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NOTES AND NEWS.

HERE is, after all, to be an enquiry into the causes of
famine in India, 'We owe it, however, not to the
Government of India, but to a great English journal. The
Manchester Guardian is sending to the famine districts
Mr. Vaughan Nash, the well-known writer on economics
who, with Mr. Massingham and Mr, Harold Spender,
lately resigned his post on the editorial staff of the Dauly
Chronicle rather than acquiesce silently in the present war.
My. Nash will approach the question of famine in India in
the spirit of impaxtial enquiry. The results of his investiga- |
tion are therefore likely to be important and helpful.

A COalcutta telegram of Wednesday’s date reported that
Lord Curzon had asked all the provincial Governments in
India to convene public meetings in aid of the Famine
Fund. On Wednesday evening the Mansion House Fund
amounted to £78,200, and a further remittance of £30,000
was made to Lord Curzon. We are glad to see that at a
public meeting in Manchester, convened by the Lord
Mayor on Tuesday, it was unanimously resolved ‘‘to open
a subseription list with a view to supplementing the efforts
now being made by the Indian Government to meet the
calamity.,” A representative committee was appointed,
and subscriptions to the amount of £4,000 were at once
announced. Lancashire is plainly determined to maintain
its tradition of public-spirited liberality.

Among the subscriptions received at the Mansion House
before the formal opening of the Indian Famine Fund
was a donation of £263 11s. 6d. from the * Headmaster
and Assistant Masters of Clifton College.” This sum was
contributed in response to a circular letter sent out to his
colleagues by one of the senior masters who has, by a
series of lectures on great Indian administrators, done
much to interest the school in Indian affairs. Clifton
College has peculiarly close relations with India, from the
large number of its former pupils who hold posts in the
civil and military services there; so that this recognition
on the part of the staff of a duty owed by Englishmen to
India at the present time has a special interest.

The Special Commissioner of the Zimes of India, generally
the firmest supporter of the Government among the
Anglo-Indian journals, contributes a very striking account
of the relief work accomplished in the Poona district—
striking not because the distress is especially great there,
for it is much less than it is in many other places, but
because it shows how baseless are the strictures of Lord
Curzon on the readiness of the people to seek relief. And
this is done with all the greater force because it is done
incidentally and without any such purpose having been
present to the mind of the narrator. It appears that when
““ the pinch began to be felt,” a relief work was opened at
Yosant to which 450 persons resorted; but” rain falling
from September 7 to 13 every one of them went away, for
there seemed good hope of the rabi crop. This hope was
doomed to disappointment. The rain ceased, and the
people returned to Yesant. On October 12 another work
was opened at Khed. To this there came 2,500 persons,
but half left at the end of the first week, being dissatisfied
with the wages. ‘“Famine, however, is relentless.” They
were soon back again, and others also. Another reliof
work was opened on November 1, and two more on

November. 7; but for nearly a month scarcely anyone came
to the latter. At ome of these, that at Khadkala, after it
had heen much resorted to, a chance of grass-cutting or =&
hope of saving some remmant of their own crops led to a
goneral exodus, only nine remaining. By January 29,
however, the number on relief at the various works in the
TPoona district amounted to 20,000, Here, then, we see
little evidence of a desire to crowd to the works without
necessity. On the contrary, there is a desire to leave
whenever any other chance of keeping body and soul
together presents itself. Famine, however, s relentless.
Is not this a sufficient explanation of the numbers who
seel assistance ?

While the Zimes of India thus unintentionally refutes
the Government’s aspersions on the Indian people, the
Champion attacks their new policy. Our eontemporary
reminds its readers that no less than thirty-seven crores of
rupees have been spent by the Indian Government on wars
and expeditions, and it contrasts this profusion with the
fear excited by a much smaller expenditure on famine
relief : —

Here is an enemy at its very door—the enemy of the State which
deprives it of its productive population by millions. And yet the
Government is alarmed because it thinks that with large numbers
resorting to the relief camps, State expenditure may swell. What of
that? The last famine cost seven and a-quarter crores. What if
this famine, admitted to be severer, cost ten or even twelve crores?
'Will they be well-spent or ill-spent? What are these twelve crores
to the ill-spent thirty-seven on wars and expeditions? But simply
because peaceful lives by the lakh are to be saved, the victims of our
own cast-iron policy of land revenue, we make all this noise, issue
- circulars and mandates, make speeches in the Council, and show the
greatest. solicitude for the tax-payer's monies? May we ask the
Government of India whether it displayed the same solicituds for
conserving the interest of the tax-payers when war was waged with
the unhappy Shere Ali? Did it display the same solicitude when
Chitral was annexed ? Did it care for the taxpayers’ iuterests when
the military expendi was p ly i d by three and
a-half crores per annum ? Did it care for the taxpayer when un-
hallowed exchange compensation was allowed to the military and
civil officrs to the tune of one and a half crores? Did it care for the
taxpayers’ interests when it closed the mints and at one stroke of the
pen diminished by 50 per cent, the value of the savings of the same
masses, most of whom are now going on famine relief ?

And to these questions what answer is possible save that
the extension of the Impire and the interests of its officials
are nearer to the heart of the Indian Government thait’the
lives of the Indian people ?

At the very moment when the Indian Government wore
contemplating a change of policy in regard to famine, and
an abandonment of that system of liberal relief of which they
have been wont to boast so loudly, the Viceroy took occasion,
during his recont tour, to claim for British rule that it had
been the first to recognise its responsibility to afford relief
in time of famine. As is so often the case in glorifications
of our Empire, this does injustice to our predecessors, and,
as the Zndian Spectator points out, there is a passage in the
last Famine Report which tells a different tale. The
Famine Commissioners say :—

‘We must not permit ourselves to be deceived by the vain hope that
the famines of recent years heve been more difficult to deal with than
those of the past, nor have we any right to suggest that those who
have gone before us were less humane than ourselves, for there is
direct evidence to the contrary.

For people who so very much object to criticism on them-
selves, are not Anglo-Indians a little rash in their
criticisms on others ?

How far missionaries should be entrusted with the
relief of famine on behalf of the State, has long been a
matter of dispute. Sir Antony MacDonnell during the
last visitation was much hlamed for not accepting the
services of the missionaries as freely as they were offered.
On the other hand, the suggestion in the letter addressed
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| that defined areas or special branches of famine velicf
should be entrusted to Christian missionaries has evoked
some protests in India. The Zndian Spectator thinks that
State relief should be lkept separate from sectarian or
volunta#ly charity. The masses, both Hindu and Mako-
metan, are inclined to believe that a bad famine is the great
opportunity for conversions to Christianity. The Zribune,
which is the very soul of toleration, while feeling the full
force of all this, points out that the missionaries have
some advantages, quite apart from Government favour :—
The real fact is that the missionary has funds and arrangements
ready to take charge af 2 moment’s notice of large numbers of orphans,

or distribute food to large bodies of starving people. Hindus and
Mussulmans have no such sundobust. The orphan rescue movement
in the Punjab only dates from the last famine, and before this the
istian missions were alonein the field. Besides, the resources, ete.,
of our Native essociations are utterly insigmificant p with
those of the missionaries. And they have acquired great e85
in this sortc of work from long practical experience which the local
authorities from motives of utility are glad to avail themselves of to
cope with widespread scarcity. Howsoever it is, the fact remains
that the Hindu and Mussulmen masses believe that a bad famine affords
the best opportunity to Psdris. Therefore, too much care cannot be
taken to distribute Government relief through non-Christian agencies.

The account given by the Hindu of the distress in the
Tanjore district of the Madras Presidency has attracted
widespread attention in India. Everywhere the crops are
withering. The drastic assessments prevent the peasants
from making any provision to tide over a period of famine.
There is no green fodder for the cattle and dry fodder can
only be obtained at a great price. Yet it is said that the
land revenue is being collected with redoubled energy.
The numerons petitions that have been presented are
either rejected, or referred from one authority to another,
until at last an enquiry is held, of the fairness of:which
there is no guarantes; and while the enquiry is slowly
proceeding, the petitioner has to leave his fields untouched.
Finally, if among those fields under one survey number
there is a single plot which promises to bear a crop, re-
mission must be refused. The Fiiend of India strongly
endorses the remarks of the Himdu, and calls the last
rule “ absurd.”

The London Indian Society has made arrangements for
a ‘“‘conference of Indians resident in the United King-
dom,” which will be held in the Westminster Town Hall
at 2.30 pom. on March 1. Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji will
preside, and will move the first resolution as follows :—

That this Conference is of opinion that Famines of India are
preventable ; thut the main cause is the evil of the drain from the
resources of India caused by an unnatural economic system of

E:vemment, and that until this cause is fully faced and dealt with

ere is no chance for an effective remedy or for the general welfare
of the peo‘ﬁe of Indin ; that for the immediate remedy for the present
calamity this Conference, while very thankful for the Mansion House

Fund and other similar efforts, prays for a substantial financial
assistance by & direct grant from the British Exchequer.

The resolution will be seconded by Mr.  C. M. Thacker.
The other resolution will be moved by Dr. Sarat Mullick
and seconded by Mr. A. G. Pirzado :—

_ That this Conference views with deep concern the political disabili-
ties and troubles of Indian subjects of Her Majesty in South Africa,
and urges the Government to effactively remedy this state of affairs
on the conclusion of the present ivar.

The Morning Post is not exactly the place where omne
would expect to find Lord George Hamilton firmly trounced.
But our contemporary has more brains than to lend itself
to a facile concurrence in such an answer as Lord George
considered it consistent with his duty to make to Sir
William Wedderburn in the House the other evening.
In reply to a question by Sir William, the Secretary of
State said that the Tmperial Government does not propose
to make a Treasury grant to India for the purposes of the
famine, *“ as we hava no reason to believe that the fi ial

rary agrees with Lord Curzon’s perilous carefuls-
lcl(:;;e?;l;oﬂ:aydigtributi(m of relief, and holds that there
must be a ‘“rigid avoidance of any semblance of helotage.”
¢ Helotage,” we presume, is simply a hasty expression for
undue dependence—sponging. But where are the proofs
of any such thing ?

e are sorry to learn that Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji has
bezz suﬂeringieverely from an attack of bronchitis and
pneumonia. Mr. Naoroji, sho adds to the experience of
age the energy and buoyancy of youth, has for many
months past been working at high pressure upon the
Report of the Royal Commission of Indian Expenditure,
and it is to be feared that this incessant labour, combined
with the effects of the recent hard weather, has somewhat
overtaxed him. Indiansand all others who care for India
will hope that the “Grand Old-Man of India” may
speedily be restored to health and strength.

The first annual Report of the Akalkote Agricultural
Syndicate is a very interesting and hopeful document.
The Syndicate was formed ‘ for the purpose of helping
the indigent rayats with funds, of assisting them in their
agricultural operations and the sales of their products, and
otherwise ameliorating their present far from prosperous
condition.” In spite of the initial difficulties of the under-
taking, the very limited resources at the command of the-
association, and the complications introduced by famine, it
is clear that the organisers have hit upon a most pro-
mising plan. They started with a cattfe census of a
typical village, and found “that only 20 per cent. of the
agriculturalists had a sufficiency of plough cattle, while
40 per cent. were content with only half the number neces-
sary, 30 per cent. could not even boast of a fourth part, and
the remaining 10 per cent. had absolutely none to speak of.””
So the Syndicate, generously supported by the administra-
tion, set about providing oxen for those who had none, on
the principle of self-help. “The Syndicate hopes by such.
means not only to recover the monies, but with the low
interest earned therefrom to recoup the State partially, and
gradually to wipe off the principal, while assisting other
helpless rayats who may demand aid of this nature later
on.” The details are well worth study.

Another aspect of the work of the Syndicate is the
iving of * assistance to impecunious rayats in meeting
the annual State demands.” ~Such timely assistance saves-
the rayat from borrowing from the sowecar, disposing of
his produce at a cheap rate to meet the sowcar’s demands,
and depriving himself of a sufficiency of grain to last him
the year round—a threefold benefit., There is also in

preparation a scheme for establishing a store of grain to
meet emergencies, by enlisting the co-operation of the
rayats themselves; and another scheme for helping the
rayats in the purchase of seeds, the seeds brought from
the bazar or the money-lender being of an unsatisfactory
character, and obtained on “conditions which are oppres-
sive, if not ruinous.” The Report says :—

The Syndicate advanced money to certain of the poorest rayats at
a low rate of interest, and secured their crops with e view of disposing
of them in the markets at their fair value. The operation resulted in.
great &ec\u\im’y advantage to these rayats. They were able to stand
somewhat on their legs, and greatly freed from the hands of their
former money-lenders. The Syndicate hope to be able to achieve a
great deal more in this direction as time progresses, for it is here that
the root of the rayat’s indebted is to be di d.
The experiment is indeed “ fraught with the most benefi-
eent consequences to the future welfare of the impoverished
peasantry.” That is, always provided that it is carried
out with vigilant and thoughtful care. It is a great object
lesson, which will be watched with close interest by all
who are cc d for the revival of agricultural prosperity

means and credit of the Government of India are in-
sufficient to. meet the demands on them.” The Morning
Post deals very satisfactorily with this cool reason of State,
and says plainly that ““the last ground we should have
urged for the views expressed by the Secretary of State
would have been the existence of adequate means at the
disposal of the Indian Government.” This is very good
indeed. But we hope our contemporary will return to the
subject and deal with one little word in Lord George’s state-
ment ywhich it seems to have tfeated with inadequate notice
—the little word “credit.” The meaning, of course, is:
¢ Prepare for another Indian loan.” Let the Horning
Post run its eye over the history of the Indian debt, and
#ay what it thinks of another resort to * credit.” Our

in India.

In the midst of war, pestilence, and famine such minor
losses as those due to rifle thieves have been almost for-
gotten ; but they have been going on all the same. Thus
on the night of January 27, fifteen Martini-Henry rifles
were taken from the N. W. R. Volunteer armoury, though-
a special watchman is employed. As a consequence the
Sibi volunteers are without rifles, or dependent on some
borrowed from Quetta. 5

Private O'Gara (?)of the Scots Fusiliers has been aéqu.itted
in the Chief Court at Lahore on the charge of murdering
a punkha-coolie at Peshawar. The defence did not deny

that the deceased had met his death by violence, buf
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clajmed that O’Gara was not the murderer. The jury
accepted this view and also acquitted the prisoner on the
minor charge of inflicting grievous hurt. Private O’Gara
is to be congratulated on his delivery from the painful
position in which he has so long stood. But it is unfortu-
nate, if that be not too mild a term, that the real
perpetrator of the crime—for the existence of a crime is
not denied—has not been brought to justice. It is, how-
ever, a good sign that the Civil end Military Gazelte, an
Anglo-Tndian organ, asks when the Government will tale
disciplinary action to check the frequont assaults om
punkha-coclios by soldiers. It also blames the Govern-
merft for allowing punkha-pulling contracts to be farmed
50 that the work is given to the weak and the decrepit.
With all this we thoroughly agree; but if Inp1a, only a
short timo ago, had venturec{ to assert that punkha-coolies
were frequently assaulted by soldiers, how we should have
hoen held up to execration as slanderers of the British
army.

We have often referred to the trials of the Tinnevelly
rioters. It will be remembered that the Madras Govern-
mont withdrew the privilege of trial by jury in respect to
the Anti-Shanar riot cases. But Mr. Tate, additional
Sessions Judge, is doubtful whether this is legal. He
seems to think, according to the Madras Maxl, that Section
269 of the Criminal Procedure (ode, under which the
(tovernment professed to act, contemplates & classification
of offences not of persoms. By the Government order
those implicated in the Anti-Shanar riots aro to be tried
without jury while other persons accused of the same
crime would be tried with a jury. The Government,
according to his view, should have declared that certain
kinds of crime were mot triablo by jury. Mxz. Tate has
now announced that pending a reference he has made to
the High Court he has postponed all the cases before him.

Lord Curzon made some instructive pronouncements in
his speech in Convocation of the University of Calcutta
(February 17). He had the good sense to express his
surprise not at the egregiousness of the failures, but at the
quality and number of tho successes. That is the proper
attitude to take wup, undoubtedly; and T.ord Curzon’s
example may be advantageously followed by those who
think it smart to gird at ‘“ Babu English”’ and the like, as
if they themsolves were proficient in (say) Bengali. On a
wide view, the Viceroy, says the Caleutta correspondent of
the Zimes (February 19), declared himself «“struck by the
extent to which, within less than half a century the
science and learning of the Western world had entered
into and penetrated the Oriental mind, teaching it in-
dependence of judgment and liberty of thought, and
familiarising it with conceptions of politics, law, and society
to which it had for conturies been a complete stranger.”
This liberty of thought, this independence of judgment,
this familiarity with expansive conceptions of politics, law,
and society—these are agencies that work as a potent and
irrepressible leaven throughout the community. %f, indeed,
they have not yet penetrated far below the surface, they
are unquestionably operating every day, and will eventually
leaven the whole. It is for Lord Curzon to point the
moral of this process to othors of the authorities who may
not have come into cloge contact with its workings, or wha
have mot yet, apparently, begun to appreciate the nature
of the forces we have set in operation in India, notwith-
standing the clear warnings of men like the late Sir
‘William Hunter.

That the results are satisfactory, and that there is no
alternative but to accept them, Lord Curzon testifies in
unequivocal language :—

T see clearly that the die is cast and there is no going back, IfT
did not think that higher education were producing satisfactory
results in India, I should be rendy to proseribe your examinations
and burn your diplamas, to carry away in some old hulk all your
teaching and professorial staff, your syndicate, senate, vice-chan-
cellor—even your chancellor himself—and scutile il in the Bay of
Bengal. It would be better to revert to the old Adam than to incul-
cate a hybrid morality or nourish a bastard civilisation.

‘When such is the opinion of the Viceroy, it is somoewhat
disconcerting to recall the Hon. Mr. Nugent’s assertion
that when the order for retrenchment goes round the first
department to suffer is—Education! Noris it reassuring
to reflect on the recent legislation on the subjects of free-
dom of-speech and freedom of the Press, with the ancillary
_apparatus of Press Committees. Nor, again, is it less than

perplexing to understand the persistent discouragement of
Native aspirations after the honourable fulfilment of the
promises of 1833 and 1858, Wao trust that Lord Curzon
will exert himself to diminish the unhappy conflict of
official profession and official performance, which is so
glaring a feature in the administration of India. Of
courso, ho soos that primary and secondary education must
be nourished as the very foundation of higher education ;
and, though he expects secondary education to be provided
gradually in the main by private agency, he recognises the
permanent State claims of primary education. Well, it is
all a matter of policy. Given a wise ahstention from
warlike enterprise, and a judicious handling of the
finances, there would be plenty of money to foster, as it
is our plain duty and plain advantage to foster, Indian
aducation in all its departments and in all its grades.

Again, however, the Government of India is pricked on
to expensive warliko proparations. Strangely enough, the
tale is taken up by a representative of commerce; as if
commerce, of all things, were not the very first to profit by
a careful limitation of expenditure. Mr. Allan Arthur,
the President of tho Bongal Chamber of Commerce,
addressing the annual meeting (February 20), took a leaf
out of the ill-compiled hook of the Secretary of State. e
is reported by the Calcutta correspondent of the Zumes to
have said :—

The lesson of the present war is that a force well-armed with

weapons of the most modern description can keep in check—only
temporarily, in this case, T beliave—a numerically stronger and better
disciplined force. Lord George Hamilton, in his rccent speech,
appears fo have applied this lesson to the subject of the defensibility
of the Indian frontier. But, in order to place this point beyond ail
doubt, the time has come when the Indian army should be re-armed
with the most modern rifle just as the British garrison was re-armed
some years ago. From a commercial point of view there can be no
reasonable defence for the present policy exeept that the expense of
re-urmament would doubtless be heavy.
The defence of lack of monoy is good. The defence on
military grounds is even better, if either Tiord Georga
or Mr. Avthur understood the conditions. ¢ The defensi-
bility of the Indian Empire” is, as things stand, “abso-
lutely secure,” and the expendituro on re-armament is
absolutely unnecessary at the present time. When will
commercial people understand that their harvest depends
on the prosperity of the country at large, and that if
might be multipliod many times over by the relief of the
people from the grinding oppressiveness of gratuitous
expenditure ? z

The Telegraphic Press Messages Bill has at last been
reported on by the Select Committeo of the Viceroy’s
Couneil to which it was referred, and a month is to elapse
from the date of report (February 2) before it is to be
brought up to pass. It has undergone modification in tho
right direction, though insufﬁcientiy. The clause making
editorial comment penal has been struck out. The period
of probation has been reduced from sixty hours to eighteen
—that is, it will now be practically one day. The Report
is signed by all the members, but riders are appended by
Mr. Mehta and the Mahdrija of Darbhanga. My. Mehta
strongly dissents from the official view that the pénal
treatment of offences against the Act will be more effica-
cious, and insists that the remedy ought to be civil only.
In view of his generation of legal experience, his opinion
on this point ought to carry exceptional weight. The
Mahér4ja of Darbhanga urges that a far more appropriate
method of attaining the professed ends of the Goyernment
would have been a much needed reduction in the rates for
telegraphic messages, even at the expense of a subsidy.
He also thinks that, on the exprossod: views of the
Govornment, inland as well as foreign telegrams ought
to come within the scope of the Bill ; and that it should be
clearly laid down that the Bill is intended to apply only to
such papers as really competo with each other. This
lattor point, however, would not suit the Anglo-Tndian
promoters of this obnoxious legislation ; for then they
Would lose the anticipated satisfaction of preventing Indian
papers, which do mot really compete with them, from
utilising thoir telegraphc information. If the Govern-
ment professions were genuine, namely, that the advantage
of the public is the first consideration, cbviously the
Mahdrdjd’s contention olght to prevail. The Mahérdja
further agroes with Mr. Mehta that the remedy ought tob:
civil. The Bill is, of course, less offensive than before, but
it is a pitiable example of legislative diserimination against
the Indian papers at a most inopportuno conjuncture.



INDIA.

[February 23, 1900.

HELP AGAINST THE FAMINE.

N another column we reprint an appeal by a good
friend of India, Mr. A. J. Wilson, editor of the
Tnpestors’ Review, for a Famine Fund which he has stm"f;ed
in co-operation ywith the British Committee }of the Indian
National Congress. Of course it is most desirable that th'e
Mansion House Fund should prove a great success, and it
is not the wish either of Mr. Wilson or of the British
Committeo to do anything that would tend to diminish or
restrain the flow of charity to the Mansion House. But it is
a well ascertained fact that many persons kindly disposed
to India look with a certain amount of suspicion upon the
modes of distribution of funds passing through the
Mansion House, as well as dislike the expenditure of a
percentage of thom on long lists of donors in a multitude
of newspapers. It may, indeed, be urged that such ad-
vertisements do much more than pay themselves, consider-
ing that vanity moves people to charity as well as genuine
and instructed sympathy. Anyhow, those that lay stress
on the point will be satisfied to know that the fund pro-
posed by Mr. Wilson will go straight to the suffering
people without deduction of a single copper for advertise-
ment or for management, and that Sir William Wedder-
burn has assured Mr. Wilson that the British Committee
will bo able to distribute the money satisfactorily, “by
means of local friends and organisations in complete touch
and sympathy with the suffering poople in different parts
of Tndia.”” Mr. Wilson, it will be seen, adds to his
general appeal a special appeal to other newspapers to
adopt the same plan, and to initiate local collections to be
passed on to him for delivery to the British Committee.
It is not only on economical grounds that Mr. Wilson
wishes to see private collections set in motion, but also
““because India, more even than money, wants a conscious-
ness of British sympathy in her present appalling distross.”
‘A shilling given with a kindly touch of confidence and
neighbourly feeling may,” as he says, “be worth more
than pounds distributed perfunctorily.” We may con-
fidently assure him that India will hear of his sympathetic
action with a profound sense of gratitude, and we trust
that his expectations of support will be amply realised.
Mr. Wilson refers pointedly to a letter to the editor of
Capital, published in the last number that has reached
him, which contains this suggestive remark: ‘T have
certainly seen some people get fat on famine relief in
India, but such people were not the coolies on the relief
works.” To a certain extent we suppose it is inevitable,
when an army of distributors is employed by the Govern-
meat, that some pickings should stick to the fingers of a
fow. At the same time such a heartless concomitant of
charitable relief on the large scale is ospecially repulsive
in the lamentable condition of the victims of distress from
famine, and the difficulty of guarding against it is not
vividly realised by sympathetic people at a distance from
the scene, to whom it is all the more offensive. How far
the mischief actually provails on the present occasion there
is no means of knowing here ; the only certainty is that it
does prevail in some degree. The explanation of the
remark of the correspondent of Capital is given by M,
Wilson as follows :—
It is all the more necessary that an unofficial effort of this kind
should be made becanse the oversorked Government servants are too
often compelled to leave the management of charity as well as State
funds, placed in their hands, to low class Native uanderlings, who all
too generzlly misuse their power; or else the help of European
logfu:s or ‘‘out-of-works’’ from every part of India is called for,
with thes nce that these 14 , who generally know
nothing of the conditions under which reliof ought to be given, and
sometimes caro nothing, draw their salaries and look on. Do our
Teaders now comprehend ‘X '’ (the correspondent’s) bitter sarcasm P
Obviously, it will be an immense advantage that this
source of waste of the money collected on the large scale
will be completely avoided under the arrangements that
will be made by the British Committee for the distribution
of Mr. Wilson’s fund, Mr. Wilson has not intimated any
preference as to the dostinatiqn of the collections, hut Sir
‘William Wedderburn notes that he desires “ especial
attention to the need for replacing the cattle lost through
drought,” The salvation of the people themselves is the

very special duty of the Goyernment—a duty we trust
that no considerations whatever will divert it from, not-
withstanding the ominous circular letter, which has caused
so much anxiety and dissatisfaction throughout the length o
and breadth of the land. :

The Mansion House Fund was duly and formally opened
by the Lord Mayor on the 16th, but he had already been
able to send £50,000 by telegraph to the Vicoroy’s meetin,
in Calcutta on the same day. He struck the right chor§
when he invited the English peopleto “ come forward to
succour and preserve their afflicted fellow-subjects in the
East, and to show, by the exercise of bountiful and yisely-
administered charity, that the sympathy which binds India
with the Mother Country and the Colonies is no mere
sentimental attachment, but is stronger and closer now
than at any former period of our historys’ In the circum-
stances, the tender key is most affocting and effective, on
both sides. The English people like to feel that they are-
playing the part of “a subordinate Providence,” and in
any case they are always prompt to exhibit the magnani-
mous generosity of the strong in the presence of weakness
and distress. The Lord Mayor impatiently brushes aside-
the suggestion that the South Africa war has exhausted,
or even strained, the compassion of the public. He is
entirely right. The country has contributed about three
quarters of a million sterling to his War Fund, and it
would not turn a hair to confribute an equal amount to
his Famine Fund. The only fear is that the way in which
the application of the Famine Fund has been put before
the public may lead people to imagine that the need
of the occasion is greatly less than it in fact is. Ted
by Loxd George Hamilton’s information, the T.ord
Mayor has intimated that the money will be applied to-
subordinate and supplementary purposes. This arrange-
ment follows the recommendations of the Famine Com-
mission. The objects are thus stated :—

(1) The provision of extra comforts in the shape of food and

clothing over and above what is provided by the State; (2) the
maintenance of orphans; (3) the relief of persons who, though in
want, are unwilling to declare themselves publicly as applicants for
chariteble assistance; and (4) the provision of help, mainly in the
form of agricultural implements and cattle, to those who may have
lost their property in the famine, and who, without such help, would
‘be unable to make a fresh start in life.
All these objects are admirable, and objects of pressing
necessity. Yet it does seem that the subordinate and
future character of them conveys the notion that the need
is less serious than in actual fact it is. Besides it seems
to suggest that the Government is not so pressed, after
all, to male provision for the starving population on relief
works, and diverts attention from the essential elemonts of
the case which it is so important that the British public
should understand and realise, namely, that famine
threatens to overpower the people despite the whole
organisation of remedial agencies, and that it is high time
to strike at the root of the mischief by means of anticipa-
tion and prevention.

The Lord Mayor does well to lay emphasis on the point
that ¢the burden of Empire entails responsibilities as-
well as privileges.” We are, indeed, very familiar with
tho expression of this indisputable and far-reaching pro-
position. In the Lord Mayor’s lotter, it is an appeal to duty,
side by side with the appeal to compassion ; but he is not
to be blamed if he has not entered into any consideration
of the implications that lie within it. If he were to follow
out its significance in detail, he could not have a more
appropriate audience than the British people, nor a more
impatient listener than their ropresentative in this matter,
the Secretary of State for India, unless, indeed, it wera his
predecessor in office. Tow far the lesson of the present
famine will come home to the India Office authorities yet
Temains to be seen. The famine of a quarter of a century
ago gave riso to the Famine Commission of 1878, which:
for the first time reslly organised tho plan of campaign
and for the first time attempted to discuss the question of
prevention in supplement to the questions of remedy and
mitigation. Tt may be that the present experience,
grievous in spite of all the preparations for the attack, will
emphasise the hopelessness of any further reliance on the
means of remedy alone. The Famine Codo is, probably
enough, a marvel of administrative device. But it is
plainly no longer ablo to cope with the increased force of
famine, The plan of frontal attack is found to bo
inadequate. The authorities must, one day or another,

fall back on policy, and the sooner they recognise the
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higher importance of policy the soomer will they prove
themselves equal to the discharge of their TImperial
responsibilities. Meantime they labour to thwart the
.efforts of non-official persons to bring into public promi-
nence and into actual operation the mgst obvious means of
-enabling the people to resist the onset of calamity. They
seem vastly more concerned to defend their wmour propre
than to fulfil their grave responsibilities; and probably
they will continue to talo perilous risks, at the expense of
other poeople, rather than even appear to yield to the
suggestions of persons, however well-informed and capable
to advise, outside the charmed circle of officialdom. Tho
factf of the situation cannot too soon engage the most
serious attention of the publie, so that the opinion of the
constituencies may be brought to bear with effect on the
self-regarding .and unwise perversity that reigns in the
highest places of Indian government. ‘“The burden of
Tmpire entails responsibilities:’” let the British public
address themselves to the earnest comsideration of what
the proposition implies, and reflect on what must be the
consequences of slack performance.

Further, the Lord Mayor judiciously acknowledged the
striking fact that the people of India, in spite of their own
distress, have not lagged behind any other part of the
Tmpire in ¢ genuine concern ”’ for the succour of our own
people that need a helping hand in South Africa. They
have testified their sympathy ¢“by the collections spon-
taneously raised among Native troops for the families of
their Baitish comrades with whom in past campaigns they
have fought shoulder to shoulderfor the Empress-Queen;”
.and ¢ those enlightened rulers, the Native Princes, have
exhibited their traditional and most munificent liberality.”
Yes, and in othor ways that tho Tord Mayor did not
specify. - At the same ftime the Viceroy was holding his
-opening meeting, amid great enthusiasm, in the Town
Hall of Calcutta. He spoke of the famine as one of
¢ unprecedented magnitude,” aggravated by the ravages
-of the plague at Bombay, and emphasised by the helpless-
ness of “classes and strata of society hitherto exempt’ from
-attack. “In the Punjab,”’ he said (according to Reuter),
““the loss of crops is the greatest on record. The Central
Proviuces are likely to have two millions on the relief
fund. Even fertile Malwa in Central India ig stripped
‘bare, and Jodhpur State has lost ninety per cent. of
its cattle. And — distress 4s spreading.’ Eyen more
drightful than the spread of distross is the fact that
it 1s deepening; the involvement of ‘‘classes and strata
of society hitherto exempt” is of the most ominous
significance of the exhaustion of the country. The Queen-
Empress put down £1,000, the announcement of which
4¢was received with deafening applause,” for the Queen is
honoured asmuch as officialism is suspected. Other mem-
bers of the Royal Family have generously contributed to
the Mansion House Fund. This practieal expression of
TRoyal sympathy will evidently be much appreciated
throughout India. The Mahéréja of Darbhanga, who is
nobly following in the footsteps of his excellent pre-
decessor, gave a lakh and a half of rupees—as Lord
Curzon justly said, with ¢ princely generosity’; the
Maharani of Hatwa, one lakh; the Nawab of Dacea, half
a lakh. Handsome contributions were made by Anglo-
Indian trading companies and commercial men, including
£5,000 from the %ritish Indian Steamship Company.
Tord Curzon himself gave Rs.10,000, and Lord North-
brook sent £500. No lessthan five lakhs were subscribed.
This is 2 promising start. 'We have no doubt that the
regions of India untouched by the famine will liberally
vespord to the clamant needs of their afflicted fellow-
gountrymen; and we trust that the Mansion House Fund
and minor private collections in this country will rise to a
figure wouthily representing our boasted wealth and our
expressions of sympathy with our Indian fellow-subjects.
Both the Viceroy and the Lord Mayor have intimated that
in the distribution of the funds no difference will be made
between the claims of the Native States and of British
India. This is as it should be. Tn the last resort we are
responsible for both, and in any case calamity has put
both on tho same footing of need. And let tho charitable
not forget that ¢“distress is spreading.”” Nor, when the
<louds roll by, let the splendid loyalty and sympathy of
India be forgotten or go unrewarded in the spheres of
legislation and administration, any more than the Indians
= will forget the sympathy and generosity of England in
their time of unparalleled distress.

NON-OFFICIAL RELIEF AGENCIES.
By G. PARAMASWARAN PIrrar

I AM glad to find that the Tuwestors’ Review has opened a
separate famine fund for the suffering peoplo of India
and that Sir William Wedderburn has agreed, on behalf of
the British Committee of the Indian National Congress, to
undertako tho judicious distribution of this fund. I have
no doubt that this generous attempt to relieve the suffer-
ings of the people will be welcomed throughout India, as
the distribution of the fund, T understand, will rest entirely
in the hands ot honest and capable gentlemen, luropean
and Indian, quite independent of Government and in com-
plete touch with the masses. Tho raost important object
to be attained in the administration of a charitable fund
like the famine fund is that the whole of it should he
utilised for mitigating the sufferings of the people and
that no portion of it whatever should be appropriated by
any agency appointed for its distribution. Tt ig also
necessary that the agency employed should be such as not
only to command the complete confidence of the people
but also to be in a position to know when, how, to-whom
and to what extent relief should be granted. These objects
can be best secured, in my opinion, by a non-official
agency : and T am confirmed in this belief by the know-
lodge and experience I gained as a member of the
Executive Committee of the Madras Branch of the Indian
Charitable Relief Fund during the Famine of 1897. 'I'he
successful administration of charitable relief in Madras
during the last famine was in a large measure due fo the
fact that both the Central Committee in Madras and the
various sub-Committees in the Presidency were composed
to a large extent of gentlemen of social position and
influence, quite independent of Government. Though
there were some officials in these Committees, they served
merely as representatives of the people appointed aft
public mootings hold at different centres. The non-official
members of these Clommittees were able to prevent fraud
and urge immediate and judicious reliel whenever neces-
sary, by keeping a strict and closo watch over those
entrusted” with the distribution of funds and examining
and checking all accounts. Mewmbers of municipalities and
and District and Local Boards, journalists and lawyers,
merchants and missionaries, the great majority ¢t whom
were members of the Indian National Congress were the
men who had a leading hand in the distribution of relief.
In administering charitable funds in Madras, the
Txecutive Committee discovered that there were certain
classes of people who would on mno account accept
help from Government or receive any money passing
to them through an official channel. Thege people had to
be approuched by leading and influential members of their
own community from whom and whom alone they would
accept help. There were also Gosha women who theught
it a dishonour to accept relief from a Government source
but were willing to accopt it from private sources and, in
a manner, surreptitiously. Tn such cases, it is highly
desirable that the fund which is intended lor their relief
should have no official connexion whatever. The opinion
that charitable funds should not find their way to the
peaple through official channels is shared in India by
Buropeans and Indians alike. Aun English missionary of
some fifteen years’ experience in Southern India, in the
course of his examination before the Indian Famine Com-
mission in Madras in 1898, said, in answer to the question
why he wishod that when grants were given by the
Indian Charitable Fund, they should not be made through
official channels, that
whenever a rayat gets anything oxtra, the usual custom is that
peoplelike the village officials and those above them get a share of it. If
the grants are made through non-official chennels, this could be
ayoided. . . . . If you have magistrates and Tahsildars and other
similar people and make them responsible for deciding who the proper
persons are for receiving gronts, thoy might say  We have done
80 much for you, won’t you give us something in returnp
Non-official men were also the first to discover and
bring to the notice of the' Madras Committee, the deplor-
able condition of certain hill tribes to whom relief was
granted hy Government only after the Committee had led
the way and whom, under other circumstances, relief
would have in all probability reached too late. The
Meadras Committee, though for all practical purposes non-
official and independent, was heavily handicapped in its

operations as it had to depend on an official source for
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oney. At one stage of its work, it found that it had not
:thﬂlilji}:mt money to gg;ive adequate relisf; but at another,
the closing stage, it found that it had a surplus of a lakh
of rupees with whic hit could do nothing. The fact was
that the Committee curtailed all grants in proportion to
the small funds doled out by official authorities and when
it discovered that it had a large balance, the money was of
no use to the rayat, the time for sowing seeds and buying
cattle having gone by. The Committee was in this way
prevented from according adequate and prompt relief. If
the Committee on the other hand had been dependent on
a purely non-official source for money, tho relief would
have at loast beon prompt, even if inadequate.

1 am also glad to note that the Jnvesiors’ Review calls
prominent attention to the necessity for utilising the fund
for the purpose of replacing cattle lost through drought.
This was one of the important directions in which the
Madras Committee had to utilise its funds. It had to
supply fodder with a view to prevent the destruction of
cattle and offer money to enable rayats to buy fresh cattle
in the place of those that had perished. The Committee
bought fodder in Madras and sold it at a cheap rate to the
reyats in the Presidency: and great care was taken by
means of non-official supervision that only poverty-stricken
rayats had the henefit of this arrangement. In some
cases, money which was advanced for buying cattle was
too late to be useful; but the contingency could be avoided
by a purely non-official agency.

Finally, T have no doubt that the method of distribution
suggested by the Tnvestors’ Review is such as to bring home
to the suffering millions of India a deep and abiding
consciousness of British sympathy in their prosent struggle
against adversity.

TFebruary 20, 1900.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

‘WESTMINSTER, Thursday.

MPERIALISM is leading Lord Rosebery into strange

company. After his speech in the House of Lords last
Thursday the ex-Prime Minister was belauded by the Jingo
press as a second Chatham. The rile actually assumed by the
former leader of the Liberal party was niore like that of a
sccond Cassandra. In his mind’s eye Lord Rosebery sees fhis
conntry menaced by the three corners of the world in arms and
he is more than doubtful of our ability to shock ’em. The
presence of this incalculable personality on the Opposition
benches is certainly quickening public interest in the debates
of the House of Lords. His interventions are generally un-
expected and they are always electrical. The speech which
made such a sensation at the end of last week was one of the
most amazing performances ever witnessed in Parliament.
Lord Psebery spoke with the vigour and passion of a prophet.
His audience, a handful of elderly pecrs, were sorely dis-
concerted by the orator’s unseemly vehemence. They can bear
with the noisy declamation of Lord Wemyss, but it is a new
and startling thing in the House of Lords for an ex-Minister
to raise his voice in swelling anger or lower it to a dramatic
whisper, to thump the table and dart fiery glances at a
soperific Government, to deviate in short from the demeanour
of an automaton. Strange to say, this remarkable outburst
was quietly igncred by the Prime Minister, who would pro-
bably not have spaken at all but for & direct challenge sub-
sequently thrown ouf by Lerd Kimberley. Even then, Lord
Salistury refrained from direct allusion to the most significant
passages of the preceding speeches. He evidently felt that the
question of Russia’s designs in Persia and on the Afghan
frontier was too delicate a matter to be discussed in the spirit
of Tord Rosebery’s flaming rhetoric.

On the following day the episode had a curious sequel in the
House of Conimons. It isnot in aceordance with Parliamentary
etiquette for a speaker in one House to criticise speeches made
in the other. Nevertheless, the leaders of the two parties in
the Commons lightly broke this salitary rule—not, it is true,
in the letter but certainly in the spirit. The transgression was
contrived with consummate adroitness. Sir H. Campbell-
Bannerman, apropos de bottes, advanced to the Table, and in
brief, telling phrases, favoured the Blouse with a definition of
Liberal pclicy in relation to militarism. The exposition was
received with enthusiasm by the bulk of the Liberal members,
who were especially elated by their leader's repudiation of the

doctrine of conscription and his finely expressed tribute to the
power of peace. “We are a greab and a strong empire,”
exclaimed Sir Henry, ¢ and we are great and strong because *
we are an empire of peace.” Ostensibly, the speech was a
reply to one of Lord+Salisbury’s many cryptic utterances on
the subject of conscription, but everyone felt that Mr. Balfour
had hit the nail cn the head when in following the leader of
the Opposition he twitted the latter on the skill with which he
had disowned Lord Rosebery. Siv Henry accepted the compli-
ment with a smile. Perhaps he was pleased to find that he had
not veiled his meaning too successfully.

A significant reception was given to Mr. Chamberlain’s
threat of reprisals agaiust the Boers by arming the natives of
Zululand. This sinister proposal sent & thrill of horror
through the House of Commons. ~*“Arm your barbarians ! >
shouted one of the Trish members mockingly, whereupon the
Ministerialists broke into a cheer of defiant approval. Mean-
while the Liberals sat silent and startled. There was no note
of hesitation or regret in the Colonial Secretary's voice as he
dwelt on the prospect of a war of South African savages
fighting under the Dritish flag against n race of Christian
white men. - Mr. Balfour showed greater feeling in his
statement on the subject. The impression derived from his
reply to Mr. Yerburgh was that the contingency so com-
placently anticipated by Mr. Chamberlain was after all felt to
be extremely remote. There is, of course, as Mr. Balfour
pointed out, no analogy hetween the native tribes and the
troops whose services have been offered by some of the Indian
princes. The assistance of the latter vrould be welecomed under
ordinary conditions, but the Transvaal war ‘‘is not a war under
ordinary conditions.” In other words, should it becowe a
<war under ordinary conditions’—s consummation depending,
paradoxically enough, on the employment of armed savages—the
native soldicrs of India may be permitted to join their British
fellow-subjects in the field. The distinction promises to be
somewhat invidious.

All that was wanted to complete the illusion of Mr. Cham-
berlain’s stirring performance on Tuesday evening was a
good, strong limelight. Injured innocence was at a dis-
advantage on so colourless a stage. The effects of the
rouge-pot were too ohbyious; you could almost see the
marks of the brush. Nevertheless, it was ag fine a piece of
histrionics as has been witnessed in the lifetime of the present
Parliament. Virtuous indignation, the pathos of self-pity,
furious invective, scorn, sercasm, biting innuendo—all the
elements of passion were represented. Those who deplored the
absence of argument were in the wrong, for nrgument is out of
place in declamation, Mr. D. A. Thomas and Mr. 8. T\ Evans
had suggested that recent disclosures justified a demand for
further enquiry into the circumstances of the Jameson Raid.
«“Enquiry | ” exclaimed Mr. Chamberlain, with a gesture of
disdain, ‘“If is not an enquiry that you want; it is an
execution.” The Ministerialists sent forth a roar of exultation.
A single epigram was worth a bushel of Hawksley letters.
Besides, had the letters not been stolen ? And, moreover, had
they not been sold to Dr. Leyds by ¢ a well-known friend of
the Boers?” Possibly; but still they were admitted to be
authentic, Mr, Chamberlain tore the sophism to threads.
< This precious collection of rubbish,” he asserted triumphantly,
““contains not a single fact that was not known before.”
Authentic and true they might be, but they were not new.
Such reasoning was not to be resisted, least of all by the
admiring Unionists who now applauded its cogency with might
and main. <

Even more edifying and equally characteristic were the
passages in which the rhetorician deplored the uncharitablensss
of his adversaries. Those persons professed, forsooth, to be
actuated by a zeal for the public service, Mr. Chamberlain
knew better. He himself had served his country in Parlia-
ment for twenty-four years and he had thought—there was a
pathetic breal in the swelling voice which spoke more eloquently
than words of the bitterness of disillusion. But while the
Colonial Secretary almost wept over the contemplation of his
wrongs his grief did not blind him to the shortcomings of his
assailants. My, Philip Stanhope had already been expressly
excluded from the Highbury index of honour. Mr. Eyans was
now suavely informed that the spesch which he had just
delivered was unworthy of a member of the House of Commouns.
The demand for an investigation into the charges levelled

against the Colonial Office was dismissed as a piece of dirty
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work, a conspiracy against a single Minister, a sinister device
to defeat the beneficial purpose of the war. Strange to say,
this bombastie stuff appeared to give perfect satisfaction not
only to the rank and file of the Tory party but to the trained
intellect of Myr. Balfour. The First Lord of the Treasury,
indeed, was so impressed by his colleague’s success that in
closing the debate he, too, attempted a Translunar flight. Even
his followers gasped to hear their chief stigmatise the long and
loudly advertised assault on the Colonial Secretary’s adminis-
tration as “ a stab in the back.”

Although tho motion to reopen the enquiry was defoated, as
it was bound to be, by a great majority, the impression pro-
duced on the minds of members by the replies of Ministers was
one of acute dissatisfaction. It was felt that the speeches of
Mr. Blake, Sir FI. Campbell-Bannerman, and above all Sir
‘William Harcourt—whoge chivalrous vindication of the loftiest
traditions of public life is at length beginning to be recognised
—has completely disposed of the flimsy pretext that the move-
ment was inspired by political and personal spite. To-day
even those whose party loyalty impelled them to vote with the
‘Goovernment admit that their leaders would have shown greater
wisdom and obtained more credit had they frankly accepted
the motion and consented to an investigation as rigorous as
that of the Parnell Commission. The matter of course will not:
be allowed to rest where the decision of the House of Commons
left it. A wide vista of possibilities is already opened to the
public view by the action of a T.ondon newspaper in branding a
well-known member of Parliament as the agent through whom
the stolen letters of the Hawksley dossier were given to the
world. The accusation is denied and the sequel has yet to come.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
THE PROGRESS OF THE FAMINE.
THE PRESS MESSAGES BILL.

[Fnou AN INp1an CORRESPONDENT.]
BoupAY, February 3.

The famine is deepenmg in intensity in every part, and the
number of the starved who are flocking to the relief camp is
swelling from week to week. It remains to be seen how they
will fare, and whether the u lilze and illiberal policy
announced in the December Circular is to be carried out, or
whether the declaration of the Viceroy—that under no circum-
stances would he see a single British subject die for want of
the necessary State relief—is to be respected. Tord Curzon’s
apology has met with only qualified approval from the Press
generally ; and his lordship must be now convinced that the
Circular letter of the Financo Department was a little premature,

Meanwhile it may be instructive to give a few statistical
facts culled from the latest issue of the Bombay Govermment
Gazette (of the 1st inst.) in connexion with the relief measures
during the week ending January 20 last in the Presidency of
Bombay. There were in all 8,16,952 persons in receipt of relief,
classified as under :—

No.
Men . . se 5 o 2,43,322
‘Women .. . o o oo 2,98,291
Children . . w2 80 339

It will be noticed tlmt the number of women a.nd children
greatly exceeds that of men, The number of children is almost
-equal to that of women. How many of these infsnts will
survive the calamity is a question. It may be useful to re-
member here that the State relief to men, women, and children
is of four kinds:—

(1) Persons actually employed on relief and test works.
These are all able-bodied.

(2) Persons, more or less non-working, mostly children.

(3) Persons in poor-houses. These are mostly the decrepit,
infirm, and sick women and sucking babes.

(4) Persons gratuitously relieved in villages. These are a
class utterly nnable for one reason or another to leave their
village,

No. 1 cost during the week Rs. 368,008; No. 2, Rs. 53,112;
No. 3, Re. 3,872, and No. 4, Rs. 22,189. Analysing, we come
o the following average per week.

As. Ps.
No. 1. Weekly cost per head . 9 8
2. » 2 5 2
33 = o 553 e e
4. » 5 9 5

If we take the entire number relieved during the week, the
cost averages just one anna and five and a-half pies per day,
men, women, and children included. This equals about three
halfpence. In this the starving have to find a living wage.
And when we take into consideration the fact that food-grains
are much dearer than during normal seasons, and that a great
deal of corruption prevails among the underlings who have
directly to deal with the famished, we may imagine what may
be the quantity and quality of food grains these wretched
units of humanity obtain during twenty-four hours to keep
them alive. Yet this is the amount of relief they talk of
cutting down under the ples of increasing numbers. It may
not be ‘“ inhuman,” but at any rate it is most parsimonious. As
1 seid last week, where war or military expenditure is concerned
the revenues of the State are wasted like water. But suddenly
the State conscience becomes sensitive when it has to provide
the necessary funds for starving humanity to live on a penny
or three-halfpence per day.

Meanwhile, everywhere the ery is for remission of revenue.
But when the ropresentatives of the people interpellate Govern—
ment, the latter avoid giving a straightforward and candid
enswer. The new volume of financial statistics makes it clear
that the Government of India did next to nothing by way of
remission of the land revenue during the famine of 1896-97.
‘Whatever miserable doles it remitted were nothing in com-—
parison with the suspended revenue which was collected, most
rigidly, during the two succeeding years. It remains to be
seen how the State will deal with its revenue this time. It ill
becomes a Government calling itself “ benevolent’ to proclaim
its benevolence on the housetops as to remission of land
revenue if, when the statement comes to be verified, the
declaration shrinks to miserable proportions. It is to be hoped
some member of the House of Commons will ask for a Return
somewhat in the following form :—

(1) Remission of land revenue in each province of India in
1876-77 and in 1896-97.

(2) Total amount of land revenue due from each province
in 1876-77 and 1896-97, the amount originally suspended,
and the amount subsequently recovered in each of those
official years.

But while this is the dismal condition of affairs, the Madras
Government is raising the wind by an ingenious process. It
has just decided in the Tegislative Council to tax the rayats’
subsoil water. Years ago the grasping Revenue Survey Depart-
ment in Bombay forcibly passed somewhat similar legislation
against which the people protested in vain. Tand was assessed
at a higher rate wherever the Revenue Survey authorities
fancied that there were water-bearing substrata. They may
be visible or invisible. They msay or may not be utilised. All
the same, because the Survey Department decreed it, land
having water-bearing strata was to bo taxed at an enhanced
rate. Many a rayat was thus doubly ground down. And Tere
we see the Madras Government imitating the rapacious policy
of the Bombay Government. What has the Viceroy to say to
this policy ? Does he personally approve it ? Does he thidk
that it is demanded by equity or by statesmanship ? And when
some further tink of land legislation is to the fore in the
Legislative Council of the Viceroy, shall we be told in strident
tones that the State is most lenient to the peasant and takes a
considerably less share of his produce than those harpies of old
who ruled the Empire before the advent of the British ?

To turn aside from the dismal topic, I have to say one word
with regard to the Press Messages Bill. The Select Com-
mittee has made its report. As was to be expected from the
presence in that body of the Hon. Mr. Mehta and the Maharaja
of Darbhanga, a compromise has been arrived at. The odious
subsection of Clause 2 of the Bill, which prohibited all comment,
has been considerably modified. Again the duration of the
copyright of the telegram has been reduced to eighteen hours.
The official press, to whom we owe this precious legislation,
demanded, it may be recollected, sixty hours. At the same
time one cannot understand why the defaulting journal should
be proceeded against penally’in a matter of this kind. It is
alleged by the officials that it is more efficacious. The Hon.
Mr. Mehta emphatically dissents from that view and, from his
experience of thirty years as a lawyer, observes that there is
not the slightest difficulty in°making the offence a civil one.
Thus the Bill has not emerged from the Select Committee in
the form that was to be wished, though the two popular

representatives did all they coulds Again, they both pointed
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oub that the measure, a8 NOW amended, will be a failure as it

will not serve the object in view. The fact is that telegraphic
press messages are charged for at cxcessively high rates by the
cable monopolists. Until the monopoly is broken down we
shall not see the desired object achieved. Has the Indian
Government the courage to coerce the monopolists in the
interests of the Press P No. Instead it tries to oppress the
wesk. Because it will not force the monopolists to rednce
rates, it must forgo fetters for the Press.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
FOUR MILLIONS_ON RELIEF.

The Seeretary of State for India has received (Febru-
ary 20) the following telegram from the Viceroy on the
subject of the Famine :— .

«Though harvest very poor it is giving temporary
employment in Central Provinces, hence the decrease
in numbers on works. In Berar, decrease in numbers
on works due to similar cause also to stricter regu-
lations. Distress is increasing in Hyderabad, which
veports numbers for first time. Number of persons in
receipt of relief :—Bombay, 1,034,000 ; Punjab, 188,000;
Central Provinces, 1,408,000; Berar, 160,000; Ajmere-
Merwara, 116,000; Rejputana States, 351,000; Central
India States, 109,000 ; Bombay States, 373,000; Baroda,
60,000 ; North-Western Provinces, 3,000; Punjab Native
States, 3,000; Central Provinces Native States, 12,000
Hyderabad, 96,000, Total, 3,913,000.”

THE “INVESTORS' REVIEW’ FUND.
CO-OPERATION WITH THE BRITISH COMMITTEE OF
THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

The following article appears in the current issue of the
Tnvestors’ Review (dated February 17) :—

Slowly, yet with daily aceretions, the Indian Famine Fund
started by the Lord Mayor grows, but its total, in spite of the
earnest help of the Stock Exchange and of some provincial
municipalities, as well as of some few charitably minded private
citizens, is still lamentably small. We are glad, however, to
_see that thus far none of the money seems to have been spent
upon advertisements setting forth the names of the donors.
The advertising bill of the ‘‘ war fund” must by now be a
sensible percentage of its total, and it would be lamentable
‘were 2ny of the money devoted to the relief of the starving in
India and the rescue of orphans there to go in this direction.
But what has the Mansion House Committee—if there is one

—done in the way of securing proper control of the distribu-
tion of this money ? This is the all important question, and it
ought to be satisfactorily answered before we go further. In
the 1.st number of that excellent Calcutta newspaper, Capital,
which reached us the other day, we find at the end of an article
by its shrewd and clever confributor *“X” the following
words :—*“ I have certainly seen some people get fat on famine
rehef in India, but such people were not the coolies on the relief
works.” This is a startling assertion, but we believe it
moderately states the facts. e shall presently explein ; but
the all-importaut question to be first put is whether money
collected in India and handed to these same people for distri-
bution will be more wisely spent, or more honestly, than the
money of the Government. This is 2 matter that imperatively
requires to be cleared up, and as long as doubt upon it remains
it is incumbent upon charitable people in this country to
-endeavour to find other channels throngh which every farthing
of the money they subscribe will find its way effectually to
those in need of help.

On another page it will be seen that one Presbyterian body,
at least, in Scotland is doing something, and, through its
missionaries, British and Native, is endeavouring to save life
and rescue destitute orphans, but there is room for much more
of this kind of help. We, therefore, are glad to be able to
announce that the British Committee of the Indian National
-Congress will take charge as trustees of any moneys collected
th.rqug'h the agency of this REVIEW, and see thal every penny
of it is put in trustworthy hands in India to be faithfully
utilised in judicious and intelfigent relief. Sir William
‘Wedderburn’s name alone is a guarantee that this will be done,
for no man living knows, loves, and trusts the people of India
more then he does, or has served® them more unselfishly. We
‘therefore beg earnestly for subgeriptions to this fund. All
moneys will be acknowledged in the REVIEW. Nothing will
‘be deducted for expenses either by us or by the Committes.
The money received will be sent to Indis intact, and Native
.gentlemen as well as Englishpen there in friendly touch and

intercourse with the destitute will see to the wise utilisation of
every shilling. W

If;yis all tl%e more necessary that an unofficid effort of this
kind should be made because overworked Government servants
are too often compelled to leave the management of charity, as
well as State funds, placed in their hands to low c]a_ss Nastive
underlings who all too generally misuse fheir power, it they do
not misappropriate the money; or else the help of European
loafers or ‘‘out- of-works” from every part of Indiais called for,
with the consequence that these amateurs, who generally lfnow
nothing of the conditions under which relief ought to be given,
and sometimes care nothing, draw their salaries and look on.
Do readers now comprehend *‘ X's” bitter sarcasm ?

Not only for this reason do we desire to_see money collepted
here pass tarqugh private channls to India's famine-stricken
people, but also beesuse India, more even than money, \va..nts
8 consciousness of British sympathy in her present appalling
distress. A shilling given with a kindly touch of confidence
and neighbourly feeling may be worth more than pounds dis-
tributed perfunctorily. Therefore we trust other newspapers
will imitate us and initiate local collections which we shall be
most happy to receive, rccord, and hand on to the Committee.
Tt will render in due time & fnll account of the way the money
has been spent. All helpers may be sure that in following us
they are taking the best available course to insure that good
will be done with the money they gather, and they will also
earn the grateful thanks of the Indian people. Subjoined is
Sir William Wedderburn’s letter. Our first list of subscriptions
will appear next week. Kindly make cheques and postal orders
peyable to A. J. Wilson, and send them to the office of the
Investors’ Review.

Office of the British Committee of the Indisn
National Congress, 84, Palace Chambers,
Y Westminster, 8.W., February 14,

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 6th inst., 1 write to
gay that the Brilish Committee of the Indian National Congress
will, with pleasure, act as trustees for any funds you may
submit to them for the relief of sufferers from the famine in
Tndia. We believe that we shall be able to distribute such
funds satisfactorily by means of local friends and organisations
in complete touch and sympathy with the suffering people in
different parts of India. I note that you do not wish to limit
the use of the money, but desire special attention to the need
for replacing the cattle lost through the drought.

‘WiLnrayM WEDDERBURN, Chairman.,

OPENING OF THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.
The following letter from the Lord Mayor of :London, addressed to
on 8

st,

the editors of various =n
February 17

Sie,—1 sdlicil your permission to announce that, with the approval
of the Viceroy and the Secretary of State, T have opened a fund at
the Mansion House for the relief of the great and widespread distress
attendant upon the famine in India.

The deteils of the visitation, which is likely to be the worst of its
kind, will be better gathered from the statements of the Viceroy at
the great meeting at Calcutta than from any narrative of mine, bot
the information supplied {o me indicates that the area affected by the
famine is nearly 450,000 square miles with a population of sixty
millions, that the distress is largely prevalent in the Native States,
that nearly four millions of people are at present being kept
alive by Government relief, that some of the richest and most
fertile tracts of India never before affected are in sore straits, and
that owing to the loss of cattle the village people will have much
diffioulty in regaining their prosperity.

In circumstances g0 serious it is surely the duty of the community
in all parts of the Empire to come forward to succour and preserve
their afflicted fellow-subjects in the East and to show by the exercise
of bountiful and wisely administered charity that the sympathy
which binds India with the mother country and the colonies is no
mere sentimental attachment, but is stronger and closer now then af
any period of our history. The assumption that becauss vast sums
are pouring in from all parts of the world for the sufferers by the
war the compassion of the public is either exhausted or even strained
needs only to be stated to be brushed aside. The burden of Empire
entails responsibilities as well as privileges, but both are combined
when, with that large-heartedness characteristic of the British race,
mercy and pity are ungrudgingly displayed as well for the widows
and orphans of our t men in South Africa as for the famine-
stricken populations of India.

In the charities incident to the war nome in spite of their own
distress have shown more genuine concern then the people of India,
as is tostificd by the collections spontaneously raised among the
Native troops for the families of their British comrades with whom in
%sr.:‘t campeigns they have fought shoulder to shoulder for the

press-Queen. Thoss enlightened rulers the Native Princes have
exhibited their traditional and most ificent libera.ity.

For all these considerations I feel more than justified in making an
urgent appeal on behalf of the Indian Famine Fuud. A sum of
£50,000 has been raised at the Mansion House within the last few
days and placed by cable at the immediate disposal of the Viceroy of
India for the arduons work of relief in which, I am convinced, Lord
Curzon, the Government officials, and the committees will be sustained.
by a knowledge of the sympathy of the community.

Donations may besent to me at the Mansion House or to any of
the banks. As a matter cf convenience I would suggest thaf, in
order to avoid confusion with the war funds, contributions for Tndia
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should be distinctly marked and that when are intended for

trates, i of the world, were inclined from their experience in

more than one of the Mansion House funds separate chegues should
be remitted.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Axrrep J. Nuwron, Lord Mayor.

The Mansion House, London, I.C., Feb. 16.

Since writing I have received from the Secretary of State for India
a statement of the views of the Governmont of India ae to the
organisation for distributing the sums subscribed and the objects to
which the money will be applied. The Government of India propose,
as in 1897, to rely upon general and local relief committees for dealing
with the Famine Fund, as the experience gained in that year shows
that this orgscisation is the most suitable for meaking collections
throughout Indin and for distributing relief in the distressed districts.
Tn this manner the active aid and co-operation of the non-officiel
pablic will be in close touch with the State system of relicf, but will
not interfere with or overlap it. The four objects to which any sums
which may be collected will be devoted in accordance with the recom-
mendations of the Famine Commission are as follows :—(1) The
provision of extra comforts in the shape of food and clothing over and
above what is provided by the State; (2) the maintenance of orphans;
(3) the relief of person who, though in want, are unwilling to declars
themselves publicly as applicants for charitable assistance; and (4)
the provision of help mainly in the form of agricultural implements
and cattle to those who may have lost their property in the famine
and who without sush help would be unable to make o fresh start in
life. Therelief of distress in the Native States wiil bea special feature
in administration of the Famine Fund, and it is hoped that this fact
will appeal strongly to the generosity of the peopls of thisAcogntr}%.

¢“OUR DUTY TO INDIA.”
MR. 8. H. SWINNY AT NORTHAMPTON.

On Tuesday last, February 20, Mr. S. H. Swinny (on behalf of the
British Committee of the Indian National Congress) addressed a
meeting at the Liberal Club, St. Giles’ Street, convened by the Liberal
and Radical Union of Northampton. Councillor Tousley, formerly
Mayor of the town, took the Chair.

Mr. SwinNy commenced by paying 2 warm fribute to the services
which Charles RBradlaugh renXerell to India. By a curious destiny
the electors of this distant island had become the final arbiters of the
fate of the Indian people. Northampton had given those silent

the Courts to think all Indians liars, but those few Englishmen who

had pierced the veil that separates the two races, and had known the

Indian peasant as he was in his own village, and not only in the

terrifying presence of the magistrate, formed a very different opinion. -
EpvuoaTEp INprase.

Bat it was the edneated Indians, the men who had accepted the eduea-
tion pressed upon them by the Government, and had thereby pledged
themselvea by every motive of ambifion and eelf-interest (to speak of
no others) to be loyal to British ruls, that were the especial mark of
Anglo-Indian attack. Many of them, under all the difficelties of
having to compete thousands of miles from home and in a foreign
language, had succeeded in winning places in the Indian Civil
Service, but the highest posts in the exccutive Government were
rigidly closed against them. Yet they were accused of being wanting
in gratitude, because they claimed to share in the government of
their own country on terms of equality with the English. (Laughter.
The ocritical spirit of the educated Indisns was continually insiste
on, bnt this could be brought to a very plain test. There were in
Indis, if Burma were excluded, seven Provinces. How did educated
Indians as d in their newspapers, treat the heads of these
Provinces ? Of three, the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West
Provinces, and the Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces and
of Assam, nothing but praisewas ever heard. The same almost might
be said concerning the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in spite of the
unpopularity sttaching to the attack on the Calcutta Corporation, for
the Indians had the generosity not to impute to him the evil legacy
left by his pred Of the Lisut t-C of the Punjab
and the Governor of Madras, if the praise had been more stinted there
had been little in the way of blams. One alone out of ths seven—
Lord Sandhurst, the Governor of Bombay, had met with that adverse
criticism to which every public man in England was exposed. Did
this show a very critical spirit? (Applause.)

S16N8 OF REACTION.

Mr. Swinny then proceeded to consider the signs of reaction which
had appeared in Tndia during the last few years. He instanced the
attacks on the liberty of the Press and contrasted, amid laughter, the
hard measure meted out to those who praised Sivaji with the glori-
fication of Cromwell in Ingland. He dealt with the aftacks on the
Caleutta municipality, showing how the reasons assigaed by the
Government for their Act wers contradicted by the report of the
official chairman of the Corporation. He also referred to the case of
the Nabus so long imprisoned under circumstancss which in the old
French hy or modern Russia moved the indignation of the

millions a potent voice. The lecturer wished that other it

would do likewise. He was far from minimising the good work done
by the English in India ; not the least part of which, in his opinion,
consisted in giving the Indians a common language in which to make
known their common hopes and sufferings and so become in very
truth a nation. But the English Government of India suffered from
one very gtave disadvantage—it was too expensive. India was the
poorest of civilised nations, and we had given it the most expensive
form of government. The country was now face to face with a
terrible famine, far worse than that which occurred only three years
ago, and which itself was kmown as ‘“the great famine.”’ Was it
not time to enquire not merely into the remedies but into the causes
of these terrible visitations P

Tap CavsEs oF FAMINE.

According to the Government, the cause of famine was the failure
of the rains. This was certainly the cause of scarcity, but for this
scarcity to develop into famine, it was necessary that no provision
should have been made against the day of dronght. Tn other words
famine resulted from there being no store of food and no money to
purchase it—that is, it was produced by the poverty of the people.
Not so many years ago, as Sir William Wedderburn had told us, the
peasants kept a store of grain beneath their houses ; but this was 8o
no longer, partly owing to the support given by our Courts to the
utmost claims of creditors, but still more owing to the heavy land-
tax, always rising at each periodical , and rigidly enforced
It was a notable fact that in Bengal where there was a permanent
settlement, there had been no famine for a long period, while in the
Central Provinces, reassessed every fifteen years, there had been
terrible distress both in 1897 and in 1900. This heayy land-tax was
not imposed from any desire to harry the peasantry, but becanse of

e necessity of raising a vast revenue to support so expensive a
government. Moreover the Government was an alien government
and so great sums had to be transmitted to Europe every year. The
lecturer quoted John Stmart Mill to show that this had all the
economic effects of a tribute, that it obliged India to force a market
for her goods, and thus sell them cheaper than she otherwise need
have done. In particular Mr. Swinny protested against the im-
poverished people of India having to pay the expenses of the India

ce in London, while the much wealthier inhabitants of Australia
and Canada were allowed to leave the British tax-payer to provide
for the Colonial Office and the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

(Applause.)
TaE Inpray CHARACTER.
. It had long boen a custom with those who opposed the extension of

liberty in India to blacken the character of the Indians. Like every
nation they had their vices; but algo their virtues. They were
cm&mtg:uus, and he said this not only of the fighting races, the Sikhs
an

e Gurkhas who had won the admiration of their English
ders and fellow-soldi but even of the Bengalee, who had
been so often accused of cowardice, becanse he was no fighter. Sir
George Robertson in his account of the siegeof Chitral, had borne
witness to the conrage of the Bengalese steward who, though he did
not conceal his dislike of the whole business, never allowed any
danger to with the perf of biz duty. Nor could it
be said that the Indians were dishonest. The losses in the Indian
Post Office throngh the dishonesty of officials were less in proportion
than those in the English Post Office. That they had strong family
affections and were extremely frngal was admitted. Young magis-

English people.
Tre Dury oF ENGTAND.

Finally, Mr. Swinny exhorted his hearers to do their utmost to
make tho Indian G t, by the p of Bnglish public
opinion, not only succour the famins-stricken, but do their utmost to
provent famines in the future; stay the drain of wealth from India
and put an end to the heavy 5 an lly i
more and more Indians into the higher branches of the public service.
To train up the Indians to be worthy of the liberties we ourselves
enjoyed hed been the aim of the greatest Englich statesmen in India.
It was the duty of the English people to see that thataim was carried
to fruition. (Loud applause.)

QuEsTIons.

At the close of the lecture, the Chairman invited questions and some
forty minutes were occupied by enquiries, to which Mr. Swinny
replied. They ranged over almost all the subjects mentioned in the
Jecture, but were especizally directed to the employment of Indians in
the Grovernment service and the means of preventing famine.

Councillor MANFIELD, the son of a former representative-of North-
ampton in Parliament, in moving a vote of thanks, complimen.2d the
lecturer on the impartiality with which he had treated the subject
and declared that his interest had been strongly aroused. The vote
was seconded by Councillor Purser, and carried unanimously.

Mr. Swinwny, in returning thanks, expressed his pleasure aJ the
interest in India shown by the numerous questions which had been
addressed to him.

#mperial Pacliament.

Tloursday. February 15.
HOUSE OF LORDS.
THE MILITARY PREPARATIONS.
RUSSIA, INDIA, AND PERSIA.

In the course of the debate uEEix the G t's Army Proposal
The Earl of Rosusery said:

Russia there isno Pa.rlig’ment, and T
guppose that is a constitution which the noble marquis would envy.
But, at any rate, we see circumstances in Russia which make us
pause. The ancient empire of Persia has been the witness, in these
last days, to events to which England once wonld have had something:
to say, but which appear to pass without any protest from England,
and perhaps without any possibility of protest from England.

The Barl of Kmserriy, in the course of his speech, said: I see all
around us a temper displayed by our neighbours which must make.
every thoughtful mun pause and reflect on the conditions of ‘tho
situation in which we find oumelves. It is useless to conceal from
ourselves that fact. There is one particular point which was not
roferred to by my noble friends but which is always very present to
my mind, and which, I am sure, is fully appreciated by the noble
marquie—1 mean the ever present guestion of the defence of our
Indian frontier. I am not now ascribing to Russia t designs to
attack us in India, but the noble marquis knows as well as I do how

unatablo is the position of that frontier. He knows as well as T do-
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e T hope it is by no means near—namely the death of
:}E:tm: vofn b;;f—ghﬂ,nlgstau ang the consequences that may follow—
must alyays be present to the mind of everyone who hes had any
connexion on the ono hand with India an_rl on the 9ther ha.n_d w'xth
foreign affalrs. Although I do nob ascribe any direct hostile in-
tentions to Russia at the present moment, I cunnot overlook tho fact
that there is going or a movement of troops in that direction which,
if mot menscing, shows at least possibilities for the f}ﬁ:um never
absent from the mind of the Russian Government. While T honour
the peaceful intentions of tho preeent ruler of Russia, I must point
out to your lordships that even such a ruler as that has not entire
power over quostions of this kind. There are in Russia three power-
$ul motives which always actuate the Russian Government in_their
conduct of affaira. One of these is the power of Lhe.Ortlmdqx Chth
of Russia ; the other is the strong national Slay iee]_mgs‘whloh exist ;
and the third is the army. No ruler, however powerful, can dis-
regard the yiews and the opinions which permeate the army; and
there might easily arise a state of things when, peacefnl as might be
thie intentions of the Tuler of the empire, he might find it cxtremely
diffoulh to resist the pressure put upon him. I ask you to suppose—
and we must take into our consideration conjectures not only as to
what our force may be, but also as to what may be required of it—
that this great question of the Tndian frontier were to be raised.
You have in India a garrison never too large; and at this moment
diminished by 10,000 men. Where are you to find the {roops—
seagoned troops they must be—in case of emergency to reinforce your
Army in India ? There will always be a feeling of insecurity, and in
the present condition of things a feeling amounting almost to alarm.

The Marquis of SATISBURY, in the courso of his speech, said : I am
gorry that I eanmot speak as freely as the moble earl; but I am
headed off from questions on the discussion of which he very frankly
and freely engaged. I cannot enter upon the character of the Russian
Government, or of the strings which guide it, or the course which it
is likely to take. I cannot discuss tho health of the Amir of
Afghanistan. 1 have not lately had any account of it; but I have
every reason to belicve that it is as safistactory as we could wish ;
and wo agree with the noble earl in hoping that his years may bo
prolonged.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
® THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
NO GRANT FROM THE BRITISH TREASURY.

S Wrzaran W pury asked the Secretary of State for India
whether, in view of the unhappy condition of India and the unpre-
cedented demands on the Indian revenues for famine relief, the
Gov t would ider the propriety of making a substantial
grant to Indie from-the British Tre»mmg.

Mr. Wrzrran Rueowonn asked the Secretary of State for India
whether it was intended to make any grant from Imperial Funds
towards the relief of those suffering from the famine in India.

Tord 6. Hamauron : We do mot propose to make a grant to India
from the British treasury for famine purposes; as we have no reason
to believe that the financial means and credit of the Government of
Tndia are insufficient to meet all demands that are likely to arise in
connexion with the relief of distress caused by the present famine in
India. 5 5

COLOURED PERSONS IN SOUTH AFRICA.

Mr. Dracr asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he could
stale whether, under the existing laws of tho Transvaal and the
Orange Free State, any impediments were placed in the way of
1 d persons desi of acquiring and holding land :

. Whether, so far as the Transvaal was concerned, any such
diment; ituted an infri t of Article XIX of the

Convention of 1884 :

Aud, whether coloured persons were under any disabilities as to
the acquisition and owmership of land in Cape Colony and Natal.

Mr. ComavpErrAty : In the South African Republic Natives and
other coloured persons are not allowed to acquire land in their own
namo. Application has to be made to the superintendent of Natives
who took the place of the British Secretary for Native Affuirs and
tha Native Looation Commission provided for by Articles 13 and 31
of the Pretoria Convention. I do not therefore think that the
existing arrangement is a breach of Article XIX of the London
Conventicn. In the Orange Free State I believe that coloured
iparsona of partly European origin are allowed to acquire and hold
and, but not other coloured persons. Indians are practically excluded
from settling in tho State at all. In the Cape and Natal coloured
persons other than Natives residirg in locations (who own land in
common) are not under any restriction &8 to acquiring and owning

land.
INDIAN TROOPS AND THE WAR.
Mr. YERBURGH usk.ed the First Lord of the Treasury whether,
having regard to the fact that the Boers had invaded Zululand and
attacked the natives, and also that natives had been employed by tho

Mr. Covnrney : In view of the extreme gravity, which every one
will allow, of the arswer mado by my right hon. friend the First
Tord of the Treasury to the question put by the hon. member for
Chester, and tho enswer by my vight hon. friend the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, may I be permitted to ask these two supple=
mentary questions of the First Tiord—Fizst, whether he will take care
that the utmost certainty shall be secured as to the reality of the
anthority for the Boer attacks on the Natives, and, secondly, whether
he is aware that in this, as in so many other instances of alleged
Yiolation ef the practices of war, there are charges and counter=
charges on both sides? ’

. Barroum: As regards the second question T am Dot @wWare
there has been auy allegation in this case of any violation of the
practices of war. As regards the first, asking that the most careful
ive him every ageurance he thinks

investigation shall bo made, I can give

desirable on that subject.

Lriday, February 16.
HOUSE OF COMMONRSR.

THE BURMO-CHINESE BOUNDARY COMMISSION.

Mr. Hrreerr Roperrs asked the Under-Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs whether he had any information as to the murder at
the village of Monghem of Major Kiddle, Mr. Suthorland, and Mr.
Litton, attached to the Burmo-Chinese Boundary Commission:

And, whether he would statc what military steps wera being
teken, in view of this serious incident, with regard to the future
labours of the Commission. ‘

Tord G. HamuroN: I have received the following information of
tho ovents referred to. It appears that the officers in question were
assaulted whilst visiting a bazaar on February 9 last ab the village of
Monghem. Two were murdered and one wourded. Monghem is
just outside British territory as at prosent delimitated. The Goyern-
ment of India are considering whether the Commission should nof
withdvaw to British territory for the present, and will take in
consert with the Chinese Ccmmissionor such meagures as may Seein
to them to be necessary.

Honday, February 19.
HMOUSE OF COMMONS.

A RUSSIAN CONSULATE AT BOMBAY.

Mr, Mactmax askod the Under Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs whether an application had been made, and acceded to by
hor Majesty’s Government, for the establishment of a Russian
Constlate General as Bombay :

‘And whether it was proposed to appoint British Consuls at the
principal places in the Caucasus and the Trang-Caspian dominions of
Russia.

Wz, Broprick : In view of an_assurance given by her Majesty’s
Ainbassador ab St. Petersburg in 1876 her Majesty’s Government: in
August lagt expressed their readiness to accede Lo an application
from the Russian Go t for tha i of a Russian
Consulate at Bombay. Her Majesty’s Government stated at the
same time that they understood thas the Russian Goyernment would
be ready to agrce to the appointment of a British Consul at Titlis
should it at any time be found desirable to make such an appoint-
ment. No appointment of a Clonsnl at Bombay has yet been notified
by the Russian Government, but if such a Consulato is established it
will be open to her Majesty’s Government to claim the right of
appointing o Consul at Tiflis.

RUSSIA AND AFGHANISTAN.

Mr. Herserr Roserrs asked the Secretary of State for India
whether the Government had recsived any official notification as to
recent movements of Russian troops towards the frontier of Afghan-
istan ; and, whether he was in & position to make any statement as to
tha relations at present existing between the Amir and this country.

Lord G. Mavarrow: I have received several reports indicating an
increass in the number of Russian troops stationed in Central Asia.
Tho relations of the Government of Indis with His Highness the
Amir conform to the terms of our ts with Afghanist
and have undergone no change.

TIE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.

Sir Mawcmeriee Brownacsren ssked the Tirst T.ord of the
Tressury if he would state what arrangements had been finally
concluded between her Majesty’s Government, the Government of
TIndia, and the University of London for taking over the Imperial
TInstitute Buildings, specifying the apporti t of dati
in each case and the responsibility nndertaken by them for main-
tuining the structure :

A‘gd whether he would p]acahnp%n the Table of the House Copies
d s :

gy

Boers as armed ts in recent e still adhered to his
statement made in October last that native troops would not be em-
ployed by the Government in the present war :

And, whether the same pledge applied to the natives of India

and to the troops of the Native Princes who had offercd thoir

M. BAL{{DUB.: l\é[ym hon. friend has wisely placed the two branches
of his g in pari ohs, for, I need hardly say, there
i8 no resemblance or analogy whatever between the native tribes of
South Africa and the Native princes of India and their troops. The
aid of the latter we should be proygd to have in a war carried on under
ordinary conditions. The statement of policy, however, to which
my hon. friend refers was based en the idea that the war in South
Africa was not to be carried on under ordinary conditions, and that
by common consent it was decided it should be confined to the two
TEuropean races chiefly concerned. (Hear, hear.) If the Boers adopt
a course inconsistent with this idea we should, of course, hold our-
sclyes free to reconsider our devision. (Cheers.)

P, Iy o final arrangements made for the
future working of the Imperial Institute.

Mr. Birrour: The Government has taken over the entire building
and with responsibility for external repairs, lighting and rates. The
Indian Government will ocoupy without renf (1) part of the base-
ment at the east end of the main block ; (2) the Anebai Bhownagree
corridor and certain other roows and passages in the eastern anmexe ;
(8) it will have the use, conjointly with the University of London
and the institute, of the Cowasgoe Jehanghir Hall, at dates to be
arranged between the parties; (4) asregards the exhibition galleries
it will make its own arrangements with the institute as before. The
institute will occupy, rent free, the western part of the main block
with many of the galleries. It will have the use, conjointly with the
University, of the Great Hall; and, conjointly with the University
and the Government of India, of the Cowasgee Jehanghir Hall, at

dates to be arranged between the parties. With the above exceptions:
the building will be occupied, rent free, by the University of London
under an arrangement which will permit of examinations of candi--
dates for the Civil Service being ocoasionally held thers. I am not
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aware of any correspondence on the enbject of ‘the future conduct of
the Imperiul Tastitute.

Luesday, Hebruary 20.
HOUSE OF COMMONSE.
INDIAN AMBULANCE BEARERS.

Mr. Dizrox asked the Secretary of: State for the Colonies whether
a large number of Indians in Natal had offered their services free
of cost

And whether and to whab extent that offer had been accepted.

Mr. CHAMBRRIATN : A number of Natal Indians volunteered for
service in any capacity without i and though their
services as soldiers were not accepted, they were engaged to act as
lsaders for the Indian ambulance bearers. I do not know the exact
number o emplayed. The facta are stated at page 240 of Cd. 43.

Mr. Dixron asked whether the right hon. gentleman would take
into consideration the desirability of offering some remuneration to
these Indiana.

Mr. CeamperrATy @ I think that would not be a courteous way of
treating their offer to serve without remuneration. (Flear, hear.)

INDIAN REFUGEES FROM THE TRANSVAAL.

Sir MAxoEERIEE BHOWNAGGREE asked the Under Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs if he had any information with regard to a report
widely civeulated in India that among her Majesty’s subjects who
received xnotice last October from the Boer CGloverument to quit the
Transvaal on the ountbreak of hostilities were eighty-two British
Indian settlers of Natal: that, although they wished to return to
Natal, they were forcibly deported to India; that prior to their em-
barkation, they were placed in charge of the Portuguese Military
Authorities at Delagoa Bay ; and that, while thus dotained, Portu-
gucic poldiers subjected them to brutal treatment, robbed them of all
their money, and outraged the modesty of their women ; and, if so,
would he state how it was that the Eritish representative at the place
of detention did not remonstrate with the Portugusse aunthorities, or
take other necessary measures for the protection of the refugees.

Mr. Broorick : The Foreign Office has no information in regard to
the incident referred to. Many British Indian subjects who fled from
the Transyaal to Lorenzo Murquez were sent to India, their pessage
being paid out of the Lord Mayor’s Fund. Her Majesty’s consul at
Lorenzo Marquez will be instructed by telegraph to zeport the facts.

THE CABLE OOMPANIES.

Sir Epwarp SAsgoox asked the First Liord of the Treasury whether
her Majesty’s Government would consider the desirability of with-
holding their sanction from future agreements between the Eastern
Telograph Company and tho subsidiary companies and the Cape,
Indian, and Australian Governments until Parliament had had an
epportunity of taking cognisance of them ;

And whether, it the Government had no control over these con-
ventions so far as regards the Colonies, her Majesty’s Government
would point out to the Colonial Governments concerned the expeciency
of abstaining from any final decision until an” Imperial policy of a

ive nature, embracing Colonial interests, had been formu-
lated by Parlinment in the courss of this Session.

Mr. Batrour: I think my hon. friend will see that the matter to
which he calls attention in this question is one which cannot really
be dealt with by the Imperial Parliwment alone. It is a matter for
negotiation between the self-governing Colonies and the home
Government.

Sir B. Sassoon asked whether the right' hon. gentleman would give
time for the discussion of the subject.

Mr. Barrour: There are opportunities which my hon. friend
shares with other members for bringing the matter before the House,
but I cannot give him any of the Government time at our disposal.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

The following Notices of Motion appear on the Order Paper of the
House of Commons:—

Sir Wirniam WEDDERBURN :—Distress in India—To eall attention
to the condition of the people of India ; and to move, That, in view
of the grievous sufferings which are again afflicting the people of
India, » detailed and searching village enquiry should be instituted in
order to ascerfain the causes which impair the cultivators’ powers to
zesist the attacks of famine and plaguo. (Tuesday, March 20.)

DIv. Samvrn Spors,—lizeise Administration (India),—To call

ttention to the admini i Excise in India, by which many
liquor shops aro being opened in various parts of Indias, in direct
violution of the expressed protests of the neighbourhood, and in
contradiction of the declared palicy of the Government of India, as
formulated in their Despatch to tho Secretary of State, No. 29,
February 4, 1890 ; and to wove a resolution. [An early dey.]

Mr. Hurnerr Ronerrs,—On Army Estimates, to call attention to
the organisation of her Majesty’s Military Norces in the TFast; and
to move a resolution. [Oa geing into Committee of Supply.]

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.

Notice has been given of the following questions :—

Sir Wirniaw Wepprrevry,—To ask the Secretary of Stato for
India whether the Government, in view of the Ppresent severe strain
upon the financial means and credit of the Government of India, will
consider the propriety of gmaranteeing the Indian Loan which will
have to be raised for famine purposes in connexion with the coming
Indian Budget. [Thursday, February 22.]

Sir Wirrras Weppresven,—To aek the Becretary of State for
India whether he will state the total number of deaths from famine
in India reported up to the present date; 3
__And whether he will obtain and meke
ing the number of such desths.

public weekly reports show-
[Thursday, February 22.]

MR. REDMOND’S MANIFESTO.

The following ifesto which Mr. Red: d iggued a few days:
ago will doubtless be read with interest in India by persons interested
in the work of political organisation :—

“To tan ProrLE or IRMLAND.

‘¢ Fellow Countrymen,— After nine yesrs of wenalknees and disunion
in the ranks of the Nationalist representatives of Ireland in Parlia-
ment, the United Irish National Parliamentary Party has once more
been formed on the principles and under the constitution of the Irish
Party from 1885 to 1890. This event, ns overy indication of public
feeling and opinion shows, has been heartily welcomed by eve
gection of the Nationalist Party in Ireland. Itis an event which b
if the Irish people 8o choose, mark a turning point in the history of
the National movement. For the last nine years the progress of thas
movement in Parliament and Ireland has been arrested, the efficiency
of the Irish Nationalist representatives in the House of Commons
seriously impaired, and tho organisation of the people in Ireland,
without which a Parliamentary Party is of comparatively listle value,
fell to pieces.

It is not necessary to revert now fo the causes of the disunion
‘which brought about these lamentable results. The chapter has been
closed by the wise and patriotic action of the Irish representatives, and
the thoughts of men on all sides of the contest that has been waged are
now turned bo the futureand its possibilities. As disunion has certainly
been fraught with evil consequences, so it is equally certain that
union may, under certain conditions, be made the means of once mora
rendering the weapon swhich the Constitution has placed in the
hands of Treland potent for the redress of nationel grievances and the
winning back of our right to national self-government. The oppor-
tunitics which the Party system in Great Britain in its very nature
opens up to an Irish Party, , united, in attend
end independent of all British Parties, are kmown to us by expsrience.
Ministries have been made and unmade by such a Party; benefits
huve been wrested from reluctant and even hostile majorities, policies
have been altered to the advantage of Treland by the steady and
sustained compulsion of an Irish Parliamentary force, known to speak
for the nation, acting as a single man, and taking advantage of every
oceasion of attack and defence.

¢ The opportunities for achievements of such a character are likely
in the future to bo not less, but more numerous, than at any period
in the past. The present time is absolutely rife with possibilities.
The greatest crisis in the memory of living man has avigen in the
affeirs of the Empire, and no one can tell the moment when cighty
Irish members, thinking only of the interests of their own country,
may be able to extract from the situation its legitimate fruit. The-
question is: Will the people of Ireland enable their representatives
to take advantage of these possibilities ? and the answer to it admits
of nodelay. The supreme question of national self-government must
be restored to its rightful position as the greatest of =Il political
issues ; but, apart from the question of Home Rule, Ircland stands
in immediate need of several reforms of the first importancs.

¢The Tiand Question is atill nnsolved. Tt ean never be solved till
the industry of agriculture—tho main industry of our country—is
freed by the uniyersal establishment of compulsory purchase of an
occupying proprietary from the burden which still weighs it down,
and by some great scheme for replacing the land in tho poverty-
stricken disiricts of the West in the possessicn of the people. Tha
industry of agriculture and all ths other industries of Ireland are tha
vietims of a system of over taxation, the most iniquitous in its
conception and in its results of any in the civilised world. If the
plunder of Ireland which is effected by that system is not stopped,
the Trish nation will bleed to death. The old policy by which the
majority of the nation was in the past condemned by law to ignorance
unless it forfeited its religious faith is still persisted in 29 regards
that porlion of our Catholic people who are anxious to avail
themselvos of the benefits of University education. Thoso ox our
Catholic youths who might naturally be expected to become the
Jeaders of public opinion are still condemned by the spirit of an old-
world bigotry to deprive themselves of the advantages of the higher
training of theintellect, unless they resort to institutions founded hnd.
carried on on principles at variance with their religious eonvictions.

“These and many other questions press with daily increasing
urgency for gettlement. Much may be done to further their solution
even during the present Session of Parliament, if the action of the
Parliamentary Representatives in closing np their ranks and abso—
lutely burying past feuds be backed up by corresponding action on
the part of those whom they represent, and if these Representatives
are now enabled by their constituents to give to the discharge of their
duties in the House of that ot ttend and
unsleeping vigilance without which a fighting Parlismentary Party
i8 impossible. Holding these views, and believing that mo time
should be lost in putting them before you, I now appesl to you to
supply, with as little delay as possible, the pecuniary support:
necessary for the prosecution of a campaign of combat in the House
of Commons. The Trish membars have done their part by re-uaiting.
without any reserve in face of a oritical situstion; it remains for the
people of Ireland to enable them to renew, in face of both the Parties.
of Great Britain, the determined struggle for Trish rights which hag
been so long and so unhappily interrupted.

It is impossible, and it would be unjust, to expect that Irigh
members should not only give their time and sacrifice their own
private interests to the advancement of the public cause, but should
also bear the whole pecuniary burden insd by prolonged attend-
ance at Westminster. I therefore ask you, fe].ﬁw-countrymen, to
subscribe with as much promptness and liberality as you can to the
Sessional Fund of the Irish Parliamentary Party.

T remain, fellow-countrymen,
® “Your faithful servant,
¢¢ February 10, 1900.” “J. . REnMOND.
The Treasurers of the Fund are the Hon. Edward Blake, M.P. ;

J. K. X. O’Brien, Fsq., M.P. ; and T. Harrington, Esq., M.P.
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