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DREYFUS was released on Wednesday in spite of the
verdict of the Court-Martial at Rennes. The Natus
still remain State prisoners, not yet brought to trial nor
informed of the charge made against them. What have
the British Press and public to say to this outrage? Is

“our righteous indignation to be reserved for the offences
of our neighbours? If so, there is, to put it gently, some
risk of an appearance of hypocrisy.

The death of Lord Watson, one of the Lords of Appeal
in Ordinary, means a loss to the nation and to the Empire
which it would not be easy to overstate. The able writer
of the obituary notice which appeared in the Zimes did not
go beyond the mark when he said :—

Lord Chancellors come and go, and the men, if they be great

lawyers, who are mot subject to political fluctuations, naturally
acquire & commanding, if unseen, influence in the tribunals of which
they are members. Such men have been Tiord Kingsdown, Lord
‘Wensleydale, Lord Bramwell—but probably none of them have so
largely affected the jurisprudence of the British Empire as Lord
Watson. In this regard he may fitly be compared with Lord Mansfield,
and it may be doubted whether in the Victorian era any one has con-
tributed in an equal degree to the sum total of British® and Tmperial
jurisprudence. But with all his learning and intellectual power few
indeed have preserved the same simplicity of character and carriage,
or been £o free from all trace of vanity or arrogance. His sole desire
was to get at the truth, and the gquaint expression which he go
often used, ‘“it humbly appears to me,’’ seemed in his mouth to be
an indication of character and not a mere conventionalism.
The loss of Lord Watson will be felt with peculiar keen-
ness in India beeause of his invaluable services in Indian
appeals before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.
He was not, indeed, infallible,. But he always went
straight for justice, regardless of the susceptibilities of
High Courts or any other Courts. His name therefore
always carried great weight in India, and his decisions
created a feeling of confidence in the minds of the Indian
people. When he attended the sittings of the Judicial
Committee he was easily primus inter pares. - It was a pity
that he was not of the number who heard Mr. Tilak’s
appeal,

The Zimes of Iedia, as will be seen from the article
which we reproduce elsewhere, does not deny that there is
ground for the dissatisfaction of Indians with the official
mode of answering questions in the Legislative Councils.
¢TIt must be acknowledged,” it says, ‘‘that the operations
of the®process of interpellation do not always tend to the
illumination of enquiring minds.”” That, we suppose, is a
polysyllabic way of saying that the answers are usually
-scrappy and evasive. - Again, ‘“there is too much reason
for looking upon an official ansyer as the means of con-
cealing rather than of exhibiting what is in the mind of
the ruling authorities.”” It is no excuse to say that
questions are put to ““corner” the Government. Of
course they are. But the way to avoid questions
that ‘“corner” is to refrain from a policy which
suggests such questions. The Zimes of India seems to
argue that it is fair to treat questions in the Indian Legis-
lative Councils in a more casual way than questions in
Parliament, because ‘“in the House of Commons a member.
who is dissatisfied with the answer that a Minister gives to
his question has other means of gaining his end.” Perhaps
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that is how it strikes Anglo-Indians. But the legitimate -
conclusion is obviously the reverse.

Things do move after all. ‘We are glad to see that the
criticisms which have appeared in our columns and else-
where have at length induced the authorities in India to
talte action with reference to the frequent and unpunished
assaults committed by European soldiers upon Indians.
We print elsewhere the new army order which requires
that prompt information of such occurrences shall be sent
by telegram to the Adjutant-General, to the Secretary

.to the Government of India in the Military Department,

to the Deputy Adjutant-General of the command, and to
the General Officer commanding the district. Further
action is prescribed to secure that the army headquarters
may learn without delay of any case of a serious nature.
All this is yery much to the good. Its direct effect, we
take it, will be to prevent such scandalous delay as that
which has occurred in the Rangoon case. « But its indirect
effects should be even more important. For the issue of
the new order amnounces to every officer and to every
soldier in India that assaults upon Indians are at length
to be noticed seriously by high authorities and that it is
no longer safe to count upon impunity.

Another shooting outrage by British soldiers is reported
from Sialkot. Two soldiers were out shooting, and near
a village about a mile from the cantonment approached a
dara, where a poor woman and her husband lived. Seeing
a bird sitting close by the woman, one of themen aimed and
fired, shooting the woman in the face and injuring her so
severely that her life is despaired of. We do not under-
stand that any evil intention is alleged against the soldier,
but the story seems to imply gross negligence not readily
distinguishable from intention. Would that soldier have
fired so carelessly if the person sitting near the bird had
been a Furopean, and not a defenceless Native woman ?
The case may, of course, be taken hefore the magistrate.
But how is that likely to help the poor woman? Or what
are the chances that the case will act as a deterrent upon
this or another soldier on future occasions? These shooting
outrages are becoming a source of continual and in-
tolerable irritation. Indian life, however, is cheap, and
nobody cares. But English life—ah! that is a very
different thing.

At the last meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council
Lord Sandhurst, in the course of his concluding speech,
made the following reference to Professor Golchale :—

Two years ago, it will be remembered, it was my duty to comment

somewhat severely upon the report which had been spread by Pro-
fessor Gokhale, owing, no doubt, to his having been misinformed. I
pointed out then that, at any rate, he should have beea mora careful
about his inf tion before propagating such damaging sfatements.
Anxious a3 I was, however, to refute these statements on that occasion,
10 less anxious am I to avow that there is no more hard-working,
generous, and sympathetic worker amongst the plague volunteers
than Professor Gokhale.
The Makratte vegards this appreciative acknowledgment as
‘some reparation,” and as ‘“an indirect apclogy ” for the
humiliation Tiord Sandhurst’s Government forced upon
Professor Gokhale. It may, or may not, be so. At any
rate, English journalists who were so ready to denounce
Professor Gokhale may be expected to take notice of Lord
Sandhurst’s words now. We may add that Professor
Gokhale was in fact as ¢ careful about his information”
two years ago as even Liord Sandhurst himself could have
been. The unfortunate element in the case lay elsewhere,
as Lord Sandhurst ought to know.

The Pioncer handles very cautiously, but fairly, the
thorny question of the separation of judicial and executive
functions. Our contemporary cannot ad.pt without reserva-

tions the assumption that such separuiion is as applicable
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in India as in England, but concedes that it must be
admitted that it has a very large and weighty backing,
and that not only amongst judicial officers, but also
amongst officers who have held the highest administrative
posts.” The Pioneer, however, will not hear of it that the
union of functions works ¢ any substantial injustice”” :—
An answer is to hand in the fact that application for {ransfer of
the case to another district can always be made, that important cases
have to be committed to sessions, and thatin all except the most trivial
cases there is an unlimited—some think an unduly extensive—right
of appeal. In practice, then, there are excellent safeguards to the
present system.
Yot it has been shown abundantly that in spite
of all these ‘excellent safeguards,” which involve
additional cost and trouble to persons ill able to afford
them, injustice, and ‘¢ substantial injustice,” has been
worked in fact. The cases adduced by Mr. Manomohan
Ghose can leave no doubt on that point, and Mr. A. Nundy
has confirmed this from his own experience. Nor can the
weighty opinion of men of the highest judicial experience—
such as those that signed the recent Memorial to the
Secretary of State—be for a moment ignored.

The present system, according to the Pioneer, has also
“many advantages.” Well, these ought, of course, to
receive due consideration. The chief advantage mentioned
by our contemporary is ‘‘the knowledge of the people and
of the country in his jurisdiction which is gained by the
officer who moves about the district on tour.” It is mot
very obyious, however, why such knowledge should be
inaccessible to a man unless he combines hoth functions.
Why should the judicial officer pure and simple not
“move about” with his eyes and ears open? ¢ Again,”
says the Pioncer, ““the judicial training is an excellent
corrective to the intemperate zeal of the administrative
officer.”” Yes, sometimes; but what if it is not ? Surely
it is better to be clear of the ‘““intemperate zeal” altogether
than to be exposed to the risks of its correction. Of
course nobody that presses for this reform desires that
the administrative authorities should be weakened in any
way or in any degree; on the other hand, it is believed
that the reform will advantageously relieve the District
Magistrate of his present ““press of duties which it is (as
the Pioneor smys) quite impossible for any human being
adequately to perform.” And it has been shown, more
fully and clearly than the Pioneer recognises, that:there
need be no difficulty of any consequence on the score of
increased expenditure.

There is every reason to be gratified that the Pioneer
shows such an open mind on the subject, although, as
Mr. A. Nundy has pointed out, it bases its judgment on a
wrong principle. The substance of its conclusions are as
follows :—

If the separation of functions can be effected without any great

expenditure of money, and if district officers are afforded any material
relief in the process, we should be inclined to believe that the balance
might be found to turn in favour of separation. . . . . For our own
part, any decision would seem fairly satisfactory which does mnot
weaken the powers of the district magistrate to keep the peace, and
which does not involve any considerable expenditure for an object
that rests in the main on rarified sentiment in a country like India
and with an administration like the Indian. In any case, is it too
much to hope that the district magistrate, the head of the police, may
be relieved of trying cases as a court of first instance? . . . . It
may bs necessary to reserve special powers to the district magis-
trate as a judicial officer, but we cannot think such powers should be
exercised excepf in special cases or to meeb a special emergency, such
as an epidemic of violent crime.
This is good as far as it goes. Last week the Pioneer
returned to the subject, and asked, ¢ Would separation in
a moderate degree be an improvement and strengthening of
the administrafion?” The expected answer was evidently
affirmative.

¢The Champion has done excellent service in calling
pointed attention to the arbitrary action of Indian
officialdom, and the striking conflict between the Bombay
Government and the Secretary of State, on the subject of
the non-authorisation of the proposed private Law College
by the former authority. Sir William Wedderburn (June 8)
drew from Lord George Hamilton the admission ¢ that
the control of legal education in Caleutta was wholly in
private hands, the Government Presidency College having
1o law department, and the four private colleges teaching
up to the full course of the University Law degree.”

Naturally, in these circumstances, Sir William proéeadedl
to ask Tord George !
‘Whether he would state upon what ground the Bombay Gover&nmenb
had now decided to pursue a different policy, and considered /it not
advisable that the control of higher legal education in Bombay ghould -
‘be wholly or partially in private hands.

In reply, Lord George Hamilton quoted from a letter from
the Bombay Government of September 1, 1898 : —

In the opinion of this Government it is inadvisable to allow the
control of higher legal education to pass to private institutions; for-
the administration of the law is undoubtedly a part of the gemeral
administration of the country, and in spite of the fundamental
dissociation of law from politics there is a distinct danger of the
perversion of legal instruction to political uses.

The arbitrary distinction between Calcutta and Bombay
was thus based upon a speculative ground of seditious-

possibilities.

Sir William then went on to refer to the profit made by
the Government Law School in Bombay from fees, which:
were said to be about to be raised, and asked Lord George -
Hamilton,

‘Whether he was aware that the Bombay Government refused to -
sanction the affiliation of the propesed private College of Law on the
ground that they desired to improve the Government School by
means of these enhanced fees, and were therefore unwilling that
students should be diverted to another institution.

This was pressing the point home, seeing that Lord George
had made no reference to fees in his previous answer.
His reply was :—

The question of the fees had nothing to do with the refusal of the

Bombay Government to sanction the affiliation of the private institu-
tion to the Bombay University.
Sir William was apparently thwarted for the moment. But
the whirligig of time brings in its revenges. The Champion
now sets forth in a parallel column with the foregoing two
answers of Lord George Hamilton the following passage
from the Bombay Government Resolution of February,
1899, refusing authorisation :—

The proposals of the Committee regarding the strengthening
of the staff of the Government Law School are based on the assump-
tion that the institution must be self-supporting. A corollary of this
assumption, without which the whole scheme falls to the ground, is
that the present number of students must be maintained, and it isin
fact also found necessary to raise the scale of fees. Tt would there-
fore be quite inconsistent with an approyal of the Committes’s
proposals for Gov t to ion the establish t of a second
and rival institution which would avowedly admit law students at a
lower rate of fees. ¢
Tf we ourselyves had been responsible for that last answer-
of Lord George Hamilton’s, we should not have been
surprised if somebody had charged us with cireulating a
¢ gross falsehood.”

It is gratefully refreshing to us to learn that Indian
merit has in two cases just been officially recognized in
quite a handsome fashion. We learn that the Secretary
of State for India has awarded a special scholarship of
£200 tenable for one year to Mr. R. P. Paranjpye, the
Indian Senior Wrangler. Thisis a sort of act that has
the effect of blotting out a multitude of sins—an act not to-
be forgotten in balancing Lord George Hamilton’s merits
and demerits. Apart from the personal considerations,.
the policy of it is most excellent. Again, the Government
of India has awarded a pension of Rs.600 a year to Pandit
Kesari Mohun Gangoli, the translator of the ¢ Mahd-
bhirata.” ‘‘Government may be sure,” says the Makralta,
““that liberality shown like this will never be wasted upon
the susceptible Indian minds.”

Mr. Hem Chandra Benerjea, we regret to learn, has
fallen into ‘ sore distress.”” He is the greatest living poet
of Bengal, and has thrilled his countrymen with his
eleyated and patriotic muse. Like so many men of 'genius
and of large heart, he has neglected the ways of money--
making and now sufférs for his lack of worldly prudence.
But, as Power and Guardian says in a noble appeal on
behalf of the poet, ‘“a Hem Chandra Banerjea is not born
every day,” and “it would be a shame and a disgrace if
the greatest living poet of Bengal should die of starva-
tion.” Or, we may add, live in starvation. It is the
privilege of men of comfortable means to succour a help-
Iess brother of eminent spiritual merit in his distress. It
is a duty that will be regarded as an honour.

The discussion of the Provincial Budget in the Bombay-
ngislative Council was anything but exhilarating, iv-
spite of the jaunty air assumed by the Hon. Mr. Nugent..
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It was hardly to be expected that Mr. Nugent would like
Sir James Westland’s criticiem in para. 55 of the Financial
Statement of the Government of India, which, Mr. Nugent
complained, would lead imperfectly informed persons to
suppose that the Bombay Government had heen spending
Tecklessly on all manner of luxuries in years of declining
revenue and calamity. Anyhow they have been very hard
up, and have been saved from bankruptcy by the
““Iiberality ” of the Government of India. Mr. Nugent
lays the blame on the exacting demands of the famine and
the plague. Of course various public works of more or
less pressing importance have suffered, and Mr. Mehta
pointed out that dacoity was on the imcrease in the
districts of the province. In spite of the irksome operation
of the provincial contract system, Mr. Nugent would not
listen to Mr. Mehta’s counsel to give it up and revert to
the former state of affairs, Mr. Fasulbhoy Visram
zegretfed the retrenchment under the head of education,
but Mr. Nugent rather took credit for the rate of expendi-
ture, seeing that ‘‘one of the main arguments used against
us by the Government of India, notably in the time of Sir
James Westland, was that we were spending too much
money on education.”

The line of the Government of India throughout has been that the
outlay on educaticn was to a great extent a luxury with much of
which we ought to dispense, only spending what other provinces
spent—that when you find youn haye not got enough money to provide
additional police, additional collectors, and -additional public works,
cut down education.

A very interesting and instructive glimpse.

There was also a noteworthy appendix to the chief
subject of discussion. The Bill to amend the Khoti Act
was down for second reading. But the Select Committee,
though it had got six months to report, had not accom-
plished its work, and Mr. Nugent asked the Council to
give it six months more. This was agreed to. Why had
the Committee not reported ? Mr. Nugent explained :—

The reply is, that the subject is exceedingly difficult and omne of

great complexity, and the Select Committee as well as the Government
have been endeavouring to obtain information on various points, but
mainly on the important point that it would be easible to carry out
the suggestion made by the Hon. Mr. Khare that the payments of
the rent to the Khots should be a certain fixed multiple of the
assessment.
But why should the Government and the Committee be
only now industrious in collecting information? Why,
this question has been urgent for many years, and it has
been on the anvil for at least a couple of years. When
tardy justice is to be done to Indians apparently prolonged
deliberation and enquiry are unavoidable; but when
Indians are to be repressed—by a new Sedition law, by
wrecking a Calcutta municipality, by revolutionising the
tariff at dictation from elsewhere—then there is no need
for enquiry, and deliberation is cut precious short.

Elsewhere we print the substance of a paper on Indian
currency read by Mr. Hermann Schmidt before the British
Association. He said :—

The constant depreciation of silver had a twofold effect on the

economical and financial condition of India. It provided an undoubted
and powerful stimulus to her productive energies, which made the
years of the falling rupee periods of steady and continuous improve-
ment in the Indian figures of exports and imports, shipping, rail-
ways, canals, excise, post and telegraph. But there was the other
side to this pleasing picture. Whilst the ‘‘India of the Indians”
had prospered, the foreign merchants were exasperated by the con-
stantly fluctuating exchange with the gold standard countries, the
Anglo-Indian community were suffering heavily by the smaller
amount &8f sterling which rupee salaries realised, and, above all, the
Indian Government lost most severely by the low exchange.
If it be true that we are in India for India’s good, and
that, as Lord Mayo said, we have no business to be there
on any other terms, Mr. Schmidt-draws a very heavy
indictment against the Indian Government, though he does
not seem to see it.

Mr. Schmidt draws a ‘pleasing picture,” if mot a
just one, of the prosperity of the “India of the Indians”—
the only India that we have any moral right to comnsider
on a comparison of conflicting interests. Yet, in the teeth
of this prosperity, we have changed its basis in deference
to the other considerations he enumerated. The grievance
of the foreign merchants is wholly imaginary; not one had
the least difficulty in adjusting his daily transactions to
the rupee. The Anglo-Indian community suffered, not
heavily, but not at all, in respect’of necessary expenditure

in India; indeed they were gaihers, like the Indians|

themselves. The official part of them did not suffer in so
far as they sent money home; for though Mr. Schmidf
overlooks it, a:compensation has been provided by a
benevolent Government— benevolent at other people’s
expense. In fact many of them went out with the rupee
several pence below the compensation exchenge, and have
all the advantage and no risks. The Indian Government
suffered most, but surely the Indian Government is in the
last resort the Indian taxpayer; and, as we are pretty
sick of repeating, the obvious course is to reduce the
Home Charges firmly and gradually and take the advan-
tage of the prosperity of the country on a sound basis,
instead of shifting it on to a purely artificial basis.

Discussing the question of the betterment of the police,
the Pioneer says that in this department of the Indian
administration “‘we find a highly elaborate system with
an admittedly corrupt and incompetent personmel, so far,
at least, as the lower ranks are concerned.” With full
deduction for abuse, “the working of the police is the
weakest side of our administration.” Everybody will agree
in this judgment, unless, indeed, one were to place the
highest guides of policy in the position of this bad eminence.
Unfortunately, “it does not seem within the limits of
official ingenuity to devise any far-reaching cure of the
admitted evils.” What seems wanted s a better stamp
of men, in the higher rank at least. This means better
pay and better prospects. The difficulty is to find the
wherewithal to pay; it is so much more brilliant to squander
the money on warlike enterprises. The Pioneer would like
to tap the propertied and professional classes for a supply
of sub-inspectors. We are not sure that even ‘‘constant
social relations’’ between the District Superintendent and
men of these classes would work the result, but in any
case how are such relations to be established and main-
tained in the existing trend of feeling? The suggestion
that an attraction might be found in treatment of the

oliceman ‘ as a gentleman,” with the further hope that

e “will perhaps behave as such,” will seem very odd to
Englishmen at home, and not particularly hopeful. So
it is quite right that the policeman should not be unjustly
subjected to indignities, even at the hands of smart magis-
trates and judges. But can the Ethiopian change his skin?
Still, we hope the Pioncer will continue to urge the attempt
in that sensible direction.

Possibly the Pioncer's suggestion of a solution of the
Berar question is not set forth without some hint of what
isin the mind of Lord Curzon’s Government. ‘The debt
due by the Nizam having long since been wiped out,” it
says, ‘“ there remains only the cost of the contingent, for the
payment of which the Government of India need to require
security.”” "We must repeat that the alleged debt was no
debt at all ; the immense account was never due; and it is
on official record, after the most stringent official investi-
gation, that only a very small fraction of it was due, if
indeed anything at all. The alleged “debt” is simply
a monstrous fraud, and the payment of it is a gross case
of ‘“stand and deliver!” The cost of the contingent
always was, and is, preposterous: and in any case it is
more for the purposes of the Government of India than for
the necessities, or even the pride, of the Nizam that it has
been kept up. However, this is what the Pioncer says:—

“We are prepared to assume that in order to keep this force up to
modern requirements the amount now spent (say forty-four lakhs) is
absolutely necessary. We would even go further and allow forty-
five lakhs. This being done why should not the precedent of 1860 be
followed, and after retaining so much of the Province as is sufficient
to pay this sum plus cost of administration why should not the remain-
ing districts be handed back to the Nizam ?

Very well; but mark this. The Pioncer says that on
such an arrangement
the new treaty would provide that one part of Berar should go ba
to Hyderabad, while the Nizsm would hand over the remaining
distriots required for the maint: of the contingent bodily to the
Government of India to be incorporated either with the Bombay
Presidency or the Central Provinces, leaving the Government of India
to keep the contingent in its present cantonmentsor fo employ the
regiments elsewhere.
Does the Pioneer recommend another barefaced robbery on
a smaller scale? The only interest the Nizam has in the
contingent is in so far as it protects his dominions. To
¢« employ the regiments elsewhere” and to take a slice
of territory for their maintenance is to deprive the Nizam
at one stroke hoth of the protection of the contingent and

of the territory for its support. What does it all mean?
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INDIA AND “PARTY QUESTIONS.”

ERHAPS no remark in the recent debate on the
Indian Budget excited more applause in the House
of Commons and in English newspapers than Sir Henry
Fowler’s renewed protest against the treatment of Indian
questions as ‘“ party questions.” One has heard this pro-
test so often, and from so many quarters, that it seems
worth while to enquire once more what precisely it
amounts to and what assumptions it involves. One could
easily imagine a political philosopher, whose business it is,
far remoyed from the din and strife of parties, to see life
steadily and see it whole, making such a protest not
indeed about Indian questions but about all questions con-
cerning the welfare of the State and its citizens. But the
protest is not quite the same when it singles out a particular
group of questions and comes from a man who has been
for many years a more or less conspicuous member of a
political party, Sir Henry Fowler has been Liberal
member for Wolverhampton for the past nineteen years
and in successive Liberal administrations has held the
offices of UnderSecretary for the Home Department,
Secretary to the Treasury, President of the Local Govern-
ment Board, and Secretary of State for India. TUntil
Tecent years at any rate one has always heard him spoken
" of as a ““good party man,” and, unless rumour is more
than usually misleading, there are still many Noncon-
formists who regard him as one of the bright and shining
lights of Liberalism. When a man holding this position
protests with vigour, on all possible occasions, that Indian
questions are not party questions and must not be treated
as such, one is tempted to make some enquiries. What,
one asks, ars party questions, properly so called ? How,
exactly, are party questions to be treated ? And what is
the feature in the treatment of them which makes it
desirable to set Indian questions apart in another category?
The cynic might perhaps answer that treating a question
as a party question means ignoring its intrinsic merits and
employing it merely as a pawn in the game between the
“‘ins” and the “outs”; that when questions are so treated
members of Parliament speak and vote upon them not as
they really think, but as the Whips dictate, and in the
way which they conceive to be most helpful to the purposes
of their party, whether it be a question of keeping their
friends in office or getting their opponents out of office.
Therefore, the argument would run, it is much better that
Indian questions should be kept out of this arena; let
parties wage their petty warfare over the House of Lords,
or registration, or local veto, or any other domestic peg
upon which they can claim that  Codlin’s the friend, not
Short,” but let. us at least save the interests of the
¢ brightest jewel in the Imperial diadem ” from contro-
versy at once so perilous and so contemptible.

That, or something like that, might be the reply of a
cynic. Before we look into it, it is important to note its
assumption — which Sir Henry Fowler, also, and his
friends in the Press are evidently prepared to make—that
at present Indian question are not treated as party ques-
tions in the House of Commons. One is to suppose that
Indian questions, unlike the comparatively trivial matters
which more intimately and obviously concern the popula-
tion of the United Kingdom, are at present discussed on
their intrinsic merits alone and that when a motion relat-
ing to India is taken to a division no considerations of
party loyalty are allowed to influence the votes of members,
The assumption is amiable enough. There is only one
objection to it, but that is a serious one, It is at variance
with notorious facts. Tt is not merely untrue hut the
reverse of the truth, as anybody can see who examines
Parliamentary debates and divisions on Indian questions.
Take, for example, the rec.nt dehate (June 15) on the
Indian Sugar Duty Act, in v hich Sir Henry Fowler him-
self took a prominent and creditable part. The Government
would not permit a debate upon the matter at all until a re-
quest for a day was made from the Front Opposition Bench
and it thus became possible to represent the issue as one of
confidence or no confidence. When Mr. Maclean, a member
of the Government’s party, rose to second Sir Henry

Fowler’s motion he said that ‘“he had been told that thig
was a motion of censure, and that it was wrong for any
one on the Government benches to second avote of censure on
the Government. But the motion had only taken the form
of a vote of censure because the Government had resolutely
persisted in denying honourable members any opportunity
of raising a debate on the question on its merits during
the last three months.” Precisely. And when the
division came the vote, as we pointed out at the time, was
as strictly a party vote as the Gtovernment could make it.
“‘The motion was officially described as a vote of censure,
the supporters of the Government were entreated to
abandon amendments and vote on the issue of confidence,
and the party Whips were tellers in the division.” An
examination of the division-list showed how obedient the

Ministerialists were to the party lash. Only three Unionists
voted with Sir Henry Fowler, and the supporters of the
motion were drawn not less exclusively from the Opposi-
tion. In these circumstances, we say, Indian questions:
are made party questions in the worst sense of the term,
Take any other important debate on an Indian question:
since the administration of India passed from the East
India Company to the Crown and a similav result is seen,
There is no need to multiply examples especially as on one
memorable occasion the Iéecrets.r_y' of State for India was
candid enough or imprudent enough to admit the truth.
It was at the time when the Tories were exulting over the-
“forward ” policy and the retention of Chitral, and in
the debate on Sir William Wedderburn’s amendment
regrotting the refention of Chitral (House of Commons,
February 17, 1896) Lord George Hamilton said :—

Before sitting down he congratulated his friends behind him that
the first time they had to give a party vote last year they were
actuated by true political instinets when, by an overwhelming
majority, they assented to this forward movement. He believed
there had been no forward movement in recent years made by any
Government which bad been more beneficial to all concerned, and
which would [more] tend to put an end to those periodical disturbances
and outbreaks of fanaticism and terrorism which had characterised
that part of her Majesty’s dominions.
¢The first time they had to give a party vote last year’”
—yes, and the vote was taken upon an amendment to the
motion to go into Committee on the Hast India Revenue
Accounts.

So far, then, as party machinery in the House of
Commons is concerned, Tndian questions are habitually
treated as party questions by the Government. Nor is it
easy to see how, under our present Parliamentary system,
the practice can be ayoided. For the Secretary of State
for India is a Cabinet Minister, his colleagues are therefore
jointly responsible with him for his official acts, and if the
House of Commons censures him it brings the life of the
Government to an end. It follows that all the resources
of the Government are employed in his defence. If the
Secretary for India were a private member the case would
be very different. But what would then become of the
theory of Parliamentary responsibility? ‘When, therefore,
the House of Commons is assured by Ministers or ex-
Ministers that Indian questions are not party questions
and should not be treated as such, what is meant is merely
that the Opposition must not oppose. The common and
ironical result is that the official machinery of both
parties is employed to suppress and to vote down
independent criticism of errors in Indian adminis-
tration —a vesult not unsatisfactory perhaps to the
individuals who are or hope to be Secretary for India, but
distinctly less satisfactory to impartial judges. THe latter
do mnot, indeed, desire to see Indian questions treated as
party questions in the cynical sense which we have indi-
cated above. But neither is it open to Sir Henry Fowler
80 to interpret the plivase. We take it that when he is
actually treating any question as a party question he is
applying to it the principles of the Liberal party. That
is what we claim for India. Depend upon it, the Tory
party in the lump has no hesitation about treating Indian
questions as party questions—that is to say, about apply-~
ing to them the principles, and regarding them through
the spectacles, of Toryism. It is high time that the party
of progress had the courage of its convictions in this
matter, and refused any longer to be misled by plausible
official catch-words, To Liberals who are worth their salt
the thing that matters is whether Liberal principles are
being—and, if not, how best they may he—ocarried out.

The persistent negation of them in India, with the Liberal.
leaders standing by, is & humiliation and a challenge,
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THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL,:

LAST week we drew attention to the able and conclu-
; sive Notes of Dissent tabled by Mr. Surendranath
Banerjea and Mr. Apear against the Report of the second
Select: Committee on the Calcutta Municipal Bill. We
dealt mainly with the astounding and misleading allegation
‘that the talk of the Commissioners precluded adequate
worlk, and showed that it is completely at variance with
officially admitted facts. We pointed out also that the
reduction of the number of elected commissioners from 50
to 25 is no remedy for the alleged fault even if it existed,
and that it is not supported, but quite the reverse, by a
comparison with the largest municipalities of Great Britain
—a comparison, strangely enough, invited by the Govern-
ment of India. On any serious consideration of the
question the Bill ought to be in the waste-paper basket.
The fundamental grounds of its origin and purpose are
entirely cut away.

The Government of Bengal, however, are impervious to
the claims of reason, and ome can only follow them step
by step in detail, so that the public may eventually learn
how perverse they are showing themselves. Their letter
of June 17 to the Government of India set forth five
j%r_incipal grounds for the infroduction of this mischievous

U=

(1.) The complete failure of the elective system to
secure adequate representation even of the different
interests existing in the Native City.—This must mean
that the Mahometans are not adequately represented. It
isnot apparent, however, that the Mahometans had lodged
any complaint on any such ground. The reason seems to
be purely e post facto, and merely argumentative. There
is no evidence that the Hindus have unduly overborne the
Mahometans; on the contrary, they have heen treated
with marked consideration and in a conspicuously friendly
spirit. But, even if they were aggrieved, how does the
proposed system meoot the grievance? Mr. Apcar explains
pointedly how the new Bill will work out in practice, and
how little the Mahometan population will have to be
thanlcful to their sod-disant champions:—

This reduction in the number of Ward Commissioners will entirely
destroy the representation of minorities which was built up with such
solicitude ou a previous occasion in this Legislature. It will de
exceedingly difficult, if not vmpossible, for a Makometan to be returned for
any ward. Mahometan Commissioners are returned now in a friendly
8pirit, in conjunction with Hindus, with the support of Hindu votes.
‘Sometimes they are returned without a contest, with a Hindn
collesgue. The elections will in future be fought out pursly on class
lines, and T venture to warn the Government that there will be risk
of racial feeling being excited in municipal election contests, par-
ticularly if the Mahomstans find themselves unsuccessful in elections
throughout the town. X
This is what comes of hot-headed legislation without pre-
liminary enquiry according to precedent. But for that
matter neither Hindus mnor Mahometans need care for
election at all, for they will be in a hopeless minority, both
races together. ‘It is the Hindu and Mahometan rate-
payers who pay the bulk of the taxes,” says Mr. Banerjea,
“but their representatives will have little or no influence in
‘determining how the proceeds of the taxes are to be spent.”
Why should they hother about representation when repre-
sentation is reduced to a ridiculous farce ?

(2) The practical exclusion of European men of business
from all share in the municipal government of Calcutta.—
Yet, in fact, the European wards enjoyed a proportionately
larger measure of representation, which was admittedly
designell, as Mr, Banerjea points out, ‘“‘to he a check
against the possibility of an undue preponderance of the
Hindus on the Corporation, and to provide a strong
minority of Europeans on that body.” Mr. Banerjea con-
tends fairly enough that this privilege should now be
withdrawn ; for now that the proportion of elected to
nominated Commissioners is to be reduced from 2 : 1 to
1:1, “to continue the concession would be to wealken
still further the Indian element, which under the Bill
would necessarily be in a minority.” Besides, why should
the Europeans be coddled and thrust forward on the Coz-
poration when they have not taken advantage of their
opportunities and privileges hitherto? They have excluded
themselves, so far as they have been excluded. The mere
fact that it is proposed to pay them for attendance is
-enough to dispose of their intrinsic claims. This part of
the Bill is purely artificial, and therefore utterly worthless,
if not worse than worthless, And, after all, as Mr. Apcar

says, “the BEuropean Ward Commissioners will be reduced
to a menimun !

(8.) The growth of party spirit and the appearance
among the elected Commissioners of g class of professional
and in some cases corrupt politicians.—It is quite evident,
on Messrs. Banerjea and Apcar’s showing, that this Bill
will arouse party spirit in unexampled degree and in its
bitterest forms. How ““professional’” politicians are to be
excluded from popularly elected assemblies, by this Bill or
otherwise, does mot appear; but in any case the answer
is that it is out of the question to look behind the fact of
election. Why, is not every member of the Government
of Bengal a professional politician? THow is a standard. to
be set up, and where is the machinery to adjudicate’ npon
it? The allegation is mere nonsense. The charge of
“ corruption ” ought to have been made definitively, or not
at all. Who are the men, and what have they done?
Unless the Government prosecute the parties, the charge
must be dismissed with contempt, Meantime, it has
brought about the resignation of more than half the
elected Commissioners. It is an intolerable insult.

(4.) The abuse of the Committee system, which paralysed
the Kxecutive officers and demoralised the subordinate
staff—On My, Apcar’s statement of the working of the
Corporation this charge is unintelligible. We await the
specific explanations of the Government.

(5.) The consequent breakdown of the conservancy and
water supply of the town and every department of muni-
cipal administration.—The question of conservamcy and
water supply is much contested, and the final sweeping
allegation is a preposterous exaggeration. It ig futile to
discuss such general propositions without the details on
which they are based.

Leaving in hopeless wreck the ¢ grounds” put forward
by the Government of Bengal in their Lstter to the
Grovernment of India, let us now turn to the Government
of India’s Letter to the Government of Bengal. We have
already seen how seriously the Bill prejudices their desire
to have the municipal administration ‘‘ businesslike, efficient,
and free from scandal and reproach,” and their express
wish that there shall be ‘‘no contravention of the broad
principles of Local Self-Giovernment already conceded.”
The Government of India suggested only ¢ the outlines’
of the revision of the existing system, and they indicated
that “in a more close adaptation of the Bombay model
might be found the solution for which they are seeking.”
The Bombay model itself would be gravely retrograde in
Calcutte; but Messrs. Banerjea and Sen, while declaring
themselves “no advocates of the Bombay system,” said in
their joint Note of Dissent that, if it were to be given a
trial in Calcutta, they were ¢ certainly of opinion that it
will not do to borrow from it here and there, but that the
system should be introduced into Calcutta in its entirety.”
But the Bill, as it has passed the Select Committee, maltes
no real adaptation of the Bombay system. The Govern-
ment of India specified only two reservations: the
reduction of the Commissioners to 50 (instead of the
Bombay 72), and a provision for the proportionate
representation of the constituent elements of the Cor-
poration in the portion of - the General Committee
(two-thirds) to be elected by that body. The matural
inference is that the rest of the Bombay system might be
taken bodily ; but that view has not commended. itself to
the Bengal Government. Messrs. Banerjea and Apcar
both demonstrate the most fundamental differences, all
tending to the subordination of Tndian opinion and the
practical suppression of Local Self-Government.

Thus: the Bombay Corporation consists of seventy-twa
members, as follows:—

36 elected at ward elections.

16 elected by the justices.

2 elected by the Fellows of the Uniyersity.

2 elected by the Bombay Chamber of Commere:.

16 appointed by the Bombay Government.

Of 572 justices 335 are Indians. Of 342 Fellows of the
University 208 are Indians. Thus 54 out of the 72 mem-
bers are returned by Indians or their representatives. On
the whole, ““out of 72 members 60 are Indians, and there
are only three Europeans who are members of the Stand-
ing Committee.”” Contrast Calcutta. Under the revised
Bill the Calcutta Corporation will consist of the following
members :—

925 elected at ward elections.

15 appointed by Government. -
10 nominated by the European trading and mercanil's Iaterest&
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if:tolr by the Chamber of Commerce, four by the Trades' Association,
by the Port Trust).
Mr. Banerjea justly comments as follows :—

Now it is very obvious that the ten members nominated by the
special constituencies will all be Europeans, and the bulk of the
fifteen members nominated by the Gov.rnment will also be Europeans
in the sense in which that word is used by the Government, and then
there are the European wards which in all probability will return

Euro, . Further, among the elected ioners there may
be a few officials, as there are at present. It is safe to assume that
the ¢ Europeans *’ wi lly speaking, vote on the official side.
The rep ives of the ratepayers in the Corporation and in the
General Committee will thus be in a minority, and not, as in the
Bombay C ion, in a majority. How, then, let me ask, is the
Bombay model faithfully reproduced? What b of local self-
government in Calcutta?

Not content with this reductio ad absurdum both Mr.
Banerjea and Mr. Apcar follow out the proposals into
details as to the constitution and powers of the three
co-ordinate authorities, the result of which is to emphasise
the disastrous difference. ‘‘The difference between the
Bombay and Calcutta systems,” says the former member,
““is based on the ground that the population of Calcutta
is more diversified than that of Bombay.” The fact, as
he points out, is just the other way :—

The tion of Calcutta consists of the three great divisions of
Hindus, tans, and Europeans. The pnpulation of Bombay
is less homogeneous, and there is & greater confliot of interests there
than here. In addition to the Hindus, Mahometans, and Europeans,
iﬂ;nynp‘nlmnn‘ wmpﬂae:f ?ie Parsees, I’qrtll‘guege, and Jews, who

o in

These Notes of Dissent eonclusively demolish the Bill on
every point of argument. The unhappy thing is that
argument may be powerless in the face of an overwhelming
force of authority bent on a project for keeping down the
public activity of Indians in the administration of their
own local affairs. The Bill is but a branch of the new-
fangled policy of repression. The Government can have

“their way if they so choose. But a wise statesman keeps
his'eye upon the end of his projects, and the inevitahle
end to this monstrous policy is but too plain. Meantime,
““What becomes of local self-government in Calcutta ? ”

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA:
THEIR MANY MERITS BY MANY WHO HAVE
KNOWN THEM.

Coliected and Edited with an Introduction by Arrz=n Wess
(President Tenth Indian National Comgress).

1L,

Sm Groree C. M. Bmowoon, K.OLE. Zate Bombay
Medical Staff; Special Assistant in the Revenue, Statistics
and Commerce Department, India Office; Royal Com-
missioner, Colonial and Indian Ezhibition, 1886.

‘The idolatry of the Hindus is a sore point with most
Englishmen, and Europeans generally. I will not allow my-
self to here enlarge on this topic, nor is it necessary, as the
following anecdote will suffice to indicate my own conclusions
on the subject, impressed on me, as they have been by many
similar experiences of my life in Bombay. The late Hon.
Jugonnathjee Sunkersett was a bigoted Hindu, of the most
uncompromising temper; but, owing to some service I was
able to render him in 1857, 1 enjoyed his entire confidence, and
there is no man in whom I have ever taken a deeper personal
interest, or for whom I could possibly have a more affectionate
or steadfast regard. We were so intimate, that he would freely
admit me to his presence while engaged in private worship
with his domestic Brahman; only I sat down on such occasions
Jjust beyond the threshold of the door leading from his bedroom
—in his Girgaum house—into the room in which he worshipped
the ancestors of his family, and the greater deities of the
oﬁ'cul Bn]u!mnic Pantheon; and seated there o posite me,
stripped to his skin, with the i of his gods before him,
and e attendant Brahman, and ﬁl‘. the utensils of idolatrous
worship, he would explain every detail of it to me as it pro-
ceeded. Now, the great longing of his heart was that, before
he should see death he might be blessed with the birth of & son
to his only son Venayekrow Jugonnathjee, familiarly called
Rowjee. Years had followed years, but only girls had been

llnrn'to Ro;jea. and the birth of a man child to appear
peles thiee Sunk himsalt iiladiEren
sliine in Western India praying for a grandson, and had avex’l

extended his pilgrimages to Benares, and I believe to Muttra
and Hardwar, for the purpose: and he never saw me without

& theisubij .
- Such was the

ject into our conv %
wl_nen,beingonsvisittothehillataﬁgno

colléctors—of the loecality, before the uncouth altar to "Pix;nth
[i.c., Pasha-Natha, ‘‘ Pasture Lord ”’] “Deo,” in the dark ever-
green grove of Iron-wood trees at ¢ Danger Point,”” on the west
side of the hill, just above, and to the left of ** The Waterfall,””
I concesled mysalf behind a rent in the stone wall enclosing
the grove. A number of poor, abject creatures had
there, and were about to kill a scared-looking cock, when
suddenly, who should come trotting into the gloom of the
grove, from the opposite side to where I was, but the Hon.
Jugonnathjee Sunkersett, followed by a mounted orderly, for
he was a ber of the Legislative Council of Bombay, and
two running Seous. I thought at first that he was there from
curiosity, and was about to go forward to greet him; but
immediately the peons placed themselves at the head of his
horse, and he dismounted, and stepped up before the degraded
shrine. He was a man, as I have said, of splendid presence, of
the Scytho-Aryan type, and there he stood, in the light of a
sloping ray of the declining sun, that stole in between the dark
trunks of the Iron-wood trees, long-robed, and high turbaned,
and girded round the loins, a living presentiment fer the
moment of the “ magnificent son of Akbar”; but in another |
instant he was wringing his hauds in an agony of prayer, with
the burning tears sir i lown his hand massive, and
now deeply seared face; “his wan, beseeching eyes looking
straight up toward the heavens. Feeling that I was a
spectator of what I certainly ought not to witness, I stealthily
withdrew from the spot, strolling on leisurely toward the
bazasr. I had not gone on my way more than a quarter of an
hour, when, just before reaching the Clarendon Hotel, I became
aware of galloping horses approaching me from behind, and
presently heard my name being joyfully shouted after me,
and almost before I could turn round, the honourable Jugon-
nathjee Sunkersett and his escort were upon me, his face
lighted up in the golden gloaming with the most proudly
radiant look of gladness. ‘ Oh, Seetjee,” I said, responsively
to his mood, ‘‘you have received good hope of a grandson.”
< Indeed, yes,” he replied, ‘it is just what I wanted to tell you,
Birdwood.”” ‘‘But,” I interpolated, *“ what solid ground have
you for your assurance ?”’ His answer was, ‘‘Solid ground
for assurance? Why Gop himself has told me!” I was
astounded by the reply, and could say nothing for awhile—
remembering what I had secretly seen—for my emotion, and
left him to talk on like a happy child, until by devious paths—
but as much as possible, still pressing eastward —we at last
arrived at ** Alexander (now called Alexandra) Point.” This
point is a little beyond & mile east from *“ Danger Point,” and
commands the whole of the picturesque vale of the Chouk
river, trending away south-westward between the main mass
of Matheran and its north-eastern spur, called, from its flinty
surface, Garbut. The twilight had now passed, in the valley
below us, into a purple tint, rising higher and higher to the
great grove [*“ Ram Bagh "] of wide spreading mangoes snd
towering Jambools, lordliest foliage of the woodlands of
‘Western India, and other fine forest trees, hanging upon the
east-side of the hill, half-way down the thread-like track of
the old zig-zag ghat road to Chouk. The warm purple wist
welled up to this level, but above it the umbrageous top of
Matheran was flushed over with the clear reflection from the
refulgent orange light yet lingering in the west, turning all its
enchanted lsafage to a rich mystic green, of gem-like illumina-
tion. In the advancing night, thus momentarily irradiated
with the s'ill enfolded brightness of departing day, the whole
mountain and valley seemed filled as with the visible glory of
overshadowing deity; and Sunkersett at once became silent
before the profoundly solemnising, wondrous scene. Silently
he watched the primitive hill-men r ing by the precip
Chouk ghit road to their scattered huts in the rapidly darken-
ing depths of the valley below, each one, as he advanced to
the head of the dangerous ascent, bending lowly down, and
reverently, towards the sun's far sunken flame : —
“Through Ages hymned by Hindu devotee.”

The tumult of his soul was hushed ; and at the last, from its
depth, as we turned to retrace our steps homeward, he thought-

y, but in his fi oracular observed: «F Yes,
Jjust as our five fingers go back to one and the same srm, so all
religions go back to one and the same Gobn.” Thus alosed
what was to prove an ever memorable day with him; for,
remarkable to relate, witl the pletion of nine from
that date, & grandson, the deferred hope of all the years of his
prime, was born to Jugonnathjee Sunkersett. And then, the
great hope of his life having been fulfilled, straightway a
change came over him. He was a man of strenuous energy,
and the most masterful natural capacity, and undisguised
ambition and pride. He was not only the leader of the Hindus
of Bombay, but after the death of the first Sir Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, of the whole Native community. But now he laid
aside all worldliness, and unobtrusively, and determinedly,
submitted himself to the great desire for death that seemed to
have taken complete possession of him; saying, on my once
venturing to remonstrate with him for thus yielding himself
up to die, and, in so saying using almost the very words of the -
Greek writer: ‘* It is not difficult, Birdwood, but easy ; for the -

g man may walk it blind-

is not crooked, but straight, and not up, and then down, -
baut all d d; and an unfear:
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fold.” No! he had seen the salvation of Gob, as sought by
him; and now all ke wanted was to depart in peace. Soon
-afterwards he died; and then a very great burning was made
for him. I thought it would have given me a cruel shock.
But it was attended with none of the horrors, the awful
reverberatory furnace, and the repulsive factory-like chimuey,
and all the soulless mechanism of cremation in Europe. Except
that milk was used instead of wine, the ritual was essentially
that described by Homer in the burial of Patroclus; and so
far from being pained, when it was all over, I looked up into
the clear and brilliant heavens above, I was soothed by the
reflection that no taint of earthly corruption would ever be
associated with the memory of my friend, for all that had been
mortal of him was now part of the sunshine around and about
me; a consideration naturally suggesting the inspiring hope
that if human self-consciousness was indeed iwmortal, the
freed spirit of Jugonnathjee Sunkersett was already with the
““ Father of Lights,” “ the Ancient of Days.” 1t is impossible
1ot to be deeply interested in such men, and when you know
‘them, for what they really are, not to have the sincerest friend-
ship and admiration for them. As for their idolatry, my
whole mind was changed toward it after that auswer given by
Jugonnathjee Sunkersett near the Clarendon Hotel :—< Solid
ground for my assurance? Why, Gob himself has told me!"”
—and this out of the mouth of aman T had just seen apparently
praying to a hidecus heap of foully-ruddled and stinking stones !
Henceforward I knew that there were'not many gods of human
worship, but one God only, who was polyonomous [* els &v
wo\vdvypos éo7e”’]; being named according to the variety of
the outward condition of things, which are always changing
and everywhere different.’—* Representative Men of India,” Sir
George Birdwood, . H. Allen, 1889.

GexerAL Jonx Brices. Served in India, retiring, in 1835 5
Resident at Nagpur.

‘I have long since come to the conclusion of the Abbé
Raynal in his History of India, that * Mankind under similar
circumstances in all parts of the globe will act alike.” I find
among my acquaintances who have long resided in India, that
after travelling over Burope they have reason to think more
highly of the natives of India every day.'—‘Admission of
Educated Natives into the Indian Civil Service,’ Dadablai
Naoreji, M.P., Commercial Press, Bombay, 1893.

Mijor-GeNERAL S1r 0. T. Burne, K.C.8.1. (1879). Some-
time Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief in
India.

¢ Speaking generally, the typical Hindu is quiet, industrious,
-and tolerant in religious matters unless provoked to excite-
ment. It has been truly said by a distinguished military
writer that the natives of India, both as friends snd foes, have
proved themselves gallant soldiers, not unworthy of being
matched with Europeans.’—* Clyde and Straithnairne’® (Rulers
of India Series), Major-General Sir O. 7. Burne, K.C.S.I.,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1891.

S Grorce Canesrrr, K.C.ST. Served in India, 1842 to
1875 ; Lieutenant- Governor of Bengal, 1871-1874.

¢ Practically T should say that the religion of the Hindus is
the simplest monoth¢ism. This may more particularly apply
to Northern India, where the Mahometans have destroyed the
temples, and more impregnated the country with their ideas;
but in all dealings with all classes of Natives, in conversation,
and appeals to a higher power, T have never found any active
or practical belief in particular gods or idols; and under
different names, Hindus, Mahometans, and Christians all look
to and appeal to one and the same God, invisible and all-
powerful. Butas the Hindus claim no recent revelation, moral
religion is less active as a guide of their lives than with Chris-
tians or Mahometans, and most of their faith is natural religion.
They have an undoubted apprehemsion of a future state of
rewards and punishments, but in no distinct form, and their
reliance is on good work, They have the feeling of charity to
amankind which, perhaps, results from that ‘‘moral sense’ which
is a pm't of our nature, and the chief of their good works
are practical benevolences to mankind. A Hindu who wishes
to lay up for himself a store of good deeds founds institutions
for feeding the poor, or builds wells and serains, or plants
trees to protect travellers from the suns’. . . . [Discussing the
question of honesty.] *The fact I take it to be that, while
there are many more professional thefts in India, there is
a much larger proportion of occasional thefts by servants,
-etc., in England. It is wonderful how seldom servants and
others, not thieves by profession, pilfer in India.’ ¢Child-
murder, as it involves concealment of the fact, would not
be shown by the reports; and the murder of female infants,
at one time common among certain tribes in certain parts of
the country, is sometimes represented to be very general in our
Provinces. But I must say that I doubt the fact. I do not
think that it is likely to occur in present prosperous circum-
stances among large clans, in which there is plenty of room for
intermarriages without infringing the rule which prohibits the
marriage of blood relations. In fact, except among isolated
families claiming peculier rank, girls are very valuable, and if

child murder did take place to a large extent, many instances
must come to light. If ten such cases be ascertained by the
magistrate, we may well believe that ninety are concealed ;
but if none are found out, I should believe in neither ninety
nor nine, I have had to do with a considerable Rajpoot popu-
lation, and have seen nothing of the kind. I am therefore
slow to believe speculative people who go into a village, pencil
in hand, and, because they fancy that they see more boys than
girls, calculate and propound that exactly one-half of the female
infants of the ordinary agricultural Rajpoots are annually
murdered.'—* Modern India,’ George Cumpbell, Bengal C.S.
Murray, 1852,

Sie G. B. Crerk, G.C.SX. Served in, or for India, 1818 to
1876 ; Nominated Governor of Bombay, 1860. Evidence
before Select Committes, Commons, 1853.

 Looking at the long experience you have had of Natives,

what is your opinion of the standard of morality among the
best of the native population, those with whom you have come
in contact, and in whom you have placed confidence among
the higher classes?'—*T should say that the morality amon
the higher classes of the Hindus was of a high standard, ani
among the middling and lower classes remarkably so; there is
less of immorality and less of extreme poverty than you would
see in many countries in Europe. In all their domestic rela-
tions, and their charify to their neighbours, they are superior
to what you will find in many countries ; it is not so wuch so
perhaps with the Mahometans, but still T should say that there
is no striking degree of imwmorality among them. ‘Is it your
opinion that confidence might be placed in the natives for the
performance of the duties of many higher offices than they are
now employed in in those districts ?’—* Certainly, if allowed
salaries sufficient to place them on a respectable footing.”
¢ You mean that if their allowances were such as to maintain
them in the relative station in which they ought to be, as com-
pared with BEuropeans, confldence might bo placed in their
honest and straightforward conduct ?’—* Certainly, for official
business of most kinds.” ©Are the decisions of the judges
between the lowest class and the Zillah judge looked on as
equal to the decisions of the Zillah judge ?°—*I hu. had but
little opportunity of comparing them, but I should say that
they are. The decisions of all the native judges are considered,
1 believe, to have fully answered the expectations formed of
their capacities for administering justice.’ ¢ Have you ever
taken pains to enquire into the questions which have been
raised npon appeal from the decisions of the nuative judges, and
the result of those appeals?’—*¢I have read their decisions.’
¢Have you formed a judgment upon the subject yourseif, as to
whether the decisions of the Zillah judges are superior to those
of the Native judges?’—‘I should not say that they are
superior. The decision of the Native judgeis as good as that of
the Buropean judge.’—Suame source as views of General Briggs.

Hexzy J. S. Corroy, C.S.I. Indian Service 1867 fo 1899 ;
Member Bengal Legislative Council, 1892 ; Chief Commis-
sioner, Assam, 1896: Author of various works on India.
(Wriling @n 1885.)

¢ The superiority of the Natives of the country in administer-
ing law and justice to their own people is indeed a fact that
cannot be seriously disputed. The intellectusl attainments and
high moral virtues of Dwarkanath Mitter sufficiently vindicate
the competence of Natives to exercise the most responsible
functions. He sat for many years upen the bench of the High

Court of Judieature in Bengal. Other Native gentlemen might

also be mentioned, who before and after him have occupied the

same post and acquitted themselves with credit. At the same
time the judicial appointments in the lower grades of the service
are already filled by Natives, and there is abundant testimony
to show that they discharge their duties with integrity and

ability.’—INDIA, September 8, 1899.

Vicror Cousiy (1792-1867). Founder of Systematic Eclecti-
cism tn Philosophy. :

¢On the other hand, when we read with attention the poetical
and philosophical movements of the East, above all those of

India, which are beginning to spread in Europe, we discover

there so many truths, and truths so profound, and which make

such a contrast with the meanness of the results at which the

European genius has sometimes stopped, that we are con-

strained to bend the knee before that of the East, and to see in

this cradle of the human race the native land of the highest
philosophy.’—* Thoughts en the Past and Future of India,’

Manasukhardm Stryardm.

A. T. Crawrorn. Indian Civilian, writing in 1892 :—

‘I am one of those who, with all my Indian experience
before me, have had special opportunities in later years of
studying police cases of every kind in England, and of hearin
what barristers and solicitors say of the civil cases in whi
they are concerned. The daily journals teem, too, with cases
in which false swearing on one side or the other is palpable,
and judges inveigh, in vain, from the bench against the pre-
valence of perjury. Has there ever been a worse case in India
than what is known as the “ Hurlbert” case, to say nothing of
several more recent instances of perjury in connexion with
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-will suits 7 Has there ever been more wholesale perjury than
“in the Tichborne, commonly known as the ¢ Claimant’s’" case?
-or the Piggott part of the Times’ Cc ission, which bined
forgery with false swearing? I have been thrown in contact
with the English agricultural—the farmer and the labourer—
classes, and find them quite as much, if not more, addicted to
lying than my old friend Bhow Pater or Baboo Kumbi in
India. The factis that ** service men ™ go out to India young,
without any experience of their own countrymen, and at first,
from the very nature of their duties, seeing only the seamy
side of Native character, they become impressed with the belief
that those around them have no regard for veracity, a belief
so strong that a subsequent better knowledge can hardly
‘eradicate it. Professions]l men and those connected with
mercantile pursuits, on the other hand, similarly ignorant of
their own land, and also going out in their youth, live in large
cities or stations, know nothing or mext to mothing of the
langnages, and have little communication with non-English
ing Natives, and that little is through the interpretation
of their clerks. Few, very few, if any of us, get to know any-
thing of the masses of Natives, their habits, their modes of
thought, their inner lives. Betwixt us and them “ there is a
. great gulf fixed,” and we are apt in our self-conceit and
ignorance to judge rashly and barsbly, and usually fail to
perceive that the poor people around us have very many good
qualities that should command our respect. Somehow or (f:ﬁ:t
it has become a settled belief that Natives are habitually liffts,
and in the courts of law indulge the propensity with the utmost
freedom. We do not know how often the Native does not
rightly understand his questioner—how very easily he is con-
fused, and made to say (or misinterpreted to say) what he does
not really mean, The imperturbable Briton, though of the
strictest veracity, can often be shown up to public scorn when
in the witness box, to contradict himself and appear bent upon
prevarieation; ke is being examined by his own countryman,
in his own langnage—the Native witness is often in the haunds
of an examiner who imperfectly understands him, and has to
take his evidence at second-hand. Why should we salways
jump to the conclusion that the Native witness is bent on
perjuring himself 7 Why not make as much allowance for the
Native as for the Englishman ? We come to be more charitable
when we get older and have left the East for good: we find,
when it is too late, from what we see of our countrymen and
women, that we must often have judged very harshly and
uncharitably in India. It is not a pleasant retrospect.’—
Supplied in MS. by Mr. Talcherkar from ‘Reminiscences of a
Mofussil Policeman,” by A. T'. Crawford.
g (To be continued.)

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
[Frox AN INpIAN CORBESPONDENT.]

Boxsay, September 2.

Almost all the Indian papers have now commented on the
Budget debate i Parliament, and especially on the atra-
bilarious attack by Lord G. Hamilton on Sir William Wedder-
burn and Ixp1s. That there was no foundation in fact for
Lord G. Hamilton’s malicious explosion goes without saying.
As for Sir William Wedderburn all India has spoken with no
uncertain voice. Tndia is indignant at the foul attack, I
propose to forward to you on an early day a collection of
opinions on the subject by the Indian Press that would be
worth distributing among members of Parliament, who will
then have an opportunity of-learning fully in what high
estimation and regard Sir William Wedderburn is held. There
is not an Englishman at the present moment who is more

reparation—I mean in the case of Professor G. K. Gokhale.
The very excellent civic work which that distinguished Pro-
fessor of Fergusson College is doing has had its effect on the
Head of the State who about two years ago, in the same
Clouncil chamber, attacked him with a severity of tone which
was universally regarded as unjustifiable. But, as Govern-
ments are never in the habit of admitting errors, it is some-
thing to elicit from Lord Sandhurst a voluntary expression of
opinion as to the good work done in plague matters in Poona
by Professor Gokhale. More valuable still is the work that
Professor Gokhale has been discharging in the Poona Munici-
pality as Chairman of the Finance Committee. T attach the
highest value to that work; and gifted as Professor Gokhale is
with & remarkably clear head and a lucidity of expression—
often of great eloq and tn 1 fancy the Govern-
ment in the future will yet have to reckon with him more than
in the past. He is already the natural leader of the moderate
but advanced party in the Capital of the Deccan, and is most
likely to gain a seat in the general election for the Legislative
Council a few months hence. His remarkable abilities, especially
in finance would be a great acquisition to that body. The
Bombay public, if he is elected, will have two most able men
to fight the battle of provincial finance. The Hon. Mr, Mehta
has been rendering yeoman's service in this direction for the
past few weeks both here and in the Tmperial Legislative
Council. In our Local Council the other day he fought
strenucusly for greater financial freedom for all the Provinces.
Tt is a pity that the published report of his speech on the occa-
sion is far from full. Mr.Mehta demonstrated by quotations from
the official authorities how far the Imperial Government has de-
parted from the wholesome and beneficent principle of provincial
contracts laid down by the Government of Lord Ripon in 1SS1.
Since that year, owing to the active military policy of the Imperial
Governmenyf, there has been a fresh retrogression in provincial
finance. The healthy principle that only one-third of the
increased revenues of a province should be taken by the Tm-
perial Government has been gravely departed from, thanks to
the mischievous policy of external aggression and breathless
railway construction. The non-productive central authority
now sweeps away into its bottomless treasury almost the
greater portion of the enhanced guinquennial revenue, regard-
Tess of increased burdens, especially for plague and famine,
entailed on the subordinate administrations, while starving the
productive entities. Not until the provincial finances are
genuinely decentralised can the provincials hope to build large
surpluses or spend on many administrative needs, The octopus
of the Military Department eats up everything. The first step
in reform must be to deal with that harpy, though the Central
Government needs to be given a certain larger percentage of
provincial revenues. This is the only way of curbing its waste-
ful expenditure.

AT

BRITISH SOLDIERS AND INDIANS.
A NEW ARMY ORDER.

WISE CONCESSION TO PROTESTS.

The following order in reconstruction of the existing para—
graph on the subject in Army Regulations has (says the
Pioneer) a significance which it is not difficult to locate : —

““Whenever serious breaches of discipline, acts of violence,
outrages and affrays, or disputes take place in any of which
Natives and soldiers are concerned, or when any unusual events
occur, the officer commanding on the spot will report the
incident by telegram direct to the Adjutant-General, repeating
the telegram to the Secretary to the Government of India in
the Military Department, the Deputy Adjutant-General of the

hbeloved by my countrymen than he, and it is in 1 n
at the capital towns to hold very shortly public meetings
expressive of the undiminished confidence in that thorough
English gentleman who has such deep and abiding sympathy
for the people of this country.

At the last meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council the
Hon. My, Mehta had balf-a-dozen inf tions on the Sirdars
Natu and an equal number on the recent questions and answers
in the House of Commons touching the precious Law College.
Needless to say both interpellations were framed on what the
Times of India calls the “Socratic method.”” They were meant
to corner the Gov t, and d the Gov t was.
It was a most difficult operation to give straightforward replies,
s0 the Government had to wriggle out as best it conld—not an
edifying spectacle. The Sirdars Natu are still denied ordinary
Jjustice, which is not a little scandalous, and reflects not a little
on the fair reputation of the British Government for judicial

partiality. B lent despotism » is worse than despotism
pure and simple. Here is an instance of it. Lord Sandhurst
missed a golden opportunity of doing what was just and
generous; and T say that his replies have enhanced his un-
popularity, However, on cognate matters he has made some

d, and the G 1 Officer cc ding the district.
A detailed report of such occurrences will be submitted through
the prescribed channel by post for transmission to the Head-
quarters of the Command, further reports following as Tacts of
the case become more fully clucidated. Lieut t-Generals
commanding the forces will forward these reports to army
headquarters in all cases,which they may consider of a serious
nature.”

The Pioneer adds that the Li t-G 1 C ding:
in Bengal has issued special instructions in Command Orders
that all assaults committed by British soldiers on Natives are
to be reported to the General Officer of the district, who will
decide whether any further mention is to be made of the
matter, When a case of the kind appears to the regimental
Commanding Officer to be sufficiently serious to be reported
under the existing regulations it is to be reported in the way
already prescribed,

Commenting on the new Army Order the Times of India (September
2) writes :—“ An Army Order which was promulgated a few days
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ngo has not yet ntmwhed the ntﬁenﬂon its importaneedmva The
Order directs that serious breaches of discipli
affrays, mdupumhhphosm'hmhkuhlhnrﬁnhum!dim
are concerned, or ‘when any unusual eventa occur,” the Officer
Commanding on the spot is to report the incident by telegram direct
b%“mﬂmsmmmmmwbmw
to G Military Departm Deputy Adjutant-General
of the C 3, and the General Oﬁwf‘ ding the District.
The same procedure is to be followed whenever an officer or soldier is
killed or wounded by a fanatic or other person, or meets with sudden
or violent death, or grave injury under very exceptional circum-
stances. It may be assumed that this Order is the direct outeome of
& notorious case now under trisl. Sericus delsy is believed to have
occurred upon that occasion in notifying the central suthorities re-
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able that anyone will be punished for this ink trage by about
a dozen soldiers in the presence of many others.” )

The Morning Leader wrote (Thursday) :— ‘A

from Allababad reports the acqui ofthoth!r)dc

muﬁd%qpﬁngonhganﬁ&ngmdwﬂchmkwh
promptly informed the ic at home last A

Seven soldiers are and they are bei: —and acquitted—

one by one. Yesterday's message that ‘it is most improbable

anyone
dozen soldiers m the presence of many others.” The remark recalls

the speech of the prosecuting counssl, which is re) in the
Indian journals to hand by the last mail. The case both
thnhr'ldek’llnﬂtbdzﬁmhy India of ining a verdict

charged with assault
hsee,huwsm thst-mnmyotdsz

ding the incid and the G t of India were evidentl
for some time unaware of what had happened. The mew Order
should render such delsys impossible in foture, and it msy be hoped
M&dmﬁdduaﬁmﬂyhﬂnmhmﬁmﬁnwh
Xepes:

[Th.mwu case referred t0 by the Times ¢of India and the
Fioncer is, of course, the Rangoon outrage. ]

THE RANGOON OUTRAGE.
TRIAL OF THE ACCUSED.

. [Frox e *‘Times or Inpia.”’]

Before the Recorder and a special jury of nine persons the trial of
the six scldiers of the West Kent Regiment on the charge of out-
raging a Burmese woman commenced at Rangoon on August 28.
The Court was crowded with both the civil and military element of
the station.

After some di don b counsel wheth d should be
tried jointly in one trial or whether they should be tried separately,
the Court decided that the case should proceed by separate trials, and
Private Thorpe was picked out to stand his trial first.

The charge was read out to the prisoners, who pleaded not guilty,
and claimed to be {ried.

The Government Advocate then opened the case for the Crown.
The story for the p ion was then lled, but meeds no

prompt it o!a.llsuo‘hunulhbywldlezsb
beunmmixgm horities. The this ord,
mdthaBngoonmu,uthaﬁmlndduﬁmafbiumnk,
quite obvious.

BRITISH INDIANS IN NATAL.
THE DEALERS' LICENCES ACT.

The Manchester Guardian (September 18) wrote: We gather
from INDIA that Mr. Chamberlain hu been in communication
with the Natal G t with respect to the treatment of its
Outlanders, and that in consequence the licensing boards have
been advised *‘ to exercise caution in refusing Indian lmenees,
so as not to interfere with vested interests.” This is en=

couraging so far as it goes; but there is everything to be said
for the remedy which the Indians in Natal want, namely righ$
of appeal from the decisions of the local boards to a Supreme
Court, The Dealers’ Licence Act of 1897, under which so
many complaints have arisen, is an unjust piece of legislation,
The people of Natal have a right to say thst certain standards
shall bekeptnpmlhe mnngvmtmdcondnctofthmr-h
and enf , if ¥ inst the Indmn
traders. They havn no right to tect
perfectly fair competition irrespective of the standuda Which
are deemed necessary in the public interest, still less have they
the right to use the Act of 1597, arbitrarily to remove existing
competition and to ruin in one hour the trade which an Indian
xmmxgmnt has taken years to build up, simply and solely
he is an Indian. The Act gives far too much power o

=3
T

recapitulation, as it has already been hat folly reported in the | b
proceedings of the Lower Court. Referring to the action of the
officers, counsel thought that it was ble that the officers of the
regiment considered the story was an exaggerated one, for no Eng-
lishman would be willing to believe that it was possible that a num-
ber of men could have behaved in such an inhuman manner towards
&um,undluddmthonﬁmof&eugmmtmvhchm
men belonged. Counsel said he would not disclose to the Jul'y the
of the d b the defending counsel obj: on
the ground of their inadmissibility. Counsel maintained that con-
sidering Mah Goon’s respectability and physical condition it was
impossible that she could have solicited the acoused, and he discredited
the story of the alleged prostitution. He explained that it was
probably a case of misidentification as regarded Sullivan. Counse]
was not going to put him forward as a witness to be relied on, be-
cause, although he was not implicated by the other accused, yet he
did not come forward till some time afterwards to give evidence. In

lusion, counsel characteri: ’lhafactthnttwmtyuthirtym
‘were witx of this as being ful to bers of

Tk 1

the local suthorities, who may—in some cases undoubtedly
have—been influenced by purely personal interests in the ad-
ministration of the Act, and the Indian trader is entitled as a
mere matter of elementa:muxtice to protection against its
more flagrant abuses. is said to sympathise with the
Outlanders in the Transvaal. But within its own borders it
has Onﬂnnden. in these British subjects from India, who, en-
couraged in the first instance o immigrate to Natal, not only
remain destitute of political rights, but are liable by a stroke
of the pen tox deprived of their livelihood without compensa-
tion for good and without right of appeal.

THE INDIAN GOLD STANDARD.

At last it is accomplished. A week ago yesterdsy the Legislative
Council of the Governor-General of India met in Simla, and agreed
toﬂwlsanoof.prochmum announcing to the world that from this

henceforward to the end of the world. or of the British dominion
in the sovereign is to be, nnt the legal tender but legal
4 st ’—‘"n!ﬂut’ ds ClinwnDlwhnlto!d

seciety, and even more so in the case of v who beh in
the way that they did to this old woman. It was almost incredible,
but it was nevertheless true. It was shocking to believe that twenty
or thirty men, Europesn British soldiers, could have been on that
spot and seen what was going on, and that not one of them raised a
hand, or ran a single risk, or even raised & voice in the defence of the
Ppoor woman.

The e%idence was then led, and the case adjourned.

Council that it was a ¢ of t hoa
thecumnuynflnduonagoldlumudmdowln&mwnthllubh
And no doubt itis. He and Lord Curzon were in such
lhnrrytogetthxl standard ™ set up as the pew god for all Indis
w'mhy,m:mqwﬂdmmtfwmdm&mw
the establish of a_mint to coin golden sovereigns

in Indm, nor yeb f lor the dies nnd nf.hﬂ-toolu aoes::ztotha business.
No, the ust be d ive forthwith, and now

Private Martin, the seventh in the Rangoon outraga case,
who was struck down with enteric fever, is now convalescent, but it
is feared that he will not be able to stabd his trial for some little
time in consequence of his mind being a bit unhinged.

The charge against Private Thorpe is still proceeding.

ACQUITTAL 0P JOHNSON.

A Reuter’s telegram from Rangoon dated Tuesday last (September
19) stated that the trial of Private William Jobnson, the second

silver rupees are only worth about 10d., as Mr. David Ynlepomhd
out in his recent address to 'hsBankofCAlmtu, but at this exchange
thcy-ﬂlbeksﬂednmﬁhnxmmm No wonder that Mr.
b 5% < , .

willing to sell rupees at this price muchmgc forgn!dt?zev’muy'.
Government had no intention whatever of buying them. ‘! There
would ba no nbh ition,"’ he nxd ‘*to give gold for rupees, bacause
that would borrowing of an immense and

of the six men of the West Kent Regiment who were committed ::wgmlgtheGo ot Tt % =
hﬂummﬂmdmrgauioutngmgthm,hn uihﬁxaﬂuﬁo,bnwisitgvhgmmtlh 9h|.ipﬁmllin
lted in the acquittal of the tkuwm amount, t and indirect, to about
twenty mm':.{:? That guestion is left out of sight.
A Tamp ACQUITTAL. Lord Curzon must ha even funnier in his remarks than his
,' i T ﬁmcmlmembcrof Council, ﬂwemly]udgebytbot o

An Exch Telegraph Company’s from A sent {0 the papers. He declared that he was not
dated Wednesday last, said :—** Thﬁhxd.n)dmh:edfaouh‘gmg the danger of losing ﬁa;ﬂdm'mm'qhthehdunm

a woman at Rangoon in April has been acquitted. It is most improb-

No less than £2,500,000 had
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increasing steadily, which is very mice” news indeed, although ten
times £2,600,000 will not go far when India. falls into her next period
of financial leanness. But his lordship seems to dream of a flowing
out of the sovereign from India as well as a flowing in, and there we
ars not able to rise to the height of his intellectual vision. How can
gold flow out if the Government of India refuses to sell it for Tupees
at fifteen to the sovereign? Where are the people of India going to
got it when they want it to export, and what is the Government of
India going to do to keep the stream up if it has no gold reserve?
Borrow in London, no doubt. Without borrowing we cannot see in
this device that potent guarantee for the expansion of mercantile
relations with every part of the empire that his lordship fondles
in the inmost study of his imagination. Nor do we see the
“fixed value in the exchange,”” which is the ignis fatuus that
all these currency fakirs of the official class have chased after
these many years. It cannot be brought into being by solely
depending on the operations of trade. If India should be recklessly
exhansted in order to keep up such an excess of exports as will
enable her to pay for all her imports, plus the Government drain
and the private drain of capital, of money, mercantile and
official, aggregating at least £30,000,000 a year, then the exchange
might be maintained until India collapsed from inanition, but in no
other way outside steady dependence upon fresh loans in London.
The permanent state of the exchange must always be adverse to
India, always tending downwards, becanse of the load we havg laid
upon the country, and no amount of ingeni £

the making of gold and gold coins legal tender—and all other:
measures necessary for the final settlement and effective establishment;
of a gold standard in Tndia were, however, left in abeyance. The
hopes of the supporters of the present Indian monetary policy were
based upon the argument that a stable exchange would lead to an
influx of capital. This was true, but with the important addition
cateris paribus—i.c., provided the inducement to capital to flow to the
country remained the same. The whole difficulty lay, however, in
the fact that the introduction of the ¢ exchange standard ” into
India had diminished the remunerability of investment in India, and
‘there was thus no more reason to anticipate an increase in the flow of
capital to India than happened to Italy, Austria, and Russia after
they ““fixed’ their exchanges. Nor was this difficult of explanation.
The raising of the value of the money of the country was no royal
road to wealth. Tf the Government sold for ls. 4d. what cost 10d.
only, the difference was a heavy tax on the producing forces of the
nation, “a certain means of discouraging importation of foreign
capital. Profitable conditions of production, on the other hand,
would attract capital in spite of the' exchanges. Witness Mexico.
This country had resolutely stuck to silver, and its statesmen
attributed to this fact the great prosperity mow being witnessed,
which had enabled her Government to successfully convert her foreign
debt into a lower rate of interest. For better or for worse, India had
chosen the opposite way to Mexico. There was nothing for her to
do but to go forward and try to bring the difficult task undertaken to
a

g Of

and issuing of decrees can get round that established fact. A
stringency of loanable capital may still occur in India, Mr. Dawkins
thinks, but never a currency. We really do not understand what he
means. Apparently he thinks that notwithstanding this ¢ gold
standard ™’ grandeur now. im; to the Tmpefial Government it
will be possible to maintain and expand or contract the silver rupes
‘currency just as trade requires it. ‘‘The Treasury will always have
such a surplus that it can buy any amount of gold and send any
amount of silver rupees at a false valuation into circulation among
the people and the banks.”” We suppose this gentleman is sane, for
he has a great reputation, but we shonld not have thought it possible
‘until we saw these statements for any man in adequate possession of
Jhis senses to make them. However, we can wait developments with
& certain amusement because, if they do mothing else, these great
curreney governors out in India and at home do give cccasion for a
good deal of mirth. It would be unalloyed enjoyment to us all, this
sapience of Bedlam, but for the danger of disaster that lies ahead and
for the puni t that is hile being inflicted upon the Indian
people.  They, however, do not count in a currency experiment,
which is intended to add tfo the glory of the empire and to cause
capital in the form of gold to rush into India in an overwhelming
flood, as well as to do many other things that Baron Munchausen
might have thought of had he lived nowadays. Indeed, after reading
this wonderful display of owl-wisdom we cannot be sure he is dead.—
The Investors’ Review.

Before the British Association (Hconomic Science and Statistics
seotion) at Dover on Tuesday last, Mr. Hermann Schmidt read a
paper on ¢ Indian Currency after the Report of the Commission.” He
said that on the 8th of the present month Mr. Clinton Dawkins,
the financial member of the Viceroy’s Council, introduced the new
Indian Currency Bill in the Legislative Council at Simla, which it
was hoped would finally settle the vexed question of the standard of
India by placing the trades and finances of that great dependency on
a gold basis, fixing the rupee at 18. 4d. The proposals now enacted
had not come as a surprise, but were only the final Step in a series of
measures long deliberated upon, carefully prepared, and gradually
adopted. A complete victory of the gold standard party had thus
been won. The constant depreciation of silver had a twofold effect
on the i fi ial dition of India. It provided an
undoubted and powerful stimulus to her productive energies, which
made the years of the “falling rupee ” periods of steady and con-
tinuous improvement in the Indian figures of exports and imports,
chipping, railways, canals, excise, post, and telegraph. But there
was the other side to thispleasing picture. Whilst the ‘‘Tndia of the
Indians’’ had d the foreign. 8 were exasperated by the

ly g exch with the gold standard countries, the
Anglo-Indian community were suffering heavily by the smaller amount
of sterling which rupee salaries realised, and, above all, the Indian
vernment lost most severely by the low exchange, having to remit
from £15,000,000 to £18,000,000 sterling a year from India to
England for diff ““home ch * to a great extent representing:
interest on debt contracted in gold. For a long time the Anglo-Indian
officials were strongly of the opinion that the benefits derived by the
country at large from a ‘‘cheap rupee " outweighed the embarrass-
ment of individuals and the difficulties of the Government. But the
evidence taken before Lord Herschell’'s Committee showed that the
weight of authority was in favour of India’s adherence to the silver
standard and of the preservation of the automatic rupee, which was
able to stand the tesf of all honest money—the ordeal of fire. But
the it were more i d with the difficulties of the
Government finances than with all the other arguments, and in their
report of May 31, 1893, they stated that, ¢ while conscious of the
gravity of the suggestion,”” they could not, “in view of the
serious eyils with which the Government of India may at
any time be confronted aii matters are left where they are,” advise
to overrule the proposals for the closing of the mints and ‘the
adoption of a gold standard. This negatively expressed recom-
mendation was acted upon by the Government in their famous Act,
No. 8§, the Indian Coinage and Paper Currency Act, 1893. The
object of this Act was to ‘“alter the Indian monetary standard from
silver to gold.”” But the Act proceeded with great caution. It
olosed the Indian mints to the free coinage of silver, and provided as
a provisional arrangement for the issue of rupees at these mints in
exu!ymga for gold at the rate of 1s. 4d. per rupee, i.c., 7-63,344
grains troy of fine gold for cne rupee. The settlement of a
permanent rate of exchange between gold and the silver rupee—i.e.,

sful issue. If in spite of all efforts failure was the final result
she would have the consolation that she had been beaten by economic
laws against which the powers of Government availed not.

“BLUFF AND BLUSTER.”

The Lahore Zribune sees in Lord George Hamilton’s attack on Sir
William Wedderb ““another ill ion of the change which is
coming over the spirit of British statesmanship.” ¢¢Bluff and
bluster,”” it gays, ‘‘is taking the place of calm reasoning and
impartial judgment.”” There is but too much ground for the obser-
vation. Both Sir William Wedderburn and the Editor of Inpra
may well be gratified by the comments of the Indian Press upon the
recent outburst of the Secretary of State for India. The expression
of respect and admiration, and even affection, for Sir William, is
warm and emphatic, not to say tonching. The Anglo-Indian
Lngliskman of Calcutta does mot affect to be surprised, for it says
TLord George Hamilton ‘“denies to his opponents the possession of a
single scrap of loyalty, or patriotism, or even common-sense.” It is
not a flattering picture, especially when one recognises that it is
drawn by a friendly hand. The Champion of Bombay, a vigorous
and independent journal, sees in Lord George Hamilton’s de-
nunciations only ‘‘the outcome of baffled impotence and rage.’”
<If anything,” it says, ‘‘these repeated attacks on Sir William
‘Wedderburn, and through him on the Congress, show the incapability
of making any serious def in to the allegations made
concerning the administration here”—that is, in India. Again :
<“Such attacks, it is needless to say, defeat their own object. Lord
George Hamilton and those who are behind him are egregiously
mistaken if they think that the epithets that haye been hurled at Sir
‘William Wedderburn will even by a hair's breadth turn away that
gentle and most noble-minded Englishman from his purpose of trying
to right the many grievous wrongs of India.”” Where ¢ gross
falsehoods ™ are to be found, the Champion says is notorious, with a.
boldly obyious innuendo. The only specimen of “gross falsehood *”
referred to by Lord George Hamilton—which Inpra hasso effectually
demolished—does not appear to have been wired to India, so that as
yet all the papers have been left to their imagination to discover the
cause of Lord George’s denunciati Future g 1t at home
will be none the wiser for the official report of the debate, for,
strangely enough, it has been omitted there also, apparently by Lord
George’s own hand. The Fnglishman which expressly admits that
““the paper INDIA certainly is not more violent and inaccurate in its
langnage than any other party organ at home,”” says ‘“its especially
mischievous nature is to be found rather in the fact that it is
addressed to Natives of India who have not the same restraint, or the
reasons for restraint, as the people of England.”’ Yet, as the Hindi
points out, no sort of harm had hitherto come of that. ‘*Can Sir
‘William Wedderburn and his co-agitators not see,”’ asks the
Englishman,  that India is not the country in which to try political
experiments 7>’ Tt would be very difficult to devise any more fatuous.
argument. The Hindu makes prompt answer: ¢ The question
might with equal reason have been asked about the British Govern-
ment in India. For what have they been doing in India thee many
decades but ‘trying political experiments’?? A steady, accurate,
fair, and moderate criticism of Indian affairs does seem to us @ be a
very extraordinary ground of complaint. But we are very sure that
no ‘“bluft and bluster’” from Lord George Hamilton or anybody
else will for a moment stay the pen or the tongue of any British
citizen jealous for the honour and the welfare of his country, and of
its great Dependency.—The New Age.

THE RIGHT OF INTERPELLATION.

A good deal of dissatisfaction is being expressed in the Native
Press at the fashion in which the questions put to Government
in the Legislative Council are answered. It must be acknow-
ledged that the operations of the process of interpellation do-
not always tend to the illumination of enquiring minds. Nor,
on the other hand, have any of the Indian Governments so far
taken large advantage of it as affording them an opportunity
for expounding and defending their acts. Long before the

right of interpellation was conceded it was pointed out by an



"4 September 22, 1899.]

INDIA.

151

eminent Anglo-Indian journalist, in the course of a corre-
spondence with Sir Henry Maine, that it would obviate the
necessity for sn official newspaper, the establishment of which
was then =+t confidential discussion. Thus far no Govern-
ment has - its way to make use of it for that purpose, and
there is to:r sunch reason for looking upon an official answer as
the mean: (f concealing rather than of exhibiting what is in
the mind of the ruling authorities. The institution, however,
isin its infaney, it is capable of "development, and we cannot
yet foresee what shape will ultimately be given to it. Those
who find occasion for complaint in the manmner in which
Government take their part in the dialogue may be asked if they
are not themselves contributing to their own disappointment.
If there were a less manifest desire on the part of some of the
framers of questions to *‘ corner’’ the Government there would
perhaps be a less manifest determination on the part of the official
members to avoid being cornered. The Socratic method is an
invalusble device in dialectics, but we are not sure that it is
quite as much in place in Council. We should not insist upon
too close a copying of British Parliamentary methods in the
procedpre of our Legislative Councils, for in the House of
Commons a member who is dissatisfied with the answer that a
Minister gives to his question has other means of gaining his
end. He may, if he gets the required number of members to
s:ﬂpm—t him, move the adjournment of the House in order to
call attention fo his grievance, and there are various expedients
for bringing on a discussion which may very effectively muke
amends for the disappointments of question time. Therefore
it would scarcely be fair to appeal too rigidly to Parliamentary
analogies. At the same time it may be well to remember that
such a question paper as that which was laid on the table at
Poona last week would have undergone mereiless editing at the
hands of the Speaker. The question the answers to which bave
been complained of are for the most part essentially argu-
mentative questions, and argumentative questions are invariably
held by the Speaker to be out of order. They invite argu-

‘mentative answers, and argument and interpellation are two

entirely different processes. We can well understand that it
may be mortifying to honourable additional members of Council
to see so flagrant a disproportion between the fulness of their
enquiries and the sententious barrenness of the replies that they
elicit. But we must not be surprised if they continue to be
subjected to this disappointment so long as they continue to
conduct their inquisitions upon the present lines. They would
probably be told more if they asked less—at all events if they
were more careful to observe the difference between asking and
arguing.—The Times of India.

JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS.‘

A very strong argument in support of the separation of the
judicial and executive functions of Government officers has
been afforded by a criminal case which had lately engaged the
attention of the first-class magistrate and Huzur deputy collector
of Satara. In this case one Janu Patil of the village named Limb
in the Satara Taluka was tried along with several others for a
number of offences, minor and major, relating mostly to theft of
certain property alleged to be committed at the time when the
plague was raging in Limb, and many of the house-owners
therein had evacuated it and left their properties more or less in-
effectively safe-guarded in their village. We do not think it
necessary to enter into all the interesting details about the case
given by our contemporary the Prekshal of Satara; we shall
choose only such as have a bearing upon the case from the
point of view we have taken up. The earliest arrestsin this
case were made on February 17 last, and the Huzur deputy
collector gave his final judgment in the case on the 15th of this
month. Tt will be thus seen that the principal d, Janu

of non-judicial business on the hands of the Huzur deputy-
collector. The examination of 86 witnesses in 105 sittings-
cannot be said to be an ideal of despatch in judicial work. But
apparently the magistrate had done everything in his power to
finish the case soon, and even gone out of his way to hold his-
Court in the mornings. Most of the blame therefore may be
said to fall on the head of the system in which the judicial and
the executive functions are incongruously blended together.
We do not think that many instances more glaring than the
one afforded by the Satara case can be found of the mischief
and injury that is being done to the public by the pernicious
system against which not only Indian public opinion but also
the sense of such eminent judicial authorities as many Chief
Justices of Indian High Courts has so forcibly protested.—The-
Mahratta.

THE BENGAL PROVINCIAL SERVICE.
[FroxM A CORRESPONDENT.]

The Amrite Bazar Fairika of August 13 contains a very edifying-
article with reference to the executive branch of the Bengal Provincial
Service. This branch consists of a higher grade of magistracy,
including deputy- istrates, with salaries ranging from about £200
to £600 per annum, and & lower grade in which the emolument is
from about £50 to £150. In the former class there are 266 permanent
posts and in the latter 105, all of which have of course long since
been filled up. To supply any vacancy, however, caused by the-
death or retirement or disablement in any way of an officer, there is-
the provision of a temporary staff which keeps up the efficiency of
the service, and from which officers are transferred to the per it
list as soon as the vacancies they have been filling up become perma-
nent. The rate of confirmation, however, is not very high with the-
deputy-magistrates, being 11 in 1896, 9 in 1897, and 7 in 1898;
while with the sub-deputy magistr: the di b
were 4, 5 and 4.

Now, a temporary appointment, besides having the inevitable:
drawback of being terminated at the end of an uncertain time, carries
in the case we are considering this great disadvantage that during
the period it is held the officer holding it is disentitled to any of the
benefits of the Leave Rules of the Service, ¢ having,” according to
the Fatrika, * little or no leave at all;** and suffering in addition
the more serious loss of not being permitted to calculate the whole of
such period as a contribution to his superannuation. It would be
common justice, therefore, one would think, to approximate the
employment of these temporary officers as closely as possible to the.
number of confirmations every year. Buf the Service has for some
time, been getting so shamefully undermanned that the 266 Deputy
Magistrates were supplemented by 126, or in other words the
Temporary establishment was 47 per cent. of the Permanent; and
105 Sub-Deputy Magistrates were assisted by no fewer than $4
officers, or 80 per cent. of the whole strength.

These ¢ Temporary '’ outcastes, whom official Anglo-Indian red
tape had kept outside of the ‘‘Permanent ™’ fold, stood in a quay, so
to speak, ‘‘in which each second stood heir to the first '’ ; and the
case of the man whose chances stood first is thus described by the
Patrika .—

“ Among sub-deputy collectors’ (these dounble-barrelled guns
have to discharge both judicial and executive duties be it remembered,
hence they are ti called magistrates, i 11 ).
¢ Among sub-deputy collectors Babu Fatik Chunder Das (now a
sub, pro tem, deputy magistrate) who was appointed in July, 1889, or
ten years ago, has not yet been confirmed in any capacity. He is
fifty-one years old and within four years of his retirement. This
case of Babu Fatik Chunder promised to be the most unique and

ted in the annals of any service inasmuch as it wounld

Patil, was in custody as an under-trial prisoner for six months.
But of these six months the hearings before the Huzur deputy
collector occupied four months. These hearings numbered no
less than 105 ; and some S6 witnesses in all were examined
in the case. The fees of the public prosecutor alone are said to
have amounted to Rs.2,625, and the process fees to about
Rs. 200 4t the least. The expenses of Government, therefore, in
this case, may be said to have amounted fo Rs.3,000. As for
the adeused his costs are estimated at Rs.10,000. The net
result of all these proceeding was that the principal accused,
Janu Patil, was convicted and sentenced to twenty-four hours’
Tigorous imprisonment and a fine of twenty rupees. It is not
for us to say how far such a large expenditure on the part of
Government was or was not necessary for bringing the aceused
to justice, also whether real justice was or was not done even
at this enormous cost. We may, however, say that six months
of informal but real imprisonment and a technical sentence of
twenty—four hours' imprisonment at the end of it afford a rather
suspiciously sharp contrast. We must confess we know nothing
of the merits of the case from the point of view of the accused;
but we are bound to observe that six months of under-trial
prisonership must have been little short of judicial persecution
to him. But the principal point we want to notice in this case
is the extraordinary length of the trial, which on a most
charitable view may be said to be due to the heavy pressure

have probably established a record of an officer retiring from the
service of Government, without having been confirmed in the service in
which he had spent more than half a lifetime.””

‘When things came to this pass, one hears that a scheme for the re-
organization of the executive branch of the Bengal Provincial Service
has met with the approval of the Secretary of State for India. Six
weeks’ time was too much to grant for a re-consideration of the
Caloutta Municipal Bill. One wonders how long it took this Augean.
stable to be ordered to be cleansed.

Prixce  Rawurrsvegr’'s Team.—At noon on Saturday Prince
Ranjitsinhji and his team of cricketers left Euston for Liver{lc;rl,
and eventually sailed for New York on board the Cunard liner
¢ Etfroria.”” The combination is exceptionally strong in all depart-
ments of the game, as may be gleaned from the following names:—
K. S. Ranjitsinhji (captain) and George Brann (Sussex); C. Robson
and C. B. Llewdlyn (Hampshire); G. L. Jessop and C. L. Towns-
end (Gloncestershire): 8. M. J. Woods (Somerset) ; W. P. Robert-
son (Cambridge); B. J. T. Bosanquet (Oxford); A. E. Stoddart
(Middlesex); A. C. MacLaren (Lancashire); and A. Priestly (M.C.C.).
Victor Barton, the well-k Hampshire professional pani
the side as attendant. The tour as at present arranged is only a short
one, as the team expect to be back by October 25. The fixtures
arrangad are v. eighteen colts at Philadelphia, and two teh
against All Philadelphia and one each againt Baltimore and New York.
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Cheap Edition (Zemple Classics Serics) Cloth, 1s. 6d., Leather, 2s.
Edition de Luxe, with an Introduction by the Riant Hox. Proresscr MAX
MULLER, and 12 Photograyures from Indian Sources by Miss E. 8. HARDY, Cloth
12, 6d., Parchment 15s. Pupriensns, DENT & CO., Loxocs.
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OPINION;

“The Impression which his Fold ‘undertaking leaves that some-
thing like Whot wo here read in English may have ben recited in India when the war
oetwien the Kurus and the sons of Pandu was first sung by the ancient bards of the country.
Prof. Maz Muller's Introduction.

* Mr. Romes!: Chandra Dutt is 1he first scholar who brings to his fosk a life-Iong study of
the original, wilh a perfect command of our own langusge. - . . into vigorous verse
the cpisodes which are still recited in thousancs of quiet bamiets, azd hundn & cf Crowded
estivals.”. Times.

on the resder fs certainl

" An interesting Epilogue by the translator further explains be history and scope of The
work, and furnishies an instar ce of the marvellous command of Bﬂglllh equired by educated
Bengili gentlemen. The wisdom of thi: East s worthuy presented in attractive binding and
printing."—2%e Safurday Review.

“If the Ppic could not attract European readers by its intrinsic merits—its noble moral

ilisation in the remote past, its pathos,

conceptions, its encyclopmdic pictures of Indian civ:
i ek of chu i it

¥ popularity and Infimence, as described in
the trazaisiors cloquent - Epilogne, shouid alone make us curiows to learn something of the
story of the Kurus ana the God-like sons of Pxndu."— The A

lanchester Guardian.
LONDON INDIAN SOCIETY.
DADABHAT NAOROJI, Esq., Persmexr.
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My Indian Friends.
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DR. T. N. GHOSE'S
PECTORAL BALSAM.

A BOON TO SUFFERERS FROM ALL DISORDERS AND
COMPLAINTS OF THE LUNGS AND CHEST.

For Cold in the Head, Coughs, Hoarseness, Asthma,

Hooping Cough, Bronchitis, Sore Throat.
B T wil ot oo e
P. 0. GHOSE & CO., New Mzproar. Harr, MExrur.

is what its name

I beg
I know

“Jvara-Har!
more than magie In 18,

and Cures Malarious, Intermittent and Remittent types

1" 1s 80 efMcaclous on all fevers, that I now Indent upon you for 4 dosen, per value

DR. W. VENOR says: “I have used it myself and cgrem’bed it for many
¥ or Indigestion, buta ninclle
implies FEVER DESTROYER,

ean very strongl d it for Bro:
Asthma be i I have found
gives an immediate relief.—31st March, 1859,
of Fevers, Colds, ete.

North Raglan Barracks, Do
ta enclose s cheque for the * JraraHarl" Both in India and Africs T have found 5 the Eeen Boseoy Dowrpart
C. E. W00, Capt. 22nd North Staffs. Begt.

peyable pazoel Ithink thera
- L. NArsINGA ROW.
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HENRY'S GREAT INDIAN REMEDIES COMPANY, 43, King

Rs, IS8 Rs., 212Rs., and
11 Bs. ver bottle. N.B.—1 dos. sent post free. To be had of all Chemists and Dealers, or of the Proprietors,

William $t., London, E.c.', and 27, Second Line Beach, Madras.
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