitude for all that
was human in the world of humanity, and above all her un-
ceasing care for those subjected to her sway in all the con-

ents—all these elicited admiration and respect. In India
she was simply adored. The people cherished her name, and
millions of them, with affection. Their respect for her was

more profound than theyhave for their own parents. In every
sense she was their Rani Mdti, their Queen Mother, who all
through the long tract of time wore not ouly the Crown of the
greatest Empire the world has ever seen but the white flower
also of a pure and blameless life. The first feeling of the
Indian people was that in her death they had lost their own
nearest aud dearest relative. Tt was this feeling which made
itself so wonderfully manifest, with the rapidity of Jightning,
within a few short hours of the announcement of her death.
Cities have vied with cities, towns with towns, villages with
villages, in expressing their simple but sincere sorrow at the
event. And communities after communities of all the great
Taces inhabiting the Peninsula have met in their temples and
mosques, their churches and pagodas, to offer their PrEyers
for the departed soul of their gracious Sovereign.

It is manifestation of the feeling of the nation I have here
feebly essayed to echo which tells the great Euglish people, as
naught else ean ever tell, how deep is the loyalty of the Indian
people to the British Crown, and how sincers is their attach-
ment to the person and rule of the British Sovereign. No
people are more conscious than they of the general beneficence
of the English rule. Grievances they have and their number
is legion. But whera may be the country, whether subjeot to
a foreign domination, or swayed by its own people, which has
no grievances, which has not cause for dissatisfaction at certain
acts of Government? TIf so self-governed a people as the
English people themselves have a Parlinment where every six
months of the year you heer of little else but grievances
which demand redress, is it strange that Indians, who ara
governed by an alien race, shonld have grievances? And -
where may be the country which has enjoyed the millennium
of a perfect Government, without s flaw, & Government with-
out a complaining peaple ? But grievances apart, no peopls
on the surface of the earth are more attached to British rule
than Indians. They rejoice that for over half a century they
were governed by a Sovereign whose constant endeavour was
to promote, so far as her royal prerogative and so far as the
English constitution permitted, their moral and material
welfare.

Her gracious Proclamation of 1858 stands out in the greatest
prominence 8o far. The Indians have all through accepted it
as their Magna Charts, fully and implicitly relying on its
solemn character and still more on the solemn intentions and
wishes of its author. They express their undying gratitude to
the Queen for it. It is the Vietorian era that has witnessed
the rising of universities, colleges, and schools in the land—
institutions which have sent forth their thousands who appre-
ciate more and more the benefits of education. It is the same
Teign that has established law and order and consolidated all
elements in the Government which go to make it durable. As
yetb it is not broad-based on the people's will, but Indians are
fully convinced that the day must come, however slow it may
be in coming, when the Governmant will be carried on in that
spirit withont which no Government can ever hope to sscure
permanency. Thus it is that contentment and security gene-
rally prevail. The contentment is not unqualified. But still
it can be said with truth that the people are content with
British rule, and centre all their hopes of future political and
material progress in its righteousness and beneficence. Fduca-
tion has taught them that a better rule undera foreign govern-
ment could never be had, despite all drawbecks. Their own
permanent prosperity lies in the maintenance of that rule.
They are willing to help it and place it even on a sounder
foundation than the cne on which it now rests, if only they are
more trusted and confided in. Tn Queen Victoria they believed.
they had & monarch who silently exerted her influence in that
direction. %

And they have in this darkest hour of the counfry the satis-
faction to know that in the present successor to the throne
they have a Sovereign whose heart beats in unison with theirs,
a Sovereign who was the first of the Royal Family of Eugland
in ifs history to visit the dominions over which he is now called
upon to rule. In Edward the VII, “the Prince,” as he has
been familiarly known here, they have every hope that India
and Indians will prosper even more than they did under the
rule of his illustrious mother. His popularity has not waned
since he first honoured them with & visit twenty-five years ago.
On the contrary each revolving year has increased it. India,
therefore, hails with acclamation the accession, to the throne

of Victoria the Good, of Hdward VIL, son of Albert the Great
and Good. ILong live Edward VII ! 3
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THE FAMINE AND ITS LESSONS.

" Among a number of excellent articles on current topics of
large interest in the Co-operative Wholesule Societies’ (Englund
and, Secotland) Annual for 1901 (published by the Co-operative
Wholesale Society, Limited, 1, Balloon Streef, Manchester, _sud
the Scostish Co-operative Wholesals Society, Limited, Morrison
Street, Glasgow) is a luminous and yivid sketch of ¢ The
Indian Famine and its Lessons” from the pen of Mr. Vaughan
Nash. After describing the territorial extent of the calamity
—“in fact, nearly half India”—Mr. Nash points out its
character and effects,

A Treee-Forp FAaMiNE.

The distinctive mark of the famine was its three-fold character,
the lack of arops, of fodder and of water. To the first causa the rush
to the famine works and' the terrible sufferings in the villages was
dne; to the second the lass of cattle, of which millions npon millions
perished ; whilst the scareity of water added to the sufterings of the
people and {heir bensts, and paved the way for the attack of cholera
which, as I write in August, is still raging through the famine
districts. 'The visitation, therefore, was one of meroiless severity.
It gave no quarter to any living thing, man, woman or child; and
the beasfs in the jungls, the birds whose bright plumage makes the
only bit of vivid colour in the brown wilderness of an Indinn famine,
the patient bullocks who draw the plongh and haul the farm produce
to the market, the milch cows, and the goats and kids perished
together. Besides the famine and the diseases following in its train,
the plague was busy at work.

The months that Mr. Nash spentin the famine districts—March,
April, and May—are the hottest months of tho Indian summper:
110°, and not unfrequently 120° in the shaede. Already there
had been nine months of famine. Mr. Nash thus describes the
desclation of the country :

Trr InpiaNy WIrDERNEsS. -

Tt is difficult to give any idea of the desolation of those thousands
of square miles of burnt up country where the fight was being waged,
the interminable stretches of brown earth, hard and dusty, ntterly
deserted by man and beast, except for an eccasional foraging party of
lesn bullocks and buffaloes in search of food and water. The beds of
rivers end nullahs were a8 dry and dusty as the pliina themselyes,
and nearly all the village ‘“tanks’ were marked by bare depressions
in the ground, where sheets of shining water, the glory of the Indian
villages, once had been, leaying the huts of mud and thatoh and the
village temple at the top of its flight of stepslooking out forlornly
over the waterless desert. HExcept for the trees and the patches of
irrigated fields there was often, for hundred of miles together,
nothing to suggest that this wilderness Lad éver barns erops or would
ever bear them agsain. And the very trees were sharing the same
fate a8 the birds and cattle, dying, not from want of water, for their
roots seemed to hold the moisture of old rainfalls, but because their
letves were the last food left to keep the catile alive. I often saw
durk figurcs, lilke monkeys high up amongst the branches, tearing
away at the last of the leaf crop, and for miles together alorg the
roads the avenuer were stripped of branches as if a hurricane had
passed along. The trade in leaves was one of the by-indunstrios esta-
blished by the famine, and the stumps of millions of dead trees will
stand a8 a famine memotial when the Indian fields are green again.
In keeping with the desolate country were the sights to be met with
on the roads: family parties plodded silently along through the
scorching dust, the fither and mother carrying the housshold be-
longings or the babies, and the elder children helping the smaller
ones, exhausted bullocks being driven to the butcher’s and loads of
hides drawn along by patient bullocks whose own hides would soon
be going to the market. . . . . In Bombay City there were large
parties of farmers and their families who had wallked all the way
from Kathiawer, some two hundred and fifty miles. They camped
out on the open spaces and lived on the doles of grain given them by
the charitable traders. At Atmedabad, rome twelye hours north by
ail, there were twenty fhousand refugees from the country round
and the neighbouring Native Stafes, many of themstarved beyond tho
point at which recovery could be hoped for, and only ahle to lie down
in the strects of the cify and die. They brought in branches of trees,
zafters from their dismantled homes, the farn eart, the family hand-
mill, the tiles from the roof, hides of goats, the cooking vessels in
hich there was no longer anything to be covked—in facy, anything
they could lay their hands on, and that their strength allowed them
to carry or dreg to the town in the hops of finding a market. Any-
thing more piteons than the last despairing struggle of thess brave
people to win a morsel of food could hardly be conceived.

The greatest *trel’ was the endless procession of half a
million people with their beasts and household goods from the

State of Marwar to Central Indis, to Gujerat, and to the
North-West. The terrible thing was ‘ the refugees’ discovery
that famine and drought were in possession of the countries
where they hoped to find refuge and succour.”

x THE CHARGE OF PAUPERISATION.

It was only the fringe of the peopls who came to the Government
for relief. The villagers are ind d and gelf: it and
intensely attached to fheir homes and customs. To go on the reliecf
works stands to them as a worse degradation than going into the
‘“House” does to the agricultural labourer at home. It implies
mixing with other castes, abandoning cherished and sacred customs.
ap@ }mnyg the status which is the stamp of Bocial order, religion aué
civilisation. The timidity of a superstitions and home-loving folk:
was another detarrent.  Often I heard stories of strange rumours and
alarms which 8ot the nerves of whole famine camps twitching, stories
of how the children were to be kidnapped by the missionaries, of
dreadful ghosts which walked the lanes between the huts at night’, of

the intention of the British to send away the men to the Transvaal,
where they were to form a soreen for the firiug live. We may scoff
at such fears, but to the child-like mind of the Indian villager they
were real and dreadful, and no doubt the reports of what wax ¢n‘foot
nerved numbers of people in the villages to stay at home and starve
on roota and berries rather than venture to the famine camps. In
justice to the people it must be reiterated that wRenever ihere was
work to be done, however miserably it might be paid, and s> long as
there was food in the house or ornaments or savings unpledged, the
arent mass of them refused reliof, Mho charge of demoralisation
which the Goyernment of India—unfortunately, as I think—were led
into meking, and which they urged as a reason for stiffening the tests
and increasing the harshnoss of the regimen of relief, is susceptible ofa
simple test. The Government returns, issued in May, showed &
population of niuety millions in the famino districts. The precise
percentage who were suffering acutely from privation is a matter of
conjecture, but certainly a very large percentiage were living in bitter
poverty, eking out their scanty storas of grain with such food as they
could grub from the ground or pick in the jungle. Yetatno time
was there more than six znd a querter millions in receipt of Grayern-
ment relief. When it is remewmbered that of this army the great
majority were women and children, and that it included tle blind,
the halt, the maimed and the aged in villages seattered oyer an aren
twelye times the sizs of England and Wales, can it be fairly said that
the cvideuce supports the charge ot demoralisation and paupsrisation
. ... It Tweretosumup my own impressions, I should siy that
the people showed wonderful resource and Sparsan courige, and that
they were only drawn by stress of dire privation to accep the help of
the Goyernment.

Mr. Nesh describes briefly the system of relief, and repeats in
substance his main criticisms of the mistalkes of the authorities,
and his admiration of the work of the British famine officials.

Trg Brrmisa OFTICIATS.

Tven where the systems were harshest the conduct of our officials
in the execution of their trying and daugerous dulies was often a
bright apot. It is right that Boglishmen at home should be made
aware of the fine spitit and temper in which the work of relief hag
besn carried on by their fellow-countrymen. I meét dozens of men
who were quietly doing work of a higher heroism than charging the
enery in toe field or carrying off & wounded comrade under fire,
work that was done in silence and loneliness, with every circumstance
of depression fo sicken the heart und slacken the nerve, Thers were
no comrades to applaud and no public at home to rejoice over' their
brave deeds on these fields of death, to thank them for the firm and
cheerful front they cerried amidst scenes more horrible than any
battlefiald, and far more perilous. Tt wag 41l in the day’s work, and
if death came at the end our Red Cross Knights lay down and died.
like men. That also was part of the bargain. The very quality of
these men’s services malkes it all the sadder to reflect that, owing to
mistakes and miscorceptions and alarms in high quarters, the quality
of our meroy Wwas 8o strained, and help wlion it was given was ia
many instances given go late or fo grudgingly as to meke the efforts
of the district officials in too many easss a torlora hope. = Bitter, to, =
is the memory of what happened when the ease for an Imperial
grant was brought before the British Parliament, when Indis,
cloghed in rags, her children dying, her flocks and herds destroyed,
1aid her head in the dust and in vain besought the supreme power
who sits in the seat of her old gods to have merey.

Dealing with the poverty of the peopls as a cause of famine,
Mr. Nash remarks that ¢ there was grain enough in Imdia for
everyone and sufficient food for the needs of the cattle, but the
people had ro money to buy.” And things are going from
bad to worse.

TroE IiPOVERISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE.

The Indian cvltivators and their labourers are not only poor, but
they are growing steadily poorer, aud even such s hasty glance as I
was able fo take afi their economie condition convineed me that the
country is drifting to a position in which the money fimine will
becoms 5o chronic and acuteas to endanger India's position as an
agricnltural conntry. It needs no power of prophecy to understand
that land without capital will go out of cultivation, and the truth is
that the caltivator’s capital is rapidly running down to vanishing
point. This famine has wiped ocut muny millions, and lsft the land
and the people in a worse state than a ten years’ war would have.
done. As a writer has recently pointed out, there were twenty years
of comparative immunity between the great famins of 1877 and that
of 1897, snd yet after the last famine the Commissioners reported
that the resisting power of the people had decreased rather than
inpreased; in other words, they have become poorer than bsfore. If
this progressive impoverishment is going on in good years, what is
to becomo of the three hundred millions of people in India when
famine and' Tecurrent famine comes upon thosoene?  No: Imperisl
question, as I think, comes home more clossly than this to the
English people, and specially to those who know what poverty is
and who appreciate ths freedom to combine and to make laws for the
betterment of the community.

Mr. Nash then proceeds to enquire: What does the Indian
rayat’s poverty consist in ?

How mae RAYAT Lives.

His wants are very few, and they are the same to-day as t
thousands of yaursr{ngo. The Hl}x,ldoo farmer asks foZ eno?x?l’x?nr?
leavened bread for himself and his family, for & little ghi or clarifiad
butter, some condiments to flavour the bread, and for a well of sweet
water. Give him thess and supply him with a rough hut, a few
cooking vesgels and a handmill, sufficient clothes—not a han.vy, item—
and fuel for cooking, and let him see his way to keeping, his farm if®
working order, and he will be content. His pleasnres are fow and

eimple, and he has no ambitions except to be able fo make the
P for his daugk on their marriage. To win the
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means of livelihood he and his wife and children will toil and slaye
to malks the most of their bit of land. No. The impoverishment
which has overtaken millions of enltivators isof the stern order which
often denies to the worker even this bare return for his work. “Tha
rayat,”’ wrote one of the great administrators of India, ¢ toils that
another may rest, and sows that another may reap.” And one of the
saddest sights to be seen in the Indian Empire, a sight so tragic that
it forces you to ask whether our efforts to govern India for India’s
good have heen in vain, is the rnined rayat as he bids farewell to the
fields of his father and turns his back on the’ancestral home.

““The expropriation of the hereditary cultivator,” says Mr.
Nash, “is the symptom of a state of poverty so extreme that
it is mere waste of time to bandy words with those who would
havae us believe the lot of the Indisn cultivator is in normal
times a flourishing one, and that this lot is steadily improving:
under our administration. . . . . The ‘general tendency is
downwards into deeper misery and indebtedness and the final
gulf reserved for a landless disinherited peasantry.”

Tme BoNDAGE oF THE Ravar.

The rayat loses his land or sinks into the position of a tenant-at-
will-—in fuot; a serf ‘of his indebted But how is it
that he has sunk into this hopeless bondage? And hoyw comes it that
land, which in the days before our rule could never, under amy
ciroumstances, be transferred outside the tribe or family, is permitted
to be seized by the alien money-lender in satisfaction of his claims?
The answers to these two questions hang together. It is admitted
to-day by the Government of India that ** the idea of a free transfer-
able interest in land is at the root of the trouble.” This “*idea’ was
given currency to by the British under the impression that free trade
and individual property in land would stimulate the ambition of the
thrifty peasant and introduce Western ideas of property and all that
entail.  But experience shows that the gift was a fatal one to put
into the hands of an ignorant peasantry. The new idea was worked
by the cunnivg and unscrupulous usurers of the country for their
own ends; the cultivators were tempted into debt, and the path of
debt wus smoothed for them in every way; the Government soon
dizcovered that the new power of mortgaging waa of assistance to
them in collectivg revenue from the cultivators; and finally the seal
Wes et on the people's ruin by the institution of Civil Courts which
put the power of the law at the disposal of the usurer.

The *“ways of the mioney-lender” and the canses and
extent of village indebtedness are coucisely but effectively pre-
sented. Mr. Nash points out that the co-operative constitution
of the village, which ““had been proof against all the shocks
of war and famine,” has given way before “the corrosion of
the individualistic competitive ideas brought from the West,”
and ‘* the village life is held together only by a few shreds.”
He also touches on the vicious plan of borrowing for payment
of the land revenue. Speaking generally of the land revenue,
he shows its steady growth from £13,287,000 in 1861-65 (five
years average) to £18,306,000 in 1898-99.

Tre TAXATION oF THE Poor Maw.

The revenue from the land is by far the most important source of
income to the State, and it forms nearly half the Bxchequer receipts.
In Tndia the poor man pays the taxes. He pays the bulk of the salt
tax, which brings in nearly £6,000,000 a year; of the provincial
rates, £2,609,663; and of the customs, £3,127,230. Bus if it is
suggested that the land tax is excessive, the orthodox official reply is
that the payments made are in respect of rent, and, as helf the rent
or farming profits is left to the cultivator, there can beno hardship in
it. Tf this contention be examined on the spot and tested by the
evidence of many of the most distingnished British offisials, it will be
found illusory. ~The idea of averages, a8 we have already seen, has
broken down under the joint pressure of famine and debt, and in in-
numerablo cases the ““rent’’ is paid not out of profits at all, but out
of what should be the subsistence fund, or else the monsy-lender pays
it.  The esti which d i the i itself o mere
shot in the dark, a haphazard speculation, which, worked ount though
it is with infinifs pains, is as liable to be upset by times and seasons
and the turn of the market as the predictionsof Old Moore’s Almanac.
. To my mind the method of ascertaining ‘‘rent’” that obtuins
in India is & species of necromancy, and one day the Government will
wake up to find that in the name of rent it has been exhausting the
soil and the peopls, drying up the source of India’s wealth, and
endangering the very existence of the country.

Finally, Mr. Nash makes certain broad suggestions towards a
remedy for the disastrous state of things he pictures.
To Sive THE Ravar.

To remedy matters it is evident that there must be a revision of the
whiole eystem of land revenuoin the direction both of flexibility and
moderation ; that the law must be brought to bear for the protection
of the people against the money-lender; that a better system of credit
must be devised ; and theat steps must be taken to preserve the people
in the fields which for hundreds of years have belonged to them.
India wants an anti-famine policy, a policy for the preservation and
restoration of the rayat, a policy that will help him to recover some-
thing of his lost co-operative strength whilst giving him what his
nature can stand in the way of Western stimulus. I have
said nothing of the material aid afforded to such & palicy by the
extension of irrigation and the encouragement of industries, because
these are matters on which everyone is agreed and some progress is
beivg made. The connexion between the sad plight of the people
and the io sil ion which we Ives have created is not so
generally admitted, but its recognition is vital to the welfare of our
Indian Empire, and every famine that passes calls to us afresh to
understand and act.

‘While admitting that ‘* there is some truth in the theories of
Indian poverty which lay stress on the over-population of

cerfain districts, on the process of morcellement (or cufting up
of holdings), on youthful marriages, and excessive expenditure
on social functions,”” Mr. Nash argues that * it is surely poor
statesmanship to rely ou the argument so often heard in India
that the existence of evils that are due to the people’s-ignor-
ance or the tyranny of cnstom, frees the Government from the
obligation of unduing its own mistakes and striving its best to
malce the people prosperous and secure.’”

INDIAN FAMINES AND THEIR OATSES.
ADDRESS BY MR. DE)?&BHA'[ NAOROJI.

[Frox cur owN RErorres.]

On the evening of Sunday, February 10, Mr. Dadabhai
Naorqji lectured to the members of the Hatcham Liberal
Club on the subject of “Indian Famines and their
Oauses.” There was a fairly large attendance of members
and their friends.

Mr. Naomorx after expressing his thanks for the invitation
extended to him to lecturs to them that evening, said the subject of
India was one of vast importance to the British Empire at large, and
he thought he could best illustrate the point he wished to make by
asking his hearers to place themselves for a moment in a position
similar to that occupied by the people of Tndia. Tet them suppose
that this country wasin the possession of the French, and that all
the high Government offices were Slled by Frenchmen, who com-
pelled the English to pay some fifteen or twenty millions sterling
annuelly to cover the cost of their own government. Suppose at the
rame time that Englishmen were only admitted to the low subordinate
offices, what would be the result? The money paid to the French
officials, with the exception of & yery small portion of it, would be
taken out of England and spent in France, and the English peopla
consequently would get no return forit. It might even be worse:
The money thus drained from Ingland by French capitalists might
be used for the exploitation of the English mineral and vegstable
wealth. The resources of the country might be entirely monopolised
by the French, the English being employed as mere labourers or
helots. All the products of the soil would be tuken away from
England for the benefit of Frenchmen, and by that means the country
would be subjected to a further drain of another twenty or twenty-
five milliong sterling annually. How could it be expected to prosper
under such circumstances ? Would the English be likely to remain
contented under a foreign ruler under such conditions of lifef
‘Would they not immediately rebel ? (Cries of ““ Yes.””), 'Well, those
were the conditions under which the Natives of India were compelled
to exist. Year after year they had to provide 200 millions of rupees
for the peyment of the European Military and Civil Services. What
was the inevitable resnlt ? As the ocean, if it did not receive back
from rain and rivers the water which was evaporated from it, must in
the long run dry up, so India subjeoted to this constantand heavy
drain must bs ruined, and the result was already apparent in the
famines, pestilences and other miseries which were for ever afflicting
her people. Thé money annusally drained from India was no doubt
sent back for the exploitation of her mines and other natural
Tesources, but even these industries were lised by Europ
to the exclusion of the Natives and, consequently, the annual drain
amounted to fully thirty or forty million sterling per annum. Could
any country on the face of the earth stand such bleeding ? And this
it should be borne in mind came on the top of what had passed
before. On the formation of the great Indian Empire England had
not spent one single shilling. The whole cost had been borne by
India, and in addition to that the greater portion of the blood shed
in building it up had been blood of the Indians. England now

d a great and ifi Empirein the East; had she turned
it to the best advantage? For 150 years English ruls had cbtained
in India, and during the whole of that period the drain of Indian
resources had been going on. At the beginning of the last century
the sum annually taken out of the country did not exceed five millions
sterling. But year by year the drain had increased in volume
until the people had been reduced to the most miserable con-
dition possible. Ought that to be the result of the British
connexion with India? That was the question he wished to
ask them that evening, and it was the question which the
Indian Natives desired to address to the masses of the English
people. It was to the Britich public that they looked for the
redress of their gricvances . . . . grievances which were due to the
action of the servants of the British people. The Indian authorities
had failed in the performance of their duties. He was confident that
thae British people had no desire to ses India go to wreck and ruin.
(Hear.) On the contrary they clearly and distinctly wished that
India should be justly governed. (Hear, hear) If only the pro-
mises held out in Acts of Parliament and in Royal Proclamations
were duly fulfilled no country could possibly desire to be governed
under better conditi But, unf ly, the Ei 2 officials
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in Tndia had absolutely ignored all these promises. In the middle of
the 18th century, when I d fivet obtained territorial jurisdioti
in Bengal and Behar, oppression and corruption were admiited to have
provailed to an extent ¢fwhich had never been cquulled in any
countr¥ or in any age.” That, according to the admission of the
Court of Dircctors, was the begirning of the conuexion betwesn
Britain and India (*‘Shame "), and the oppression wen on until at
last our statesmen, oub of very shame, inferfered. Iu the thicties
the great reform movements were brought to & successful issue in
Eugland, end Emancipation Adis were passed which raised the
British in the scale of nations, and earned for them the title of the
most humsane and civilised nation on the face of the earth. But
nothing effectunl was done ab that fime for India, It was the
custom in those days for the Giovernment to institute an examination
every twenty years into the affairs of the Hast India Company with a
view to the remewal of its Charter. In 1833 such an examination
took place, and the leading mon of the day discussed very ¢xhaustively
the question as to the way in which India should be governed. They
came unanimously to the conelusion thas there should be no dis-
tluction of colour, creed. orrace, and that Tndians should be employed
in the service of her Majesi (Hear, hear.) That was really the
first Charter given fo the an peopla. More they sonld not and
did naot want. They desir=d fo he treated as British subjscts and
ot an helots. Buf, unfortunately, the Rist Tndia Compiny ignored
the terms of the Charter for, although they wrole a fine dispatch
promising that admission to their service should be according to
merit, withous distinetion of race or crsed, they did nothing in tho
matter, and, in 1853, when their Charter again came up for con-
sideration, great cfforts wers made by John Bright and others to
insish that effect should be given to ths promises made twenty years
earlier. Boon after came the Mutiny, which was the fault of the
authorities themselves. It was brought about by their own mis-
conduct, and it was eventually admitted by English statesmsn that the
Nutives themselves were not to blaume for it ; indeed, the Mutiny was
chiefly suppressed by the aid of Indian arms. In 1858 they got
what was known as their Greater Chacter, in which it was pro-
mised that in the future Indian subjects should bs treated in exactly
the same manner as all other subjects of this country. (Hesr, hear.)
That Charter was later on twics confirmed by Queen Vietoria—on
the assumption by her of the title of Empressof India in 1877, and
on the occasion of her Jubiles in 1887. Still the promise had
remained a dead letter, and England had gone on bleeding and
exhausting India for the sake of a emall profis. Another century had
begun. What was to be_ the future of [ndia? He appaaled to the
people of this country, and especially to the democracy, to say whether
thee things were to continua. Tor 150 years the process of depletion.
and exhaustion had gone on. Was it not time that an end was
puttoit? (Hear.) Macaulay once said that the heaviest of all yokes
was the yoke of the stranger. ‘Was it to ba the caso that the yoke of
Great Britain in India was to be, not that of the friend and helper,
but that of the stranger, and conscquently the heaviest of all? e
hoped not. (Hear, hoar.) The British public by their ubterances in
the past had shown that they did not wish Tudia to bs misgoverned.
The failure to govern properly had been dus, not to the will of the
English people, but to the action of their servants in ignoring the
solemn pledges which had been made. The result was plain bsfore
the world: India was now practically the most wretched of all
countries. The failure to fulfil the pledges was dishonourable and
contrary to all that the Indian peaple had been taught was the chiof
characteristic of Eogland, They were always told in their schools
that the British had acted according to their promises and did not
shirle their responsibilities, but unfortunately experience had taught
them & very different lesson. What would be the result if the present;
stats of things continued ? The Duke of Devonshire onca said that
if the present system of treating India were to he continued the
effect would be that the Natives would wish to'get rid of their
Haropean rulers! Hb appealed to tho English people to reslise thoir
duties and responsibilities towards the Natives of India. EHe belioved
that if they tulfilled the solemn pledges so ropoatedly made the
famines and other froubles which now continually afflicted our
Tastern dependency would disappear. (Hear, hear.) There wus
another ground—a selfish one—upon which he might also appeal for
Justice. If they enabled the peopls of India to Lecome Prosperous,
if they afforded thom the means wherewith to purchass British
manufactures, British trade would enormously increase, and it would
be impossible to fiad sufficiens people for the employment which
would be ready to their hauds. (Hear.) Let them contrast two
portions of the British dominions: in Australia with a population of
barely five millions, und where free trade Pprinciples did not obtain,
the inhabifants bought British manufactures to the extent of £5 per
head per auuum; in India where the Population exceeded 300
aillions, the purchases of British produce ropresented less than
28! 6d. per head per annum. If, therefors, this country wonld
ax'eroiue ouly an intelligent selfishness what vast trade it
might create for itself! We were ever on the 1 it for

British nation would simultancously profit to a far greater extent,
thoy would insish on justice beini done, und the wppsal he was
addrossing to them would not have been made iu vain. (Loud cherrs.)

A resolution siniilar to that pussed af other meetings addressed by
Mr. Naoroji was unsnimonsly ndopted, and, after a short debute,
which elicited irom the lecturer soms interesfing information as to
the oppression ciused by the existing Iand systei in Indis, the pro-
ceedings closed with the customury votes of theuks.

THE TUTURE OF INDIA.

SIDELIGHTS FROM SHAKESPEARE.

The Hou. Dr. Miller, Principal of ths Muadras Christian
College, has published through Messrs. G. A, Nafesan and Co,
a striking brochure on Shukespeare's ““King Lear” ;! and
perhaps the most remarkabls part of it is she couclusion where
he attempts “to point for Indinn studeats some of the morals
with which ¢ King TLear’ abounds.” These marals are well
worth the attention of every politician, British as well as
Indian. & .

Dr. Miller does nob anticipate that any one will contest his
allegation that ““ it is broadly true of India hitherto, asof the
Britain st before us in this drame, that the bond of society
has been bare authority on the one side and unreasoning
obedience on the other ”; nor yet his further allegation “thab
the time has come in India, ss Shakespeare represents ifi as
haying coms in the dsys of Lear, when this condition of
society mush give place to a bebter and a higher.” Ou the
latter point he says —

Those muat bz strangely ignorant of the forces which are at
work, and which ought 10 bs at work, in the India of our day, who
oan imagineit to be either possible or right that the inmost principle
of rule for the generationy next to coms should bs shat on which
countless bygone generations huve been governed. As plainly asin
the days of Lear, the time is upon us when if thers oe non such
transition as he felt to be required, there will be such phenomenn a8
were rising round him, ““in cities, mulinies; in couatries, discord :
mashinations, hollowness, traschery and
until sacisty bscomes rotten to the core and

all roinouns disorders,”

ends in dissolntion.

Accordingly Dr. Miller proceads to set forth the principles that
““ must regulate thisindispansable transition * :—

The first, tho broadest, the most important, of thoss principles is
that the possibilicy of the traasition being mads withoub ruim
depends on those: mozal forces being at worlk withiu society which
thiy play sums up under the comprehensive name of “love.”” If
thoss moral forces have nog an effective influsnce on the life of the
body polisic, calamity of every kind is sure to coms as aoon as bare
authority begins to be withdrawn, or begins to be unwelecoms to the
ruled and accordingly to be resisted by them

He citeg Milton to enforce the lesson of Shakespsars. ¢ Nay,”
ho procecds, “ does not the story of Eugland in Miltou's time
give ample emphasis to the lesson which hs trisd in vain to
teach ?

Yes, the fuilure of the Commonwoalth and the lapse of Hugland
into the moral unacchy, the social degradation, and the poliical
enslayement that ormo ufter it, is an exampls, to bhoss who can read.
history eright, of the alsolute need tliers iv thas *“love’” should have
desp and widespread influencs if any community 18 to pasy sufely
through the stage at which it is right that unreasoning obedience
should cease, and that bare anthority should no longer reign. It is
an example equally of the dangar of haste iu effecting the sransition
from the lower to the higher stage. In the play, the attempt of the
king to iutroduce the reign of love at a single stroke, with the con-
sequent greference of the pratence of loys to the reality, v largely
rexponsible for the tragical result. In historioal fack, the attempt fo
reduce to practice the grand ideals of the Eaglish Gommonwealth
before the mass of #ose who made up the sociul organism could so
much as understand them, was to no small extent the causs of tho
collapse of everything good and true which marked the Restoration,
But while “ futul disorganisation is the sure result if fores be
withdrawn before ‘ love’ has gained sufficient; power,”” *¢ fatal

i 1setion is the equally sure result if the domimion of

fresh markets, yet herein India there was one repdy to our hands,
populated not by savagessuch as were to bs found in South Africa, but
by a highly civilised people who, 2000 years ago, when the British
people were roaming uaclad in the forests, had already learnt to enjoy
the good things of this world. (Hesr)) In conclusion, Mr. Naoroji
said the Indian people were anxious to forget tho past and to lot
gzg:ru?;:e bygon_es. _ (Hear)) A neawhcentury had come in, a new
21g0 wad reigning over us, and he was glad to remind them

that King Edward had confirmed the action ogf his angust Mﬁther
and hx:d‘pranu:gd to follow in har footateps. To him, therefors, they
or the of the ises made in the various

Royal Proclamations. In his offorts to fulil them would he vecerve
the' support of the Eoglish public? Would the masses of this
eu\n}trv compel ﬂ:ge Exocutive Government to do their duty towards
India? He believed that when the Tuglish people realised the
terrible effooty of past misgovernment, when they saw, too, how by
OIng mere justice to India, not only would the Indian people be
benefitcd and relieved of their terrible misery and suffering, but the

isorg:
bare authority be maintamed too long.”

In 2 country situated as India is at present, this is the side on
which there is the greater practical temptation to err. When long
established oustom tends in the same direction 23 that regard for gelf
and desirs of prominence which is strong in nearly all men, to0 pro-
longed clinging to authority is more probable than its premature
abendonment. - When rulers are men of ordinary calibra and but
ordinary insight, thers is pressing: danger that they will ba extremely
slow to transfer any of their power to others, or rather. perhaps that,
while laying aside some of it in appearance, they will struggleito
retain every particle of it in reality. Tt is given to but fow who
haye become habituated to rule, as it was given to Lear, to sco whon

e time has come for the régime of “love™ taking the place of
the végime of authority. Nay, there is the furthor Hangsr, which.

L “Shakespeara’s ¢ King Lear ? and Indian P litics.”?
Miller, €.I.E.,, D.D, LL.D. (Madres: G. Z. N,
“Liondon : Tzac and Co.,

By William
Natesan and Co. ;

Groat Russell Street. Prics Re. 1, or 2a.)
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algo did not esoape Shakespesre’s observation, that sven those in
whom ‘“loys’’ is strong, and who have no personal ends to serve,
may b fempted to fall back on outward force for the cure of evils
whiah force can no longer cura. Tt in the deeply injurious mistake
of the noble and true-hearted Ient. To steer berween the Soylla of
00 soon and the Okarybdis of too late in effacting the transition from
the lower to tha higher atage of sovial and political organisation will
e the perilous but honourable task of those in chargs of the destinies
of India in the years immediately before us.

Dr. Miller, of course. disclaims the attempt to define the safe
middle way, but he offers a suggestion on both sides. In the
first place:—

Those who gee, as Lear saw in his kingdom, that the time has
comé whon Indie must bo rulsd on principles difforont from ‘the
principles that have been supreme till now—those who rightly see

that India needs to be transformed into an organism far more self- |*

directed, and affording far more scope for individnal energy, are not
to suppose that no coudition of society is heulthy or satisfactory
except the most fully developed that is sxemplified anywhero in the
world. . . . . Things go wrong cnly when there is an' attempt to
maintain methods and principles of rule after the time for which
they are fitted has gone by, or when methods and principles are
introduced before the time which they befit has come. Those wha
desire that, in matters of government, Indiz ghould be even as
Britain, aro not to be disappointed when it grows olear to them that
there can be full consummation of their hopes enly in a distant
future. Evyery step on the way to that consummation, if only it fite
the time, will be beantifnl and healthy—far better and more beauti-
ful than any portion of the way will be if progress is pressed pre-
maturely on. There is fitness and therefore beauty, and there
ought to be supreme satisfaction to the onlooker, in every stage of
the Jife-history of 4 plant—in its green upspringing, in it branching
aud its leafage, in its tender unopened bnds, quite as much as in its
Hower, or in the fruit which it produces when decay and death are
near. This is the warning which a review of *“King Lear’’ suggests
to those who, in regard o Indian politics, are in danger of rushing
on the Seylla of Zoo fast.

On the cther hand, there is a ¢ warning for those who tend
to be overwhelmed in the opposite Charybdis of foo slow*’ :—

The indispensablo transformation of the prinoiple of rule must not
be delayed for ever on the pretext that preparation for it is in-
sufficient, and that dnward moral forces sre still too weak. Perfect
preparation for anything whatever there will never be in this
world. hat is needed is that those on whom the responei-
bility resfs should have discernment to kaow when what Shake-
spears calls ““love” iy present in sufficient force to bear the com-
munity through the dangers of transition, and that they should have
the strength of will to choose the time that is neither too early nor
too late. Of course those who hava the wit and the decision s0 to
¥t will reap little popularity. They will ba denounced on the one
side as demagogues and firebrands at the very moment when they
are being denounced on the other as time-sarvers, reactionaries, and
cowards. If they are men of ‘‘loye,”” the amount of suffering
implied in this abuse from both sides will not be too hard for them
to bear. If at thesame time they are men of strength. the abuse
may lighten their task by affording them amusement. Men gifted
thus with power to discern their fime and bear its burdens—
gifted with that constructive statesmanship of which the dearth is
lamentably conspicuous—are the crying want of Indis as regards its
social and' political coneerns,

In conclusion, Dr, Miller refers to a few essential points:
Thus:—

Prominent among them is the lesson that such men must give
free play to whatever of this “love” they have. Nothing must be
allowed to withhold them from any action thaf the time demands.
They may bo tempted to keep in the background by disgust ut the
maligniny of others, or by some fit of tempar. This is what is seen
in Cirdeliz. Or they may yield to such slowness or timidity of
nature a3 holds Albany in subjection for a time. A hundred evil
tendencies, perhaps in the disguise of modesty, may restrain them.
But if those who are sound af heart are silsnf when they cught to
speals, or inactive when deeds are called for, behold the insvitable
result ! The meglected cpportunity will be seized by the Gonerils
and Regans of the hour. Power will pass to those who will use it
for wholly selfich ends. Thess will svon find Oswalds to be their
tools, Bdmunds t) bring energy and talents to their aid, and perhaps
Corawalls to emulate their atrocities.

It is further needed that single-minded patriots should, <“in
regard to everything, and chiefly in regnrd fo patience, con-.
form fto the laws by which this whole frame of things is
governed.” Thus:—

Hdgar, not Leur, must be their model. It has been shown that
the old King’s grasping after tho immediate aftainment of his ends
is the direct occasion of all'the ruin. His ends are altogether sxcel-
lent. Hbs faily to gain them becauso he takes his own hasty way
instead of following the patient path by which alone it is possible to
reach thom. Thoss who wish to bring on a brighber political and
social day in India musk try no shors enis. They must learn from
history how the good things they desire can really be got. They:
must be a§ ready to act on the laws which histery reveals as the
culiivator is ready to act on fhe laws which, after long digging, and
manuritg, and watering, and tending, provide for him the hurvess
that he Iongs for.

Then there is the need of self-restraint. And finally this:—
Those who are to give effective help in that trausition must be
prepared to pay the price not only of loss of popularity—thet is but
a swall thing—but of real trouble and real suffering. They will
suffer for mistakes which they are sure to make themselves. They

will suffer for the mistakes of others. They will suffer fgm the
hatred which their very devotion to unselfish ends is certain to
inspire in those whoss motive is self-interest, or love of applause, or
love of power. It is only by treading the path of suffering that
““love " can combet the evils of its time and vanquish them. Men
may shut their eyes to this law, or may complain of it. It is useless
to do either, for this is the unalterable condition on which enduring
good 18 ever done. To its heroes and benefactors, the world always
““gives the cross where ii owes the crown.” Their suffering may
pass in course of time, as it does with Fdgar; or it may end only
when life ends, as with Cordelia. But without pain and self-
sacrifice and trial to those who achieve, there cannot, in this world,
be achievement that is worth the name.

‘“By the help of those, and none bufi those, who face these
facts and are not deterred by them, can the transformetion
take place which it is only right all sons of India should
earnestly desire,”’ Readers must go to the brochure itsclf for
the full force of Dr. Miller's able and judicionus exposition.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.

THE REFERENCE TO THE FAMINE COMMISSION.

The Manchester Guardiap writes (Febrnary 11) :—

The news from India is disquieting. On January 24 the Viceroy
telegraphed that in Gujerat, the Deccan, and the Carnatic districts
of Bombay the crop prospects were bad, and serious distress was
expected between now and August. In other words, another year of
famine over a large part of Bombay Presidency is now inevitable.
The Native State of Baroda and part of Hyderabad will also be
affected, and indeed af the present momentthere are in these districts
nearly & quarter of a million peopls—th t of the
fromlast year’s famine—on relief. At the same time that new relisf
measures are being concerted the Famine Commigsion is at work in
Gujerat enquiring into the relief administration of 1899 and 1900,
and some very strong remarks from the President, Sir Antony
MecDonnell, have been telegraphed home respecting the deficiencies of
the Bombay system. He is reported to have said that the people in
the Gujerat famine camps died like flies when subjected to excessive
tasks, and that totally inadequate provision was made for the distri-
bution of gratuitous famine relief. Our readers who followed the
story of the famine will hardly be surprised at this verdict, given as
it is before the evidence has all been heard and far in adyance of the
Comunission’s report. We can only hope that the Oommission will
carry the same fearless judgment into overy part of the field of in-
vestigation, so that in the fresh year of suifering which is visiting
these unhappy people the scenes that were described by our special
correspendent may not be repeated. Some mnatural disappointment
has been expressed af the limited mature of the Commission’s
reference. Is it too much, we wonder, to hope that Lord Gurzon
meay see his way to extend it so as to include the contributory causes
of famine? We are aware that at the present moment & Commibtee
is enquiring into the means for organising some system of public
creditfor the benefit of the rayats who are being drained dry by the
money-lenders, while the Public Works Department ave seeing
whether more caruot be done to deyelop irrigation works during
times of distress. All this is as it should be. Bub a widespread
demand exists for a report—or, to use Lord Rosebery’s expression, @
stock-taking —of the economic position of the peasantry of India, to
that we may know the extent and causes of the chronic: destitution
which afflicts the people of India and lays them low at the approach
of droughti.

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON INDIAN QUESTIONS.

On February 17 Sir William Wedderburn will deliver an
address to the South Tiondon Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic
Hall, Camberwell New Road, S..) upon ““ Faminesin Tndia and
their Causes.” i

On February 27 Sir William Wedderburn will deliver an
address upon Famines in India at Toynbee Hall.

Mr, Dadwbbai Naoroji proposes to deliver addresses on
Indian questions as follows:—

February 26.—New Lansdowne Liberal and Radical Club,
1 and 2, Twemlow Terrace, West Street, Londen Fields, at
§ p.m. Subject: Famine in India.

March 9.—Leighton Park School, Reading, at § p.m.

March 10.—Reading: (1) To-membersof the First Day Adult
Sehool, &t 9.80 a.m. 5 (2) to the Castle Street Chapel Pleasant
Hour Society, in the Chapel, at 3 p.m.

March 31.—Soubh London Hthical Discussion Society (Surrey
Masonic Hall, Camberwell New Road, S.1.) a5 11.15 2.,

On Sunday next, Febraary 17, Mr. &. P. Pillai will speslk on
 Your Dutyto Indis,” at the Bayswater Free Church, Queen’s

Road, at § p.m,
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PUBLICATIONS RELATING
TO INDIA.

To be obtained from
THE BRrr1sH COMMITTEE OF THE INDTAN NATIONAT CONGRESS,
§4-85, PALACE CHAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.

Reports of the Proceedings at the Annual
Sessions of the Indian National Congress, from the
3rd to the 14th Session. 2s. each, post free.

The Skelston at the (Jubilee) Feast (Congress
Green Book L), by Sir WILLiAx WEDDERBURY, Bart. (being a
series of suggestions for the prevention of famins in Indxa)
Post free, 7d.

Royal Com

=

m,lssmn on Indian Expenditure:
0]

W W)messgs, Uongress G%

The Pr;)posed <epa.rat1on of Judicial and |

Executive Functions in Indin. Memorial to the Secre-
tary of State. Wltht\vo Appendices. (Congress Gireen Book I1T.)
Post free, 1s. 2
Two St;a.f‘.ements presented to the Indian
Currency Committee (1898), by Mr. Dinasgar NioroJr.
Speech by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, M.P.,
the House of Commons, August 14, 1894, on the Debato on the
Indian Budget.
Ditto do. in the House of Commons, February 12,
1895, on the Debate on the Address.
Ditto do. on British Rule in Tndia (1898).
Presidential Address by Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, M.P., delivered to the Indian National Congrc&s at
Lahore, 1893.
Presidential Address by Mr. A. M. Bose,
M. A., delivered to the Indian National Congress atMadras,” 1808,

Speeches of My. Alfred Webb, M.P., Présxdant g

of the Indian National Congress, 1894-5

Valedictory Address of Mr. Alfred Webb
IL.P., delivered at Bombay, January 17, 1895.

Speeches of Mr. D. E. Wacha delivered at the
9th, 11th and 14th Sessions of the Indian National Congress.

Is the Government of India Responsible to
Anyone, axd if so to Whom ? Speech delivered at Croy-
don by Mr. W. C. BONNERJEE.

The Famine in India. Speeches! delivered at a
Public Ruceptionto Mr. Vaughan Nash ¢ his reburn from the"
Famine Districts, July, 1900.

Mr. A. O. Hume’s Farewell to India.
delivered at Bombay, 1894.

India Reform Pamphlet IX.
Government of India under its Native Rulers.

The Indian National Congress:
and Justification. By Roperr Kxigam.

Indian Politics. A Senes of Pﬂpels on Important
Indian Questi t Co Post free, 4s. 4d.

A Needed Reform in the Indmn Adminis-
tration, by Roazse C. Durr, C.I.E.

The Bogey of a Russian Invasion. A Lesson
from the Tirah Campaign, by Col. H. B. Hanya.

The High Courts and the Collector-Magis-
trates in India, by J. Dacosri.

The Government of India and its Reform
through Parliamentary Institutions, by J. Dacosta.
indian Polity : being Extracts from the Writings of

Major Evans Bell.

Note on Sir J. Westland’s Budget, 1894-5.

Note on the Explanatory Memorandum of
the Becrotary of State for India, 1894-5,

Note on Sir James Westland’s Budget,1895-8.

Note on Sir H. Waterfield’s Tables, 1884-5
to 1894-5.

The Poor Man’s Lamb ; Famine Insurance for
the Masses versus Exchange Compensation for the Classes.

REPRINTS FROM “INDIL
The Judiciary and the Executive in Indm. Intervxew with
Mr. Manomohen Ghose.
The Bombay Government and Higher Educaiion, by
e Hon. C. H. Setalyed.
A National Famine Grant, Letter from the London Indian
Society to Lord Salisbury, 1900.
India and the General Electxon (1900).
‘¢ Melancholy Meanness.”
The ‘‘ Over-population’ Fallacy Again.
No National Contribution ?

Speech

The State and
3d.

its Aims

A Sehctum of the,.PuT:hcatmm enumerated, above will be jor-
wed persons or A the United King-

\ dom Jor grotuitous distribution, on written application to the
British Committee, Indion National Congress, 84-85, Palace
Chambers, Westminster, 8. .

JUST PUBLISHED, Svo.  10/6.

OCCASIONAL ESSAYS ON NATIVE
SOUTH INDIAN LIFE.

By STANLEY P. RICE,

Indian Civil Service.

To Pohtlcal Assocmﬂoﬁs theiary
oot BehieateSociotes,

Ete.,

otc.

o LECTURES and ADDRESSES
ON INDIAN AFFAIRS.

The British Commiftee of the Indian National
fSongress (84 & 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster,
8.W.), is in a position to offer to Political Associations,
Literary Societies, Ethical Soccieties, etc., etec., the
services of Indian gentlemen, well qualified to place
before an audience the facts relating to the condition
of India and its people.

No charge will be made for the services of speakers
with whom e: gements are made through the British
Committes,

na
DZa

Associstions or iddividuals desiring to arzenie
meetings on Indian questions are requested to com-
municate with the Secretary as below:—

BRITISH COMMITTEE of the
INDIAN NATIONAZL CONGRESS,
84 & 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.

DR, T. N. GHOSE’S

PRECTORAL BALSS M,
A BOO\T TO SUFFERERS FROM ALL DISORDERS AND
MPLAINTS OF THE LUNGS AND CHEST.

Fe: Gold in the Head, Coughs, Hoarseness, Asthms,
Hooping Cough, Bromchitis, Sore Throat.

©2. W. VENOR sayz: “I have used it myself and prescribed it for many

patients, azd ean vory strongly racommend it for Brogolitis Astima, Indiges:

tiou. It will not cure Asthma o Inugeshnn bat a single dose T have .oumi

givea an immedinte relief.—81s6 !Imroh,

P. 0. GHOBE & 00., Nzw mecu. Harz, Muswoe,

The annual subscriptim (o 1. NDILA (post jree) 8 nine ohillings
Jor Buylomé (md siw rupees for Indie. Subscriptions are payabls
in ad or relaging o subscrip-
tons oy any other matter of business connected with INDIA,
should 4w ell cases be seni fo the MANAGER of INDIA,
84 «nd 88, Palace Qhambers, Westminster, London, 8.W. In
any commurdeation regerding coples of INDIA circulated in
Tndin, 4 i3 vequested that Subscribers be. referved ¢o both by
name and, by the number privted dn each cuse wpon She addressed
wroppers

Uhequess and Post Ofics Grdora payoable to W. Doucras HATL.,

Copies of LNDIA cun be obtained jrom the Offices o) the
Paper; from Mzr. Exzior Broer, Puatervoster Row, Londom,
E.0.; and to ordey of any Raihway Reokstall,

Punwd by A, Bovwgn, 1| & 9 Taok's Conrt, Lumndn H.aL, Py
the Propristors ut 84 0ad 85, Palace i MR ied

r, B,
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