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NOTES AND NEWS.

print on another page a letter which Sir William

‘Wedderburn, M.P., addressed a few days ago to
the President of the Liberal Association in Banffshire, the
constituency which Sir William represents in the House of
Commons. Readers of Inprs did not need to be told that
if the Chairman of the Indian Parliamentary Committee
believed a certain policy to be ‘““morally wrong” he would
shirk no opportunity of refusing to have part or lot in
it. On each of the three occasions in the recent short
Session of Parliament upon which members of the House
of Commons were required to approve or to protest
against Mr. Chamberlain’s war with the Transvaal, Sir
William Wedderburn was among the few who consistently
discharged the duty, unpopular as it is for the moment,
of protesting. In the letter which is printed elsewhere
he gives his reasons for his votes. They are summed up
in two sentences. If the war was “morally wrong” in
August how did it become ‘‘ politically right’’ in October ?
““ How could I vote for the continuance of a war which I
regarded as immoral and unwise? ”

That Sir William Wedderburn and the handful of
members who did their duty with the same thoroughness
should be reviled by the Rhodesian journals was, of
course, to be expected. That is the only compliment that
critics like the Zimes have it in their power to pay to men
who, no matter what the consequences may be, refuse to
palter with their principles. To such critics the politician
who at a time of popular excitement asks not ¢ By what
ingenuity can I, if only for twenty-four hours, identify
myself with the clamour of the noisiest section of the
public?” but only “ What ought I to do?” appears at
best eccentric and at worst a bad citizen. So much the
worse for the critics. But their criticisms are taken as
read. It is, however, noteworthy that, amid the ¢ cross-
currents ” of the time, even in a Scottish Liberal constitu-
ency the feeling excited by the war should be such as
to cause one of the local associations to pass a resolution
disapproving of a vote in the House of Commons which
was a protest against the war. This feeling is no doubt
due in part to the fact that Banffshire is the cradle and
home of the gallant Gordon Highlanders, whose splendid
heroism is worthy of a better cause. We trust that when
men’s minds have become calmer a different view may be
taken. Meantime it is of importance to India to know
fully what course has been adopted in this crisis by
independent members of Parliament connected with her
interests.

“There is much to make British Indian officialdom
enyious in the retrospect of Mysore affairs in 1898-1899,”
says the Madras Mail, rivalling the praises of the Zemes of
India, referred to in our last issue. It must be allowed
that there is ample justification for the remarks of these
important Anglo-Indian journals, when it is remembered
that in spite of decreased income and increased expenditure
due to the plague, there has been hardly any disturbance
of the financial equilibrium, owing to the “magnificent
surplus of 160 lakhs, nearly a whole yeai’s revenue,
carried forward from the previous year. But there is
much else for which Mysore is enviable.

The fact that strikes the critic in British territory most is the
apparent ease with which new notions are put into execution in
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Mysore. An idea is started—most often in British territory, by the
Government of India or by 2 local Government—and while it is still
only an idea, and passing through the elaborate and complicated
machinery of discussion and report that is the chief characteristio of
our Secretariats, it is taken up by the simpler machinery of Mysore
and passed through as a concrete measure of reform within a few
months, maybe.

And remember that this is done by Indian officials—men
whose capacity for government and administration is too
often denied and ridiculed, if they happen to be on British
territory and in the service of the Crown. If Indians can
do 80 well in the highest posts in Mysore, why should they
not do equally well in the highest posts of British India ?

But the Madras Ma:l, misled by Sir Henry Fowler,
thought it had found a blot in the Mysore administration,
and' has had in a subsequent issue to do penance. Here
is the original passage :—

Probably the greatest defect of Mysore administration would be

found to be its comparative costliness which probably acecounts for
the rate of taxation in Mysore being so much above the same in
British India, as Sir Henry Fowler pointed out in the House of
Commons some years ago.
But those who follow Sir Henry in Indian matters are
sure to go wrong. The Madras Mail candidly acknow-
ledges that the Mysore authorities succeeded in proving
that Sir Henry was mistaken. Instead of the taxation
per head of population being Rs.3 in Mysore to Rs.2'4 in
Madras, as the ex-Secretary of State for India averred,
the real figures are Rs.3:27 for Madras and 3:04 for
Mysore, or if Forest Revenue and Municipal taxes be
taken into account, Rs.3:38 for Madras and 3 37. for
Mysore. Even on the bare figures, then, the advantage
is with Mysore. But the Madras Mail, in common with
most other Anglo-Indians, is not so ready to acknowledge
that this is only a part of the advantage. Of the taxation
raised in Mysore, practically the whole is spent in the
country ; of the taxation raised in Madras a considerable
part goes to England, as ““ Home Charges” or in other
ways ; so that, even if the taxation in Mysore were higher,
it might still have the better bargain, in that it had to
pay no tribute to Europe.

Some little time ago the inhabitants of Dublin were
thrown into a state almost of panic by an announcement
that for the future the promotion of policemen would
depend on the number of arrests and convictions due to
their energy. It was pointed out that this was to put a
premium on the invention of crime by the police, if the
supply of actual crime should fall short, and that it
was to discourage prevention and to encourage false
accusations and perjury. In a very few days the
obnoxious circular was withdrawn. DBut India® is less
fortunate even than Ireland. In spite of protests, statistics
have continued to be the standard of police merit. But
Sir Antony MacDonnell, whose good sense we have often
had occasion to admire, speaks out strongly on this matter
in his review of the police administration report for the
United Provinces. Here is what he says:

The Lieut t-Governor that he attaches small import-

ance to these calculations. They are a better index to bad than to
good work. They fail altogether to take count of the work which
should be most highly valued—the work which prevents the commis-
sion of crime. Excellent work was done during the year in prevent-
ing violent crime in the ia District; yet these arithmetical
curiosities assign to the District & conspicucusiy low place in the
so-called order of merit.
“Yet,” as the Hindu says, ‘‘ the policeman continues to
earn his rise by running in helpless people within his
clutches somehow—without any sort of check from the
Government.”

The Hindu returns to the case of the Tinnevelly rioters.
It asks: If the excited feeling in the district was a reason
for suppressing trial by jury, was it right to leave if
entirely to the local police to collect evidence and get up
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cases? Further, everywhere in India the police are anxious
to secure convictions, A correspondent of the Hindu
declares that men are being sent for trial with hardly any
enquiry, and that mischief-makers and blackmailers are
having a grand time. Moreover, so few judges are at
present available to try the prisoners, over a thousand in
number, that if they are to have a fair trial the proceed-
ings must last for months, and many remain untried in
gaol for long periods. Our centemporary continues :—

But there is a greater cruelty than this—it is putting them on
trial in large numbers before a single judge. And that is what the
Government is permitting to be done at Tinnevelly. The Sikavasi
outrage was no doubt one single incident in the riots. But as many as
ninety-three men have been put up for trial in connexion with it, and
each one must bave his own defence to make. If so, how can each
pri get a satisfactory hearing when all of them are put on trial
together ?
The Hindu suggests that they should be tried in batches of
ten or twelye. The Government generously assigned two
Elenders to the prisoners, but what can these do if they

ave to defend ninety-three persons at once ? Finally our
contemporary, recalling how the name of Manomohan
Ghose is still cherished in many a village of Bengal,
appeals to the more prosperous of the local pleaders to
give their services to the poor prisoners.

The Natus, still confined to the plague-stricken district
of Belgaum, are not forgotten by the people of India.
Several leading citizens of Trichinopoly, we learn from the
Mindu, have determined to start a popular agitation in
favour of the Natus’ liberation, and have to that end
addressed a letter to the delegates of the Southern Group
of Municipalities assembled there to elect a member of
the Madras Legislative Council. As our contemporary
says, this shows that neither distance nor difference of
language and manners can prevent Indians from uniting
when the liberty of the subject is threatened. This is one
of the great results of British rule, and it is one that the
rulers of India must take into account.

‘We print this week a letter from Mr. M. K. Gandhi, so
well known as the champion of the Indians in Natal,
announcing that the Government of that colony has
suspended the rules under the Act against Indian
immigration in favour of refugees from the Transvaal.
The case, indeed, of the Indians was extraordinary.
Expelled from the Transvaal with other subjects of the
Queen at the outbreak of the war, they found themselves
denied access to Natal (the only colony within easy reach)
unless they knew a European language or paid a deposit
of ten pounds, conditions which the majority could not
fulfil. Those who had to fly by Delagoa Bay found
themselves stranded in that pestilential climate, as the
Natal Government had warned the shipping companies
not to bring Indian passengers to Durban. This warning
has now been withdrawn and the deposit is now no longer
required. But the Indians are given to understand that
their stay must only be temporary. It is, however, to be
hoped that the Act will never again be enforced in its
rigour. The greater part of the Colony has been saved
from invasion by troops which have been drawn from
India, and have been for years supported and kept in
efficiency at the expense of the Indian taxpayer. It will
be & crying scandal, worse than all that has gone before,
if in the future the people of Natal should diseriminate
against their Indian fellow-subjects.

The Zribune, while welcoming the discussion of the
present position of the Moslem community at the forth-
coming Mahometan Educational Conference, thinks that
what is needed is not the passing of a resolution, as is
suggested in some quarters, deploring that ‘a mnation
which once held the reins of this great empire is now
deprived by the existing Power of even a subordinate
share in the government.” Tt objects that in the first
Elace the poorer Mahometans, always the majority, can

ardly be said ever to have held the reins of government.
‘What is really wanted is that the Moslems of India should
fit themselyes for the new position in which they find
themselves by assimilating the spirit of the West, without
losing what is best in the spirit of the East—a hard task,
no doubt, but ene that the Zribune itself is doing its best
to prove possible. Moreover, Hindu and Moslem, since in
the main they suffer from the same evils, would do ell to

make common cause; and here, too, the Zribune setg am:
example which all should follow.

Lord George Hamilton, in his speech on the last Indian
budget, tookgfor his text the wonderful recovery of India
after the last great famine. The C?mmgum', now that
Tndia is threatened with another famine, enquires how far
agriculture has really recovered from the effects of the
terrible year, 1896-1897. It finds, on looking at the
figures, that the recovery has been far from complete.
Comparing the year 1897-98 with the year 1893-94, it
finds a diminution in the area under cultivation of 4:6 per
cent., and in the number of ploughs of 6:6 per cent. The
rayat has thus to till a larger acreage with each plough,
though the acreage under cultivation is smaller. If the
same years be taken for comparison, the loss in agricultural
cattle was even greater. India is to-day poorer in
agricultural bulls and bullocks by 10:08 per cent., il cows
by 20-63 per cent. and in young stock by 20:66 per cent.
Thus the loss in young stock is the greatest, yet it is on
young stock that the hope of full recovery depends. If
we take into review all the years from 1893 to 1898, the
situation seems even worse than the Champion asserts, for
two movements, both downhill, become apparent. The
first is a very slow but steady movement of diminution, to
he recognised even in comparatively good years; and the
second, the big drop in the famine year, only partially, or
not at all, made up in the supposed year of recuperation,
1897-98. The Champion, in the face of this terrible-
condition of things, suggests that the Government would
do more good by assisting the rayat to procure cattle than
by making laws to limit the alienation of land.

We are glad to see that the municipality of Nagpur is
able to present a most creditable report for the past year,
during which municipalities have been put on their mettle.
The most important source of revenue is the octroi, which
yields 73 per cent. of the whole ; and water rate and‘ con-
servancy cess bring in a considerable part of the remainder,
despite difficulties of collection. There is thus a lack of
elasticity in the revenue, which places obstacles in the way
of an improvement of the water supply, and of the con-*
struction of a proper system of drainage. Both these
projects have been brought into prominence by the visita-
tion of plague, but they may not be unduly pressed after
all, in consequence of the excellent way in which-the
plague was stamped out. The municipality appears to have
taken prompt and drastic action, so that the plague carried
off but few victims, and occasioned but littlé trouble to the
inhabitants. “As the operations were undertaken sym-
pathetically and with consideration for the feelings of the
people,” says the Bombay Gazsife, ““there was no unrest,
and the officers were able to carry out their arduous work
in complete accord with the population.” Here, then, is
yet another admirable example of that strangely un-
common commodity, common sense in administration.

Still the plague has effected a fresh lodgment, probably
with the assistance of the famine. The local leaders of
opinion have not dome much for ingculation, so that this
form of prevention will not prove of any great account.
The municipal officers, however, are reported to be acting
with their former enmergy and efficiency. The poorer
classes are severely tried by the inevitable suffering con-
sequent on the pressure of famine, notwithstanding the
activity of the local administration in providingegelief
works. It is most satisfactory to learn that the European
residents of the station have responded handsomely %o an
appeal for subscriptions in aid. The right kind of feeling
seems happily to prevail, which is all important towards
an early deliverance from the combined scourges. The
severity of the visitations is unpleusantly indicated by the
occupation of the.law courts with cases of murder and
dacoity. After all, the unanimity of sentiment gives the
valuable support of courage and hopefulness in calamity.

A writer in the Bombay Gazctte regards it as a “ queer
freak of sentiment” that a Hindu paper should protest
indignantly against the municipal slaughter of stray pariah
dogs, which ““share with us the wonderful mystery of
existence, and have the same capacity for happiness and
suffering as we ourselves with all our boasted superiority.”
‘When the Hindu paper suggests ‘life-long imprisonment’" .
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as suflicient, the Bombay writer thinks it mighty smart to
agk, ¢ why not carry the notion a little further, and add
trial by jury?” The writer forgets that we have in
London dogs’ homes, and even a dogs’ cemetery. But the
point would not be worth notice except as an illustration
of the thickness of British cuticle, and the hopeless in-
capacity of understanding Hindu feeling.

Lord Curzon displayed great anxiety to have his
Punjab Tand Alienation Bill well considered and criti-
cised by the public before it should be passed into law.
Why was not like anxiety displayed in the case of the
Punjab Oourts Bill? And why is so little attention
paid to the eriticisms of the public on all Bills—for
example, on the Calcutta Municipal Bill? It seems
scarcely worth anybody’s while to pass an opinion on
any Bill when such opinion will he disregarded if it
happens not to jump with the views of the authoritics.
This Punjab Courts Bill created lively interest in the
province, and memorials were presented on behalf of (1)
the citizens of Lahore, (2) the Punjab Chief Court Bar
Association, and (3) the Committee of the Indian Associa-

" tion, Lahore. These memorials dealt with points of
substance on practical grounds of argument, and the
represented the opimions of men that understood the
working of such a measure in every aspect. They may,
indeed, fairly be taken as the unanimous sense of the
community on the matters in issue. Yet, in spite of the
professed anxiety of the Government for gnidance on the
practical side of their legislative schemes, the Bill was
passed info an Act precisely as if the people most
Interested in its provisions had mnever taken the slightest
notice of it. This contempt for public opinion is only
emphasised by professions of a desire to know what people
think of legislative proposals. It would really be much
better to drop the farce and proceed by the honest route
of frank despotism.

The statement of Objects and Reasons alleged that
second appeals had become so numerous “as to keep the
Chief Court in arrears and to mecessitate the continual
services of additional judges,” and affirmed that  the
object aimed at i to give effect to the joint proposals of
the Liocal Government and the judges of the Chief Court,
who are at length agreed on a method of curtailing the
number of second appeals, which, under the law as it
stands, is admitted on all sides to offer to an abnormally
litigious population an undesirable incentive to excessive
litigation.” " Now, of course, excessive litigation is a
mischievous thing, which wise legislators have always
devised means of remedying. But first it is necessary to
see that the litigation is excessive—that the population is
‘‘abnormally litigious.” It cannot be maintained that
the Punjab people are by nature * abnormally litigious ” ;
they are mot ome whit more ready to rush info court than
their neighbours of the North-West Provinces, for example.
At the same time, they are undoubtedly very prompt to
have recourse to the law, and they do fight their cases out
as long as a rupee remains in their money-bags. The
thing, then, is to find out precisely where the mischief lies,
and to apply the appropriate remedy. Some 53 per cent.
of the Punjab people are purely agricultural or pastoral,
and the land is mainly held by small proprietors cultivating
their own little patches, whereas elsewhere the land is
held by considerable zemindars, the mass of the people
being  their tenants and labourers. Further, the small
Punjab proprietors are generally poor and in debt;
alienutions of land are, therefore, more frequent ; and the
customary law enables reversioners and heirs to contest
almost every alienation. Such is the mischief. How,
then, to amend it? Obviously, by repeal of Section 40 of
the: Punjab Courts Act, 1884, and assimilation of the
Punjab law of appeal to the general daw laid down in
Chapter XTIT of the Civil Procedure Code. The people
seem ripe for such a change, and it would not involve, as
the mew Act does, the deprivation of a right of appeal in
proper cases, which is sure to create just discontent.

The method adopted in the Act is suffictently simple.
The Act merely raises the pecuniary limits of further
appeal. Thus, in small causes no further appeal will lie
unless the value of the suit is at least Rs.1,000; in land
suits, unless the value is at least Rs.250; and in unclassed
suits, unless the value is at least Rs. 1,000. And there is

a0 further appeal at all on the costs merely in small
causes whatever the value of the suit; or in land suits
unless the value is Rs. 1,000 or upwards ; or in unclassed
suits unless the value is Rs. 2,500 and upwards. Obviously,
this implies super-excellent judges, or the alternative of
serious injustice. Contrast the new position in the Punjab
with the position in (say) the North-West Provinces.
There, under the Code of Civil Procedure, an appeal lies
to the High Court in all cases, except small causes under
Rs.500, on any of the following grounds:—

() The decision being contrary to some specified law or usage

having the force of law; (4) the decision having failed to determine
some material issue of law or usage having the force of law ; (c) a
substantial error or default in the procedure, as prescribed by this
Oode, which may possibly have produced error or default in the
decision of the case upon the merits.
If the Punjab people are poorer, that seems mno valid
reason why they should be more stinted in opportunities
of obtaining justice. The argument rather tells the
other way.

The memorialists refer to the Report on the Adminis-
tration of Civil Justice in the Punjab for 1897, and cite
therefrom the average money value of suits during that

Y | year. The figures are :—
Rs. a. p.
1. Suits for money or moveable property e (L T4 10
28 Tnnd i 050 g A
3. For other immoveable property (i.c., unclassed
suits 26 S e e s L2222
4. Other suits .. w347 1o

‘What follows ? Plainly, “ that in by far the vast majority
of small cause and unclassed suits instituted in the Punjab,
a litigant will, under the alterations proposed, be deprived
of a right of appeal on questions of law, usage, oOr
procedure, to that tribunal which is best able to decide
such questions.” As to land suits, in which the peculiarity
of the Province really lies, the Punjab Chief Court Bar
Association males an important criticism ;—

The 7eal value of land is known to be about three times its value for
Jurisdictional purposes (an arbitrary valuation fixed at thirty times its
Teyenue), and consequently if the limit for purposes of further appeal
is fixed at Rs. 250, there will be no further appeal in a land suit
unless the actual value of the land happens to exceed Rs.750. In
view of this difference between the actual value of land and its value
for jurisdictional purposes, and having regard to the fact that in the
Punjab agricultural holdings are small, we would respectfully suggest
that the limits proposed should be reduced to Rs. 100 in cases where
lower Courts disagree ; and Rs. 250 in cases where the lower Courts
agree.

The suggestion was a most reasonable and temperate one,
but of course unavailing.

‘We are not sure that the memorialists do not rather
minimise the effect of Section 70, which empowers the
Chief Court to call for the record of any case not appeal-
able to it. This revisional power the Chief Court may
exercise in two sets of circumstances :—

() If the Court by which the case was decided appears to haye
exercised a jurisdiction not vested in it by law, or to have failed to
exercise a jurisdiction so vested, or to have acted in the exercise of
its jurisdiction with material irregularity ; or,

(0) if, on application made to if, the Chief Court is of opinion that
there is a question of law or custom and of general interest involved.
The application under clause () must be made within
thirty days from the date of order whereby the applicant
is aggrieved, unless on sufficient cause shown. Still, this
revisional power is but trifling compensation for the new
restrictions of the Act, and it seems strange that both the
right of appeal and the powers of revision in the Punjab
should not have been placed on the same wide basis asin the
rest of British India. Appended to the revisional power
is an extremely shabby pecuniary deterrent: “The litigant
of the Punjab, who applies to the Chief Court for arevision
order, is compelled in' cases the value of which exceeds
Rs. 25 to pay a court fee such as would be leviable if his
application were in reality a memorandum of appeal,
while in other richer parts of India a Rs. 2 stamp suffices,”
and “the Chief Court has added a further burden to this
by ruling that no application for revision will be heard
until security for costs has been filed.” That is to say,
“ the litigant is subjected to more than the disadvantages
of an appeal without enjoying any of the benefits.”” Not
only has the Government thrown away a capital opportunity
of assimilating the Liaws of Procedure throughout British
India, but it has laid the foundation of hardships that are
bound to be fruitful in discontent.
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LORD LYTTON’S INDIAN ADMINISTRATION.!

IN the pious task of vindicating her father’s career as

Viceroy of India, Lady Betty Balfour has had only a
partial success. He appears no doubt in these pages as
an amiable and sincere man, not without high thoughts
and generousfeelings, a warm friend and a loyal colleague.
A1l this his most severe critics have been willing to allow.
But the impression left by the book is net one of strength,
nor of success. Many turns of thought suggest that the
carcer of a man of letters would have been more congenial
to him than that of a statesman, Asfor those who dis-
liked his policy twenty years ago, there is little in these
pages to make them change their opinion now. Viewed
in the light of official correspondence, the situation may
seem more difficult than was believed at the time,
and Tord Tytton is entitled to any benefit that that fact
may give him. But in its main outlines the situation was
sufficiently well known then, and the judgments then
delivered are not likely to be reversed. In foreign affairs
his administration will always be remembered for his
interference in Afghanistan ; in home affairs for his attacle
on the liberty of the press. There is something timely in
the issue of this hook just after an era in which the
““forward ” policy has been supreme, and while India is
still in the throes of reaction. Yet there was one other act
of Lord Lytton’s which has obtained an enduring remem-
brance among the people he governed—the *TFuller?”
minute on the insufficient punishment of Europeans for
killing or assaulting Indians still keeps his name in kindly
recollection. Lady Betty Balfour begins her history with
great professions of impartiality. But it is difficult to
credit them when it is found that the ¢“TFuller’” minute is
passed by while the ““forward” policy and the Vernacular
Press Act are discussed at great length and justified with
much warmth.

To his relations with Afghanistan more than half the
book is devoted. He is put forward as the real author of
that ““forward policy ” which, whatever its other effects,
has been fraught with so much bloodshed and financial
disaster. Tow far it succeeded in Tord Lytton’s hands
will probably always be a matter of dispute. There are
not wanting signs that the Ministry of Tiord Beaconsfield
looked on India and her frontier policy as mere pawns in
the great game that they were playing against Russia in
TBurope. Nor is it denied that Tiord Lytton was the willing
agent of the British Government in this policy and gloried
that his successes in Afghanistan had given a point or two
to the British side at Constantinople or Berlin, That his
policy was a real and permanent success it is difficult to
see. There was one obvious failure at the beginning ; for
it is always & failure for a statesman who sets out to effect
his purpose without war to have toresort to that extremity.
That such a failure overtook Lord Lytton his own words
show : —

- - - Ineither desire a war with Afghanistan nor contemplate any
step likely to provoke it. But every one who has had the slightest
experience in the t of 1 ional relati must be
aware that there are a thousand ways of influencing the conduct of
yourneighbours without going to war with them ; and of augmenting,
or enforcing, the external power of a State without recourse to arms.
Nor is reckless action the only alternative to reckless inactivity.

Yet not one of these thousand ways succeeded, and Tord
Lytton had to have recourse to arms—mnot onee—but twice
or even fhrice.

But this was not the only failure. An attempt to force
an embassy on Sher Ali, who had already received one
from Russia, haying failed, his country was invaded and
he himself driven into exile. His imprisoned son became
Amfr, and Sir Touis Cavagnari was sent as British enyoy
to Kabul. The terrible vesult is well known. But the
confident letter which Sir Louis wrote four days before the
massacre shows in what a fool's paradise he and the
Government of India w:re living.” The envoy, indeed,
Was 0ot 50 igmorant of Lis own countrymen as of the
Afghans, for he wrote:—

I am afraid there is no denying the fact that the British public
require a blunder and a huge disaster to excite their interest,
Three days later, on September 2, Cavagnari telegraphed,
€“All well.” The next day he and all his escort were
massacred. TLiord Lytton always believed that the Amfr
Yakub Khan was in the conspiracy, but the Commission

! ““The History of Lord Lytton’s Indian Administration, 1876-

1880.” By Lady Betty Balfour. ILongmans, Green, and 0.
London, New York, and Bombay. i) i :

which investigated the affair took & more lenient View.
However that may be, there was evidently some ground:
for the old Amir’s dislike to receive an embassy from
India at Kabul, It became evident, too, that if we were
to have peace, to say nothing of friendship, with Afghan-
istan, it was necessary to make the Afghans clearly
understand that we had no design of interfering with
their internal affairs. J ;

Thus Lord Lytton, having set out on this perilous road
with the intention of asserting British influence without
war, found himself involved in two successive invasions of
Atfghanistan, and having made a great point of the re-
ception of a British embassy at Kabul, had the misfortune
to see his envoy murdered and a strong national feeling
aroused against the English, But this did not exhaust
the tale of his failures. He decided for a weak
Afghanistan and the separation of Kandahar from Kabul.
But the puppet sovereign set up at the former place could
only be kept on the throne by British bayonets, and in
defending him our troops were defeated at Maiwand.
Eventually we were glad enough to leave Afghanistan to
whoever could get hold of its government—even to Abdur

Réhman, who had been for years the guest of the.

Russians. Furthermore—but this was after Lord Lytton’s
departure—ie allowed him to take possession of Kandahar
as well. That the ¢forward” policy had not still more
digastrous results is due chiefly to the unexpected abilities
shown by Abdur Rihman, who has established a strong
Afghanistan, the very thing TLord Lytton attempted to
prevent. Meantime for this excursion into the great arena
of international politics, whero Russia plaged for the
inheritance falling from Turkey’s grasp, India had to pay
over twelve millions sterling. In addition five millions
were paid by England. Considering what we have seen
since, we may think that the originators of the ‘forward?”
policy were less ungenerous than their successors. Yot
even though only a part of the cost was borne by India,
that was sufficient, combined with famine, to disarrange
her finances, and hamper Lord Lytton’s schemes for re-
mitting taxation. :

To turn mow to the internal affairs of India, it is in-

evitable that the subject which most fixes the attention is
the Vernacular Pross Act, though it had an inglorious
life and an early death. It is very remarkable, however,
that the Viceroy did not ground his defence of the measure,
as most of its other supporters did, on the alleged inculca-
tion of race hatred in the Indian journals. We read, on
the contrary, that he
made almost exclusive muse of those extracts which deal with the
English as afraid of Russia, as defeated without a fight by Russia,
as rapidly to be driven out of India by Russia. The selection of
these extracts indicates that danger to the Empire was the dominant
thought in his mind.
So thati the measure appealed to its author on grounds
which have ceased to enter into the practical politics of the
day. . Another thing which appears clearly from the dis-
cussions of the time is that the Indian Government was
very far from heing certain that the law on seditious
writings was that which has since been laid down in the
trial of Mr. Tilak.

It fell to Lord Lytton to take part in many great
events while he was in India, and it would be unjust to
deny that in some of these he bore himself well. The
grand pageant when the Queen was proclaimed Empress
of India showed that he had in him the makings of a fine
Couri Chamberlain. In the terrible famine which deso-
lated Southern Tndia he evinced much good s8ase in
dealing with the actual distress, even if he was toomuch
inclined to look to railways and other means of mini mising
the effects of famine rather than to improvements in the

position of the rayafs which would prevent scarcities -

developing into famines. He also made seyeral attempts
to alleviate the taxation of India, notably in the case of
the salt tax. His repeal of the cotton duties, which he left
incomplete, is moticeable for the cynical franknegs with
which his Finance Minister repudiated the idea that his
first duties were to the people of India. Sir John Strachey
said.

We are often. told that it is the duty of the Government of India to
think of Indian interests alone, and that if the interests of Manchester
suffer it is no affair of ours. For my part, T utterly repudiate such
doctrines. T have not ceased to' be an: Englishman because I have
passed the greater part of my life in India, and have become a
member of the Indian Government.

This is alien rule with a vengeance !
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When one looks back on the work of Lord Lytton as
“Vigeroy, it can hardly be denied that it lacked the element
of permanence even more than that of most Indian states-
men. Of his failures in Afghanistan we have already
spoken. The Vernacular Press Act was hardly ever put in
ration, and was soon repealed. Even his reduction of
e salt duties has not been maintained. The great work
of his successor, Lord Ripon, in founding the free munici-
,Bﬁitie's of India has lasted longer; and if it is now
eatened with reversal, he is at least sure of an abiding
place in the hearts of the Indian people. That Lord
Lytton never obtained.

“MORAL SUASION.”

HE difficulties that beset the British administration of
India are legion, and they are strangely exacerbated
and cémplicated by British administrators, especially in
recent years. Why it is that our representatives prefer
the rough and thorny path it is bootless to speculate; but
it is not easy to suppose that the reason is that they are
unaware of the existence of plain and easy paths. The
secret of managing the Natives of India’ was perfectly
well known to elder generations of British representatives
in India, and the profit of practising it is written large in
the records of history. More than half a century ago it
was expressed by Colonel Best Jervis, out of the fulness of
experience, in these terms: * to treat them as they are—
as intelligent, open to reason, and perfectly reconciled to
any reasonable purpose made plain to their under-
standings.” The only marvel seems to be that such an
open secret should ever have been converted into a
mystery. Why, it may be asked, should it ever occur to
an official to treat Indians as not intelligent, as not open
to reason, as not practical enough to follow a course that
they are satisfied is the right one? If the Indiaus really
do produce such an impression on the British mind, they
must form an extremely peculiar community, extra-
ordinarily transformed under the “civilising” influences
of British domination. But everybody knows that the old
estimate expressed by Jervis is the very truth of the
matter, and the sources of official contempt and high-
handedness must be sought elsewhers than in the nature
of the Indian populations. The fact is that the main fault
Lies on the ruling side.

One is therefore always gratified to find a public re-
cognition of the old principle on the part of an Indian
official of eminence. Men of real grit, like Sir Antony
MacDonnell and Mr. H. J. 8. Cotton, not merely recognise
it in their speeches, but are so permeated with it that it
informs every act of their administration. Hence, in large
measure, their conspicuous success, as well as their notable
popularity. The consequence is the most natural and
nevitable thing in the world. The amazing circumstance
seems to be that other officials should not imitate such
shining examples, were it only on grounds of the merest
selfishness. We are greatly pleased to observe that Lord
Curzon has publicly set his seal on this method of moral
suasion. “The campaign against the plague,” he said at
Bombay on November 9, “I know from experience, if it
is to be successful, cannot be a campaign of compulsion,
and can only be a campaign of moral suasion.” And two
days later, at a public meeting in Poona, * Let no effort
be spared,” he said, in reference to the practice of inocula-
tion, “to win by persuasion that which you cannot extort
by force.” Tord Curzon could not have said a wiser
word. The astounding thing is that it should ever have
been necessary for him to say it at all. In consonance
with all this, we must remember that already he had
himself shown an example by submitting to inoculation.
Nor should it be forgotten that the theory of moral
suasion is mot now picked up for the first time by the
Viceroy. At the Etonian dinner, before he went out to
take up the reins of government, he affirmed “that it is
only by regard for the people’s feelings, by respect for
their prejudices—I will even go so far,” he said, * as to
say by deference to their scmpﬁ;s—that we can obtain the
acquiescence as well as the submission of the governed.”
Submission without acquiescence is mnot worth having.
Acqui sup submission ; and Surely the price
-of acquiescence is light in the extreme.

‘We should hope that Lord Curzon’s example and precept
awill not fail of effect, and that it will be extended to

all parts of the British administration of India. “If only
all Viceroys and all persons in authority had acted up to ™’
Lord Curzon’s profession at the Etonian dinner—so we
wrote on November 4, 1898 (Ixpis, vol. x, p. 244)—*“how
much misery and suffering might have heen saved!” We
now endorse that reflection and extend it to the future, in
the trust that allegiance to the principle of moral suasion
will save much misery and suffering in the coming years.
Lord Cuxrzon very appropriately repeated his confession of
faith at Bombay and Poona. In both these cities the
neglect of his principles stirred up the populations to re-
fractoriness, imsubordination, and even riot. The rigid
insistence on hated methods of examination and segrega-
tion afforded a melancholy proof of the hopelessness, as
well as of the heartlessness, of running counter to the
natural feelings and the traditional customs and habits of
the people. On the other hand, the plague administration
of General Gatacre at Bombay, and of Colonel Creagh at
Poona remains on record as a startling contrast to the
plague administration of other officials, and a conclusive
confirmation of the principle of moral suasion. What is
so-difficult to understand is why there should ever have
been any attempt to dragoon the populations into the
adoption of British theories in the teeth of their customary
practices and their religious convictions, and that, too,
often under circumstances of personal insult. The relief
of the tension in the middle of last year by the issue of
new plague regulations for Bombay and Madras in a more
sympathetic spirit testified markedly to the folly of
crude measures of force and to the value of intelligent
consideration. But why on earth should the community
and the Government ever have been set by the ears at
all ?

The plague, however, is not the only matter to which
the principle of moral suasion needs to be applied. There
is, indeed, no part of the legislative or administrative work
of the Government in which it is not to be observed. Now
it is not easy to follow the mind of Government and to dis-
cern a consistent allegiance to the principle. At one time
Lord Curzon intimates his great anxiety to learn the public
opinion on this or that Bill before his Legislative Council
—say the Punjab Land Alienation Bill; but will he
respect it? For we see how he hurries through other
Bills, not a whit less important in their own sphere—say
the Punjab Chief Courts Bill—without the slightest regard
to professional or general opinion. Such a course of pro-
cedure, however conformable to the exigencies of Simla
life, is sufficiently perplexing to the people that live lower
down in the world, and who have to bear in their persons
and in their estates the operations of hasty or one-sided
legislation., Take, again, that disastrously conspicuous
example of legislation in the face of the population—the
Calcutta Municipal Act. Here was a case where the whole
argument of the authorities was contested point by point,
and in the opinion of unbiassed outsiders conclusively
overthrown—a case where the citizens of Calcutta went all
but solid against the proposed changes in the law, and the
large majority of the elected Commissioners resigned their
seats in a body—a case of thoroughgoing antagonism be-
tween Government and people. We cannot but ask Lord
Curzon in what particular was regard shown for the
people’s feelings, or respect for their prejudices, or
deference to their scruples, or in what way were their
arguments met ? If such be the only means whereby “ we
can obtain the acquiescence aswell as the submission of
the governed,” we can only infer that the Government is
sometimes content with submission, and cares nothing for
acquiescence. Yet it is impossible to suppose that Lord
Curzon intends to restrict the principle of moral suasion
to the plague administration solely. On comparison of his
own profession with the acts of the supreme and the local
Governments, and with the general attitude of British
officials, we can only infer how strangely difficult it is
even for a Viceroy to impart currency to the most obyiously
practical principle of government and administration.

It would be easy enough to set out a variety of other
examples of really serious importance where there has
been no thought of suasion on the part of officialdom—
examples with which our attentive readers cannot but be
familiar. Such cases all throw us back upon the funda-
mental question of the bearing of British officials towards
the Indian community. The profession of moral suasion
is totally futile—nay, it is many degrees worse than
futile—unless it be carried out consistently in the con-
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duct of the Government from the highest to the lowest
rung of the official ladder. The principle implies a
certain belief in the intelligence, reasonableness, and
amenability of the people to whom the appeal is addressed.
But, we must point out, it is a principle that cuts both
ways; it implies also knowledge, reasonableness, and
adaptability on the part of those that apply it. Again
and again we have insisted on the danger of the widening
gulf between the rulers and the ruled at the point of
E:rsonn] relations, a gulf that bars the rulers from essential

owledge of the feelings and opinions of the ruled. How
much is the danger, however, when the united con-
victions of the people are fully set forth to the Government
and enforced by irrefragable argument, as in the case of
the Calcutta Municipal Bill, and yet are trampled upon by
sheer unreasoning, overbearing force. It is a delicate
enterprise to use moral suasion when it suits you and to
neglect it when it does not suit you. In a word, Lord
Curzon is committed to the arduous labour of placing the
relations of rulers and ruled on the old footing of friend-
ship, reason, and common interest. If he succeeds in re-
calling officialism to this elementary position of common
gense and humanity, he will mark his Viceroyalty with
distinetion, as well as with beneficence. But unhappily
the lions in the way are multitudinous and fierce, and the
task of walking straight forward may be beyond the
strength and the courage of any one man. All that can be
done is to encourage Lord Curzon to go forward resolutely,
in the faith that in no possible event can the principle of
moral suasion be other than honourable and advantageous
both to India and to Great Britain.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
LORD CURZON’S RECENT UTTERANCES.

[Frox Ax IxpraN CORRESPONDENT.]
Bouzsay, October 28.

During the week there have been two weighty deliverances
by Lord Curzon. At the last meeting of the Legislative
Council at Simla, his lordship spoke words of the greatest
gympathy to the Indian people in connexion with the famine
which has again overtaken us. The speech was conceived in
that happy vein of which the Viceroy is a master, and inter-
spersed with many statesmanlike reflections which, if practically
carried out, would achieve great results for poor India. But it
is here that the rub comes in. A Viceroy's speech may be
conceived in the finest temper and uttered with the best of
motives. But unless he is another Dalhousie, and able to
convert his words into deeds—deeds which shall fructify for
the welfare of the country—it is futile to expect any good.
TFine words, and finer sympathy, with altruistie notions touch-
ing administration, bring no comfort to the homes of the lowly.
Nor do they bring bread to the hungry and the starving. I
repeat once more that the great problem which a Viceroy,
specially gifted with a power and a will to do good, has to
solve in this country is how to keep the population fairly fed.
That is the question. So many millions daily go to bed with
empty bellies, and so many more rise the next day hungry,
that he will be the greatest benefactor of the country who can
achieve the object of feeding the people. There is nothing so
dangerous, even to the best governed State, as the *‘rebellion
of the belly.”” In this connexion it may not be amiss to recall
a remarkably well conceived article which the Spectator wrote
in January, 1883, headed “The Great Danger of India.”
A copy of it might be respectfully dedicated to the Viceroy.
The writer predicted recurring famines if things were allowe:

to a land revenue policy that it is impossible to get relieved.
While sach an unnatural policy lasts, whatever official
optimists may ssy, it will happen that the number who go to
bed hungry every day must increase, while the land to be put
under food crops must prove insufficient for the daily
subsistence of a population increasing at the rate of two
millions per annum. Not all their famine codes, and not all
their land law palliatives will prevent famines which, providen-
tial visitations though they be, are not such as cannot be
greatly mitigated by human agency, especially by civilised
agency with illimitable resources like those of England. TItis
a matter of regret, therefore, to see Viceroy after Viceroy
indulging in platitudes on the subject which in no way
advance the problem towards the stage of solution.

More hopeful was the Resolution of Lord Curzon’s Govern-
ment in connexion with the late miscarriage of justice in the
Rangoon outrage case. It is a very dignified rebuke to
the army and to the authorities, civil and military, which=some-
how were not able to bring justice home to the culprits. The
Resolution has been received with great satisfaction. The source
of the satisfaction lies in the fact that justice after all has not
left the conscience of the Government of India. Tts spirit still
lingers there. This reyives hope in the breasts of Indians.

The last topic to which I will refer is the appointment,
just announced, of Sir Stafford Northeote to be Governor
of Bombay. There has been no time yet to ascertain
the opinion of the Presidency. Perhaps the more en-
lightened and critical parts of the population would have
been pleased if so experienced, able, and sympathetic an
administrator as Sir Antony MacDonnell had been rewarded
for his services in the North-West Provinces. How-
ever, the Ministry has to please the party as a whole; and,
as there are so many claimants for this piece of patronage, it is
not surprising that the son of a former Secretary of State
for India has been the lucky nominee—a Secretary of State
who is still remembered with feelings of gratitude and respect
by all India. Itis premature to pronounce any opinion on &
new appointment of this character. All that we can say
that we hope Sir Stafford Northcote may turn out a better
man every way than his two immediate predecessors.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL AND IN NATAL.
To the Editor of **Ixpia."”

Sir,—About a month ago, in forwarding a copy of the com-
munication to his Homour the British Agent at Pretoria on
behalf of British Indians in the Transvaal, it was my painful
duty to comment! somewhat bitterly on the refusal of the
Natal Government to afford relief to the Indian refugees from

1 The comments referred to were the following :—*‘ The Transvaal
is being cleared of its population as fast as possible, no less than
26,000 persons having left during the last few days. The prominent
members of the Uitlander Council, the editors of the English news-
papers in Johannesburg have also left. The largest houses in
Joh 2 have suspended their busi and sent away their
clerks and books beyond the border. If the Indians think of leaving
the Transvaal at such a time, it cannot be wondered at. They
naturally cannot go to Delagoa Bay, because of its ial climate ;
nor could they go to the Cape in any large numbers because of the
great distance, and the consequent heavy charges and the small
Indian population there. There are no public homes for them.
They haye to depend upon the help of private friends whom they
can find only in Natal. They have approached the Natal Goyvern-
ment with a view to obtain suspension of the Immigration Restriction
Act during the crisis. The reply received during the week was that
the Government had no power to do so under the Act. This is Fardly
correct, and in reply to a further communication they eay, ‘in the

f t or £ of the Immigration Restriction-Act

will be infl d b iderations of h i

to drift in India so far as agricultural matters were d
Population may press on the means of subsistence. But that
is no new phenomenon. It is to be witnessed everywhere.
India is no exception to the general rule. Population is not
growing in India at a higher rate than one per cent. per
annum, which is the general average. But India’s misfortune
is that it is governed by an extravagantly costly foreign
agency that demands an annual strain on the resources of its
producers which it is impossible it can continue to bear.
Every decade the burden grows heavier. This burden becomes
the more grievous owing to the large amount of national
wealth which is annually drained away, never to return.
Thus there is little capital, while this dismal economic drain
impairs the condition of the producers who, again, are yoked

the G t ¥ , and
will not seek, in the event of hostilities breaking out, to exercise its
powers or oppressively.’ This is good so far as
it but it does not give the relief that is required. To leave
after the actual hostilities commence may be impossible. The Govern-
ment have been further approached, and it remains to be seen what
they will do. I write'this to show how awful our position is in South
Africa. To find that British subjects cannot find shelter from danger
on a British soil is truly heartrending. The Natal Government would
seem to have done their best to shake the faith of the poor Indians in
British justice, and in the enchanting power of the phrase ¢ British
subject.’” Happily they do not represent the whole of the British
Empire. Strange as it may appear, a cablegram to-day announces
that, in reply to repeated representations from Natal, the Tmperial
Government have ordered the despatch of 10,000 troops from India
for the protection of Natal, which refuses to give temporary shelter
to the Indians from the Transvaal, to guard against which the above

troops are intended. Comment is superfiuous.”
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the entry of those that have not been i ly
Natal and do not know any of the European languages. ’I'he
certain rules under the Act whereby

Govemment have
rary permission to Indian visitors may be given on a

degoslt by the agphcmts of £10 each. The Government were

ed to suspend the deposit during the tension. Yielding to,
there is reason to believe, pressure from the British Agent, t.hey
graciously suspended the deposit. Another difficulty cropped
up in the meantime. Most of the refugees from Johannesb
availed themselves of the railway between that place an
Durban, but during the past few days that communication has
Deen cut off, and the refugees ]nve to go to Delagoa Bay, and
thence to Durban. Europ .g Delagoa
Bay in thousands, but as the ",

ing cry may came too late, but none the less it would be wrong
4o keep silence. Also I do not mymlf behuvaﬂntxtwuuldhlva
buntoohtstomnmmfml Indeed, even
ithout formal don, T am d that if the Duke of
Devonshire, or some other trusted British statesman, had been sent
uut as a Peace Commissioner, with the clear assurance that the
d of the T 1 would be respected, even at the
elevum.h hour the terrible consequences of this war might have been
averted.
The second vote I recorded was in favour of Mr. Stanhope’s
nmmdmmtmdmningthsmoﬂsinwhlchthnnegoﬁaﬁmhdm
conducted by the Cclomial Office. On this the case as

to circulars from the Government, have not been takmg any
Indian passengers, they would not in this instance also. The
-Government were, therefore, approached for relief in the
matter, and they have been pleased fo notify to the shipping
-companies that they may bring the Indian refugees from
Delagda Bay, on condition that they should take out temporary
passes on their landing, It was considered that it was due to
the Natal Government that this fact also should be as pro-
minently brought to your notice as their refusal. We once
again feel that, though in Natal, yet we are British subjects,
and that in time of danger the enchanting phrase has not, after
all, lost any of its charm. The attitude the Natal Government
have now taken up during the crisis is the silver lining to the
dark cloud that is hanging over our heads in Natal, as well as
other parts of South Africa. We only trust that the fellow-
feeling that has guided the Natal Government in its treatment
of the Indians during the crisis would be continued, even after
it is over, and that British subjects of all nationalities will be
allowed to remain, as they ought to be,in harmony and peace.

Though no native Indian troops have landed in Durban, the
Indians attgched to the troops from Indis have not failed to
extort the suppressed admiration of the Europeans.—Yours,
« M

ete., GANDHIL
Durban, October 14, 1899.

SIR W. WEDDERBURN,
IN SOUTH

M.P.,, AND THE WAR
AFRICA.

The following letter (whxch i3 referred to in “‘Notes and News ')
was addressed on November 2 by Sir W. Wedderburn, M.P., tnl(r
-A. R. Stuart, President of the B: Liberal Associati

Dear Mz. Stusrr,—My public meetings having been temponnly
postponed, will you allow me briefly to state to you, as President
-of the Banffshire Liberal Association, the main grounds for the
three votes which I recorded, in the recent short Session of Parlia-
ment, against the calamitous war now proceeding in South Africa.

Had this war been proposed only three months ago, few, I think,
of my constituents would have approved a vote in its favour. If
the war was then morally wrong, has it in a few short weeks become
politically right ? I do not think so. This is how Mr. Chamberlain
himself characterised such a war, speaking from his place in the
House of Commons on May 8, 1896 : ““ A war in South Africa would
be cne of the most serious wars that could possibly be waged. It
~would be in the nature of a civil war. It would be & long war, a
bitter war, and a costly war. As I have pointed out, it would leaye
behind it the embers of a strife which I believe generations would
hardly be long enough to extinguish. To go to war with President
Kruger in order to force upon him reforms in the internal affairs
of his State, with which successive Secretaries of State, standingin
this place, have repudiated all 1ight of interference, that would
have been & course of action as immoral as it would have been
unwise.” In this view of the case I concurred, and still concur.
How, then, could I vote for the continuance of a war which T
regarded as immoral and unwise? Owing to an Imhnppy misunder-
shndmg hostilities have indeed broken out, but that is not a ground
for ing my support to & course of action which I hold to be

unjust and injurious to the best interests of the country.

That the war arose from a misunderstanding, we have the authority
of the Duke of Devonshire. Speaking just before the outbreak of
hostilities, on September 30 last, he said: “ The obstacle which
seems to stand in the way of a peacefal settlement of our difficulties
~with the South African Repubhc appears to be in the rooted con-
vietion which they have that in the demands which we have made
vechmshmadmgns hostile to their independ and self-

Fohi

d by Sir Edward Clarke, Solicitor-General to the late Con-
servahve Government, appeared to me conclusive. He pointed out
that the Transvaal Government were willing to grant a five years’
franchise on terms which Sir Alfred Milner admitted were * better
than aoy proposal that he himself had made.”” But this proposal
was put aside by Mr. Chamberlain, who upset the negotiations by
reviving the claim of suzerainty, which had been extinct for fifteen
years, and by shadowing forth further demands of a far-reaching
kind. Upon this claim to suzerainty Sir E. Clarke, as & lawyer in
the first rank, pronounced as follows: *I say here that for a British
Minister since 1884 to assert that we have a suzerainty over the
Transvaal is not only a statement made in defiance of fact, but also
is a breach of national faith.” When, under these circumstances, the
T 1 G idered their worst fears confirmed, and,
believing that their ind a was attacked, in despair struck the
ﬂn’hblow,Icsn.not but hold that the wlrwuforeed upon them.

Mr. Stanhope’s amendment was supported by the bulk of the
Liberal party. This is ground for satisfaction. But the whole
question now at issue is beyond and above party. It is one of first
principles: whether, in good or bad report, we are prepared with
singleness of heart to seek after that righteonsness which alone
exalts a nation.

My third vote had reference to the eight millions to b2 raised by
borrowing ; and I voted against the proposal, as this seemed to me
the titutional way of recording a protest, however unavailing,
against & war which appears to me unnecessary and unjust: which
must cost many valuable lives; and which is fraught with danger to
the future welfare of this country.

As T have written this letter solely to give the reason for my recent
votes, it may be out of place to refer to the military aspect of ﬂm
case, but I cannot lose the opp ty of ing my admi
for the splendid heroism of our troops, and mydeeplympn:hy with
those who at home are awaiting tidings of relatives and friends at
the seat of war.—Yours sincerely,

‘W. WenpezsUeN.
Meredith, Gloucester, November 2, 1899.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA,
SPEECH BY LORD CURZON.

We give below report of the speech delivered by Lord Curzon, at
Simla, on October 20, upon the famine outleok in India. Lord
Curzon said :—

I should like to suppl t the d t to which we
have just listened from the Hon. Member in charge of the Revenue
and Agricultural Department (Mr. Rivaz) by a few obseryations of a
more general character upon the attitude and policy of the Govern-
ment. It has been a source of great distress to me—and my feelings
in this respect are those of all my collesgues—that, in my first year
of office, while plague, the first grest Indian scourge, has remained
a persistent visitor, the second, which is famine, should once again
‘be threatening this sorely-tried conntry,and its patient and unmur-
muring population. For months past it is no exaggeration to say
that the daily meteorological repert has been to everyone of us who
are in our different spheres responsible for the Indian Government a
document to which we have turned with most anxious interest each
morning, and day by day as we have contemplated the gky of brass
and the unclonded sun we have longed bitterly, and would have
sacrificed much, for the sight that met the watcher upon Carmel—of
a little cloud no bigger than & man’s hand. If inmu'regmtantﬂm
ill-fortune that has attended us we may nevertheless recognise some
ds of legitimate alleviation, they will consist in the facts that
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government.”” He then stated that this spprehension was “‘ab-
solutely unfounded.”” If ﬂng ba so, and if this disastrous war has
‘broken out through a mi ding, why should we not have
called a halt, whm as yet but little blood had been nbod in order to
remove this unhapp; tanding ? An dment was moved
mﬂ:thseb]eetmmv It proposed arbitration on the lines of the
Peace Resolutions at the Hague ; and I voted for this amendment-
It may be said that the proposal was too late to stop the calamities
.of war. Perhaps so; but it was none the less a duty to make the

wohnve)nd upon the present occasion long warning of the coming
mxmey,sndhnvemccmsequmoebemlblehfamnhbmphuof

; and , that while the area of certain
dmhe-unnfartnmbaly hrge,mnchtoo large, it is yet considerably
smaller than the corresponding area in the famine of 1896-97, and if
Providence should favour us with late autumnal raivs, it is still
capsble of contraction. In Rajputans it is to be feared that the
suffering will be in excess of any since the sad year of 1868-69, and
in the Central Provinces I regret to think that & portion of the ordeal
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‘of three years ago may again have to be endured by the same poor
people who have barely had time to recover from the last shock.
But elsewhere, as Mr. Rivaz has shown, the situation though grave
affords lees ground for acute apprehension, while in many parts of
India the sufferings of unfortunates elsewhere will to some extent be
balanced by ble diti

The narrowness and comparatively precise definition of the areas
affected should enable us to deyote our energies to their relief with
all the greater concentration. I do nob pretend that in so doing we
have a:y novel or startling methods of procedure to announce.
Perbaps the worst aud least reassuring declaration that a Viceroy
could make upon an occasion like this would be that the Government
of India proposed to experiment in respect of scarcity and famine.
Our proceedings must be and will be founded upon the very opposite
extreme of principle. All that we have acguired from recorded
observations of a century, all that we have learned from the experi-
ence of the past twenty-five years during which India has three
times been visited by serious famines, all that we have been advised
or warned by the recent Famine Commission—these must be the base
of our action. They will furnish a ‘“pocket book’’ for ‘‘field
service "’ with which our “ soldiers™ of peace will enter upon their
humane and bloodless ¢ campaign.’’

A FOUR-FOLD SCHEME OF RELIEF.

If T be asked to summarise the action which it is in the power of
the Government of India to take against famine in respect either of
execulive intervention, of sympathetic assistance or of local control,
I would make the following reply : In our own territories we have
a four-fold scheme of operations. In larger villages and towns we
open poor-houses for the reception and sustenance of famishing waifs
and strays. In country hamlets we distribute gratuitous relief
weekly or fortnightly to sick and aged, to widow and orphan. We
employ tens of thousands of impoverished but willing hands upon
relief works—the making of roads, the digging of tanks, the con-
struction of embankments for the future. An idea of the numbers
who are already thus engaged has already been given to you, and
they represent but a small fraction of the total for whom the existing:
organisation would enable us with scarcely a hitch to provide paid
employment of this character should the emergency arise. Finally,
by the appointment of special officers selected for training or experi-
ence, we supplement the existing staff and endeavour both to supply
a stimulus and to strengthen local supervision. These are our more
immediate measures. Prospectively we always have in contemplation
aceavs advances to enable the peasant to sow his seed before the next
raing, and that ultimate stand-by of the distressed agriculturist in all
lands, remission of rent, or, as we call it in India, land revenue. I
do not think that in any period of scarcity or famine the Government
of India hasshown aninclination to be ungenerous in these particulars,

If we turn to the situation as it affects the Native States, we are
necessarily upon a somewhat different ground. Here we must be
careful to do nothing that would diminish the responsibility or slacken
the energies of the Native Chiefs and Durbars. The Government of
India should not step in either to usurp their proper functions or to
relieve them of an obligatory duty. On the other hand, we may do
much—and in the case of Rajputana we are endeavouring to do much
—by the loan of officers and by the offer of expert advice to systema-
tise and to co-ordinate local action. “We can further help the Native
States with loans from the Imperial exchequer, and I believe that my
hon. colleague the Finance Member is prepared to show a far from
obdurate disposition in this respect, and we may by individual acts of
assistance or relief confribute to lessen the strain. For instance, I
may mention that a little while ago T offered to remove and to
maintain at the expense of the Government of India one of the two
Imperial Service Cavalry regiments of Jodhpur during the present and
forthcoming distress, and that this offer was gladly accepted by the
State.

Iy fav

AN APPEAT TO PRIVATE CHARITY.

May I venture to add that there must be many localities, populous
districts or large cities, in which men of substance reside, where some
Iocal effort for the assistance of their suffering countrymen would be
most acceptable. I have already heard of such private charity having
been started—in some cases of a local famine relief fund, of a sub-
scription list and of a committee of distribution. There are large
classes of the native population who are not touched either by relief
works or by gratuitous relief, but who may be saved from perishing
by the timely exercice of such philanthropy. In detailing the liberal
and sustained plan of action with which the Government of India is
prepared to meet the emergency, I feel that I have a peculiar right
to call also upon India’s own sons to come to her rescue in the hour
of her trial.

My own knowledge of famine work and famine relief is necessarily
atb present, owing to the short time which I have spent in the country,
only in 2n incipient stage. May I add that I propose to invest it, in
o far as T can, with a more practical and beneficial complexion by
visiting, in the course of my forthcoming tour, a large number of the
principal aress of distress in Northern and Central India. The
experience which T shall thereby gain may, I hope. enable me both

to render useful help on fufure oceasions should such arise, a.na. to
enter more closely into the sorrows as well as the joys of the Indian

people.

INDIAN LIBERALITY.

In connexion with Lord Curzon’s wish that the Natives of India
should take their share in the work of relieving the existing dis’m'assz
we are glad (writes the Englishman) to learn that some Ma:\vfln
gentlemen have already opened a relief fund at Bikanir to deal with
the famine in Rajputana. Rai Bahadur Kastur Chand, of the firm
of Baneilall Abirchand of Calcutta, has contributed Rs. 50,000 ; Seth.
Chandmall Deadha, Rs. 10,000 ; Seth Jagannath Mohta, Rs. 10,000 ;
Seth Shree Kissendas Champalall, Rs. 7,000 ; and Seth Labhchand
Suganchand Damani, Rs.7,000. Further subscriptions have been
promised, and it is hoped that the fund will amount to at least
Rs. 16,00,000.

THE DETENTION OF THE NATUS.
LETTERS TO LORD CURZON. 5

The following series of letters, addressed to the Viceroy of India,
have been forwarded to us for publication :—
Ettupattai Banglow, Trichinopoly Cantonment,
Trichinopoly, August 5, 1899.
My Lozp,—1It is fortunate that Providence should place the des-
tinies of India under the guidance of so sympathetic a ruler as yonr
Excellency and the lives of 250 millions of her Majesty’s loyal
subjects should be entrusted to your care. You have already won
the golden opinion of the peoples of India inhabiting a country as
large in extent as Burope perhaps Russia excepted. I have taken
liberty to make this simple but earnest appeal to you. It was the
impression of all India that the rights of speech, the freedom of
discussion, the individual liberty and personal property were res-
pected under the British rule and her Majesty’s subjects could enjoy
these privileges as their birthright. Her Majesty’s humble subjects
were also confident that no one, to whatever race, colour, caste, or
creed he may belong, could be imprisoned or outlawed without being
properly tried. These fond and fervent hopes which we cherished
from our cradle were rudely shattered when all sleeping and forgotten
laws, not even known in pre-British days, were put in force against
poor Natu brothers of Belgaum. My lord, if Natus are really guilty,
disloyal, dangerous, and treacherous to the British Goyernment, let
the definite charges be laid at their door, let them be tried before a
proper tribunal, let suspicion, if there were any, be proved, and let
them afterwards even be hanged; but let there be no mockery of laws,
and let at least the forms of laws be preserved. Then only the con=-
fidence of the mation in the just administration of the British laws
and the distribution of British justice will be restored. If the
subjects can be imprisoned without being properly tried, and if their
liberty depends upon the sweet will of the ralers, no faith will be
kept in such & government. I am only a layman not versed in law,
but let not my letter be treated with contempt. I humbly pray to
your lordship to set Natus completely free, if they cannot be proved
guilty, and your gracious action will be gratefully received by the
teeming millions of faithful people and you will be enthroned in their
hearts for ever.
I beg to remain, my Lord, your most obedient subject,
S. Karnasas AR,

August 7, 1899.

My Torp,—I beg to add the following to what I have already said
in my last letter :

I am totally unacquainted with the Natu brothers and I am a
perfect stranger to them. I am a voluntary and uupaid advocate of
their cause. I was deeply moved with grief on account of their long
imprisonment and suffering in their prison when their guilt is not
brought home and when the world is unaware of their cause. The
unkind treatment which they received at the hands of the enlight-
ened Government of Bombay, the spirited and manly appeal which
the wife of the younger Natu addressed to the hon. members of the
House of Commons—an example which every virtuous wife should
imitate and which every husband should admire and be proud of—
the prohibitions of attendance of the elder Natu to his beloved
daughter’s marriage, must touch even the most callous of hearts.
The country is excited, agitated, and uneasy at the exercise of an
arbitrary power. Benevolence, kindness, generosity, and mercy in
the rulers beget submission, willing obedience, loyalty, and gratitude
in the subjects. A favourable decision from your Governmenf will
be hailed with delight thronghout the length and breadth of India.

I beg to remain, my Liord, your most obedient and devoted semgant,

8. Karmasaw Arvam.

. August 12, 1899.

My Lorp,—Permit me once more to address your lordship on the
question of ‘“Natus imprisonment.’” It is a wise ruler who listens to
the loudest complaints of the most powerful subject as well as the
petty grievances of tht meanest indiyidual in the kingdom. If my
letters havye not the weight and sanction of authority, the importance
of the subject will speak for itself. I haye nothing to boast but
naked reason, pure and simple, to recommend itself to your lordship’s
consideration.  Every schoolboy knows, no subject in England can
be imprisoned without being brought to trial. It is the wisdom of
the constitution of the British Isles not to vest such a power in the
hands of the sdvereign. The free nations of Europe are very”
suspicious, and they are very jealous of their rights and liberties. 1t
i8 & question of doubt whether such extraordinary powers can be
safely entrusted in the hands of a viceroy who is merely a repre-
sentative of the sovereigns of England and as a delegated authority
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rules this vast province in the name of P By
Natus, and- ennﬁsc;ﬁng their ies, a %;Mh-:]&wbe e s
personal liberty and securit; property. €re nothing to
compensate for the loss of ﬁyeedum of once s free nation who framed
their own laws and had power over their purse. Since the death of
unhappy Charles, no monarch of England dared to imprison his
subject at his will. I fear that there is no parallel to Natus’ case in
the history of modern times. If the country be threatened with war,
or if there be any secret conspiracy to overthrow the ruling power,
some excuse may be found for the extraordinary exercise of unlawful
power; but it is not redounding to the glory of the rulers to haul up
two peacesble and respectable citizens to prison. Natus were beyond
all doubt notin any way connected in the murderof Rand and Ayerst.
The unjust infliction of unnecessary punishment on them is most

is aimed at

revolting. are the most worthy subjects to receive due justice
from your I ip for the cruel wrongs they have suffered. Nothing
will be more propitious to your lordship's administration and nothing

will be more becoming to your august personage than to blot out
sucha]awﬁomthepenalcoieitseli.

‘With sincere regards and fervent prayer for your Excellency’s
welfare, I beg to subscribe myself, my Lord, your most obedient
servant and devoted subject, S. Kamnasax Arvam.

Angust 30, 1899.

My Lomp,—Silence is golden, but at times dence of higher
nature compels us to speek freely our minds. erefore I need no
g:logy when I ainin address you on this all-absorbing topic.

istory reveals, when the Britich Empire was a-building, the
Mahratta Empire was about to be split up, the ancestors of the
present Natus rendered an invaluable service to the East India
Company. Naturally it is expected that the sons of those allies will
be more leniently treated. Natus are in the prime of their lives and
in the bloom of their youth. They arenow banished from all societies
and removed from the sphere of all active and useful life. They are
torn away from the fond embraces of their children, and they are now
separated from those who are nearest, dearest and tenderest to them.
Injustice done to them is unparalleled in the annals of the British
administration> in India. Even if you ransack the history of the
civilised world, it furpishes us no such exsmple. The cases of
Hampden and Pym, Nandkumar and Chajitsingh, cannot be cited as
parallels. If delicacy on your psart does not permit you to revoke
the judgment passed by your noble predecessor, and if there is no
proper tribunal in India before which they can be tried, their case
can be safely placed in the hands of the ﬁom of Lords, who can
boast of glorious traditions. * Impeachment is the guardisn purity
of the British constitution.”” By that highest tribunal of England
Earl of Strafford was condemned. Lord Bacon justly ack ledged

ADMINISTRATION IN MYSORE.

[Frox TrR ““Mapmas Mam.”]

There is much to make British Indian officialdom envious in the
retrospect of Mysore affairs in 1898-99 contained in Sir K. Sheshadri
Iyer's Address to the Mysore Representative Assembly on Tuesday.

otwithstanding an arigmgste d in ting to
Rs. 131 lakhs, due for the most part to the prevalence of plague, and
notwitstanding a total deficit on the year of Rs. 21,27,274, caused
chiefly by extraordinary expenditure connected with the same
epidemic, amounting to nearly Rs. 8% lakhs, added to the decrease in

£ id, the state administration was still able, as it were,
to come up emiling. The deficit was easily provided for out of the
magnificent surplus of close upon Rs. 160 lakhs (almost a whole
gu’s revenue), carried forward from the previous year, and as the

udget estimate for the t year esti 2 surplus of Rs. 13
lakhs, the financial ilibrium will not be disturbed for long.
Moreover, the deficit of Rs. 21} lakhs is nominally reducible by
something like Rs. 16} lakhs if *‘large expenditure on several items
of an exceptional ch ter not really chargeable to the year’s
ordinary income be eliminated. Thus, Rs.11,15,000 of the year’s in-
come was expended as capital outlay on reproductive works like the
Marikanave Reservoir and the Birur-Shimoga Railway, while the
large sum of Rs. 5,67,330 was paid to a fund called the Damodar
Dass Charity, of which more anon. Thus financially the Mysore
State is in the enviable position of being able not only fo meet with
equanimity a serious deficit of revenue, but at the same time to
continue to make large extra grants on what is really capital account
for big and remunerative undertakings under Public Works.

Its enviable position does not end there, however. The fact that
strikes the critic in British territory most is the apparent ease with
which new notions are put into execution in Mysore. An idea is
started—most often in British territory, by the Government of India
or by a Local Government—and while it is still only an idea, and
passing through the elaborate and complicated machinery of dis-
cussion and report that is the chief ch istic of our S i
it is taken up by the simpler machinery of Mysore and passed
through as a concrete measure of reform within a few months, maybe.
The fact is, of course, a Native State like Mysore stands in relation
to the vast aveas of British territory outside of it, something like a
small model estate in a ring fence stands in relation to a vast and
scattered pstate with many varieties of soil, tenure, and population.
‘With no large questions of Imperisl policy to disturb its even working,
and safe in the general protection afforded to it by the Imperial
Government, a State like Mysore is able to indulge in many luxuries
and experi in admini jon such as cannot be attempted in

the judgment passed on him. Criminals of other lands were tried for
high crimes and misdemeanours, and Warren Hastings, who occupied
no less exalted position than your Excellency, was bling before
the immortal eloquence of Burke and versatile Sheridan. Let them
decide, my , whether political i tions will allow to invest
in the hands of a Viceroy a power which is not entrusted even in the
bands of the sovereign of England. In fighting for Natus, we are
not fighting '{g;l a larger and freer repreienum'an or for & power over

nurse. ime may, haps, come when prosperity, imbued with
:Eng}iish spirit and Eny Hﬁi&e‘:’x, will fight not mug-y for an image
and semblance of the British constitution, but for its substance. In
this case we fight for personal liberty and security of property. If
we have not even these, we are but a nation of slaves. If an
Englishman be treated as Natus, will not there be a tumult and
uproar within the walls of Parliament itself? Let the people of India
once learn that all the subjects are the same in the eyes of the law,
let them be made to feel the sense of equality, and let them be judged
by the highest standard of current political morality, then all differ-
ences and racial prejudices will completely vanish. Her Majesty’s
decl ion in the procl tion of IBGS,dpenned by Lord Beaconsfield,
whose memory as a Conservative leader of Parliament you still
cherish and to whose principles you still adhere, says as follows: ‘It
is our earmest desire to administer its (India) government for the
benefit of all our subjects resident therein. In their prosperity will
be our strength, in their contentment our security, and in their
gratitude our best reward. And may the God of all power grant
us, and to those in authority under us, strength to carry out these
our wishes for the good of our people.” If persons are detained
in prison without trial, and if their property be confiscated, what
prosperity, what what ity, and what belief in the
impartial administration of the British Government for the benefit
of the subjects will there be in the minds of the people? The
relation of a sovereign to his subjects is that of a parent to his
children> If the sons ask for bread, will he give stones? if they
ask for eggs, will he give scorpions? We demand the rights and
privileves. Government must satisfy our just demands. Ludicrous
and unfounded rumours are afloat that Natus are dangerous to the
internal peace of the country.

The conguerors of Blenheim, Waterlos and Plassey, the arm
which carried the victorious arms to the gates of Kabul and Kan-
dahar, the statesmen who dictate their terms at Versailles and Berlin,
and the forces which keep in awe a Czar of Russia need not fear
for an humble subject, however powerful he imay be, and for his
sake they need not violate the law of the constitution. The
additional punitive force is enough, my lord, to keep poor Natus
in check.

You congratulated Paranjpye, a count:

British territory without many anxious misgivings and a most
elaborate counting of cost and probable effect. It says much,
however, for the progressive spirit that animates the Mysore Ad-
ministration nnder Sir K. Sheshadri Iyer that the Durbar does not
rest content with what might well pass for enlightened and successful
government, but is ever striving to add another and another project
to his scheme of operations. Take Public Works, for instance. A
week or two ago we published a full description of the great
Marikanave Irrigation scheme, a scheme which had been subjected to
decades of examination and which would probably never have been
attempted but for the special and personal stimulus given to it by the
Dewan; and in the paragraphs devoted to Public Works in the
Dewan’s Address many other new projects for the development of
irrigation and for the impr of ec ications are alluded to.

The project of utilising the water-power of Cauvery Falls for the
generation of electricity is another of the Mysore Government’s
schemes which has been fully explained in these columns recently;
and it is one that emphasies more than any other the initiative and
enterprise of the Government. If the result is successful, the Mysore
State will indeed have good reason to be proud of having pioneered
an industry of such immense importance to India. * In embarking
upon this great undertaking,”” says the Dewan in his Address, ‘““ the
Government are influenced wholly by the consideration that the
sugﬁly of a cheap motive power of the kind and on the scale proposed,
is likely to greatly foster private industrial -prise throughout the
State, and thus to directly increase the wealth and general prosperity
of the conntry.” Another direction in which the Mysore Government
has been making special efforts is in the Geological Survey of the
Province. Its Geological Department is extraordinarily well d
and equipped for the area to be surveyed: and as regards the
economical, as distingunished from the purely scientific, aspect of its
work, it cun hardly fail to reveal all the mineral treasures that there
are to be exploited. An Agri 1 Chemist is ther ‘i 2
that the Mysore Government has allowed itself ; and, judging from
the work already performed by this officer, he is in a fair way to
justify his appointment as a necessity rather than as a luxury. His ap-
pointment, asdescribed by the Dewan, certainly has extremelyimportant
objects, being < for the purpose of a systematic examination of oils
in all parts of the State, the ascertainment of the appropriate manures
required for particular soils, the adoption of measures for the remoyal
of insect amf other pests, the introduction of improved methods of
cultivation generally, the revival of decaying industries, and other
allied purposes.’

The scheme of Agricultural Banks, which is another featnre of
Mysore administration, is on principles which are not very
sound, for, as we have frequently pointed out, they are not Agri-
cultural Banks in the accepted sense of the term, but rather local

isati for administering State loans; and in to the

man and kinsman of Natus.
Nothing will tend to bring a closer and more h i relati
between the peoples of En‘\i]nnd and India than a favourable decision
in this case. This case is the touchstone to try your lordghip’s states-
manship, in deciding which you stand or fall as a constitutional
statesman,
Iy lord, I pray you will act in such a way as to deserve the ever-
g

lasting reward, estimation, reverence, gratitude, admiration and
adoration of generations yet unborn.—I beg to remain, my lord,
your most obeﬁient servant, S. Karmasaxt Arvam.

i's Tegard
large advances made to Native coffee planters it is doubtful if the
security for re%ﬂymant or realisation is sufficient. But it is not im-
possible that the scheme may in the more or less distant future lead
to real local co-opems;on and re;.l mutual utedi:; which are the m;u:

rinciples of any su tem of banking in its proper sense. Ye
l;mothep; ysnmy P ot is that ted with State Life
Assurance. Unfortunately, the Dewan does not give any details.
beyond mere figures, and in the absence of any further actuarial
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explanati it is i ible: to test the d of the Fund by | State Life Tnsurance, and the most recexit 1of the beneficent pr:ojeetf

these figures alone. Another fund of a different kind is the Damodar
Dass Charity Fund, which may possibly be the means of doing great
things for original research in India. The fund is composed of a
sum of Rs.5,67,338 due to the late Damodar Dass from his Highness
the Mahraja Krishna Raja Wodayar ITT, which was, in the absence
of legal heirs of the creditor, assigned by the Durbar towards the
establishment and maintenance of public charities under the designa-
tion of “Damodar Dass Charities.”” After due consideration, the
Government has resolved that four-fifths of the income from the sum
should be devoted to the grant of scholarships to enable selected
candidates from Tndian universities to prosecute post-gradnate
studies, or researches of an advanced scientific or technical character,
in any university or other institution in India, or any other country
approved by the Mysore G t. The ining fifth of the
annual income from the fund will be available for the grant of
scholarships for the general education of the members of the Guzerati
community, to whom the deceased belonged.
‘We have touched on a few only of the various matters mentioned
by the Dewan in his address; but we have said enough to indicate
hoyw liberal, practical, and enterprising the administration is in many
novel and important directions outside the ordinary routine of
government. ‘Whethor the fair prospect on the surface is accom-
panied in all respects by soundness and perfection beneath the surface
we are not prepared to say. No administration is perfect, and from
time to time we hear of faults and deficiencies in Mysore—very often
from the Native officials themselves—which go to show that it is so
there. Probably the greatest defect of Mysore administration would
be found to be its comparative costliness, especially in regard to its
establishments, a costliness which probably accounts for the mtg_of
taxation per head in Mysore being so much above the same in British
India, as Sir Henry Fowler pointed out in the House of Commons
some years ago. Certainly the head of & district in Mysore, with his
average of 3,000 square miles of territory, must be in a happy
position compared with his confrére in the neighbouring British
rovince with his average of something like 7,000 square miles of
territory ; and it wounld be found, we think, if a careful comparison
were made, that the district and departmental charges in Mysore,
with its 28,000 square miles of territory, and 173 people to the square
mile, would not be conspicuous for economy when compared with the
same in Madras, with its 150,000 square miles of territory and 252
people to the square mile.

|From maE ¢“Bomsay Giazmrme.”’]

The annual address of the Dewan of Mysore which was submitted
to the Representative Assembly on Tuesday, is an extremely able
review of the administration of the State during the past year. A
large portion of the address is devoted to the history of the plague in
the Mysore State, which during the year was smitten to the extent of
12,274 deaths ; Mysore City, and Bangalore in particular, suffered
severely. The epidemic has not yet totally disappeared, but the
energetic measures adopted for dealing with the disease have had
excellent results, and the outlook is much more encouraging than it
‘was about a year ago. A large number of condemned houses in
Bangalore City have been demolished, the congested portions of the
city opened out, and other permanent improvements effected by the
extension of the city towards the suburbs. The effects of plague are
also seen in the financial results of the year, the revenue having
decreased by 131 lakhs, while the expenditure showed a marked rise.
Railway earnings declined considerably, the drop in receipts being
Rs. 4,68,000. The total revenue for the year amounted to
Rs.179,16,668 and the expenditnre to Rs.2,00,43,942, the result
being a deficit of Rs.21,27,274. But it is pointed out thab a large
portion of the expenditure was of an exceptional character which
ought really not to be charged to the year’s income. Thus & sum of
over ten lakhs was spemt upon the Marikanave Reservoir, and the
Birnr-Shimoga Railway, which is now about to be opened. The
Marikanave Reservoir across the Vedavati River is asplendid project,
estimated to cost Rs. 39 lakhs. This and other large irrigation works
will benefit wide arid tracts in the Chitaldrug District. But the
enlightened administration of the Dewan does not stop at works of
this kind.,  One of the most interesting paragraphs in Sir Sheshadri
Tyer's address is that in which it is stated that it has been decided to
utilise the force of the Canvery Falls at Sivasamudram for the pro-
duction of electric power, which it is intended to transmit at a cheap
rate, for the use of the Kolar Gold Mines and other industrial enter-

rises in the State. The arrangement of the details of this scheme

ave been left to Captain de Lotbiniere, who has been deputed to
Europe and America to consult experts in regard to the project.
Reduced exchange rates accounted for a decrease in the 5 per
cent. royalty on the gold mining in the State, but in spite of this the
royalty last year realised £78,870 12&. 7d., the certified value of the
gold produced by the mines being £1,577,414 10s. 9d. Any fears
that the State might suffer from drought thisyear have been happily
dispelled by the rain which fell in September. This supplied the
deficiency of the previous two months, and filled the tanks. There
is abundant pasturage for cattle, the crop area is up to the average,
and altogether the season in Mysore appears to be most favourable.
Among the varied interests to which the Government of the State
applies itself excellent work is being done by the Gteological and
Archelogical sarveys, and the Department of Meteorology. An agri-
cultural chemist has been appointed for five years to make a systematic
examination of soils in all parts of the State, to ascertain the most
suitable manures for particular soils, what measures should be
adopted for the removal of insect and other pests, and to introduce
improved methods of agricnlt Aly. This shonld, undoubtedly,
result in great good to the State. The admirable system of Agricul-
tural Banks was somewhat; retarded by the plague, and the belief of
the people that Fikari was to be a year of great calamities. There
are, however, sixty-threo of these banks in existence, and their
dealings during the year amounted to Rs. 4,02,288 under receipts
and Rs. 4,09,829 under disbursements. There is also a scheme of

of the Dewan is the establishment of eships to enable
candidates to prosecute post-graduate studies or researches of an
advanced scienfific or technical character in any university or other
ingtitution in India, or any other country approved by the Mysore
Government. The fund to provide for these scholarships is called the
Damodar Dass Charity. A sum of Rs. 5,67,338 was due to the late
Damodar Dass, a Gujerati gentleman, from the late Mahfraja, but
owing to the failure of legal heirs of the creditor the amount lapsed,
and it has been decided to set it aside for educational purposes
apparently on somewhat similar lines to the scheme of Mr. J. N.
Tata. Taking altogether the review of the year’s progress in Mysore
ig the record of a flourishing' State, on which its able and enlightened.
Dewan has good reason to be congratulated.

INDIA IN THE BRITISH PRESS.
THE INDIAN FAMINE. :

Subjoined is a telegram received on Tuesday by Lord George-
Hamilton from the Viceroy of India. It exhibits the startling
spread of destitution over the Central Provinces, parts of
Bombay, the Punjab, and Rajputana, and we should hke. to
suggest that our pre-occupation with the conflict now raging
in South Africa, and with funds for the sick and wounded, for
the refugees from the Transvaal, for the families of our men
fighting at the front and such things ought not to cause us to
putb out of sight the bitter necessities of many millions of the
Indian people. In less than thres weeks, if we mistake not,
the numbers on the relief works have more than doubled, and
now exceed 700,000 human beings. But the worst has nob
yet been nearly reached, and not only are the people starving:
and dying in multitudes, but their cattle also. Is the nation
gomg to ignore this stupendous misery among our Indian
fellow-subjects and their dumb four-footed dependents snd.
allow the burden of taxation to be still further inereased on
the backs of those who survive? It is time to be up and
doing :—

Prospects continue favourable in Burma, Bengal, eastern half
North-Western Provinces, Madras, Mysore. Throughout North-
‘Western Provinces spring crops sowings are being actively prosecuted,
and no general distress is anywhere observable. Throughout Punjab
outturn of unirrigated rain crops very poor, and rain is much wanted
for spring crops sowings. Im Central Provinces rice crops are a
practical failure; rain is urgently wanted, and distress is extending.
Prospects bad in North Bombay, North Deccan, Rajputana, and
parts of Central India. Prices are high everywhere, wheat ranging
from seven to eleven seers per rupee, millets from eight to fourteen.
On relief—Bombay, 121,000; Punjab, 73,000; Central Provinces,
336,000 ; Berar, 33,000; Ajmere, 83,000; Central India, 9,000 ;
Rajputana, 53,000—total, 708,000.—The Investors’ Teview.

Trr NEW GoVERNOR OF BOMBAY.

It might have been anticipated that the Government would
have selected the strongest and most experienced man available
to relieve Lord Sandhurst in the Governorship of Bombay in the
beginning of next year. The Pioneer naturally thought of Sir
Antony MacDonnell ; failing him others turned to Mr. H. J. S.
Cotton, the Chief Commissioner of Assam. Bu the official prin-
ciple has prevailed, and the new Governor is Sir Henry Stafford
Northcote, the second son of the late Lord Iddesleigh. Sir
Stafford has had experience of official work in many depurtments,
and has been a member of Parlisment; so that, in a sense, he is
far from being an untried man. Vet he has never been triedin
any such fashion as he will be tried next February. It is
a couple of months since the Pioneer anticipated that © it is
quite possible that the province will be in a state that will
malse it a heavier charge upon the Governor than any province
has been since the Mutiny.”” The famine is steadily going
from bad to worse; the plague is recrudescent ; the cotton
mills are put on short time, running but four days a week; and
the dislocations of business and saciety are tempting the
passions of the disorderly elements of the population. Now, if
ever, was the time to place at the head of affairs a man of local
Imnowledge and experience, well seasoned in all the trials of
such a complicated and difficult situation. A goverapr from.
home, like Sir Stafford: Northcote goes out with everything to
learn, and must necessarily be far more dependent ugon the
local officials than the theory of such appointments contem-
plates; and when an exceptional season of difficulty arises, it
is all but impossible for him to exercise his own Jjudgment,
which is the very object of sending him out from Westminster.

Apart from Sir Stafford’s personaf career, one must hope that
of his distinguished

he possesses a liberal share of the spirit
Lord Iddesleigh—then Sir Stafford Northcote—rwas

father.
one of the very best Indian Secretaries we have ever had, He
was conspicuously honourable in his respect for the promises
made to the Indiansin the Great Proclamation, and was always
ready to go every reasonable length in adapting our adminis-
tration ‘“to the wants and the prejudices of each district,
introducing 6ur own ideas with great caution and forbearance.’”
He was quite in accord with the Lawrence frontier policy, and
he was keenly alive to the necessity of judicious finance, Im
his two years of office, he made a permanent mark most credit-

able to him as & man and a statesman. We must hope that
his clear insight and his sympathetic spirit will live again in,
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his gon. The note of sympathy will be particularly apposite in
the existing circumstances ; and, though probably Sir Stafford
will lean for some time upon the judgment of Mr. Nugent, he
will be able to lay an excellent foundation by a frank and
judicious sympathy with the miserable people in their awful
affliction. If the appointment might have been better, it
might more easily have been worse; and, given a safe issue
from the immediate trials of famine and plague, the new
Governor may be expected to develop hereditary qualities that
should render his term of office distinguished, if not memor-
able.—The New Age.

THE PUNJAB LAND ALIENATION BILL.—II.

[Front mar ¢ Limore TrIsuNE.’’]

Mr. Rivaz, in the course of his speech on the occasion of the intro-
duction of the Punjab Alienation of Land Bill, distinetly recognised
the useful function performed by the money-lender in the social
economy-of village life in India.” He said :—¢ The fact is that the
money-lender must continue to exercise his profession and the agri-
cultural community must, under the rural conditions of this country,
continue to constitute his principal clientele. The money-lender plays
a most useful, and even a necessary, part in the social economy of
village life, and no one wishes to eliminate him or to place unreason-
able restrictions upon his transactions. If our proposed scheme is
made of general application, he will have to adapt himself to the new
conditions, and will be easily able to do so. If, on the other hand,
the scheme is applied only to selected and scabtered areas, the
money-lender will clearly be master of the situation as regards such
lot_:almes.” ‘Well, it cannot be too carefully borne in mind that
without the meney-lender’s help the whole machinery of revenue
administration in this country would come to a dead-lock in a shert
time. The average Indian rayat who has no resources beyond the
current harvest must have advances to enable him to cultivate his
land. Without seed-grain he cannot sow his fields, and the village
sowear ot only advances him seed-grain, but also helps him to feed
his bullocks and to maintain himself and family until his crops are
gathered. The rayat’s necessity for obtaining the money-lender’s
help does not cease witl {he harvest. The agriculturist must, under
the scientific revenue system introduced by the British Government,
pay his rent or revenue in cash, and he cannot meet the inexorable
tax-gatherer’s demand without the village sowcw’s assistance. Our
rulers do not attach sufficient importance to these hard facts which
cannot be gainsaid. Should the money-lender withhold his help, it
will be absolutely impossible for the rayat to cultivate his fields or
for the State to realise its revenue demand. It is a matter for deep
regret that Government in dealing with agricultural indebtedness do
not care to attack the evil at its root. They will not condescend to
consider the real causes of this indebtedness. They deliberately shut
their eyes to the fact that the revenue system introduced by them is
chiefly responsible for producing the great evil which they seek to
remedy. In the whole course of his lengthy speech the hon.
member had not a single word to say on this point of vital impor-
tance. Itisa truism that o disease must be thoroughly diagnosed
before a proper remedy can be prescribed ; and that the application
of mere palliatives does not radically cure the malady. It may for a
time relieve the sufferings of the patient; but his complaint is not
effectually removed. Mr. Rivaz spoke of the report of the Commission
which was appointed by Government in 1875 to enquire into the
condition of the agricultural population of the Bombay Presidency,
and to the passing of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act of 1879.
But he carefully avoided all ref to the di ioms which took
place on that occasion about the necessity of modifying the revenue
system. He cannot be ignorant of the fact that Sir Auckland (then
Mr.) Colyin, who was a member of the Deccan Riots Commission,
‘wrote a separate minute, in which he clearly showed that the revenue
system of the Government had something to do with the serious
agrarian disturbances which had occurred in the Deccan. Then he
must also be aware of the fact that in the debate mpon the Bill,
which was the outcome of the Commission’s report, more than one
member of the Imperial Tegislative Council who took part in it
pointed out the necessity of modifying the revenue system if the evil
of agricultural indebtedness in the Deccan was to be attacked at the
100t, Sir Theodors Hope, the member in charge of the Bill, and Sir
John Strachey, the then Finance Minister, who was the do fucto
Governor-General in all matters relating to the internnl administra-
tion of the country in Lord Lytton’s time, admitted the desirability
of effecting changes in the revenue system, and the question was
commend=d to the consideration of the Bombay Goyernment, But,
strange to say, the hon. member in his interesting historical retro-
spect of the case did not mention these facts for the information of
the Council. And it is still stranger that the Committee of selected
Punjab officers, over which Sir William Mackworth Young himself
presided and which formulated the proposals embodied in Mr, Rivaz’s
Bill, did not discover any connexion batween agricultural indebted-
ness and the scientific revenue system which has been introdnced by
the British Government. o

After explaining the plan which the Government of India put
forward with the object of checking the tramsfer of land from the
agricultural classes in the Punjab, Mr. Rivaz observed :— ¢ After all,
it must be borne in mind that we are aiming at reverting to some
extent to a state of things which prevailed in the Punjab before it
came under British rule. It is an arguable question whether the free
transfer of land was recognised under Native rule, or whether it is
what has been called the fatal gift of the British Government, but, in
2any case, the question is for practical purposes one of mere academic
interest, fox: it is an undoubted fact that in former times the exercise
of the the right of transfer, at all events in favour of money-lenders
or other outsiders, even allowing that such right ever did exist in
theory, was for several reasons exceedingly rare, and we know that

even in these days in most Native Statesalienations of land are either
absolutely prohibited or largely icted. We know, too, that in
the Punjab the custom of transferring land did not gain a footing
for several years after the annexation of the Province, but that as-
land has increased in value and become more attractive as a profitable
investment, the number of transfers has increased correspondingly
and is etill increasing.”” We are ready to admit that under Native
rule the right of transferring land in fayour of money-lenders or other
outsiders was exceedingly rare ; and that even in these days in most
Native States alienations of land are either absolutely prohibited or
largely restricted. But Mr. Rivaz and those who think with him.
conyeniently forget or overlook the fact that under Native rule the
land revenne assessment, speaking generally, is collected in kind.
‘When an agriculturist is not obliged to pay his rent or revenue in
cash, he does mot feel the same necessity for borrowing in order to
meet the demands of the taxpayer he undoubtedly does under the
revenue system introduced by the British Government. Take, for
instance, the Deccan. Its i[nhrahtn, rulers took half the actual
produce of the land in kind. The assessment was certainly a high
one, but the Kumbi did not find it necessary to have recourse to the
money-lender, in order to payit. In a year of drought when the
crops failed he had to pay nothing to fhe Sirkar, and in bad seasons
when the harvest was less than a full one, the actual yield of the land
was divided equally between the cultivator and the Government.
This system under which there was not much room for the village
sowear worked, on the whole, satisfactorily. And we have the testi--
mony of & high authority like Mount t Elphi to show that
when he assumed charge of the Peshwah’s dominions on their-
annexation, he found the condition of the peopls to be generally
good. But the introduction of the scientific revenue system of the
British Government, it is well known, obliged the Kumbi to largely
resort to the village sowears, and his indebtedness gradually increased
until, in sheer despair, he rose against the money-lenders whom he
naturally looked upon as the immediate cause of his miseries, and
caused those disturbances, which led to the appointment of the
Deccan Riots Commission of 1875 and the subsequent passing of the
Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act of 1879. Even now in most
Native States where the administration has not come under British
influences, the land revenue assessment is collected in kind. In such
States the agricultural classes do not find it necessary to convert the
produce of their fields into cash in order to meet the demands of the
tax-gatherer. Not much harm is done by the imposition of restric-
tions upon the transfer of land or even by its absolute prohibition.
But the position of the cultivator under British rule is widely
different. He must pay the fixed assessment in cash whether his
fields have yielded a full crop or not. It is, therefore, absolutely im-
possible for him to get on without resorting to the village sozcar.

In the concluding part of his speech, Mr. Rivaz remarked: ¢ The
Punjab is pre-eminently a land of yeoman and peasant proprietors,
and the expropriation by the money-lending classes of these sturdy
landholders—men who furnish the flower of the Native Army of
India and who look forward amid all the hardships and glories of a
military career, to spend their declining years on their ancestral acres
—has, under the influence of conditions which have sprung up under
British rule, been progressing, as I have shown, in different degrees
of rapidity in all parts of the Province. The sole and entire object of
the measure which I have been explaining is, while affording ample
facilities and a sufficient market for unobjectionable transfers, to
arrest the further progress of this mischief and to check, by remedial
action, an ever-increasing political danger ; and I venture to express
a confident hope that our scheme will be received in this spirit by
those in whose interests it has been devised.” Well, sound states-
manship demands that if the progress of the mischief is to be checked
and the increasing political danger is to be averted, our ruler should
go to the root of the evil and apply the proper remedy.

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON INDIAN QUESTIONS.
THE WORK OF THE BRITISH COMMITTEE.

On October 6 Miss Alison Garland gave a lantern lecture on
“TIndia and its People” at Aspatria. Mr. Wilfrid Laswson,
jun., presided over a large attendance.

On October 7 a public meeting was held at Maryport, when
an address was given by Miss Garland on ‘The Industrial
Condition of the Indian People.” Mr. Alfred Hine, J.P.,
presided, and made a sympathetic speech on Indian affairs.

On October 8 Miss Garland lectured on ““ The Indian National
Congress : its Aims and Justification’ at the Liberty Club,
Cockermouth. The room was filled with an attentive and
appreciative audience. Mr. Harris, J.P., tock the chair, and
an interesting discussion followed the lecture.

Speaking at the Accrington Liberal Club on ‘“Current
Politics,” on November 9, Miss Garland was requested by the
chairman to give the meeting an account of the Indisn National
Congress. In the vote of thanks following the address a hearty
wish for the success of the Congress at Lucknow was cordially
expressed, together with the hope that, on her return to
EBngland, Miss Garland would address another meeting at
Accrington, giving her impressions of India and describing the
efforts Indians are making for their political emancipation.

Meetings have been addressed during the present week at
Attercliffe (November 13), Sheffield (November 14), and Exeter
(November 16).

Among other prospective meetings which will be addressed
on behalf of the British Committee are the following :—

Noyember 17.—Plymouth.

;5 20,—Leamington.
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