~India

TFOR THE

No.137. New Serizs.
No. 231. Orp BERIzs..

WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 1900.

PRICE...... 2p.'"=
By PosrT, 2i0. m

REGIETERED AS A
NEWSPAPER.

The Tvestors’ Review Fund 1
Appeal by the Bishop of Hersford 91
“The Indian Famine and Financs™” 92
9 | Indian Affairs in Parlisment:

Notes and News o .o o oo -
Army Fxpenditure ind Famine

A B:stuia- of Greece ... .

Our London Letter

.. 85/
&3

285

Notes from Bombay | Special Report ... . .. o w92

The Famine in Indi The ** Indian Budzet Debate’’ :
6,149,000 on Reliof ... . :n. Opinions of the Biitish Press ... 08
The Mansion Honse Fund 91| Advertisements .. .o eon s e 96

NOTES AND NEWS.

AN extensive and important Resolution of the Goyern-

mentofIndiaonthesubjectofthe plaguewas published
in the official Gasetfe of July 21. Tt furnishes the Simla
correspondent of the Standard with abundant material for
rhetorical narrative, and for pointing the moral after the
event. On the outbreak at Bombay in the autumn of
1896, it became ‘‘apparent to all careful observers of
Indien affaive that it (the plague) would need to be
handled with the utmost care.” How few of such “careful
observers,” then, must there have been in official circles!
“Nearly every one of the sanitary precautions which
Woestern science deemed absolutely necessary for the root-
ing out of the plague went directly against some Native
prejudice or some religious custom.” Well, it might have
been—as indeed we thought it was, and is—a practical
maxim of Government not to offend Native prejudice and
not to violate religious custom. But the Government went
on its Western way and imagined that force was a remedy.
“‘We do not know why the correspondent should put stress
upon the murder of Mr. Rand, or attribute that melancholy
occurrence to a delusion recalling the greased cartridge of
1857, unless it be to put in a side-stroke against ‘‘a sedi-
tious Press,” which had nothing to do with the matter, and
in fact did not exist. However, what happened? This:—

TUrged on by sanitary experts and by the clamourings of commercial
bodies, which feared to sec the trade of the country boycotted by the
world unless the pre i idered y by Internati
Conferences were put in force bodily, the authorities even went
further in their endeayours to stem the tide of pestilence than they
had done in the first instance. Cordons were drawn round infected
Tocalities, all passenger traffic was practically stopped, houses were
entered with or without the permission of the owmers, roofs were
pulled off, drains flushed, clothes removed and steamed, women
examined, sick people dragged off to segregation hospitals on mere
suspicion, and & vast amount of robbery and peculation of every sort
carried out by vicious underlings in the name of plague precautions.
The list is not quite complete indeed, but it constitutes a
grave indictment of the Government policy and of the
executive measures.

For example, the writer, strangely enough, omits at
least two matters that go to the very root of the whole
foolish business: (1) the employment of British soldiers
without adequate supervision, and (2) the personal idiosyn-
cracies of individual officers. We make no charge in
particuler against British soldiers employed on plague
work, but we do say that they were wholly out of place in
Native houses, however benevolent and judicious their
intentions. And on the other point, it is to be remembered
that General Gatacre at Bombay and Colonel Creagh at
Poona were able, by their personal discretion, to maintain
perfect quietness and to get the people to do voluntarily
everything that was really necessary. "But when executive
officers that lacked sympathy with the Natives and simply
dragooned them came upon the scene, what happened?
Somothing like this :

The enforcement of these unpepular measures, and more particu-
larly the extortion of the subordinat trusted with their carrying
out, soon brought the people to a pitch of frenzy which had to be
seen to be realise_d. There wers gerious riots in Bombay; troops were
called out, English soldiers bludgeoned to death if. broad daylight,
white men beaten and assaulted, plague hospitals burned down, and
the doctors and nuses compelled to flee for their lives. In the
suppression of these riots a large number of lives were lost. . . . .
Similar scenes took place elsewhere in Indin. Thers were riots in
Calcutta, English officers were dragged down and left for dead in the
streets, Fnglish ladies disgracefully assaulted, police quarters were
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besieged by surging bloodthirsty crowds, all traffic put an end to, all
business stopped.

Some little allowance made for colour, we should like to
ask the writer whether, if like things had been done in
Tondon, Liverpool, Glasgow, ete., like results would not
have followed. It is not in human nature to endure so
unceremonious & subversal of traditional beliefs and
customs. And why does the writer make no mention of
the British soldiers on the job? The action of General
Gtatacre and Colonel Creagh, in contrast with the action of
predecessors and successors of theirs, demonstrates con-
clusively that the essential mischief was lack of sympathy
and ordinary humane feeling.

“We have now the text of the Resolution before us, m}(l
we propose to return to the subject. Bub meantime we will
quote the Standard correspondent’s summary of the altera-
tions introduced by the Resolution, which is based on the
Report of the Plague Commissioners. He says:—

Many of the measures which have hitherto been adopted are thrown
overboard. Others only remain in a very modified state. . . . The
Government of India has practically abandoned all tho measnres
which were distasteful to the people, and tho carrying outof which
brought about riots and the shedding of blood. Everyone in an
infected locality is now free to come or go as he pleases. There is no
compulsory atfendance at hospitals, no examination of corpses, no
system of paid informers. The gearching of houses and the com-
pulsory notifieation of sickn are tically abandoned. The
Tequirements which remain are not such as to aronse any great degree
of resentment among the people, and it is hoped that, with the
co-operation of the uncfficial clagses and the leaders of the Native

ity, the y may be carried out in such
a way as to put an end to the distressing scenes and the hitter feelings
to which the combating of the plague has invariably given rise.
Not “inyariably ” by any means, as we have pointed out.
But here is a clean sweep of all the elaborate policy of
the Government, after four years of continuous insist-
ance on rules that were foredoomed to failure! Tt is little
satisfaction to us to recall how we warned and protested.
Nor, .we should imagine, is it much satisfaction to the
brothers Natu to find that now—after four years—the
Government at last finds itself compelled to invoke ‘‘the co-
operation of the unofficial classes and the leaders of the
Native community.” The whole four years’ administration
ofitho plague has been strangely perverse, and now that
a reversal of policy is imperative, *‘Lord Curzon may be

| congratulated on the course which he has adopted.”

It is not a little curious to find the correspondent
aseribing all the trouble to ‘‘political agitators’ and
“the seditious Press,” for, if his diagnosis be correct, it
would appear that these obnoxious elements of society
haye * overpowered the Government, and that ‘Lerd
Curzon may be congratulated” on his capitulating to
them at diseretion. That would be an odd situation
surely, The correspondent writes:—

The political agitator was hard at work, the seditious Press boiled

over with activity. Both played the plague and its attendant
measures for all they were worth against the Government.
And the Government has submitted! ESuch is the pre-
posterous argument. Why not frankly acknowledge that
the whole process was a complete blunder from start to
finish ? Tho correspondent points to the finally determining
consideration : — ]

Tn the spring of this year serious riots took place at Cawnpore,

resulting in more bloodshed. It is known now lgat they were insti-
gated by men of light and leading —men who are now undergoing.
their trial. There can be little doubt that it is this last incident ab
Cawnpore which determined the authorities in India to take the line
which they have now formally adopted in the Government resolution
under consideration.
Are we then to draw the inference that the Government is
to be moved fo sympathetic action only by a series of
riots 7 In our issue of May 18 (INpra, vol. xiii, p. 237)
we discussed the Cawnpore riots, and we pointed out four
matters that deserved special attention, namely : —

(1) The union of Moslems and Hindus thronghout the busthess ;
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3 (2) the curious self-control exhibited by a mob which yet was
guilty of sueh terrible violence ; :
(3) the stronger fedling against plague regulations, though far
milder than in many cther parts, as well as the hafred of
the police ; and o
(4) the universal on the Lieutenant-
Governor for concessions which under other cireumsfances
many would have been inclined to treat as signs of degrading
weakness.
The first two points show clearly the earnestness and just-
noss of the popular feeling, and the last indicates that Sir
Antony MacDornell is a capable administrator, and that
it is really he that ought to be congratulated for putting
in train this Government resolution. 5

. 1 1

The Standard closes a leading article on the subject with
this sentence :—
We have suffered as a governing nation in India from onr anxiety
to do what was best for the people, and not what they lilked.
But, of course, the sentence should run: ““our anxiety to
do what we conceived to bebest for the people, and not what
they liked.” Thatis to say, we approach the task of the
gaovernment of a great Empire with ideas and feelings
- very diverse from those of the inhabitants, and we think
avo are doing well to carry into action our own notions and
not theirs—all for their good. This is benevolent work
andoubtedly, but it is not statesmanship. The thing is to
enable the peopls to develop on their own lines, assimilat-
ing from us what they care to assimilate. The *best’ in
this matter of goyernment is the most efficacious in a
practical way. It may be that our ideas are belter than
the Imdian ideas, according to some -absolute standard ;
‘butwhere is the good of such ideas of ours if they alienate
the people ?  Tdeas of a very inferior chavacter, according
to an absolufe standard, would be. far more efficacions it
they did not alienate the people. Is the Government not
acting for the best now when it decides to coneiliate the
«co-gperation of the people, evenif some of our most highly
_congidered notions must be put aside? Was it not acting
for the yery worst when it tried to put down the plague by
measures that issued in riot and murder, however well
approved such measures might be in England? However,
——lefns be thankful that the Government has at last learned

2 losson, though the recognition of the valie of popular
co-operation would have come more gracefully four years
ago. : n
The special correspondent of the Standard (August 14)
at Simla, writing on July 26, confirms—or at any rate
repeats—the grave repoxts of the famine that have come
over on official or private authority. The case of Gujerat
stilf stands out the werst. “In many parts of the divi-
sion,” says the correspondent, ‘“ there has been no rain at
all, and in most others not nearly enough to emable agpi-
cultural operations fo be commenced.” This is a most
serious position. The rayat cannot drive hig plough
through the hard sun-baked ground, and even if he could
his autumn crop would fail for lack of moisture. The
fodder famnine continues, and “many of the catile imported
from Central India to repair the terrible wastage caused
by the drought are dying.” One would have supposed
that by this time the railway authorities would be able
to bring over enough fodder from Central India, as
well as cattle. A great industrial calamify in Ahmedabad
ig also gaid to be impending. The correspondentreports:—
To add to the {rials of the unfortunate Gujeratis, the mill industry
of Ahmedabad hLus now reached a critieal phaso and there is the
possibility of a general stoppage of the machinery. Stould this
ocour, some 30,000 hands gwill b thrown out of work, and about five
times that-number will at onde kecome dependent on Goyernment for
their daily foed.
The prospect of 150,000 additional mouths on Government
relief; swith all the social disorganisation and misery that
‘this implies, should stimulate the Government- to vigorous
anticipation of sach a calamity. -

Ox the c]xglem,' travelling in the walke of the famine and
making special excursions from yarious points, the corres-
pondent sounds the like note. Thus :—

'The deaths wwhich haye taken place from cholera during the present
summer throughout India syould, if they could only be totalled, proye
astonishing even to those with soma experience of the ravages of this
terrible seourge in Oriental countries. =
Of course, the deaths never will be totalled. Tyen if they
Fwere all reckoned in a famine or public health Blue-book,

-2 yery small proportion of them would appear under the
- head @ cholera: they would be largely distributed under

less formidable names, such as enteric (or gastric) fever,
heart failure, natural causes. It is hopeless to make any
confident estimate. The corzespondent, however, says :—
Altogether there haye been 12,000 odd casesin the Punjab up to
the end of June, some 60 per cent. of which termivated fatally. The
returns for July ara not yet available, but the totals will probably be
every bit as formidable.  Elsewhere throughout India there is much
the same story to tell.
The correspondent attempts to single out particular points
in the story, and then concludes in these words: -
‘What the weekiy number of deaths has been it is impossible to say,
but, seeing that both in Bombay and in the Central Provinces the
mortalicy was ab the rate of about 4,000 a week, it will be well within
the mark to sy that for weeks past 10,000 vietims have been-claimed
by cholera. =
1t is weeks since we pointed out that the estimate mustrbe
svoll within the facts. And here is but one of the issues
of the famino. :

T'he Giovernment of Bombay has issued a Resolution on
the question of revenue collection in answer to the recent
memorial presented by the Bombay Presidency Associa-
tion. The Government maintains that * thereis no good
renson for excusing from tho fulfilment of their liabilities
to the State people who hold land as an inyestment or who
are known to have ample means besides what are needed
for cultivation.” Agreed; but the difficulty of just dis-
crimination vemains where it was, and it is a practical

«difficulty that no amount of clever logic-chopping can

serve to solve, The wisest course still seems to be the
plan suggested by the Association—to err on the safe side.
Better Iet ten fraudulent landholders escape temporarily
than oppress ono zeally destitute. landholder, in the fright-
ful civcumstances of the time. The Government is rather
surprised at the Asscciation’s statement that “well-founded
complaints are being made in the Native newspapers that
the collection of the arrears of revenue are even now being
carried on in certain afflicted tracts with nearly the same
cast-ivon rigidity which is so much deplored by all well-
wishers of the rayaf in normal seasons.” The principles
to be applied are re-stated. No doubt, theoretically, they
are good principles, and well meant. *The complaints

referred to by the Association,” says the Government,

“imply that these orders are deliberately disregurded,#
and in the opinion of his Hxcellency the Governor inm
Council they should not have been- stated to be well-

founded without ample evidence” Very well, Ist the
Association now support its complaints with detailed
evidence. As to the loss of cattle, too, the Govermment
and the Association appear to rely on very diffetent
statistics. All this dubiety of fact ought to be cleared up.
on both sides. -

The Hon. Mz, Monteath, Chief Secretary to the Bombay
Grovernment in the Famine Department, has addressed a
lotter. to the Zimes of Indig anuouncing the determination
of the Government not to take actien on ‘“anonymous
letters to newspapers ” concerning the collection of ravenue,
in certain districts of Gujerat, and expressing the assur-
ance that  any eomplaint made in the proper manner to
tho proper authority will be fully investigated.”” . The
Zimes of Indic regards the refusal as ““too absolute,” and
the promise as ‘“mnot a little. delusive.”” OQur contemporary
most justly remarks as folloyws :—

TIf the Goyernment resolve to pay heed tio no complaint that is made
to them throngh other than strictly conventionul chunnels, then il is
certain that of many things that happen in the Presidency to the
detriment of the commonweal they will learn nothing. 1t is a strange
annesption of the characier and capacity of an average village com-
munity which assumes that every person in it—or even any ]m'}g,)'e
P ion of its consbituent ho suffers wrong at the hands of the
subordinata officers of Govarnment i ably and willing to appeal to
Cimser, and in the ona way thut Ciesar has prescribed. Governivent
are fully aware of the incapacity of the greater part of the people for
protecting themselves, and do not need fo be told that they will baar
many things without raising a formal complaint. . . . . They would
be able to pass with greater atreng‘;hh through the ordeal that is now

13 5 i

before them if they had nob p it: by an a 1 that
seems intended to stave off criticism and to discourage all but the
most formal tion of popular gri

This is “certainly not a time for shutting off any source of
information ; 7 and ‘“even in India the superstition of
exclusive official authenticity ought to be at an eand by
this time.” ;

At a time when there is a general inclination on the part
of the authorities to belittle the work of the Native States,

the granting of two additional guus to the salute of the
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Mah4rijé of Travancore is not without interest; for it is
generally taken as a testimony on the part of the Govoern-
ment of India to the good government of that country.
Travancore is happily out of the range of famine, but
roaders of InpIA are already familiar with the economy
and enlightenment which: characterise its administration.

The Trrigation Cess Bill has gone through the Madras
Tiegislative Council, and by this time it may have recelxed
the sanction of the Secietary of State for India. The
dissent of the representatives of the public within the
Council, strong and conyincing as it seemed. to be, did not
delay the messure or modify it. Even in Anglo-Tndian
circles independent criticism is still pointed and severe.
Thus the Indian Engincering, with all the force of profes-
sional authority, remarks as follows:—

Tt is iniguitous to force a man to pay for water thrown on his land

against his will—even if he ayeil himself of -what advantage he may
be able to gain from if; that is, presuming the man is o free agent
in the matter and not & tenant whose rent the landlord is competent
arbitrarily to enhance at any time; and even then such a charge for
water so delivered could not righteously be made as charge for iiriga-
tion diractly, but only as an increased rent demanded because the
property is now thought worth more than it was before.
The writer gives the aggrieved rayats the highest credit
for their temperate remonstrances; ‘“and, when all cir-
cumstances are cousidered,” he adds, “it is surprising that
they keep their tempers.” For instance, he says :—

When thismatter was discussed Lefore, it was cortended that the
water could not be properly charged for as being forced upon the
Tayab without bis asking, and indeed its flew was simply consequent
on the defective nature of the Irrigationiworks. The Government,
replying, wrote :  Assumption on which the Bosrd’s Teasoning in
i iz, that the percolation is due to the defective
tion. work, is nqp ted in the face of the
collector’s assertion that the lands regeive a constant supply, and are
ag well off a8 any weti lands in the district.””

A man who keeps his temper when a Government gives an illogical
reply like this to his complaint is worthy of the highest praise.
Because the leaksge ia plentiful, therefore it is not due to the defective
condition of the irrigation works. .. .. Nothing could damage
any administration in the eyes of men more surely than such bad
logic and such bias can.
£ As this most imbecile of arguments,” says the writer,
“ was dated May, 1889, let us deyoutly hope its author is
now shelved comfortably oul of mischiel’s way.” But
what are the chances that the Secretary of State will in-
vestigate the argument and recognise its imbecility ?

The Pregs of India, Indian and Anglo-Indian alike, ig
amazed at tho answer of Lord George Hamilton to Sir
William Wedderburn that the law of sedition in India and
Enpgland is identical. Some papers are inclined to thinlk
that Reuter is mistaken. The Zimes of India, which had
so much to do with the passing of the new law, says:—

This i not accurate, and if it were accurato it would not necessarily

be relevant, as it would carry with it the implication that a law
which is suitable for England is necessarily suitable for India.
Tho longer Lord George Hamilton remains in office the
more he loses the respect, not of the Indians only, but
even of those Anglo-Indians who are the firmest adherents
of the policy he represents. y

Chail Behari Tal criticises in the Pionser the arguments

by which that journal strives to show that a separation of
Judicial and Executive powers, however desirable, is
unnecessary, and in the present statc of Indian finances,
improper.  He declares that he has never heard it said,
even by the most ardent advocate of the separation of the two
dunctions, that the reform is ncoessary, because there is'n wholesale
failure of justice nnder the present system, or that under the pro-
posed system there will be no cuses of injustice.
But under the present system magistrates are not only.
influenced by those human weaknesses and errors against
which it is so difficult to guard; they are oxposed in
addition to prejudices which are a dircct result of the
contusion of two powers.

According to the Indian papers, two hoys recently had
a quarrel, but one of the boys was an Indian, the other
the son of a European guard, so that the quarrel had a
sequel. The Buropean hoy complained to his father, who
beat the Indian with his sticlk so unmercifully that he had
1o be removed to hospital. The truth of this story is noy
t];girllg imyestigated in Benares, whoro tho guard is on his

ial.

A correspondent of the Punesr who signs himself

¢ Shooter,” takes up the defence of the Indian peasants
who get involved in affrays with British soldiers. He
writes :—

Thongh there i3 no excuse for the cowardly attacks of crowds of
Natives on solitary soldiers, or on parties of soldiers, T w.xll a‘sk any
Englishman if the manner in which Europeans out shooting in this
country tramp over young corn, or even throngh standing crops,
with very little regard for the feelings of the owner of the Jand did
not cause him considerable surprise when he ficst saw it.

This, according to ‘“Shooter,”” is of frequent occurrence,
and is dono without ever asking permission of the owmner
of the land, though it would not be tolorated in England,
nor from Indians in India. He suggests, too, that the
indignation caused by the shooting of peafowl may be
due not ouly to the sacred character of the bird, but to a
belief that the land on which they have been slain comes
under an evil influence.

The overcrowding of the Bombay gaols, not unknown
before, has been greatly intensified by the recent distress;
for as the Zumes of India says :—

No doubt the circumstances of the year were exceptional, for famine

meeans an increase of crime, though it is due to the patient and
suffering people of the Bombay districts to ise that the i
has been small in proportion to the calamity.
The same paper announces that the Government have in
view a revision of sentences for offences attributahle to
famine as soon as conditions haveimproved and the distress
has been relieved—a course at once prudent and merciful.
It must not be forgotten, however, that even in normal
years the gaols are overcrowded.

The Zribune complains that on the railway line between
Bhatinda and Samasata goods waggons and cattle trucks
are being used for third class passengers. As it says, in
times of pilgrimage, the pilgrims do not complain hecause
they know that the capacities of the line are then taxed to
the uttermost, and the greater the discomforts of tho
journey, the greater the merit. But this kind of thing is
intolerable in ordinary times when there is mo special
pressure.

A correspondent (“Singher”) of the Pion¢er malkes a
simple suggestion for the prevention of theft of rifles,
againgt, which our men hava to guard all along the
frontier, and indeed elsswhere. The experience of the
recent Afridi campaign might well give an impulse to the
inventive faculty. ‘“All that is wanted,” says the corres-

pondont, ““is a little kerosene oil and a few cheap lamps.”
The thefts take place generally on the darkest nights;
and a lamp at every twenty or thirty yards a little outside
the line of seutries, throwing its light outwards, would
render it practically impossible for a rifle thief or a ghazi
toreach the camp without l.eing discovered and dealt with.
Possibly the suggestion is too simple for the official mind.
Anyhow, it seems to be well worth serious consideration.

Colonel A. N, Lockwood, towards the close of the
Session, placed hefora the Secretary of State for India a
question to the following effect, which does not seem to
have appeared on the Notice Paper :—

Has there been estublished at Kassnti, with the countenance and
support of the Indian CGlovernment, what is described as an Anti-
Rabies Institute ; what is the estimated annual cost of this institution,
including that of the medical officer, said to be lent by Government
to it as manager or principal ;

Is the Socrotary of State awarc that there have been provided,
through private liberality, in all the large cities and cantonments of
India the appliarces needed for treatment, by means of the Buisson

or vapour baths, of soldiers and others bitten by animals supposed to
be infected with rabies; and that in several instances that treatment
has been snccessful in the cure and prevention of hydrophcbia ;

Can medical and commanding officers be induced to errange that in.
cases of soldicrs suppesed to be infected with rabies they should Le
treated by this safe and effective natural remedy instead of incurring
the cost and risk of their being sent to Paris or Kasanti.

The Indian Secrotary’s reply was to the effect that he was
aware that such an institution had been established, in the
first instance by private subscriptions, aund that Government
has agreed to contribute Rs.9,500 per annum towards its
upkeep, which sum, he added, was very much less than
that ineurred previously in sending soldiers and others to
the Pasteur Institution at Paris. As to the alloged sucecss
of the vapour.bath treatment enquiry had been made, and
ag the balance of opinion did not seem to confirra the
cfficacy of that method it is not expected that medical
2

officers will be induced to adopt it.
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ARMY EXPENDITURE AND FAMINE.
OR some months past there have appeared side by
side in the English papers two eefs of telegrams,
tho one telling of the progress of famine, the loss
of cattle, the sufferings of the people, the 1;11111011;5 on
relief, the other of the embarkation of troops in India to
fight in South Africa and China, Tt is possible that most
readers saw no connexion save the chance one of locality
between these two sets of telegrams. Amd yet the con-
nexion ig hoth real and deep, for if famine be the Iesplt,
not of drought alone, but of drought falling on an im-
poverished people, then everything that has mado or kept
the Indians poor has contributed to the intensity of the
distress, not least the heayy military expenditure, felt in
the load of taxation, and mow proved by the course of
events to be unnecessary. It has for many years been the
contention of the Anglo-Indian world that the country
could not spare without rick a single British soldier. And
now in the hour of danger when, if ever, external a_n.d
internal foes wauld be active, the British garrison is
depleted by close upon a seventh of its strength. Accord-
ing to an answer given by Lord George Hamilton in the
Touse of Commong, the number of European troops with-
drawn for foreign service is 8,600, the number remaining
61,000, Most of these 8,600 haye been absent some nine
months, and yet India stands secure. Thus does the action
of & Unionist Govornment, impelled by the nocessities of
the situation, give the lie to the precomceived notions of
Anglo-Indiam cfficials, Of those that are taken away, both
Tndian and Buropean, Indis is relieved of the immediate
expense, Mr. Buchanan agked the Secretary of State;
What provision was being nffde fo rcoon]ri the Tndian Exchequer
for the initiil expenditure on iransporti and similar purposes con-
neoted with the despateh of the Indian contingent to Chica.
TLoxd Gecrge Hamilton made answer:—
An approximate estimete of the initial cost of the force that is
‘being sent from India to China has been obtained from the Goyern-
- menti of India and forwarded to the War Office. hen a vote has

been passed by the House application for the amount will be made to
the Win 00,

= "No far so g’(.x;oil.a Tndin has already gained immensely hy

1o longer having to hear this useless weight, but the relief
is only temporary, and there remains a heavy reckoning
for all the years during which the unjust burden has been
borne.
The authorities who have thus saddled poverty-stricken
Indie yith the payment of soldiers now shown to be
unnecessary for the purposes of that country, canmot
pretend that the matter was not pressed on.their notice.
6 begin with, the National Gongress, whose®vice is o
generally despised by Indian officialdom, and so offen
proved wiso by tlie event, passed in their fifteenth Session,

_held at Lucknow, the following firm but very modevate
veselution :— ¢

 Resolved that whoreas it it considered safe and prudent .to
withdraw large bodics of Buisish troops for serviss outside:
statutory limits of India, this Congress is'of opinion that the fime has
coms when the Indian taxpayer should ho granted some-relief oub of
the British Bxchequer towards the cost of maintining in India’ so
large a force of Buropenn scidiers, This Congress secs no objection
o the location of Bidiish froops in India as a reserve force for the

. whole of the British Empire, hut is of opinion that the time'has come
f."r)sg ‘1?1:. ti‘qun}f;i !fe{qzhec; f:cst o 20,060 Brifish troops from the Indian to
But in the years gome by amother voice was heard
proclaiming a similar view in much stronger langnage—a
voice to which oven the most obstinate Auglo-Indian
cannot. vefuse somedeforence: Lord Salisbury has held
higher posts than that of Secretary of State for India.
He'has now for the third time reached the -highest object
of an English politician’s ambition; but rothing in his
whole caresr has done him so much credit as his condust
of Indian affaivs in the days of his youth, Speaking as
Lord Cm:unboxna, in the Honge of Commons, and whils stall
zosponsible for the Giovernment of Indie, he used these
ever memorable words :—

T do not like Tndia t0 e looked npon as an English barrack in {he
Oriental seas from which we may draw any number of troops without
paying for them.  Ti is bad for Bogland, beeause it s always bad for
s not to have that check npon (liv temptation to engage in Litle wers
which can only be controlled by the necessity of paying for them, If

tlis gawrieon which we keep in India is, as all Indian suthorities

assure us, vecessary for maintaining that country in gecurity and

Pease, that garrison ought nob to be rashly diminished. If, on the

other hand, it i3 too large, and India can for any length of time

¢onyenidiily spare these troops, then the Tndian population qught not

- to be 30 unnceessarily taxed.

Tndia for a considerable and a still undefined time has
spared these troops, apparently without danger or incon-
venience, and therefore it follows on the authority of the
present Prime Minister of the United Kingdom that the
garison is too large, and that the Indian people in their
dire poverty haye been unnecessarily taxed.

Nor can the account be considered closed by the remoyal
of some thousands of troops from Indian soil, and the
transfer of their maintenance to the Treasury of the Unifed
Kingdom. A powerful party in India feel bitterly that
the Government of which they have been such loyal and
ardent supporters have brought them to open shame and
rvidicule, by believing all their prophecies and”reversing
the policy in swhich they had put thoir trust. Thie party,
fecling that it is impossible to do anything at once in view
ot the unexpected furn of events fivst in Africa, in the
autumn, and now in China, ure concentrating their energies
for a determined attempt to restore the Indian garrison to
its old strength whenever the long deferred days of peace
arrive. If that party succeed in their designs, then India
after a short and temporary respite will once more be
required to tale up tle burden of an armament proved to
he unnecsssary, and therefore iniquitous. But eyen if this
design does mnot succeed, even if in the future India re-
maing in such comparative ease gs the withdrawal of 8,600
Turapean troops allows, there will still be & heavy debt
from Bngland to India. For this army, so greatly in ex--
cess of India’s needs, has been maintained for years as
Indio’s cxpense as an Imperial veserve. When Iiord

George Hamilton, answering Mz, Buchanan, said that the
initial cost of the force now being sent from Iudia to
China would be paid:by the TUnited Kingdom, he did not
mean the real mitial cost, the cost of the men destinod not for
India but for Africa and the far East who had been main-
tained in health and efficiency during many years to be
veady for seryice in an Tmperial crisis. Nor did he include
the cost of those other men who had dallen out of the
ranlks, and all that India has had to pay for the care of
the siclk and the dicabled. Yot all that is a true part of
the initial cost of the armies that have gome forth from
India over the seas to-fight the haitles of the Empize.

Tn any adjusbuent thatmeay herealber tulce place between
England and India, this expenditure on an Imperial reservo
must be taken into account. And however fully the
adjustment and the compensation may be made, it will
alyays remain fo the discredit of the British Empire that
im this, the rickest Bipive the world has ever seew, the
support of so great a reserye was left not merely to its
poorest part, but' to the poorest of all civilised nations.
‘When this shamaful fact is read by posterity in its place
amid the records of famine, the connexion hefween tha two
things, which to many is now so obscure, will then hecvme
plain in all its ugliness; and the Hmpire on which the sun
never sets will wish for some brief space of darkness in
which to hide its open and apparent shame.

This brings us to the question whether, without waiting
for a formal adjustment of accounts, something cannot be
done to remedy this srong ab once. Hngland isin India’s
debt for the maintenance of an Tmperial reserve. Starving
Tndia is struggling to vise again from the greatest famine
of the century. Hasnot India a claim, grounded not on
benevolence, not on pity, buf on the simplest dictates of
justico, to an mmmodiate repyyment of some part of-the
cost which she has borne so patiently. Eyen Lord George
Hamilton did not speak of the grant to India as being
refused definifely and for ever.. That grant the heart
of the Bnglish peopls, totwched by the appalling misery
of India, has long ago acseded. How much more, then,

should it be weleomed, when it isiseen by the course of
events to be an act of justice, necessary to relieve the
consciencs of England from the burden of a great wrong?

A HISTORY OF GRENCE!

lT would hardly be rash to predict for Professor Bury’s

new history that it is likely to be for the next genera-
tion of English xeadexs the standard one-volumo history of
ancient Greess. Nor does this stafement exhaust the im-
portance of the book, It is probably the most valuable
contribution, whether in one volume or in many, made

] 1 A History of Groooo to the Death of Alexander the Gireat.””
. By J. B. Bury, M.A., Regius Professor of Greek in the University
1 of Dublin, (London: Macmillan and Co., Limited.)
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within vecent years by any English writer to the study of
Groele history. This may be said with full acknowledg-.
ment of the loarning and conscientious industry that M.
Eyelyn Abbott has bestowed on the three volumes in which
he Las brought hig history down to the end of .tha Pelo-
. ponnesian War. Professor Bury’s clearly but closely
printed volume of 900 pages is mecessarily less detailed
than Mz, Abhott’s work, hut it has also more approach to
finality. Tnvaluable as Mr. Abbott’s writings are to the
historical student, they are rather material for history than
history itself. Again, Professor Bury’s work has great
advantages for the English reader over the recently pub-
lisheel translation of Holm. Though Holm runs to four
volumes (threo to tho death of Alexander), the amount of
detail in Professor Bury is not vory materially loss. For
a reader with any feeling about style the question hetween
the two works iy decided at once. Professor Bury has a
style which meyer irritates, occasionally charms, and most
often has the great merit (in a historian) of not attracting
any atfention to itself. If Holm’s work has any literaty
quality in the original German, it cerfainly does mot
survive in the translation.

The part of Professor Bury’s history that will have most
attraction for readers of Ixvra is probably his account of
the first Buropean conqueror of India, “ the fivst and last
‘Western eonqueror of Afghanistan,” and ¢ the only Euro-
pean conqueror who marched straight from the West to
tho Indus and the Oxus.’? The pages that tell the actual
story of conquest—the years when Alexander’s camp was

; hls!court and ecapital, the political centre of his smpire,
“afvast city rolling along ovor mountain and river through
Central Asia”’—are among the most faseinating of a
“fascinating volume. After enjoying unrivalled prestige
for many generations, and after being regarded through-
out the Middle Ages as magician as well as warrior,
Alexander the Great has suffered some eclipse of fame
duving the nineteenth century. Eolm has endeayoured to
give him hacle all or more than all the greatness he hns
lost by making him the Gireek ecovmterpart of Mommsen’s
conception of Julius Qwesar, the conqueror by divine right
ol genius, To vomplete the likeness, Demosthenes, the
orutor who refused to acknowledge the divine mission of
Alexander, iz belittled as Mommsen had belittled Cicero,
the orator who refused to acknowledge the divine mission
of Uwsar. Further, we ave invited to see in Alexander a
sort of historical anticipation of the present German
Kaiser, for whose all-embracing interest nothing is too
great or too small. Professor Bury, too, exalts Alexender,
but less crudely and more convincingly than Holm. His
view is very much the same sort of modification of Holm’s
that, in the case of Julius Cewmsar, Seeley’s or Pelham’s is
of Mommsen’s—the view that, as Alexander advanced, his
‘ideas expanded and he rose to a loftier conception of his
new position and his relation to Asia,

o began to tramscend the familiar distinction of Greek end bar-

barian, and to see that, for all the truth it contained, it wasnot the
last word that could be said. He formed the notion of an empire,
hoth Huropean and Asiatic, in which the Asiafic should not be
dominated by the: Huropean invaders, but Europeans and Asiatics
alike should be ruled on an equality by a monarch, indifferent to the
distinction of Greek and barbarian, aud looked upon as bheir own
king by Persians as well ag by Macedonians.
Professor Bury’s conclusion is that Alexander, had he
lived, would have been more wonderful as statesman than
he yvas as conquercr.. His comparions, who wrote memoirs
about him, were not capable of appreeiating his statcsman-
ship, and they have unwittingly done him an injustice.
His successors,, too, were ‘‘harvd-headed Macedonians,
capable and practical sulers, but without the Hhigher
qualities of the founder’s genins”: what #hey did gives
us little notion of what /%2 might have done.

Upon our judgment of Alexander must depend our
judgment of Temosthenes. Professor Bury regards
Demosthenes as on' the swrong as well as the losing side.
But he indulges in none of the cheap sneers that disfigure
Holm’s work in imitation of the cheap sneers against
Cigero that disfigure Mommsen's. Demosthenes deserves
admiration for genuine patriotism as well as for splendid
oratory, even if we feel with Professor Bury that oratory,
detachod from the practical qualities with which it had
bteetn combined in Porviclos, was a curse to the Greek cify-
state.

_Admirers of Alexander are generally content to leave
his father Philip in the shade, with the epithet ¢“barbarian,”
avhich Demosthenes hurled at him, still sticking to his

memory. Profossor Bury thinks Philip one of the world’s
groatest rulers. He has suffered from fhe. superior
zeputation of his son, from the attacks of orators whose
business was to misrepresent him, and from the absence of
any history of his conguest of Thrace. Tis choice of
Anvistotle to be his son’s tutor, Professor Bury acutely says,
proves that he was no barbarian, but a conscious promoter
of Greels civilisation; and, finally, “the work of Alsxander
is the most authensic testimony to the work of Philip.”

We have dwelt at such length on the later part of the
volume thaf we musf be content to notics very briefly some
of the featuves of the earlier portion. The discoveries of
the last twenty years have made the task of the historian
of early Greece a very fuscinating but a very difficult one.
Instead of treading ground that has been trodden many
times belore, revising a conclusion here and there, he has
practically to construct a. mew history out of material
abundant indeed, but still involved in deep obsourity and
seldom leading to certain inferonces. It would ho difficult
to speak too highly of tho skill with which Professor Bury
has managod this part of his navrative.” A word must be
said in praise of the numerous illustrations from photo-
graphs, coins, and works of arf, that illuminate the texf.
Pagsing on to historic Atheas, we can havdly expect at this
time of day to find anything that is bhoth new and true
snid of Pericles. But Professor Bury holds the scales syith
an impartial hand. Ha sees the real greatness of Pericles
far better than Mr. Abbott. But he doss not condone the
unsernpulousness which then, as now, was characteristic of
an “imperial * policy.

One thing more must be mentioned. Not the least merif
of this history is the humour, unaggressive and dignified,
that lightens its serions pages. Two instances may suffice.
The Herpdotean oracle in wiich Apollo debates whether
Lycurgus was god or man, and pronounces that Lie was a
god, is quoted in a foot-note with the comment: ¢ The
decision of the god agrees with the result of modern
criticisms”? To the latest criticism, it must be remembered,
“Tycurgus’ means “wolf-repeller,” and he is identified
with an Arcadian god whom the Spaitans found in
possession’ when they arrived in Liacediemon, Again, we
ate told the excellent story of Alextindor of Phoras and thio ™
performanco of the tearful play of the “Troades.’” At the
conglusion the tyrant apologised to the actor for his dry
eyes: they were not due, ho explained, to any defect in
the aeting but to his feeling that one who had pitilessly
killed so many real psople ought mnot to weep over
imaginary sorrows. To this story Professor Bury appends
the apt marginal comment : “ What's Hecuba to him ?"’

OUR LONDON LEITER.

‘WesTMINSTER, Thursday.

O some of us, London without Parliament is liks an unlit
lantern. When the light over the Clock Mower is ex-
tinguished our iuterest in the great city dies oub along with it
Yet of the multitudes who pass across Westminster Bridge day
by day, probably not one in a huudred notes that the signal
which all through the Session procluims the devotion of the
Senate is 1o longer shining in its beacon fower above Big Be,
Passers-by, indeed, are more likely to observe that Big Ben
himself is sadly out of order, and that the iron-tongued bell
hag suspended its sccustomed monitions, After all, the nuniber”
of people who ere interested in the problems of the Parlia-
mentary lobby is extremely small. I the date of the dissolu-
tion continues to be discussed, it is not the man in the street
who keeps the topic alive but the men in the club. The
country, like Lord Salisbury snd Sir M. Hicks Beach, and
M. Micawber, is waiting for something to turn up, and mean-
while it goes about its business quite placidly, finding the
newspapers perhaps a little mora interesting for the ahsenca of
the Parlianientary debates, buti not: atherwise conscious of any
great vacanecy in the intellectnal life of the nation. And
this, when one thinks of it, is perhaps the most striking

| testimony yeb offered to the monumental dulness of the dead

Session.

Dulnessis infectious. When the Chancellor of the Excheguer:
solemnly announced the other night that there would be an
electoral contest in November—for the Bristol City Council—
and that the dissolution of Parliament would take "place

betsveen now and the mext general election, colurns of ox—
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cellent prose were written to prove that the jesting Minister
had foretold an election within the next six months. The
fanlt was partly Sir M. Hicks-Beach’s. He damaged the
point of his little joke by saying that the election must take
place between now and the seventh Session of Parliament.
What he meant was that the election must take place between
now and the seventh year of Parliament. The existing Parlia-
ment, although only five years old, has already survived its
seventh Session and is now looking forward dubiously to its
eighth. Clubmen, whose interest in this subject appears to be
inextinguishable, are never in the same mind about it for two
days running. To-day the inclination is to throw cold water
on {he idea of an autumn dissolution. To-morrow men may
be penmning their election addresses.

Toreign affairs arc, of course, the governing factor of the
situation. If the Chinese imbroglio were once seftled, all
would be plain sailing. Those who have examined the recesses
of Tord Salisbury’s mind tell us that he would like to retire at
the end of this Parliament but that he feels bound to stick to
his post, so long at least as the outlook abroad retains its
present threatening aspect. The theory is plausible and it
suggests another. If Lord Salisbury is animated by this
patriotic sentiment, it must clearly be to the interest of his
probable successor to seek a prolongation of Parliament in the
“hope that before the Septennial Act comes into operation the
storm-clouds may have so far cleared away as to permit the
Prime Minister to court repose. Otherwise, Lord Salisbury,
yielding to his own sense of duty and to the solicitations of the
Queen and the more responsible men in the Conservative wing
of his party, may consider himself obliged to retain office.
Were that to happen it would be a severe blow to the most
amlitious spirit in Europe. Mr. Chamberlain is too old a man
to view the prospect of another seven years’ apprenticeship
with equanimity; yet no one knows better than he that T.ord
Salisbury’s motto has ever been, J/’y suis, ¢ j'y reste. If vault-
ing ambition should overleap itself, which is not unlikely,
Birmingham alone will weep.

Meanwhile the war in South Africa drags wearily on, The
mercurial De Wet, it is true, continues to be surrounded at
regularly recurring intervals, while President Kruger, as of
yore, sits trembling on the verge of cepitulation. But the
indecision of the old man and the baflling elusiveness of the
younger one are more than tfantelising—they are positively
exsspemting. A few days before the rising of Parliament,
Mr. Wyndham incautiously predicted that the war would be
over within the current menth. Since then we have read of
the capture of a British garrison at Elands River, of the failure
of Lord Methuen to arrest the flight of the brilliant will-o’-
the-wisp De Wet, and of a succession of audacious assaults on
the British line of communications. We are now in the eleventh
month of the war and shall soon be celebrating the anniversary
of its birth ; and to this day we are still sending out shiploads
of reinforcements.

" To those facts as much as to the discovery of a hare-brained
plot at Pretoria for the abduction of the British Commander-
in-Chief is to be attributed the savage outburst of impatience
which was witnessed the other day against the methods of
civilised warfare. Lord Roberts himself did not escape criticism.
Therobstinacy of the Boers, he was told, was the direct out-
come of his misplaced leniency. He must drop the character
of Don Quixote and assume that of another Spanish celebrity—
the Duke of Alva. Happily, Lord Roberts is far removed from
the influence of the shrieking school of Imperialism. His con-
temptuous yet whimsical allusion to the plot “‘to carry me
off,” which he stigmatised as clumsily conceived, acted like a
cold douche on the inflamed imaginations of his critics. Some
of them are even beginning to suggest that the poultice of
Quixotism might prove mora remedial than the surgical opera-
tion of Cromwellism. Those who know the Boers best are con-
vinced that the effect of the wholesale deportations, recently to
St. Helena B'Fld now to Ceylon, must be to render a desperate
enemy more irreconcileable.

That sturdy Anglo-Indian, Mr. J. M. Maclean, continues to
wage war with official Conservatism in his constituency, the
borough of Cardiff. Mr. Maclean has been disowned by his
political godfathers on account of his herefical views on the
war, which he has had the audacity to describe as hoth
unndcessary and unjust. The Conservatives of Cardiff have

teliated by selecting a didate of a more accommodating
turn of mind, and now Mr. Maclean, in a lstter in which he

traverses the whole policy of the Unionist Government,
challenges his adversaries to abide by the verdict of a public
meeting of electors. Some of the counts in Mr. Maclean’s
indictment betray an extremely old-fashioned point of view.
For example, he appears to think that the electorate is
interested in India. ¢ Finally,” he says, “I condemn in the
strongest terms the selfishness of the English Treasury in
refusing to give a grant of money to India. Tt used to be the
boast of the Indian Government that whatever happened in
time of famine, human life at least would be preserved ; but
this year Lord George Hamilton and Lord Curzon have looked
helplessly on while two millions of human beings have died of
starvation and disease.” It is to be hoped, in the interests of
outspoken debate, that the official Tory ring ab Cardiff will
accede to Mr. Maclean’s request and permit him to expound
his manifesto on the platform.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
 FAMINE AND IRRIGATION.

[Froax AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]
BoMBAY, July 27.

No rain yet! Gujerat is daily growing worse, and the
number on relief works is weekly increasing. All reports say
that the water in the wells has dried up. If there is fo be
another drought, it is & problem whence the people will obtain
their daily supply of drinking water. The food may be there,
but if the vital necessary of life grows scarcer and scarcer what
is to be done? Thisis the problem which is staring both the
people and the Government in the face. It may Le that for a
time the thirsty will draw upon the water of the nearest river
and her tributaries, Bub even that supply must soon feil, and
meanwhile one cannot say what may happen to the quality of
the water, Where humanity congregate in large numbers there
must follow pollution, and I need not stop to describe the fatal.
effects of polluted drinking water among a thirsty population.
Hence one can imagine what miseries are in store for unhappy
India in the coming months. The residuum of the cattle must
die first. As a matter of fact, animals purchpsed some time
ago are now being resold for a song, it bei g found im-
practicable to get sufficient provender and water 1or them.

Simla has been greatly alarmed at the situation; and the
Viceroy, without a moment’s delay, like the energetic and
courageous administrator that he has proved himself to be,
has buckled on his armour and resolved to repair to the scene
of the greatest misery. He will leave the breezy heights of
Simla on the 30th, and arrive a couple of days later at
Ahmedabad, where he means to make a stay of ten days. The
time will be employed in visiting all the worst places in the
district, seeing things for himself and directing what may be
necessary to be done. We are quite confident that whatever
requires to be immediately taken in hand will be done to
combat the grim monster that will stalk through Gujerat for
another twelve long and weary months—months that will
demand the greatest patience and endurance, and claim nobody
knows what number of victims.

The most important remediel measure will be the finding of
drinking water. It is felt here that for such a purpose the
best, relief works which could be immediately undertaken are
the sinking of cuche wells wherever possible, and the deepening
of tanks, reservoirs, and similar structures. The latter will be
of a permanent character, and so far the cost will be
reproductive. As to the former, the cucka wells, too, could
by-and-by be turned into well-built ones. But time is of the
essence of the matter. The sooner the Viceroy decides on such
excellent works of primary necessity at this juncture the better
for the unlucky people who, for the second time, are about to be
sorely smitten with a severe drought. Tn this connexion it
may be suggested that Lord Curzon might do well to indent
on the services of some of those talented English and American
engineers who have so successfully carried out large irrigations
works in Egypt. Lord Cromer would, no doubt, do his best to
assist India at this juncture. Messrs. Aird and Co., who are
now damming the Nile and impounding the waters at Atbara,
if pressed into the service with a competent staff, could work
wonders. This is just the time to invite the best engineering
skill in connexion with irrigation.

It may be that in some places the water-bearing strata are
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~very deep and impracticable for work. - But, given a competent
-staff of experts, & great deal of good permanent work could be
accomplished, apart from temporary operations. The tax-
payers’ monies—practically those of the rayats—could not be
utilised for a better and more reproductive purpose than this.
Within five years the surface of the country might be changed.
No spot should remain unexplored where water wells, reservoirs,
tenks, or other devices could be constructed. Tracts liable to
drought would thus be greafly secured against future shortage
-of rain. The authorities are now spending mnearly four crores
per annum on railways. If they would but curtail that amount
by halfeand spend the rest on irrigation works of all kinds,
suitable to different localilies, the ten crores which might be
spent in five years would be most usefully and beneficently laid
out. That outlay would in future famines greatly diminish the
expenditure on relief works. What is wanted is a bold and
broad policy. It is to be hoped that Lord Gurzon’s statesman-
ship will be equal to the occasion. If any Viceroy can pub the
scheme in train, and lay & permanent and solid foundation for
the future prosperity of the eultivator, it is he. TImmunity
from drought is the first essential requisite, and famine may
become as rare in India as it has been in Europe.

‘THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
6,149,000 ON RELIEF.

The Secretary of State for India has received the
following telegram from tho Viceroy, dated August 14 :—

““The favourable conditions reported last week continue
and rain is now falling generally throughout the country.
Total number supported in all famine-stricken provinces
still large owing to backwardnoss of crops, rostrictod
demand for labour in the fields, and high prices.

‘“Numbors of persons in receipt of relief :—Bombay,
1,586,000; Punjab, 169,000 ; Central'Provinces, 2,270,000
Berar; 472,000; Ajmere-Merwara, 95,000; Rajputana
States, 824,000; Central India States, 105,000; Bombay
Native States, 421,000; Baroda, 122,000 ; North-Western
Provinces, 2,000; Punjab Native States, 42,000; Central
Provinces Feudatory Slates, 51,000; Hyderabad, 460,000
Madras, 8,000; Bengal, 22,000. Total, 6,149,000.
Bombay and Bengal returns of number on relief works
incomplete.” i

The Secretary of State for India has received the
following telegram from the Governor of Bombay, dated
August 12, 1900 :—

“Following are figures for week ending August 4 :—
Famine-stricken districts, 6,545 cases of cholera, of which
there were fatal 4,264. Native States—cases of cholera,
5,414 ; deaths from cholera, 3,290. Total number of
deaths among nmumbers on relisl works and gratuitous
velief, British districts, 7,041, or 4 2:5 per mille, Culti-
vation active and sowings growing forward gemerally in
North Gujerat (and) Kathiawar, where plentiful rain has
fallen. Crop prospects continue favourahblo in the re-
mainder of the affected tracts. Numbers on relief worls
‘decreasing, numbers on gratuitous relief increasing.”

THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.

The Mansion House Fund for the relicf of the Indian famine

sufferers amounted on Wednesday night to £353,200.
THE “INVESTORS’ REVIEW” FUND.

We take the following from the current issue (Augnst 11) of
the Investors’ Review :— :

Subjoined is the list and amount of subscriptions received
for our little fund up to date. May we aguin repeat that it is
a fund, every farthiug of which will be put to good uses,
especially in helping the starved cultivators to replace their
lost cattle, and that the more help we can give in this direction
the sooner will the distressed provinces and Native States—for
they cannot be forgotten in the present misery—recover some
of their ancient prosperity ? Cheques and postal orders should

be drawn to A. J. Wilson, crossed Union Bank of Londom,
Famine Fund Account.
Ligm oF SUBSCRIPTIONS.
1\t.IAr.m:a:.nt acknowledged last week ..

Ao Sl gl L

e 10 0
. Total to date oo R DT

Remittances should be made to Mr. A. J. Wilson, Investors’
Review office, Norfolk House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C.

APPEAL BY THE BISHOP OF HEREFORD.

The subjoined lstter has been sent to every incumbent in the
Hereford diocess :—

Dear Brother,—The accounts of the famine in India which continue
to arrive are so heartrending that I am moved to suggest the appro-
priateness of a special appeal to our people at the time of their harvest
thanksgiving. Although many of our parishes have already sent
liberal contributions, I believe that they would still desire to give
additional help and that all would welcome the opportunity of giving
something at this season in aid of thoso suffering multitudes who are
slowly dying of starvation, while we have bread enough and to spare,
and I should be glad if we could make up a substantial diocesan fund
from our harvest thank-offerings. I would not ask or suggest that
your annual offertory should be taken away from the good cause to
which you may be in the habit of giving it, as true charity requires
that our ordinary good works should go on uninterrupted and un-
diminished by thess. special appeals to which we make a special
response. My hope is that if you could announce to your parishioners
beferehand either that some portion of the harvest thanksgiving
offertories or gome additional offering at this thanksgiving season
would be sent to relieve the famine-stricken people of India, aud
if you were to explain in some detail the nature and extent of the
suffering that is orying to us for relief the hearts of your parishioners,
rich and poor alike, would be so touched by the contrast between
their own happier lot and the sad and sore burden of those who are
perishing and seeing: their children perish from starvation and cholera
that their offerings would be exceptionally generous. Thus while
help would be given to our patient and starving fellow-subjects your
good work at home would not suffer. All experience shows how
ready and how generous is the response of our people to the cry

of want or suffering when it reaches their hearts, and in the sad
| plight of Tndis at this moment we have one of the most touching
appeals that I remember. Should you be able to respond to my
invitation T ghall be glad to take charge of any contribution from
your parish and add it to a harvest thanksgiving fund from the
diocese of Hereford and forward i5 to the proper Indian authorities
for distribution to the best advantage. Those authorities—in other
words, civilian officials, doctors, missionaries, soldiers, and others,
men and women—are fighting the gaod fight there and doing a brave
and saving work, risking their lives in it every day. Such workers
and their work are the real glory of our Empire, and their example
may well stir us to give, as God has prospered ns here in our highly
favoured English life. As T write thia lefter T see it reported by the
Viceroy that on July 28 the number of persons receiving relief was
6,266,000, and that during the week ending July 21, 11,413 deaths
from cholera occurred in our own famine-stricken districts and the
Native States. To grasp the practical meaning of such appalling
figures as these or fo gain any idea of the auffering they represent is
for us in our circamstances almost impossible. It is as if here af
home the entire population of Wales and Iraland, or, let us say, eight
times the whole population of Herefordshire, Shropshire, and,
Wor ira had at this to be kept alive by Government
relief; and the deathroll from cholera of the one wesk ending July 21

is equivalent to mora than half of the inhabitants of the city of
Hereford, or just about one-tenth of the population of the whole
connty. As we think of all those thousands meeting starvation,

ditense, death, entire families together, in their long-suffering

patience, with hardly a cry or complaint, while we are joining im

our harvest thanksgivings and saying with mare or less of serious

thought “What shall T reunder unto the Lord for all the bsnefits

that He hath done unto me?’” the contrast will surely move us to

give generously out of the pity of a thaniful heart. To the figurse

quoted aboye I may add the testimony offa personal friend of my

own, who has lately returned from a visit of eleven wesks' duration
to the famine-stricken districts. He writes to me as follows :—

¢“The parts of India which are threatened with a second year of
famine were in & fterrible condition when I visited them in May.
The people of Gujerat, in the north of the Bombay Presidency, were
dying in great numbers from starvation and famine diseases, and
cholera was and still is carrying thousands of them off every week.
The cholera dsaths thronghont ths Bombay Presidency and its Native
States are 50,000 2 month. Their plough cattle were mostly dead,
and hardly any of the milch cattle were left. Ploughing is doubly out
of the question now that the monsoon has failed ; but tho want of

milk will mean death for many of the children. The miss of the



92

INDIA.

[August 17, 1900.

.
people will have somehow to be kept alive for many months to come.
They are so reduced that it will really he almost a case of nureing
them through the erisis. The ordinary famine rations are not
nourishing enough for people in such a state. There are nearly two
and a-half millions of people in the British protectorate where things
are worst. In Kathiawar, which is Native territory, I believe that
matters are, if possible, even more serious. An Englishman who has
‘large interests there, and who hes been doing much to lkeep the
people alive, wrote to me on June 29 :—¢ Already the cxy for food is
getting beyoud control, and by the end of nextimonth my funds will
be exhausted. T feel very sad, and am filled with fear and snxiety
for the lives of thosewho are striving to keep from diseaseand starya-
tion. The majority are respectabls poor, a class very hard to deal
with, and yet absolutely dependenti vn a charity that doesnot reach
them and canrot reach them through ordinary chanmels; and it is
here where private efforts are wanted to supplement the best offorts
of Government. The failure of a second monsoon would bring: the
most appalling consequences to Gujerat and Kathiawar, and turn them
into barren deserts.  Should even favourable rains fall at once we can
now look for no amelioration of the people’s prospects before
Noyember. Rain in the middle of Angust would ayail nothing for
monscon crops er planting, though is might help-the winter crops.’
There will bo two and {lwee-quarter millions of people to be looked
after, in Kathiawar, and another three millions, T am afraid, in the
smaller Native States of Gujerat. It is simply impossible to describo
the heroic patience and courage of the people. They are heart-
broken by the loss of everything; but so long as a fraction of an
anna i3 to be earned by any scrt of lahonr they will work on, ex-
heansted as they are, sooner than comse on relicf. T never saw or
imagined such fortitude as they are showing under such feerful con-
ditions. - If ouly Englishmen could see the way they are taking it
there would be no need to appeal for help. Barods snd & great part of
Rajputena are slsofaced by another famive year, and here oo the con~
dition of the peaple is piteous. In partsof Rajputana the cholera has
carvicd off ten per cent. of them, and all oyer this huge avea thg
cettle haye died of starvation. Searcely any are left, and there can
be little pleughing done even if the yains come. And now it appears
from Tiord Curzan’s latess telegram that in the South- Western
Punjab the crops are in imminent danger from want of rain, whilst
in the Central Provinces, Berar, and Hyderabad good crops can only
be Hoped for if'the monsoon improyves. In other words, a second
year of famine iy certain for the western tracts, and every dey that
passes without rain darkens the outlook for the northern und central
parts of India.”?

Thig letter was wrilten on July 30. Since fhen, owing to more
abundant reing, the prospect for next year is apparently improved in
some of the districts ; bub at the very best the condition of the people
for many months must be snch as may well move our pity beyond tho
_power of words. Never were the words of ths Roman poet more
applicuble, “Sunt lacrymae reruan et menlen mortalia tangunt’’ (*“There
aro tears for (rouble, and human gorrows touch the, heart*?).— Yours
sincerely, J. HEREFORD.

«THE INDIAN FAMINE AND FINANOE.”

Under this heading the fvrring Fost publishes the following:
fit

letiter:—

Sir,—Tt uzed to be o juke with us Englishmen, T remember, in the
days of the Sccond Empire that the prosperity budget annually pro-
duced was always dated two or three years a head. Tt wus a disereet
postponement. — We, however, are apparently never tived of using
this same device in relation fo Indian finance.  But for some unfores
geen gecurrence, which will persist in taking place, there would have

“been a surplus last year, the year before, this year; hub beyond any
peradyenture there will bo a furplus next Fear, ov the year after, or
the year aiter that. Then, in the fulness of time and the Bxchequer,
there will be a reduction of taxation. But—and 80 on, “notwithe
standing,”” “we look at it in this way,’” etc., world without end !
Now thab sorb of thing has been going o, to my certain knowledge,
ever sines the Queen tool over the Government of India from the
East India Company in 1858 Lord Georgs Heamilton gave us another
examplo of thie postponed prosperity dodge in the Houseof Commons ;
and 1 have very lifle doubt that five or six years hence, unless the
economic collapse which iy close on us oceurs in the meantime, some
oiher glib fignre-manipulator will bs enlarging in the same place on
the same finuncial phenomena in the same way. The result of all

. this optimiem, however, hag boen o succession of deficits, & continuous

heavy drain of foreign tribute, however necessary it muy be, constitute
logeiher far too heavy & burden on British India these awful famines
will continue to extend and exsend and extend, as they have done for
the past two and forty years, with ever-increasing rapidity. 1o un-—
precedented loss of cattle in this present famine—there are still six
million two hundred thousand people ou the reliet works—cannot fail
to place the impoverished people &t a tremendous disadvantage in
tilling their petty holdings and in endeavouring to make up for this
ruinous year; seeing that without their ploughing cattls tillage is
almost impossible for the bull of the population. I trust, therefors,
{that even if the mousoon should have brought plentegus rain your
readers will not imagine that the danger of an economic catastrophe
in India is by any means averted. Quae word more. Anyoue would
think, to read Lord Georgo Hamilton’sspeech or to hear what Anglo-
Indisms commonly say on. the subjest, thut we were supplying the
meney and food necessary for the relief works, possibly even that all
this foll from Heaven like the manna of the Israelitesin response toour
earnest supplications. As a matter of fact, however, every ferthing
of the money and every ounca of the food is contributed by the natives
of India themselves. All we Hnglishmen do is to distribute if,
charging very high rates indeed for our administration, as well as for
the transport. Lt us bear in mind throughout that economically we
contribute nothing to India. All e do in this regard, apars from
£8300,000 of charity, is to drain away her wealth withouf return and
lend her back her own abstracted capital at interest. Surely, if ever
there were & casc for an Tmperial grant, orrather for the suspension of
the rninous Imperial drawings in this year of awful famine, the case
of British India to-day is that case.—Yours, etc.,H

9, Queen Arne’s Gate, July 28. . M. HyNDIAN.

Jmyperial Parliament.

Tuesday, August 7.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THE FAMINE.

Sir MAxCEERTEE BuowNAGunsu asked the Secretary of Slate for
India if he had any further information about the rainfall in the
districts affcoted by the famine in Todia, and whether the prospects
of [lie ensuing crops were improved :

And if he had received from Tiord Curzon any reports regarding
his inspection last week of the affected provinces in Western India.

Tiord G. Haarrnwox : The Goyernment of Tndia telegraph as follows =
“Hamine. Very decided improvement in last ten days through
sudden opportune renewed advance of the mongpon. The rain which
has fallen is ample for present agricultural requirements in Gujeraf,
also in the greater part of Rajputana and Central India, Sowings
being actively prosecuted, so far as searcity of plough bullocks
permits. If present fayourable couditions continus, considerable
aubumn crops will be secured and tension will relax.” On August 6
the Governor of Bombay reported that ©rainfall continuss in affected
area. Agricultural oporations arc progressing satisfactorily in
Gujerat, Panch Mahals, and Kathiawar, Blsowhero egricaltural
prospects are encouraging. Numbera on relief worls and gratuitous
zelief increased.” 1 have mot yebt received from the Vicercy any
special reports regarding whati he has witnessed during the inspections
he i now making in the famine districts. ¥

THE GUARANTEED RATLWAYS.

M. MaoNmirz asked the Seerctary of State for India whether, in
the transactions whereby the property end interes's of the Great
Indian Peninsula Railway Company were taken over and acquired
by the Government of India, account was taken of the debt due to
the Btate in respect of sums advanced from India’s general revenues
to make up the dividends guaranteed to the company or for other
PUTPOBES

And seeing that the aggregate totul of these advances to the
three remaining guaranteed companies (including the Great Indian
Peninsula) still amonnted to over Rix. 35,000,000, could he state what
means, if any, were there by which the Indian revenuos might recover
the amount of those advaness.

Tord G. Hamtrmon : Under eontract of November 20, 1870, between
the Secretary of State for India in Council and the Great Indian
Peninsula Railway Cumpany, the Company zave up its right to more
thun half the suplus profits in the event of #dvances of interest heing
entirvely repaid, and in return the Governnient abandoned all claim to

dncrenee of taxation, & series of famines qnits unp dented i all the
long history of Hindustan, and a growth of the amount of the drain
of produce from. India withous any commercial veturn until it has
now attiined the colossal total of £30,000,000 & year. In view of the
“frightful facts in reference to the present famine adduced sven by the
Bearetary of State for India, is it not absolutely ineumbent on 118 as g
people fo take account in earnest of what is' going on in our great
dependency P Tf T am right in my contentions—and nobody in your
columns or elgewhere has yeb proved them to be incorrect—we o~
* gelves are manufacturing poverty and famine in British India by the
tremendous drain of wealth for home charges and the remittances on
privats acconnt. Defisient rainfall induces seavoity ; our tion of

Ay t of such adyvances in any other manner. Similar arrange=-
ments ‘were made with the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India an
Madras Railway Compenies. ;

COOPER'S HILL ENGINEBERS.

Mr. Kmreer asked the Secrefary of State for Indis whether his
attention had been called to a Despatch No. 15, P.. W., dated
28-1-90, from the Government of Indin, dealing with matters to be
brought before the Select Oommittee of the House of Commons, and
specially affecting the claims of the Jooper’s Hill Bngineets:

And v

trigute, with its inevitable of
oyer-taxation, converts that scaveity into famine.
aise thag our foreign rule, however good if may be

Y and
Until we recog-
in iteelf, and our

hether the evid therein contained was laid before that
Committee ; and, if not, why it was withheld.
* Liord G. Haomron : The question as to the selection of papers to
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e laid before the Select Committee in 1890 was, T believe, very care-
fully considered by my predecessor in office, and all papers bearing
on the snbject under disussion, which it was thought could be
published withont prejudice to the interest of the public service, were
produced. I am mot prepared, at this distance of time, fo re-open
the question.

Mr. Knmer: Can the noble lord say whether the despatch in
question was included in the papers laid before the Committee ?

TLord G. Hastrzon: I think it was not included.

INDIAN STUDENTS AT COOPER'S HILL.

Sir Mancaerren Brmowyicenen asked the Secretary of State for
Tndia whafher any alterstions had been made recensly in the regula-
tions for the admission of students to the Royal Engincering College,
Cooper’s Hill ; and, if so, would he state the particulars regarding

expenditure heen i d, and would P: t have an opportunity
to consider tlie proposal for these new pensions.
ord G. Haxryron : No resolution to the effect suggested has heen
passed though the question of adding to the pecuniary attractions of
these two appointments for persons nob in the permanent employ
of the Government has been under consideration.
Should it be deemed adyisable to take the action indicated, the
Secretary of State in Council will be guided by the requirements
of the Statutes defining his powers in respect of Tudian Expenditure.

Wednesday, Avgust 8,
HOUSE OF LORDS.
THE QUEEN’S SPEECH ON THE FAMINE AND
THE PLAGUE.
The Queen’s Speech on the prorogation of Parliament, read by the
Lord Ch 11 d the following references to Tndia :—

the same, and also whether they tend to impose any on
the entrance of students from India to the college, and on their
passing through it to the several departments of public service for
which they had been hitherto eligible.

Tord G. Fawivton: The college wes established to supply from
this country officers for the Public Works Departments in India.
Colleges were also sef up in India to supply Native officers for the
same departments, and at these colleges na Huropeans were allowred
t0 be trained. Recently thera was a rnsh of Tndian students to the
Cooper's Hill College. Finding that in the past few years one
Ntive etudent had on the average got into the Public Works Depart-
ment through Cooper's Hill, T fixed for the future two appointments
a5 the number to be annually competed for by them. Thus the main
objsck i maintained for which the college was established, viz, the
annual provision of European officers for these departments, whilst
ab the same time no restriction is imposed upon the limit of Indian
students. d

THE INDIAN TROOPS FOR CHINA.

Mr. Bucmanax asked the Secretary of Stute for India what would be
the ccmposition of the force of the Third Indian Brigade now placed
under orders for China, and would if consist of British or Native troops;
would the expences of this fores also be borne by the Imperial lix-
chequer : 5 5

And, what steps would be forthwith taken to supply this further
depletion of the defeusive forces of India,

TLord G. Hasorrox : The composition of the Third Indian Brigade
now undér orders for China will be four Native infantry regiments.
The expenses of this foree will be borag by the Tmiperial Txchequer.

As the Reserve of the Native army was below the fixed establish-
ment;, T have anthorised a temporary addition to it of 4,000 Native
infantry.

PRESBYTERIAN SOLDIERS AT GARRISON STATIONS.

My, Jares A. Caxesurr asked the Secretary of State for Tndia
whether ho could yot say what action the Government of India had
resolyed to take on the subject on which representations had been
made by the General Assombly of the Church of Scotland, as to in-
sufficient provision in India of special churches or the use of garricon
churchies for services for Presbyterian scldiers at gawison stations.

Tord G. Haurrron : The intenti of the G t of India
have been fully explained in the correspondence laid before Parlia-
ment, viz., to establich equality of treatmeut, so far as the provision
and use of churches is conmecerned, between the Church of Eugland
and fhe Church of Scotland. As regards fncreased accommodation,
it is proposed to build Presbyterian churches at Rawal Pindi, Sisikote
and Cherat. Enguiries are being instituted on this peint elsesvhere.

CONSERVATION OF MONSOON FLOODS.

Mr. H. J. Wizsox (on behalf of M. Souttar) asked the Secretary
of State for India whethor any proposals had been made or prajects
prepared for conzervation by dams or reservoirs of the waters of the
Nerbudda and Tapti rivers, the monsoon floods of which were now
rushing to the sea through the Central Provinces and Gujerat, whera
the people and cattle had been perishing for want of water;

And, it no such plans had as yet been propesed, would the Indian
Government consider whether it might even yet be practicable to
store and utiliss some portion of the volume of water which would
otherwise be largely wasted.

Lord G. Hasgrron: I am not aware as to what plans of the kind
mentioned muy exist; but enquiry shall be mads of the Indian
Government on the subject. My own impression is that those rivers
are not well adapted for such works.

PROPOSED PENSIONS FOR THE LAW AND FINANCE
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.

Mr. MacNwmmn asked the Secretary of Stete for India whether he
would state when and whence the proposuls originated to ihe effect that
the Law and Finance Members of the Supreme Excontive Council in
India were each to have pensions of £750 after their five years
of office terminate, and whether the present incumbents of those posts
were o receiye these new pensions:

And, by what authority had this permanent addition to Indian

The Britisk and other Legations at Pekin bave been unexpectedly
attacked by an inswgent mob, and it is feared that many of their
inmates have been murdered. How far Clinese authorities were
accomplices in this atrocious crime, and whether the British Minister
and his family have been among the victims, are matters that are
still in some uncertainty. The ufmost efforts will be made by myself
and my Allies to visit with worthy punishiment the authors of this
,unezampled crime. I have sent a considerable force of British and
Indian troops to assist in protecting the interests of Europeans in
that conntry, and have largely reinforced my squadron in those

In wy Indian dominions the failure of the rains last autumn has
caused intense aud prelonged disiress over a large part of the country.,
Strenuous and persistens endeavour has been made by my Govern-
ments to relieve suffering and prevent starvation. The self-denying
efforts of my officers, and of the many private persons who have
joined in the relief operations, deserve the Lighest commendation.

Though the #all of rain this season has been abnormally late, it is
Loped that its volume may be sufficient to rapidly curtail the present
avea of distrezs, and zestore to the people their previous mesus of
Tivelihood.

The epidemic of plague continues, but the extent and virulence of
the disease haye decreased, and therc has been a marked diminution”
in the mortaliby.

THE “INDIAN BUDGET DEBATE.”
SOME OPINIONS OF THE BRITISH PRESS.
STRONG ADVOCACY OF ‘A NATIONAL GRANT.

Tae “Trues.' ¢

There never was a time when it was more impsrative to make it
clear that Hngland’s duty to Indiz, any more than India's duty to
FEngland, is not to be measured out by azithmetical and economical
Tt ceriainly seems to us that the case for a grant
in aid to India under existiog couditions is very strong. It
is not possible, happily, to affirm that Iudia has been reduced
to orifical straits, much less fo the verge of bankvuptey, by the
disiress’ with which the Goveroment, is now resolusely grappling.
But the sirain has been undoubtedly severe, and it is on this
ground that the Secrotary of State and the Viceroy made, some
time ago, a forcible appeal to the liberality of tha people of the
United Kingdom. Itis to be regretted that the demands made upon
public generosity in connexion with the war in South Africa have
inevitably resiricied the amount of the contributions in relief of the
Iadien famine. The Mansion Homse Fund hes not yet re
£340,000. . . . Why should not Parliument vot: a sum, not in of
the finances of India, but for the same purposes as those for which
Tovd George Hamilton has asked the public o contribute to the
Mansion House Tund ? The need which was felt when the Secretary
of State made bLis appeal to the Liord Mayor more than half
a_year ago is more urgent now than it was then. Setting aside
all questions of Indian finaree and taxation, why should nof, as Sir
FHenry Bowler said in the recent debate, “‘a payment ba made
by Greab Britain fo her great dependency to help her in this
greut emorgency P77 . . - . We may have to make s call, at no
distant day, npon the fidelity and devotion of our Indian fellow-
subjects, from the prince to the peasant, and we have every reason
to believe that the answer will not be disappcinting. Bat wlhen we
welcome genercus and uncalculating loyalty, it is unwiss fo put
fg:];:nrd the Tmperial Government in the character of Mr. Gradgrind.
Guly 28.) 3

THE ‘¢ STANDARD.”

A vresponse, not in itself meagre, has been made to the appeal
jssued for private subscriptions for this voluntary fund ; hut, relatively
to the nesd, it has not reached the desired smouut. Even if the
Maxnsion House were in n position fo send several millions to be dis-
pensed by the local charitable Committces, the question would still
rempin whether the Nation as a nation ought not to come to the
rescue of India. The issue was raised in a precise form by Mr.
Souttar’s Amendment last night, and we must own to much regret
that the attitude of Ministers was discouraging, and that, on a
Division, the proposal was rejected by one hundred and twelys to
sixty-five. It was left to the Ohancellor of the Exchequer to offer a -

detailed defence of the ungracious courso adopted. Bub Lord George
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5 ilton was, of course, mnable to dissociate himself from the
;Ioilt:y of the Cubinet. Yet the considerations advanced by the two
Statesmen will not be found generally convircing. . . . Tt is not the
relative condition of the finances of the two countries that is the
ariterion ; but the relative wealth and prosperity of the rsspective
populations. In spite of our Deflcits, we are waxing, as a com-
munify, rich, wheroas tho average mative of India, nofwithstanding
the neat appearance of the Calcutta account books, i8 exceptionally
poor. What would be to us a small loss would mean to the rayat
the disappearance of his margin of subsistence. Apart from the
practical cogency of its claim to succour, India would welcoms and
value a grant from Imperial funds as a mark of national sympathy.
By a comcidence, the employment of Indian troops in China, which
thus become chargeable to us, and the arrangement in accordance
with the recommendation of the Welby Commission—whereby a sum
of about a-quarter of a million is to be annually paid by the Imperial
to the Calcutta Exchequer, combine to relieve the sirain. But 1t' is
Dot assistance of the sort that carries with it the evidence of goodwill.
(July 27.)

Tag ‘“ DAy NEWS.”

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach gaid in the debate that it was his duty to
protect tho British taxpayer, and that he could see no reason for
helping India at the present time. The deficit in Indian finances
was, he said, five millions. The finances of the United Kingdom last
yenr showed a deficiti of fourteen millions sterling. 1Tt is thirty-six
millions this year. Where, then, is the money to come from? Sir
Michael did not, of-course, ask the question with any hope of getting
an answer. It was his method of indicating that there were no
available funds. Lord George Hamilton does not discharge the
functions imposed npon a Secretary of State. Tnstead of standing nup
and braving the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he argues against the
demand of' India as if he were not the only representative of the
Indian people. Voting money to India in ordinary circumstances
would, no doubt, be a mistake. It would lead to extravaganco,
demoralization and waste. But the present circumstances are pecnliar
and considering what Sic Michael has allowed in the shape of doles
to the landowning class, his present rigidity is not impressive. He
had a majority in the lobby, but public opinion will not support him,
even thongh Mr. Balfour came to his assistance.—(July 27.)

Tae ¢ MANcHESTER GUARDIAN.’

On grounds of sound finance it wonld be impossible to quarrel with
the line adopted by Lord George Hamilton and the Chancellor of the
TExchequer with regard to the proposal for a free grant from the
Imperial Exchequer. No doubs it is right enough in normal times
that Tndia should have to make her own way and cut her coat
according to her cloth. Buti there are two qualifications to be borne
in mind in the present case. In the first place, we are dealing with a
great emergency, and the maxims and platitudes which are suitable
to everyday conditions are no guide to the course to be adopted in
dealing with a catastrophe the like of which the modern world has
never seen. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach is alarmed lest the grant
proposed by Mr. Souttar should demoralise the financial policy of the
Indian Government and lead them to look to us for fresh subventions.
‘We should haye thought that the daugers of an appeal to private
liberality were of much the same kind, seeing that every penny
contributed by the public relieves the Goy o bligati
But, after all, the Goyernment of India is carried on by Englishmen,
and there i the India Council and the Tndia Office to keep them
straight. For the rest, the people of India are starviug, and the
resources of the Government, even with the loan of £3,000,000 to
oarry on with Lill Qctober, are nearly exhausted. And the other
point is ccarcely less important. Justice is better than charity, and
we should all be glad if Ind'a were able to dispense with a freo grant
and trim her sails for the storm. But then we do uob happen to have
exercised justice in our relations with India. We have made her
carry her own burdens and ours as well. We haye looked to the
broken and poverty-stricken peasantry of India to keep up our
Tmperial establishment, and it is unfair when the crash comes to meet
her with the cool assurance thatin a strict observance in the matter of
balancing accounts the way of salvationlies. When we have balanced
our own accounts with India it will be time enough for us to {alk.
‘W are glad to see that Sir Henry Fowler drove homo this point in
the debate last night.— (July 27.)

Trg Dy CmroNrors.”

Lord George Hemilton will not unloose his purse-steings until
India comes and sues on her knees to him for aid, instead of using
the Viceray's silence as an opportunity for spontaneous generosity.
Sir Henry Fowler, with a wider grasp of the situation, held that an
Tmperial grant is pecessary in order that the rich people in this
couniry who are mot charitable may be made to contribute to the
burdens of Empire against their will. Moreover, as he stated, quite
apart from generosity the barest justics requires that wo should con-
tribute to India’s revenues more than we Go 2t present. It has just
been decided to pay India a quarter of a million for the Tmperial uses
to which we put her army. Reckoning on a proportionate basis of
xevenue to military expenditure for the whole Humpire, Indiu is over-
taxed for military purposes to the extent of six millionsa year. That
we owe India ag a debb even more than Mr. Souttar propuses to
confer on her as a gift. But if, whether as a right or as a gift, we
refuse India the aid she requires in the hour of her need, we shall be
shirking onr share of ¢‘the white man’s burden’” and proving our-
selyes unworthy of the responsibilities of Empire.—(July 27.)

Tee “Ditwy Gzarmro.” .

There is nothing in the Indian Sccrstary’s speech to suggest that
her Majesty’s Government is even yet prepared to give adequate
agsistance to the greatest dependency of the Crown. The sum of
£3,000,000 is to be borrowed by India on the security of Indian
revenues. If that proves insufficient, her Mujesty’s Government will
th®n consider what they can do to help India. Thisis not tho spirit
in whi.eh the princes and the peoples of India have treated this

country. When the war in South Africa began people in India did-
not wait to see how soon Grost Britain would cxhaust her berrowing
powers. They eagerly subsoribed money to bring succour to wounded
British roldiers, by whose side they would gladly have fought if they
had been permitted to do so. The Indian Government has also played
its part. It was the soldiers borrowed from the Indian establishment
who saved Natal from being completely overrun by the Boers, and
other soldiers borrowed from India are, in the same way, the first on
the scene to defend the interests of the Empire in China. is-
splendid help we have received from India with lip gratitude; but
when it is proposed that the nation should make a national gift to
India to help her in her sore distress, the responsible Minister informs
the world that ‘¢ India’s borrowing powers are not yet exhausted.’”
(July 27.) G
TrE “ MorNING LEADER,”
If the speeches of Tord George Hamilton and Sir Michael Hicks-
Boach woro cmphatic, they were absurdly inconclusive. They
amounted in fact to an elaborate missing of ths point. Briefly, the
argument was that, as the Government of India has not asked for
money, and is not in want of money, it would be a dangerous.
precedent for Parliument to vote a grant. This, we suy, is a missing
of the point because, as we have pointed out over and over again,
nobody proposes a grant to the Government of India. What is-
wanted is a grant to supplement the private charity which has sub-
seribed for the present famine only about one-third of what it sub-
gcribed for the far less severe famine of three years ago. The Famine
Code in India draws a sharp line between the reliaf operations of the
Government (that is, the taxpayers) and the relief operations of
private bonevolence. Lord George Hamilton insists frequently enough:
on this distingtion. But he conld not or would nof see that it was
for the second and not for the first kind of work thab a national grant
was requested yesterday. (July 27.)

Tur ‘“ OrsERvER.”

‘We trust that the refusal of the (Government to make any con-
tribution from the Imperial Bxchequer to the Indian Famine Funds
will not be maintaine(f This is no time for financial pedantry. The
Indian Government has already spent thirteen millions sterling in an
unsuccessful struggle with the calamity that has overtaken multitudes
of the Indian people. Indian finances show a deficit of £860,000,
which is to be covered by a loan. Bub our respousibility to India
will not be adequately discharged by an Imperial gusrantes for that
loan. DMr. Balfour says that help for the starving Natives is a
matter for private charity. Private charity has subscribed only
£340,000 to the Mansion Honse Relief Fund, which is a poor con-
tribution towards the sustenance of six million lives. Why should
not the House of Commons vote a national grant in aid? Lord
George Hamilton bas admitted that some such course would have to
be taken if the Indian Government were to say frankly that it was
unable to cope with the evil. Why not do as an act of grace what
may haye to he done on the spur of necessity ? (July 29.)

¢ ConMERCE.”’

In our hour of need the princes aud the pecple of India have come:
forward nobly to our aid, both with men and with money. Cerfainly
the Government refused to accept the offer ¢f 10,000 men, which the
Viceroy offered for scrvice in South Africa, but that does not detrach
irom the spontancons responsa to the ¢ call to arms?? of the people of
India, and now, in the crisis in China, it is to native Indian soldiers
that we male appeal, and it i3 upon them that we rely. Mr. Souttar
proposed a free grant of five millions, and why should not the nation
grant this—not to help Indian finances, but to supplement the relief
funds? ‘We are o proud of our Imperialism that we are spending
millions svithoust stinti to increase our Empire in South Africa, but for
onr Indian Empira the Government refuses any State aid whatever.
Would it not bs wiser and more in the spivit of patriotism to carb-
the expenditure in South Africa ; be open-hearted and open-handed
in our treatment of our Indian fellow subjects and so bind them closer-
to us by ties of gratitude? (Augustl.)

Tue ‘“Yorxsmme Posr.”’

We regret that the Government do not at present see their way to
offer direct pecuniary assistance to India in her desperate need. Tord
George Hamilton stated in the House of Commons last evening that
he will at once offer & loan of £3,000,000 in behalf of India, and that
if lenders are not forthcoming he will Lave to appesl to the Tmperial
Government—whether to lend the sum or to give it he does not say.
Doubtless a loan would be of service, but it would lack the grace of
2 gift to the six millions who are sayved from staryation only by pub-
lic relief. Tt is not a question of whether this counfry actnally owes.
financial aid to India. That is a matter that might be discussed if
space would allow ; we draw no direct tribute from India, but prob-
ably India pays more than she can properly afford to pay for the
excellent seryices rendered to her. Probably also sho pays for the
muintenance of troops required mot for her defence against foreion
Powers g0 much as to preserve our authority over her populations.
But we place the matter on other grounds, and chief among them the
desirability of showing Tndia that the Imperial Grovernment is not
merely a ruler, bub alco stands in maternal relationship, ready to con-
sider and meet the need of those who guffer through no faulf of their
own.— (July 27.)

THE ¢ BRADFORD OBSERVER.”

The sum total of the debate, it is to be feared, is on the one side to
emphasise the magnitude of the evil from which India has suffered,
anl muss for an indefinife period continue to suffer ; whils, on the
other side, it appears to indicate on the part of the Government a
shifty desire to shirk as far as possible the response to claims which
are eecond to none of those now pressing on us. To Lord George
Hamilton’s picture of the famine as one of unparalleled dimensions
and severity, earrying death and ruin to more than sixty millions of

people, it Is not necessary to add afresh the tragic and harrowing:
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details which are unhappily only too familiar to most of us. The
Ministerial presentation of the crying need for help may be ncpeptedf
as sufficient, if not complete ; but this only makes the dislocation of
the remedial section of his speech the more painfully apparent.
(July 27.)

 Brramyaman Datiy Post.”

It is interesting to note that Tndia has sayed considerably by the
removal of the British contingent of the army to South Africa; bub
Lord G. Hamilton frankly admitted that it may become necessary to
apply to the Imperial Bxchequer for aid, but whether as a free grant
or a8 a loan he was uot prepared to say. That ke had nop _yet asked
for an Tmperial grant he defended on grounds of policy in the
interests of India, though on this point he found himself in opposition
to Six H. Fowler, who argued that a grant to India, not as & matter
of duty, 'sut as an oxpression of sympathy, would haye been a wise
thing to do a8 a matter of State policy. An amendment proposing a
grani of £5,000,000 was discussed at some length. Tn any case, there
sbould be no delay in transferring to thes Indian accouwt the £250,000
which the Commission on Indian finance has reported as being dus
drom the Imperial funds.—(July 27.)

Tas ‘¢ Wesrzry Dirry Muroumy.”’

Tho Houge of Commons is permilted to debate the Indian Budgat,
but it has no power fo alter it, as it hes become law months beforo its
provisions are expounded by the Indian Seeretary. The opportunity
is offered, however, for making suggestions and moving amendments,
though our Indian Scarctarice are usually the most immobile of
statesmen, and regard even the most gentle criticismas tho impertinence
of outsiders. There are private members in the House who have
Jived in Tndia, studied Indian questions, held office in India, and
visited it frequently since they retired from official work, Their
views are genervus, sound, and baged on hroad. knowledge ; whereas
the Indian Secrctary may have never been to India at all. Yet the
latter always treats the former as if they were ignorant, incapable of
judging, and allogether to be pushed aside. ‘Ihis conduot 38 never
absent, Tt cccurs every time the Indign Budget. comes cn. It
occurred last night. Lord George Flamilton has a mauner in the

House thal combines hanghtiness with the narrowest self-sufficiency,

and the most orabbed temper. He has the official habit of regarding
1t a8 a liberal education to be permitted to read the circulars and
memoranda of the Indian Government at Aist hand. To differ from
such an authority is like quavrelling with something loffy and super-
mundane. This attitude is unfavourable to the reception of adyice.
— (July 27.)

Ton ¢ Norrryemasr Darry Exprrgs.”

How long is tho Government to persist in its refusal to make an
Imperial famine grant to India? Tiord George Hamilton has told us
that it Indin hevsalf is nnable to cope with the famins such a step
will bs tuken, but to wait until we ara driven to it by necessity will
xob the dct of half its grace, The sums subseribed by private charity
20 only a small way towards relieving tho widespread dislress, and it
is the duty of the Imperial Government to help Tndia in her hour of
neadys The Government pleads that it would vialate the: code
of financial orthodoxy to make such a grant. Ministers hud no such
soruples when they gave dolss to fayoured sections of thoir own. sup-
poxters.  Millions have heen thrown away on class legislation of thig
8sort, but whex it is India who wants a dole {he Government discover
all at once that such a thing is highly incorrech. In this display of
‘“unctuons rectitude ** they outdo Mr. Pecksnift himself.—(July 30.)

THE ““Norrxamiar GuinprAN.’?

“Ihe Indian Government has grappled with (lie famine in a remark-
ably snecessful manner, and ia comparison with the magnitude of
the disaster, the loss of life will he slight.  But it must now devoto
its energies to preventive measures, The people would be able to
protect themselves it they wers not 5o poor as to be dependent upon
every single year’s harvest for a living. They have nothing in
zeserye, and, therefore, when ke crops fail they are almost af once
rednced to staryation. = We do nob at present see how the lot of the
people is to be 5o improved as to render them independent of any
singls| vear’s supply, bub it is perfectly clear that the work of famine
prevention is the one that now rests mosk Eeayily upen the Indian
Government.— (July 27.) 5

“RoyNorps’s Wrnkny Nawsearse.'?

It is a mockery to talk aboub & Budget at all in connection with a
land where the wretched population is dyin 2 by the thousand of din-
ease or starvation. 1t was proposed {het this country should make a
free gramt of five millions to help in saving some of the doomed:
wretches alive, but of cource the Government opposed any such pro-
posul,  ‘We can spare about one hundred millions in order to exiermi.
aate the Boers in the inferests of the German-Jow capitalists, bus we
oannot vote one lalipenny to satisfy the Lunger of the Rarying
Hindus. They want bread and we give thom missionaries ! Mr,
Chamberlain’s war is ko costly that we can do nothing for the viotims
of Lord George Hamilton's famine. We can spend eny amonnt on
Kiynoeh’s ammunition for killing a brayo. race fighting for freedom,
but cannot spare a sixpence for food for a hunger-stricken continent
desolated by discase! Surely such a monstrons and iniquitous
Iypocrisy will nob much Jonger bo allowed to affront the face of
Heaven.—(July 29.)

“MANGHEESTER Fvexing News.’

-Beach, in an ungenerous spirit, opposed the amend-
He produced figures which were dowbtless pertinent if not

show that while the resources of India iteelf ‘were not
yeb exbansted, it might be a Sentimentel, bub it would ngt be a.
sensible ﬂnug.tu provide go large a dols at the cost of the nation. Tet
ihe Flouse wait until the Indian Goyernment, declaved that its purse
Was emply and its credit exl & Mz, Magl d with him

Sir M, Hicks:
ment.

ather memhers—protested against such a parsimonious course. No-
comparison was 1;msrsible hetween the wea}th of Britain 5md the
pover the Hindu peasant. Had not all in the So!Jtl’I’A.incan w_vsﬁ'
aceepted gifts? Had not the Government, taken ‘‘relief’’ for Englis!
and Trish landlords out of the National Exchequer? Not to accept
the amendment would be a policy unworth;lr of this grg;ttggsglg.
The d; 't was vi pported g bed.-
Eyentually on & division it was rejected, 66 voting for and 112
against it. Nevertheless has service been rendered by its supporters
to the cause of suffering India ; and, we venture to add, scarcely less
gervice ta the hononr and charity of this country w‘qwh, when its
conscicnce is touched and itsheart capbured, pours forth its beneficence
without gtint. (July 27.) g
¢ MinoaEsTER HVENTNG UHRONICLE.'”

The people, of all classes and all parties, are therefore agrecable
that the Imperial Government should make such a grant as that pro=:
posed. They admire ¢‘the uncomplaining patience and silent dignity
—to quote & phrase from Mr. Emmott’s speech—of the Indian people,
and would not only Iike to see the Indian Government entrusted with
a substuntial sum of relief funds, but would also like to see a serious
effort made toward the sebtl t of tho land 0 ts on the:
lines reported by Mr. Phayre-Smith. ~Money alone is ood, but
accompanied by reforms and revisions it is better. The Government
has thus, in our opinion, missed gauging rightly the will of the
people in this matfer. The South African war has cost us many
millions ; the tnrmeil in Gkina is likely to be very expensive foo, and
therefore caution is desirable, but when millions are poured out as
they have been of late five more would be like a drop in the ocean,
and they would haye meanfi so much to suffering Imdia. There i
more than a possibility thut in being penny wise to-day we shall be
ponnd foolish fo-morrow. Indin can bs saved with a liftls effort.
Later something hercic will have to be done to accomplish what
might have been done now with comparative ease. (July 29.)

Tms “New Acz.”

The speaches of Sir M. Hicks Beach and Mr. Baliour represent the
meanest conception of Imperial duty that ever entered into the heart
‘of statesman. The thing is beneath comment. Of conrse tha gmunds
alleged are 1ot the real grounds. The one objeet of the Tndia Office
is to give the Britieh taxpayers ng diroct handle for inquiring into,
Tndian finance and administration. We venture to repeaf that it
will be next to a miracle if the refusal of a grans of five millions now
do nob cyentually cost us ten times as much. And apart from the
mers money aspect, of the matter, think of the ineredible meanness of
the whole wretched business! (August 2.) 3

The Datny Bxprzss (July 27) said : Sir Michael Hicls-Beach, by
way of rubbing in Lord George Flamilton’stefusal to help them, Rays
nothing is to bo done unless the outlook becomes much worse! What
in the world does he want, or does he expect? And what will the
Native Press say about this amazing declaration? The Chancellor
of the Exclicquor, with South Africaand China on his hands—or shall
we say on the brain?—is bound to be careful, and to guard against
raids on the Treasury. But his declaration, and the fona of his
declazation, really seem to show thab he has ublerly fziled to undep-
stand the gravity of the situation in India.

LFouren (July 28) said:—We say would ivnot be far more patriotic,
far more in accordance with the spirit of Imperialism, to spend a fow
millions in relieving a starving people, and thus malke them love ns.
rasher than expend fens of millions in South Africa in sowing discord.
and hate—the effects of which will not be stamped oub for genora-

| tions?

The Birpnsr (Augusi 4) said :—DMillions upon millions are still
going out of our mational Exchequer fo wage war, bub peaceful,
Jamishing India knoeks imploringly at onr State door in vain.

The Soaoiy Tnees (July 99) said :—Tn any case, India may resh
assured thay, though assistence ba not hastily profiered, her etrength
will not be allowed, so far as Bugland can ever prevent if, to be
strained beyond endurances. 3

The Azp=pery Frme Pomss (July 27) said :—Tt is all very well to
talls, like Sir Henry Howler, of t{o good feeling between the two
countries being strengthened by 4 grint to India in respect of the
famine. This might be the effect if the thing wers to happen buf
onoe, bt it cannot be doubted that cne grant wwould lsad to another
being: given or expected when the next famine happened, and the
effcet would in the end be either that, if the grant were refnsed,
there would be disappointment and disaffection on the part of India,
or that, if 1t were conceded, the British taxpayer wonld: bogin to ask
himself why in addition to hLis own proper burden Le should be made
to bear the burdens of Tndin as-well. it would thus be that in the
long run the course suggested by the impulses of charity would lead
to effects thie very oppusite of those desived ; that, instead of drawin g
closer the bonds between the two peoples, by making the oze pay for
the misfortunes of the other it would lead to estrangement and
divigion :

The Grassow HerArp (Tuly 27) said :—We are doing our bost to
maintain a reputation for charitableness, and, besides, the Chancellor
of the Fxchequer assures us that the employment we are giving to!
Indian wwoops in South Africa and China will reliove the Indian
Exchequer during the present financial year of a charge of not less
then three millions. In short, the proposal to vote five millions to
the Eastern Bmpire has not a leg fo stand upon, and Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach must be thanked for Tesisting it sternly.

The Swerwrreny Datiy TRusGRAPH (] uly 97) gaid :—The troubls is
on & seale too huge for anything but State effort. Contributions, the
zesult of appeals fo the sympathy and commiseration of the public,
haye done much to alleviafe the sufferings of the yictims and to
preserve life, but at the bost the help from this sourca must be

‘woefully inadequate, and its insufficiency has been all too markedsin
the present i when et i have p d the con-
‘centration of the public mind on the famine area, 2
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