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NOTES AND NEWS.

“TE print elsewhere a report of the extremely interest-

ing debato which took place in the House of Lords
on Friday last npon the Report of the Royal Commission
on Indian Expenditure. The outcome of the discussion is
a notable triumph for Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, as the
Government announced their intention of accepting the
recommendation by which India will be relieved to the
oxtent of a quarter of a million sterling of the charges
now annually met from her revenues. As we go to press
(Thursday afternoon), the “debate on the Indian Budget,”
as the annual discussion is somewhat inaccurately termed,
is proceeding in the House of Commons. Our report is
necessarily deferred until next week. It may be mentioned,
however, that in anticipation of the debate the British
Committee of tho Indian National Congress despatched to
every member of the House of Commons a pamphlet con-
taining the full text of Mr. Vaughan Nash’s address on
the famino which was reported in our last issue.

The Zimes (July 21) serves up the usual platitudes on
the ‘“Moral and Material” Blue Book. On the land
revenue it says:—

‘What stands out from the returns for the last two or three decades
is a fairly steady growth of the land revenne—a growth incompatible
with deteriorating or stationary f i
The equally unthinking British reader accordingly accepts
the economic conditions of India as perfectly satisfactory.
Now, Mr. J. M. Maclean, M.P., admittedly knows what he
is talking about when the subject is India, and this is
what he said in the House on April 8 :—

I looked at the statistical abstract yesterday, and I find that

within the last twenty years the land revenue has increased by three
millions a year, and except in times of extreme famine, it was never
lower, and then only temporarily. That is u very bad thing for any
Government to do. ~ The State is the worst absentee landlord you can
find anywhere. The State, which collects the land revenus, takes
the revenue right uwa{ from the land and spends it in warlike opera-
tions or something of that kind. The consequence is that the farmers
aro impoverished by the abstraction of this enormous amount of
money every year.
But the Zimes does not stop to enquire what is actually the
?ffect of this enormous drain on the cultivators; it contents
itself with a comfortable inferenco from the official figures.
One cannot but wonder whether it has yet heard of Mr.
Romesh Dutt’s examination of the land revenue assessment
in the various provincos, or of Lord Curzon’s aroused
interest in the subject.

‘We have always understood that the Government of
India has consistently acknowledged that it was not taken
aback by the onset of famine. Lord Curzon, for example,
speaking in Council at Simla on October 20, 1899, said :—

If in our regrets at the ill-fortune that has attended
nevertheless recognise some grounds of legitimate alleviation, they
will consiet in the facts that we have had upon the present occasion
long warning of the coming searcity, and have in consequence been
able to formulate our plans of campaign in advance; and secondly,
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us we may

Hore is a plain admission of ‘“long warning,” and of con-

sequent preparation ¢in advance.” Yet the Zimes, which
has been looking over the recent papers on the famine and
the relicf operations, is unkind enough to say (July 21)
that:—

It is only too clear that even well-informed administrators were

taken by surprise and did not know that one of the greatest famines
of the century was at hand. .
Is it possible, then, that Tord Curzon or that his Govern-
ment was only putting a hold face on a bad situation ?
‘We shall await with interest some further light upon this
marked discrepancy between the professions of the Indian
Government and the critical conclusions of the Zimes. A
disagreement between these high authorities is distinctly
refreshing.

The decision of the Viceroy to visit Gujerat, which
is announced by the Simla correspondent of the Zimes
(July 24), “shows how serious matters there are mow
becoming.” Gujerat was one of the places mentioned in the
Viceroy’s latest telegram ¢ where cultivation is at a stand-
still for want of rain and fodder is almost unprocurable ;
and the special reference to it ran as follows :—

Number of relief works and gratuitous relief rising in Gujerat,
where relief of all kinds has been greatly expanded and establish-
ment strengthened in view of the prolonged drought and low con-
dition of the people. Cholera still prevails badly there and famine

D indehnital i 1

Compare with this the latest telegram from the Governor
of Bombay :—

Rainfall as yet quite inconsiderable, and causes serious anxiety in

North Gujerat, where the bers d ding relief have continued
to increase. Cattle mortality increasing, and unless rain falls within
a short time and in sufficient quantities to admit of the ordinary
cultivation being carried on, the consequences cennot fail to be
serious. ‘
The Z%mes’ Simla correspondent is of opinion that ‘‘this
action (of Lord Curzon’s) will inspire confidence among
officials and people alike.” No doubt, and such moral
effect is not to be rashly undervalued, especially the effect
upon the people. As for the officials, the main point is
that Lord Curzon will probably relax a good few swath-
ings of red-tape. But, after all, the fundamental question
is: Does he carry money in his hand? What is wanted is
money, money, money.

In view of the lamentable distress in Gujerat, it is a
painful shock to happen upon a letter in the Zimes of India
(July 4), signed by “A Gujerati,”” who says he is “a
landholder, holding considerable lands in the Talukas of
Anklesar, Orpad, and the Petha Mahal of Hansot,” and is
““intimately acquainted with the condition of the agricul-
turists of these localities.” The writer points out that the
unrecovered balances of revenue in the-Broach Collectorate
which stood at Rs.318 at the end of 1893-94, had risen
steadily to Rs. 1,94,417 at tho end of 1898-99. Last year,
in the Anklesar taluka alone, lands paying assessment to
the extent of Rs. 10-12,000 were relinquished ; and in the
Potha Mahal of Hansot, lands yielding about Rs. 2,000
assessment. Again, lands were put up to sale last year in
consequence of the non-payment of the Government
demands—*¢ considerable areas of lands in the villages of
Sarthan, Telva, Piludra, Ravidra, Karmali, Sisodra, and
Adadra ”— but they found no bidders. ~What then ?
This :— !

In August, 1899, Government askod the original holders to give

security for the payment of reyenue, and to take up the lands; but
they did not take them up, and the lands remained untilled.
Then, naturally, there were ‘‘large numbers of distraints
of the occupants’ moveable property.” In connexion with
which there are alleged to have occurred not a few scenes
that may well make a Briton blush for shame,

On this point we must stéte'tile case in the words of the
writer himself, Thus he says :—

e
Though the law might haye directed otherwise, the wearing apparel
4 3
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f the occupant and his family, their beddinge, their ploughs, the

gmall qunncﬂy of grain that was needed for the’mw_:tennnce of the
agriculturists’ family, were not saved from the distraint ; the articles
distrained were not disposed of within a reasonable time after the
distraint, but were allowed to remain for a considerable timo at the
village chora.
It is not surprising that there were ‘some complaints of
decrease in the number or quantity of the articles dfis-
trained during the period that they were so lying at the
chora.” Now to take a particular case:—

In one case, when in making distraint the officers found nothing in
the agriculturist’s house, they seized ornaments that were on the
person of his wife worth 4 or 5 rupees; they took from her a sum of
8 amnas that was tied to the end of her sari,; and they made her
change her clothes in their presence for the purpose of ascertaining
that she kept nothing concealed on her person. In consequence of
her complaint to the Collector, these things were some months after
returned to her under the orders of some superior authority; but
there was not even so much as an expression of regret for the
indignity and insult to which she had been subjected.

This infamous example does not admit of adgquate
comment, but we hope that it will be brought before the
House of Commons and made the subject of strict enquiry.
Again :—

Among the other measures adopted were that Revenue Karkuns

with Talatis and Patels went to villages, removed people from their
houses, closed the doors, and had iron bars put to them to prevent
the doors from being opened. Complaints with reference to these
measures were made to the Commissioner, and it was after this that
the iron bars were removed, and people were permitted to return to
their houses. Till then they had had to wander about without
shelter and protection. No indulgence was shown to people, even to
persons guffering from an illness. One of the Patels of Sajod was
suffering from &n illness which confined him to his house ; he was
also removed under the orders of the Revenue Officers.
Yet another expedient was “to place watchmen at the
village wells, and persons were prevented from taking
water from these wells until the Government dues were
paid.” Why, “in some villages the floors of houses of
poor people were dug up for the purpose of ascertaining if
anything was kept buried under them ; but nothing was
found.” ~ Are these things really credible? Even then,
the revenue cannot bo collected. The country seems to be
absolutely ruined.

= 2 se-is-that thoss wiic can-pay ought to pay,

and that there are some who can pay that scheme to-evade
payment. Yet surely botter to let these mean fellows
escape than to perpetrate such shocking things as “A
Gujerati ” recounts and vouches for, and perpetrate them
in vain too. Anyhow the official view may be gathered
from Lord Northcote’s remarks at Poona (July 8) in
answer o an address of welcome :—

There is 1o justification for excusing from their liabilities to the
State people who are perfectly well able to meet them. There is
evidence that many such people are using every cffort to evade their
obligations. Thers have been reported combinations—thess combina-
tions amount to conspiracy under the English law, but in this country
they do not constitute offences, and can be dealt with only under the
revenue law—of people known to be wealthy to withhold the revenue ;
and valuable property, including crops which in this year are of
abnormal value, has been d and led to avoid h 2
while people who paid their assessment have been threatened with

icati In Ahmedabad, where nearly 10 per cent. of the
cultivable area has been irrigated in the current year, only 196 per
cent. of the revenue has been paid, and in Broach only 146 per cent.,
‘while in poorer districts, which have suffered not less severely, a large
proportion—in some almost as much as was expected—has been
collected with little or no pressure. It is of course impossible for
Goyernment to yield to illegal combinations and organised opposition,
and people who are subjscted to coercive processes have only them-
selves to blame. As already stated, the district officers haye explicit
instructions to issue no distraint against occupants of whose ability
to pay without borrowing they have reason to doubt.

‘We very much fear that the truth of these things will
never be ascertained. The ‘“‘reports” are conflicting.
‘What chance is there of a Commission of Enquiry ? In
any case, these collections of revenue in the midst of
unparalleled famine and general destitution, with or with-
out the accessories of violence and insult, cannot but
furnish bitter food for reflection in this country.

The special correspondent of the Manchester Guardian
(July 25) deals very y with the expropriation of the
rayat as a cause of famine. The burden of indebtedness
has become universal, and where a man has land he has
eventually to part with it to the money-lender, who tides
him over his recurrent days of difficulty, How has the
ungdoing of the rayat come about? By ¢ Western ideas of
property; individual freedom, land speculation, contracts

e

‘tiding over a time of ghortened oredit.

coupled with Western notions of a fixed and punctual
revgnue system.” ¢TIt is we,” says Mr. Vaugl:an Nas];:;
¢ who have put the rayats into the moneylender’s hands.

And he goes at length into the facts and the methods of
the land revenus system in support of his thesis. Then he

comes to this :— i
The cultivator of Bombay and the Punjab is made an outcast wit]
the l:efg o‘f’atha law. Tg say that the tendencies I have been
describing must in the nature of things make for famine is perhaps
to labour the obvious. They make for famine at every step in 'the
road from independence to serfdom. . . . . Let it be eaid in passing
that under these circumstances to call the rayat improvident is a
little hard. . . . We ounght to blame our lack of perceptiveness
rather than the rayat’s simplicity for the wreck of the old economy

which has followed.

‘Will the moneylender, then, as master of the situation,
open out & new chapter of prosperity? ¢ Judged by facts,
the answer is No, and yet again No.” And Mr. Nash
clenches his argument “with chapter and verse from the
official side.” The case is too painful for us to feel any
elation at such independent confirmation of what we have
been urging for years and years.

Naturally Mr. Nash turns to the Punjab Alienation Bill,
whose significance, he saye, ““lies in the fact that it marks
the determination of the Government to go to the root of
the matter.”” Whether this be so or not, we cannot help
feeling that this is not the most likely way to get to the
root of the matter, and that in any case it is a roundabout
way, involving not only delay but also the painful incidents
of a questionable experiment. ~Anyhow we note Mr.
Vaughan Nash’s collection of “the lines of a remedial
policy ” :

(1) The prohibition of land to mon-
which is the salient feature of the Punjab Bill. Under this proposal
the creditor is permitted no more than a maximum of fifteen years’
enjoyment of the mortgaged property, after which it lapses fo the
ebtor.

(2) An elastic system of land revenue fluctuating with seasons and
orops, collected at a convenient time, and based on an estimate of
what the rayat may reasonably be asked to bear.

(3) The introduction of usury laws as indulgent to the debtor as,
say, the Bill for the protection of English debtors which is now
passing through Parlisment.

(4) The creation of a system of Government credit adequate in
point of personnel and finances to assist the agricultural classes in
The moneylenders of the
Punjab are threateriug a strike, and the reople are clearly entitled
to look to the Gov t to see them: through a possible crisis.

(5) The extension to the moneylenders’ victims of some such
Tenancy Act as protects the cultivator of the North-west Provinces ;
with, ultimately, a scheme, on the lines employed by Lord Cromer in
the case of the fellaheen, to enable the rayats to buy back their land
from the moneylender.

Obyviously there is much debateable matter here, but it is
well to have on convenient record for future use the con-
clusions of such an independent, clear-sighted, and
judicious observer.

alianats Taralist

Mr. Justice Ranade recently (June 80) read a very
elaborate paper Before the Royal Asiatic Society at
Bombay, by way of ‘Introduction to the Peshwas’
Diaries.” These diaries—or rather the selections from
them which Mr. Justice Ranade has been studying for two
or three years past—cover a period of over a century
(1708—1816-17), and “furnish most valuable materials for
constructing a true history of the people of Maharashtra
during the most eventful period of their annals.’ They
largely and usefully supplement the ordinary history on
the social side, and reveal an amount of governmental
activity in matters of social welfare for which the Mahratta
State has got little or no credit, They “shed a flood of
light upon the real movements, and the hopes and fears,
the strength and weakness, of the people for over a century;
and for purposes of instruction and guidance they far
outweigh the value of narratives of wars and conquests,
dynastic changes, and revolutions, which take up so much
space in our ordinary histories.”” We hope that some
scholar, with a competent development of the historic
sense and of literary capacity, will promptly undertake to
work up these materials in a fresh history.

The larger measures of statesmanship, constitutional,
military and naval, are most interestin ly illustrated. At
the present moment it may be useful to note specially
what Mr. Justice Ranade says on one or two points of the
revenue system. Thus:— =

The system of revenue management under Balaji Bajirao, Mad-



July 27, 1900,

INDIA.

4

havrao, and Nava Fadnavis, was, on the whole, careful. New sources
of revenue were developed, and the whole improved. The land
settlements made by the Peshwas during this period show that, while
anxions not to oppress the rayats every care was taken to insist on
the rights of the Governm¢nt.” Whenever the country needed that
relief, leases varying from ihree o seven years were granted on the
terms of ¢ Istawas,”’ ie¢., gradually i i ts. The
old “Kamal "’ figures (maximnm amounts ever realised) of village
and Pargana revenues were, of course, seldom collected, and were
never meant to be realised. Thete amounts were reduced by the
Government 80 a8 to enit the conditions of the population and general
g{rosperityin fixing the ‘‘ Tankha " or realisable revenue uunder the

ahomefan rule, and -the Peshwas made large reductions in the
“Tankha '’ figures, whenever, owing to war or famine, enquirics
showed that the complaints were reasonable. Wherever the Batai, or
system of crop division obtained, the Government, after drducting
seeds and other necessary charges paid by the rayats, left half or one-
third of the crop to the cultivator, and took the rest for the State.
In Shiwaji’s time, the proportions are stated to have been three-fifths
to the rayat and two-fifths to the Government,

Further, ‘“large remissions were made whenever the
seasons were found to be unfavourable.” ¢The general
impression loft on one’s mind by the study of the revenue:
portion of the record in these diaries,” says Mr. Justice
Ranade, ‘“ig, on the whole, very favourable, and it will be
difficult to show that there has heen, during the last eighty
years, any decided improvement in this respect.” It is
also evident from Mr. Ranade’s notes that the diaries con-
tain illustrative matter of very high value on the various
subjects of law and justice.

The Hindu draws attention to the extraordinary ignorance
of Indian life shown by Lord George Hamilton when he
compared the number of thoso on famine relief works in
India with the number of paupers in England. Now, as
Mr. Malabari has pointed out, it is impossible to succour
all in need of help without having many more small local
relief works; so that the number on relicf, where only
great central works exist, is no criterion of the number
needing relief. Still more unfounded was the inference
which his Lordship drew from the absence of pauperism
in good years—the inference that India was an exceptionally
prosperous country ; for he thereby ignored the universal
system of private charity which exists in India.

The real cause of the absence of pauperism in India is
that there every man thinks it ‘“a religious duty to
support his poor relatives and dependents, and to give
alms to every beggar who comes to his door.”

This explains the faot that we havenot felt the need of a Poor Law

in this country. 'We haye our poor always with us, and in much
larger numbers than can be found in Western countries; but they
cause mo trouble to the State, becanse the people have been always
accustomed to do here what the State does in other countries.
The Indian Joint Family has long been an object of attack
on the part of Englishmen, and especially Englishwomen,
who want to ‘“reform” Indian habits, whether the Indians
will or no. Tt is somewhat unfair for English public men
to claim as a sign of Indian prosperity under English rule
the effects of the victory which their countrymen are so
ready to flout.

The Advocate of India has been studying the latest Rail-
way Administration Report, and is not at all enamoured of
reilway expansion. Of course, there is somsthing in the
well-worn claim of “moral” blessings conferred by means
of railways. But how is it with the figures, on a purely
financial basis ? Tast yoar thore were 45 lines, directly
owned and managed by the State, whose capital outlay, up
to December 31 last, was 11018 crores; and there were
10 State lines leased to companies, the capital outlay on
these being 52:83 crores. Now what have these lines,
costing in the aggregate 163 crores to start with, gained
for the taxpayer ? The answer is—* absolutely nothing.”
Nay, less than nothing; for ‘‘the aggregate losses” on
them since the date of their construction ““now reach the
colossal figure of 4598 crores,” and the gains to balance
these losses amount to but 7:53 crores (gathered from the
Rajputana-Malwa and the Eastern Bengal and five small
lines) ; so that the missing crores number 38:45. Among
the_losmg lines ‘“that white elephant of the North-Western
Railway” stands prominent. “Its capital is 49:69 croves,
and it has obligingly managed to lose 2426 crores for the
taxpayer since the date of its construction.” It is thus
. responsible for more loss than all the other losing lines

lumped together. But then, it is always said, consider
how magnificent an “insurance” it is against external

aggression. The Advocate of India, however, recalls the
remark of Sir Theodore Hope, that military and strategic
railways are just as much instruments for facilitating the
rapid march of a victorious external enemy as for repelling
external aggréssion. But we are wont to keep our eye on
only one side of the possibilities.

The Hindu quotes from the Kolar Gold Fields News a re-
port of the case of John Beers,a European, who was charged
with wounding fifteen Indians by shooting into a crowd
assembled for the fostival of the Mofuwrum. Tried by a
European magistrate, his defence that he was shooting
¢in fun’ was so far accepted that he was only fined thirty
rupees, or two rupees for each person injured. The Hindu
points out one anomaly, viz., that while the district is
within the jurisdiction of Mysore, the only court to which
an appeal will lie is the High Court of Madras.

The _Amrita Bazar Patrila believes that the recent
measures introduced by Lord Curzon for the prevention of
shooting accidents are of even more importance to the
soldiers than the villagers. They can hardly fail in the
end to allay the ill-feeling that has hitherto existed and so
to restore to the British soldiery one of the few healthy
pastimes open to them in India:

The following remark of Mr. Justice Prinsep, made in
the course of a judgment on & petty case, and reported by
tho Amrita Bazar Patrika, deserves to be held in remem-
brance :—

Every Judicial Officer in the country should by all means try to
ayoid creating prejudice in the minds of the people against the
administration of justice.

The Hindu believes that the present Resident in Travan-
core is anxious that more Europeans should be employed
there and it asks:—

‘Why & model Native Prince like his Hivhuess the Mahfcaja of

Travancore, whose administration of that Province has evoked the
genuine enlogy of successive Governors of Mudras and successive
Viceroys, cannot be left in undisturbed p ion of pat of
this kind ?
A former British Resident is reported to have said,
“ Natives lack moral force of character and your Highness
should employ more Europeans.” Yet in spite of the
advice being neglected, Travancore has been well governed
and prosperous. Now there are evident signs of an
attempt to increase the number of Europeans employed in
the higher posts of administration. Asthe Hendu says, there
is no objection to the Resident giving advice, but there
should be no suspicion of insistence.

One of the advantages which the Government of a
Native State has over that of British India is that reform-
ing laws are viewed by its subjects with less suspicion,
This is well shown by the Mysore law for the prevention of
Infant Marriages. The Hindu says:—

The Mysore Government has been Loth cautious and watchful in
the matter of administering the law, and people, we believe, have
become fully reconciled to it. In British India the enactment of a
liko law would haye been most strenuously and bitterly opposed,
while in Mysore the new law was accepted without much opposition.
This striking difference is due, we think, to the fear in one case that
the lnw would be harshly administered, ard in the other to the
coufidence that it could be worked with moderation and sympathy.
In the four years 1895-1899 there were 123 convictions
under the law—sixty persons were sentenced to fines of
Rs.10 and under, forty-five to fines of more than Rs.10,
and eighteen to imprisonment.

A recent lecture by Mr. Nair, itself somewhat extrava-
gant in its condemnation of easte, gave the Bishop of
Bombay, who was present, an opportunity for a good
suggestion, Remarking that difference of language had
something to do with keeping English and Indians apart
as well as the caste system, and that most Englishmen, if
they knew the vernaculars at all, only knew just enough
to express themselves in the imperative mood, the Bishop
went on to propose that instead of compelling the Indians
to learn English, the Governmont should compel Englishmen
coming out to India to learn at least one of the languages
of the country. Unfortunately, there are many vernaculars
and the Government in making the Indians learn English
have provided them with an instrument by which they
could express their grievances with one voice,
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A NATIONAL FAMINE GRANT.

IR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN, who was the first
S to moot the subject of a National grantfor the charit-
able purposes of famine relief in India (April 3), has
placed on the Order Paper of the House of Commons the
following Notice of Motion :— )

That, looking to the special needs of the famine-stricken I_mnple in
India on the approach of the monsoon, this House recognises that
funds are urgently required to feed, clothe, and house .the r:ultwutgrs
in their villages until their crops are ripe; to provide them with
plough cattle, seed, and other requisites of cultivation; and to restol:e
them to their normal d : that thesq Teq!
cannot be adequately met from Indian revenues raised from the
guffering Indian people, and within the necessarily restricted fleld of
ordinary relief operations ; that the funds subscribed by charity are
sltogether insnfficient for these purposes : and this House is therefore
of opinion that an Imperial free grant of not less than five iong
ntarlgng should be provided to assist in meeting this unprecedented

calamity. :

‘We announced this important fact in our last two issues,

and we understend that an opportunity of moving will
be found in the course of the “debate” on the Indian

Budget. Mr. Robinson Souttar, who has obtained first

place in the ballot, has adopted the motion. :

Let us once more look around the situation on which the
proposed motion is based. “Here is one half of the wholo
area of the Indian Empire, containing one third of the
whole population, prostrated helplessly, and beyond all
historical parallel, by famine and plague, and the frightful
digeases and distresses that follow in their train, The
monsoon, which arrived tardily, has considerably dis-
appointed expectation. It was due a month ago, and still

¢ rainfall is far from being sufficient in many wide
stretches of territory. In Gujerat, Kathiawar, Baroda,
and Rajputana West, the Viceroy’s telogram of this week
informs us, “cultivation is at a standstill for want of rain,
and fodder is almost unprocurable.” In North Gujerat,
the Governor of Bombay reports, the ¢ rainfall is, as yet,
inconsiderable, and causes serious anxiety.” Instead of
showing a rapid and material diminution, the numbers in
receipt of relief are higher now than they have ever been
in any week of the famine: they are officially given at
6,281,000. The deaths on relief works and on gratuitous

" relief, in the British districts alone, are given as 6,435;

and there can be no reasonable doubt that the vast
majority are directly or indirectly attributable to the
famine. Cholera has established a weekly toll of some
12,000 lives a week, the larger half in British districts;
and this dreadful mortality must also be traced to the
prevalence and severity of the famine. As for the cattle,
we have already seen that they have been swept away in
millions—in some districts, one and all; in Rajputana,
90 per cent., so long ago as April; in Gujerat and
elsewhere in the Bombay Presidency, 75 per cent., so long
ago as May. ‘There had never,” says Mr. Vaughan
Nash, “been anything like such devastation.” Can it be
possible that such a terrible picture of distress needs to be
elaborated in detail in order to satisfy the British public
of the unparalleled calamity that has fallen upon our
fellow-subjects in India ?

Now that the monsoon has appeared, every cultivator will
be anxious to be at the plough. Except in Gujerat, Kathia-
war, Baroda, and Raj%uta.ns. ‘West, the Viceroy reports
‘“autumn sowings are being actively prosecuted and ger-
minating well.” ~ The statement is general, and one would
like to know how the sowings have been prosecuted on the
lands of the six million and a-quarter persons that are
yet. on relief, and whether such sowings are germinating
well. It seems impossible to doubt that there will be a
formidable diminution of the acreage under crops in the
famine districts this year. It is not only that there are
admittedly such a large number still on relief, and a vastly
larger number, of whom we never hear a syllable, dragging
out a painful life on the very verge of relief conditions;

* but there is the further consideration that the sowings
cannot be adequate in the absence of some three-fourths
of the cattle. How can it be possible that an average
erop can be raised when the cultivators are physically
enfeebled, or eéven not present on their land, and three out
of every four of the plough cattle are dead, and the
surviving beasts are only with the utmost difficulty kept
in bare life? Really when we are reassured about the

dctive prosecution of autumn sowings and the satisfactory
germination of the crops we ought to have some feasible
explanation of the oxtent of tho beneficent process, and of

the means whereby it has been effected. Even in the
(Oentral Provinces, where the famine administration has
proved a conspicuous success, ¢ a Native gentleman of in-
fluence, who is held in the highest respect by Indians and
Englishmen ”—the Secretary to the Central Provinces
Branch of the Famine Charitable Fund—was 1:61)01‘!;6(.1 by
Mr. Vaughan Nash (Bilaspur, May 31) as having written
this statement (INpI4, vol. xiv, p. 1, July 6, 1900) :—

There is abselutely no money left with the majority of the culti-
vators to buy seed, buy or hire bullocks to plough their fields, and to
pay the other expenses of cultivation, and to feed themselves and
their families between the sowing and the earliest harvest. . . . .
For the cultivators are in most tracts simply bankrupts, without
cattle, without money, and without credit.

‘We must accept this as a substantially correct account
of the rayats in the Central Provinces, and it would
require more faith than we can muster to believe that the
rayats in any of the other afflicted disg:n'cts are in any
better position. There seems, then, in spite of the hopeful
suggestion of the Viceroy’s telegram, to be no room to
question that the basis of the Indian Parliamontary Com-
mittee’s motion is absolutely solid.

The object is ‘“to restore the people to their normal
economic condition.” That object, as we have already
insisted, cannot be accomplished too promptly or too
liberally. The Secretary of State may carry the House
with him in one of his optimistic flourishes, but there will
still be awaiting him the unspeakable nemesis of a break-
down of the land revenue, and almost certainly a recur-
rence of famine on a yet larger scale, which will indeed
“stagger humanity.” ~If these too probable results of
niggardly treatment now are well before the minds of
members of the House, they will take care to scrutinise
with independent severity the representations of Lord
George Hamilton, There is no question here of the
capacity or efficiency of the Government officers, or even
of the good intentions of the Government itself. Not a
single critic has a word to say against the ome or the
other. The one simple question is—Iow to restore the
people to their normal economic condition ? There is no
room for a division of party opinion ; it is a truly Imperial
question, if ever there was or could be an Imperial ques-
tion. Clearly, the only solution is—money. Not that even
money—not even the whole Imperial Exchequer—can at
once furnish the people with the normal strength of cattle.
But all that money can do ought to be done, and must be
done. It is still “a famine of money.” The efforts of
charity, which after all have been tolerably successful in
the face of India Office discouragement, can go but a very
short way in supplement of the efforts of the Government
of India within the sphere to which it has strangely limited
itself. They are, as the motion expresses it, * altogether
insufficient >’ for the purposes in view; and it is quite
patent that even the appeal of the Viceroy has exhausted
its force. Tho liberality of the Indian Government towards
the rehabilitation of the rayat has, as yet declared, boen
restricted to less than a million and a quarter of tens of
rupees—a little over £800,000. To the amazement even of
the Zimes of India, Lord George Hamilton professes to rely

| upon the ordinary borrowing powers of the Indian Govern-

ment in England, and to intend to exhaust these before
accepting ¢ assistance ”’ from the Imperial Exchequer. It
is but little wonder that our Anglo-Indian contemporary
is driven to suppose that the Minister’s statement does not
cover ‘“the whole field of ministerial intention.” To relieve
the present terrible stress of the naked, famishing, rupee-
less, creditless cultivator, it does seem an abhorrent
oxpedient to load him with yet more debt—abhorrent to
anyone not saturated with tho commonplaces of officialism.
Surely it is the very nadir of Imperialism.

There remains, therefore, but one prompt and effective
method of saving India—and the British Empire in Tndia
— from a future disaster of measureless consequence.
That method is that the House provide, as the motion
indicates, “an Imperial free grant of not less than five,
millions sterling to assist in meeting this unprecedented
calamity.” Left to itself, uncontrolled by the party whip,
the House would no doubt vote such a grant without hesi-
tation ; and certainly the vote would meet with cordial
approval throughout the country. In spite of the large
domands for the deplorable war in South Africa, it will
scarcely be argued that Britain is unable to afford such a
contribution. Was it not the Zimes that said the South
African war had not touched, and was not likely to touch,

more than the fringe of the vast wealth of the country ¢
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And, as Sir Henry Fowler pointed out (April 3), a nation
which could pour into the national Exchequer, unexpected
by its guardian, and without any increase of taxation, the
differenco between 116 millions and 120 millions sterling
is a nation that can afford to be generous. ~The House
will surely recognizo the mere duty that lies upon it and
upon the British public. Sir Henry Fowler himself put it
to the House (April 3) ‘““that as a nation we owe a duty
to India as a great branch of our Empire”; and since
then that duty has been ominously emphasised by the
course of events. Besides, “as India has so promptly and
generously responded to the appeals mado to her at this
crisis®on behalf of the Empire,” Sir Henry thought, and
no doubt still thinks, ¢ the Empire should do something,
not in return but in acknowledgment and in reciprocation
of the feeling of sympathy which India hasso marvellously
displayed.” The grace of the expression of our sympathy
has been somewhat dimmed by delay; but it is not yet too
late. ‘“The moral advantage of such an act,”’ said Sir
Henry Fowler, ““would far outweigh the amount voted :
There are fortifications much stronger than either arms or
artillery.” Yet cogent as are all these considerations, the
weightiest argument of all, if the Government could but
look beyond their dread of enquiry and see it in its true

- proportions, is the very practical question of self-preserva-
tion. For, if the rayats are not re-established effectively
S0 as to maintain the revenue till the necessary re-adjust-
ments be made, the question will have gone irrevocably
beyond the temporary buttressing of the rayats’ position,
and touched vitally upon the the very permanence of the
British Indian Empire.

MR. NAOROJI’S VICTORY.

THE debate which took place in the House of Lords

on Friday, July 20, is very important, not only be-
cause of Lord Northbrook’s pronouncement in favour of
the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Indian
Expenditure, and of the repayment of what has been un-
justly demanded in the past, but also because of the pro-
mise of the Government to contribute over a quarter of a
million yearly to redressing the halance which has so long
been inclined against India; and because of the weighty
words of Lord Salisbury on the burdens involved in em-
pire. The debate, therefore, is one that demands our atten-
tion, especially seeing that the more powerful and popular
assembly has not yet found an opportunity to discuss these
matters. Mr. Naoroji’s victory has begun.

Lord Northbrook began by recounting how the Govorn-
ment of India had been protesting for twenty-five yoars
against the apportionment of the military charges; and how
a small Commission over which he presided had, after sitting
for ten years, unanimously decided that India should only
pay in accordance with the number of effective British
troops serving in that country. He then called attention
to the dispatch of Lord Lansdowne, signed also by Lord
Roberts, in which it was said :—

Millions of money had been spent on increaging the army of India,
on armaments and fortifications to provide. for the security of India,

not against domestic enemies, or to prevent the incursions of the war-
like peoples of adjoining ies, but to maintain the £

tion of repayment, declared that the Government intended
in the future to pay a quarter of a million, or more, of the
charges which now fall on India. He concluded by say-
ing :—

Her Majesty’s Government desira to treat India, not only ec_;u.itably,
but liberally ; and if time were given them they hoped to give effect
to other recommendations of the Royal Commission.

The recommendations of the Commission were neither
drastic nor revolutionary. As Lord Welby said, in the
course of the debate, ‘It was composed largely of officials
who were conscious of one another's infirmities.” Bub
thoro woro some arrangements so flagrantly inequitable
that even a Commission so disinclined to unnecessary inter-
ference could not refrain from suggesting changes, and
these changes, involving a yearly saving to India of at least
£250,000, have now been acceptod by the British Govern-
ment. Small as the sum may be, and inadequate as may
be the justice now to be rendered to India, it will be
received with thanksgiving, if only as & sign that the ears
of her rulers are not closed for ever. 2

If, however, some satisfaction could be found even in
the limited promises of Lord Ouslow, a very different
foeling is aroused in perusing the words of Lord Kimberley.
The leader of the Opposition in the House of Lords, after
endorsing all that Lord Onslow had said in favour of delay,
went on to remark :—

Tt was said that the object of the expenditure of millions of mone
on the army of India was to maintain the supremacy of the Britis
power in the East, and that this policy which dictated the whole treat-
ment of India by this country was an Imperial policy. But India was
part of the Empire, and consequently she must bear her shara of the
TImperial burden.

India, according to Lord Kimberley, has not been unjustly
treated in the past. As to the recommendation of arbi-
tration as a means of deciding the apportionment of
charges, he will have none of it. _And if the British army
in India is a reserve for England, so is the English
army a reserve for India. This last point was seen
and met in the Report of the Commissioners, who showed -
how many more times England had drawn on India in the
hour of adversity than India on England. But even Lord
Kimberley wound up by urging ““a liberal and generous
view ”’ of the question of apportionment : —

He thought we ought not to be too stiff in dealing with financial
questions which arose between us and India. The soundest policy of
this country was to treat our fellow-subjects in India in & wise and
generous spirit.

The most important speech, however, was made by the
Marquis of Salishury. The Zimes, in its report of the
debate, declares, indeed, that his remarks were almost in-
audible in the gallery, but enough was heard to afford
considerable matter for reflection to all Tmperialists. Early
in his speech he remarked :—

It was very desirable that the treatment of India should be
generous and liberal, because, as one reason, the mass of the paog:a
of that country were much more struggling and suffering than the
mass of the people here.

But a moment later, ho boldly faced the contrast between
our treatment of India and the Colonies :—

There was another fallacy in arguing Indian guestions which had
been pushed too much forward, and that was that we were bound to
bear a certain number of expenses on behalf of India, hedause, ad a
matter oi'faut, we had borne similar expenses on behalf of many

0]

British power in the Kast. The scope of all these great and costl:
measures reaches far beyond Indian limits, and the policy whi
dietates them is an Imperial policy. We claim, therefore, that in the
maintenance of the British forces in this country a just and even
liberal yview should be taken of the charges which should legitimately
be made against Indian revenues.
As Lord Northbrook.pointed out, the Treasury had this
despatch of Lord Lansdowne’s before them in 1890. They
might, therefore, have very well introduced a new appor-
tionment in 1893. As it is, with the Report of the new
Commission only lately issued, nothing can well be done
before 1901 at the earliest, so that India has had to pay
a'sum of near £300,000 per annum for eight years which
the Commission thought she ought not to have paid, and
which she would not have paid if the Treasury had given
effect to the views of Lord Lansdowne. Under these
circumstances, it seems only right that India should receive
not only justice in the future, but recompense for the past,
and Lord Northbrook boldly claimed that a sum of
£2,400,000 should be paid to India, or rather that
£2,400,000 of the Indian debt should be taken over by
this country.

In his reply, Loxd Onslow, while he ignored this sugges-

our He conld not see the cogency of that argument at all.
‘We had undoubtedly been exceedingly generous in our dealings with
the colonies during the past fifty years, but he did not think that by that
we incurred the obligation to apply precisely the same rule to every
other case that cams up for judgment, or that we were bound to dis
charge this or that claim on the part of India because we had dis-
charged a similar claim on the part of our colonies.

But surely the very reason which the Prime Minister had
just urged for liberal and generous treatment for India—
the poverty of her people—is also a strong reason for her
receiving at least as generous treatment as has been meted
out to the Colonies. 'Why is one child of the Empire to,
be made to pay out of her poverty what is forgiven to
another child in her wealth ? If we have been ‘‘exceed-
ingly generous” to rich Australia, does not every con-}
sideration of justice require that we should be at least®
equally generous to poor India? The Pall Mall Gazette,
commenting on the debate, puts another face on the
matter. We have not made the Colonies contribute to
Tmperial defence, not becauso we were gonerous, but
because wo had no option ; and having cowered before the
strength of Canada and Australia, we may take advantage
of the weakness of India. But if the Pall Mall Gazette is
right, what hypocrisy is this talk of generodity to the
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Colonies which Lord Salisbury indulges in. If would seem
that our Empire is established on a basis of making the
weal pay, and letting the strong go scot-free.

But Lord Salisbury went on very pertinently to ask
whether the burdens of Empire in the East were not
growing too heavy for these little islands, and to protest
against the United Kingdom being asked to bear the
exclusive burden of Empire. It is a pertinent argument,
but one that concerns Australia and Canada much more
than India. To relieve England at the expense of India,
in every way so much poorer, would be too base, and the
help obtained would be too trivial. . Every friend of India
must insist that none of the burdens of Empire shall fall
upon her poverty, till the great self-governing Colonies
have paid their share to the uttermost farthing.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

‘WESTMINSTER, Thursday.

OT even faultless as a syllogism, the argument so carefully
constructed by the Chinese Government to prove that the
European Ministers are still alive has naturally failed to carry
conviction, Confucius, we are told, has said that an Envoy
must not be slain. The Chinese officials are Confucians.
Therefore the Envoys are alive. The reasoning is a trifle
elliptical. There’ are missing links in the chain, and common
sense supplies the reason of their absence. When Mr. Brodrick,
addressing the House of Commons the other night, repeated
the emphatic assurances of the Governor of Shantung as to the
safety of the Legations, the recital was received in silence—the
silence of reluctant incredulity. The attitude of Parliament is
simply a reflection, though an involuntary one, of the sceptical
demeanour of the Foreign Office. Until a message signed and
dated by Sir Claude Macdonald or other British official, or a
telegram in the Downing Street cipher, has been reccived by
Lord Salisbury no credence is to be given to the pious protes-
tations of the mandarins, A letter from Bir Claude was com-~
municated to the Foreign Office on Tuesday night, but as its
date was July 4—two days earlier than the date of the alleged
massacre—the document unfortunately threw no fresh light on
the situation. All that it did was to show that despite the
‘‘ ceaseless solicitude” which the Chinese authorities claim to
have exercised on behalf of the Ministers, more than a hundred

_ men of the foreign garrison had then been killed and wounded,

while the survivors were in momentary peril of destruction.

India’s generosity to England knows no bounds. When
Lord George Hamilton rose in the House of Commonson Monday
night to reply to a question relating to hospital accommodation
for our troops in China, members were unable to conceal their
perplexity. What had the Secretary for India to do with the
military situation at Taku ? If they had reflected for a moment
they must have admitted that even on general grounds Lord
George Hamilton’s interpesition was excusable. Indeed, it
was more than that—it was peculiarly appropriate. British
interests in China are supported elmost exclusively on Tndian
bayonets, The connexion between the two Oriental Empires
is now so intimate, thanks to the militery makeshifts of the
British Government, that what is the affair of one is the busi-
ness of the other. Lord George Hamilton described the hospital
arrangements at Wei-hai-wei and Takn just as if he were deal-
ing with tho arrangements for another Chitral campaign.
‘Whatever it may have seemed to others, the situation presented
no novelty to him. Formerly, it might have been a paradox,
but now the times did give it proof.

But the element of paradox was not exhansted in this aspect
of the situation. The real reason of Lord George Hamilton’s
rising was to announce & gift from the Maharaja Sindhia of
Gwalior—a princely gift, & munificent gift, as the noble lord
kept repeating, & gift of an hospital ship at a cost of twenty
lakhs. Members fairly gasped, but not so much at the
magnitude of the sum as at the source whence it came.
Was the Indian famine a myth? Or was this the subtle
Eastern method of shaming England into an emulous
liberality ? Some of the Irish members expressed their be-
wilderment in inarticulate noises. They laughed uneasily,
quite unable, as it seemed, to decide whether to jeer at the
gratigude of the Imperial recipient of India's bounty or to
applaud the generous philanthropy of the giver. On the other
hand, Lofd Gaorge Hamilton’s ach;owledgmenta were couched

in the superlative degree, and members generally were 50 far
infected by his emotion as to give it the snpp?rtvof their enthu-
siastic applause. After all, looking at the mcxdenf fr.om th.e
narrowest point of view, the Mabataja was dedicating his
money to the service of his own countrymen, for es it is the
Indian troops that ave fighting our battles in China the
wounded soldiers on whow his Highness's bounty is to fall
will necessarily be Indian too.

‘With all deference to Mr. Balfour, one may perhaps venture
to hope that the hospital arrangements in China may be
better managed than they bave been in South Africa. If
uttered in the House of Commons this mild and &miable
sentiment would be condemned by the First Lord of the
Treasury as & piece of rancorous heresy. When Mr. Burdett-
Coutts, referring to the subject on Tuesday night, so far
forgot himself as to suggest that unless expressly guaranteed
the protection of the Crown witnesses in humble and dapel}d.ent
positions might hesitate to risk their livelihood by giving
evidence against powerful officials, Mr. Balfour could scarcely
find words in which to express his scorn of the insinuation.
It was an unmerited insult, he hotly declared. Curiously
enough, the right hon. gentleman seemed to be quite oblivious
to the fact that his own attitude supplied as strong & justifica-
tion as could be imagined of the soundness of Mr. Burdett-
Coutts's argument. Although neither humble nor dependent,
the member for Westminster has unguestionably been made to
suffer for his outspokenness on the side of truth, one of the
most ewbittered of his detractors being Mr. Balfour himself.
[f & wealthy member of Parliament is treated as a pariah
merely because of his temerity in bringing inconvenient truths
to light, what is likely to be the fate of Tommy Atking who
dares to follow suit ? Mr. Swift MacNeill supplied the appro~
printe comment when in his rude and blunt, but terribly truth~
ful way, he exclaimed that the Commission was a farce.

“Clemency to rebels, justice to loyalists”—so runs the
alluring motto which Mr. Chamberlain has chosen for his
policy in South Africa. The Colonial Secretary speaks of this
simple programme as comprising two policies. ‘“ How are
they to be harmonised?” he asks. The answer reveals a
characteristic interpretation of human nature. In effect it
comes to this:  Let the loyal community enjoy the reward of
its well-doing by basking in the sunshine of other people’s
misery.”” The suggestion may offer little prospect either of
moral warmth or of substantial satisfaction to persons whose
ethicel standard differs from that of Highbury, but it has the
great advantage of cheapness. Moreover, it promises to ensure
a majority of loyalist votes if not of loyalist voices in Cape
Colony; for the method by which Mr. Chamberlain would
apply his princip'e would be to deprive some ten thousand
suspected persons of the franchise. ¢ Disfranchisement for
life,” he observes complacently, “does not seem to her
Majesty’s Government to be a very serious punishment for
rebellion.”  Aslong as he lives Mr. Chamberlsin will seldom
allow us to forget that he was once a provincial wirepuller.

A further vote of £11,500,000 on account of *‘the war in
South Africa and affairs in China” is about to be granted by
the House of Commons. More than £10,000,000 of this amount
is due to the South African campaign, so that already the
repression of the Boer Republics has cost the British taxpayer
over £70,000,000. In announcing the coming introduction of
the supplementary estimate Mr. Balfour indicated that the
vote would be large encugh to cover the remaining. cost of the
war. He has since admitted that he had expected to hear of
the termination of ‘the campaign before the end of the present
Parliamentary Sassion, so that in view of the continued activity
and repeated successes of the enemy, it may now be assumed
that this estimate will be followed by yet another, and that
the next will likewise have its sequel. And day by day the
toll of lives keeps pace with the financial drain, while laurels
won under brighter stars fade on the brows: of those whom
the nation had accounted invincible. 2=

. &

Despite the disappointing progress of the war, both parties
in Parliament are looking forward to a dissolution 4n October. -
Ministerialists want a general election before things go from
bad to worse, while Liberals, encouraged by the multiplicity of
their opponents’ blunders, are now almost equally willing to
engage in an early’struggle. Bub the last word has yet to
be spoken, and as it rests with Lord Salisbury it will be uttered *
in no impetuous mood.
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NOTES FROM BOMBAY.

[From AN INDIAN COBRESPONDENT.]
-BoMBAY, July 6.

A veil of impenetrable darkness seems to hang over India ab
present. The much looked-for rain does not come, and there
are few favourable signs of it. Iven the official meteorologist
gives no assurance of the near probability of an abundant fall.
It is beginning to bs realised that the fow inches of rain which
have fallen in some parts of the country are not really indica-
tive of ,the true monsoon. Almost the whole of the peninsula
is still without the necessary rain. Paople’s minds are filled
with apprehension as to a possible second season of severs
drought. All is not lost yet, but each day that the rain is
delayed aggravates the dismal situation. ]

As if the situation were not sufficiently alarming, there
comes daily, almost hourly, news of the great rehellion in
Chinga and of bloodshed and anarchy. The events that are now
being enacted there are as tragic as they are ghastly in their
details. Fires, rapine, massacres—these seem to be the order
of the day. To Indis ull this mesns further depression of
trade. The cotton industry is in as bad a plight as could be
imagined. Nine-tenths of the yarn produced in Indian
factories finds its way to China. A prolonged Chinese war
would mean the virtual extinction of India’s export trade with
that country. The civil war in Sodth Africa had no anxieties
of this kind for India. As yet the tragic drama is unfolding
itself. Wa are in the midst of the scenes of the first act.
‘When the finalé may be reached, and what it may reveal, none
can presage. Verily, for India thero could not be a more
dismal situation than the present. All seems dark—a temporary
eclipse without any hope of day.

If one assumes that the worst happens, then what will he
the financial and economic condition of this unhappy country ?
How is the Government of India to cope with a second year of
famine ? How long does the Vieeroy, able and courageous as
he is, expect to carry on famine relief operations with the aid
of private charity P How long will he continue to depend on
foreign alms and indigenous doles? Is there to be no coura-
geous and bold departure in coping with famine? Are you
still to run in the old groove? Are you still to starve all
public works, clog the wheels of current administration, in
order that you may fulfil the financial dogma of paying for
famine expenditure from revenue? What prevents the Imperial
Government from defraying all ordinary and extraordinary
expenditure on famine from loans? Is India to go abegging
for charity every time that a famine occurs? What, then,
becomes of the so-called financial ‘independence’ of the
country ? If you can borrow millions at a time, for purposes
the most doubtful, why should you refrain from borrowing for
& purpose the most benevolent, and one which the country
itself demands? Of what use are appeels after appeals to
Lord Mayors and other dispeisers of civic alms in other
countries 7 When will the Imperial Government, cease to send
the hat round ?

Meanwhile the public and the press here havo been strenuously
urging on the Bombay Government the imperative urgency of
giving large remissions of revenue to the much-suffering rayats
in Gujerat and in the Deccan. The Presidency Association
have submitted a well-reasoned Memcrial on the subject.
Another deputation of the Deccan Sabha, who waited on Lord
Northcote on the 2nd instant with an address of welcome, also
referred to the matter. His Excellency, like the open-minded
administrator that he is, embraced the opportunity to make a
full statement of the policy of his Government with regard to
the future of the famine-afflicted rayat. So far he took the
public into his confidence, which was an act w:)rthy of his
position. So much public criticism has lately been directed to
this topic that Lord Notthcote might have been considered
.wanling in his duty had he failed to make any declaration of
policy till all interest in the matter had exhausted itself. So
far we have had nothing but praise for his Excellency. The
same praise cannot be given to his utterances. As to the penal
maximuguwa.ge, it is better now to draw a veil over it, Tt is
well known, though not yet publicly declared, that that hersh
and unjustifiable system has had to be abandoned under stress
of public opinion. But for Lord Northcote to persist in saying
that his Government was not actuated to resort to it by any
senso of cconomy is inexplicable. What, then, was the chject
of the notoricus Circular of Mr. Holderness ? I pass over his

lordship’s exposition regarding relief works for therayats nearer
home. He is obliged to recognise the inadequacy of superior
officials to supervise the relief operations entrusted to the village
patels and others—e class by no means impeccable. But why
is the superior staff inadequate? And why cannot it be in-
creased ? If an adequate staff could carry out the system of
relief operations nearer the homes of the famished, why should
there be hesitation to employ such a stafl? THere again
economy comes in the way. Can the Government deny that
it is this cheeseparing policy alone which prevents the engage-
ment of an adequate staff of superior men? Yet all the State
railways (excluding the East Indian) have managed to lose for
the taxpayer fully one crore of rupees during 1899, The State
can bear with equanimity this loss, of which the general public
have no knowledge, though the official Gazette gives it fio us in
blacl and white. (Those interested in the financiel operations
of State railways should refer to the table appoended to the
Guzelte of India of June 80 last.) The State can quietly bear
this loss, and yet it has not the heart to employ an adequate
staff whereby greater good nearer home might be rendered to
the famished ? How will the British public characterise this
policy ? The additional staff, if employed; would not cost so
wuch as the crore and more which the Government of India
has been annually losing in managing its State railways. The
net loss, according to the table just referred to, has been
thirty-eight crores in thirty years.

Lastly, the answer which Lord Northcote has been led into
giving regarding the popular demand for liberal remission of
land revenue arrears, is, I regret to say, very disappointing, if not
wholly unsatisfactory, and full of the sophistry of the Bombay
Revenue Department. -A grudging promise of a qualified
character is made so far as tho Decoan rayat is concerned. But
10 promise is held out as regarde Gujerat. We are preached a
homily on the grave administrative siu of encouraging the
well-to-do who are now, it is alleged, attempting to defraud
the revenue. Even if we admit for argument’s sake that there
are a class of fraudulent men in Gujerat who want to escape
their just dues, what is their number? Aund can thatnumber bear
any comparison to the majority of mauy thousands who have
no larger holdings than seven acres or thereabout, who stand
in great need of liberal remissions, but whom the underlings of
the Revenue Department even now vex and snnoy and try to
oppress by collecting dues in a way that scandalises the
Administration ? I am not speaking without book. The
representative of the Manchester Guardian has already referred
to the fact from his own personal observation, and two corre-
spondents of the Z¢mes of India, which contiues to hammer
away most admirably at this pressing problem of the hour, give
specific iustances of the way in which revenue is collected.
One of them ‘“ Gujerati” gives such startling instances as to
bring blood to the cheeks of honest folle. It is matter'of the
greatest regret that in face of such known facts as that almost
the whole of the agricultural cattle in Gujerat have perished,
the Bombay Government should yet be so relentless as to
refuse remissions to the rayats of that locality.

I cannot close this letter without referring to the learned,
elaborate, and exhaustive lecture delivered the other day before
the Bombay bramch of the Royal Asiatic Society by the Hon.
Mr. Justice Ranade, ou the polity of the Government of the
Mahrattas or Peshwas during the hundred years ending with
1816. The versatile talents of Mr. Ranade are well known.
Whatever subject he handles, he stamps with his own indi-
viduality.

THE FAMINE IN INDTA.
6,281,000 ON RELIEF.

Tho Secretary of State for India has received the
following telegram from the Viceroy i—

“Monsoon continued fayourable in week, except in
in Gujerat, Kathiawar, Baroda, and Rajputana (West),
where cultivation at a standstill for want of rain and
fodder almost unprocurable. Tlsewhere autumn sowings
heing actively prosecuted and germinating well.

“Number on relief works and gratuitous relief rising in
Gujerat, where relief of all kinds has been, greatly
expanded and establishment strengthened in view of the
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prolonged drought and low condition of the people ;
cholera still prevails badly there and famine campaign
indefinitely protracted. Kitchen relief general in Central
Provinces to carry poorest classes on till crops ripen.
“Numboers of persons in receipt of relief:—Bombay,
1,559,000; Punjab, 184,000 ; Central Provinces, 2,029,000 ;
Berar, 537,000; Ajmere-Merwara, 141,000 ; Rajputana
States, 476,000; Central Tndia States, 135,000; Bombay
Native States, 480,000; Baroda, 101,000 ; North-Western
Provinces, 4,000; Punjab Native States, 42,000 ; Central
Provinces Feudatory States, 61,000 ; Hyderabad, 500,000;
Madras, 15,000 ; Bengal, 17,000, Total, 6,281,000.”

The following telegram has been received from the
Governor of Bombay :—

“Tollowing are figures for week ended July 14 :—
Famine-stricken distriets.—9,876 cases of cholera, of
which there were fatal 6,322. Native States: Cases of
cholera 9,740 ; deaths from cholera, 6,617. Total number of
deaths among number on relief works and gratuitous relief,
British districts, 6,435, or four and one-tenth per mille.

“Rainfall as yet quite inconsiderable and causes serious
anxiety in North Gujerat, where the numbers demanding
relief have continued to increase. Cattle mortality in-
creasing; and unless rain falls within a short time and in
sufficiont quantities to admit of the ordinary cultivation
being carried on tho consequences cannot fail to bo very
serious. Rainfall has been generally sufficient for agricul-
tural purposes in the remainder of the affected tracts.”

The following was issued from the India Office on
Baturday i—

The Secretary of State for India has received the follow-
ing telegram from the Viceroy on the subject of the
famine, dated July 20 :—

“Your telogram of July 13, In Bombay crops reported
to be above average; promising in Carnatic, Eastern
Deccan, Kongkang, and elsewhere south of Nerbudda,
North of Nerbudda, in Gujerat, Kathiawar, Baroda, rain-
fall to date insufficient for sowings, except in few places.
Food crops sowing is not possible after August 1, cotton
sowing is not possible after August 15. In Central Pro-
vinces there has been excellent rain lately, sowing being
actively prosecuted; if monsoon continues favourable in
cultivated area will fall short only in Nagpur and Chattis-
garh. Prospects encouraging. Crops are promising in
Borar. Sufficient rain has fallen in Hyderabad, but want
of cattle felf. In Rajputana rainfall has been generally
sufficient for agricultural purposes, save in Jaicalmor,
South-west Marmar, Sirohi, Bikaner. The Rajputana
cropping will fall short, owing to heavy mortality among
cattle, In Central India present agricnltural prospects
generally satisfactory, In Punjab sufficient rain has
fallen for sowings, but more rain is needed everywhere.
In Mysore some anxiety in places, but no distress is yet
reported. In Madras sowings normal. Bengal and
Burma prospects good. North-Western Provinces and
Oudh have now received rain sufficient for sowings, and no
anxiety is felt at present.”

The Secretary of State for India has received (July 25)
the following telegram from the Governor of Bombay :—
¢ Rainfall has heen generally sufficient for agricultural
purposes in Surat and Southern Gujerat States, Some
rain has fallen in parts of Broach, where cotton sowings
being actively prosecuted, but more rain is urgently
required in Kaira, Ahmedabad, Panch Mahals. Rain not
sufficient for agricultural purposes, excopting in a few
places. Two and a-half inches of rain have fallen sinco
K&;l:rday, Godhra, Panch Mahals; one in several parts
edabad ; over half-inch in parts Khaira ; rain suffi-
cient‘m parts Baroda, adjoining Surat; no rain anywhere
in Okhamandal Division, Baroda; rainfall to date insuffi-

cient in the remainder of Baroda, where extensive
failure of crops inevitable unless good rain fallsin a few
days. No rain worth mentioning has fallen in any of the
districts of Kathiawar, excepting small area soutl-east,
where also more rain is urgently wanted. Cultivation at
a standstill for want of Tain in almost the whole province.
No signs of rain. Season is far advanced for sowif)g jowar,
staple cereal, but bajri can be still mostly substituted for
jowar; still time for cotton. Cattle dying from starvation;
scarcity of water increasing day by day. Goodnfalls of
rain during the past week where most needed in affected
area, Bombay, Deccan, and Khandesh. In those tracts
agricultural prospects have greatly improved. Statistics
of mortality in June show death-rate has decreased in
Gujerat nearly-one-half as compared with May.”

(TorouGH REVIER’S AGENCY.)
StMrA, July 25.

Mr. Lawrence (Private Secretary), Major the Hon. E. Baring
(Military Secretary), and Lieut.-Colonel Fenn (R.A.M.C.) will
accompany Lord Curzou on his visit to the famine-stricken
districts. ;
Lord Northcote, Governor of Bombay, will confer with f.:he
Viceroy, at Ahmedabad, on the conclusion of the tour, which
will probably last about ten days. Iis Excellency may
possibly return by way of Rajputansa. oy
Opinions are divided regarding Lord Curzon’s decision to
visit the famine districts. The strain of the journey, the
heat, and the cholera are arguments against it, but a feeling
of sympathy and a desire to see matters personsally, and to
encourage the overworked and wearied officers are arguments
in its favour.
Lord Curzon will probably make a tour through Southern
India in the autumn.

THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.
The Mansion House Fund for the relief of the Indian famine
sufferers amounted on Wednesday night to £336,200.

THE ¢“INVESTORS REVIEW” FUND.

We take the following from the current issue (July 21) of
the Investors’ Review :—

84, Palace Chambers, Westminster, S.W.

July 13, 1900.

DEAR Sir,—In continuation of my former letter, I beg to
state that the Bombay Committee report that, rain having
fallen, they are now engaged in arranging for the distribution
of the Investors’ Review Fund on the lines already indicated.
In the meantime they have disbursed the following sums :—

Pandarpur Orphanage .. Rs, 100
Ahmedabad Orphanege . . .. 100
Weavers at Ahmednagar e i B 100
Cultivators at Akalkot, to buy ploughs, seed, ete. 100
Superintendent of native charity at Poona 100
Smaller sums 100

Total .. Rs, 600

It will be observed that help is being given in various
directions, where local knowledge shows the mneed to be
greatest. Owing to the wide discretion allowed by your
instructions, the Committee are able, as occasion arises, to
supplement the relief given by official agency and by other
charitable organisations.—Yours truly,
W. WEDDERBURN.
A. J. Wilson, Hsq., Investors' Review.
Subjoined is the list and amount of subscriptions received
for our little fund up to date. May we again repeat that it is
a fund, every farthing of which will be put to good uses,
especially in helping the starved cultivators to replace their
lost eattle, and that the more help we can give in this direction
the sooner will the distressed provinces and Native States—for
they cannot be forgotten in the present misery—recover some
of their ancient prosperity ? Cheques and postal orders should
be drawn to A. J. Wilson, crossed Union Bank of London,
Famine Fund Account.
LisT OF SUBSORIPTIONS.
Amount acknowledged last week .. B715
Rennic Wilkinson, Ezq., of Addington, Thrapston 5
Messrs. Taylor, Calvert and Co., Belfast 3

w o o
S o o

Total to date o .. £723 3 6
Remittances should be made to Mr. A, J. ‘Wilson, Investors’

Review office, Norfolk House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.0.
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MR, NAOROJI AT PLUMSTEAD.

[FroM OUR OWN REPORTER.]

On Saturday, July 21, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji addressed
the delegates of the Metropolitan Radical Federation, at a
meeting held at the Plumstead Radical Olub under the
Presidency of Mr. James Jeffrey, 1.C.C. There was a
fairly large attendance.

Mr. Naorost, who was heartily chesred, took the following reso-
Intion as the text of his specch :—
‘“ Reforvmp : —
¢ Considering that Britain has appropriated thousands of millions
of India’s wealth for building up and maintaining her British

Indian Empire, and for directly drawing vast wealth to herself ;

that she is continuing to drain about £30,000,000 of India’s wealth

every year unceasingly in a varioty of ways; and ‘that she has

thereby reduced the bulk of the Indian population to extreme

poverty, destitution and degradation ; it is therefore her bound

duty in common justice and humanity to pay from her own
exchequer the costs of all famines and "diseases causad by such
impoverishment,

¢ That, therefore, for the present famine and diseases the British
Hxchequer should pay the whole cost of both saving lifs and
rostoring the stricken peopls to their normal industrial condition
and wants, instead of further oppressing and crushing the Indian
people themselyes to find those costs directly or by loan under the
deceptive pretext or disguise of what is called *the resonrces of the
Government of India,” whick simply means squeezing the wretched
people themselyes.

¢“That it is most humiliating and disereditable to the British
name that other countries should be appealed to or should have to
come to Britain’s help for relief of Britain’s own subjeots, and
after and by her un-British rule of about 150 years.

“ And that for the further prevention of famines and plagues,
and to restore prosperity to the Indian people, as well as for benefit-
ing vastly tho masses of the British people also, measures must be
adopted to put an end to the exhausting and impoverishing bleed-
ing, by dealing with justice forall expendi for British i

and by honourally carrying out the true and declared policy and

- solemn pledges of the Brifish people, Parliament and Sovereign,
by the Act 1833 and her Majesty’s Proclamations of 1858, 1877,
and 1887."’

Dealing with the first part of the resolution, he said it was a pure

maotter of fact that Great Britain, during the whole period of her
connexion with India, had never spent a single farthing of British
money on the Eastern Empire. All the great wars which had been
engaged in had been paid for by the Indians themselves, and it was
India, or rather its Natives, who had given this noble heritage to the
British Empire. Indians had also shed their blood in order to main-
tain and extend that empire. Up to the time of the Indian Mutiny
the British Army there never exceeded 40,000 men, while its average
strength was from 15,000 to 20,000 men. Buf the Indian Army of
200,000 was placed at the service of the Himpire: it was maintained
by India, and it shed its blood for India. Surely these facts required
no comment. But that was not all. From the time when Great
Britain first obtained territorial juriediction in India down to the
present day it had drawn millions upon millions sterling from that
empire. Great Britain had appropriated this Indian wealth, thereby
reducing the population to extreme poverty. At the beginning of the
century only about 3 millions & year was drawn from India, kut now
the amount talen away was officially admitted to be about 30 millions
sterling annmally. This was an open sore, and no country could
withstand being bled unceasingly in this manner. (Hear, hear.) As
he had said the result had been to reduce the bulk of the Indian
population to extreme poverty, destitution, and d dation ; and, to

until the bleeding was stopped India would have no chance of pros-
perity. It surely was the duty of the British Exchequer, seeiug
that their policy was respensible for the present famine and disease,
to pay the whole cost of saving life and of restoring the stricken
people fo their normal industrial condition instead of further oppress-
ing and crushing the Indian people themselves by compelling them to
find these costs directly or by loan under the deceptive pretext or
disguise of what is called ¢ ‘the of the Gow t of
India,”” which simply meaunt sqeezing the wretched people them-
selves. The term ‘‘resources of the Government of India’’ was a |
most deceptive one. Thoy had often beon told that India had not
exhausted her borrowing powers. Bat what were the facts? The
Government of India consisted of Europeans. The Tndians had not
the slightest voice in the expeuditure of a single farthing. They had
only to pay, and, before any portion of the taxation exacted from
them could be used for the benefit of India, 200,000,000 of rupecs
were annually devoted to the payment of salaries and pensions of
Torop who tituted the Gov t of India. The popula-
tion of England paid 50s. per head per annum in the form of taxa-
tion. "I'he people of India did not even pay 5s. per head ; yet, strange
to say, thoy were crushed by a heavier burden of taxation than were
the English. The incidence and heaviness of taxation did not depend |
upon the amount; it depended upon the capacity to bear it; and the |
fact was that, while English taxation represented from 6 per cent. to
8 per cent. of the taxpayers’ income, the texation in India repre-
sented 14 or 15 per cent. They all knew how hard it was for a man
earning £1 per week to give 1s. out of ity It was far more easy fora
man with an income of £1,000 a year to give away £100; and
hence it was that the people of India, in their wretchedness and
impoverishment, felt so heavily the taxation imposed npon them.
‘Was it not most humiliating and discreditable to the British
name that other countries should be appealed to to come to Britain’s
help for the relief of Britain’s own subjects after they had been
under British rule for a period of 150 years ? British rule was supposed
to confer great blessings mpon the Tndian race. But what had
been the results of it? Millions of the people were dying of
famine and disease, and scores of millions from year’s end to
year’s end, never knew what it was to have a foll meal! As had
been well said it was a shame that our own fellow-subjects should
starye while the British Empire was the greatest and richest in the
world. In freating India as they were doing they were killing the
bird that laid the golden eggs. They were deriving great henefits
from India, but those benefits ocarried with thom *losses to the"
Indien people. If they would only treat India honestly, if they
would act as honourable Englishmen and fulfil their pledges to India
they would be able to gain ten times as much benefit from India, and
those benefits would then earry with them the blessings of the Tndian
people. More than that, how was the wealth now withdrawn from
India distributed # Tt went into the pockets of the capitalists and '
the higher clagses. It did not benefit the working men of Great
Britain. He had no desire to appeal to their selfishness, bub he was
bound to point out the economic fact that the doing of evil reflected.
upon all who had a share in it. Now, in England the production
represented something like £40 per head per annum. They exported
goods to the whole world and the amount of exports was placed at
three hundred millions sterling per annum. Upon those exports
rested the question of their employment. Their own colonies had
elammed the door of protection in their faco, Europesn countries had.
also adopted protective tariffs; so too, had the United States of.
America, and yet, notwithstanding this fact, Great Britain annually
exported produce to the value of three hundred millions sterling.
India was the only place where they had perfect freedom of trade,
entirely under their own control.  But what proportion of the
British exports went inte thai country? Only about twenty-five
million sterling. Why was it that such a emall amount was exported
to India ? Bimply because the process of bleeding had been carried |
on to such an extent that the people had literally no money loft
with which to buy British produce. Now if, instead of treating the
natives of India in this cruel and barbarous fashion, they were to
deal with them honestly, what would be the result? Tet them
ber that the Indians were mnot a, race ‘of savages. Two

use the terms of his resolution, it was ‘‘Great Britain’s bounden duty,
in common justice and humanity, to pay from her own Exchequer the
costs of all famines and diseases caused by such impoverishment.”’
There could only be one ending to this continual bleeding of India.
Famine was following upon famine; each visitation was becomin,
more disastrous, and the present was the most disastrous of the
whole century. For from thirty to forty years he had been as one
crying in the wilderness against this terrible treatment. He had
realised, and he had endeavoured to make the people realise, that a
country thus drained must in the end die. Great Britain owed a debt
to these poor, wretched, dying people. (Hear, hear.) The British
people, through their policy, were the cause of the misery which now
prevailed, and the least they could do surely was to try and help the
natives of Indiain their time of terrible distréss. The great idea of
the Tndian Government appeared to be not to let the English tax-
ayer have any trouble or annoyance in connection with India. The
rulers of that Empire seemed to think that the moment the English
taxpayerswas called upon to contribute a farthing for the maintenance
of India, ho would demand to know the reason why India had been
treated in the manner she had been. They were well aware, too,
that no good reason could be shown for such treatment, Let him
give one illustration of the unwisdom of maintaining a running sore.
Thirty years ago France and Gtermany had a deadly struggle. France
Wwas beaten aud had to pay dearly forit. A heavy burden was im-
posed upon her, a severe wound was inflicted. But in process of
time it healed. France paid her debt, the account was closed, and
sho became a8 prosperous as ever. Why was not an endeavour made
to treat Tndia in the same way? Why, having once drawn from her
enormous sums of money, was not the account closed and the natives
. of India allowéd to reap the henefit of the wealth which their country
¢ produced? No. The policy was to keep the wound running day
. after day and month after month, and they might rely upon it that

thousand years ago they were: thesmost. highly civilised nation in the
world. And what sort of people were the natives of England when
at that period they were discovered by Ceesar? (A laugh.), Now the
Indians knew how to enjoy the good things of this world, and if
they were only allowed to benefit by what they produced they would
be able to buy the manufactures of Great Britain. ‘The éovem-
ment were willing: to maesacre savages in South Africa-in order
to find markets for British goods, whereas if they would only develop
the resources of India with her three Hundred millions of population,
they would find ample outlet for.British trade, and there would
s00n cease to be any unemployed in' Gireat Britain. Thus if they
would only adopt an honest policy to India they would benefit ten
times to the extent they now did. Nemesis always followed upon
unrighteousness, and, as Lord Salisbury once said, ‘“Tnjustice will
bring the mighticst of tho carth to ruin.” He did not see why..
England should be an exception to that rule. British rule had |
given the people security of life and property, but of what value
to them was a life which meant death by starvation or disease, or of |
what good was property when it was only produced for the beaefit of |
Great Britain ? The fact was that Indian natives were mere helots; -
They were worse than American glaves, for the latter wers at least
taken care of by their masters, whose property they were. All the
Indian people asked was that this country should faithfully carry
oub the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858 which promised
that “Onr subjects of whatever raco or creed be freely and impartially
admitted to offices in our service the duties of which they may be
qualified to discharge’’ Hitherto the policy of Cireat Britain had
been in distinct contravention of Parliamentary pledges und of the
Queen’s Proclamation. The romance was that British rule was a
blessing to India ; the reality was that it was destroying India, and
they might depend upon it thaf the destruction of India mudy

ultimately be followed by the destriction of Great Britain. Let
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them alter their policy before it was too late. He very much fearod
that the present famine would be followed by another famine next
year, because the land had become so dry. Things were going from
Worse to worse, and it behoved the people of Great Britain to arouse
themselves, and in the i ( ity and justice
to adopt such a policy in India as would enable the people to develop
the enormons wealth of that country and to enjoy the fruits of their
own coun (Loud cheers. g

The resolution was then pnt to the meeting and unanimously
approved, and the chairman was authorised to sign and forward
to0.the Prime Minister a petition embodying its provisions.

Jmperial Parliament.

Thwrsday, July 19,
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
Tmperial Institute (Indian Section),—Copy proscntod,—of Annual
Report of the Imperial Institute (Indian Section) for the year 1899~
1900 [by Command] ; to lie upon the Table.

LOYALTY AND PENAL LEGISLATION.

Sir Wirzzan W: asked the Secretary of State for India
whether, looking to the loyalty and patience manifested by the
Indian people while suffering from grievous calamities, and looking:
to the benefit to Imperial interests from such manifestation at the
present time, ha wenld consider whether, by withdrawing recent penal
legislation, this loyalty might be recognised, and the Indiun people
assured of the confidence and appreciation of her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

Lord G. Haxmron: The loyalty, courage, and resignation mani-
fested by the Indian people in the face of most grievous calamities
are most fully appreciated by her Majesty’s Government and by the
people of this country, and on more than ome occasion both the
Viceroy in India and T as Secretary of State in England have given
unstinted expression of our admiration of their demeanour and con-
duct. I do not know what the hon. member means by tho with-
drawal of recent penal legislation, for during my tenure of office no
guch legislation has been sanctioned. :

Sir W. WenpERBURN: Does not the noble lord understand that T
refer to the law with regard to the press and seditiun, which now
appear not to be necessary.

Lord G. Hanuzrox : If the hon. baronet will be good enough to
examine that law, T think he will find it exactly the same as that
wl ich obtains in this country.

Mr. Swrrr MAcNEmLL: Remember the cage of the Natu brothers.

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Mr. BucHANAN asked the Secretary of State for India how long had
tho officc of the Commandor-in-Chief in India been vacant, and
when was an appointment to be made.

Lox:\i G. Hamron: Sir W, Lockhart died suddenly on March 18,
and since then General Sir Power Palmer has discharged, as acting
COommander-in-Chief, the functions of the office. A permanent
appointment will be made before long.

REMISSIONS OF LAND REVENUE,

Sir Wiziraw Weporssury asked the Secrotary of State for
India whether he was aware that in the famine of 1896-97 the
Government of the North-West Provinces remitted land revenne to
the extent of Rs. 6,000,000, while the Govérnment of Bombay
remitted Rs. 16,000 :

And, whether, looking' to the remarks of the Famine Com-
missioners of 1808, who approved the liberal remissfons in the
North-West Provinces a8 mitigating distress, while taking exooption
to the course followed in Bombay, he would urge upon the Bombay
Government a more libersl policy than that followed by them in
1896-97.

TLord G. Hamrurow: In the North-West Provinces, where the
population of the affected districts may bo taken to have been
195 millions, the Goyernment during the famine of 1897-98 remitted
Ievenue bu the extent of 6,000,000 rupees; in Bombay, on a popula-

tion of eight millions, about 800,000 Tupees were either remitted
or suspended, and 5,003,000 rupees were loaned out to oceupiers.

The Commissioners point out in their report that the land revenue

assessment of the Bombay Decean is admittedly light ; and on the

whole I‘ am nob prepared to accept without reservation the hon.
member’s version of their opinion as to the measures taken in the

Nor.Lh-V_Vest Provinces and in Bombay respectively. So far as the

famine i8 concerned, I have eyery reason fo believe that the Bombay
. (}ov.emment are acting in a judicions and Liberal spirit towards the

cultivators under their jurisdiction, In Gnjerat alone the Bombay

Government report that they had up to July deliberately loft un-

collested two-thirds of the land revenue in the affected distriots

Sx.r W. Webpersuex : The noble lord will understand I b;m Te-
ferring te remissions and not suspensions?.

Lord G. Haxurron : Quite so.

FAMINE LOANS TO NATIVE STATES.

Sir Wirnian Wepbersuen ssked the Secretary of BState for
India, whether he was now in a position to specify _the amounts
advanced by the Government of India to the several Native Stetes by
way of famine loans : 2

Whether, when making each loan, the Government of India
sqcertained thab the Btate was excrcising economy in its general
administration, with & view both to the relief of the famine-stricken
and the repaymont of the loan : L

And, whether the Bh State in K ar applied for a
famine loan of 30 lakhs, what was the reason why Bhaunagar, recently
prosperous, was now in financial straits, and had the Government of
India satisfied iteelf that this State had reduced all mnnecessary
expenditure both in India and in England.

Tord G. Hamrmron: The total amount of loans to Native States
for relief purposes sanctioned up to the end of May cither from
Government funds or on Glovernmont guarantee was £1,217,000. A
list of these loans will be found st the end of the papers presented
to Parliament regarding famins relief in Native States, which papers
will, I hope, be distributed before the end of next week. The
Government of India has repeatedly inculcated strict economy on
Native States suffering from famine and applying for financial
assistance. Applications for loans to such States and their conduct
of relief are subjected to such tiny and supervision ag
are possible without undesirable interf Bh ar is un-
doubtedly a prosperous State; but its Government has recently
invested £507,000 in its railways, and had a working cash balance of
only £20,000 at the beginning of the year. Owing to the famineits _
income has shrunk and its diturs has d iderably.
The net deficit to be met was estimated in March last ab £147,000;
and so the State applied for and received a large loan from Govern-
ment. The ways and means of the State, its intended expenditure,
and the possible economies to be mads were considered by the Govern-
ment of India before the loan was granted.

THE RAINFALL.

Sir MancEERTEE BmOwNAGGREED asked the Secretary of State for
India, whether he had official information to the effect of the tele-
graphic news received since yesterday of satisfactory rainfalls having
taken place in the areas affected by the famine ; if so, could he give the
total of the rainfall since the monsoon set in up to date in the
several affected districts, and stato if it was regarded as decidedly
improving the prospects of the ensuing crops in those parts.

Tord G. Hamrrron : I am glad to say that T have received a report
of good rainfalls in most parts of tho famine area. The telegram
giving this intelligence was dated Simla, July 14, and has been
published in the newspapers. Buf I am afraid I cannot at present
give precise figures of the rainfall up to date in the several affected
districts.

MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE.

Mr. 0. P. Boorr asked the Secretary of State for India if he could
state what, approximately, were the percentages of deaths among the
cattle in the famine districts, and what funds were available for the
supply of fodder and seed grain to the cultivators in these districts :

And what steps were heing taken to secure a supply of fodder for the
surviving cattle, and what proportion of the cattle recently supplie
to make good previous losses had died from want of fodder. ;

Lord G. Hamrvron: I have no precise figures about the mortality
among cattle. Ve shall learn some months hence what approxi-
mately the losses have been in British distriots when the yearly
returns are made up of the number of cattle alive. No similar returns
are made for Native States. Tha fands at present allotted for the
supply of seed grain and cattle to cultivators in British districts are
123 lakhs for advances to cultivators. The charitable funds have
also distributed for the same purposs a considerable sum to the poorer
cultivators. Strenuous efforts were made in parts of the Bombay
Presidency to collect and distribute fodder earlier in the season. Now
that rain has come and grass is growing, I do not anticipate that
further endeavours in that direction will be required. I am not able
to eay what proportion of the recently supplied cattls have perished
irom lack of fodder or from lack of water.

- THE FAMINE MEDICAL SERVICE.

Mr. C. P. Scort asked the Secretary of State for India whether, in
view of the outbreak of cholera in the famine districts of India, any,
and, if so, what addition had been made to the famine medical
service :

And whether he could state the number of deaths from cholera in
the famine districts.

Lord G. Hawmrow: I am not able to state the number of addi-
tional medical officers and medical subordinates sent to the famine
distriots in consequonce of the outbreal of cholera. I was informed
that as regards the worst cholera tract in the middle of June the local
authorities thera had received as much extra medical help as they
thought necessary. The returns which havye reached me show that
during the month of June the telegrams stated that 22,198 chalera

deaths ywere reported from British famine districts, and there Werg
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19,122 from Native States similarly afflicted. During the three
‘weeks ended on July 7 the reported cholera deaths averaged 6,562 a
week for British famine ditricts and 6,185 a week for Native States
affested hy famine.

THE TROOPS SENT TO CHINA.

Mr. MacNzrrn asked the Scoretary of State for India, whether
the expenses of the 22,000 troops withdrawn from the Indian
establishment to gerve in China would fall on the Imperial or on the
Indian Exchequer:

And, whether provision would be made, having regard to the fact
that no fewer than 00,000,000 persons in India were affected by the
famine fow devastating that dependency of the Crown, thab the

inf of the st ts, native or otherwise, now serving out
of India bo not charged directly or indirectly on the Indian Revenue.

Lord G. Hanmrzron : I have on several ocousions stated that the cost
of the Indian troops sent to China will be paid out of the Imperial
Exchequer. The number so sent is not 22,000 but less than half that
number. 7

THE YIELD OF NEW TAXES.

Sir Wirtian Wi asked the Secrotary of State for
India whether he would grant a Roturn showing the amount yiclded
by new taxation imposed in India in or since the year 1886, and
stating in each case the purpose for which such taxation was at the
time s2id to be imposed.

Lord G. Haxmrrox: There is no objeotion to the Motion for the
Return which the hon. baronet desires.

Friday, July 20. 2
HOUSE OF LORDS.

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON INDIAN
EXPENDITURE.

IMPORTANT DEBATE.

AT LEAST £250,000 A YEAR TO BE REFUNDED
TO INDIA.

The Earr or Nommusroox called attention to the report of the
Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure, acked her Majeaty’s
Government whether they proposed to accept the recommendations of
the Commiesion, and moved for copies of any correspondence between
the Secretary of State for India in Council and the Treasury on the
subject. He gaid that the Royal Commission were instructed to
inguire into the administration and it of the military and
civil expenditure of India, and also into the apportionment of charge
between the Governments of the United Kingdom and of India. He,
however, proposed to confine his remarks to the second head of tho
order of ref ly, the app t of charge the
two Governments, and of that apportionment almost entirely to the

. charge on account of her Majesty’s forces serving in Indie. The
history of the question was a rather sad ons. For twenty-five years
successive Governors-General of India and successive Secretaries of
State for India had protested against what they considered to be the
excessive chargo which had been put upon the reyenues of India on
account of her Majesty’s forces serving in that country. Twenty
years ago he was asked by Mr. Stanhope, then Secretary of State for
India, to preside over a small Commission to inquire into the subject.
After sitting ten years the C ission d ined i ly what
the charge to be paid by India should be per effective head of her
Majesty’s troops serving in India. They then approached the

tion of 1 of the matter and requested that

bet.

be heard. Ho hoped that some plan based upon these recommenda-
tions of the Commission would be adopted at once by the Gov_ernment
in order that unfortunate disputes might never occur again. The
neceseity for such a step was still further established by the present
condition of things in South Africa and China. The equitable ple%s
in regard to this matter malnly depended on Lord Lnnsdownlea
despatch of March 25, 1890, which stated that Indian foreiqn policy
was really determined by Imperial rather than by Indian con-
siderations, and that the Indian army served for Imperial as well as
for Indian purposes. What better authority could there be than that
of Tord Lansdowne in this despatch, which was signed also by Lord
Roberte? He said, ‘“Millions of money had been spent on increasing
the army of India, on armaments and fortifications, to provide for the
security of India, not against domestic enemies or to prevent the
incursions of the warlike people of adjoining countries, but to
maintain the supremacy of British power in the East. The scope of
all these great and costly measures reaches far beyond Indian limits,
and ths policy which dictates them is an Tmperial policy. We claim
therefore, that in the maintenance.of the British forces im this
country & just and even liberal view should be taken of the charges
which should legitimately be made against Indian revennes.” The
Commission suggested that the two main recommendations should be
considered when the capitation rate was revised; but they recom-
mended an immediate and substantial relief of about £300,000 a
year. For his part he was quite ready to accept arbitration, with
the reservation thet India should receive proper consideration for the
great delay in the settlement of her claims. The Treasury had Lord
Lansdowne’s report before them in 1890, and the guestion might
have been settled in 1893. Now it could not be settled before 1901.
In his opinion India was entitled to consideration in that respeot, and
he did not think it was too much to ask that eight years’ arrears of
this £300,000 should be given to India. It was a mere trifle. Those
eight years of arrears amounted to £2,400,000, and if £2,400,000
of the Indian debt was taken over by this country it would only add
a charge of £66,000 a year to the British Exchequer. He hoped her
Majesty’s Government would be able to give an assuramce that
equitable treatment would be given to India in this matter. If the
treatment he had suggested was carried out by the Government
he felt sure that it would be exceedingly well received in India,
(Bear, hear.)

TLord Wrrsy said that the of the C
were entitled to the utmost consideration, but they must hold a just
balance between the claims of the Indian taxpayer and the claims of
the British taxpayer. In regard to the recommendations which
the noble earl had mentioned the C issi were
From 1861 to 1884 the taxes of Indin wero largely increased,
but at the ond of that period they had fallen to the
level of the taxes before the Mutiny broke out. That was
the result of remarkable economy both in regard to ocivil and
military administration. He thought the history of financial

dmini: ion in India bet 1861 and 1884 was very remarkable,
and was paralleled in very few countries in the world. From 1884
to 1896, owing to the fall in exchange and the demands for military
expenditure, the taxation which had been remitted was reimposed.
It should, however, be mentioned that but for the fall in exchange
the natural growth of the Indian revenue was so satisfactory that
after the increased demands for military expenditure had been met:
there would have been left a considsrable surplus applicable ta the
reduction of the debt. The Commission was struck by the satisfactory
natural growth of revenuse, showing, on the whole, 2 healthy state of
things in the Empire, but it appeared to them that the increase was
not more then might naturally be expected in the case of a growing:
Empire. The Commission did not come to its enquiry with any

deati

a1 ap
they should be lied with a of the of the

1| It was largely of offieials who were

Governors of India on the subject. A d ing those
opinions was received, but it wes not communicated to his Com-

mission for twelye months after its receipt in this conntry, and then

of one another’s infirmities. The report of the Uommission
deserved weight because it was unbiaged and unprejudiced. Daring

her fi had been d to faithful st

it was sent by two letts from the S 'y of
State for War and the other from the Treasury—stating that the
writers were by no means inclined to accept the opinions of the
Governors of India upon the subject. So far as his Commission was
concerned the matter dropped. Nothing was dona until 1895, when
8ir Henry Fowler, then Secretary of Stats for Indie, appointed a
gammission, to the report of which he now drew attention. That

the forty years that India had been under the rule of her Majesty,
ial ini i 1

The system under which the finances of India were administered was
sound, and one in which Parliament might fairly have confidence.
The large growth of the non-effective servies struck the Commission,
and they considered the Indian Government ought to subject the
regulations relating to that service to oareful enquiry. The auditi
system of India would not be satisfactory uatil ths independence of

issued a and a report. The minority

the Ci ller, and Auditor-G 1 was letely established.

consisted of Sir W. Wedderburn, Mr. W. 8. Caine, and Mr.
Dadabhai Naoroji; the majority, of Lord Welby, Chairman, Mr,
O?urtuey, Mr. Jackson, Sir E. Hamilton, Sir R. Knox, Sir J. Peile,
Sir A. Scoble, Mr. Ryder, Mr. Buchanan, and Mr. Mowbray. He
‘was perfectly satisfied with the impartiality and ability of those who
seryed, but at 2ny rate the English Government could not say that
thero was any bias in fayour of India. The main features of the
report were, first, a plan for gettling any questions which might arise
a8 to the charge for troops, English or Indian, lent by either
Government to the other. The second was a plan for settling other
guestions by arbitration—{for everyone agreed that both sides should

Although the d of the O fell short in many
respects of the desires of the Indian Government their adoption
would go far o remove just grounds of complaint.

The Earr or Oxsnow said that the noble ear]l who trought forward
the motion before the Houss hud yery wide experience of the adminis=
tration of Indian affairs. The eyidence given by the noble earl befora
the Commiesion hag led to, perhaps, the most valuable part of the
report which their lordships were now considering. Tiord Welby
expressed the hope that the Goyernment would accapt the raport ag
the decision of a competent and judicial tribunal. So far,qat any

rate, as that part of it was concerned which dealt with the history of
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the finances and administration of India, he had no complaints what-
ever to make, and he certainly was prepared to accept entirely the
opinions which they had arrived at. The Commission took evidence
for upwards cf two years, and they were somsthing like threo yoars
in considering what should be their report. In these circumstances
it could hardly be considered unreasonable if her Majesty's Govern-
ment had not in the three months which had elapsed since the
publication of the report been able to ider it in all its b
Tt had seemed to them that the most important point in the report was
the g of the apporti of charges b the Indian
" Government and the home Government, and it was to that question
that the Government had in the first place devoted their ti

pendent. On the contrary, he was of opinion that her position would
be one of far less ity if she had no ion with this country.
Was there not a Power beyond the frontier of India, end would that
Power be no longer a danger to the country if we were to cease to
hold India® He did not assume there were any extraordinary
designs on the part of that Power with regard to India, but it wss
impossible to suppose that if India were left to protect herself .ahe
would not be exposed to any danger from that great Power just
beyond her frontier. Therefore, he did not admit the argument that
the Indian army was maintained entirely for Imperial purposes. He
cortainly did not look with favour upon the appointment of & perma-
nent arbi tribunal presided over by a judge to determine

the Indian Government and the home Government.

Her Majesty’s Government had not yet carefully idered the
suggestions made for the ssttlement of the question of the yay_mente

Ho had the greatest respect for the judges in the performance of the
duties appertaining to them; but as a rule judges were no more

for Indian troops when they were employed beyond the of
India, or for the establish t of an arbi ion tribunal to

the diff the Gov of India and the Imperial
Government; and between the India Office, the War Office, the
Treasury, and the other departments of State with which the India
Office was brought into communication. These matters were receiv-
ing careful consideration. In this country they thoroughly under-
stood what was the meaning of a dispute between two Government
Departments. Bach Department was naturally doing the best for
its views and interests, but it did not commend itself in that light to
the people of India, who were led away by the impression that the
Imperial Government was trying to take an advantege and deal
illiberally with them. That, he agreed, was something they ought
to do all they could to diminish, if not to put an end to altogether.
He for one would have been more glad if the Commission could have
seen its way to make some suggestions which would enable them to
geb rid altogether of the subjects of diff which were tantl
arising between ths Departments at home, but he could not help
thinking that when they were able to give full consideration to the
Teport they might see some way in which they might avoid these
disputes in the future. Her Majesty’s Government were quite
willing to extend the principle of arbitration. They agreed with the
noble earl in his desire to refer as far as possible all the questions of
dispute that might arise between the Tmperial Government and the
Government of India to arbitration. (Hear, hear.) The noble chair-
man of the Commission had expressed his own opinion that it was
desirable that the practice of audit in India should be assimilated to
the practice in this country, but as that recommendation had not the
authority which would have @ttached toa 1 of the majori

batw

qualified to determine political questions than he was to discharge the
duties of Lord Ch 11 It was absolutel y that an
arbitrator in such matters should have some political training. But
the argument did not exclude a reference to arbitration in certain
cases of dispute. What he insisted upon was this, that in dealing
with Indian affairs the Parliament of this country, led by the Govern-
ment of this country, must be supreme. In his opinion, any attempt
to pass by the Government of this country and the Parliament of this
country would fail. Another point on which there was some mis-
conception was in regard to the amount paid by India for the service
of her Majesty’s army in India. It was being constantly said that
the Indizn army was the reserve of this country. But was not the
army of this country the reserve of India? If the Indian Government
had to maintain an additional number of troops equal to that reserve
it would mean a very large additional expenditure indeed. The whole
of the Imperial army was available for service in India, if India were
in danger ; and it was only right that in return this country should
regard the Indian army as a reserve. But when it came to the
question what India should pay for this service, he was always
inclined to say that we should take a liberal and generous view of
the matter. He thought we ought not to be too stiff in dealing with
financial questions which arose between us and India. The soundest
policy of this country was to treat our fellow-subjects in India in
wise and generous spirit. >
The Marquis of Sirrsuury said that on the whole he concurred
with the remarks of Lord Kimberley. He was glad that the India
Office, under the guidance of the Commission, had been zble to make

of the Commission, he could not hold out any hope that her Msj;nty’ds
Government would be able to give it their favourable cousideration.
He might point out, however, that in India the audit was carried
out continuously, that the officials of the Comptroller and the
Auditor-General were in every department, that they checked and
disallowed at once all items which, in their opinion, ought not to be
charged, and that the charge came home for the senction of the
Secretary of State in the course of a very short time. In addition
to that, there was a practice in India of carrying on a test audit,
‘which, on the admission of the chai of the C i was of
very great value, and which did not obtain in this country. He was
content to rely on the report of the majority of the Commission that
they considered the audit in India to be well d and efficient

P y which app d to be satisfactery to those
who had charge of the administration in Tndia, but he entirely con-
curred with the noble earl in repudiating the idea that India had any
reason to complain of the treatment she had received. It was very
desirable that the treatment of India should be generous and liberal,
because, as one reason, the mass of the people of that country were
much more struggling and suffering than the mass of the people
here. Apart from the question of liberality and generosity, the
matter must be looked upon as one of adjustment of the burden
between the taxpayers of the two countries. People talked as if the
expense was Imperial, and therefore that we ought to undertake it
without considering whether it fell more upon us thanit did upon the
Indian exchequer. That seemed to him an unsound doctrine. The

He could assure the noble earl and the noble lord who presided over
the Commission that her Majesty’s Government intended to accept
the recommendations of the noble lord as regarded the amount which,
in their opinion ought to be contribated by the Imperial Government
towards the revenues of India. That amount was, he thought,
£293,000. But ke might point out that the Commission made an
error which somewhat vitiated those figures and reduced the tota)
sum to £257,000. He was not prepared to pledge himself to
the particular items and heads under which this contribu-
tion should be made, but he could say that her Majesty’s
Government were willing to accept the recommendations of the
Commission and to give at least £250,000 and probably more towards
the relief of the revenues of India. Her Majesty’s Go desire

dens of empire ought to be borne as far as possible

according to equal and equitable rule. There was another fallacy in
arguing Indian questions which had been pushed too much forward,
and that was that we wera bound to bear a certain number of ex-
penses on behalf of India because, as a matter of fact, we had borne
similar expenses on behalf of many of our colonies. He could not
see the cogency of that argument at all. We had undoubtedly been
dingl in our deali with the colonies during the
past fifty years, but he did not think that by that we incurred the
obligation to apply precisely tho same rule to every other case that
came up for judgment, or that we were bound to discharge this or
that claim on the part of India because we had discharged a similar
claim on the part of our colonies. There was no special call for

to treat India, not only equitably, but liberally ; and if time were
given them they hoped to give effect to other recommendations of the
Royal Commission. (Hear, hear.)

The Tarl of K1 thought it was not ble that as
the Royal Commission had taken five years to produce its report, the
Government ghould e allowed reasonable tims to consider how they
would act in regard to it. He had never taken the view that India
was unfairly treated by this country. It was said that the object of
the expenditure of millions of morey on the army of India was to
maintain the supremacy of the Britich power in the Bast, and that
the policy which di d the whole t of India by this
country was an Imperial policy. But India was part of the Empire,
and consequently she must bear her share of the Imperial burden.
He assumed that on the whole our presence in Tndia was advantageous

the Indian people, and, assuming that, he conld not see that India,
on ggoount of her connexion with us, was exposed to any
danger that she would not be exposed to if she wers entirely inde-

pendi which came upon us because we occupied an Imperial
position. It was quite true that it depended wpon this country to
maks tho expenditure for the defence of both India and the colonies ;
but it was equally true that we did not incur the expenditure for
India as a matter of favour to India, or, rather, India did not incur
the olaim of allegiance as a matter of favour and consideration to us.
‘What was now happening in the East & ht home to a3 very much
how heavy the burden of defending our position in the East might
come to be. We might have in future to ask whether others besides
this little island were not concerned in the maintenance of that great
fubric of Chinese trade in which we participated. He nrged upon
those who had to deal with this question to recollect that we were not
dealing with a bottomless purse, and that, dlthough we were bound
1ot to put upon others any obligations they could not properly bear,
we might find that we could not without injustice to others accept
the exclusive burden of Empire. s

The motion for a return of copies of any, correspondence between

the India Office and the Treasury was then agreed to.
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HOUSE OF COMMON S.
PETITIONS.

East India (Contagious Diseases),—Petitions for alteration of Law ;
From Hoshangabad; Ferozepore; Celeutta ; Bundi; Shimoga;
Neemuch ; Sandoway ; Lurlhianaﬂ(t‘wg); Nagpur ; Hsipaw ; Bhais-

dehi ; Aijal ; Jalua (two); Ah ; Batala; Glirg ; Bengal;
Santipor ; Bankipur; Belgaum; and Muttra. To lis upon the
Table.

INDIAN TROOPS OUT OF INDIA.

Mr. Hzreent Roperts asked the Secretary of State for India
whether he would state what number of the 22,000 troops at present
drawn from the India establishment for foreign service were British
troops, apd what would be the number of British troops in India
subject to these deductions.

Lord G. Hanrrrow : The number of British troops at present with-
drawn from the Indian establishment for foreign service is about
8,600. Tha actnal number of British troops in India, allowing for
these dednections, is about 61,000.

THE FAMINE MEDICAL SERVICE.

Mr. Scorr asked the Seoretary of State for Indis whether the
services of more than one medical man had been availeble at most of
the large famine camps, containing from 20,000 to 30,000 people, at
any time during the famine or since the outbreak of cholera.

Lord G. Hamrrrow : T have not received details as to the individual
digtribution of medical officers and medical subordinates at the
different relief camps and relief houses. Tho Tamine Codes contain
full instructions for strengthoning the medical staff in famine districts,
for provision of hospital dation or relief works, for posting
a medical offlcer or a subordinate qualified for independent charge to
each hospital, and for the duties of such medical officers. The in-
structions as to eugaging additional medical officers and subordinates
from outside the regular service when need arises are £ull and clear.

DEATHS FROM CHOLERA.

Mr. Scorr asked the Secretary of State for India if he could state
the total number of deaths from cholera in the famine districts,
including the Native Stetes, since the beginning of the famine.

Lord G&. Hayirron: I have not yet received full statistios of
cholera deaths in British districts and Native States since the be-
ginning of the famine. When cholera became severely epidemic I
asked for weekly telegrams regarding the ravages, and in my answer
yesterday I quoted the totals of figures given in those telegrams,
which are published with the famino telegrams in the newspapers.

HMonduy, July 23.
HOUSE OF LORDS.
FAMINE AND IRRIGATION.

Lord Kmwwarep asked the Under-Secretary of State for Imdia
whether he would give a list of the irrigation and other works for the
prevention of famine undertaken since the last famine of 1897 and
the cost thereof ; also of the large works approved as being necessary
previous to 1897, which had not been undertaken owing to want of
surplus revenue, notwithstanding tho fact that they were expected
to be remunerative, and that money could be borrowed at a lower
rate than these works were expected to yield.

'he Earn or Oxnstow explained thet thers were three kinds of
irrigation works carried out by the Government of India. Thers
were, first, the major works, which wero paid for oub of borrowed
money and were expacted to be remunerative. Thers were, in tho
second place, minor works, which were constructed not: out of capital,
but out of revenue, and there were the protective works, which wers
paid for out of the Famine Fund and were also remunerative. A
return of all these works could be prepared if the noble lord thought
it necessary, but it would involve a considerable amount of labour.
He was not aware that there was any ground for the suggestion that
the cxpenditure on irrigation works had been cut down. On the
contrary, it had been steadily increasing in recent years. The
Viceroy had been giving very grent attention to this question, and ho
hoped to lay down a permunent scheme of, and a continnous policy in
reference to, irrigation works. The noble lord need have no appre-
hension that the money required to carry out these works would fall
short in years to come, because the major works were extremely
remunerative and, therefore, capital could be advantageously
borrowed for this purpose. It was the intention of the Gover

present systom of tol phi 1 en different g)aré;u
of the Empire and to consider in wlmt_ respects it requires to be
supplemented. To investigate the relations between private cable
companies and the Imperial and colonial CGovernments (ineluding the
Clovernment of India), tho amount of control at present exercised by
those Governments, and the policy which should be pursued by them
in foture, especially when new concessions are sought. To examing
existing rates, to report how fur they are fair and reasonable, and, if
not, how any reduction should be effected.”” The committee will
consist of Lord Balfour of Burleigh, as chairman, representing the
Board of 'Trade, the Postmaster-Gieneral, the Seorega,ry of the
Treasury, the Under-Secretaries for India and the Colonies, and two
members from the Intelligence branches of the Admiralty and the
War Office.

NUMBERS ON RELIEF.
DEATHS FROM CHOLERA.

Mr. Scorr asked the Secretary of Stats for Tndia whether he could
state the total numbar of persons on relief in the famine districts, and
the number who were still being relieved in famine camps :

And, whether he would obtain the statistics of deaths from chalera,
which wers available in India, for the information of the House before
the debate takes place on the Tndian Budget.

Lord G. Hamtpron: The famine telegram dated July 14, and
published in the daily Press, stated that 6,148,000 were in receipt of
roliof. It added that ‘“villago roliof and advancos were roplacing
relief works.”” 1 cannot at present specify how many out of this
totel were relieved at their villages and how many were on relief
works. T can obtuin the total figures for cholera deaths in British
distriots and in Native States, so far as they are available in India,
but they may not be sent in time for the debate on Thursday next.

MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE.

Mr. Scorr asked the Secretary of State for India whether, in
many of the famine diStricts, from 75 to 90 per cent. of the cabtle
had died ; what proportion of the cultivators in the districts affected
would need advances for seed and cattle ; and what proportion of
these could be assisted out of the 123 lakhs allotted for the purpose,
and the charitable funds :

And, whether he had information to show that there were enough
catile available in India to supply immediate needs; and, if nof,
whether any steps were being taken to make good the deficiency from
elsewhere.

Lord G. Hamivron : I have no trustworthy information about the
mortality among cattle ; nor can I give particulars as to the propor-
tion of cultivators that will be relieved from advances made b
Government and from the charitable fund respectively. If the funds
already allotted for thia purpose prove insufficient, more money will
be granted. No cattle huve been brought into India from outside to
meet the present need ; bub cattle are being moved into the famins
districts from more prosperous partsiof India.

Mr. Soorr asked the Secretary of State for India what steps, if any,
were being taken to assist the Governments of the Native States to
obtain the necessary funds for malking advances to cultivators for the
purchase of plough cattle and seed grains.

Lord G. Hanyrrrow: The losns to Native States for famine pur-
poses and the grants to those States from the charitable fund are
intended to cover tho nccossary advances and gifts to cultivators in
those tracts. In my answer to the hon. member for Banffshire on
Thursday I stated the amount of those loans. Up to the end of
May, 203 lakhs (£177,000) had also been allotted by the Central Com-
mittoe of the charitable fund for expenditure in Native States.

THE PURCHASE OF RAILWAYS.

Mr. Gornox asked the Secretary of State for India whether, in
calculating the rate of interest under the contract powers for paying
off (by annuities) the shareholders of the Hust India Railway Com-
pany in 1880, the Eastern Bengal Railway Company in 1884, and the
Scinde Railway Company in 1883, the agreed results (viz., £4 6s.,
£3 172., and £3 168. 6d.) were the outcome of the same method of
interpretation as explained before a Committee of the House of
Commons in 1879 by Sir Louis Mallet, Mr. Danvers, and Viscount
Cranbrook.

TLord G. Hinrrron: As I have before eaid, the purchase of the
East Indian Railway stands on quite a different footing from those
of the Bastern Bengal and Svinde Railway Companies, and was not
based on the average rate of interest received by investors. I have
no knowledge of how the Glovernor and Deputy-Governor of the
Bank of Fngland calenlated the rats of interest for the annuities of
the other two purchases.

Mr Gorpox asked whether the same mothod was followed on the

of India to carry these works out af as rapid a rate as was con-
gistent with their nature, and they believed that in a comparatively
short time all the land in India that was capable of irrigation would
be dealt with,

HOUSE OF OOMMONS.
ADVANCES TO AGRICULTURISTS.
East India (Famine),—Copy presented,—of Advances and Gifts to
Agriculturists for Seed, Cattle, and Subsistence at tho End of the
Famine [by Command]; to lie upon the Table.

3 5 CABLE. TELEGRAPHS.

ir E. Sissoon asked the Secretary of the Treasury whether he

wgé;le% stnt:h to i:het Hou;a tlig oonilpositiou of the dep‘;;{mant-al com-

mi on the system of cable telegraphs of the Empii

and the terms of its reference. il D
Mr. Hanpury : The terms of reference are: To enquire into the

three

Lord G. Haymrrow said he should imagine not, it having been dis-
tinctly laid down that sanction was only given to the exceptional
purchase in 1879 on the understunding that it was not to form a
precedent.

Mr. Gorpon asked the Secretary of State for India whether the
rates of interest agreed to by the Tndian Government on the termina-
tion of the contracts of the East Indian, Eastern Bengal, and Scinde
Railway Companies during the past two years (viz., £4 6s., £3 17x8.,
and £3 16s. 6d. per cent.), represented the average rate of interest
received by persons who invested in the three India sterling stocks
during the two-year-period relating to each of those three contracts.

Lord G. HayarroN : The Fast Indian railway was bought undor a
special arrangement outside the contract which the Seleet Committee
of 1879 (of which I was chairman) agreed to, on the understanding
that the rate fixed was not to form a precedent for determining the
terms of subsequent purchases under the Acts of Parliament, . The
other two railways were bought under the contract, and the rate of

interest was determined by the Governor and the Deputy; Governor
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of the Bank as prescribed by the Act of Parliament. I have no
knowledge of the view they took of the evidence given before the
Select Committee of 1879.

Mr. Gorpox asked whether the noble lord would make enquiry.

Tord G. Hamimron said that by Act of Parliament the Governor
and Deputy-Governor were given the power of deciding what the
rate was. He thought it would be most improper for the Secretary
of State to interfere.

Mr. Gorvox asked the Secretary of State for India whether it
was the intention of the Indian Government to pay due respect to
the precedents established during the past twenty years in their policy
regarding the determination of any future railway contracts ; and, if
not, whether he would give due notice of this intention, and an ex-
planation of his policy in the matter.

Tord G. HMaxrirox: It is the intention of the Secretary of State
in Council to act on all occasions of this k'nd in strict conformity
with the terms prescribed in the contracts with the various Indian
railway companies.

HOSPITAL SHIPS FOR CHINA.

Mr. Henperwiok asked the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs
what had been dome to provide for the proper care of the British
wounded at Tien-tein and Ta-ku, and whether there was any hospital
accommodation at Wei-hai-wei.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

The following Notices of Motion appear on the Order Paper of the
House of Commons i—

On going into Committee on Tast India Revenue Acconnts:

Mr. Ronmsox Sourrar,—To move, That, looking to the special
needs of the famine-stricken people in India on the approach of
the monsoon, this House recognises that funds are urgently
required to feed, clothe, and house the cultivators in their
viillnges until their crops are ripe; to provide them with plough
cattle, seed, and other requisites of cultivation ; and to restore them
al economic condition ; that these requirements cannot
met from Indian revenucs raised from the suifering
and within the necessarily restricted field of ordinary
that the funds subscribed by charity are alfogether
and this House is therefore of opinion
millions sterling
AactAtenlnmits

their norm
be adequately
Indian people,
relief operations ;
insufficient for these purposes :
that an Imperial free grant of not less than five
should be provided to assist in ting this unp
Sir W. Wedderburn and Mr. Caldwell have given notice of motion
in identical terms with the above. =
Mr. Buomasax,—To move, That, in view of the important military
aid rendered by India to the Empire in Africa, China, and elsewhere
outside the boundaries of India, this House is of opinion that the

Tord G. Haxurrrow, in the course of his reply, said: The G ment
of India have already provided a hospital ship and are prepared to

ppl t this dation by converting three transports into
hospital ships. The American hospital ship ‘“Maine’” has also been
placed at the disposal of her Majesty’s Government, and I am glad
to take this opportunity of expressing our gratitude for this great act
of generosity to the Atlantic Transport Company, which has furnished
the ship, and to the American ladies who have provided the funds for
equipping and maintaining it. T have also to inform the House that
T have received from the Maharajs Sindhia of Gwalior the offer of
a fully-equipped hospital ship for China, npon which he is willing to
spend twenty lakhs. This princely offer is matde on behalf of himself,
his mother, and his wife, to testify their loyalty to her Majesty the
Queen-Empress. Her Majesty’s Government have expressed their
acceptance of this most munificent offer and their deep eppreciation
of the motives which actuated his Highness to make it. (Ogeer!.)

Tuesday, -July 24.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THE RANGOON OUTRAGE.

Sir Lewrs M‘Iver asked the Secretary of State for India whether
Brigadier-General Rolland was removed from his command as
Brigadier on the ground of alleged apathy and inaction in what is
known as the Royal West Kent Regiment case ; and, if so, whether
the Secretary of State could name any specific act or omission on the
part of Brigadier-General Rolland justifying this charge ;

And whether he conld state anything in the matter which Brigadier-
General Rolland could have done, or ought to have done, and which
he failed to do.

Lord G. Hamirroy : The ground upon which Colonel Rolland was

d from his d in ion with the gross outrage
committed at Rangoon in April, 1899, was that, being in immediate
dat R imaril ible for discipli

2! P at the
station, he showed an apathy and inaction which conduced to a mis-
carriage of justice. His case was most carefully considered by the
Commander-in-Chief in India, by the Government of Tndia, and by
myself in Council ; and in allowing Colonel Rolland to remain in the
Service I adopted the most lenient course that was open to me under
the circumstances.

FIELD BATTERIES.

Sir Omarres Dirxs asked the Secretary of State for India whether
no such decision, tending to the reduction of guns in heavy field
batteries in India, had been taken as was suggested in the Blue-book
containing the financial statement and debate in the Viceroy’s Coun-
cil, recently laid before Parliament.

Lord G. Haxarrox : The question of the conversion of four heavy
field batteries of four guns each into two howitzer batteries of six
guns each is inseparably connected with other larger questions of
artillery organisation which are under consideration in communica-
tion with the War Office, and it has not yet been decided.

FAMINE RELIEF.

Sir Winrzax W: asked the 8 y of State for India
whether, with a view to stimulata liberality in subscriptions to the
Indian Famine Fund, he would, by a detailed statement, make clear
to the public what branches of relief were undertaken by the Indian
Govi and what b hes were d dent upon private charity :

And, whether he could give a rough estimate of the total expendi-
ture required from the Government of India and from private charity
mﬁcﬁvely in order to deal suitably with the present calamity.

rd G. Hayormon : Tf the hon. baronet will read any of the state-
ments which I haye sent to the Lord Mayor or the various published
letters I have written to the different organisations who have and are
collecting funds for the Indian Charitable Famine Fund, he will
there find clearly stated the branches of relief work undertaken by
the G and the idiary spheres of work reserved for
charity. As regards the second question, the hon. baronet will per-
haps allow ma to reserve till Thursday the general detailed statement
T sball be ready to make npon the Famine Expenditure.

Sir W. WeppeeruRN : May I askif the noble lord is not aware that
the relief functions of the Government haye been considerably ex-
tended bayond the criginal statement, and that the public are a little
in doubt as to what the exact position of the work is as between

charfty and Covernment work ?
Lo . Hasarron : It would be better if the hon. gentleman
would waf until Thursday, when the question will be fully di d

apport; t of charge be the Home and Indian Exchequers
should be revised and the contribution paid by India substantially
reduced.

Sir MANOHERTEE BHOWNAGGREE,—Distress in India,—To move,
That the spread of famine and scarcity over extensive areas and
affecting millions of inhabitants in India, although recurring at
irregular intervals, may be regarded as a certain calamity to which that
country is periodically exposed ; that the disastrous consequences of
such visitation are dered ble by the fact that an
unusually large proportion of its population is allowed to remain
dependent for its livelihood upon agricultural labour exclusively,
whereas nearly all other industrial pursuits for which the nat
resources of tho country offer wide scope are neglected ; that one
of the most effective methods by which the rigour of the famines
could be modified, and the buying power of the people now
succumbing to them increased, would be to enable large classes
of the agricultural populalion fto pursue other industries; and
that, therefore, it is the opinion of this House that the Government
of India shonld adopt measures for the elementary, industrial, and
technical instruction of the poorer communities, £o a8 to fit them for
more profitable manual labour in other directions besides agriculture.

Mr. Herseer Roperts,—To call attention to the Distress in
India, and to move,—That, in view of the frequent and wide-
spread famines which have occurred in India in recent years,
it is desirable, in the opinion of this House, to afford some
permanent relief and protection to the people in the future
firstly, by & more rapid extension of irrigation canals, storage tanks,
and wells ; secondly, by reducing the land tax in those provinces or
districts where it is excessive ; and thirdly, by relieving India of a
portion of the cost of the Indian army, which should equitably be
‘borne by the Imperial Exchequer.

Mr. Macrean,—To move, That_ this House deeply deplores the
appalling loss of life in India due to the inability of the Government
of Indis, for want of sufficient means and staff, to control the famine
in that country ; and this House records its conviction that, to insure
the Indian peasantry against future famines, a complete rovision of
the land revenue systems of India is essential.

Colonel Minwarp,—To.move, That having regard to the wide-
spread distress in India, and to the comparatively poor result of the
appeal for subscriptions in aid in Great Britain, it is desirable to

ppl t these subseripti by a free gift from the National
Excheguer of one million sterling, and that this sum be placed at the
unfettered discretion of the Viceroy.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.

Notice has been given of the following questions :—

Mr. Pomar Sranzore,—To ask the Secretary of State for India,
if he can state the estimated annual cost to be incurred by the pro-

osed addition of ninety-two Eurcpean officers to Punjab and Bengal

ative regiments ; and whether these cfficers will be always seleeted
from the Indizn Staff Corps, or from officers of Brifish regiments
serving their term in India, in some cages, appointed by patronage or
by the Commander-in-Chief ; and whelher selections for these addi-
tional officers could be made from experi d Native issioned
officers already borne on the strength of these Punjab and Bengal
regiments. [ Twrstay, July 26.]

Mr, Herserr Ronerrs,—To ask the Secretary of State for India
whether he will state what arrangements have been made, or will be
made, for the sick and wounded among the British troops in China.
[ Thursday, July 26.]

Mr. Gorvox,—To ask the Secretary of State for India, whether
tho methods of caloulating the rates of interest (which were settled
by the Bank of England), regarding the termination in 1884 and 1886
of the Eastern Bengal and Scinde Railway contracts, have rever been
checked and investigated by the India Office.

And, if no knowledge of this fi ial is on record at
the India Office, whether he will now seek to secure this information
for official purposes, and also for publication. [ Zhursday, July 26.]

Sir MaNcnERJEE BHOwNAGGREE,—To ask the Secretary of State for
Tndia, if he will give in separate figures the value of manufactured
artioles and raw materials respectively which are comprised in the
general headings export of handise and imports of merchandise,
in the table relating to Trade at page 9 of his Explanatory Memoran=
dum for 1900-1901. [Thursday, July 26.]
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wWrappers 2 5

Cheques and Posi Office Orders payable to W. DouarAs HALY,

Coples of INDIA can be obtained from the Offices of the
Paper; from IR.” ELII0T STOCK, Pafernoster Row, London,

“B.C.; and o order ab any Radlway Bookstall.

Pginted by A. Boxyer, 1 & 2, Took’s Gourt, London, E.C., and Published for {he Proprictors at 84 and 85, Palace Chambers, Westminster, 8.7,
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