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NOTES AND NEWS.

THE able speech of Mr. Ibbetson in the Viceroy’s

Council shows how much the actual severity of the
famine exceeds even the gloomy forecast of last October.
Almost all the districts whereof the fate was then doubtful
have now to be included in the famine area, It was then
thought that 850,000 square miles with a population of
30,000,000 would be affected; while now 800,00C square
miles with 40,000,000 inhabitants are suffering acute
distress, and in addition general scarcity prevails in another
145,000 square miles with a population of 21,000,000, which
will soon need relief. This means that a population more
than double that of Great Britain at the last census is or
soon will be in the grip of famine. M, Ibbetson thus
describes the present visitation :—

In a large portion of the area affected it follows close upon a famine
of great severity ; it is ied by an unprecedented scarcity of
fodder and water ; and there seems reason to fear that in many places
(to quote the words of the Bombay Government) ¢ destitution has
reached, or will reach, a higher stratum of society than has ever been
affected before since the country came under British rule.”

These considerations, it might be thought, would sufficiently
account for the greater influx to the relief-works, without
the assumption of any moral deterioration in the people.

Lord Curzon fully endorsed all that Mr. Ibbetson had
said as to the unprecedented intensity of the famine. Tord
in in January, 1897, had spoken of the occasion as
without parallel because one-and-a-quarter millions were
on relief, and now in January, 1900, three-and-a-quarter
millions are on relief, and the parallel has come and has
been left far behind. Yet now the attention of England
is directed elsewhere than to suffering India. The Viceroy
dealt at some length with the famous Circular of his
Government on famine relief. He said :—

I am the last person in the world to prefer the mere interests of
economy to those of humanity, and I conceded to the utmost the
obligation of the Government to spend its last rupes in the saving of
human life and the mitigation of human suffering. But the Govern-
ment of India must necessarily take a broader outlook than its critics.
‘We are acquainted by the reports that we receive from ounr officers
with what is passin'i, not in one district alone, but in all parts of the
country. We are the custodians of the interests of the taxpayers of
India; we have to look to what may happen in future famines, and
recent experience does not encourage us to regard famine as the rare
and isolated phenoménon which it has hitherto been held to be.
Above all, it is our duty jealously to watch and conserve the character
of the people. 2
The confession that famine must no longer be considered a
rare phenomenon, though obviously true, is certainly pain-
ful to read. Tt may, indeed, be asked whether the view of
the Government that has apparently to be content with
such a confession is really broader than that of its crities
whao seek to find the causes of famine.

Lord Curzon went on to give instances that had come
under his notice of tho abuse of famino rolicf. But the
Friend of India, an Anglo-Indian journal, considers the
evidence insufficient for his purpose. The greater intensity
of the famine is sufficient to account for the greater
numbers secking relief. The small wage—admittedly only
a little more than sufficient to keep life in the recipient—
the distance from home, the irksomeness of the supervision
and the probability ¢ that he will be mulcted of a sensible
fraction of his scanty wage for the benefit of the under-
lings of the relief establishment’ make it certain that no
one will resort to the Government works if he can obtain
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single copper-pot, or a single rupee’s worth of credit re-mu,in'ms,
resorting to the relief works, or against anyone, however frugal,
saving a few pice out of many weeks’ relief wages, would keep away
from the works hundreds of thousands of the really destitute and
condemn hundreds of thousands of workers to extreme misery.

‘While Lord Curzon iscomplaining that relief is given too
lavishly, the Bengalee praises the Government of the
Central Provinces for the excellent provision it has made.
Owing to its promptitude not a death, it is said, has
occurred, while in the last famine the mortality was
terrible. In fact, it is doubtful whether on that occasion
the authorities would have admitted the existence of
famine, had it not been for the great mumber of deaths;
but this time there has been no delay. It will thus be
seen that Lord Curzon and Mr. Chitnavis, C.LE., the
Bengalee’s informant, agree that famine relief has been
more prompt and generous than it was three years ago.
But does Lord Curzon wish that the mortality of the last
famine should be repeated ? It is impossible to believe it.
Yet how can it be prevented save by more liberal relief ?

Mz, Ibbetson in his speech in the Viceroy’s Council paid
a high tribute to the energy shown by the Native States in
affording relief. It is an old complaint of Anglo-Indian
officials, as the Zindu reminds us, that the authorities are
remiss in adopting measures of relief and allow the dis-
tressed to wander into British territory with their de-
pendents and cattle. In Bombay and the Punjab refugees
are being every week driven back into the Native States.
But, on the other hand, thousands of refugees have crowded
into Mysore, and the Grovernment of that State, far from
driving them back, has been trying to find them empl oy-
ment. Yet, although actual famine is not anticipated, the -
condition of Mysore is very threatening. Mr. Ibbetson
said that ¢ in Madras and Mysore the abrupt disappearance
of the monsoon was a great disappointment, and the
harvest will be indifferent over large areas.”

Mr. Santo Crimp has completely dispelled the hopa that
the sinking of artesian wells might protect the Bombay
Presidency from drought. He finds that the geological
formations of Western India conform to neither of the
conditions essential to the success of artesian wells. These
are: (1) a large catchment area of porous rocks, such as
chalk, to absorb a portion of the rainfall; and (2) that
this porous formation should extend underneath a plain, in
part clay, so that the water may be confined to the porous
stratum. It is well fo know the worst so as not to waste
money on useless experiments and also so as to devise
other remedies.

We have pleasure in reproducing the following editorial
note from the Westminster Gazette of Wednesday last :— -

Tt is well that there should be an Indian Famine Fund af the
Mansion House, and we are glad to sce that upwards of £30,000
has already been subscribed. Eut it is highly improbable that any
sum can be collected in this way at all commensurate fo the pur-
pose for which it is wanted. There are nearly four million persons
in India who are suffering from the famine, and it comes so terribly
soon after the last that it finds the ‘Tundian peocple even less able
than usual to fight against it. In ordinary times, and with no war
to preoccupy our minds (and empty our pockets), we should un-
doubtedly raise half-a-milliofi or more to send out to relieve the
hungry people of India. Buf since this can hardly be possible—
with all the war funds and with the prospect of fuvure it
becomes a question whether we ought not to find the money from
some other source. The objections to any Imperial ‘‘dole” are
obvious, and may bs such as*to preclude any being made. But it
would be well if some method could be devised for getting the

money which at this juncture private charity seems hardly likely to-
furnish. =
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Side by side with this passage let us place an ex’cmc.{,:
from an admirable article which appeared in the [nuestors
Review of Saturday last :—

VWhen we think that we owe to our possession of India our great-
ness as g modern empire far more than to any other heritage; that
but for the conquest of India and the outlet it gave, not only for cur
surplus capital, but for our increased ma.qufactgres—ptodnct of our
victories as pioneer in modern mechanical inventions—the loss of our
American colonies would have left us only a greater Holland among
the nations of Burope, it is surely worth while for our Goyernment
to consider whether it should not, as representing the nation, now
hand back e few millions of the thousands of millions India hes in the
last hundred and fifty years yielded us, in order to lift the horrors of

starvation off the Indian people.

Who shall say that the Government of India is not
concerned for the improvement of agriculture? It has
just published a series of eight resolutions embodying ““ &
policy of agricultural enquiry and improvement, formulated
as the result of fifteen years’ deliberation, of repeated
consultations with Local Governments, and of five Central
Conferences at which representatives from all provinces
were present.”” What then? The first resolution is his-
torical. It shows that it was the famine of 1866 that first
awakened Government to the necessity for an agricultural
department; and that it was in consequenco of the
recommendations of the Famine Commission of 1878—
half a generation later !—that Indian and provincial
departments of agriculture wero actually established. In
the next ten years five Conferences were held. -~ The
Government at last started the department of Tand
Records. The second resolution sets forth the principles
that should regulate the training, qualifications, and duties
of Land Records officers. The third resolution deals
with the utilisation of land records. ‘It is hoped that
under intelligent direction much valuable information
zegarding the agricultural needs and condition of any
village can be obtained.” Really, one would think so.
The fourth resolution actuslly gets away from land
tecords. It deals with scientific and national enquiry, or
a national scheme of agricultural enquiry, including all
branches of science which bear directly or indirectly on
agricultural interests : Greography, Geology, Meteorology,
Botany, Economic praducts, Veterinary Science, Bacteri-
ology, Agricultural Science, Statistics, and Forestry. The
£ifth resolution considers the constitution and duties of Pro-
vincial Agricultural departments; the sixth, agricultural
education; and the seyenth and eighth, the methods of
publishing agricultural information and submitting the
Administration Reports.

There is the outline of the outcome of a generation’s
labours. Omne cannot but think of the poor horse that
died while the grass was growing. Here are departments
in galore, ‘“each of which (says the Hindu) has been
growiig into stupendous magnitude.” ¢ European experts
have been provided with lucrative berths’: that goes
without saying. But, asks the. Hindu: ‘‘ What is the
benefit that has beon derived by the rayats, or what is it
that is expected in the future ?”” Excellent as is exhaustive
information (except, apparently, when it is information
about the thoughts and feelings of the people), some
good might surely have been done with less, to begin
with, especially if the rayats had been consulted, and the
fuller details on the gigantic scale might have come in
gradually. The agriculturists themselves would have
advised differently; only perhaps they do not know what
is good for them, The Hindu, to our mind, speaks sound
sense as follows :—

_If there is financial vitality in {] i
be forced on them, but will tpymcee;| m’&ﬁﬁﬁ?%ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ;ﬁﬁ;
the weight of heavy land assessment has crushed them almost into an
inert mass, with little capital and less. spirit. How are they to
undertake improvements, which always involve some cost? And has
the rayat the incentive to undertake them at any cost? No, he
has not. . . , Lighten the assessment ; secure to the rayat a gre,ater
share of the produce of the soil ; secure for him the full benefit of the
improvement he may effect, then agricultural improvements will
gr::;gdo ;mﬂ:; &s fgé_gg:dinitinﬁvefin a n;mlelr ‘which all the depart-
ete., ete., i
4o problem of the Tndisn PR e Bl -
Yes, O wise Hindu; but what of the reduced exchequer
and what of the starveling Gold Standard fund? Are noty;
these more than many rayats? © <

“Three years of plague and two years of famine—that

is my administration.” Such is reported to be Lord Sand-
hurst's own summary of his five years' rule in Bombay.
But these natural calamities will not be laid to his charge.
What will be entered against him is his weak submission
in the hands of his leading counsellors. When we blame
him,” says the Makratta, “ we blame him not because he
was an agent of maleficent nature, but because he proved
a yeal instrument in the hands of more powerful, but less
virtuous, subordinates.” Giving full allowance for the
troubles of the period, one cannot but be surprised at the
backwardness of the Government in fulfilling the natural
expectations of the educated community. Itis preposterous,
for example, that the Khoti Bill -should have hung fire in
such a persistent manner. How far it yet is from settle-

ment may be gathered from the fellowing extract :—
A large and crowded meeting of Khots of the Chiplun taluka was_
held at ghiplun on the 12th instant, over one thousand Khots being:
present. Seversl resolutions were passed. It was resolved (1) that
the principle of fixing rents on the basis of a multiple of the assess-
ment is unjust both to the Khots and the rayat; (2) that the proposal
to abolish the Abhavani system is likely to ruin both classes; (3) that
maultiples of 3 for paddy, and 2:4 for Warkas lands are utterly in-
adequate ; (4) that the sanction of the Collector for the appointment
of Muktyars by the Khots is unnecessary and would make Khots
relinguish the management of villages and forests; (5) that the
section of the Bill is destructive of the Khots rights; (6) that a
deputation of Khots should wait upon the Government; (7) that it
was inequitable to rigoronsly exact from the Khots’ assessment while
orders were given not to execute the orders for assistance ; except for
assessment and local funds cess; and (8) that Government be .ﬂ}uked
{or 8o far giving a patient hearing to both sides and maintaining an
impartial attitude.
The Government seem to know neither the facts of the
case nor the principles to apply to its solution ; or else
they are deliberately engaged in & policy of delay. But
this is not government.

Some rather surprising statements have lately been
made ith reference to the Report of the Royal Com-
mission on Indian Fxpenditure. Indeed, as will be seen
from our Parliamentary report, Lord G. Hamilton per-
mittod himself to say a few days ago that the Report was
to be signed on February 14. We belieye that tho facts
are as follows. The chairman’s draft report, after under--
going some revision, has beer for a dew days in the hands
of members of tho Commission. But it has not yet been
signed, and it is quite certain that some at any rate of the
members of the Commission will not be content with the-
report in its present form. A further report will therefore
be submitted as an alternative or addition to the chairman’s
draft, It is too early yet to speak of a ‘‘majority”
and a ¢ minority’’ report, for it surely cannot be sup-
posed that anybody will be invited to sign the chair-
man’s draft before the alternative report has also been
considered. After :the extraordinarily long interval which
elapsed between the closing of the evidence and the
preparation of a draft report, it would be surprising
indeed if any undue haste were now permitted to interfere
with the due consideration of proposals as to the contents
of the Report.

In the Bengal Legislative Council (January 20) Mr..
Surendranath Banerjea addressed to the Government a
comprehensive series of questions on the Chupra case. Mr.
Bolton’s answer was as follows i—

A copy of Mr. Pennell’s judgment was submitted by him, to the -
Government. The officers of the Saran District concerned were
gravely to be blamed, and the promotion of the two who were most -

has been suspended for a year, and two others have been:

censured.
_ Subordinate Magistrates may, without sacrifice of their judicial .
mdeyendeuce, seek the advice of the District Magistrate, or of ‘brother
Magistrates, and similar‘ consultations occur in courts of justice
generally. - In difficult céses especially they afford useful assistance
to judicial officers. In the present instance, however, the District
Magistrate had personally interested himself in the prosecution and.
ordered its ituti and no di ion should have taken place
between him and the Deputy Magistrate during the trial.

Mr. Pennell was transferred in the course of official changes, and
the order appointing him to Noakhali was passed before the Govern-
ment saw his judgment.

It is something to know that the Government profess at
least to regard the case with serious disapproval. The-
lenity of their action, however, constitutes but little dis-
couragement to similar acts on the part of other officials in
similar circumstances. It is not quite easy to read aright:

the passage about: the transfer of Mr. Pennell,. We will-
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take it, howover, in its plain meaning, and keep an eye
. on Mr. Pennell’s future.

The Awmrita Basar Patrika traces back to Sir Charles
Elliott the policy of ¢ screening an official at any cost,”’
and of ¢ protecting him the more, the more his conduct
was criticised by the Press.”” This policy, it says,
« demoralised the Service; and it was only the strong-
minded among officials who escaped being affected by it.”
Though the Chupra case surprised the Bengal Govern-
ment, it did not, says the Patrika, surprise ‘‘the people
who know how things are sometimes carried on in the
Mussil.” We were unwilling to draw any large in-
ference even from the Chupra case, but our contemporary
suggests plainly enough that we might have safely done
80. It proceeds :—

One of our great complaints is that the independence of the sub-
ordinate Magistrate is sometimes tampered with. The Government
would never believe the accusation that subordinates are thus inter-
fered with by their superiors; and those who brought this accusation
could never prove it. How could they do that? If the District
Magistrate told a subordinate something which he had no right
to tell, would the latter ever venture to enter a protest, or give it
out? So, if that accusation was brought, the Government refused to
believe in its accuracy. The Chupra case, however, furnishes a
proof, and Mr. Bolton is pleased to admit that the District Magis-
trate did wrong. Well, then, it is proved that District Magistrates
do some times interfers with the independ of their subordi
That being the case, we think the Government will do well to issue a
Circular reminding the Magistrates that they shoald never interfere
with the judicial ind dencg.of their subordinates.

We are not sure that a Circular would be of any particular
effect. What is effective is the sure and adequate punish-
ment of delinquents.

On the same occasion Mr. Bolton informed Mr. Surendra-
nath Banerjea that the Government of Bengal ‘ has
received no communication from the Government of India
relating to the Memorial ”” on the question of the separa-
tion of judicial from executive functions, submitted to the
Secretary of State for India on July 10 last year. This
‘important Memorial, it will be remembered, was signed
by men of eminence and experierce in judicial and oxecu-
tive work in India—by Liord Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth,
Sir Richard Couch, Sir Charles Sargent, Sir William
Markby, Sir John B. Phear, Sir John Scott, Sir William
Wedderburn, Sir Roland K. Wilson, and Mr. Herbert J.
Reynolds. On July 27 Lord George Hamilton, in reply
to a question put by Sir W. Wedderburn in the House,
stated that he proposed to forward the Memorial to the
Government of India, requesting them to consider it and
to report to him the conclusions at which they might
arrive ; and he added that, till he had received the reply
of the Government of India, he could say nothing as to
tho desirability of the proposed change or as to the views
of the people of India on the subject. We know, however,
from his reply to Mr. Herbert Roberts on May 11 that he
regards the proposed reform as ““a revolutionary change.”
Anyhow, the Government of India seems to be very
dilatory if the Government of Bengal has as yet “ received
no communication” from it on the subject. It is more
than half a century since the reform was beyond the need
of argument, and still the Secretary of State is fumbling
over it, in sheer distaste of even an apparent concession
to Native opinion.

We learn from the Indian papers that Mr. Romesh C-
Dutt, C.I.E., President of the recent Congress, was invited
by the Viceroy to an interview, and accordingly visited
Tord Curzon on Jan. 17. Of course, the interview may
have been merely formal. At the same time, it indicates a
politic—and probably a kindly—interest of the Viceroy in
the Congress movement. It also recalls what was said by
Professor Murison at the annual dinner of the London
Indian Society on Nov. 1, 1898, in proposing tho toast of
the Indian National Congress :—

the West,” adding “I am afraid it will be a very long
time before that dream of the friendly conference he speaks
of will come true.” Well, at any rate it has so far come
true. There has been # “ friendly conference’ at least,
and the political position of the Congress could hardly have *
missed mention. Anyhow, the interview is a remarkable—
and a hopeful—fact.

Acknowledging the interest of the facts and figures in
the Report on Forest Administration in the Lower Pro-
vinces of Bengal for 1898-99, the dnrita Bazar Patrila
properly complains that the Government resolution on the
Report has nothing to say about the manning of the
department. There are, we believe, twenty-four higher
appointments, of which twenty-two are held by Europeans.
In the full light of the Queen’s Proclamation, after more
than forty years, the children of the soil have been admitted
to no more than two—one-twelfth of the whole. And this,
t00, notyithstanding the famous Circular of Lord Dufferin
in 1886, and the recommendations of the Public Service
Commission, which was appointed for the express purpose
of putting an end to the standing complaint of the Indians
about their grudging employment in the higher branches
of the ¢¢Minor Civil Services.” These recommendations
were indeed adopted by Lord Cross. Still nothing has
been done, apparently. Such an imbecility of administra-
tion is beyond comment.

A certain man remitted his revenue by means of tho
Post Office, which instead of sending it to Cuttack sent it
to Balasore. As a result of this error, it did not arrive
in time and the unfortunate man was sold up. He
appealed to the Courts, and the District Judge decided in
his favour. But the High Court has reversed this decision,
holding, it appears, that as the Post Office was the tax-
payer’s agent and not the Collector’s, the former must
suffer for its errors. Nevertheless, the case seews to be
one of great hardship and injustice ; the more so as under
Section 18, Act xi of 1859, the Collector has power to
grant a delay when & real reason is forthcoming for failure
fo meet the revenus demand on the dato fixed. The
Court expressed its regret that this had not been done.

The Mudras Mail-gives an sccount of the sufferings of
some refugees that have recently arrived from (ke
Transvaal. A batch numbering about a thousand left
Johannesburg on October 18 under an escort of Boers,
who treated them with kindness; but at Delagoa Bay
they declare they were plundered by Portuguese soldiers.
The refugees wished to go to Durban, and were told that
they would be sent there, but the ship on which they
embarked took them to Bombay. They were kept at that
place for two months while the Government was making
arrangements for sending them to the places in Indi&from
which they had originally emigrated. This was 1o easy
matter, for some of them had been born in Natal. Bighty-
two have been sent to Madras, apparently because Tamil
is their language, but many of these have no connexion
with the place. * For all practical purposes, they say,
they have become Natives of Africa and had no idea of
ever returning to India; in fact, they speak of Natal as
their eountry.”

The attention of the detractors of educated India may
be invited to the speech of Dr. Sime, Director of Public
Tnstruction in the Punjab, in Convocation of the Punjab
University at Liahore on January 11. We select a sentence
or two of his summary conclusions :—

It may be difficult as yet to_ estimate the whole trend; but
generally, the direction is believed to be upward. On the side of
general intelligence, this is seen in the greater efficiency with which
the work of the educated, in all spheres of life, is being performed,
in the readiness with which the educated ure taking to new lines of

i and in the i bers in the lower walks who

We are gaining support in the Press, both London and P; ial,
and I look forward to the time when we shall have a Secretary of
State and a Governor-General of Indiz who will recognise clearly that
it is impossible to govern the Indian Empire without the cordial co-
operation of the Indian people, and who will send for the President of

e National Congress and say: ‘‘ Come, my friend, have we not
both the same interests at heart ? Are we not both men of affairs?
Come, let us reason together.’

Referring to this adventurous anticipation in his Presi-
dential Address to the Congress in the following month,
Mxr. A. M. Bose called Professor Murison ‘“a dreamer of

of

have had their wits sharpened by a smaller degree of school training.
On the moral side, the ideals of the educated are generally of the
highest, and their practice if proportion as the trai ing has

extensive, is becoming purer and better. It will take a long time to
affect the quality and tone of the mass, but an influence is already at
work, which shows that a littleleaven of education, with an example
from above and a pressure all round has begun to permeate the whole.
5 On the whole'it may? I think, be said that every year evi-
denco becomes more and more clear, as to the beneficial general effects
of Western education on the whole life of the peaple, intellectual,
moral, and religious. <
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THE INDIAN IN SOUTH AFRICA.

JTEAR two hundred thousand soldiers are, or soon will
1\ Te, fighting in South Africa to redress the wrongs
of the Outlanders. It is no intention of ours to ask how
far this vast expenditure of blood and treasure is JI'.‘lS.tlﬁ(?d
by the character of the laws against which the British in
the Transyaal protested. It is rather our purpose to call
attention to the wrongs of amother class of Outlanders
—wrongs more serious than those that aro now being
redressed by the sacrifice of men’s lives and the breaking
of women's hearts. These wrongs have not been made
the subject for war but only for mild and guarded
remonstrance ; for they have taken place not only under
the tyranny of President Kruger but where the British
flag waves, securing to all, as is so often said, fl_'eedom
and justice. It is our purpose to set forth in brief the
unjust and discriminating laws which haye been enacted
against British Indians throughout the States of South
Africa; and it should bring a blush to the face of every
Englishman to think that these laws are harshest and
most numerous not in the Transvaal but in Natal, not
under the rule of the Dutch but under that of their own
fellow-subjects. Nor is it pleasant to be told that the one
part of South Africa where the Indian ¢ has no grievance
apart from the general population” is the territory that
still remains to Portugal.
The enactments of which the Indians in the Transvaal
complained were certainly serious enough. Lord Lans-
downe, since the outhreak of the war, has declared that
none of the misdeeds of the South African Republic filled
him ywith more indignation than its treatment of the
Indians—a statement contrasting strangely with the
mildness of the efforts that the Government of which he
is a member has made to redress them, and with the
sanction given to the far more severe legislation of Natal.
The Transvaal laws may be summarised as follows.
Indians cannot become voters or acquire landed property,
they havo, if traders, to be registered and to pay a heavy
fee, they are 1estricted to the third class on railways,
cannot be out at night without passes, and are liable to be
debarred from the use of the side-walks and forced to
inhabit special streets or districts. These seem a formid-
able list enough, but many of them are universal through-
out South Africa, and others are exceeded by the legisla-
~tioxr of the Brtish Colony of Natal, Universally
throughout South Africa Indians can travel only in third
clags carriages. Nearly everywhere they are not allowed
out of their houses after 9 p.m., unless they have a pass
from their employer. According to a correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph there is only one town in South Africa
where the side-walks are free to men of colour and that
is Johamesburg in the Transvaal. In the Cape the
Municipalities are authorised to restrict Indians to
speciued localities. In Zululand, a Crown Colony directly
under the control of the Colonial Office, only persons of
Europesn birth and descent are allowed to purchase land,
and it persons who donot fulfil this condition get possession,
it reverts to the Crown ; so that the Indian is as effectively
debarred from acquiring landed property as he is in the
Boter I]{fpublic. h‘hlll Rhodesia Indians cannot trade with-
out a licence which is generally refused. ' In N
British Indian can becomge a votez. 2
But the laws regarding Indians in Natal are at once
80 numerous and so harsh that they deserve a separate
enumeration. There are first those laws which we have
already spoken of as common to almost all South Africa.
No coolie in Natal can travel without a pass, and such is
the zeal to enforce this law that every Indian is liable to
be treated as a coolie. In the times before the war, when
trains still ran, the Indian interpreter of the Ladysmith
Court made a Journey to Estcourt, where a policeman
promptly arrvested him for travelling without a pass. In
:zlee a?e?] J:I\ne was recognised as a Government official and
sed, but his suit against the constable was dismissed,
and it was only by appealing to the High Court that he
obtained justice. “In Natal, tod, the lfigh Schools are
close_d agamst Indians, and in some places difficulties are
put in the way of their use of the primary schools. In 1897
a series of laws, peculiar to Natal, was passed, limiting
-ndian lmnng{‘atlon and deprivir_g mary Indians of their
]wehhoo{c{i. Sir Lgpel Grifin speals of the first of these
Acts as “a quarantine law of exceptional severity obviously

immigragion.”” The second Act, avowedly intended “to -
place restriction on immigrants ” requires that the applica-
tion for admission should be written and signed in a
European language, and unless this is done, no licence to
trade will he granted. The third Act ““amends” the law
relating to traders’ licences. And the fourth makes the
law as to passes still more stringent.

All these Acts were permitted by the Home Government
at the very time that thoy were protesting against the
treatment of Outlanders in the Transvaal. The third of
this series of four Acts does, indeed, seem to have exercised
the mind of the Colonial Office. The Act places the right
of granting or refusing licences to trade in the hands of an
officer appointed by the Town Council or Local Board,
which represents the classes most opposed to Indian com-

otition ; there is mo appeal from his deeision to any

ourt of Law; and licences can only be granted to those
who keep their accounts in the Bnglish language. So
unfaitly was the Act administered at Ladysmith that the
Natal Government addressed a letter to the Board, from
which it would appear that the Home Government had
threatened, if the Act was not carried out with discretion,
to insist upon the right of appeal being granted. DBut this
seems to be the only occasion on which we have any sign
of the Government being moved. Mr. Chamberlain, in
reply to a deputation (August 29, 1895) said that the
difficulty he had was ““in finding a practical way of dealing
with the question.” Would it have required 194,000
troops to make Natal do justice? Lord George Hamilton,
in answer to a memorial (December 15, 1897), said, ‘that
all the arguments adduced by you on behalf of the British.
Indians in Natal had been anticipated and fully considered
by her Majesty’s Government, and have been urged by
them as far as they thought practicable upon the Govern-
ment of Natal, which, however, is a self-governing colony.”
It must not be supposed that Ladysmith alone administered
the Act with harshness. Dundee and Newcastle and many
other towns did the same. It is a melancholy reflection
that the soil which is now watered by the blood of our. -
brave soldiers was foul with the injustice wrought by our
own fellow-citizens in the Empire.

The iniquity of the laws has been rendered all the
harder to bear by the insults and outrages heaped on the
Indisns in Natal. Educated men have been constantly
treated as coolies, refused admission to inns, and molested
if thoy ventured to use the tramcars. An Indian barrister,
Mr. Gandhi, who had been in Natal, had the temerity to
protest in India against the way in which his countrymen
were treated. On his return to Durban an attempt was-
made to lynch him. In 1897 the sixtieth anniversary of
the Queen’s accession was celebrated at Durban, as in
other parts of her dominions. But there it was made the
occasion for heaping new insults on her Indian subjects.
Indians who attended the unveiling of the Queen’s statue
were hustled back, and a proposal that Indian boys and
girls should take part in the procession of school-children.
was received with indignation. Such is the way in
which the Colony of Natal shows its loyalty and ite
¢ Imperialism.”

But since then many things hayve happened. War has
begun, and the territory of the Colony has been invaded.
In the outery concerning the wrongs of the Outlanders
Natal took a vigorous part. Yet at that very time there
was an agitation going on in the Colony, to which voice-
was given even in the Legislative Assembly, to force
Indians to return to India as scon as they had served the

time for which they had been indentured. Events, how-
ever, have moved fast. The ¢ Britishers” of Ladysmith
have now something else to do besides harrying Indian
traders. The people of Natal have seen their country
saved by troops long maintained and kept in efficiency at.
the expense of the Indian taxpayer, and evidently not:
required for the defence of India since they could be
spared at a time when, if ever, India would be most
exposed to attack. These troops were British ; but Indians,
as stretcher-bearers, showed their bravery on many a
battle-field. At the beginning of the war a curious inci-
dent occurred. Numbers of Indians, like other British
subjects, were forced to leave tho Transvaal; but they
were denied entry into Natal. Flying from the enemy,
they found a worse enemy in the members of their own
household, their fellow-subjects in the British Empire.
The Immigration Restrictions Act prohibited the entry

directed, mnot against contagious disease, but against

into Natal of all who had not been previously domiciled
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there and did not know a European language. Under
“this Act the Government had made rules allowing Indians
to pay a temporary visit to the colony on depositing £10.
“This deposit the Natal authorities were asked to suspend.
At last they did so, and the fugitives were allowed to
find a “temporary ” refuge in the colony. But now a
new difficulty arose. The way by rail was blocked and
the later refugees had to come by Delagoa Bay; but
the shipping companies had ceased to carry Indians to
Durban, in consequence of Government circulars, and the
refugees thus found themselves stranded at Laurenco
Marques. In this case also the Natal Government gave
way on condition that the fugitives took out “‘temporary
passes on landing at Durban.

Thus British subjects have at last been allowed to find a
refuge oun the eoil of the British Empire. It is to be hoped
that this relaxation of the law is the prelude to the com-
plete repeal of the whole barbarous code which disgraces
the Colony of Natal. The expressions of Imperial patriot-
ism to which the Colonial Government and the people
have given so loud a voice are rendered ridiculous by this
open flouting of their fellow-citizens in the Empire of
which they are so proud. India has saved Natal. Is it
mot time that public men hoth in the Colony and at home

should declare that the oppression of the Indians in Natal
must cease?

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER.

THE premature and unexpected death of Sir William
Wilson Hunter makes a notable gap i the British
ranks of the friends of India. He hag fallen a victim to
influenza. His health was not a little impaired, however ;
Erobnbly it had been declining during the past year. Yet

e has died a young man, comparatively. Affer about a
quarter of a century of service in India he retired at the
early age of 47, and he employed a dozen years of
laborious private study and literary work in the further
service of Indian history and politics. His decided ten-
dency to literary journalism found an outlet during the
past ten years in the columns of the Z¥mes, where he did
admirable work for India in the special treatment of Indian
Affairs. From time to time we have been under the irk-
some necessity of differing from him, and sometimes of
combating his views with some warmth. Such differences,
however, have never blinded us to the importance of the
regular statement of facts or discussion of policy which he
was able to present on so prominent a public stage, or to
the value of his halanced moderation of tone which alone
allowed him to speak from such a platform. To-day
-especially it is for us to accept, in its full meaning, the last
sentence in his letter to Sir William Wedderburn express-
ing “much regret” at heing unable to be present at a
luncheon at the National Liberal Club on an occasion con-
nected with the Indian National Congress (March 9, 1897):

We all have the interest of India at heart, and little differences in
o}.\r methods of working should not be allowed to obscure our identity
01 aim.

In a broad view, and in spite of serious grounds for
animadversion, we may join in this grateful remembrance
the part the Zimes has played in keeping some of the facts
of Indian political and social conditions before the minds
of the British public. A still more generous policy would
be astill greater service to the Fmpire, as well as to India.

Sir William Hunter’s natural kindliness, his Scottish

‘blood and associations, could not but incline him to regard
with marked sympathy the untoward conditions of the
masses of the people of India among whom his official lot
was cast. Nor could his native endowment of Scottish
“‘ canniness,” accentuated by his sense of official dutiful-
Jess, operate uthergise than to breed in him a profound
sense of respect for the Government views of Indian policy
and administration. His natural qualities and his official
position conspired to make him a reconciler, and. imposed
on him some risk of being unfavourably regarded on both
sides. Kor ourselves, we cannot ontertain any doubt that
his honest desire was to see the best on all sides, and to
find o common platform for the real good of India. We
can thus understand how it was that he sometimes ex-
pressed himself in terms of rather caustic severity on

-cortain aspects of the attitude of Indian reformers. This
unwelcome tinge of bitterness was perhaps plainer than

-ausual in his later contributions in the ZThmes. It may, of

<course, have been due to an editorial hand, but we are

rather disposed to see in it a revulsion from a combative
one-sidedness that offended his judicial and conciliatory
sense; and it may not be nunconnected with a progressiva
failure of health. At any rate, it was but an accidental
manifestation, and after all not without its uses. In all
essentials, the influence of Sir William Hunter was thrown
into the scale on the side of India. ;

Our own columns have frequently borne testimony to
Sir William Hunter’s sympathetic interest in India. We
may now recall his admirable spsech at the banquet to
Mr. (now Sir) M. M. Bhownaggres, M.P., on Nov. 13,
1895. Referring to the Imperial relations of Britain and
India, he said : —

From this Imperial point of view, we must ragret the absencs of a
well-known figure from the present Parliamsat. I, for one, can
noyer mention the name of Mr. Dadabhai Nuoroji withoub sontimsnts
of respect, for I can mever forget that he was ths first man who
proved, after a long and hard straggle, that tha Houss of Commons
18 open de facto as de jure to our fsllow-subjects in India. Hs has
disappeared from the scene for the momsent. Bat, howevar widaly
some of ms may differ from him in polities, I think wa must all hope
to see him at soms futurs day agiin in the position which he so
gallantly won.

On the same occasion he naturally referred to the pro-
gross of the Indian awakening and to the woik of the
Indian National Congress :—

The more advancsd classes in this new India have organisad them-
selves into an association which no Indian member of Parliament can
overlook—I mean the Indian National Congress. Whatevar we
may think of the details of the programme of that Cingress, it
represents a political power in India which no Indian statesman and
no Indian member of Parliament can afford to disregard. Tas Indian
Congress is essentially the child of British rule, the prodact of our
schools and universities. We have created and fostered bhs aspira-
tions which animate the Congress, and it would b3 both eanclish and
unwise to rafuss now to those aspirations bth our sympathy and our
respectfal consideration.

Half a dozen years eatlier, however, Sir William Hunter
had given a public testimonal on behalf of the Indian
National Congress in more vigorous terms than ho could
permit himself to use at a mesting of “ a strictly non-
party character”—a testimonial that will always have a
place in the history of the Congross, as well as in the
hearts of Indians. Tn 1888, he said :—

The Congress has ontlived tha apprehension that it would bacome
the tool of any single race or cless, and has vindicated its claim to its
title as an Indian National-Asssmblagas. Ofits loyalty and modaera«
tion it has given clear proofs.

Aund in the following year (1889) : —

I haye been reforred to as a moderate man. I am a modsrabs man

. . . The history of India has yet to be written, and when it is traly
written, Englishmen will learn that the presant m)vement is the
inevitable result of causes which we ourselves have sst in motion.
Those who misrepresent us speak of our movemsnt a3 isolated,
dangerous, or woimportant. Bat I bolieve this political movement
in Indiz is an indestructible part of that great awakening in India
which is showing itself not only in the intellectnal progress of the
Indian people, butin India's commercial development and in man:
signs of a new national lifs. Wo have got a great fores to desd with
—a force which must be powerful either for the disintegration of our
Indian Empire or for the consolidation of our Indian Empira; and
therefora, as an old official, I say it is our duty to mse it 3s a con=
solidating and not as a distintegrating force. . . . I affirm that $here
is no political movemant in this country which is managed with the
same moderation of speech and the same digaity of procedurs as this,
the Indian National Congress.
If Sir William Hunter had lived to write the final volume of
his “History of India,” itwould have shown how thoroughly
just, in the historical sense, are the opinions expressed in
this passage. It is an historical judgment, measured, con-
vinced, and conclusive. ‘He has conclusively shown,
with the calm of the historian rather than with the partial
spirit of a contemporary writer,”” says Six Charles Dilke,
‘“that the present Native movement is the necessary
outcome of the principles on which our rule in India has
been based, and that it is to our interest, as much as it
would be to our honour, to satisfy it in some measure.”

‘We have no space to reproduce Sir William Hunter’s
opinions in detail, and will content ourselves with Sir
Charles Dilke’s summary of the main points :—

Sir William Hunter shows how, the people of India having been
promised admission to publi.c office, their education, ability, and
integrity, to use the words of the Queen’s Proclamation, ara now
such that no ground can be found under these heads for refusing
them admission. He points out how we have trained the picked
youth of India in the lit: f English f; and inspired them
with British political ideas, and how impracti it is to i .
to refuse all possibility of gréwth, even though we may think that
growth of free institutions in India should naturally be slow. Sir
‘William Hunter also shews how we have modernised the intellectual
class of India, without leavening the whole mass of the population

bl

with modern ideas, and how, therefors, we have two peoples in India
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;nun%zru:i?hl; trained in DBritish notions. _William Hunter
maintains silence upon what may be called the political demands of
the Congress, but he supports its viow with regard to the reform of
judicial procedure, the production of an Indian Budgeté ‘:n gegrxrslagva
i ification of the Arms Act to prevent the destruction
i e ¥ and & 'pm:tilfl admission of Natives

£ th ulation by wild beasts

go th: ngen:,nted (y31v11 Service. Sir William Hunter knows, how-

ever, ag well as any one, that reform could not long stop here. Sy
Sir William

With such a record of sympathy with Tndia,
might well claim consideration for his own *methods of
working.” It may be remembered, too, that h(’a spoke up
with exceptional boldness in the Viceroy’s Council
(March 9, 1883) for a BillNgiving a limited criminel juris-
diction over Europeans to Native magistrates and judges.
There is little of incident to note in Sir William’s career,
except his promotions and publications. He was born in
1840, a nephew of Mr. James Wilson, the Finance
Minister who set the Indian treasury to rights after the
Mutiny. Having graduated M.A. at Glasgow (1860) and
studied some time on the Continent, he came out very
near the top of the list in the Indian Civil Service com-
petitive examination of 1861. He was appointed to
Bengal, and commenced work at Birbhum. His first
hool:, which many judges promounce his best, ¢The
Annals of Rural Bengal ” (1868), demonstrated his literary
faculty as well as his sympathetic interest in the people.
Probably this work, no less than his official capacity or
friends at court, recommended him to Lord Mayo for the
new post of Director-General of Statistics (1869). His
duties now *involved annual tours,” he has told us,
¢ which enabled mo to see every province with my own
eyes, and to study at first hand the local conditions and
races from beyond the Khaibar Pass to Comorin."” The
resulting ‘¢ Statistical Account of Bengal and Assam”’ in
99 volumes, as well as * The Imperial Gazetteer of India”
in 14 volumes, though largely compiled by assistants,
received from Sir William the touch that makes dry bones
live. We cannot attempt to enumerate here the many
historical, biographical, and administrative writings of Sir
William Hunter ; it is enough to say that they represent
the energy, the intelligence, and the skill that might well
serve for at least three considerable reputations. ¢ The
Old Missionary’ shows his purely liforary qualities in
highest relief, with perhaps some glimpses of an intimate
character. We mention ““The Indian Mussulmans” (1871)
beeause it is dedicated to Brian Hodgson as the Indian
scholar who had ‘“most fully recognised the duty of
siudyiog the people.” Sir William was a member of the
Viceroy’s Legislative Council from 1881 to 1887, when Le
retired with a K.O.8.1. Settling down at Oaken Holt,
near Oxford, he concentrated himself on his historical
studies. We learn that, unhappily, his “History of India”
will remain a fragment. There has been a strange fatality
about it. ‘The main part of the materials and manu-
scripts,”” he said in the preface, ‘ collected during 23
years, went down in the ill-fated ‘Nepal’ on their way
home ” ;cand ten years’ labour did not adequately repair
the 1oss. Tt was no less than heroism to tackle the task
once more. Sir William Hunter has died, if not full of
years, still full of work and of honour. He will live long
in the grateful memory of the Indian people.

= OUR LONDON LETTER.
WesTMINSTER, Thursday.

“THILE the war wages legislation is ignored. It appears
to be impossible at present to get a hearing in the

House of Commous for any of the ordinary affairs of life.
Bven when the subject under discussion is one merely bearing
on the war, and not the war itself, members refuse to give it
their attention. Take, for example, the debates of the present
week on the Government's scheme of army reorganisation. It
was for this epoch-making reform that the whole world was
supposed to be on tiptoe of expectation. Members of the
Opposition, because they insisted on‘discussing other questions
first, were pointedly reminded of the Roman voluptuary
who fiddled while his capital burned. ¢‘Cease, cease these
jars! ” was the daily entreaty of “scandalised patriots, com-
menting on the debate on the votesof censure. Yet, strange
to say, the benches and galleries of the House of Commons
were packed night after night as long as the debate lasted.
More inexplicable still, the House has been a wilderness of
wacancy from the moment that the debate ended. On Monday
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there was a temporary relly of public interest in response to
the loud snd pompous advertisement with which Mr.
Wyndham’s statement had been heralded, but the anti-climax
of that singularly tame performance reduced Parliament to a
condition of paralysis.

Tord Lansdowne’s exposition of the Ministerial scheme
made a better impression than Mr. ‘Wyndham’s, but the
difference was one of manner, not of substance. Next day
both alike were condemned. The military extremists have
suffered a bitter disappointment by the failure of the Govern-
ment to seize so tempting an opportunity of introducing the
thin end of the wedge of conscription. For the moment tRey
are refraining from direct attack, but they have warned their
{imid friends on the Treasury Bench that hostilities are only
suspended. Ou the other hand, the Oppositioneby the lips of
Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, and even more strongly in the
speech of Dr. Fdmund Robertson, have denounced the
insidious method by which the Government, under the cloak of
a temporary emergency, are endeavouring to make enormous
additions to the permanent armaments of the country. No
explanation was offered by either Lord Lausdowne or Mr.
Wyndham of the extraordinary depletion of the garrisons of
India, Singapore, Ceylon, Egypt;, and Mauritius—an omission
which provoked severe censure from Mr. Arnold-Forster, one
of the ablest spokesmen of that curiously assorted body the
Committee of Service Members.

Some unconventional gentleman might appropriately relieve
the monotony of question time in the House of Commons one
of these days by apostrophising Lord George Hamilton in the
words of the poet —

Others abide our question; thou art free,

We ask and ask—thou smilest and art still.
Invited by Sir William Wedderburn last week, in view of the
conspicuous loyalty exhibited by the Indian people at this
critical time, to make a statement which would satisfy the
public that the imprisonment of the Natu brothers for two
years without trial had been prudent and necessary, Lord
George flatly declined, as he said, to add anything to the
statement already made. Those who have followed the case
are wondering to which of the various statements “‘already
made” this petulant answer is intended to apply. It is
pointed out that the Secretary for India has accused the Natus
successively of murder, of intimidation, and of disturbing
public tranquility, and {hat not one of those charges has been
either substantiated or withdrawn.

It was with & sense o shame that members of the House of
Commons heard of Sir Edward Clarke’s resignation. This
distinguished, eloquent and courageous advocate had dared
to differ from Mr. Chamberlain, and he is now suffering the
penalty in a self-imposed banishment from Westminster. The
sacrifice is heavy, for Sir Edward Clarke was in every respect
one of the first men in Parliament. But it may do good.
Tndeed, its effect is already perceptible in the stimulus which
the incident appears to have given to the reaction against that
spirit of blind and_arrogant intolersnce of which the attitude
of the Plymouth Conservatives was merely a symptom. Tt is
said that the action taken by those gentlemen was due to
a suggestion from the Tory headquarters. If so,-it is not
improbable thet the party managers may yet find reason to
regret their zeal. Political and Parliamentary sympathy is
altogether with Sir Edward Clarke. As soon as his application
for the Chiltern Hundreds was received the attitude of the
Treasury Bench underwent a transformation. Sir Michael
Hicks Beach went up to Sir Edward, sat down by his side, and
talked to him in great earnestmess. Presently Lord George
Hemilton followed the Chancellor’s example. If they were
trying to persuade the victim of party passion to change his
resolve they were unsuccessful. The member for Plymouth
performed his duties for the last time with scrupulous exacti-
tude, staying to take part in the latest divisions, and sitting
through many dreary speeches with indomitable patience. But:
to all his friends he made it clear that Plymouth and he had
parted.

Sir Edward Clarke is not the only member whose resignation
has been demanded by former supporters. A similar attempt
was made some time ago to oust Mr. J. M. Maclean—another
staunch Tory who has refused to accept the Chamberlain fetish.
The member for Cardiff, however, snaps his fingers at local
Conservative opinion. He yields to the extent of keeping his
lips closed and even to the extent of voting with the Govern-
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‘ment on the question of the hour; but, forall that, he remains
of the same opinion still and declines to give way for a man
who would be willing both to think and to vote at the dictation
of the Colonial Secretary. Several other members of the
House of Commons think the thoughts of one lobby and add to
the votes of the other. Sir E. Clarke himself denounced the
‘war more vehemently than almost any other speaker who took
part in the vote of censure debate, yet he voted with the
Government. On the other hand his Liberal colleague in the
representation of Plymouth, Mr, Mendl, endeavoured to vindi-
cate the war and yet supported the Opposition. ** Speak how
you like, but give me your vote,” used to be the axiom of
the Whips. Tt is a great compliment to Sir Edward Clarke
that not even his vote should have been accepted as a sufficient
counterweight to ¢he damaging force of his speech.

Only four of the numerous amendments of which notice had
been given obtained a hesring before the Debate on the
Address was closured. India was shut out altogether, while
Ireland, thanks to the determined pressure of a reunited party,
succeeded in appropriating nearly the whole of the time given
to the amendments of unofficial members. Mr. Kearley accom-
plished a good stroke of work, by extracting from the Govern-
ment a pledge to stir up the dry bones of the Royal Patriotic
Commission. Ministers as usual were loth to move in the
matter, and it was not till a number of Conservative members
had made strong speeches in support of the amendment that
the gospel of procrastination, as preached by Mr. Powell
Williams, was finally abandoned by Mr. Balfour. One result
of the Ministerial pledge will probably be to releass a con-
siderable part of the Patriotic Commission’s enormous hoard
for the benefit of the widows and orphans created by the
‘present war.

Is i as well as gratitude, an impossible quality in
politics? The Irish members have been greatly amused by the
unblushing efforts of some of their old Coercionist enemies to
ze-establish friendly relations on the basis of the Redmond
leadership. Coming events are casting their shadows a long
way in advance, for it is scarcely to be expected that there will
be a dissolution before next year. When the time arrives we
shall probably witness a repetition of the curious political
coquetry which distinguished the general election of 1885,
Already there have been suggestions of a working arrangement
between the Unionist and the Nationalist parties. The Times
on the morrow of Mr, John Redmond’s election as chairman
threw out a significant hint as to the possibility of a ‘‘ deal,”
thus tending to strengthen an opinion long entertained by the
cynical that the problem of Home Rule will ultimately be
solved by a Conservative Government depending on Irish
votes. Strange to say, the eagerness of the Times to enter into
a Nationalist alliance did not prevent it next day from calling
Mr. John Morley’s attention to the extreme speeches of Mr.
Redmond and Mr. Healy, which were held up to scorn as an
illustration of the working of & ‘‘union of hearts.’” These
little fluctuations in the stern morality of Toryism are exciting
the hopeful interest of Irish Parliamentarians.

NOTES FROM BOMBAY.
LORD CURZON'S DEFENCE.

[Frox AN INDIAN CORRESPONDENT.]

BowmBAY, January 27,

The daily growing severity of the famine is the topic of the
week. The press generally has been reviewing the latest
speech of the Viceroy on the subject. The Indian section of
the press demands the evidence for Lord Curzon’s allegation
as to the Government being credited with inhumanity. The
Amrita Bazar Pairika and other papers assert that to their
knowledge no Indian journal has indulged in such exaggera-
tion. The charge of exaggeration is rather applicable to this
mis-statement of Lord Curzon's. He observed that he was an
attentive student of the leading Native journals, If so, it
would be interesting to learn where he noticed the charge
of inhumanity. Weas it the pricking of the Viceregal con-
science after the publication of the mnotorious Circular of
December last 7 Official eritics are never tired of laying at the
door of the Native press statements which are discovered to be
unfounded. Any stick is good enough to belabour the Native
press, which (to vary the metaphor) is a thorn in the side of

the intolerant section of official critics, A Viceroy, however,
is presumed to be above ided or founded ecritici
Hence it is a matter of regret that Lord Curzon should have
given expression to such a statement.

But this is only & minor incident. The speech itself on the
whole is more reassuring. In fact, if one reads between the
lines, it would seem that the universally adverse criticism on
the new departure contemplated by Mr. Holderness's Letter
has had the desired effect on the Viceroy and his advisers.
Ostensibly, the speech is an endeavour to justify the Circular
on the ground of protecting the taxpayers’ money. But in
reality it is an elaborate attempt to diminish the mischievous
effect the Circular has already produced on the popular mind.
Nobody in his senses supposes that State relief should be
administered with & prodigal hand. On the contrary, it is
notoricus that at every famine the State enjoins on officials
engaged in famine relief operations the duty of practising the
greatest cconomy. The official who succeeds in carrying out
relief successfully  on the cheap” is the most favoured. He
is eulogised in State despatches and recc ded for pro-
motion and decoration. So that there was no need for the -
specially precautionary Circular of Christmas week. The
Government of India might have inculeated its economic
lesson to the provincial Administrations without the Circular
and would have better achieved its object without evoking the
hostile criticism that has followed the publication of that ill-
considered document.

There was no need to be alarmed at the growing numbers on.
relief works. Tt was inevitable. Really the conduct of the
Indian Government is most inconsistent. It recognises in
that Circular three special and exceptional circumstances
attendant on the prevailing famine: (i) that it is in every way
severer than even the severe famine of 1896-97; (ii) {hat want
of water is another exceptional circumstance; and (iii) that
those of somewhat higher station, who were not hitherto to be
seen on famiue relief works, are to be seen there now. It
would naturally follow that the three special causes combined
would swell the number who must live on the dole meted .
out by the State. Why then be alarmed at the growing
numbers ? And why all this noise about economy and
alleged demoralisation of the Native character? Is it notall
gratuitous? Was the press wrong when it criticised the ,
illiberal policy suggested in the Circular? Was it wrong in
appealing to the Government not to carry out a narrow and
cheese-paring policy, certain to entail an appalling mortality
from starvation? Lord Curzon has seen the error of it; but, of
course, imperial ¢ prestige” demands that the Circular should
be defended somehow. So he gallantly went to the rescue
and did what he could to allay the alarm and suspicion now
rooted in the public mind. How far the alarm and suspicion
will prevail or how far it will decline must depend on the
action of the State officials engaged in relief operati -fhe
weekly bill of mortality will tell the tale, though here, too, it
may be expected that the most strenuous efforts will be made
to minimise the number, as was the case in the Cential
Provinces and elsewhere during the last famine. But the
public will know how to estimate the mortality bill.

In reference to this matter it was magniloguently observed
by the Viceroy that the State is bound to ses that the tax-
payers’ money is not wasted. No ghost is required to tell us
that. But what may reasonably be asked is whether the
Indian Government is uniformly anxious to save the taxpayers’
money ? We know the annually growing expenditure on arms
and armaments. Have the authorities ever cared to listen to
the loud cry of the taxpayers to be saved from that appalling
expenditure > Do they not rather still think of increasing it ?
‘What of the proposed increase of officers for regiments? - Can
the military secretary tell us what will be the total of the
permanent additional burden which this scheme will entail ?
It may, again, be reasonably asked whether the Government of
India thought of the taxpayers’ pockets when it resolved upon
awarding h i 11 to the two
branches of a service which have salaries on a scale unparalleled
in any part of the civilised world. Let us further ask the
central authority whether it. consulted the welfare of the
millions of taxpayers when it introduced its new currency
nostrum and ruthlessly destfoyed part of their savings, the
smallest ever possessed by a subject race, by one stroke of the
pen. Lastly, it may fairly be asked whether it cared to consult

comy
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the taxpayers’ interests when it waged war with the Amir
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g o Ali? Was it for the purpose of saving the taxpayers
il;:liets that it created the Penjdeh scare, annexgv_dt Upper
Burma, and permanently added to the annual military ex-
diture fully three millions Rx.? And what ; of t_.he
poncy = e ding with
numerous expeditions beginning with Gilgit and ending W
Chitral which in all have entailed a burden of twel.ve' millions
Rx. since 18857 Did the last famine cost twelve. n?llllons Rx. P
No. The official account puts it down at 7} mxllmn.s. What
is the official estimate of the cost of the present famine, if we
assume, according to Lord Curzon’s declaration, that not a soul
will be allowed to die of starvation so far as the Government
ean help it ? Surely, it will not cost more than ten mflL‘ions Rx.
But even sssuming that twelve instead of ten mxlhn'ms are
spent ; what then 7 Will they not be well sp.ent? Wﬂ.l. tha.y
not be spent for the mosh philanthropic of objects ?  Which is|
better — to provoke an unrighteous war, shed the blood
of a few thousand Natives, and squander twenty-five
millions of the taxpayers’ money, or to spend one-half
of it to esave from thirst and hunger ab least fifty
millions of people most of whom, even in times of so-called
<« bumper harvests,” do not get & full meal a day—and into the
bargain to deserve their greatest gratitude and blessings ?
Really, one is amused when this kind of nonsensical reason,
the interest of the taxpayer, is trotted out for want of
something more convincing. It is sheer hypocrisy thus to use
the name of the poor taxpayer who is not listened to when the
Government is bent upon some costly scheme to which he
objects. Besides, is it in the interest of the taxpayer that the
enhanced salt duty, first imposed ten years ago with repeated
promises of remission when the finances should permit, is still
mainteined ? The long and short of the matter is that the
‘Government is unwilling to spend a pie more on this famine
than it can help. It wants all the money which can be saved
by what would practically come to the old one-pound-ration
theory of Sir Richard Temple, for its own imperial fireworks
and its brand new currency nostrum. That i8 the secret. It
remains to be seen how as weeks progress the provincia]
Administrations will try to carry out the economic lesson
‘enjoined in the Circular.
We have had a meeting of cur Local Legislature here on the
24th. Most of the interpellations ref d to famine, issi
of revenue, test works and so forth ; one or two more concerned
proposed small irrigation works in afflicted areas. The replies
in most cases were, as usual, vague. A question on inoculation
was put by Professor Gokhale. He wished the Government to
make a plain statement as to its efficacy. Butthe Government
avoided direct reply by referring Professor Gokhale to the
letters on the subject some time since published by Sir Bhal-
chandra K. Bhatwadekar, The Select Committee’s report on
the Khoti Bill was presented. But it is to be inferred that
it will not give complete satisfaction. The measure is un-
doubtedly contemplated as a compromise to smooth the new
difficulties created. But the chief difficulty is of Government’s
own craation—the enhancement of the Khoti lands. The pro-
poked legislation will not remove the hardships which are
certain to crop up again in a few years. The difficulties are due
neither to the Khotis nor to their tenants, but to the Government
which never thinks of decreasing the burdensome and in some
casesruinous ts. Impoverishment must be the ultimate
result. The less lucky Khotis may have to go on relief works
at the next famine. If the numbers increase, the chief cause is
the general impoverist t of the p t class all over the
country. The impoverishment is persistent, and Sir T.onis
Mallet’s prophecy is receiving greater and greater confirmation.
The famine problem will be solved when the larger problem of
the agriculturist’s impoverishment is solved. But where is tho
far-sighted statesman who will undertake to solveit ? In no
problem of the State which awaits solution is more ‘ courage
and sympathy ” essential than in this. Will Lord Curzon be
found equal to the occasion? In that case he will have
magnificently verified the noble utterances to which he gave
expression when he landed as Viceroy-elect on the shores of
Bombay just thirteen months ago.
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THE FAMINE TN INDIA.
NEARLY FOUR MILLIONS ON RELIEF.

The Secretary of State for India has received the fol-
lowing telegram from the Viceroy on the subject of the
famine : —

Standing crops improved by recent rain in North-
Wostern Provinces and Jabalpur Division, Central Pro-
vinces. Elsewhere in Central Provinces yield of crops
very poor, and scarcity of fodder and water increx:sing
daily. In Central Provinces the decline in the number of
persons demanding relief is due in part to harvest and
partly to closer supervision. In Punjab, c?tﬂe, whero not
dying, are weak and starved ; irrigated crops are good to
fair, but unirrigated crops the worst for years. Distress
is steadily on the increase in Bombay, Rajputana, and
parts Central India. Harvest poor in Madras Deccan,
and test famine relief work proposed for one distriet.

Number of persons in reccipt of relief:—Bombay,
950,000 ; Punjab, 178,000 (lentral Provinces, 1,441,000 ;
Berar, 286,000; Ajmer-Merwara, 107,000; Rajputana
States, 837,000 ; Central India States, 83,000 Bombay
Native States, 333,000; Baroda, 63,000; North-Western
Provinces, 3,000; Punjab Native States, 3,000—total,
3,784,000.

THE MANSION HOUSE FUND.

The Indian Famine Fund at the Mansion Houso on Wednesday
evening exceeded £35,000, and the Lord Mayor remitted during the
day to the Viceroy of India a first instalment of £30,000, to be
announced at Lord Curzon’s meeting at Caleutta to-day (Friday).

THE NEW FAMINE POLICY.
DISSATISFACTION IN INDIA.

As will be seen from our Parliamentary Report, Lord
George Hamilton said in tho House of Commons a few
days ago, in reply to Sir W. Wedderburn’s question re-
garding the Circular of December 27 :—

T am not aware that it has caused dissatisfaction in

a.
The answer is merely astounding. We give below extracts
from the Indian journals which are conclusive proof of
¢ dissatisfaction.” Tf further proof is required, it can be

given.

It has hitherto been understood that some one or other
of the numerous officials at the Tndia Office had the duty
of reading the Indian newspapers. How far this duty has
been discharged may be seen from a comparison of Tord
(. Hamilton’s answer with the following expressions of
public opinion :—

The Champion (Bombay) wrote (January 21) :—As matters stand
we cannot help agreeing with the Statesman that the present sweeping
inference of the Govi t, as to the d lisation of the people
Jeading them to relief works, belies ‘‘ all past experierice of the atti-
tude of the people of India in times of distress.”” Those who are
fully cognisant of their extreme reluctance to go to relief works at
all, unless absolutely driven thereto by sheer privation, would not
hesitate to contradict the inference the Indian Government would
haye the public draw, Is it possible that such a people should have
suddenly developed a sense of such shamelessness as to flock to camp
reliefs without in any way feeling want and distress? ¢ So far,
however,'’ observes our Calcutta contemporary, ‘‘from there being
any difficulty in finding such an explanation, the account of the
prevailing conditions put forward by the Government in this very
resolution leaves nothing to be explained but its own inability or
unwillingness to see what must bs plain to every unbiassed observer.

The Indu-Prakash (Bombay) wrote (January 11) :—Has it been the
experience that the wages paid at present in our relief camps are
too high? Eyen wi the liberality of our famine reliefs, is it
not the fact that numbers die of absolute starvation ? If the distress
is greater and more widespread this year, that is a reason for greater
liberality, not less. If the State cannot help adequately in time of
need it practically makes a sad confession. We are very much afraid
that the actual effects of this Government Resolution will be very
disastrous. There is always a tendency in the lower officials to
‘minimise distress and ingratiate themsslves with Government by not
lJetting the expenses of their districts grow beyond modest figures.
Even when the Supreme Government is liberal, this tendency asserts
itself often most disastrously. One shudders to think what lengths
it will go when the Government of India actnally lays down princi-
ples of the illiberal kind we haye referred to.

At the South Place Discussion Society {South Place Institut
Finsbury, B.C.) a discussion will be, opened on March 28 by
Mohammed Barakatullah, Moulavie, on *“The Future of India,”
The chair will be taken at 7.80 p.m. by Mrs. H. Bradlaugh
Bonner. The attendance of friends is invited,

The Madras Standard (January 3) said :—What Lord Curzon wants
is the ilment of gratui relief, the ri enfc t of
what i8 called task work and the reduction of all wages to a subsist-
ence allowance. Of course, no one for & moment contends that idlers
and able-bodied men should enjoy the same advantages that are given -

to the lame, the halt, and the blind. But a too rigorous enforcing of -

»
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these rules may act oppressively on all. We know by experience
what the cry is that generally comes from relief workers ; and if no
sort of leniency is shown them hard and fast rules are likely to do
much harm.

The Amrita Bozar Patrika (Calentta) said (January 4):—We are
very much grieved to read the Famine Circular of the Government of
Tndia which is published elsewhere. It will, we need hardly say,
create a feeling of deep anxiety and alarm in the minds of the public.
Various issues have been raised by Mr. Holderness as to how famines
should be administered, and we hope to deal with them in future.
But it-is quite clear that the sentiments expressed in the letter are
at totel variance in many respects with the conclusions arrived at
by two Famine Commissions, whose voice should be supreme in this
matter. We can fully sympathise with the solicitude of the Govern-
ment, ¢as custcdi+rs of public funds, for the proper expenditure of
the taxpayers’ : oney. !iBut the question of economy should by sll
means be subc: inated to the higher question cf saving lives at any
cost.

The indoo 1. giot (Caloutta) wrote (January 8):—One effect of
Mr. Holderness’s iatter will probably be a reduction in the number of
persons on relief and a corresponding decrense in the expenditure
incurred on account of famine relief. We certainly do not adyocate
extravagance or waste but we do hope that the pendulum will not
swing too far in the opposite direction.

The Makratta (Poons) said (January 7):—The enormousness of
.expenditure already incurred, and that likely to be incurred hereafters
seems to have staggered the Government of India, and the present
rexolution, we believe, is the outcome. The charge, so far as we see,
i8 a unique .charge, and is, perhaps, as unprecedented as the present
famine.  Knowing as we do by experienco thab the liberality of the
Tocal Governments had unfortunately never been so great as to be in
danger of being extravagant, we donot think it will be at all difficult
for them to make their defence against this charge of being over-
virtnone. Tu fact, the Gov t of Tndia may that the
the last Famine Commission, in their report, have made, if anything,
an indictment against the Governments of Bombay and the Central
Provinces for an offence which is directly the opposite of over-
liberality.

The Tribune (Liahore) wrote (January 13) :—TIt must bo remembered
that the report of the Famine Commission of 1878 was based on the
experience gained from the famine of 1876-78, which, under the
circumstances above explained, could not be accepted a3 an infallible
guide. Moreover it must not be forgotten, when that Commission
laid down their standards referred to by the Government of India, the
Commissioners had not before them a single instance of a province
having been twice smitten by extreme drought within the short time
of three years. All these important considerations, we regret to say,
have been completely overlooked in the circular letter under motice.
The extent and severity of a famine cannot be limited to the financial
Tesources of the Government of India.

The Advocate (Lucknow) wrote (January 12) :—The last notifica-
tion of the Government of India of the year 1809 has left not a very
good impression on the people. While the famine is gaining ground
surely and rather quickly, the Government of India are really afraid
that they may shortly come to the end of their resources on account
of relief operations. ~Hence the Circular Letter, dated December 27,
1899. That a perusal of the same would give rise to a misgiving in
the public mind was not an unknown factor.

The Tines of India (Bombay) said (January 6):—The most im-
portant feature of the memorandum is the passage in which the wage
soale recommended by the Famine C ission is directly chall d
on the ground that it is too high. A cogunate question, also referred
to, is that of the extent to which the Stafe should hold itself respon-
sible for the protection of the people from suffering.

The Englishman (Calcutta) wrote (January 4) :—Reading between
the lines of the Government of India’s resclution it is easy to see that
the Goyvernment for whose benefit the warning is chiefly issued is the
Central Provinces, which enjoys tho unenviable distinction of having:
over a million persons on relief out of a total population of some ten
millions. Of the reality of distress in these Provinces there i3 ample
evidence.

The Fioneer (Allahabad) wrote (January 5):—The famine relief
administrator in India is begioning to find that every famine costs
more to manage than its predecessors, and that a larger number of
people come upon the State for support. Why this should be so is at
present by no means clear. But the fact is sufficiently obvious, and
it constitutes a great perplexity and a great cause of irritation to a
Government wishing to know beforehand the cost and the conse-
quence of a definite line of policy.

A VISIT TO THE RELIEF WORKS.

The following letter from Miss Alison Garland (at Ahmedabad)
appeared in the Morning Leader of February 8§ :—

After leaving Baroda on December 23, I came here. The country
between the two towns was more like a desert than an agricultural
districk. The beds of the streams were dry, some of the rivers were
channels of hard sand. The trees looked bare, for many of them
were stripped of leaves, which had been gathered in desperation to
feed the cattle. Bullocks and buffaloes—poor, weakly, emaciated
creatures—were seen trying to find a few blades of grass in fields
enclosed by cactus hedges. Occasionally, a camel moun by two
riders was vizible striding across the plain. The dust was dreadful.
It filled the carriages till the cushions were white with it. The only
joyous things in creation were the birds and the monkeys. Beautiful,
brightly-feathered birds flew around us as daylight crept over the
landscape, and when tho train passed through small plantations
monkeys with long tails scampered ebout, jumping from tree to tree
and grinning at the amusement of the passengers.

- At Ahmedabad T stayed at the house of the Commissioner, one of
the ablest officials in the Bombay Presidency. He personally showed
me over the relief works, established to give occupstion to the
starving rayats. The men were employed in excavating and ex-
tending a large tank. In future years, when the rainfall is normal,
the water thus stored in these tanks will fertilise large districts.
Arrangements were made on these works for sleeping accommodation
for the men, their wives, and their children—a great improvement
on the Baroda works, where families camped ouf in the open, with
only the small amount (if any) of covering they had brought with
them from the villages. Both at Ahmedabad and at Baroda the
nights were cold and the days hot. There was often a difference of
40 degrees, and more in the temperature in the twenty-four honrs.
The organisation of the camp was excellent. Several sheds were set
uﬁsrt as hospitals. These sheds were wooden structures, covered at
the roofs and sides with coarse Indian matting. The patients lay on
trundle-like beds, on mattresses of the said matting. An Indian
doctor was in charge of them. They suffered from various complaints
begott ivation and semi- vati They were well cared

The Bengalee (Caleutta) said (January 6) :—The G t thus
apprehend that the principles and the practice of famine relief are
not being enforced with sufficient strictness, and the Government
have been driven to this conclusion, tentatively at least, by the
abnormally large numbers who are receiving relief. It is a fortunate
circumstance that the Government does not definitely commit itself to
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for in the hoe‘{:ital, and lay still, hour after hour, with that placidity
and resignation to fate which so strongly characterise the Eastern
mind. One could have wished for some English Christmas charity
to brighten those weary hours of suffering with amusements or
presents of fruit or sweetmeats." But the donors of charity are fow

the view that aid is too freely given or that the tests and p

E.nd the’ 8 in f are to be counted by
3 of th d 22

in
this respect are tentative in their character. But all the same, we feel
bound to observe that they will have a bad effect in compelling the
officers of Government actually employed on famine relief to enforce
precautions with a rigor which may culminate even in the loss of life.
_ The Indian Mirror (Caleutta) wrote (Janmary 5):—Our earnest
wish as well as endeavour has been not to hamper the Government of
India in any manner, but to assist it forward to the ideal which his
Excellency has so cloquently and so frequently outlined for it in his
many speeches and Resolutions. But we should be far from dis-
charging our duty, and doing justice to Lord Curzon himself, did we
1ot speak out in terms of unmistakable condemnation of the Govern-
ment of India’s new famine policy.

The above extracts are taken from the Indian journals.
The Anglo-Indian journals, according to their habit, have
in the main supported the policy of the Government. A
conspicuous exception is, however, the Friend of India,
which we have cited on previous occasions, and from which
we give a further passage below. The comments of the
other Anglo-Indian journals are at least interesting as
showing the interpretation put upon the Circular :—

The Friend of India (Caloutta) wrote (January 4):—While fully

ising the ity for such discrimination in the admini i
of famine relief as may, as far as possible, prevent the ability of the
State to relieve the destitute from being impaired by the diversion of
its resources from their legitimate se, and while admitting that
it is only by the adoption of some automatic test that such discrimina-
tion can generally be exercised, we must confess that we have read
with extremo mistrust the Resolution on the subject justissued by the
Government of India and published elsewhere in our columns to-day.
The appra};enmun by which the Resolution appears to be inspired
Tests upon’ an assumption or, perhaps, we should rather say, upon a
suspicion which, we are convinced, is groundless, and which seems to
us to be altogether gratuitous.

are insufficiently observed. The observations of the G b

The workers in the fields, both men and women, seemed to be in
very fair condition. The new arrivals were easily discernible by
their emanciated appearance. After a fow weoks of good feeding they
visibly fatten. Some of the women wore a few ornaments. Thair
husbands, many of them up till now small farmers, prefer to work
for two annas (2d.) a day rather than sell the last silver trinket left
to their wives. This commendable spirit has bzen encouraged on
these works. It seems wise not to reduce the people to absolute
destitution before admitting them to the works, for in case of sick-
ness, or at the end of the season, they would have a fow rupees to fall
back upon with which to begin again. But in the last few days
orders have come from the G b ding greater strictn
in the enforcement of the rules. Already the ratio of persons relieved
to population in a number of districts exceeds the standard of 15 per
cent. laid down by the Famine Commission of 1878 as tho maximum
for the worst months of the year. When this is the case at the yery
outset of the famine the prosprts are so grave for the future that
economy will have to be stricily d, and probably absol
destitution must be shown before admission is given to works where
labour is paid for at & mere subsisience rate.

_ At Ahmedabad there were no young children working. These
were cared for in compounds close to tho works, and women with
infants were allowed many hours in a day to leave their labour to
attend to their babies. The poorhouse is one of the most interesting:
of the famine institutions in this district. A large building, once
used for barracks and at another time for a gaol, has been granted by
the authorities for the ption-of the villagers, who arrive in too
feeble a condition to be put directly on the works. There were hun-
dreds of men, women, and children here. The children were puny,

sickly little things, all skin and bene. Those who had been for some
weeks in the poorhouse, however, looked more flourishing, testifying:
to the abundance and guality of. the food. Two meals a day were
given to the inmates. %was\ptesent at four o’clock in the afternoon,
when the second meal was given. They all sat down on the ground,

with a Tittle round flas dish or a bowl before them. Men came round

with large basins filled with rice and dhal, and gave each person a
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portion. The children had milk in addition to this. The men were
on one side and the women on the other, in two long rows. At cne
end were about 30 orphans in charge of an ay: At the other end
the sweeper caste sat down apart by themselves. This was the only
indication of caste that I observed. In a great measure caste itsslf
has to yield to the calamity of famine. The cooks employed are
Brahmins, so the food is undefiled to any caste, but presents from
outsiders were gladly accepted and eaten without misgiving. The
doctor’s wife, an active worker in famine relief, sent daily a cart full
of radishes (which grow as large as carrots in this country). Her
butler, a Burmese Christian, distributed them, and they were eagerly
eaten by all. The children in particular seemed to enjoy this dainty.
It was amusing to see how they tried to hide a half-eaten radish when
the man with the basket passed by, so that, seeing their empty hands,
he might give them another.

The cattle in the Ahmedabad neighbourhood, as in Baroda, are
dying by the thousand. They stand in groups in the roads, great
horned creatures, but so weak from hunger that anyone can safely
walk through a drove of them. Catile farms have been established.
The Commissioner hopes by these means to save 50,000 if possible,
and this out of lakhs and lakhs (hundreds of thousands). The animals
are selected on the principle of the survival of the fittest. The
youngest and most promising are taken to these cattle farms and fed
at the taxpayers’ expense. After the famine any owner can buy his
bullock or buffalo back for 30 rupees. This is one of the ways in
which charity can assist the people. Even if they survive the hard
times they will emerge penniless at the beginning of the rains, and a
little timely help to enable them to purchase two bullocks for field
work will give them a start once more.

Imperial Parliament.

Wednesday, February 7.
HOUSE 0F COMMONS.

MR. T. 'HEALY ON THE ANNEXATION OF BURMA.

TIn the course of the debate on Mr. Jorr REpnMonD’s amendment to
the Address,

Mr. T. M. HEALY said : The advantage the Trish people had was
that they were able to contemplate the English at close quarters—
(laughter)—but the Dutch were seven thousand miles away, and
therefore misunderstanding would crop up between the English and
the Dutch. Tf they had the advantage the Irish members had of
seeing Englich statosmen in this House, or the Irish people had of
reading Buglish newspapers and chanting Rudyard Kipling, it
would be different; but he was told that Rudyard Kipling was
very difficult to translate into Duteh— (cheers) —and, therefore,
coming humbly forward as they did, Irish members were justified
in the cause, and for the name of Nationality in the course they
now took. How did they hope to eonciliate the races they
governed ? He remembered very well in 1879, when England was
thinking of annexing Burma, the Government was about to go out
of office, and Mr. Gladstone’s Government was about to come in.
Nobody outside knew that the change of Government was about to
take place. Tt was not known in India, where, of course, Reuter's
Agency was the great agent of PBritish conversation— (laughter)—
and there came over a telegram from Rangoon or Mandalay saying,
“King Theebaw is drinking.” (Laughter.) He (Mr. Healy) had
never heard of King Theebaw, and accordingly he was a little more
surprised to learn mext day, ‘‘King Theebuw is drinking still.”
(Renewed luughter.) A week elapsed, and then another telegram
arrived—** King Theebaw has murdered his mother-in-law and his
three maiden aunts’’—(great laughter)—and then Reuter dropped
the judicial veil over this awful calawity for two days, when there

arrived another telegram—¢ Theebaw is drinking still”’—and then
thele was a movement of troops on the frontier. (Great laughter.)

In another week the Beaconsficld Ministry fell. Then, as the play-
bills say, ¢“five years elapsed,” in which Theebaw and his misfor-
tunes and want of temperance and the loss of his maiden aunts
Wite entirely ignored by the British public. In Juno of 85 the
Irish party had o difforence with the Gladstone Government
about the whickey tax, a most opportuns circumstance, and then a
week after that staunch old Baron Reuter telegraphed from Burma,
¢‘Theebaw i3 drinking still”’— (roars of laughter)—and then for a
monf:h or two—at oll events, within the short life of the new Ministry
—XKing Theebaw was himself an Outlander, and had taken Mandalay.
Now the English pretence for taking Johsannesburg was just the
same. (Loud Trish and Opposition cheers.) Their policy was the
policy of grab. The principles which made England great were
Jorgotten.

Thursday, February 8.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

RUSSIA AND PERSITA.

Sir M,'mcm:xm_m Browraaeres asked the Under-Secretary of State
for Toreign Affairs if he had any information regarding the offer of
the Russian Government to give financial help to the Shah of Persia
with a view to pay off the Anglo-Persian Loan of 1892 :

And, whether the offer of Russia had been accepted by his Majesty
the Shah ; and, if so, what were the terms of the offer.

Mr. Bropriok : I have no further inf ion to give
the Russian loan to Persia than that contained in my answer of
yesterday to a question by the hon. member for Chester, Among the
conditions of the loan as published is an en gagement on the part of
Persia to extingmish all its” previous external obligations out of the
proceeds of tho new loan. O S

INDIAN BOOTS IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Mr. Cmanniza asked the Financial Secretary to the War Office

whether the War Office had obtained from Indian factories a large
quantity of boots for the use of the troops in South Africa:

‘What number of pairs of boots had been thus obtained:

At what prico they had been supplied, and ab what prices army
boots, both hand sewn and machine made, had boen contracted 'fcx"
this past year in Northamptonshire and other shoe manufacturing
districts in England : i

‘Whether very largo tenders of boots had been made by English
firms this past year, and only small orders placed with such firms on
the ground of price : 3 T}

‘Whether it was found that the Indian-made boots supplied to
Lord Kitchener’s forces in the Sudan proved unsatisfactory, while
English-made wire sewn and riveted boots stood the campaign
exceedingly well ; and whether the leather onf of which Indian boots
are made was thinner, and therefore unsuitable for rongh travelling in
stony country : : °

‘Whether the Indian boots supplied to the South Alrica forces were,
before the decision to purchase, submitted to the usual examination
of the army boot inspectors in this eountry : ¢

And whether, in arranging for the present and future requirements
of the troops, the War Office would take the propef steps to secure the
soundest and strongest boots from approved Hnglish firms at a fair
price, having regard to the increase in the price of sound leather and
to the cost of British labour.

Mr. Powsrn, Winniams : In order to meet a very urgent demand,
60,000 pairs of boots have been ordered from India, at prices equal to
the lowest price paid in England. They could not have been obtained
as quickly from any other source. Contract prices are not disclosed.
The Indian boots supplied for the Sudan, as well as the English-made
wire sewn and riveted boots, were found quite satisfactory. The
Indian boots were subjected to the usual inspeetion in India, and
were shipped thence to South Africa. Orders for boots have, during
the past year, been placed at home with all firms offering supplies at
reasonable prices. The offers declined were from makers whose
quotations were much above the mass of tenders received. As a
rule the boots of the British army are obtained from home manu-
facturers, but in a time of emergency, when immediate delivery is
necessary, other sources of supply have aceasionally to be resorted to.
THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON TNDTAN EXPENDITURE.

Sir MancEersEn BuowNicerun asked the Secretary of State for
India if he could inform the House when the Report of the Royal
Commission on Tndian Expenditure was likely to be issued.

Lord G. Haimmron: I understand from the chairman of the
Commission that it is expected that the report will be signed on

February 14.
THE FAMINE IN INDIA.
THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT’S CIROULAR.

Sir Wimntanx WrpnERRURN asked the Secretary of State for India
whether his attention had been drawn to an allegation contained in
a circular letter, dated December 27 last, from the Government of
Indig to the local Governments, fo the effect that the pecple in the
famine districts were extremely ready to throw themselves on the
charity of the State, and to avail themselves of every form of relief :

Whether he was aware that this statement had excited surprise and
dissatisfaction in India :

And, whether he would state the evidence upon which the allega-
tion was mado, and since what period it was suggested that this
feature Liad developed itself in the Indian character.

Lord G. Hasyarron: I have seen the circular lstter dated De-
cember 97, to which the honourable member’s question refers, but L
cannob accept his description of its contents without some important
qualifications, and I am not awave that it has caused dissatisfaction
in India. The cirenlar snggests, as the result of practical experi-
ence and investigation of the rolicf system as now worked, that care
should be talken not to allow the revenues of India to be expended for
the benefit of personswho are not actually in need of it ; butitfurther
states that: the Government of India fully approves the prompt action
which has been taken to organise famine relief on a large scale, and
that they share the anxiety of the local Grovernments that relief shall
be made accessible from the outset to the people. ¥

THE RELEASE OF THE NATUS.
GROUNDS OF DETENTION REFUSED.

Sir Wrrrzax Wippsrsurn asked the Secretary of State for India
whether the release of the Natu brothers was nnconditional :

And whether, in view of the conspicuous loyalty exhibited by the
Indian people at this critical time, he would make a statement
regarding the Natus which would satisfy the publio that the measures
taken in their case were prudent and necessary.

Lord G. 7o : The answer to the first question is in' the-
affirmative. I fully appreciate the loyalty exhibited by the princes
and peoples of India ; but I do not propose to add anything to the
statement I have elready made with regard to the recent detention of
the Natu brothers.

Lrriday, February 9.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
RUSSIA AND PERSIA. .
M?' MaoNwrrr, asked the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairg whether hor Majesty’s Gtoverument received from the Persian
Government in July last & précis of the financial proposals of the
Russian Government in regard to the Persian Loan conversion.

And, what roply was returned to tho Goovernment of the Shah by
Sir M. Durand.
Mr. B :+ No such

ion was received.

Honday, February 12.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
NOTICES OF MOTION.

i

INIOHQBS were given of the following motions :—

r. Sanuvmen Suore,—FExcise Administration (India);—To call:
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tion to the ad of Excise in India, by which many
liquor shops are being opened in varions parts of Tndia, in direct
viclation of {le expressed protests of the neighbourkood, and in
contradiction of the ceclared policy of the Government of India, as
formulated in their Despatch to the Secretary of State, No. 29,
February 4. 1890 ; and to move a resolution. [An early day.]
Mr. He1sERT Ronerts,— On Army Estimates, to call at‘ention to
the organisation of her Majesty’s Military Forces in the East; and
to move a sesolution. [On going into Committes of Supply.]

RUSSIA AND PERSIA.

Mr. Drace asked the Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
if he could conveniently state to the House whether any exclusive
concessions had been granted to Russian subjects in Northern Persia
for the construction of railways, or for any other commercial object ;

Ands; whether any attempt had been made by her Majesty’s
GQovernment to obtain the demarcation of an English sphere of inte-
rest in Southern Persia. '

r. B: : The only granted to Russian subjects
in Northern Persig of which her Majesty’s Government are aware
are a concession ?or the construction of a road from Enzeli to
Kasyin, a concession for working copper and other mineral deposits
in the mountainous districts of Azerhjan known as the Karadagh
Range. Her Majesty’s Government arc fully alive to the desira-
bility of mainteining British interests in Persia, but the Persian
Government has mnot hitherto deemed it advisable to recognise
spheres of interest of any foreign Powers in that country.

THE ARMY ESTIMATES.
THE TROOPS BORROWED FROM INDIA.

The ITouse went into Committee of Supply on the Army Supple-
mentary Estimates (1899-1900), Mr. J. W. LowTEER in the Chair.

Sir Cuarres Drixg, in the course of his speech, said he deplored
the fact that no refercnce had beon made by Mr. Wyndham to the
ciroumstances that we had very largely denuded India of the garrison
that was thought necessary for India by every critic in this conntry
and in India. Surely the time had come, if the garrison in India at
ordinary times was not too large—and he did not think it was—to
replace the troops that had been taken away. Those troops, it ought
to be remembered; were equipped in a costly way, efficiently snpplied
with cavalry and artillery.

Mr. Gisson Bowres, in the course of his speech, said he had hoped
to hear that the Government were taking measures immediately to
prepare another 50,000 men for Scuth Africa, but to listen to the
reprasentative of the War Office one would imagine there was no war
going on. Nor was there any reference to India. The statement
dealt with home defence alone. It was impossible t- forget that we
had a Viceroy who had announced in the House of Commons that his
policy was to join the Russien frontier. In addition to that they had
recently sent out to the Presidency of Bombay a new Governar
without any administrative capacity—(oh, oh)—he begged pardon,
experience—whatever and who distinguished himself by rising in the
House to propose an addition to the salary of the President of the
Board of Trada.

Mr. Arrorp-Forsrer described the dopletion of the British garri-
sou in India &8 & most illegitimate and dangerous course, and said
that in case of war with an European power our first call would be to
provide reinforcements of 20,000 troops to bring the garrison of India
up to war footing.

Mr. GrorGE WyNpHAN, in the course of his speech replying on
tne debate, said the hon. member (Mr. Arnold-Forster) said we did
not and could mot send troops to Sir George White from this
country. It is true we did not, but it is quite untrue that we conld
not. We had a scheme before us. There were two alternative plans,
onoe to send 10,000 men from this country, and the other to send
10,000 men from India and the Mediterranean garrisons. As a
matter of fact, we sent the men from India because the passage
was somewhat shorter. . . . . The right hon. gentleman (Sir
Charles Dilke) also dwelt on the fact that we had borrowed troops
from India. Of course, we will repay what we borrowed at the
earliest possible moment. But what has been the extent of our
borrowing ? Four regiments of cavalry out of nine, and, as the right
hon. gentleman knows, the native cavalry is strong and efficient ; two
batteries of horse artillery out of 11 ; three batteries of field artillery
out of 42 ; and although we haye borrowed sight battalions of in-
fantry out of 52, we have already paid back somie, for the battalions
in India now stand at 47, so that there is only a loss of five white
battalions. Tt is one of the first duties we shall discharge, just as we
are already taking steps to pay back the guns we have borrowed.
(Hear, hear.)

Sir €. Ditxs : How about the three-year men ?

Mr. Wynpmax : That is a very important point, and one which
Tequires further consideration. The right hon. baronet says we now
propose to fake a greater number of three-year men, and the hon.
member for West Belfast also brought that point against us. But it
ig very easily disposed of. You must have in the home battalion
about 700 seven-year men in order to feed with drafts the linked
battalion in India, and the number of three-year men you can take
in the home battalion depends upon the number by which your
home battalion exceeds that limit. Last year onr home establish-
ment exceeded that limit by 100, and we agreed to take 100 of these
men. ‘We have increased the home battalions this year again, and
that will allow us to take 200 three-year men on the home establish-
ment. (Hear, hear.) Mgy hon. friend the member for King’s Lynn
deserves an answer, as he was the first of several members who
argued, ‘“You have come down to us with a plan for organising
three army corps for home defence, but we want to hear how you
are going to reinforce Indis if it should need reinforcing, and how
you are going to reinforce Lord Roberts, if he should need reinforce-
ments in Sonth Africa.” Well, Sir, we believe the best way to do
thet is to do what we are doiug now—namely, to engage in the
work of organising these three army corps, and if one i8 required
abroad we can send it away and set to work to organise another.

That is really the only practical manner in which this problem can be-
approached.  The way to provide troops ready to take the fisld in
South Africa or in India i8 to work them up to the highest point of
efficiency as a first step at home. (Hear, hear.)

= Tuesday, February 14.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

NOTICE OF MOTION.

Notice was given of the following Motion :

Sir Wirirax WEDDERBURN :—Distress in India—To call attention
to the condition of the people of India ; and to move, That, in view
of the grievous sufferings which are again afHlicting the people of
India, a detailed and searching village enquiry should be instituted in
order to ascertain the causes which impair the cultivators’ powers to
resist the attacks of famine and plagne. (Tuesday, March 13.)

RAILWAYS TO THE INDIAN FRONTIER.

Mr. MacreAN asked the Under-Secrotary of State for Foreign
Affairs if the attention of her Majesty’s Government had been-
called to the action of Russia and Germany in constructing railways
across the Asiatic Continent, and especially to the concession made
by the Sultan of Turkey for a German line as far as the seaport of
Bussorah, in the Persian Gulf, and to the consolidation of the com-
mercial and financial authority of Russia in Northern Persia:

And, what steps the Foreign Office was taking to maintain British
interests in that part of the world, and to prevent the control of
railways up to the Indian frontier from falling completely into the
hands of foreign Powers.

Mr. Bronrick : Her Majesty’s Government are aware of the con-
cession given by the Sultan of Turkey for a German line to the
seaport of Basra, and of the progress of Russian railways in Asia.
If and when British interests are affected, her Majesty’s Govern<
ment will take wh steps ars y to maintain theia.

INDIAN AND RUSSIAN RAILWAYS.

Mr. Macrran asked the Secretary of State for India whether, in
the year 1876, a large survey party was assembled on the Indian
frontier under instructions from the Government of India, to initiate
all the preliminary ts for linking her the Indian and
Russian railway systems :

And, whether the proposed operations of this survey party wers
C ded by a cable from the India Office in London.

Lord . Hanrrron : There i8 nothing in the official records to the
offect suggested by the hon. member’s question; nor have T evor
heard that the facts were as seem to be alleged, though I was
myself Under-Secretary of State for India in-the year 1876.

THE ARMY ESTIMATES.
THE TROOPS BORROWED FROM INDIA.

The House went into Committee on the Army Supplementary
Estimates (Mr. J. W. Lowrneg) in the Chair. The motion wes to add
120,000 men to the Army. In the course of the debate Mr. Grorarm
‘Wwpman said, I could not complete my reply last night to all the
points that were raised, and was obliged to bivouac on the field of
battle. Taking up the thread of the debate last night I have a
personal correction to make of a statement T made in reply to the
right hon. baronet the member for the Forest of Dean. I said we
had borrowed eight battalions from India for the war. That was the
number we borrowed not only from India but from the Mediterranean;
wo only borrowed four from India. . . . . An hon. member wanted
to know how the 120,000 men were made up. He is aware that such
a number really has no relation to the forces in the field. They are
made up in this way. In respect of the Army Reserve we are asking
for 55,000 more; in respect of the Colonial forces we are asking for
26,000 more than the 9,000 originelly asked for; Yeomanry and
Volunteers, 20,000 ; European troops moved from India, 2,500, in
addition to the original 6,000 ; native Indian troops moved to garri-
son at Mauritius, 3,500, ; and an estimated further gain by recruiting
up to March 31, 13,000. If you add this to what was dore 1a
Octcber you get the gross éxcess over the ariginal estimate of 155,000
men. We have asked for sanction for men borrowed from Indis for
any purpose and every colonial soldier who is in receipt of Imperial
DAy

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.

Notice has been given of the following questions :—

81 Wirtrax WeppersurN: To ask the Secretary of State for India,
whether, in view of the unhappy condition of India and the unpre-
cedented demands on the Indian revenues for famine relief, the

will ider the iety of making & substantial grant
to Tndia from the British Treasury. [Thursday, February 15.]

Mr. Wrrrax Reomoxn: To ask the Secretary of State for India,
whether it is intended to make any grant from Imperial Funds
towards the relief of those suffering from the famine in India.
[Thursday, February 15;{

Mr. Yersures: To ask the First Lord of the Treasury, whether,
having regard to the fact that the Boers have invaded Zululand and
attacked the natives, and also that natives have been employed by the
Boers as armed. batants in recent op i e still adheres to his
statement made in October last that native troops would not be em-
ployed by the Government in the present war :

And, whether the same pledge applies to the natives of India
and to the troops of the Native Princes who have offered their
services. [Thursday, February 15.

Mr. Dmmrox: To ask the Secref of State for the Colonies, whether
it is true that a large number of Indians in Natal have offered their
services free of cost; .

And whether and to what extent that offer has been accepted.

[Tuesday, February 20.] 2]
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