Jndia

FOR

Mot Smbmm] WEEK ENDING FRIDAY,

THR
NOVEMBER 380, 1900. [t

Notes and News . 965 | The Tnyestors’ Review Fund ... ... 272

<The N_tional Grani 268 | Mr. Dadubhai Naoroji at Ken-

The Amfr'of Afghanistan, 269 | “minmton = .. i, e e e

G London Letter 270 | Meroiless Tax Gatherers in India ... 274

Notes from Bymbay 271 | Publio Meetines on Indian @

The Famine in India tions: ‘The Werk of the Bri
420,000 on Relief. 272 | Committee... .. 275
The Mansion House Fund .., ... 272 | Advertisementa .. ... 215-6

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

In future ¢‘ INDIA”? will be forwarded only to persons
in respect of whom subscriptions have been actually
received at the London Office. To this rule there will
be mo exception.

A convenient Order Form for the use of subscribers
is printed on page 276. %

NOTES AND NEWS.
el
THE Viceroy’s telegram this week announces a further

L decrease of tho number of persons in receipt of
relief, yet a decrease of little more than half that reported
in the previons week. The number is stated to have fallen
from 555,000 to 420,000, Considerably more than half
are registered in the Bombay Presidency. ¢ Rain is still
wanted in Bombay, the Karnatic, the Deccan, and
Grujerat.” Thus for several weeks in succession the in-
sufficiency of the rainfall over the most of the famine-
stricken territory has been repeated. The needs of the
people are evidently still pressing. The Mansion House
Fund, however, while still kept open, is: unhappily
languishing. On another page we again adyocate &
National Grant in sympathy. =

‘We are glad to learn that the Caleutta Congress Com-
mittee have adopted the following resolutions :—

(1) ¢ The Oaleutta C ngress Committee convsy their most hearty
eongratulations to Mr. William 8. Caine on his election as a member
of Parliament for the Camborne Division in Cc——=ll, and wish him
healt.h’,7 prosperity, and success in the furtherance of every good
ocause. ¥ A
(2) “'The Oalcutta Congress Committee record their deep sense of
satisfaction at the return to Parliament of Mr. W. 8. Oaine by the
electors of the Camborne Division in Cornwall, and beg to convey
their sincere thanks to the elactors of that division for their choice
having fallen on him. They feel that in having sent Mr. Caine to
Parlisment as the tive of their i , they haye at the
same time chosen a member who will further the interests of the un-
represented millions of their fellow-subjects in India, and cement in
a closer bond the relations subsisting between Great Britain and this
most important dependency of the British Empire.”

Mr. Dadabhai: Naoroji’s address at Shepton Mallet
(Nov. 14) on the famines in Tndia and the mortality con-
sequent upon them, appears to have stirred the local waters
not a little. Two days later (Nov. 16) Canon Johnson,
who presided, thought it necessary to confide to the editor
of the Shepton Mallet Journal his opinion that Mr. Naoroji’s
picture of India’s wrongs was ¢ greatly exaggerated,” and
that his statements *‘ virtually implied an impeachment of
some of the most liberal ‘statesmen .and Viceroys. who
laboured as earnestly for the welfare of India as of
England.” Strangely enough, he based his judgment on
citations from Mr. Romesh Dutt’s work entitled ¢ Civilisa-
tion in Ancient India ”—citations acknowledging certain
advantages to India from the British connexion, which, of
course, Mr. Naoroji had never denied. On the other hand,
the Canon overlooked the fact that Mr. Dutt, in the same
volume, has emphasised the very points on which Mr.
Naoroji laid stress. *In the midst of exuberant prosperity
in_all parts of the British Empire,”” writes Mr. Dutt,
;Iu;l]i?’ alone sends us a tragic tale of poverty, famine, and

eath.

Then comes a correspondent signing himself ¢ Altruist”’
(November 23), who sets the Canon right. He points out
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o7a| of his immediate subject.

that Mr. Naoroji had to confine himself to the just limits
A statement that is good for a
Canon may be good for other people, and so we quote
¢ Altruist’s” summary of Mr. Naoroji's position on the
occasion :—

In the years 1897 and 1899 thousands of Indians died of want
.+ .. The failure of crops was the minor cause; their destitution
was the major ome. . ... The people of India are always in &
chronic state of destitution, and therefore when there arises the
slightest strain upon their resources they die. Buf they die as a
result of famine of money, not of crops. And all this happens
although it is admitted that India in a series of years, famine years
included, produces enough food for her people. The ‘‘man in the
street”” must ere long ask: ‘“ How can this thing be?’ ¢Ts there
no remedy for an ical condition 8o deplorable?” . . . .

Mr. Naoroji's aim was to impress upon his andience that there
remedy, and that the people of Britain have that remedy in !
hands. He attributed the poverty of India to the faults in
administration, and the mortality in years of scarcity to that pov,

He pointed out the cardinal faults of the administration by shoy
that it is almost’ wholly alien and enormously expensive, and &
consequence it places upon India a burden of taxation whichs
cannot bear. Mr. Naoroji’s address at this point may aptly/
summarised by the notable words of the greatest of living stateszs,
the Marquis of Salisbury, spoken when he was at the Iudia (&ca'm
¢ India is being bled.”” (

Tt is purely strange that a man with kindly feelings for
India, as Canon Johnson undoubtedly is, should not be
ashamed, rather than proud, to state that ‘“‘the thousands of
pounds sent out by this country for the relief of the Indian
famine, at a time when 8o many other calls were being made
upon its bounty, is an answer to the statement that we drain
India of money but contribute nothing.”” If wo take
charge of India, it is irrelevant, when her time of distress
arrives, to refer to the calls made upon us from other
objects of Imperial obligation. We are in any case—call
or no call elsewhere—bound in dutyand in honour to suceour
India in calamity. Else we fail in our trust. And what
are a few hundred thousands in occasional years to the
steady economic drain of say thirty-five millions every
year? Really the Canon must take to figures and re-
consider this extraordinary ¢ answer” to Mr, Naoroji’s
complaint of the ¢ drain.”

‘We deeply regret to record the sudden death of Mr.
Merwanjee Mancherjee Bhownaggree, barrister-at-law,
eldest son of Sir Mancherjee M. Bhownaggree, M.P., at
the early age of 26. Mr. Merwanjee died on Sunday last
(November 25) from failure of the action of the heart.
The funeral took place on Wednesday éNovamber 28) at
the Parsi Burial Ground in Brookwood Cemetery. General
sympathy, in which we respectfully desire to join, is felf
for Sir Mancherjee and his family.

An Anglo-Tndian correspondent writes to express his
regret that, especially at this juncture, ‘“ Mr. Swinny (at
Petersfiold) or any one else should give renewed currency
to certain official excuses and local prejudices, the tendency
of which is to dolay and obstruct tho oxtension of water
storage and provision against drought in India.” He
objects (1) to Mr. Swinny’s remark that ¢“the best things
have already been done’ in irrigation, but admits that it
is “ six or seven tenths” of the truth ; (2) to Mr. Swinny’s
mention of the ‘“attendant evils,” but admits that they
“may be taken as two or three tenths;” (3) to Mr.
Swinny’s assertion that ‘“some parts of India could gain
nothing by irrigation ; ” and (4) to Mr. Swinny’s statement
that ““money is a necessity,” which our correspondent calls
the ““ weakest'’ excuse of all. Mr. Swinny, we believe, is
just as anxious us anybody to promote all reasonable
means of obviating drought in India. We submitted
our correspondent’s letter to him, and his reply is to the
following effect. (1) is admitted in sufficiently large
measure by our correspondent. (2) if the ‘‘attendant
evils ”’ are as much as “two or three tenths,” the mention
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of them ought not, in fairness, to be omitted. (3) is borne

cout by the report of Mr. Santo Crimp, the eminont
engineer (see Inpra, vol. xiii, p. 78). (4) seems incon-

" trovertible; money should be saved from military and
other unnecessary expenditure, but it is to be feared that
such savings would not be invested in irrigation—and they
have yet to be made. In fact, on full explanation, we are
pretty certain that our correspondent and Mr. Swinny
would be found to be in absolute agreement.

Sir Henry 8. King, in an appeal for subscriptions at
home towards the Lockhart Memorial Fund which has
been opened in India under the patronage of the Viceroy,
recalls two very striking incidents in connexion with Sir
‘William Lockhart’s latest expedition and last illness. He
writes :—

It is unnecessary to set forth Sir William Lockhart’s merits asa
military genius, and a man who obtained a singular influence and
authority among the tribes of the North-West Frontier. Every one
will ber the ex dinary di ration which, at the close of
the last successful campaign in which he was engaged, was offered to
him of their admiration and affection by the Afridis he had vanquished,
when they crowded to see him off, and, taking the horses out of his
carriage, dragged him to the station. A more pathetic tribute even
was, the telegram of enquiry they sent when they heard that he was
]yiﬁ%’kﬂl at Calentta. 7

own countrymen can scarcely desire to be behind his defeated
but admiring foes in offering some tribute to his memory.
>

Afﬁ able writer in the ddvocate of India (November 9)
may be taken to represent very fairly the Indian appre-
ciation of the work and attitude of the Viceroy. He thus
enumerates the main’ points in Lord Curzon’s * achieve-
ments”’ :—

He has been greatly instrumental, thanks to his personal and
inu..ate knowledge of our fronriers and trans-frontiers, not only in
restoring tranquillity on the borders, but in conciliating the more
recalcitrant tribes and bringing them into a line and within the pale
of British influence—a restoration which alone, in our opinion,
enabled him to spare for Imperial purposes part of the troops to Sonth
Africa and, later on, to China. In domestic affairs he has been
conscientiously endeavouring to wake up the various fossilised de-
partments of State from their traditional lethargy. He has laid low
the ganii of Red Tape and Circumlocution. He has infused some of

Tity

most necessary pars of the duty of Members of Parliament
—and Lord George, who ‘ has heen an Tmperialist all his
life,” ought to sympathise with them in this respect, even
if they belong to the Radical party—to see that the
Govornment of India is being satisfactorily conducted.
There is no ‘¢ assailing ” in the matter. The fact is that
if the Government were more ready to satisfy the public
desire for information Lord George would find his office
much less uncomfortable.

Though the Punjab Land Alienation Bill has passed
into law, the hopefulness and assurance of its advolates
has not survived the hour of triumph. Even so staunch &
supporter as the Pioncer admits this. Tt says:—© °

The difference between the opening and the closing speeches of the
Bill is most marked. The exuberant hopefulness of the former has
been tempered by a sense of a grave responsibility in the latter, and
the work in Committee has doubtless caused many misgivings.

Nor does the Pioneer refuse its praise to Sir Harnam Singh
for his conduct of the opposition :—

In spite of its ions and forebodi: less marked in his
final as compared with his previous efforts, Sir Harnam Singh’s
speech itself was a worthy contribution to the debate, and there is no
one who will not give him the credit which he justly claims of
fighting for what he believes to have been *his duty to Government
and his countrymen.””

Tt is interesting to note how greatly the supporters of
the Act have shifted their ground. Hyen the Fioncer says
¢we mno longer hear of the retired warrior and his
encumbered acres,” and yet the salvation of a heroic body
of men, born soldiers of the Empire, was at first put in
the very forefront of the reasons for the Bill. Nay, the
Pioncer is now ready to allow that the old system is
doomed, Bill or no Bill. In the Hastern Punjab co-
parcenary tenures have already broken up, and the forces
acting in favour of individual ownership throughout the
Province are too strong to be stayed. The new law is
intended mnot to crush the forces of individualism, but to
regulate them. It is to be hoped that the regulation is
not a leap in the dark. According to Mr. Rivaz itis an
experiment, and as such open to the possibilities of error

his own enthusiastic energy and spirit of despatch and p

into them. He has even reproved erring functionaries, and coura-
eously striven by executive orders to keep the wells of British

§ustice pure and undefiled. He has, ver, respected fficial

public opinion, a striking evidence of which is to be discerned in the

abandonment last year of the Telegraphic Press Messages Bill.

“We trust our contemporary judges aright of Lord Curzon’s
understanding of educated India, as he certainly does
judge aright of the attitude of the Native leaders.

Lord George Hamilton, speaking to his constituents at
Taling (November 28), paid a tribute to the native Indian
troops in China, declaring them to be ¢ second to none
with whom they were co-operating.” He went on to
say i —

T haye heard from an authentic source that that distinguished

officer, Field-Marshal Count von Waldersee, was immensely struck
by the physique and bearing of our Native regiments. And those
other distinguished foreign officers and diplomatists now in China
will come back with the knowledge that this Empire is one of far
greater strength and power than they had believed it to be, and thaf
in time of trouble, so far from India being a source of difficulty and
weakness to Great Britain, it will prove a sonrce of strength.
There can be no doubt that the Native troops fully deserve
such meed of recognition, and that it would be well if
foreign observers were impressed with the power and
solidarity of the Empire. Nor, it may be anticipated,
will Lord George forget that the real bases of strength are
not to be overlooked, whatever the appearances to foreign
observers, and that they do not grow of themselves but
need to be carefully fostered.

Lord George was scarcely fortunate in a quasi-personal
complaint he made.  One of my difficulties in the House
of Commons,” he is reported to have said, ““is that there
is a number of persons there belonging to the Radical
party who seem to think that Tndia is a convenient instru-
ment with which to assail the Government.” This is one
of those things that were better left unsaid. It would
really be hopeless for Lord George to refer to any facts
that could reasonably support such a complaint. We
dare say it is yery tiresome to be plied with questions and
amendments, but that is part of the price that a statesman
psys.for the dignity of office; and, not only so, it is &

and the probability ef amendment.

The Pionser passes by the speech of Sir Mackworth
Young with the remark that it introduced a discordant
note, but, as the Friend of India says, it wasreally delivered
under very unusual circumstances :—

In the first place, it is but rarely that, in legislating for an Indian

Province, the views of its ruler are so completely set aside by the
Suopreme Government as those of the Lieutenant-Governor of the
Puojub have been in the present instance; in the second place, it is
still more rarely that, when this happens, the local ruler has the
courage to take the public into his confidence so completely.
Sir Mackworth Young repudiates all responsibility for the
measure, and declares his disbelief in its success. Nor is
it a secret that some of the ablest revenue officers in the
Punjab share the views of the Lieutenant-Governor on the
Act.

Lord Curzon declared that he had been struck by the
absence of any alternative scheme, save that of doing
nothing n face of an admitted evil. The Friznd of India
cannot admit that this is a correct view. Sir Dennis Fitz-
patrick put forward a proposal that the Act should be tried
in some selected district instead of applying it at once
to the whole of the Punjab. As Mr. Rivaz admits that
the measure is only an experiment which may fail and will
probably require amendment, this would seem an excellent
way of minimising the evils of possible failure, while if
it were successful in the one district, it could be applied
in others with such amendments as experience dictated.
Again, Sir James Lyall proposed a scheme on the lines of
the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act of 1879, and this Sir
Mackworth Young was willing to accept. Whether these
suggestions were good or not, it cannot be said that there
were no counter-proposals in the field.

Tt is a sound rule that the service of the State should be
open to men of all religions on the same terms. This does.
not mean that the number of officials of each religion
should be proportionate to the numbers of each religion
in the community, but that the fittest men should be:

chosen without regard to the religion they may profess.
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We have, therefore, been unable to support the claim to
exceptional treatment put forward by some Mahometans
on the ground that without such treatment they would not
have their due part in the service of the State. It the
Mahometans of India have not as many appointments in
proportion to their numbers as some other communities,
it is assuredly not because they are unfairly treated by the
Government, any more than it is because they are wanting
in intelligence and character. It is rather because they
have shown less adaptability to the new conditions of
TIndisn life and less readiness to avail themselves of the
new facilities of education.
e ©°

But though we cannot sympathise with the claims of
Mahometans when put forward by themselves on the ground
that they suffer an injustice in not receiving special treat-
ment, the case is rather different when those claims receive
the support of other sections of the community on the
ground of the public advantage. The Hinduand the Indian
Spectator, newspapers which represent those who would
most suffer by the granting of special privileges to
Mahometans, declare that * there is no greater stimulus to
education in India at present than appointments in the
Government service, and if, by means of some concessions,
the Mahometan community can be lured on to higher
educational standards, the gain will be that of the whole
country.” The Hindu even goes so far as to say that in
view of the smallness of the number of quabfied
Mahometans they ought to be specially and more largely
encouraged than other classes who are already well
represented in the public service.

The Hindw continues :—

A backward Mahometun community must more ox less always

remain a clog in the wheel of India’s progress; and the larger em-
ployment of them in the public service may be one way of advancing
them generally to a higher conception of public duty and public
sorvive,
Such words as these have all the more weight when the
circumstances which gave rise to them are taken into con-
sideration. The Maliometans of Karachi, in addressing
Lord Curzon, begged for greater favours for Mahometans,
adverting, among other things, to their small representa-
tion in the municipality ; and, not content with pointing
out the disadvautages under which they laboured, they
complained of tho success of the Hindus. Our Madras
eontemporary has taken a noble revenge.

Leaving aside the question whether it can ever be wise
to depart from tho sound rule of equality among members
of different religious communities in order to stimulate the
more backward, it must be admitted that the position
taken up by the Hindu is full of promise for the future of
India. Whether the opinion it expresses is sound or not,
it is certainly a sign of the times to find the claims of one
section of the Indian people to special privileges supported
for reasons of general advantage by the organ of another
gection, and that a section which has evoked a certain
amount of jealousy by its successes in the field of open
competition. 1t is one of the many signs that the unity
. of India is continually growing firmer, and that the in-
spiring idea of “‘Indiaa nation” is gradually overpowering
the tendency to form separate groups and to prefer the
interests of those groups to the interests of the whole
people.  We recall also the friendly accommodation in
practice between the Hindus of Calcutta and the Maho-
metans on oceasion of the municipal elections in the days
before the municipality was last ¢ roformed.”

‘When Lord Curzon addressed a Durbar of the Oudh
Talukdars at Lucknow in December last he raised hopes
which it seems improbable that he will ever fulfil. He
compared them with the Feudal aristocracy of England, and
in eulvgising their loyalty implied that it gave them a
alaim to special privileges. It is not wonderful, therefore,
that they hoped for some opportunities- of showing this
loyalty, especially in the career of arms, which ruch com-
parisous naturally suggested. All the more, then, must
they have been disappointed by the answer which they
veceived to their offer to form a militia of their retainers.
The Government, after carefully considering the proposal,
while expressing their gratification at the loyalty which

prompted it, have come to the conclusion that they are |
not in a position to accept it. We are far from blaming
this d of the Gov t—indeed, the details of the
scheme aro not before us—but it does seom unfortunate
that the Government can find no outlet for the martial
valour of such classes as the Talukdars of Oudh. .

A curious and unfortunate mistale of the police is
reported from Cawnpore. According to the Zribune, on
October 24, twenty policemen led by Sergeant Bonner
raided the house of a wealthy and estesmed banker, Rai
Bahadur Lala Madhu Ram, and arrested him and a large
number of his guests on & charge of gambling. The
prisoners were taken to the police station and admitted to
bail; and it is unnecessary to say that the arrest of so
many persons of the highest respectability created a great
sensation throughout the city. But on the case coming
before the District Magistrate it was found that a great
mistake had been made by the police, the warrant under
which they acted having had reference to another Lala
Madhu Ram, who, as the document itself showed, had no
claim to the designation of Rai Bahadur. This was
pointed out to the police sergeant at the time the arrests
were made, but without avail. The Rai Bahadur and his
friends deserve much sympathy. And what is to be said
to the police sergeant ?

Tn a paper by Sir Norman Lockyer and Dr. W. J. 8.
Lockyer, which was read by Sir Norman before the Royal
Society (Nov. 22), attention was drawn to the relation
between sunspots and rainfall It was concluded that
India has two ““pulses ” of rainfall, one near the maximum
and the othor near the minimum of the sunspot period, and
that all the famines recorded in the Famine Commission
Reports as having devastated India during the last half
century occurred in the intervals between these two pulses.
Mr. Hliot, the Meteorological Reporter to the Indian
Government, who has studied the results of the enquiry,
“gave it as his opinion that they accorded closely with all
the known facts of the large abnormal features of the
temperature, pressure, and rainfall in India during the last
twenty-five years, and that hence the inductions already
arrived at would be of great service in forecasting future
droughts in Tndia.”

In his Indian Budget statement (July 26), Lord George
Hamilton remarked that ‘“in recent yoursthe Meteorological
Department has established a direct counexion between
the fall of rain in India and the height of the Nile flood
in Bgypt.” Famine years were usually years of low Nile
flood, and now Sir Norman Lockyer points out that the
highest Niles followed, at an interval of one or two years,
the years of the plus and minus pulses.”” As to the present
famine, the Ztmes report states:—

The widened line curvea [in the spectra of sunspots]. so far from
having crossed in 1897 or 1898, as they ought according to the few
precedents available, had not crossed even now ; in other words, the
condition of the ordinary solar meun temperaturs had not even yet
been reached. Now, India in a normal cycls was supplied from the
Southern Ocean during the minimum suuspot period, and the rain was
due to some pressure cffect brought abou. in high sonthern lstitndes
by the sun at minus temperature. But as this temperature condition
was hot reached in 1899, as it would have been in a normal year, the
rain failed. Thus the only abnormal famine recorded since 1836
ocenrred precisely at the time when an abnormal effzct of an unpre-

d d i of solar t 1re was reveuled by the study of

the widened lines.
It is well to be forewarned. Tst us also have such
economic enquiry as will make the people forearmed.

Remittances on India for 30 lakhs were on Wednesday |
offered for tender by the India Council, and applications
for bills amounting to Rs.5,95,00,000 were received at
prices ranging from 1s. 33d. to 1s. 4d. The following
amounts in bills were allotted—viz, Rs.17,72,000 on
Caleutta and Rs,2,97,000 on Bombay at an average of
1s. 3:968d., and Rs.9,31,000 on Madras at an average of
1s. 3:97d. Tenders at ls. 333d. will receive about 14 per
cent. Later the Council sold bills for Rs.30,000 on
Calcutta and Rs.33,000 on Madras at 1s. 4d. Last week
remittances for Rs.30,40,000 were sold for £202,283,
making the total disposed of from April 1 to Tuesda
night Rs.8,69,67,908, producing £5,783,209. Next yee

the amount to be offered will be inoreased to 35 lakhs.
2
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.Y THE NATIONAL GRANT.

UN'DER a strong sense of our duty to Tndia and still
more to England, we return to the question of a
National Grant, a question fraught with the most serious
consequbnces to the future of the two countries. The
forthcoming meeting of Parliament is a sufficient excuse,
if excuse be mneeded, for again advocating a measure
supported outside the House by public opinion and by the
Press of all parties, and only defeated insido the House by
the power of the Government, acting, for this once against
the wishes of some of its most devoted supporters. There
neyer was a measure which encountered so little inde-
pendent opposition, as there meyer was one which was so
strongly urged by every motive alike of policy and
humanity. And now within a few days a new Session
will open, and there will be an opportunity for the
Government to descend from the position of churlish
obstruction to which they have so long clung and to give
full rein to the generous instincts of the nation. It is true
that Parliament is now called together for a particular
and pressing object—the finding of money for the South
African war; but the wants of India also cry aloud. India
is far more important to the Empire than South Africa,
and her prosperity concerns a vastly greater population.
Her case is serious and demands immediate attention. It
is true that the needs of the war constitute a heavy drain
on our resources; yet the heaviest taxation due to the war
is likely to be slight in proportion to our resources when
compared with the taxation borne by India in years of
profound peace, and the drain on our wealth in the present
crisis is as nothing to what India has to endure even in
normal times. And is it to he said that the future
prosperity of India and the attachment of her people to the

mpire are matters of no importance beside the African
campaign? Is it to be said that destruction alone is
worthy of the attention of Parliament, and that the pre-
servation of India’s prosperity may be lightly put on one
side? This is, indeed, a gruesome and a degrading view of
the functions of an Tmperial Parliament.

In his speech during the debate on the last Indian
Budget Lord George Hamilton, referring to the recent
famine, declared that ““ no nation and no Government had
ever before attempted to deal with that periodical visita-
tion so thoroughly as had the present Government.” A
eritic might remark that few Governments had had the
opportunity of dealing with two great famines in four
years. But let that pass. Let us admit and admive the
good work that has been already done in the saving of
Iife and the provision of food and work for those who
could obtain neither. Does this exhaust the tale of India’s
woes or England’s duties? And has not nearly all that
has been done hitherto been done at the expense of India ?
Has not poverty had to succour starvation? Has not the
cost of famine relief been borme by the impoverished
Indians of the present or left as dead-weight to drag down
to an equal or greater poverty the Indians of the future ?
How has the British nation and the British Government,
as a nation and a Government, dealt with famine? By
leaving the cost to bo borne by its Indian subjects alone.
Individual Englishmen haye contributed to famine funds,
but as a nation we have done nothing.

And yet there was never a time when India had done
more for England and the Empire. But a few days ago
the papers had long lists of the gifts and offers of the
Native Princes of India. That very war, the burdens of
which are made the excuse for refusing to share those of
India, has shown us what India can do for England. In
the darkest hour of disaster troops supported for years
and kept in efficiency at the expense of the impoverished
taxpayers of Iudia were our sole resource at hand to stem
the tide of invasion and saye the Colony of Natal from tho
enemy. These troops were British troops that formed
part of the garrison of India, and it was not thought wise
to employ Indian troops as combatants in South Africa,
but that decision was powerless to prevent the Indians
from showing their devotion at the risk of their lives. As
stretcher-bearers they were constantly within the line of
fire, and many an Iinglish soldier owes his life to the
courage and steadfastness of his Indian fellow-subjects.
Nor have the people of Natal, who had this heroism
hefore their eyes, been able to refrain from bearing their
testimony to the quality of these Indians, in spite of the
prejnd&ees they have long cherished against the Indian

race—prejudices which have left shameful traces even im:
the Statute Book of the Colony. Soldiers, Colonists,
friends and foes, unite in praising the services of the:
Indian stretcher-bearers on the battle-fields of Natal.

And when to the war already raging in South Africa-
anothor was added in China, when we heard the news that
our countrymen were crying for succour, and when it
seemed doubtful if we could do aught to help in their
release, then more than ever we had occasion to bless the
name of India. With the flower of our Army engaged in
Africa, and the garrison at home reduced to a mere:
name, it seemed as if the work of rescue would hfve tg
be left to our allies and rivals, and that the couptry with
the largest commercial interests in China would have-
practically no voice in the negotiations or the settlement.
From this position of humiliation England was saved by
India. Indian troops were poured into China and formed
the greater part of our army. TIn fact, so completely is:
the war in the Far East an Indian war that the General in
command reports not to the military authorities but to-
the Secretary of State for India. Nor have thoso Indian
troops shown themselves unworthy to represent the:
Empire. Their splendid bearing has evoked the admira-
tion of Count Waldersee, the Commander-in-Chief, and
thoy havo proved themselves fit to fight beside the soldiers-
of Germany, France, and Russia.

Such have been the services of India to the Empire in
the year that is past. Such is the help that India has
given to Hngland in her hour of difficulty. But if we ask
what England or the Empire has done for India in her
distress, the answer is not so plain. During the last four
years India has had two famines, the first known as the
great famine, because of its intensity, and the second
still more intense. As always after famine there has
come disease. And side by side with this, with the
diseases that follow in the track of want and starvation,
there has been a terrible visitation of plague, waxing and
waning from time to time, but never disappearing
entirely. What has England as a nation done for India ?
Funds have been raised by the charity of individuals, but
the purse of the nation has remained cloged. Amidst the
vaunting boasts of the glories of Empire and the
blessings of British rule, India has been left to succour
her own famine-stricken with such help as she could get
from a few tendor-heartod porsons—a mere handful in the
teeming English world, We are to govern the peoples
for their own good and also at their own expense, and the
duties of Empire do not include assistance even in the
time of greatest misery. Is this to be still the niggard
attitude of England ?

How stands the case? TIndia has passed through a
famine of unexampled intensity. Millions have had to
seek the relief works. The oxpense has been enormous.
The revenue over a part of India cannot be collected, or
can only be collected by an amount of harshness revolting
to a civilised nation. The people of the parts which have
escaped the famine are alrcady taxed almost beyond
endurance. To support their share of the expenses of our
Government—ivhich whatever its other virtues is certainly
not cheap—tries their capacity to the utmost. Now they
will be required to do more than their share because others
can do less. And even then the Government will haye to
borrow, and so despen the poverty of the future in order to
defray the expenses already incurred in keeping the people
alive, and to make up for the losses of raevenue. What
then will be left for that additional expenditure necessary,
not to keep the people alive, but to prevent them sinking
into deeper poverty ? The immediate and most obvious
effects of famine may have been overcome. The shrunken
bodies may have been filled, the weakened muscles rendered
once more fit for labour, the flickering spark of life pre=
served, even though the full vigour may never be regained,
But man has not been the only sufferer by the calamity.
It the poverty of the past is mot to be intensified in the
future, something more than this must be done. The
ground is ready, but even if the seed be there to the hand
of the sower, where are the oxen that once drew the
plough? This famine has been distinguished from the other
famines of the present generation, perhaps of the present
contury, by the terrible mortality of cattle. If the whole
agriculture of the districts that have suffered is not to be
permanently degraded, if the poverty is not to be intensi-
fied, and if the power of resisting famine in the future is
not to bo diminished, then aid on a generous scale is
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needed to replace the cattle that have been lost. And
how many other things need to be replaced? Now it is
admitted that the charitable funds by themselves are in-
sufficient. Ts it likely that the Tndian Government, amid
its eternal struggle to find the means of maintaining its
vast civil and military establishment, and hampered by the
great famine expenditure already incurred, and the loss of
revenue suffered—is it likely that the Indian Government
oan or will do all that is required to bring the agriculture
of the afflicted districts to the same state as it was in
beforg the famine? Yet if this is not done it means a
@ermanent increase of poverty for those who were poor
before. eAnd if it isto be done, since charity is insufficient
and the Government of India unable, what remains
but a grant from the Treasury of the United Kingdom?
This then is the last resource of guffering India; and
that it may be effective it must be done at once, The
December Session is a happy opportunity. et it be seized
in the name of justice and humanity, of gratitude, and
above all of the good fecling it will arouse in India
towards England. The people of these islands offer no
oppo?sition. 'Will the Government any longer stand in the
Wﬁy

THE AMIR OF AFGHANISTAN.!

THE autobiography of the Amir of Afghanistan is not
only a work of very special interest to the British
people, but also an important historical record. The first
eleyen chapters, which bring the narrative down to the
Amfr’s accession to the throme, have been written by
himself, and translated from the Persian original by
Sultan Mahomed Khan, his former Secretary of State.
¢The remaining chapters, consisting of an account of the
work which he has achieved in consolidating and develop-
ing the powers and resources of his country, of his domestic
and foreign policy, of his personal life and oceupations,
and of his advice to, and aspirations for, his SUCCESSOTS,
were taken down,” Mr. Murray informs us, ‘“at different
times by Sultan Mahomed Khan from the Amir’s own
words.”  Affer every allowance for free rendering on the
part of the Mir Munshi, there can be no doubt that the
latter chapters as well as the former represent in all
substantial elements the ideas and hopes of the Amir
himself. Those of us who have not outgrown the infantile
notion that the Amfr is an outer barbarian will be some-
what surprised when they peruse these pages. They will,
of course, find themselyes face to face with an extremely
able man and a strong and resolute ruler. With him, no
less than with themselves, freedom is the first controlling
passion. He is amply informed of what is going on in
other countries, and laudably anxious to secure, at the
proper pace, the advantages of foreign ideas. Even the
most startling contradictions in his conduct and policy are
seon to haye inner principles of reconciliation. A devoted
Moslem, he can yet speak —and deal— severely with
priests. A slave of superstitions, he is alive to the import-
ance of Western science—especially mechanical science.
On one page he heaps up two groat towers of the heads of
his enemies pour cncourager les autres; on another he
speculates philosophically on the duties of a king. While
he has definitively asserted and maintained his sway at
home, he looks abroad with the keen observation, criticism,
foresight, and judgment of a great statesman. These
volumes eannot be too widely read and considered.
Though the Amir acknowledges that in his boyhood he
was ‘‘very dull” at his hooks, he praises God that he
had a natural turn for “engineering’ and all sorts of
handicraft—a turn that led to interesting developments at
a later period. His literary studies, however, were to
receive a mnatural impulse from grief and shame at not
being able to read a letter from his lady-love. “T felt my
heart beating,” he confesses, “and I blamed myself very
much that while T boasted of being such a fine man I was
really most unmanly, being so ignorvant.” At an early
age he was appointed Governor of a northern province,
where he tempered what cannot but seem to us a very severe
-exercise of justice with striking acts of humane considerate-
ness. On the death of Dost Mahomed and the accession
of Shir Ali, Abdur Rahman had to flee from hiscountry.
1 ¢ The Life of Abdur Rahman, Ameecr of Afghanistan, G.C B.,
G.C.8.1.”” Edited by Mir Manshi, Sultan Mahomed Khan. With

Portrait, Maps, and Ulustrations. Tywo Volumes. (London: John
Murray.)

e spent eleven years in Samarkand. They were trying®
years. “We wore very hard up for money most of our
time,” he says, “as our expenses were heavy and my
monthly subsidy from the Govornment very small, but as
L had no claim on the Russians T was more thin thankful
for the small sum they allowed me.” Ono consoling
element of his lot, however, was the chivalrous fidelity of
his countrymen, markedly proved on many occasions. At
this time his heart was steeled against the British : ¢ they
were the enemies of my friends, whose enemies were my
enemies.” On the death of the Amir Shir Ali and the
capture of Yakub, he was made Amir by the British
Government in 1880. The arrangements were not all to
his mind, but he determined to make the best of them.

The Amir's first business was to establish his authority:
and reduce his kingdom fo order. He was desperately in
need of money and war material, but eventually was
rvelieved by British assistance. The priests were especially
keen thorns in his side.

The first thing T had to do was to put an end to thess numberless
robbers, thieves, false prophets, and trumpery kings. I must confess
that it was not a very easy task, and it took fifteen years of fichting
Defore they finally submitted fo my rule, ox lefl the ciuntry either by
being exiled or by departing into the next world.

If “ prejudiced and ignorant people’ judge him “harsh,”
he points out that severe measures are sometimes found
necossary oven in the ““most civilised” States of ‘“the
present day.”” From his description of the behaviour
of his courtiers it is plain that he had not a little difficulty
in teaching them manners. Nor is it surprising that he
did not rely for long on their counscl in affairs of State.
Thus he writes surcastically :—

I will now give an cxample of the great wisdom exhibited by the
counsellors and ministers of the sovereign. Once, when bread and
flour were very dear in the market, there was foar of famine ;
and my ministers, whom I consulfed at that time, strongly advised
me to nail the ears of tlie corn and flour sellers to the dooxs of their
shops, in order to force them to make the corn and flour cheaper. I
could not help laughing at this valuable advice, and since that day
till the present time I have never asked advice from my counsellors !
The whole work of internal regeneration he therefore took
on his own shoulders. He tells how, after reduction of
Kafivistan, he labouved to civilise the people by estab-
lishing schools among them and putting an end to slavery
and wife-selling. He expatiates at great length and with
great interest upon his efforts to supersede militarism hy
promotion of the arts of industry. ~The Amfr himself, in
his youthful enthusiasm for practical activities, had become
an expert blacksmith; and he narrates how “one of my
own cousing”’ learnt the art of shoe-making, and what
came of it :—

I persuaded him, after some reasoning and argument, that it is no
disgrace for a member of the Royal Family to work with his own
hands, as believed by the ignorant Afghans ; on the contrary, it is a
disgrace for a person who cannot work at all. I told him to join
another man, a Hazard prisoner of war, who had learnt the
boot-making trade somewhere else, and together they started this
trade at Kabul. Many other shoe-makers have learnt from them,
and by the aid of the leather-sewing and boot-making machines
bought by me, thousands of boots are being made every day in the
Kubul workshops, as well as in other towns, and they are now being
sold in Bazaar as well as to the goldiers in my army. The money
which was being sent annually abroad for the purchase of hoots,
leather belting, harness, and ofther articles, now remains in the
country, which is a distinet advantage.

Naturally, industrial progress is very slow in such
circumstances, but the Amir draws consolatory patience
from contemplation of the fact that even the creation of
the world took six days. e sets forth a proud and really
remarkable account of the progress of the Afghans in
various industrial arts—the manufacture of arms and
ammunition, blacksmith’s work, tannery, boot-making,
soap-making, candle-making, tailoring, and so forth,
down to printing and electrical engineering. And this is
why he has sought the guidance of British instructors in
these things : —

My object was twofold—first, to have my people taught engineer-
ing and other works by Englishmen experienced in such things ;
secondly, to bring my people and the English in contact with each
other, so that the old hatred that existed between these two nations
should be removed from their minds, as our Goyernments were
friendly with each other, and the interests of hoth Governments
were identical. T was also desirous that the English people should
hear of the progresss made under my Government from their own
countrymen. The friendly treatment shown by the Afghan nation to
all the English men and women who visited Kabul proves that we
only killed them when we looked upon them as our enemies. When
they were employed in my service for the benefit of the mation of

Afghanistan they received every hospitality and courtesy, and were
treated as our friends. 2



270 IN

DIA. [November 80,1900,

There can be no question that the Amir has done great
things for his people, not only in government and industry,
but also in social conditions. No one will grudge him his
somewhat mistaken claim of superiority over his British
neighbours in the pride of his natural self-congratulation
on the results of his labours. He writes :—
I am proud to say that in the short time under my rule the people
haye made such good progress towards civilisation that persons
ssessing great riches and wealth can trayel safely throughout my
ominions, by night as well s by day ; whilst, on the other hand, on
the borders of Afghanistan, in parts under British rule, nobody can
move a step without being protected by a strong: bodyguard.
Probably the reference is to tho frontier tribes within
our “sphere of influenco’; but it does not in the least:

matter.

The Amir allows himself to speak out very frankly on
the unwisdom of the Forward Policy. If it may be said
that he does not speak without bias, yet his words are none
the less worth heedful consideration :—

Though some short-sighted English officials and gome other people
absorbed in the mania of a ‘‘ Forward Policy >’ have caunsed mis-
understandings between Great Britain and Afghanistan on several
ocoasions, and have annexed, or tried to annex, certain Afghan
tribes, calling them neutral or independent of Afghan rule, these
people had not the seuse to understand that taking and keeping under
British possession all thess barren lands on the borders of Afghanistan
was A very unwise step, by which they burdened the Exchequer of
Tndla with the heavy expenre of keeping an army on the spot to
maintain peace in these territories, and algo a civil service for adminis-
tration. By taking upon themselves unnecessary. respongibilities and
heavier expenses than the income of the States will meet they in-
curred groater anxisties than they were able to bear; but those short-
sighted officials, who are full of boasting and exagyeration of their
almighty power and wisdom, believe that, though God knows much,
still they know more; and therefore if anybody who knows better
tries to give them advice they simply ridicule him, thinking that it is
impogsible that any person should kuow half as much as themselves,
the all-knowing and all-powerful missionaries of the ‘‘ Horward
Policy ’ and lovers of disputes and war. But luckily the British
nption, its statesmen as well as its people, are better informed than
{hese few above-mentioned all-knowing men, whose designs and
desires are consequently mesting with tho disapproval of British
statesmen and of the public at large, who are really anxious to see
Afghanistan a strong, independent Government—a true ally and
barrier to protect the Indian Empire of their noble Queen.

We could heartily wish that ‘the British nation, its

Turkestan, to compass which they might require a road through
Afghanistan ; while Russia docs intend to invade Tndia. hence she
does require to pass through my country, and not only to pass through
and to be anxious about her rear, but also to take Afghanistan if
she can.

Secondly, England is a great naval Power, and does nof wish to
fight Russia on land unless obliged ; it is, therefore, to England’s
own interest and advantage that Afghavistan should be a strong
buffer State and barrier in the way of Russia, thereby keeping the
two countries of Russia and Englind apurt by Jand. It is con-
requently only natural that Bngland desires to see Afghanistan
strong and safe, to ensure her own sefety and strength in India.
Russia, on the contrary, being anxious to fight England on ®nd,
desires that Afghanistan should be united with her and support her
in the invasion of India, or be wiped out of existence ultogether as £
Sovereign State. : <

Thirdly, England has money and arms, but requires fighting men.
Afghanisten has fighting men, but requires money and arms. It is
accordingly to the mutual interest of Afghanistan and Great Britain
that they should be combined, in which case England wounld have the
services of the Afghans, and the Afghuns would have money and
arms from England, Russia can give no money to Afghanistan
becanse she hag none for her own needs, and she does not require any
men from Afghanistan because she has already more than ghe can.
keep in order.

Fourthly, the friendship of Afghanistan is of no service to Russia
whatever, beyond allowing her to pass throngh the country to India,
which means placing Afghanistan under the feet of Russia. . . . -

If, unfortunately, the English were to chunge their poliey and
become aggressive, with the intention of annexing Afghanistan or
interfering with her independence, in that case the Afyhunistan
nation would be compelled to fight against England ; and, in the
event of their being entirely defeated. they would join Ru-siz, because
«he is much closer to tho borders of Afghunistan than Hngland 18 at
and therefore in a posifion to support Afghanistan, whi

present,
she being then too far

was not the case in the time of Shere Ali,
away to render him any assistance.

Tu five, the policy of Afghuni-tan towards her two strong neigh-
bours should be friendly towsrds the one which is least aggressive
and hostile to the Power wishing to pass through her country or
interfere with her independ Afghanistan must not, h 5
by ber actions provoke either of her neighb urs, neither must she
allow either of them to enter her country under any pretence what-
ever, no matter what treaties or promises they malke.

The Amir contrasts the *fits and changes” of British
policy with the ‘‘constant, firm, and permanent ” policy
of Russia. He has ‘“‘more causes of complaint against
England than against Russia,” he admits. But for all
that ‘‘there is no doubt that Mahometans all over the

statesmen as well as its people,” had as clear and reasoned
an opinion on the subject as the Awmir seems to attribute
to them. However, one must, in the meantime, be thank-
ful that cogent grounds of self-restraint have commended
themselves to the rulers of India. The Amfr, in dealing
with his relations to his two great neighbours, points out
that Russia and Kabul have never been at enmity from
causes relating to themselves alone. It is the other big
neighhour that causes such friction as arises. He says :—

Russia has, consequertly, 1o reason for attacking Afghanistan, or
for interfering in Afghan affuirs, beyond the fact that Afghanistan
isdriendly with Great Britain, that she has no connexion now with
Russia, and that she liey as an obstacle between Russian territory
and India, thus barring the way for Russian aggression upon India.
Coneidering, therefore, that the only reason that could be given by
Russia for king Afghani ix the friendship existing b:tween
that country and England, justice demands that, treaty or no treaty,
England should be respousible for the safety and protection of
Afghanistan, and that both these nations should stand or fall together ;
that at the time of difficulties Euzland should protect Afghanistan,
and keep her word without disenssing the interpretation of the words
€6if”” and “*bus”’ in the pledges given by them !

As for the British policy towards Afghanistan, the Am{r
complains that it has been inconstant and vacillating. He
himsgelf, as has already been indicated, strongly approves
of the latest policy of ‘‘keeping Afghanistan as an inde-
pendent kingdom and a strong barrier for the safety of
the Indian Empire;’ but he frankly expresses his dis-
appointment ‘“that it is not carried out to the extent it
ought to be.” Why not show him more confidence and
concede to him a larger measure of moral and material
support ? Why not permit him to annex the independent
Pathan tribes? Why not let him form a triple alliance
with Persia and Turkey? Nay, why not acknowledge—
by and by, at least—that *“ Afghanistan ought to secure a
footing upon the ocean and have a port for its own
steamers to load and unload at”? However, ‘“ Afghan-
istan is not strong enough to stand alone, and is bound for
her own safety to lean upon one of her two strong neigh-
bours against the aggression of the other.”” And she is
“quite free and independent to choose whichever she
prefers.” On this crucial point the Amfr says :—

There is no doub that at present itis to her advantage and interest
to clioose England, and to lean npon the friendship and support of

England. ;
First, because England has no intention of invading Persia or

world would prefer the friendship of the British Empire to
that of Russia.” The whole treatment of this subject in
these volumes impresses the importance of most careful
handling. It is, therefore, significant to mote that the
Amfr sirongly resented the brusque and patronising
manner of Lord Lanedowne. On the other hand he
greatly onjoyed the companionship of the more appreci-
ative Mr. (now Lord) Curzon. This work will happily
help, we trust, to increase by knowledge the British
appreciation of the Amfr; and in any case it will be a
striking memorial of his personality and his kingship in
the generations and centuries to come.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

‘WESTMINSTER, Thursday.

OUR political Mrs. Gummidges are looking forward fo the

opening of Parlisment with gloomy satisfaction. The
short. Session, it is said, promises material for a new Book
of Tamentations. Hverybody who is anybody is in a state
of profound dejection. Lord Sulisbury’s pessimism, being
a matter of temperament, scarcely counts; but someone may
have to pay for the irritation into which Mr Chamberlain
has been thrown by the treatment meted out to Birmingham
in the reconstruction of the Government, while Mr. Bualfour,
summoned from his books and his golf, will be as petulant
as a sohoolboy deprived of his Christmas holidays. The dis-
appointment, too, of Mr. Bartley and Mr. Gibson Bowles may.
be expected to find more effective expression in the House
of Commons than it has obtained in the columns of the Times.
New members, eager for reform, will experience the shock
of a first disillusion. Something of the shadow of defeat will
naturally linger on the Opposition side, more especially as the
threatened absence of the Nationalists cannot but have the
effect of seeming to exaggerate the preponderance of the
Ministerial strength. And as if to deepen the gloom by a
multiplication of evil omens the first business of the new
Parliament will be to supply the sinews of war to the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer for a war begun in the nineteenth

century and likely to be d into the twentieth.
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Whether the guestion of the Liberal leadership will be settled
in the course of the Session remains to be seen. One of Lord
Rosebery’s advocates hints that the ex-Premier may resume
his old place on the front Opposition bench in the House
of Lords as soon as Parlinment meets, and that when the
Address has heen moved and seconded he may open the debate
on behalf of the Opposition. Tord Rosebery could only
do this with the consent of Lord Kimberley, whose place it is,
a8 the official leader of the Liberal peers, to initinte the dis-
cussign. We are told that Mr. Gladstone signified his return
to. the Tiberal leadership in 1876 by taking part that year
in the debate on the Address. But Mr. Gladstone did not
usurp Lord Hartington’s position. He waited till the official
leader had spoken and then intervened. If Lord Rosebery
limits himself to the same course in the House of Lords his
action will offer no departure from custom, nor will it possess
any particular significamce. On the other hand, if he were
merely to change his seat from below the gangway to a place
above that deep though narrow gulf the movement wonld
have distinctive significance. But, after all, the noise about
Lord Rogebery has been rather factitious and has become not a
little tiresome.

Discussion in both Honses will be chiefly co: d with

Secretary. The latter, with quite unusual emphasis—choosing, «
too, a form of words invested with the solemnity of a statutory
declaration—asserted his freedom from all pecuniary interest,
direct or indirect, in contracts with the Government. From
that day to this, the Morning Leader has continued *to accumu-
late proofs of Mr. Chamberlain’s commercial interest in various
war contracts. While the election was in progress, Mr.
Chamberlain affected to regard those exposures with lofty
contempt ; and afterwards, when he was entertained to dinner
by one of the city companies, he actually hailed the com-
pliment as a vindication of his personal impeccability. Now
that Parliament is abouf to meet and that explanations are
likely to be demanded, the Colonial Secretary, for reasons that
may readily bo guessed, thinks it discreet to admit that his
original disclaimer was founded on a misconception. Who
that heard it could have imagined that that famous repudia-
tion, so passionate yet so deli’ & ite, so comprehensive, and at
the same time 80 minute, was made in absolute ignorance of
the facts? It was Mr. Chamberlain who once said of Mr.
Disraeli that he came down to the House of Commons and
threw at it the first lie that came into his head. So severe a
censor ought at least to verify his own impressions before
t lating them into assertions.

the conduct of the war. A strong feeling is springing up in
the country against the policy of devastation to which the
military authorities have committed themselves, and the pre-
vailing uneasiness has been greatly aggravated by reports of
the precautions which are about to be taken to screen our
further operations from publicity. Officers with old-fashioned
notions of warfare are being sent home, and so are all the war
correspondents. Somo of the latter, it may be remembered,
csused an inconvenient scandal two or three years ago by
telling the world what they had seen on the plains of Omdur-
man. Among the most vehement critics of the threatened
Kitchener régime is at leas tone old campaigner, whose life-
long Conservatism protects him from the imputation of party
prejudice.

Both hemispheres have been following with eyes more or less
sywmpathetic the triumphal yet pathetic progress of ex-President
Kruger across Burope. In England the spectacle has excited
less feeling than might have been anticipated. Mr. Kruger's
first speeches provoked an angry outery and tended perhaps to
harden sentiment in this country against the Boers, for
he did not scruple to denounce the British goldiers as
barbarians, and stigmatised their methods of warfare as more
savage than those of the black tribes. But from the time of
his departure from Marseilles he has been not only more
moderate in his language about ourselves bub scrupulously
correct in his attitude towards the various Governments whose
sympathies he desires to engage. As his efforts are apparently
quite hopeless. the British public can afford to take a magnani-
mous view of the demonstrations in his favour on the Continent.
¢ Give us the friendship of your rulers and we care not what
your peoples say”—that, at present, represents our attitude
towards the different nations of Hurope.

‘With Lord Wolseley’s withdrawal from the War Office to-day
‘or to-morrow that department is left in the temporary control
of Sir Hvelyn Wood. The circumstances of the case form a
suggestive commentary on the foresight and patriotism of the
Government. A month before Lord Wolseley’s term of office
had expired—but, on the other hand, only one day before the
opening of the pollings in the General Election—the appoint-
ment of Lord Ruberts was announced. Assoon as the elections
were over came the news that Lord Roberts would not bs home
in time to take up the duties of the office in Noveniber, and
accordingly Liord Wolseley was invited to continue in com-
mand, Lord Wolseley consented, and was rewarded for his
complaisance a few days later by hearing Lord Salisbury
administer a rebuke to the “ professionals™ for their want of
consideration to their political colleagues. Naturally enough
after this incident Lord Wolseley’s patience began to show
signs of exhaustion. Tt is half expected that one of his first
actions on regaining his freedom from official responsibility
will be to respond in the House of Lords to the Prime
Minister's extraordinary challenge.

A singular chapter has been added by Mr, Chamberlain to
the history of his direct and indirect interest in Government
contructs. All who witnessed the cloging scene of the Parlia-
mentary drama lust session retain a vivid recollection of a
certain encounter between Mr. Lloyd George and the Colonial

tr:

Even at the play nowadays one cannot escape from politics.
Mrs. Craigie peppers her brilliant conversational drama, “ The
Wisdom of the Wise,” with hits at our Parliamentary institu-
tions and stucco statesmen, She uses a rapier to achieve &
purpose which Mr. Grundy, in the drama that preceded Mrs.
Craigie’s at the same theatre, sought to accomplish with a
bludgeon. Again, in Captain Marshall’s Criterion play,  The
Noble Lord,” we have a positive riot of political burlesque.
The satire in the same author’s ““Second in Command,” pro-
duced at the Haymarket the other night, is more refined and
has a keener edge. Significantly enough, the favourite butt of
the stage at present seems to be the hierarchy of the War
Office. Pall Mall is always treated as a synonym for imbecility,
and the more the point is pushed home the more rapturous is
the approval of the playgoing public.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
THE VICEROY IN KATHTAWAR.
THE POLITIUAmENCY SYSTEM.
A T OSS[LISEDTMINISTRATION.
LORD GURZON AND EDUCATED INDIA.

[Froxm AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
BomBAY, November 10.

The week has been full of Viceregal visits and Viceregal
utterances, here, there, and everywhere. The Kathiawar
Princes and Chiefs met his lordship in State Durbar and were
rejoiced at the cordial reception they received. They seem
fully convinced that Lord Curzon is exceedingly well disposed
towards all her Majesty's Feudatories, and that his sympathies
are for their solid progress, consistently with British policy.
Thus his lordship has been able to malke a very good impression
on the Sovereigns, small and great, of Sarushtra, as Kathiawar
was known in days of yore. As to his lordship’s grave utter-
ances at the Durbar, T shall refrain from reiterating them in
this place; you must have already learned the salient points
by cable. I will content myself with repeating the universal
expression of praise which the speech has elicited from the
leading organs of public opinion. The Viceroy never conceals his
thoughts. He speaks frankly and courageously to all, freely
giving them a bit of his own mind. There is the suaviter
in modo with the fortiter in re in all his more serious deliver-
ances, be they to the Native Princes or to municipalities or to
semi-private and other organisations representing certain shades
of opinion, and advocating certain special interests. His lord-
ship impressed on the Kathiawar Chiefs the importance of their
standing shoulder to shoulder with the British Indian Empire.
Their true and permanent interest lies in realising that central
fact of the policy of the paramount Power towards its Feuda-
tories. On the other hand, he offers them on behalf of the
British Government the right hand of good fellowship and
{friendly support. So far, no doubt, all is well. But the
Viceroy forgot that, however anxious the Feudatories may be
to fall into line with British policy, consistently with their
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State traditions, local requirements, and the idiosyncrasies of
their subjects, the greatest lions in their path towards the
attainment of that object are the servants of the British Crown
themselves. The political agents accredited to the different
courts are°generally the greatest stumbling blocks in their way.
It is they who make or mar the Princes. They are in reality
more than Mayors of the Palace. Virtually, they are the
R4jas, while the poor Rajas themselves are nowadays the slaves
of the political agents. So that a Native Prince, be he a
Mahéraja or lesser Sovereign authority, has nowadays less
liberty of action than his meanest subject. This broad and
notorious fact has not been taken notice of by Lord Curzon,
who, if he really means to do that good to Native States which
he evidently seems to have at heart, should, as the Times of
India has very properly pointed out, entirely overhaul the
system of the absurd political agency now in vogue—a system
which more than the sins of; omission or commission of the
Princes has wrought many a disaster to individual potentates.
Have the secret archives of the Native States ever been ran-
sacked ? Has the Viceroy found time to call for the yoluminous
correspondence in the secret bureau of the Foreign Secretary ?
Would he mind instituting an open Commission, entirely com-
posed of men of stern and impartial justice, and try to ascertain
how far the system of political agency is prejudicial and how
far bencficial to Native States? I am quite sure the revelations
which each State could make would be of a most startling
character, such as would not bring credit to the British
name. But where may be the real reforming Viceroy who
could courageously take up this question? If even a Viceroy
of Lord Curzon’s undaunted courage shrinks from disturbing
the present vicious system, which is the bane of Native Feuda-
tories and the chief obstruction to their natural and wholesome
progress, what could be expected from other functionaries of
similar authority who more or less are timid or are frightened
into timidity by the permanent bureaucracy who really hold
in the hollow of their hands the destinies of Native States?
But I pass on from this dismal subject to a pleasanter one.
I need not say that the exhaustive reply which Lord Curzon made
to the address of welcome of the Bombay Municipal Corpora-
tion is destined to live in the memory not only of the present
g tion but of g tions to come. No doubt you will
have before you the full text both of the address and of the
reply. What T have to relate here is the impression which the
reply has produced. So far I have no hesitation in saying
that it has given immense satisfaction to the Native community
of Bombay. And I make bold to say that when the speech is
read all over the country every Presidency and Province will
be equally gratified. Fearlessly and most independently Lord
Curzon made the declaration that it was time the modern
spirit of government should be infused into the stereotyped
administration of British India. The entire service needs to be
galvanised into new life in consonance with modern environ-
ments. The lines of policy are too old and too fossilised. They
are worked more on traditions of bygone centuries than on the
wants and requirements of the day. The official classes affect
omniscience in the art of government. They arrogate to them-
selves a knowledge which they do not possess. Cabined,
cribbed, snd confined within its own sphere, the official-
hierarchy in India seems to fancy it isin no need of external
light. Ts it not heaven-born ? What mundane light may it
then accept ? Surely it can better rely on its own inner vision,
which is illumined by heaven's own light. Of course, all this
conceit may be right and proper from the point of view of the
Anglo-Tndian hierarchy, but certainly it is not the point of
view of those mot encircled within its sacred pale. Lord
Curzon has seen through this conceit and is desirous of toning
it down; and this, in his opinion, can be done only by the
hierarchy making up its mind to receive outside criticism. It
should take the public into its confidence, and try to govern
more in the spirit of modern times, not in the spirit of the
Tudors. It is to be suspected that Lord Curzon’s outspoken
views on this subject will cause many a searching of the heart.
Perhaps more. It may not improbably lead to rebellious
manifestations within the sacred hierarchy. These will swear
by all their past glories and traditions that such views, even
when emanating from so exalted an authority, should not be
tolerated. They will wait for their opportunity. We remember
how they engineered fo capture TLord Ripon, who with equal
earngstness and solicitude had endeavoured, in his own mild and
nnobtrgsive way, to govern India in the same spirit as Lord

Curzon is anxious to govern. But Lord Curzon ig sufficiently
combative, and will no doubt know how to hold his ground
against the warriors of the distinguished service.

Meanwhile, his observations on educated Natives and the
political expediency of heari their opinion, if not d fe i
to it, are especially important as coming from a Viceroy
belonging to that political party in England which is associated
with the policy of retrogression and repression. And it is to
be hoped that those who indulge in chronic abuse of educated
Indis will take note of it. Altogether Lord Curzon, by this
single speech, has immensely increased his populaciey and
justly deserved all the high eulogy which the Bombay Mufi-
cipal Corporation expressed in its admirable addreds. °

THE FAMINE IN INDI{A.
420,000 ON RELIEF. -

The Secretary of State for India has received (Novem-
ber 26) the following telegram from the Viceroy on the

subject of the famine :—

«Rain is still wanted in Bombay, the Karnatic, the
Decean, and Gujerat. Otherwise the prospects are
satisfactory. Number of persons in receipt of relief :—-
Bombay, 257,000; Central Provinces, 76,000; Berar,
28,000 ; Rajputana Native States, 5,000; Central India
Native States, 3,000; Bombay Native States, 27,000 ;
Baroda, 16,000; Central Provinces Feudatory States,
2,000 ; Haidarabad, 6,000.—Total, 420,000.”

THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.

The Mansion House Fund for the relief of the sufferers
from the Indian Famine amounted on Monday night to
£387,700.

THE “INVESTORS’ REVIEW” FUND.

We take the following from the current issue (November 24)
of the Investors’ Reutew :— L g

It is necessary to point out once more that the statistics
furnished weekly about the condition of the starving millions
of India are quite delusive, The numbers on the relief works
continue to fall off until last week’s total is reported at only
555,000, DMillions have died, helping to reduce the strain, but
millions more must exist still in a condition bordering upon
absolute starvation, although not actually in receipt of public
relief. The need of India, in short, grows in several respects
greater than it was instead of less—at least in some of the
most severely afflicted districts. Tn proof of this statement
take the following extract from the London correspondent of
the Manchester Guardian, which on this subject, as on not &
few others, speaks with authority :—

Unofficial accounts which reach me from India show that the state
of things in Gujerat and Kathiawar is still very serious. Though
some parts of the district have had rain and to spare, others have
gone short; and, what with lack of cattle and labour of all kinds, not
two-thirds of the arable land of Kathiawar has been put under seed.
Moreover, the destruction of cattle is causing the gravest difficulty in
matters of haulage, and notably in procuring supplies of fuel.
Worst of all, there is still a vast amount of unrelieved suffering.
Fever is raging ; people are reduced to the last stages of want, and
numbers are dying daily from starvation. Around Ahmedabad and
in Ahmedabad itself the official figures show a weekly death-roll of
nearly a hundred from starvation alone. The belief that the famine
is practically over is hardly borne out by this terrible state of things.

Subscriptions to our little fund, from which not a penny is
deducted for advertisements in newspapers or any other kind
of charges, may be sent to A. J. Wilson, at this office ; cheques
to be crossed ‘¢ Union Bank of Tondon, Indian Famine Fund.”

List oF SUBSORIPTIONS.
Amonnt acknowledged last week .. .0 £893 19 1
¢ Cymro” .. s o o < e 010 0
‘Westbourne Park Indian Circle, per J. B. W.
Chapman .. . B o . o 2 3 4
R. R. May, Esq., Southsea o -5 o 010 0
Total to date .. . .. .o 8897 2 5

The following certifies to the latest remittance :—
British Committee of the Indian National Congress,
84-86, Palace Chambers,
‘Westminster, 8. W.
November 21, 1900.
Dear Sir,—I am directed by Sir W. Wedderburn to inform you of
the remittance to Bombay to-day of the sum of £44 19s. 6d. (Rs.664)
further on account of the Investors’ Review Famine Fund.
Statement of account to date is appended.—Yours truly,
. Doucras Harr, Asst. Sec.
A. J. Wilson, Esq.
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; AccounT.

Receipts as permy letter of August 30 .. Ao v £835 9 7
September 3, receipts as pass book . . “ e Go @ Al ()
November 9, o 5o .o v 21 1746
November 17, ” 55 e e g At

£880 9 1
Remitted to Bombay to August 30 .. e v .. £835 9 7
November 21, remitted to Bombay to-day, Rs.664 o 4419 6

(Rs.13,048.13.8) £880 9 1
Remittances should be made to Mr. A, J. Wilson, Investors’
Revieid office, Norfolk House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C.
L] Lt —_—
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MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI AT KENNINGTON.
INTERESTING: DEBATE ON THE INDIAN FAMINE.

B

The subject set down for discussion at the weekly meeting, last
Saturday, of the St. John’s Literary and Debating Society, Kenning-
ton, was ‘‘The Indian Famine; Its Causes and Remedy.”” The
chair was occupied by the Rev. H. G. G. Mackenzie, and the princi-
pal speaker was Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji. There was a large
attendance of members, and among the visitors were Messrs. G K.
Singh, Mukerji, and T. 8. Naidu.

In opening the p dings the chai ted on the fearful
and appalling ignorance which prevailed in this country on Indian
affairs and d the pl they had in wel one who
was able to speak with 8o much authority on the subject which they
had to debate that evening. (Hear, hear.)

M. Naorosz, who was received with cheers, said that although he
proposed to confine himself that evening to the discussion of the causes
of the Indian Famine and the remedy, it must not be supposed for one
moment that he desired to ignore, in the slightest degree, the good
which India had reaped from her connexion with England—(hear,
hear)—indeed the very fact that he wason that occasion addressing an
TEnglish audience and pointing out the faults associated with British
rule was in itself the best compliment he could pay to that rule in India.
Tt was not necessary that he should attempt to deseribe the horrors of
the famine. The descriptions of the misery and tortures suffered by
millions of the Indian people, which had already appeared in the
Tnglish Press, must haye suffiviently lacerated their hearts. He
would go direct, therefore, to the causes of the famine.

‘When {he British people first obtained territorial power in Tndia,
bad seeds were unfortunately sown. The Company went there solely
for the sake of profit, greed was at the bottom of everything they
did, and the result was that corruption, oppression, and rapacity
became rampant. That was the state of things at’ the very begin-
ing of our political connexion with India, as was fully proved by
reports of the Court of Directors of the East India Company. One
of those reports set forth that vast fortunes acquired in the Indian
trade had been obtained largely by tyranny and oppression. One
result was that there was & heavy drain of wealth from India, and
the Tluropeans who went out there were so anxious to acquire riches
that they did mot wait until they had earned or deserved them,
but they seized them in defiance of all economic principles. That
was one cause of India’s trouble.

Again, in the formation of the Indian Empire there had occurred
many wars which had entailed enormous expenditure. Probably the
cost of them had gone into hundreds of millions, and fowards this
the British people had not contributed & single farthing. Every-
thing expended upon the formation of the British Empire in India
had been exacted from the Indian people, and in addition to that the
Natives had shed their blood freely—and to & much greater extent
than Englishmen—in order to insure the maintenance of the British
supremacy. Year by year the burden upon India had steadily
increased, and the three millions which was annually exacted at the
beginning of the present centory had now grown to 25 or 30 millions.
The worst of it was that India was afforded no chance of recupera-
tion. She was suffering from a running wound which was slowly
but surely sapping her vitality, and he ventured to assert that if
Great Britain, now the richest country in the world, were to be
subjected to similar treatment, she would as certainly fall into a
state of impoverishment such as now afflicted her Hastern dependency.

It might be asked were not the famines due to droughts. His
answer was in the negative, India was able to grow any quantity
of food. Her resources in that respect were inexhaustible, and when
famines had occurred in the past—before she was subjected to th

staryation. The people were always underfed, even in good years,
and consequently, when bad years came, they the more readily suc-
cumbed. No doubt, thanks to the assistance which had been senf
from this country, many thousands of lives had been saved. Buf
for what? The people had been reduced to living skeletons ; they
had lost all stamina, and they would fall easy victimd to discaso.
Now if England failed to produee a single ear of corn in any one
year there would not of necessity arise a famine, for the nations
of the world would at once pour into the country stores of food which
the people would be able to buy. But the difficulty of India was
that the Natives had no money with which to buy food should their
crops: fail, and hence it was that these disastrous famines arose-
India was being made to bleed at every pore, her agricultural popu-
lation—the vast mass of the people—had become weak for want
of bload, and their poverty was accentuated by the fact that much
of her produce was senb out of the country without anything being
received in return for it.

Now he came to the remedy. It was to be found in two words and
two words alone—¢ honour’’ and ‘¢ justice.”” There was not the
slightest necessity that India should suffer in order that England
might gain. If only the right policy were adopted India could be
made prosperous, and at the same time England would reap ten times
the benefit she now had from the connexion. She would gain
the blessings and the gratitude of the people in lieu of their curses
and their blood. What ought to be the British policy in India had
been 1aid down in terms which gave the greatest satisiaction to the
Natives of India. From 1833 onwards it had been stated in official
document after official d Aot of Parli t and in Royal
Proclamation—that the Natives should have perfect equality with
British citizens and should not be debarred by reason of their origin
or place of birth from holding any place or office for which by
education they were fitted. (Cheers.) But, unfortunately these
solemnly-mude promises had never been fulfilled. The people were:
still kept under a bad system of government. They had no voice in
the expenditure of the money exacted from them in the form of taxes.
The Queen, in her Proclamation after the Indiun Mutiny, promised
that the Natives should be freely and impartially admitted to offices,
““the duties of which they might be qualified by their education,
ability, and integrity to discharge.”” But that promise had not been
fulfilled and therein was to be found Great Britain’s dishonour. The
promise was renewed when her Majesty assumed the title of Empress
of India. It was veiterated on the occasion of her Jubilee. But it
had ever been a case of promise to the ear which was broken to the
“hope. Even Lord Salisbury had described it as a ¢ political hypocrisy,’”
while Lord Lytton had asserted that ‘‘every transparent subterfuge
had been resorted to’’ in order to avoid giving effect to it. Oune of
the remedies which he put forward as essential for curing India's
troubles was the abolition of this particular piece of British dishonour.
Let Great Britain honourably fulfil her pledges in this rospect, and
he believed that they would witness in Tndia an amount of prosperity
beyond conception.

Next he came to the question of justice. Surely when there were
two partners in an undertaking it was only just that each should
contribute to the cost of carrying it on. It was not fair that one
ghould bear the whole burden and the other reap the sole benefit.
Yet that was toristic of the p! hip bet: England and
India. Whatever e di was i d in the gove it of
India, whatever outlay was involved in the maintenance of British
rule there, the whole cost had had to be defrayed by India. He
would mot deny the necessity of msintaining Furopean civil and
military services there, but he did contend that, inasmuch as the
main purpose of those services was to uphold British rule and to keep
ont the Russians, the cost of them ought at least to be equally divided
instead of being wholly exacted from India. Why, he would like to
know, should India have to pay the cost of maintaining the India
Office in Tondon, and why should she provide the salary of the
Secretary of State for India? The seme principle was nof applied
to the British Coloniss; there was a Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and there was a Colonial Office, but the Colonies were not:
called upon to contribute one farthing of the cost involved. Again,
why should India pay the whole cost of carrying on the wars on the
North-West frontior, the object of which was to keep the Russians
at a distance ? Certainly Mr. Gladstone gave them an instalment of
justice in regard to the war of 1878-80 when he made a grant from the
Tmperial Exchequer of five million sterling towards defraying the
total expenditure of twenty millions. But even that did not go far
enough, for why should a wealthy country like England pay only

fourth and & poor wretched country like India contribute three-

continual drain of her wealth—the popul were able to withstand
them becguse they had stores of grain upon which they could fall
back. Bub nowadays they were unable to accumulate snch stores.
Tmmediately the grain was grown it had to be sold in order to
provide the taxation of the country, and the people were therefore
not in a position to cope with famine. Indeed, the English little
knew the actual conditions under which the Indian Natives existed.
A large proportion of the population was in a normal state of

fonrths of the cost of a war waged for the promotion of purely
Tmperial interests? If only England were to treat India more fairly
in regard to financial matters, and if this continual drain of Indian
wealth were to be put a stop to, not only would the natives of
India be placed in a better position to withstand famine but they
would be able and willing to p British factures, and an
enormous impetus would thereby be given to British trade *with

)
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India. The small amount of trade we now did with India as com-
pared with other parts of the world was remarkable, and if only that
country were enabled to be prosperous England would find her hands
full in supplying Indian trade demands, and the unemployed would
soon become an extinct class. If India were treated with honour
and justice the result would be the disappearance of famine and
destitufion and the re-appearance of prosperity, accompanied by
still greater prosperity for England.

A very interesting debate followed, several of the speakers urging:
that the leorurer had not shown a sufficient recognition of the benefits
of Britich rule, and of the generosity of the British people in periods
of distress. It was suggested that the Indian people were partly to
blame for their condition because they relied too much on agriculture
and had no manufacturing industries.

In the course of the discussion Mr. MUxeRyT insisted that loyalty
was ingrained in the Native mind. It was part and parcel of their
religion, and they were always grateful for services done on their
behalf. When the Princo of Wales visited India he had a magnifi-
cent reception, but it was a noteworthy fact thut when Lord Ripon
laft their shorea still greater crowds of Natives assembled to do him
honour, because they knew he had endeavoured to rule them justly,

twithstanding the di t with which he met at the hands
of the Europeans there.

Mr. Sivex also joined in the discnssion and said it had been asked
whether India would have been better off under Russian rule. His
reply was that two wrongs did not make a right. (Hear, hear.) A
suggestion had been thrown out as to whether there had been an
adequate recognition on the part of the people of India of the
generous response to the various appeals for funds to cope with
various famines. He thought the best reply to that wus to be found
in the readiness with which the people of India had volunteered their
services to fight for Great Britain in South Africa and in China in
the day of her need. (Cheers.)) He complained, however, that no
matter how well fitted a Native might prove to be to hold public
office in India, he was unfairly debarred from rising to positions
—especially in the army—which were open to Europeans, some of
whom wers now cheering Mr. Kruger in France.

Mr. Naorogr. replying on the whole debate, said no speaker had
attempted to dispute his jon that Indian had been
exhausted by British policy—which was thus responsible for the
famines. It had been suggested that India shonld look more to
manutacturing industries and be less dependent upon agriculture.
But it seemed to be forgotten that the Indian industries had been
destroyed by the Brivish policy. India was originally noted for her
industries. Venice and other ancient cities acquired great wealth
through their trade with India, but Great Britain had deprived them
of their life blood, and they eomld no longer carry on their industries
because they had no means wherewith to maintain them. One of the
speakers had stated that India was more prosperous now than before
she came nander British rule. To the eye that was so. But really it
was not. tha case. They must remember that there were now two
Indias—British India which was flourishing, and the India of the
Indians which was not prosperous. He thought he had been able to
show that England’s policy had had might and not right as its
foundation. There was no ground for charging India with in-
gratitude and disloyalry if she resented the violation of the solemn
pledges to treat her people jusily, and he warned them that the three
hundred millions of Indian natives were now beginning to nnderstand
the position and might be tempted, unless something was done to
ameliorate their condition, to use force in order to destroy force.
They were not discussing what Russia might do under similar
circumstances. He admitted that if Russia took India to-morrow
the natives would fall from the frying pan into the fire. They were
undoubtedly now in the frying pan, but surely Great Britain was not
entitled to justify the breaking of honourable pledges by simply
sugyesting that Russia might do worse. England had taught India
one very important lesson, viz., that the ruler was for the people, but
the people were not for the ruler. He reiterated his friend’s state-
ment that loyalty was part and parcel of the Indian religion, which
enjoined that the king should be father to the people and that the
people should be children to the king, and finally he tendered hearty
thanks for the sympathetic hearing which had been accorded to him.

A vote of thanks to the Rey. chairman brought the proceedings to
a close.

MERCILESS TAX GATHERERS IN INDIA,

The editor of the Tnvestors’ Review writes as follows in the issue for
November 24 :—Shameful are the deeds often done in the name of
British rule—if the statements made by the Honourable Mr. Gokuldas.
Kahandas Parekh in his evid ding the *“ Tmnp: Practices
in the Oullection of Land Revenue’’ be true, and no man in his senses
would make such allegations nnless he were pretty confident of being
able to substantiate them. That such conditions of things should
exigt=is not surprising. It is the natural result of a system of

e

Government whose ruling principle is militarism. The history of
the conquests of all the grest military nations of the world has been
the same, and there is no law of nature which decrees that history
will not repeat itself because the ruling power is Grest Britain. All
militarism tends towards the brutalisation of those whom it seeks
to hold in despotic sway. This fact is strongly in evidencs in this
melancholy story from India, particularly as regards the conduct of
certain native underlings amongst the officinls. . . . .

Tetters signed * Gujerati ' appeared in certein issues of the Zimes
of India, and gave publicity to statements regarding the improper
methods which were being resorted to for the recovery of Goyernment
revenue dues. Government ordered no formal investigsfien, but
called for reports from the officials alleged to huve done the wrong.
Foolishly basing their eonclusions on such reports, the heifher pow
decided that *< most of the statements in the letters wete Gevoid of
foundation and others grossly mi-represented facts’> Mr. Parekh,
knowing that in certain quarters it was rumoured that the com-
plaints were not genvine, but merely the outcoms of conspiracy,
visited the distri ‘himgelf i t i (except two),
and took down their statements in Gujerati, which he translated
in order to submit them to the Government of Bombay. rs
Parekh’s evidence goes to show that in scores of cuses where the
poor starying rayats had absolutely no money to pay the tax
demanded honsehold goods were scized even to cooking utensils,
people were ejeoted from their homes, and men were actuully whipped
for their inability to pay. When those who have with unfamling
regularity paid their taxes for years confess that they have not the
wherewithal to do o any longer—uay, more, when they relinquish
their lands entirely because they seo no prospect of being ubie to
meet the liabilities which the possession of such land entails—then,
surely, it is clear that the burden luid on them is ‘‘too grievous to
be borne,’” and something ought to be done by way of relief. But
no, the people may starve, but Government demands must be
satisfied. After five years of bad sea-ons, when much of the land
yielded little or nothing. Government allorted certain sums of money
to purchase grass or fodder, but in most caxes the laud dues were firsh
deducted. Bhana Koya, who was allowed R+. 50 for the purchase of
grass received only Ra. 20. The remainder wns seized for Govern-
ment dues. Many sold cattle, ornuments, and household goods to
pay the tax and were then forced to muke use of the takavi’’ to
support their families. Still worse has yet to betold. The charge
is made that deduotions for land revenue were mude out of money
from charitable funds distributed by Government officiuls.  Fualji
Lakhio was grauted Rs. 7 from the charitabl: fund, but vhe whole of
it was retained for Government revenue. The first statement in the
“ Evidence ”’ is that of a womau, Bai Mani, who, in the absence of
her husband, was turned out of her home, along with her ron. Much
of the house property was appropriated, the son was beaten, and the
woman herself treated in a disgracefnl way. The cnse of Bhima,
Prag is also a shamefal one. He aud his brother between them
possessed sixty-five bighasof land, buv in order to pay up debw it
has all been sold buf seveutsen and a half bighus Up 'till this year
Government dues were regularly puid, but now it is imporsible.
This poor man was made to march, almost naked, from his own
village to Olpad, and was kept the whole day without food. Finally,
after being cautioned by the Mamlatdar to ** pay the monies slowly,’”
he was allowed to go home. His cattle huve died for wunt of grass
and he has only a she-buffalo and one calf remaining. Toese are but
a few instances of the cruelty and oppression complained of, but
scores are cited which are as bad, if not worse The condition of
affairs i8 greatly aggravated by official red-tapeism. Tt seems that
there is a Government rule that no pstirion will be considered which
has more than one signature. The villagers of Nes, Karanjis, and
Pardi, ignorant of this regulation, sent a joint pstition to Govern-
ment stating their grievauces. The soil had bsen ruined by the
blowing in of brine from the seashore, and the total yield was barely
enough to pay Government dues. At the new Revisivn survey it was.
admitted that the land assessments were exorbitant, and a reduction
was ordered. Nevertheless, no diff-rence wus mzde, and the tax
remained the same. The petition was sent in February last. No
reply was received till June, and it was couched in the following
termg:—¢¢The reply to the petitioners is that, in case of such
petitions, each pentioner should make a separate petition for himself;
nothing can be done on a joint petition. Again, such a potition
should be presented to the Mamlatdar of the Tulukus, in order thit he
may enquire into the merits and pass a proper decision in the matter.’”
Meanwhile the condition of the disrressed villayers was growing still
more laméhtable. Mr. Parekh’s efforts have not been in vain. He
has ronsed up the Bombay Government to grant a formal investiga-
tion, and it has appointed Mr. E. Masonochie. I.0.S., to muke it—
an appointment, by no means to the likiag of the Bombxy Ghampion.
This, however, is one step in the right direction Mr. Miconoshie’s.
position is not such as to place him beyouad the reach of temptation to
pursue a certain course of action for fear or fayour.”” Itis to be
hoped that he will prove himself inorruptible. A great task has
been laid to his hand. If he accomplish it honestly and fearlessly
he will save our country from a great dishonour, and sustain the just
cause of & suffering people.

And direct evidence of the truth of these accusations is to be
found in the revenus returns of India for the first six mouths of this
financial year, down, that is, to Suptember 30. From thess we learn
that the shrinkage in the land revenue of the provinces affected by
the most disastrous famine kaown in the history of Indtx has been
pitifully insignificant. Compured with 1898, the decline over the
affected provinces has been ouly £558,000, uud compared with last
year barely £565,000 or Rs. 54.43,000. If 10,000,000 of tue ppula-
tion has already disappeared, killed by starvation, it is impossible
but that the land rent should show a much more serious decline.
Probably it will fall off fur more severely in the second half of the-
fiscal year, but even so there must have been severs pressure used.

to bring 50 much money in during the earlier period of tue distress.
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PUBLIC MEETINGS ON INDIAN QUESTIONS.
THE WORK OF THE BRITISH OOMMITTEE.

On October 29 Miss Alison CGarland gave a lecture at
Woodburn, Northumberland, on *Our Indian Empire.” The
Rev. A. Matthews presided over a large attendance.

On October 30 Miss Garland gave a limelight lecture on her
visit to Indin at the Reading Room, Cambo. Lady Trevelyan
presided. There was a good audience, the room being quite
full.

On Qotober 31 Miss Garland spoke at Elswick, Newcastle-
on-Tyne." Mrs. D. Richardson, President of the Women’s
Liberal Association, presided. The lecture was illustrated by
limelight views.

On November 2 Miss Garland addressed a crowded audience
at Hayward’s Heath, Sussex, Mrs. Payne, President of the
‘Women’s Liberal Association, presided. Miss Garland gave a
graphic description of the famine and the mesns taken to
combat it, and she dealt largely with the economic condition
of the people of India.

On November 6 Miss Garland addressed a ing convened
by the National Union of Women Workers, at Berner’s Street,
London, W. Miss Manning presided. Miss Garland, gave an
account of the Indian Social Conference which she had
attended at Lucknow and of the condition of the women of
India. An interesting discussion followed, in which Lady
Laura Cavendish, Miss Martin Wood, and some Anglo-Indian
ladies took part.

On November 7 Miss Garland opened a debate at the
Grosvenor Crescent Club on ¢ Famines in India.”” Miss
Legetto presided. Mr. N. B. Wagle also addressed the meeting
on the land question in India. Tn the evening Miss Garland
attended a large meeting at the Town Hall, St. Alban’s, when
she gave & limelight lecture on ¢ My Visit to India.” Thomas
Miles, Esq., L.C.C,, presided, and introduced the lecturer in a
racy speech. Miss Garland showed photographs (taken last
winter) of some of the starving rayats, which caused a sensa-
tion in the audience.

Speaking on ‘“Current Politics” at Burnham-on-Crouch on
November 8, Miss Garland referred to her visit to India, and
earnestly pleaded that more interest should be taken in the
Indians by Liberals in this country. 5

On November 13 Miss Alison Garland gave a limelight
lecture on ““The Indian Famine’’ at the Mechanics’ Tustitute,
Burnley. There was an attendance of about 900. The chair
was taken by Alderman Armistead. It was decided to send
part of the entrance money to the Znvestors’ Review Fund
to maintain the orphanages started during the famine.

On November 14 Miss Garland gave & lantern lecture at
Cliviger, near Burnley. Mr. A. Stansfield- presided over a
crowded audience. Miss Garland gave an account of her visit
to India, which was listened to with much interest.

On November 15 Miss Garland spoke at Stalybridge on the
same subject. T. Beeley, Esq., C.C., J.P., presided. There
was a large attendance. The chairman urged the Liberals
present to continue working for their party, and trusted that
when that party returned to power it would carry some of the
reforms advocated by their lecturer.

On November 19 Miss Alison Garland addressed a large
meeting at the Liberal Club, Colne. Councillor Hewitt, J.P.,
presided. The lecture was illustrated by limelight views.
‘“Her pictures of the famine,”’ says a local paper, ‘‘almost
made the audience groan at the sight of men, women, and
children in a mummified state of skin and bone.” Alderman
Catlow in moving a vote of thanks said “it would be a very
good thing if the schools would take up the question ”” of India,
and was ‘“ glad that the Liberal party were not responsible”
for refusing a grant from the Exchequer for the famine-

stricken people. He also dwelt on the commercial importance
of a prosperous India.

On November 21 Miss Garland spoke at the Liberal Club,
Middleton, to an influential and agpreciative' audience on
‘‘The Needs of India.,” Mr. A. G. Harvey, C.C., spoke
vigorously in support of the lecturer’s views.

Among future meetings already arranged may bs mentioned
the following :—

On December 5 Mr, Dadabhai Naoroji will deliver an address
on Inqia” at the Mildmay Radical Club and Tnstitute,
34, Newington Green, N., at 8.30 p.m. -

On Junusry 14 Mr. Naoroji will deliver an address at the
Penge and Beckenham Liberal and Radical Club.

On February 10 Mr. Naoroji will deliver an address at
Hatcham Liberal Club, New Cross Road.

PUBLICATIONS RELATING
TO INDIA.

To be obtained from
THE BRITISH COMMITTEE OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,
84-85, PALACE CHAMBERS, WESPMINSTER, S.W.

Reports of the Proceedings at the Amnnual
Sessions of the Indian National Congress, from the
3rd to the 14th Session. 2s. each, post free.

The Skeloton at the (Jubilee) Feast (Congress
Green Book L.), by Sir Wirriam WenprrrurN, Bart. (being a
series of suggestions for the prevention of famine in India).
Post free, 7d.

Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure:
Byidence-in-Chicf of the Indian Witnesses. (Congress Green
Book IL.) Post free, ls. 10d.

The Proposed Separation of Judicial and
Executive Functions in India. Memorial to the Secre-
tary of State. With two Appendices. (CongressGreen Book III.)
Post free, 1s. 2d. %

Two Statements presented to the Indian
Currency Committee (1898), by Mr. Dapasmar NAoOROIT.

Speech by Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, M.P., in
the House of Commons, August 14, 1894, on the Debate on the

Indian Budget.
Ditto do. in the House of Commons, February 12,
1895, on the Debate on the Address. -
Ditto o. on British Rule in India (1898).

Presidential Address by Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji, M.P., delivered to the Indiun National Congress at
Lihore, 1893.

Presidential Address by Mr. A. M. Bose,
M. A., delivered to the Indian National Congress at Madras, 1898,

Speeches of Mr. Alfred Webb, M.P., President
of the Indian National Congress, 1894-5.

Valedictory Address of Mr. Alfred Webb,
II.P., delivered at Bombay, January 17, 1895.

Speeches of Mr. D. E. Wacha delivered at the
9th, 11th and 14th Sessions of the Indian National Congress.

Is the Government of India Responsible to

yone, and if so to Whom ? Speech delivered at Croy-
don by Mr. W. C. BoNNERJEE.

The Famine in India. Speeches delivered at a
Public Reception fo Mr. Vaughan Nash on his return from the
Famine Districts, July, 1900.

Mr. A. O. Hume’s Farewell to India.
delivered at Bombay, 1894.

India Reform Pamphlet IX.
Government of India under its Native Rnlers.

The Indian National Congress:
and Justification. . By Rosrrr Knremm.

Indian Politics. A Series of Papers on Important
Indian Questions by Promi (] Post free, 4s. 4d.

A Needed Reform in the Indian Adminis-
tration, by Romese €. Durn, C.LE.

The Bogey of a Russian Invasion. A Tesson
from the Tirah Campaign, by Col. H. B. HANNA.

The High Courts and the Collector-Magis-~
trates in India, by J. Dacosta.

The Government of India and its Reform
through Parliamentary Institutions, by J. Dacosra.

Indian Polity : being Extracts from the Writings of
Major Evans Bell.

Note on Sir J. Westland’s Budget, 1894-5.

Note on the Explanatory Memorandum of
the Secretary of State for India, 1894-5.

Note on Sir James Westland’s Budget,1895-6.

Note on Sir H. Waterfield’s Tables, 1884-5
to 18D4-5.

The Poor Man’s Lamb : Famine Insurance for
the Masses versus Exchange Compensation for the Classes.

REPRINTS FROM ‘“INDIA.”
The Judiciary and the Executive in India. Interview with
r. Manomohan Ghose.

The Bombay Government and Higher Education, by
the Hon. C. H. Setalved.

A National Famine Grant, Letter from the London Indian
Society to Lord Salisbury, 1900.

India and the General Election (1900).

¢‘Melancholy Meanness.”

The ¢‘ Over-population’’ Fallacy Again.

No National Contribution P

Speech
The State and
3d.

its Aims

A Selection of the Publications enumerated above will be for-
warded, to responsible persons or iations in the United King-
dom for gratwitous distribuiion, on written application to the
British Committee, Indian National Congress, 84-85, Palace
Chambers, Westminster, S.W. x L)
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Open Letters to Lord Curzon

ON FAMINES IN INDIA.

By ROMESH (. DUTT, C.LE.
London: Kzoax Pavr & Co., p,:iee (6 SOhteanls faTatia thronsh
.
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[r. Dutt succeeds n nhnvﬂ ng that, on thE Whﬂlt aress o{ recurrent famine have been
[dentical With thore f exgers s Ssemmnt L2 ol ily Netc:

Nothing coule be better than he_book on Tndinn Fienines whichi M. Dutt hus fust
published In the form of some Open Lettcrs to Lord Curzon, It is thorouchly informed;
v;l’l“rﬂllan 64, nnd l(;mpemce 1t tells the enquiring man exactly what he ought to know."
= y C?

Wi special attention to Mr. Dutt's own convincing and eloguent plea. hidden
lw:x!.n the firal Pages of the nm’)e dlx, for the creation of such repres-ntative (nstitutions s
u Rab e the Governn ent of India to utillse native services and keep of native

pinion.” Fanchest

e A tlmt the land tax should be moderated, that Irrigation works
should be constructed, and tha ublic debt ard the public ¢ pend” me of India should be
e pro pﬂmhlesu})w mn 3 we mhuruemana& huh))rrrlsh

i
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—The
v that it is lnmnuable tomeke Indla pay for the m:'ntcnnn;e of s large army to

THE FORWARD POLICY
AND ITS RESULTS;

o,
Thirty-Five Years' Work Amongst the Tribes on our
North-Western Frontier of India.

By RICHARD ISAAC BR'CI'CE CIE

P

Formerly Political Agent,

Derajat Division, I’umjal/, Tndia.

Just Published. With 28 Illustrations and a Map. 8ip, 18s. net.

Loxnox : LONGMANS, GREEN & CO.

e clow
¥o used for tho general ire has the support of many
are by 1.0 means to be ‘—Literature.

LONDON INDIAN SOCIETY.
DADABHAT NAOROJI, Esa., PRESIDENT.
Above Bociety on receipt of 5 anna stamps will give l.n!or:mnhon
regarding course of study and cost of living in England.
Apply— = ,
J. M. PARIKH, Barrister-at-Law,
1, Cromters, Temrrr, Lonnox, E.C.; or
Dr. MULLIOK,
85, PArAcr CmAMBERS, WESTMINSTER, S.W.

e Em)
Erembed ob Titte Hnpiandems:

DR. T. N. GHOSE’S

PECTORAIL BALSAM.
A BOON TO SUFFERERS FROM ALL DISORDERS AND
JOMPLAINTS OF THE LUNGR AND CHEST.

Fo. Cold in the Head, Conghs, Hoarseness, Asthma,

Hooping Cough, Bronchitis; Sore Throat.
Ta. W. VENOR says: ““I have used it myself and &esmbed it for many

tients, and can very strongly recommend it for Bron igesa:
B n:“T¢ will not, oura Asthm or Indigestion, but a single ctnas oo

Zives an immediate relief.—81st March, 1869,
P. 0. GHOSE & €0., New Muproar Harx, MzRBOD

is what: its name

implies FEVER DESTROYER,

{=1
¥ 1 know.
more than, magxn in if.

and Cures Malarious, Intermittent and Remittent types of Povere coldl ete.

1 beg to enclose a chequa for the ' Jyars-Harl."
' Jva ' 15 80 eMcaafous on all fevers, that I now indent npon you for & ﬂolsn, per. vnlnn psynhleglrnnl

Davo n!l

Both in India and Ateloa I heve & (olmd £ the REST. KENEDY FOB
00D, Capt. 32nd North Stafls Togh.

I think there ie
NARSDNGA BOW,

For IKDIGESTION DIARRH@EA, CHOLERA, etec., etc.

Dnddaioro Manicipal Counclllors' 0foo. S lxs hauahiylsasurelic chauzs| Uil e *Ommam Garpoor " wes found ver
stage. BRINIVASA, Chairman.

Rs., 118 Rs., 2/12 Bs., anc i
N.B.—1 dos. sent post free. Tobebndofu.lchemlat.sndDulezl,oronhehoprlehm

unm.“orﬁhohn aken in the early
Prices of J'VABA HARI"” and
11 Bs. ver bottle.

" OMUM-CARPOOR” 8 ams,,

aypoot

YRADE MARK

HERRY'S GREAT IFDIAF REWEDIES COMPARY, 43, King William St., London, B.C., nnd 27, Second Ling Beach, Madras
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NOTICE TO SUBSGRIBERS.

In future

will be no exception. 3

In order to obtain every nmumber published during 1901 1t

“INDIA” will be forwarded only to persons in
subscriptions have been actually received at the London office.

pE=lo) &8

respect of whom
To this rule there

is necessary that

the name of the Subscriber and his Subscription should be received in London before
December 31,1900, as back numbers will not be stocked. New names w111 be added as
received, but no back numbers can be obtained.

Subscribers are requested to cut out the Order Form prmted below, and forward
it to the London office, together with a Post Office Money Order for the ssterling
equivalent of Six Rupees (net), made payable to W. Douglas Hall, Manager of

¢ TNDIA.”

ORDER

To the Manager of “ INDIA,”

FORM.

84 & 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.

Please send *“ INDIA” during 1901,
Name

Address

To be written
clearly,

Jor which s enclosed the sum of Siz Rupees.

c Printed by A. Boxxzs, 1 & 2 Took's Court, London, E.C., and Published for the Proprietors at 84 and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, B.W.
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