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WHILE great and widespread distress still exists in
: India it has been decided to close the Mansion House
Fund at the end of the year. Though larger than some
thought possible, it has yet fallen far below India’s needs,
and more is wanted yet. And unless there is a change of
system it is possible that the Indian people will soon be
plunged again in the same distress as that from which
they have mow barely emerged; it is certain they will
haye to andergo the same sufferings sooner or later. Even
in regard to the famine that is now passing away, help is
needed to enable the peasants to restock their farms and
sow the land, without being forced into the power of the
money lender. Here is where a National Grant would
have come in so effectively.

The promised Famine Commission, we learn from
Reuter, has been appointed—¢ appointed to enquire into
certain points connected with the recent famine.” The
President is Sir Antony MacDonnell, and there could not
have been chosen a better man. With him are joined Mr.
Bourdillon from Bengal (unhappily reminiscent of the
Chupra case), Mr. Nicholson from Madras, and, presumably
to represent the Native States, the Dewan of Jaipur. The
Commission will tour through the affected districts, and is
expected to be engaged for a couple of months. But what
are the “ certain points” of enquiry? Are they really so
unimportant as not to matter? Well, every little helps,
and no doubt the Famine Code will receive a few little
touches, perfect as it is. But no substantial good will be
done till the Government consents to tackle the fundamental
causes of famine.

The Mahratta again draws attention to a successful
experiment in the relief during famine of a particular
class. The Ahmednagar Municipality have provided relief
for weavers at their own trade during five of the worst
months of famine, without any loss to themselves or the
Government. The success of the experiment was due to
the untiring efforts of 6ne or two public-spirited citizens
of Ahmednagar, but the Mukratta insists that the experi-
ment would never have been tried if it had not been for
the Famine Commissioner, Mr. Monteath, who would not
allow the strong protests of the Collector and the Com-
missioner to prevent the experiment being made.

The special correspondent of the Zimes of India who
went to Ankleshwar to attend the Gujerat Enquiry thus
deseribes the state of the country around :— .

. Unless the Government intend to act quickly in alleviating the
burden imposed upon the people by the collection of revenme in &
year like the present, the result must prove disastrous. That is the
impression conveyed outside the Court of Enquiry in the fields and
the villages. The crops are suffering seriously from the lack of rain
in September and October.

The soil has been sown with two year old seed, and
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sparseness is the result. Even the sowcars are ruined and
can lend no more. Such is the situation in Gujerat.

On November 28, in the Gujerat Revenue Enquiry, the
Mamlatdar was examined at Ankleshwar, and underwent
cross-examination on that and the following day. Hemade
one curious admission :—

He knew of the letters signed *‘ Gujerati,”” which appeared in the

Times of India. They were sent to him—those in reference to the
taccavi being recoyered as revenue. He had them sent for report,
and he reported that the statements made in them weras false, though
he did not examine the village accounts to satisfy himself on the
subject.
He, however, denied that Government assessments were
recovered from monies paid as taccavi. He insisted that
the tenants (1) had other means of paying their dues, and
yet (2) had received taccavi before paying their dues. Nor
would he admit that there was anything inconsistent: in
these statements.

On December 4 the enquiry was continued at Hansot.
The chief witness was a Koli woman, Bai Nani, whose
husband a year before the famine had left the village in
search of work. She remained with her son, a boy now
twelve years old. When she could not pay the assessment
on her husband’s holding, the Zalati and those with him
seized a plough, a plough-yoke, a hand-spinning wheel, a
bedstead, a rope used for drawing water, a cart wheel,
copper pots, and other household utensils. Then she and
her son were turned out of their hut, in spite of their
entreaties, and the door locked behind them. They were
taken to the village UZara, where the boy was beaten—it
is now said because he was ‘ insolent and threatening.”
She had to remove part of her clothing in order that it
might be searched. The police, however, insist that she
had not to take any of her clothes off—they were only
shaken. A mneighbour who gave her shelter was ordered
by the police to turn her out, and did so. A few days
afterwards she was allowed to return to her hut. She
admitted that she sent in no complaint for a month, ex-
plaining that she was ill for some days, and afterwards
found some difficulty in getting a petition writer. She
deposed that an attempt,was made to induce her to with-
draw her petition.

The Memorial on Land Assessments in India, which we
printed last week (p. 808), exhibits a consensus of opinion
that should weigh with the Secretary of State. Eleven ex-
officials of high experience in revenue and judicial work
urge that some definite and readily intelligible limit be
placed on the Government land revenue demand; and it
cannot be doubted that they are representative of the most
intelligent and independent experts on the subject. Their
fundamental point is this:—

The only hope of the cultivators throughout th

India is ﬂ{nt tll)xey should be put in such agposigion iag;)a?:;blgagmg
to tide over an oceasional bad season, .
To this end they ‘‘comsider it essential that the share
taken as the Government demand on the land should be
strictly limited in every Province,” and they agree with
the views of Lord Salisbury as expressed in his Minute of
April 16, 1875, when he was Secretary of State for
India :—

8o far ag it is possible to change the dian it i
desirable f:hxt the }:)nltivator slmulﬂg pnyea];nmal.ler gﬁo%zz:nzfl:hl:
whole national charge.

And it is interesting to note that the five leading prin-
ciples they recommend are substantially five of the seven
rules suggested by Mr. Romesh Dutt in his recent book
on “Famines in India” (pp. 76-77). Mr. Dutt’s other
two rules, it should be added, are not divectly pertinent

to the strict purpose of the memorial.
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The Amrita Bazar Patriia (November 22) gives a bundle
of reasons why the Polics 11 India are unsatisfactory.

hug i —

The Police are bad because the Magistrates pat them on their
back; because some District Superintendents are not what they
should be; because there aro somo District Superintendents who
have no brains and very little education ; because the lower Native
Staffis not undor proper and intelligent supervision; and Lecauss
the Police have innumerable opportunities of oppressing the people.
¢ The Police,” our contemporary thinks, ¢ would improve
if it were put in charge of Indians,” but it recognises that
¢ that the Grovernment will never do.” Nor will the Gov-
ernment ‘‘remove any one of the causes.” It is not,
indeed, the Police that ought to be blamed ; they are ‘“as
they have been made’’: ‘‘it is the system that has made
them go intolerable,” - The Government will potter at
artificial remedies; it will not change the system.

The following is from the Bombay correspondent of the
Pioneer :—

The daily mortality returns of the last few days have been lower
than they have been for over a year, and af present there is very
liftle plague in the city. The new regulations regarding plague
measures have entirely won the confidence and approval of the
public. Asfar as I can ascertain tho only thing required from the
people mow is that they should alloy the clothes of the person
atbacked by tho discaso to be thoroughly washed and disinfected. A
patient can now be treated by his own doctor, or by the Government
doctor ; he oan stay in his own house or go to hospital. The result
of these measures has had a wondsrful effect on the people; especially
on the uneducated and lower classes, who now come forward of their
owa accord and show where doubtful cases may be found, and who
now willingly go to hospital, whereas under the old regulations their
one idea was that Government sent them to hospitals to be killed.

And it is not to be wondered at that all those who opposed
the old harsh plague regulations feel that they have good
reason for triumph.

We trust that the Bombay correspondent’s remarks will
come under the notice of the authorities at Bangalore,
where plague is now rampant. There have been petitions
and interviews between the people and the Resident, and
at last an understanding, temporary at least, was arrived
__at (Nov. 19):— -

After a disoussion Iasting over an hour, the Resident finally pro-
mised to abolish compulsory segregation of the sick if the heads of
communities undertook, in such cases where home segregation is
impossible owing to the congested locality or ill-constructed houses,
to insist npon patients being taken to camp or left in the house while
the remainder cleared out. Thia was agreed to as a tentative measure,

our. 1 of each ity being chosen to assist the
authorities,

Nothing is more strange than the slowness of the authori-
ties to learn the workable methods. We observe that the
Resident remarked—on what authority does not appear—
that ‘‘ the rich had not bestowed a pice in charity on the
poor here, while in Rombay thg Parsis, Mahometans, and
Buniag, all had their own gegregation camps.”

In commenting upon the Report for the year 1899-1900
on Public Instruction in the North-Western Provinces, the
Fnglishman points out tho danger that lies in the competi-
tion among schools for clever scholars. In one State-aided
school forty-four scholarships were given in the year,
because, as the Principal said, in no other way could good
students be secured. As the State grants are paid accord-
ing to results, the colleges may hope to recover their
expenditure on scholarships. But the effects cannot fail
to be bad. The promising lads go where the scholarships
ave, and the other schools are left to the dull boys, who are
deprived of the stimulus of clever class-mates. Nor can it
fail to injure the masters to have none but dull boys to
teach., The Zuglishman, howeyer, must not suppose that
these evils are peculiar to India.

The Englishman is also much exercised over the education
of domiciled Europeans., “ Many of the schools in which
the boys are educated are in debt, and the managers are
able to give just that mininum of education necessary to
enahle the students to pass the code examinations.” .The
best European boys go to Rurki College to be trained as
enginoors, and the Principal reports that it is impossiblo
to lecture to them in the same way as to boys of the same
age in Hurope, owing to the want of development of the
critical faculty. They are unable to talke notes of lectures
hecause they do not distinguish between what is important
and what is not.” It is not surprising, therefore, that the

Principal thinks that the European boys will not be able:
%0 hold their own against the Indians unless their educa-
tion can be materially improved.

The Director of Public Instruction believes that no such
improvement is possible. He says : ‘_‘Under our p_resant-"
system this seems out of the question.”” At this the
Englishman is very wroth. It aske:—

Why? Surely the descendants of those who have built up and

consolidated the British Empire in India have a right to expect that
in tho struggle for existence, in the race for life, they shall not be-
handicapped, and they shall be placed at least on equal terms with
their Native competifors.
Considering the advantages they .
the best Indian engineers’ college, open to d.vcilew Euro-
poans from all parts of India, but closed to ‘he Tndians of
Bengal, Bombay, and Madras, this is an [axtraordinary
statement of the case. Perhaps if the domiciled Europeans:
are such dull boys a greater infusion of Indians would be:
a benefit both at school and college.

have in enter’dg Rurki,

Tn a recent debate in the Cape Assembly on the
Hstimates, there was a most ominous unanimity among:
the spokesmen of all parties against Indian immigration.
Sir Gordon Sprigg, the present Imperialist Prime
Minister, Mr. Schreiner, his predecessor in office, and Mr.
Sauer, one of the most stalwart leaders of the Africander
party, were all of one mind. Mr. Schreiner said that he,
when Prime Minister, had drafted a measure which
puta heavy tax on the Asiatic immigrant, and a heavy penalty was.
to be inflicted upon those who brought Asiatics here in contravention
of the law. He thought that measure deseryed consideration, and
might form the basis of general South African legislation, hecause:
Natal might go a little further than it had done.

Sir Gtordon Sprigg in his reply struck the same familiar
note:—

As to the legislation in Natal, it did not go far enough, and they
did nob want tho class of persons spoken about here af all, whether
British subjects or not.

Such are the views of a great Imperialist. Sir Gordon
Sprige further declared that mo one was more inclined
than himself to bring forward a measure of exclusion.

We have already referred to Mz, Protap Chunder-
Mozoomdar’s interesting paper to the current (December)

number of the Nineteenth Century on ¢ Present-Day

Progress in India.” His first coucern is with the religious

side of Indian and Anglo-Indian and British life, and

especially with the position of the Brahmo Somaj. He

has a good word for all—even for British missionaries in

India: “The only obstruction in their way has been their-
theology ; but even that theology is much more temperate-:
now than it was at one time.”

But every English man and Fnglish woman in India should be a
messenger of the spirit of religion. They should be conscious of the

great responsibility that rests upon them. . . . Tf each ome of these-
[““the subordinate officials, and the non-official trader, planter,

soldier 7] shaped his conduct fccording to the laws of life laid down
in the New Testament, and felt that the august responsibility of the

Empire rested upon each and all, the cause of Indian progresswould:
make greater headway.

Yes; and even upon much less exacting conditions of mere-
morality.

Mz, Protap regrets to say that, while education, morali
character, and religion have improved, ¢ the personal
attitudes of the two races remuin very much the same-
as before.”

Some of our newspaper writers, some of our political agitators,
even some of our religious royivalists, say things which unmistakably
have an under-current of discontent, of estrangement, not a liftle-
defiance, as if oyerything Fnglish were bad and everything Indian
were good. This is often done in spite of the remonstrance and sober
examples of the leaders of Hindu society.

On the other hand, when he ¢ contemplates the behaviour-
of some of our European fellow-subjects,” he is “filled
with grief and dismay.” He asks :—

When will their tendencies to personal violence cease ? When will!
they treat with and Christi i the faults and
shortcomings of their Indian dependents? Ope outrage, one taking-
of life in sudden anger, one case of dishonour to women vibrates.
through the overstrung feelings of our sensitive millions, and is-
echoed and re-echoed from one end of tho country to the other. I
regret to say that such acts are not more infrequent now than
before. I know that tho Viceroy deplores them, the judges of the-

High Court deplore them, the heads of the Government deplore them,
and all reputabl fficial Kurop are sorry for them. But:
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nevertheless they go on unchecked; and that they cannot be con-
trolled by a mighty Ohristian Government keeps open a sore which
may some day prove dangerous.

The only remedy for this source of weakness, perhaps, is
“the sense that each Christian man who goes out to India
is a responsible repr ive of his Queen and his
Christ.”

The freedom of public opinion, ‘spontaneously given
by strong and generous rulers,” ought not to be withdrawn
or curtailed “because we lack in the wisdom of experience
and self-control.” On the contrary,

should not fn. ‘her training be given, farther forbearance on the part
of our tefrers' vsshown, so that our drawbacks may be remoyed in
time? T youyhiwe given us sclf-government, give us more and
more of it, even.if we should not be thoroughly deserving, because
the sense of respoysibility surely teaches and tramns in the long run,
‘whereas the withdrawal of responsibility as surely demoralises. If
freedom of the Pfess has been given us, let it not be taken away
because some of Us have abused it ; give us more and more, for with
the growth of our moral culture, under the guidance of the indwelling
God, we shall surely control our intemperance of speech.

Mr. Protap points out that “the great need of the
present day in India is the need of mutual sympathy.”
“The position of the modern Hindu, with all his new
ideas, his arduous conflicting duties, is so difficult that
he may rightfully claim the goodwill and sympathy of
thoughtful men.” It would be a wiser course to give
up all this hypercriticism, and learn some feeling of
mutual respect and sympathy.” In particular:—

There is such a thing as the famine of the soul—the hunger and
thirst for human fellowship and compassion. The modern educated
Indian, separated by his advanced ideas from his own people, is a
lonely being. The great masses of his countrymen look askance at
him ; the great ity of Europ look suspiciously at him.
. ... The Indian feels that he too is a child of the Empire, the
glory of England reflects lustre upon him, England’s heroes are his
heroes, England’s future is his future. . . . Yet he cannot forget
the previous history of his great land and people ; he feels, like St.
Paunl, that he is a citizen of no mean city ; he therefore makes his
appeal for consideration and help to Englishmen in England, the
home of truth and freedom and Christi: 11,

The current (November) number of the Madras Review
opens with an exceptionally able study of ¢ the National
Movement in Modern Europe” by Mr. K. Sundararaman
Iyer. Mr. Sundararaman sets himself to investigate ‘ the
historical conditions and causes which have originated,
fostered, and developed the sentiment of nationality among
European communities and haye made it a working force
in the European politics of this century.” There is
nothing to show directly that his own country was in the
back of his mind while he wrote; and it is difficult to
suppose that he would apply the European principles to
India without very notable modifications suitable to the
differences of situation. But some hasty, or malicious,
readers may draw inferences that never occurred to the
writer. We hope, therefore, that he will follow up his
present article with a special examination of the condi-
tions and causes of the origin and the growth of the senti-
ment of nationality in modern India and the probable, or
the inevitable, or the wisest lines of future development.
Such an enquiry seems to be the necessary complement of
Mr. Sundararaman’s excellent paper.

¢ Hverywhere in modern Europe,” writes Mr. Sundara-
raman, ‘“nations have been roused to assert themselves when
foreign communities have, from the desire of self-aggran-
disement, sought to interfere in their concerns and prevent
them from settling their own political destiny in the
manner most suitable to their own racial antecedents and
inclinations.” Now how does this apply to India? What
is the extent of the operation of “the desire of self-
aggrandisement ” ?  And how far is India, for the purpose
in view, ‘“‘a nation” ? Mr. Sundararaman, indeed, points
out that “the birth of the sentiment of nationality is not
to be understood as necessarily meaning, or as immediately
leading to, the actual birth of a nation.” Indeed, India
would seem to be far off from the goal if the ¢ fruitful
lesson ” he derives from European experience be applicable
to his country—the lesson ‘‘that economic and material
prosperity must precede the achievement of political
advancement.” The fact is, that Mr. Sundararaman’s eye
is filled with the maxim that “money is the sinews of

war.” For  everywhere ’—that is, in Kurope—the
development of the movement * has been helped byZthe
renovation of martial spirit of the people and the effective
introduction of military reforms.” And ‘ another lesson
taught by the history of the national movement in Europe
is that foreign help has in every case been found necessary
in more or less extent for its successful prosecution.’” Thege
deductions seem to render it urgently incumbent on Mr.
Sundararaman to proceed at once to differentiate the case
of India, 2

It seems very plain that, if Mr. Sundararaman’s Huro-
pean principles apply to India at all—and, of course, he is
dealing with Europe alone, and does not even mention
India—then Indian nationality must be a thing of the far
distant future. For it is certainly not to be gained, or
advanced, by warlike enterprise. Britain will not_allow
any external Power whatever to lay a finger on India;
and internal armed revolt, with orwithout ¢ foreign help
—if guch a thing were possible in these days—would be
the insanest miscalculation of forces, military as well as
political. This is very distinectly realised by all that appre-
ciate the facts. But at the same time the British pro-
fession—a perfectly serious profession—is that we are
governing India, not “from the desire of self-aggran-
disement,” but for India’s own good; and our wisest
statesmanship contemplates our gradual withdrawal before
the developing - capacity of the Indians for self-govern-
ment. Mr. H. J. S. Cotton, now Chief Commisgioner
of Assam, with his usual insight and courage, expressed
this view some fifteen years ago (‘‘ New India,” p. 116) :—

Soomer or later India must again take her old rank amongst the

nations of the East, and all our action should be deyoted to facilitating:
her progress te freedom. Not in mere vague talk, but strenuously
and of set purpose it should be the principal object of our In&i{m
Government to address itself to the peaceful liguidation of its
concerns and the tion of Native admini i in its
place.
How? By the steady fostering and development of
¢“those national tendencies that we ourselves have brought
into existence”’—the peaceful, conciliatory, patient, Na-
tional expansion outlined in the history of the Congress
movement. Mr. Sundararaman owes it to himself as well
as to his readers to proceed to a full and free discussion of
this most important question.

The Z7ribune makes some very serious allegations con-
cerning the treatment of Indians on their way to the
China war. A correspondent of that newspaper, a young
man of good birth and education who at considerable
pecuniary loss joined the expedition in a civil capacity,
complains that on board ship clerks and agents of the first
and second class were packed on a small and unventilated.
lower deck with followers and menials. Whatever the
regulations may say, no distinctions seem to have been
recognised. All, of whatever caste or religion, had to
cook in one kitchen and at one stove, and drink water
from the same tank. Indeed, the Zyibune’s correspondent
alleges that the agents were made to believe before
starting that they would travel second-class and be
provided with cooked food; but the second-class accom-
modation was reserved for Europeans, and they found
themselves provided with nothing but a part of the lower
deck screened off from the rest, while they had to cook
their own food, which, moreover, was of very bad quality.

Even this was not all. In addition to bad food and
inadequate accommodation, they had to put up with insults
and actual ill-treatment from the non-commissioned officers
on board. The Senior Agent, who had seen nearl
twenty-five years’ service, is said to have been beaten an
knocked about on deck and even kicked in sight of those
on board. Why should the man be openly beaten and
knocked about and kicked? Why should he be beaten or
knocked about or kicked at all? The reason is given:
because, when told to sweep out his compartment, he re-
plied that he was an agent and not a-sweeper. On com-
plaint being made to the officer commanding, no steps
were taken against the offender, but it was announced
that the sergeants (in the plural) would be warned. It is
said to have been a common thing to see the followers
kicked about. When Parliament meets, we hope that
these allegations will be investigated. Such intolerable

treatment is beyond comment,.
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RETROSPECT OF A CENTURY.

VAST a8 haye been the changes that have taken place
in Europe during the past hundred years, they can
haxdly claim fo be more surprising than those that have
come about in India. The eighteenth century, indeed,
guay have shown changes even more amazing both there
and here. Perhaps the contrast between France at the
beginning and af the end of the last century remains
unsurpassed—the contrast between Louis XIV and the
First Republic, or between the persecutions of the

- Huguenots and the Festival of the Goddess of Reason.

Nor would it be easy to find in the annals of the Hast a
hundred years so full of incident and alternations of

“sfortune as that which separated Aurangzeb from Welles-

ley. And yetif the political changes of the past century
are less striking and dramatic than those of the century
betore, if events seem to follow as a necessary consequence
of the revolutions of the preceding age, the field of change
is wider. The political i only one side of a vast evolution
embracing, for good and ill, thought and education, econo-
mics and finance. The streams of Eastern and Western
ciyilisation, go long flowing separate, have at last been
joined together, and none can foretell the result.

But even on the political side a vast change has passed
over Tndia during the last hundred years. A century ago
Seringapatam had only lately fallen and Tippu ceased to
reign, The Mahratta still hoped to succeed to the position
of the Mughal, and still in spite of defeats challenged the
power of Ingland. A far larger part of the country was
1uled by Indian rulers. From a cursory glance at India
in 1800 and again in 1900, it would seem that the Native
States of India were doomed. But if we enquire into all
that has happened between those years, it will become
apparent that the moyement has not been continuously in
one direction, Sir William Lee Warner, indeed, dis-
tinguishes three stages: (1) that of mnon-intervention,.
which lasted till 1813, and in which those States that were
allowed to retain their independence were left alone; (2)
that of isolation with subordination, the least trace of
insubordination being followed by amnexation; and (8)
that of subordinate union. At first sight it may appear
that the Native States have lost alike in extent and in
status. But this is very far from being the case. Mr.
Justice Ranade, too, has recently divided the political
evolution of India during the century into three stages—
conquest, consolidation, and conciliation combined with
reconstruction. And this more nearly expresses the policy
now in vogue. The power of the Native Prince may boe
less, and he may he subjected to interferences from which
his grandfather was free. But half & century ago, the
extirpation of Native government was looked upon as the
goal to which everything was tending, Eritish rule was
continually advancing and never receding, and that it
should extend throughout India seemed its manifest
destiny. But since the rendition of Mygore, all that has
been changed. Anglo-Indian statesmen have come to
look upon the Native States as co-partners with the British
in India, The very interferences in the internal affairs of
these States is due to a belief in their permanence ; for it
18 recognised that annexation is not the proper remedy for
misgovernment. Thus has the end of the century belied
its course, and the Native States become an integral part
of the polity of our Indian Empire.

Turning to British India and its Government, there too
one finds extraordinary progress in many directions, even
though the century be strewn with broken promises and
hopes deferred. A hundred years ago tho Company still
continued even to trade; fifty years ago it was still in
nominal authority, If the clearer remembrance of the
days of their supremacy ensured the Indians of the oarlior
period greater respect, the tendency seemed to be to give
them less and less share in the higher functions of public
life. When the charter was re-granted in 1833, it con-
tained memorable words which revived the hopes of the
Indians. But the times were scarcely ipe for the entry of
Indians into the public gervice on terms of equality with
the English. And when, affer the Mutiny, the Company
paseed away, tho Queen’s Proclamation promised that
henceforward distinctions of race should be at an end and
that in the service of their sovereign all should be equal,
differing only by their own merit. But these words, though
re-promised, have been very inadequately fulfilled. The
circumstances of our time have had the effect of making

residence in India much shorter among Anglo-Indians,.
and so estranging them from the people. Though Indians-
have been admitted to the Civil Service, it has been under-
many disadvantages. Entry has been difficult. The
highest posts of the Executive haye been reserved for

Europeans, Municipal freedom, when granted, has soon -
come to beviewed by the rulers with distrust and aversion.

Equality before the law has been more perfect in theory

than in practice; and the Indian Press, fostered by wise -
rulers in the past, has been threatened in the present
generation, even in the last half decade. Yet notwith-

standing these successes of reaction, there is ample ground

for hope when we compare the present with, the past, the-
end with the beginning of the century. Iniians who have

served with marked distinction on the 5L.S*Iicia.1 bench and

in the Legislative councils have demofsirated that the

men of the country are capable of g the highest.
positions with honour to themselyes and advantage to the

public. Moreover, the pressure of officialism and the

guidance of the Congress have combined to originate and

to foster a national spirit which contains incalculable-
potentialities for the future of the country.

Eyen more striking is the advance in education. At the:

heginning of the ceutury there were practically no Indians
who had received a good European education. Now they
are Senior Wranglers at Oambridge. They come out at
the top of the Indian Civil Service competition list. They
extort the admiration of our highest scientific men. Not
only do they run our youth hard in our own seats of
learning, but they teach our experts even in those games
which in the opinion of not a few of the alumni of our uni-
versities constitute the chief claim of those venerable
ingtitutions to the admiration of mankind, Yet even here the
progress has not been quite continuous, though the general
tendency has always been forward. The path, deflected
somowhat in the first glow of enthusiasm for Western learn-
ing, once more runs along the medium course. The desire
to excel in Kuropean studies, to take the best of European
life, at ome timo throatened tfo kill all interest in the
ancient learning of Tndia, and to substitute for her im-
memorial civilisation a mere imitation of that which
prevailed in Kurope. That danger has passed. At mno
previous time hayve the Indians gained such successes in
our schools, but never were the people more resolute to
maintain their own civilisation, strengthoned, enlightened,,
and enriched by contact with other nations, but still in all
essentials that which was handed down to them by their
fathers, that which has been cherished in the hearts of
countless generations, The Indians have accepted the
education which their conquerors offered them. They
have shown themselves the equals of their conquorors in
most parts of their own field. ~ And, harder task still, they
haye been able to keep a cool head in the midst of their
successes.  Filled with the learning of Europe, they
remain true to India.
But if, on the whols, the political and intellectual moye-~
ments haye been for the good of India, if the record of the
century may on the whole be considered a distinct triumph:
of progress, it is to be feared that the case is otherwise with:
the economic evolution of the country. The century has
brought wealth and prosperity to other lands, but mnot to:
India. Famines still afflict her; nay, as the years roll on,
they seem to become more numerous and more intenso,
The mass of the people remain among the poorest in the-
civilised world. And yet the British haye left their marl
on the country, if not in the great triumphs of art that
glorify the memories of those that went before them, at
least in works of greater and more enduring utility. Great
as were the works of irrigation which were made by the-
old rulers of the land, we have everywhere surpassed them.
Railways have sprung up over the country. The water-
has been brought to the land 5o as to diminish the area
of famine ; and when famine does ocour, the means exist
for bringing food to the famine-stricken. And yet famine
is as great & scourge as ever, possibly a greater scourge 3
and in the midst of these great works India fails to keep
pace in wealth with other nations, if she does mot even
grow absolutely poorer. This is indeed a paradox. Are
there any facts in the economic situation of India which
will afford an explanation ?

Now, if we survey the economic history of India during
the last hundred years, we find that while the manufac-
tures of the country have decreased and the people have:
been driven more and more todepend on theland, four things:
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‘haye steadily increased—the expenditure of Government,
+the load of taxation, the public debt, and the tribute—
four closely connected evils of the body politic. The
expenditure keeps on growing. The public works of which
we boast have been for the most part paid for with
‘borrowed money. This, immensely increasad by the cost
of military enterprises, has resulted in a great debt: And
the service of the debt and the support of an extravagant
‘Government necessitate a heavy taxation, a raising of the
land-tax at every reassessment, and a gradual impoverish-
‘ment of the mass of the peasantry. But even more strilking
is the increase m the tribute—the large sums remitted
-annually to this country in paywent of the interest on
debt, b~ ne charges, pensions, &c., &c.—payments which,
being mada- ¢‘thout economic return, not only fall heavily
-on India, bitloblige her to sell cheaper and buy dearer
throughout Hefr whole foreign trade. In 1811 the excess
of exports ovey imports, which gives a rough measure of
the tribute, athounted to three millions sterling. In the
last years of this century it has reached some twenty
millions. Tn one year (1894-5) it amounted to 34,000,000
rupees. Such a drain continued year after year would
impoverish the richest mation on the face of the earth.
And since during the century this drain has increased
-sevenfold—it talces some courage for Englishmen to face
the total of the century—it cannot be maintained that the
economic situation of India has improved during this
period. The tale of the economic evolution of India
‘during the nineteenth century has been ome of decline,
Ampoverishment, and degradation.

Yot the partnership must struggle on, and one cannot
but welcome signs of a tendency to check the most ruinous
‘Sources of expenditure and to institute some reparative
treatment. The ceoling down of the war fever, the
«diminished ardour for ‘xeproductive” works, the pronounce-
ment of Viceroy and Secretary of Statein favour of revised
-arrangements for enabling the officials to come into cloger
«contact with the people—these and other manifestations
suggest hopes of a happier future. If the authorities
«could only persuade thomselves to concede to Indians an
‘open career on frankly equal terms, in accordance with
ithe spirit of the Act of William and the Proclamation of
Victoria, the coming century might witness a far grander
advance than can he discerned in the century that is
«closing. The thing is to utilise in every department the
energies and capacities that are so lamentably repressed
or diverted into less profitable channels. That, beyond all
_other considerations, is the lesson of the failures of the
century in India.

RETROSPECT OF A YEAR.

0-DAY the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Indian
National Congress is in session at Lahore. This
-year, by some strange omission, which is all the more
gratifying that it is unexpoctod, the British public have
mot been impressively assured that the Congress is dying
«of inanition. The prophecies of last year were too promptly
‘and ludicrously belied for comfortable repetition. The
Mahometans, after all, did not manifest hostility; they
did not even stand aloof; on the contrary, they put in an
appearance in largely disproportionate numbers—over 400
Mahometan delegates in an assembly of rather less than
1,000—and they joined with the Hindu delegates in a
spirit of the warmest cordiality. “The meaning of all
this,” we wrote (Jan. 5, Innra, vol. xiii., p. 4), “clearly is,
that the Congress is not, as the discredited anticipatory
meeting of Mahometans professed, a divisive force, buf,
on the contrary, is welding together the best elements of
both communities into a common Indian national power,
far greater than either, and far more powerful for the
‘advancement of the best interests of both.” Nor did the
power and efficiency of the discussions of the Congress
furnish the smallest support to the gratuitous malice of
those that decried itsvitality. Wo donot entertain the least
-doubt that the proceedings of the present Session will be
equally harmonious and no less virile, well-balanced, well-
informed, and fruitful. This year, too, there is a much:
more hopeful retrospect than there has been for many a
year past. Political memories, it is true, are proverbially
short; but, however others may forget or ignore, the
Jleaders of the Congress are not likely either to forget or
to ignore the various main steps of distinet progress in
ithe movement since last December. Nor are they likely

to fail to discern the true lines of cause and effect in the
continuous advancement of the principles which the Con-
gress has consistently advocated. ; ;i

Naturally enough there is here and there a sign of im-
patience. It is not every adherent of a political cause that
readily appreciates the slowness of fulfilment—that under-
stands the difficulties to be overcome, and recognises the
essential advantages of even prolonged delays. When the
question is the political re-birth of a nation under the
complex and multiform conditions of India, the marvel is,
not that so little progress has been made, but that there is
so much progress to record. To be sure, there is an ebb
ag well as a flow in the political tide, and impatient friends
as well as foes are apt to be more attracted by the ebb.
The judicious observer, it ought not to be necessary to
say, gives careful attention to both before drawing his
conclusions, A twelvemonth, indeed, is an absurdly small
space of time wherein to look for advance; still some seed
sown in the past may be found to have come to the harvest,
Often, indeed, the harvest is nearer than the husbandman
expects. There are Indians that will remember low a
certain ‘‘dreamer of the West’” ventured to ‘““look forward
to the time when they would have a Secretary of State
and a Governor-General of Iudia who would recognise
clearly that it was impossible to govern the Indian Empire
without the eordial co-operation of the Indian people, and
who would send for the President of the National Con-
gress” and take counsel with him; and that, at the next
Session of Congress, at Madras, Mr, A, M. Bose, in his
Presidential Address, said :—

After this, we must speak no longer of the dreamy East. It ap-

pears that there is a dreamy West, too, and Professor Murison i§ one
of itg dreamers. T am afraid it will be a very long time before that
dream of the friendly conference he speaks of will coms true.
Yet no sooner had Mr. Romesh Dutt, the President of the
very next Congress, reached Calcutta from Lucknow than
he was invited fo friendly conference with Lord Curzon.
There was at least the first step—so little anticipated only
a twelvemonth before. It is not always in the darkest
hour that hope is farthest away. What greater discourage-
ment to impatience than the whole career of Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji? What greater persuasive to active, resolute,
tenacious effort, in full assurance of the final triumph of
truth and justice ?

‘We might almost content ourselves now with reprinting
our article on ‘* Signs of Advance,” which appeared in
these columnr less than five months ago (Aug. 10, Txnra,
vol. xiv., p. 76). There we pointed ouf the triumph—the
long deferred und persistently fought-for triumph—of Mr,
Dadabhai Nacroji in bringing about the enquiry by Royal
Commission into the financial expenditure of the Indian
revenues in England and in India. For many a long year
had Mr. Dadabhai advocated such an enquiry before the
necessity, or rather the desirability, of it was officially ©
admitted, even in a modified form, and even by a Liberal
Minister; and even then some half a dozen years had to
elapse before the Commission reported. ¢ We are well
aware,” we wrote (Aug. 10), “that a few esteemed friends
of India, including educated Tndians of strenuous purpose,
abandoned hope long before the labours of the Com-
misgion took final shape.” We have never quarrelled with
them on that score, but we do imsist that Mr. Dadabhai
chose the better part and pegged away, bating nor hope
nor heart. We also acknowledged that those of wealk faith
‘“eoven now hold the results of the Commission as of little
value or importance ” ; but we maintain now, as we stated
then, that such a view is a great misapprehension of the
actual position, and indeed ‘‘mere blindness to the main
issues patent on the very face of the Report.” ¢ There
could,”” in fact, ‘“be no more striking proof that there is
abundant hope in every genuine and energetic effort.”
And by that judgment we stand.

Again, we pointed out the marked change that has come
over Lord Curzon’s views as to the prosecution of the
Forward Policy on the North-West Frontier of India.
Instead of burning to confer with Russia on the banks of
the Oxus, he is to-day prohably the most strenuously
pacific man in the country. But for this change of attitude,
induced undoubtedly by most cogent grounds of responsi-
bility, it is more than likely that we should by this time
have heen involved in another expedition against the
Mahsud Waziris. Yet, beyond doubt, Lord Curzon is con-~
sistently holding by the policy of keoping British Indian

troops outside tribal territory and building up British-
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Indian strength within British Indian territory. Here,
surely, is the first indispensable step towards the realisa-
tion of the fundamental Congress idea of all future in-
ternal reform. And with this most wise policy we may

. connect the new principle of payment from the Brifish
treasiry in all cases where Indian troops are employed out
of India on expeditions in which India is not very directly
interested. But for the Congress movement it does seem
exceedingly improbable that the bad old system of in-
justice would not still be maintained. It would have cost
but a very slight exercise of official ingenuity to develop
the exiguous suggestions that were advanced in some
quarters to show a basis of Indian interest in South Africa
whereon to rest an argument for payment of the Indian
contingent out of the Indian revenues. Nor would there
have been much more difficulty in the case of China, or
even in the case of Somaliland. Yet no serious attempt
was made by the Home Government in any one of these
Tecent cases to dispute the contention that all the expenses,
ordinary as well as extraordinary, incurred in respect of
TIndian troops engaged on those expeditions should be paid
out of the Home Exchequer. This unquestioning accept-
ance of a just principle, this departure from the arbitrary
application of an unjust practice, may be confidently
attributed to the political and moral interest awakened in
Tndia and in Great Britain by the operations of the
Congress and of its British friends.

Further, we have remarked again and again during the
year the friendly attitude of the Viceroy towards the
Tndians. The most recent expression of this just friendli-
Tess is the most open and omphatic; and it is only too
plain that Lord Curzon's outspokenness at Bombay has
shocked and frightened the Anglo-Indian clique, who
imagine India to have been providentially made for them
and not for the Indians, who regard the Indians as fit only
for hewers of wood and drawers of water, and whose
statesmanship is summed up in repression. Now and
again it may be politic for the Viceroy to yield to this evil
Force majeure, but on the point of just and civil treatment

_of Indians and fair consi eration of their deliberate repre-
gentations he can yield to no compromise, except at the
peril of disaster. .If these blind guides cannot see the
obvious political dangers ahead, the Viceroy has shown
that he at least can. Fortunately the Secretary of State
is with him in his desire to reform the idiotic system that
binds the officialsin ¢ scientific”’ chains to their desk, ‘“so
oyerburdening them with correspondence, reports, and
roturns that they are really imprisoned in their offices for
the greater part of the day.” The idea is to enable the
officials “to get more time to give to the essentials of
administration”’—a primary object that the ‘‘advanced and
scientific system,” so gravely contrasted with the system
of previous generations, appears effectually to ex-
clude. Such an official acknowledgment of wrong lines
of procedure—exemplified also in the Government Resolu-
tion on the Plague policy—should count for much, provided
it be followed up by an effective effort to get the new system
into actual operation. If Lord Curzon succeed in these
associated reforms—in securing that officials shall come into
free contact with Native thought and opinion, and shall treat
Tndians and their views on the same footing as Englishmen
and their views—then we should hear no more of the gulf
that now lies so menacing between the rulers and the
ruled, The educated Indians, as represented at the
Qongress meetings, and always, have professed themselves
most anxious to co-operate, not to contend, with the
Government. Such is their attitude to-day. They can
assist the Government in ways in which the Government
cannot assist itself—in ways, moreover, that are essential
to good administration, and in which their co-operation is
beyond price. The only question now is whether Lord
Curzon is strong enough to stand by his word. We hope
and believe that he is. We hope and believe that the
Bombay utterances herald a new era of conciliation, con-
solidation, and national development.

If it must be admitted that the Secretary of State has
successfully resisted all pressure in favour of a National
Grant in sympathy with the distressed Indians of the
famine districts, it is still well worth notice how widely
and cordially the proposal has been supported in the
British Press. And not only this proposal; during the
year there has been an immense ex%:naion of journalistic

readily in the pages of this journal. And so a correspond-
ing interest manifested by the people at large is markedly
demonstrated in our reports of the public meetings held
under the auspices of the British Committee. It is not for
us to attempt to apportion the credit or to specify the causes
of this encouraging improvement during the year; if is
enough for us that the improvement has taken place. But
it may be accepted for certain that the main part of the
progress is connected with the Indian Nafional Congress,
through the labours of the British Committee. True, as
the recent Manifesto put it, ‘¢ the work in England is great
and difficult, and the workers are few; and these are
overtaxed both as to physical endurance and “Znancial
resources.”” We shall, of course, not abate ¢ r courage
one jot—though it must be recoguised that‘t. Jspeed of
the engine depends on the supply of fuel. Bu( in view of
the clearer evidences of success developed during the past
twelyemonth, the workers here entertain a caafident hope
that they will be reinforced so as to be able to carry for-
ward the work with still greater energy and with still
greater results during the years to come.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

‘WESTMINSTER, Thursday.

TR Christmas moralists have been hard put to it during

the last few days to reconcile the texts of the season
with the actuslities of warfare. Some have tried to ignore the
latter, and others to adopt the former. Of the two, the gram-
marians have perhaps been more ful than the optimists.
They take the angelic message and show that, if literally trans-
lated, its tidings of peace on earth would be seen to have
been strictly confined to men of goodwill. So much having
been established, the rest should be easy—especially to people
who believe, with an eminent preacher, that the Boers are
beyond the pale of civilisation. A less subtle mode of self-
consolation has been to persuade ourselves, in the words of
Mr. Auberon Herbert, that Boer and Briton are killing one
another in a Christian spirit. Unfortunately, the phrase has
earlier associations. Hveryone remembers the Irish zealots
who condemned one another to the nether regions in the name
of religion. The fact is that the continuance of the war over a
second Christmas day has been a bitter disappointment to the
whole country. A year ago no one could have imagined that
the next anniversary of the great Christian festival would still
be darkened by the South African war cloud.
As to what is really happening at the front, the country,
like Lord Salisbury, is still in the dark. TLondon has been full
of sinister rumours, pointing to the imminence of widespread
rebellion in Cape Colony. Some risings there must have been;
otherwise the Boer invaders would by this time have found
the country too hot to hold them. We are told that the in-
vasion is spreading, which, as Mr. Chamberlain would say, is
nonsense. If it means anything, it means that the invading
force is gathering reinforcements from the Cape Dutch. TLord
Kitchener continues to send reassuring despatches, but his
deeds are, perhaps, more significant than his words. It is at
lenst a suggestive circumstance that he should have thought it
expedient to proceed to De Aar to deal in person with the
audacious invaders. The whole situation is felt to be one of
increasing perplexity and undiminished danger.

TUnder the circumstances, Mr. Chamberlain’s latest scheme
of municipal self-government will probably be allowed to fall
into abeyance. There is, indeed, no indication of any attempt
on the part of the authorities in South Africa to give effect to
the Colonial Secretary’s policy of conciliation. The farm
burnings may have been stopped. Indeed, not many farms
can have been left to burn. But the promised proclamation
has not yet been issued—the proclamation that was to be
printed in three languages and to offer the Boers assurance of

and even g t under the British
flag. “ What has become of the document ? ** asks Sir William
Harcourt. ¢ Has it been stifled in Cape Town?” The query

Alfred Milner is believed to have
to the Government against Mr.
Chamberlain’s precipitancy, and the course of events indicates
that the Government have sustained Sir Alfred Milner. It
is quite possible, too, that in delaying, if not resisting, the
d policy of conciliation, Liord Salisbury is acting on

suggests its own reply. Sir
a3 3 i

interest in the important questions of Indi
d this i d i

The evi of i can be traced
(s

:‘ne advice of his son, Lord Edward Cecil, whose return from
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South Africa has been followed by a sudden and singular
‘display of energy at the War Office.

Lord Roberts is to have a public reception after all. It
would be interesting to know the inner history of the fluctua-
tions which have swayed the Government in relation to this
matter. Wirst they would, and then they wouldn’t, A
suspicion prevails that there was at one time a half-formed
intention in the minds of Ministers to add Lord Roberts to the
dong List of their military scapegoats. Sneering allusions to
*“ unfortunate phrases,” used by the Commander-in-Chief in
his references to the ‘“end of the war,” began to appear in
unexpecte{i places, while the Government, at the same time,
were viep,'nsly praised in the Ministerial journals for their
good sense i "'éacoumging untimely demonstrations of popular
Joy. Bubth chorusisnow in a different key. Public opinion
has overborile) Ministerial discretion, and when Lord Roberts
arrives in Lon§on next Thursday he will be received by the
Prince of Walks and an imposing escort, and on his way to
Buckingham Palace will, doubtless, be welcomed by some
hundreds of thousands of people.

Unless the Chancellor of the Exchequer has devised some
Dew means, since last April, of circumventing the vigilant and
elusive dealer in dutiable commodities, he will probably in-
troduce his next year’s Budget almost at the beginning of the
session. Heavy additional taxation is anticipated, and as
soon as the date of the Budget becomes known there is certain
to be a repetition of the extraordinary rush of last spring to
release goods from bond and so evade the increased duties.
An unprecedented deficit is one of the probabilities of the
financial year. Fconomic statistics show that, quite apart
from the war, the ratio of expenditure in relation to the
Zational trade has lately been going up by leaps and bounds.
People who sneer at the Manchester school will, no doubt, be
gratified to learn that within the last quarter of a century our
Population has increased by twenty-five per cent., our army
expenditure by seventy-seven per cent., and our naval ex-
penditure by 170 per cent. If the war charges were included
in this calculation the increase in respect of armaments would
have to be put down at no less than 276 per cent.

One of the most remarkable of recent political events has
been the unanimity with which men of all parties have con-
<demned Lord Salisbury’s exaltation of the Stock Exchange as
an ideal recruiting-ground for Ministerial service. Even the
Spectator shakes its grandmotherly head over this development
of the commercial spirit. Mr. Gibson Bowles bluntly tells
Lord Hardwicke that while he may be either TUnder-Secretary

- for India or a stockbroker, he certainly ought not to be both.
And to crown all, Mr. Lucas, another loyal Conservative, in
protesting against the attacks on Mr. Chamberlain’s financial
relations, actually draws a line between the position of the
Colonial Secretary and that of Lord Hardwicke, by no means
to the advantage of the latter. These are ominous symptoms,
and both Lord Salisbury and his protégé would do well to
-accept them as a storm signal.

De Wet and the weather have alike conspired against a
whole-hearted enjoyment of the Christmas festivities this
week ; but of the two the weather, perhaps, has caused more
exagperation than the movements of our ubiguitous enemy,
Fog and rain, varied by storms of wind, have ‘made up the
meteorological history of the season. Christmastids is always
quiet in London, but this year it seems to have been quister
than usual. A fireside festival, its devotees were, perhaps,
never 50 numerous as on Tuesday last, when London town,
throughout the greater part of the day, remained almost as
peaceful as a country village. But now the theatres are again
in full swing, and the tide of popular amusement is rising to
its height. A sign of the times, worthy of note in this con-
nexion, is the virtual banishment of pantomime to the
provinces and the suburbs. Drury Lane is the only central
theatre in London this year at which pantomime of the
glorified music-hall type is to be seen.

The Famine Commission appointed to enquire into certain
points connected with the recent famine consists of the follow-
ing four members :—Sir Antony MacDonnell and Mr. Bour-
dillon (Bengal) ; Mr. Nicholson (Madras); and the Dewan of
Jaipur, Mr. 8. H. Butler will act as secretary to the Com-
mission. The enquiry is expected to last two months, and the
E;mbara will make a tour in the provinces.—REUTER (Calcutta,

. 19).

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
THE CONGRESS AND THE ¢ MANIFESTO.”
MR. MONTEATH ON NATIVE OFFICIALS.
MORE OURRENGY TROUBLES.

[Frox AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
BomBAY, December 8.

The Viceregal tour is now drawing to a close. Ere this
letter reaches you the telegraph will have flashed the news of
Lord Curzon’s return to his capital midst the cordial welcome
of the people and the usual pomp and pageantry of State.
He has literally proved himself a ¢ prancing pro-consul.”
But when the Roman official returned to the capital he carried
with him his triumphs and trophies. No doubt an Indian
Viceroy carries trophies also, but they are confined to illumi-
nated parchments and caskets, which peaceful citizens lay
before him as the homage due to the representative of the
greatest Mistress of the world. His triumphs are bloodless.
Collected, they form no doubt a varied museum of Indian art,
while the interminable speeches might well be culled for an
anthology by a literary artist. For, in the case of our present
Viceroy, some of his speeches are very clever mosaics, imbedded
here and there with bright gems of sterling statesmanship.
But one looks eagerly now for some practical realisation of his
thetorical professions.

Legislative activity will recommence. And Congress activity
will be coeval with it. If the Viceroy garners addresses, the
people do something better. Their own chosen men assemble
in an unconventional way in one or other of the great cities of
the Empire, hold their annual convention, elect their own
president, and make earnest speeches on important affairs
of State, on which they are anxious to throw more light. It
is of course, a ‘‘microscopic minority > ; but Lord Curzon has

wisely declared that the minority cannot be allowed to be
neglected. It must be counted with for the better governance
of the country. Lord Dufferin snapped his fing: with a
sneer, at this minority, getting that statesmen every.age
and in every clime haye had always to reckon with a minorifs.
Even from the history of his own country, during a hundred
years, not to go further back, he should have known that
there is special legislation for minorities. Minorities have ever
a potent voice in Parliament. And yet he strangely forgot to
listen to the voice of this minority, which in reality represents
the aristocracy of Indian intellect ! But the whirligig of Time
brings in its revenges, and the minority, wisely guided, be-
comes a potent political factor—too potent not to be heard
and respected. But what a strange irony of fate that it should
be reserved for a Conservative Viceroy to do that which a
Liberal Viceroy scouted! Thus fossilised Whiggism shows
itself more adverse to India's progress than democratic Con-
servatism, of which Lord Randolph Churchill—a name grate-
fully remembered—was the archtype, and which Lord Curzon
also represents. >

Thus, it seems to us Indians, the British Congress Committee
could not have issued its Manifesto at a more opportume hour.
It synchronises admirably with the recent declaration of the
Viceroy in the Hall of this great city, and is a new Standard
round which to rally all the forces of the Congress in its
onward march of progress. Indians have derived from it fresh
stimulus, of which they are sure to make good use. It is a
distinet step in ad to the ultimate goal, and as such it is
gratefully welcomed. Therefore our motto is to march
onward in spite of all difficulties and obstacles. So long as the
Congress cause is righteous and its agitation legitimate, its
ultimate triumph is a foregone conclusion. It may be that we
may reach the goal slowly and by degrees. But we are under
any circumstances bound to reach it, so long as we are true to
ourselves, and true to the rulers whom an all-wise Providence
has set over us. ;

Our Anglo-Indian friends here and in Calcutta celebrated, as
usual, their St. Andrew’s Day. Thestock toasts were honoured,
and the stock post-prandial speeches were made. But while
Calcutta was in excellent form, and with exceeding good taste
recognised the stern independ and right justice of
Lord Curzon, Bombay struck a jarring note. While Sir Allan
Arthur and Mr. Sutherland ised the pati and

£
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endurance of Indians in their recent calamity, and eulogised
Indian character, our masterful R Member, with fatal
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facility of indiscretion, indulged in a vituperation of Indians !
Mr. Sutherland, in his eulogy of the Viceroy, naively observed
‘that non-officials know from experience that ‘‘some persons
‘and things in India require a good deal of hustling.” It is a
pity that there was no Mr. Sutherland in the Bombay Town
Hall on St. Andrew’s Day to give Mr. Monteath a ‘“hustling
which#he could be made to remember for his life. Speaking of
famine and famine work, he extolled his own officers, and had
nothing but slurs for the poor ill-paid native subordinates.
He threw doubts on their integrity, aud condemned them as
anfit for responsible posts in emergency. A more sweeping
generalisation of a most unfounded and odious character could
not have been made. It is not & matter of surprise therefore
that the Indian Press is expressing its annoyance in sharp
criticism of this utterance of the narrow-minded colleague of
T.ord Northeote. Has he gone back over the history of the
writers of the East India Company? Has he forgotten the
.garly history of the civilians ? Has he forgotten the reasons
which prompted Lord Cornwallis to fix a schedule of the
snlaries of civilians? Are Englishmen of the same position of
life, and drawing similar salaries in Mr. Monteath’s country,
.of better ethics than the Indians he so ill-naturedly denounced?
Ts human nature in the rest of the world different ? But it is
of no use to make further comment on this distasteful subject.
The Indian Press is angry, and I see that both the Bengaleo
and the Hindu have been prompt to hurl back the insinuation.
The latter says: ‘“If thig impertinent remark had been made
in any other place than Bombay, where” recent examples of
Britich official corruption and demoralisation of Native
subordinates are notorious, and where there was exhibited
such lamentable absence of discretion and common sense and
incredible capacity to deal with emergencies as were made by
the stupendous blundering in the administration of the plague
mensures, we could have found some oxcuse for the air of
‘superiority which Mr. Monteath assumed.” It is to be hoped
that Mr. Monteath’s remark has attracted Lord OCurzon’s
attention, so that this fresh attempt at libelling the character
‘of Indian c%5icials may meet with such notice as it deserves.
Tt i8 i ssaoreat Tréterances of this character which embitter the
-.i?eﬁr‘gé of the ruled. and widens the gulf between them and
+the rulers which all right-minded persons are so anxious to see
.contracted. I for one trust that at the coming meeting of the
Supreme Legislative Council, the representative of Bombay
will quote the remark and interpellate the Government as to
its propriety. And it isalso to be hoped that a similar inter-
pellation will be put in the Local Legislative Council. The
Temark ought not to be allowed to pass unchallenged.

Lastly, baffled in its attempt to boyecott silver, the Indian
‘Government has been driven to & corner and compelled to
admit the irrelevancy of the statement touching the ‘re-
dundancy ” of rupees which was the cause of the closure of the
mints. It is becoming inevitable day after day that the
Government will have to coin at least from four to five crores
-of rupees annually to meet the growing requirements of an ex-
panding trade and population. Bub such a coinage signifies
the failure of the currency experiment, which it is so difficult
and disagreeable to acknowledge. So the Government is now
fumbling about for some devices whereby to minimise the use
of silver coins in future. With that view it has recently
addressed letters to local Ohambers of Commerce enquiring
whether currency notes could not be popularised to a
larger extent than hitherto. It has suggested four different
alternatives, which you will have seen in the papers.
No doubt the greater the circulation of small notes (of five
-and ten rupees) the less the expense of silver coinage. But
a8 a matter of fact the inland public, who are the real
producers, have no confidence in these notes. With them
nothing will go save hard cash in silver and copper. How is
our Government going to establish that confidence? And
to what extent with that confidence, when established—a
remote contingency, indeed—will the mass discontinue the use
-of silver coins? It may be that fresh facilities of encashment
at certain trade or distributing centres may accustom the
mmiddlemen to make & larger use of notes and dispense with
Tupees; but is there the slightest hope that the mass of pro-
ducers, the agriculturists, will, for many a day, take kindly to
the paper money? The fact is the currency measure, or
experiment, has proved a huge failure, as the Statist said
in one of its recent issues, and a failure will it be, and not all
the tinkering with mnote circulation will minimise that failure.

t is unsound in principle can never be made sound by
legislation or executive orders.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.

THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.
The Mansion House Fund, it is announced, will be closed at
the end of the year. Itis still short of £400,000.

THE ¢«INVESTORS’ REVIEW” FUND.

We toke the following from the current issue (December 22)
of the Investors’ Review :—

Does the Viceroy of India wish us to understand
that there is now no famine in that country, and
that the people who starved all last summer are now
comfortable and well fed? He has stopped by “reekly
message, and, although economy is necessary in I« an finance
at the present time, his silence can hardly be put | wn to the
need for saving a few rupees a week. ‘Wheth ir he keeps
silence or mof, private evidence maintains that the distress
continues more or less severe over the greater ‘part of the
famine region, and promises to emerge again in an acute form
next year at many points. What steps are being taken by the
Viceroy’s Government to prevent a return of famine in the
spring? How is it dealing with the land revenue? Has it
made any provision for advancing money to the distressed
cultivators at moderate rates of interest so as to enable them to
acquire some necessary portion of cattle and the seed to put in
their land, or are they:left to the tender mercies of the village
money-lender? We ought to have information about points
like these and many more, but none is forthcoming, and by the
time the small Commission which hagbeen appointed to report
upon the famine hag finished its labours, remedial measures
may come too late to save many more, millions of our fellow-
subjects. Meanwhile, and although the Tord Mayor’s Fund
has been closed, with & happy feeling, doubtless, that England
hus nobly done its best by giving back about 1 per cent. of
what it draws in a single year from India, distress continues
and help is in many places as much needed as éver. For this
reason we shall confinue to keep our little fund before the
public.

Subseriptions to our little fund, from which not a penny is
deducted for advertisements in newspapers or any other kind
of charges, may be sent to A. J. Wilson, at this office; cheques
o be crossed ¢ Union Bank of London, Indian Famine Fund.”

L1sT OF SUBSORIPTIONS.
Amount acknowledged previously .. 292251 550)
‘Westbourne Park Indian Circle, per J. B. W.

Chapman o o0 o 60 o 0 4 8

Total to date o0 8922 1918

Remittances should be made to Mr. A. J. Wilson, Investors’
Review office, Norfolk House, Norfollk Street, Strand, W.C.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

THE LATE BAKSHI JAISHI RAM.
To zmm Epmon or ¢ INpra.’’

SIR,—The following extract from a letter which I have
received from a mear relative of the late Bakshi Jaishi Ram
will interest all who esteemed that true patriot and devoted
worker for his country. He died, as he had lived, true to the
tlz\q.use of his countrymen, and his countrymen will not forget

11T,

Since September 25 he had been touring in the Province, collecting
snbscriptions for the Congress. On October 22, he returned from
Ferozpur ; and the following day he had an ordinary afitack of colic
pain, but that was the beginning of the end.

After three days he got quite healthy and had a drive with me to
the Congress Hall on the 28th where he had the last view of ‘ that
mighticst outcome of Punjabi generosity, and the healthy and mnoble
fruit of his own brilliant exertions.”

On the 29th there was a relapse of the illness, and the next day he
grew worse. That day the Honourable Surendra Nath Banerjea was
here on a lecturing campaign. . . . . wish I were present
there, hearing the speech and having a last view of my dear Congress
friends.”” These words were followed by & flow of tears from his
eyes. .. .. .

. The best medical practitioners in Lahore were in aftendance, and
in spite of their assurance to the contrary, he was sure, even some ten
hours before his death, that his end was come. At about 7:30 when
being asked whether he felt any pain, he replied: ‘¢ All pains are
gone now.”’ . . . . 2

nh]gimofhle;v? ofgus and l};i.s friendsdten minutes before his death,

508 e holy Gayatri Mantra, an ired at 8:35 p.m. i

¢ Om, Shanti, Shanti, Shanti 1" 2 o DiRrit

T am, Bir, youars faithfully,
: : RomESH DUTT,
December 18, 1900.
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ment, 2nd if you add to the difficulties arising from that circumstance
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any form of commersial business ghall bs capable of being selocted,
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able profession, but would very mucl diminish the power of finding
xsona capable of serving the Queen iz her administrative offices.
ear, hear.) 'The difficulty of our inistriasn 3w not that people
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porsor will take nay-conrse which may tend $o limit sedom and
opportunity which men of knowledge and experience may have of
‘entoring into the political service of the Orown. (Hear, hear.)

The HARL OF ROSEBERY, with reference to the statement of
the noble Marquis that there was no preeedent for the principle
he had Jaid dowmn :

Desived to point out that there was the very recent precedont laid
down by Mr. (Hadstone’s Government in 1897, when all its members
were requived te relieve th dves of their divoetorships, and &id fo,
and were 206 in any renpeof less efficiont men of business. \

- Phe Musous or Sazsssory.: That is not the point. The point 15
- that men will not aveept politival ofics if they are compelled to
sacrifice for it the neans of livelihvod they had previously held.
{"Hear, heaxr.) 2

The Binn on Roseprey: Tt is exactly the point, because they

socepted office on those terma.

A, stodsbroker writes to the Westminster Gazetls (December 21)
on the subject of stockbrokers as Ministers of the Crown :—

Thare is hardly any branch of legislation or foreign polioy which
28 nob e due effeoh 'on some stock. 1t is the stockbroker’s business
0 gesess this effect, which his training enables him to do with some

tness. - To sec tho absurdity of the Hardwicke position you have
only to imagine him Minister for Horeign Affairs. A stockbroker
“associntes with stockbrokers ; and a Minister stockbroker, aithough a
slogmg,pumez, might mention to Lis partners that he thought well
of Beyptian Ugified and not commib a crime.  Sursly in foture there
must bs 5wo s9s of Ministerial appointments, ones for which stodl-
are eligible n‘.'nd one for which they are not. When a stock-
retarns fo business after his Coverns 1 flight does he forget
Imowledge gained, or does it xetain its power of indicating likely
uations in stoeks? 'h.['fq Haurﬁ:vickebcmﬁtention that, any member
y _epeculate is beside the poinf, H:
o e
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the
-

£ blie Goyernmen{
bably bungle
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Government ! The idea to my mind is just rank ! -
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;vn'ﬂaly. Still the way in which he nged his vast influen;
about the early release of Mr. Tilak fzom prison showed thit:
& heart for India and Tudians; and could succonr fhem

ged.  UoricinTr thev have lost o genuine and true fri
~—(October 30).

i T Tonman: aioeog,’

To hiz many fifends and admivers in Tni
Max Miuller’s dépth will come in the nature of a per
mgnt. No Buropean did identify biraself so closeh

cultive and civilisation, none was & more diligent student; o

anciont literature and philosophy, none drank so copicusly
spring of Indin’s Jearning and lorve, and held up the same rafrashin
dranght to the dried and parched lips of a thiraty world, as thelate
Professor Max Muller. . . . And while the whole of India, standing
by Bis grave with uncovered head, pay hix memory the tribute of
& tear, It us pray Heaven theb the soul that has just winged ifs
flight Heavenwards mey find it way into the abode of peace and
divine blizs '—(October 31.) -

Tre ¢ Lanors Tersone.”’

The magnitude of the servises which lie has directly or indirestly
rendered to this country it is havdly poseible to overrate, and tha
great and -cordial sympsathy which he has shown for the people of
Indis in the pages of the last work of bis life, “.Auld Lang Syne,”
will ever remain in their grabeful memory. Troly said the

reble Babu Burend h Baperjea in his memorable addrers,
on Tuerday last, that Professor Max Miiller was the most illustrions
axponent of ancient Indie. By his death the great uniting link
between the Hast and the West is severed.—(Nov. 1),

o rna Tra-< Hmped?
The death of Professor Nax Miiller, though af an advatced agaof
geventy-seven, will be viewed by educated Tndiaus as nothing short
of & national loss. There is no Buropean nams so well-known to the
Hindus as that of Professor Max Muller, the great savani who
trangiated and edited their Sacred Book: He is held by the Hindua
in such yeneratfon thab his name has Lecu translated a8 ¢ Moksha
Muler'’—— ' 4 gnide to Heaven ’*—an honour which the Hindus would
nayer have hestowed on him but for his sminent attainments iu the
sacrad langnage snd liferature of their conntry. There have been
aconte differenges of opinion in the interpretaion of the same parts of
our secred texts bebween Professor Mux Miiller and owr Paundita.
His ipnate Obristizn fendencies p d him from sesing and
appreciating some of their excellences. But i must be admitted
that no man hag contributed morc towards a hetter understanding
betweon the Hash and the West than ks eminent Professor. . . .
His jntimafe knowledge of Indis and Indiss literature made him
understand the true nature of the Hindns and gave him the peculiar
position of & valunble interpreter of the Hindu natire at fipes when
men working years in India mistook thoss passing semtitents o
made them & plea for curteilment of political rights. Qur conntry=
men would distinetly remember his noble efforts in connexion vg;ﬁh
the ia] pres d to tha 8 v of State for the shortening
of the period of Mr. Tilsk’s incarceration. This was a unigue position
svhich Professor Max Miller held, and it will be long before we ean
find one fit to replace him—one ywhe trusted and was true to India,
and uo less loyal to the eountry of his adoption. Honoms flawal
thick on the great man whose monumental works have been the
theme of the world’s admiration. Batall these honours are nothing by
the side of that estesrmn with which bis memory will bo eushrined in
the of Hindus. and the grateful regard in which he will bs held,
o tho prosont ganeration alons, but also by the future genoras
tions of this country.—(Nov. 1). e X
o ¢ Aunrns Bazar Pamarwa’ 0 S0G
Tn the death of Professor Max Muller the world has lgst oneof the.
most prominent figures of the century. He was sgeogally dear fo
the Hindus; for, if any man had made them and fheir systems of
igion respected in the West, it was he. Many Hind gineerely:
ofessor apparently 5 in that belief, that
6 Was in previous birth a Hindu who had come down 0 enrth
eminnte the tedchings :]vi%tllixe Vads.uf:f phh'xllloec;phél Amon aﬁ:ho {
) ple. was, indeed, very comforting fo the 510
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