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NOTES AND NEWS.

OUR Calcutta correspondent telegraphs an account of

another crowded meeting which was held in Calcutta
last Monday to protest against the Calcutta Municipal
Bill. The telegram will be found on p. 111.

The Mahratta of February 5 contains an interesting
report of an interview with the elder Natu, from which it
appears that his health is still bad and that his movable
property, illegally attached, has not yet been all returned.
Referring to his imprisonments and to his having had to
prepare his own food owing to his caste, he says:—

Unfortunately being bred in a happy condition through the bounty
of the British Raji T never was apprenticed to a butler, and so you
could essily conceive what I suffered and what sort of food I ate.
My hands were burnt like a charcoal.

As to whether he had been asked to tender an apology to
Government he explained :—

From the time when I was at Ahmedabad many Government

officials, of course in their private capacities and as well i
sympathisers, told me to tender an apology to the Government. Bein
repeatedly asked by me what offence I had committed and for which
I was to tender an apology, they could not mention any, and so I
could not offer any.
Throughout he shows that absence of rancour and that
readiness to make allowances for the difficulties of the
time which have so honourably distinguished him through-
out his sufferings. TLet us hope that he is not mistaken
in thinking that the day is not far distant when he may
“write a thanksgiving letter to the Government” for his
complete release.

Our readers will remember the case of the poor school-
master, who after long service was dismissed at the request
of Mr. Egerton, the District Magistrate of Murshidabad.
The case has led the Bengalee to make some investigations
into Mr. rton’s records, from which it would certainly
seem that he is somewhat ready to issue warrants, and
to throw persons of good character into gaol. In ome case
a warrant was issued against a lady, and the officer in
charge was only prevented from breaking open the door of
her house by the resistance of her servant. It was then
pointed out that the warrant was illegal, and it was with-
drawn. The servant was then arrested for resisting this
illegal warrant. He was acquitted ; so there was nothin
left to be done but to confiscate the arms of the lady an
her relatives. It is to be noticed that the High Court has
had in several important cases to reverse the judgments of
Mr. Egerton and his subordinates.

Mr. M. J. W. Augier, Sub-Deputy Magistrate, for nearly
twenty-one years a member of the Provincial Civil Service,
was convicted some time ago before Deputy Commissioner
McGuire of Purulia for trying to obtain possession of a
young Brahmin coolie girl, and sentenced to six months’
rigorous imprisonment. The High Court, however,
summarily quashed the sentence on appeal. Mr. Augier
‘has now submitted a statement to the Lieut.-Governor of
Bengal, in the course of which occurs this passage :

The register in question he . Augi t from Law (a coolie

tract ‘byamege id ‘agehyste)w?wldhimh(getit.
‘When he got the book it struck him that it might throw light on
a little girl that Mr. Laing (another coolie contractor) had previously
spoken to him about. Mr. Laing had told him about a month before
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that there was a girl called Deoki in the depit who was a Brahmin,
and he would neither send her to Assam nor send her home, as she
wes & Brahmin and a minor ; and he did not like to send her back to
her people as it would be a dead loss to him. Accused told him to at
once inform the Deputy-Commissioner about it. Two or three days
after they again met, and in the course of a conversation Mr. Laing
informed accused that he had induced Deoki to select a husband from
among the young coolies in his depdt, and that they were actnally
living together as man and wife. Accused told him it was very silly
of him to tell him these things, and that he hoped that there were not
many Englishmen in Indis who would pimp for coolies.

So the Brahmin girl—under 16—was * eternally disgraced
and ruined ” (as the Amrita Bazar Patrika says), to pre-
vent ““a dead loss” of her coolie value to Laing.
Yet, we are told, ‘“ the authorities did not take, nor have
they yet taken, any step against Mr. Laing.” Mr. Law
was not only a coolie contractor, but also a District Super-
intendent of Police. He was let off with a fine of 100
rupees. We await further light on Mr. McGuire’s part in
the business. Meantime there is food for thought in the
facts now stated.

‘When the administration of justice, criminal as well as
civil, is so volubly lauded at home, we really ought to
have some active steps taken to secure more consonance
between the facts and the representations. From time to
time we have cited cases calling for remark. But there
would seem to be no more virtue left in the famous Fuller
Minute of Lord Lytton or the remarkable Webb Minute of
Lord Ripon, 2

¢If his Excellency (Lord Curzon of Kedleston),” says the dmrita
Bazar Patrika, “‘ were to ask the Local Governments for a return, show-

€ | ing the number of cases within the last ten years, in which Europeans

were charged with having killed or wounded the Indians and outraged
their females, and how they were dealt with, it would show that some

g are ly v, both in the interests of
the ruled and rulers, to put a stop to this growing scandal.””

It is a peculiarly ugly scandal when such things do
happen; and it will be observed that our contemporary
speaks of it as “growing.” There should be no difficulty
in Government's getting out a sufficient conspectus of the
facts whereon to base some adequate legal provision for
dealing satisfactorily with an intolerable state of things.

Yet more is needed. Even a stringent and detailed
formal law will meet the utmost opposition, or will be circum-
vented by the most astute evasion, unless a more equitable
spirit be somehow infused into the Anglo-Indian population.
‘We look to Lord Curzon for a third Minute on the subject,
to be followed up by the strictest attention to every such
case as it occurs. Goyvernment must show clearly and
sternly that it will stand no trifling on this matter. But
look at the purely judicial aspects. The Amrita Bazar
Patrika recalls the Ranaghat case, where two Europeans
committed a dastardly outrage on two Hindu women in a
railway carriage last year. What happened ? One of the
men got off scot-free; the other was sent to prison for
eighteen months. Again, there is the Assansole case, a
much more shocking affair. Four Europeans were charged
with gagging and outraging a Hindu girl of fifteen. One
man absconded and is still at large ; a second could not be
identified ; the other two were found not guilty by the
European jury, but the Sessions judge referred the case of
one of the two to the High Court, which gave the culprit
five years’ imprisonment. We want the High Court to
repeat that dose with reasonable frequency. But what of
the recent Ludhiana case? There the culprit was a low
caste Indian, who committed a cowardly outrage upon two
European ladies of the local Church of England Zenana
Mission. He was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for
twenty years and three months. And this is equal justice!

Lord Curzon replied excellently to the Mahometan
addresses, laying stress on the mnecessity, especially in a

community of divergent races and religions, of fellow-
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3 indliness. ‘Mahometans | Congress, the subseréieqt Press advise the Qoverqment to-
]?:vh-an ¢ mmdmmm:(’;;:i tk;n o?)l;xn;:in tﬁ: they%i.i]d not tumgirts deaf ear. But listen to the semi-official Pioncer:—

yeceive their due share of public appointments, but the
Public Service Commission reported that they held offices
almost in proportion to their share of the population, and
the Zribune is surely right in thinking that it would be
doing them a bad service to relieve them from competition,
as this would have the effect of relaxing their energies and
handicapping them more than ever in the race of life. As
time goes on, they must see more and_ more how their
interests sre bound up with those of their fellow-country-
men. And indeed there are not wanting Europeans who
are ready to enforce this lesson much more effectively than
Tord Curzon’s words could do. Not long ago the Moslem
Chronicle wrote :—

‘We Mussulmans care very little for the right of self-government,
election, representation or liberty ; those who have plenty to eat and
drink can thi these things.

safely say that there is no Englishman whose opinion is
”zmyyw oaintfyor anything in the rettlement of these questions,
who is not in favour of :nrliny of liberality and concession to the-

ives of this country, who does not hope to see them, as time
N‘h':z. mnm":ndrgon intimately allied and associated with the
Government.

This declaration shows that the difficulty of seeing eye to-
eye with a bureaucratic Government has become too trying
for even Anglo-Indian journalists who refuse to abandon
absolutely the prerogative of independent thought.

There is more evidence in the same direction. The
claim of Indians to a career in the Indian army has been
always viewed with alarm by those who {fail to realise our
“ Imperial ” mission, and are still in the bonds of despotic
theory. Evenweourselves have not gone farther than tourge

But a week later, in dealing with the assault’ on Mr-
Ashgar Ali, the C/ronicle had changed its tone :—

Europeans, like these military officers, are those who, by their
treatment afs'xe ble Indians, bring d'mgrau on the a;lminism-
tion and shake the confidence of the people in the majesty of British

law. Ii there be any disaffection among the Indians, we should not
be surprised that the best exponents of that disaffection should impute
it to the mizdeeds of some of the men who are sent out to this country
to be the guardians of our peace and the protectors of our rights.

As the Hindu says, ‘It is only burnt cats that dread the
fire.”

A Bombay correspondent writes (February 11):—As
you may know, India is in a ferment about the latest
murders at Poona. I of course cannot say what version
has been sent to England, but you can take it as a fact
that there is no political conspiracy. The criminals are a
set of young ‘‘larrikins” of a class to be found in almost
every city. The public, Native and Anglo-Indian, is glad
they have been captured, and no one here is making
political capital out of the incident. The Z¥mes of India
did try at the beginning, but it is now silent. The more
we learn of Poona the more certain do we become of the
utter injustice of the late policy of the Government.

The Hindu Patriot contains the following : —

At the recent snnual Conference of the London Indian Society,
Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, O.I.E , is reported to have declared that
the time had come for the adoption of other than “ peaceable and
constitutional methods.” It would be interesting to have some idea
of the peculiar methods suggested by Mr. Dutt. We fail to see what
alternative is open to the narives of India to ventilate their grievances
other than recourse to what Mr. Dutt calls ¢ peaceable and constitu-
tional methods.” It is fortunate for Mr. Dutt that he was speaking
'Elo Eugland‘ and mot n; India, b‘:tk:nmlgc ;s a::h;ld civilian and ;

vernment pensioner, Le ou; ow better use langua,
the kind he has been nccredimgdmwith. i
The report upon which the Hindu Patriot thinks fit to
found these remarks evidently attributed to Mr. Datt th
exact reverse of what he actually said. In the speech in
question (reported in Ixvra of December 30 last, page 346)
Mr. Dutt was deprecating the Calcutta Municipal Bill as
a reactionary measure. Its authors, he said, were ‘“turning
back the hands of the clock and withdrawing the trust
which had in the past been reposed in the people.”” Our
report proceeds :—

That surely was a fatal mistake. (Hear, hear.) It wasa policy
which was to his knowledg ing grave suspicion through
Bengal. Tke impression was gaining ground thmughotl‘t India‘ t):;at

tentative steps towards the satisfaction of this essentially
legitimate demand—that is to say, in the meantime. But
now even the Civil and Military Gazctte has ésprit de corps
enough to speak out in quite unambiguous terms :—
As it is, no Native of India of the soldier class can carve for himself
a career worthy the name, be he the very best Native officer and
gentleman that ever served her Msjesty. Now this is, we venture to
think, a very weak point in our organisation, and is a state of uffairs
unparalleled in modern history.
This is not at all surprising. For nothing was more
striking in the Mutiny—or in recent campaigns—than the
confidence of British officers in their Indian commands,
and in many cases the touching affection of individual
Indian soldiers even in disloyal regiments for their British
officers. The Imperial pride of the abler Indians may be
trusted to go far when they are assured of a career giving
full scope to their talents.

Once more: the Amrita Bazar Patrika recalls the part
played by the Zimes of India in regard to the imprisonment
of the brothers Natu, and points to the new change of
front:—

Now the same paper demands fo know of the Government why the
Natus were deported at all, and why they are yet kept under
surveillance. Nay, the Times does not even believe in the explana--
tion furnished by Lord George Hamilton. ¢ Lord George Hamilton,
when asked,” says the paper, ‘‘ why this condition had been imposed
upon the Natus, said 1t was because their property is in Belgaum.
We believe this explanation i as relevant as the famous answer in
‘Wordsworth’s * Lessons of Fathers’.””

There is really, however, no ground for surprise in the
matter. It is impossible for men that think for
themselves to back up the perverseaction of the Government.
‘We have always been buoyed up by the conviction that
even Government wrongheadedness must in the long run
bow to the logic of facts. The flowing tide is only for
those who can discern the direction of the current.

The Pioncer refers to the success of the operations for
preventing plague in the Hyderabad State, and to the
good feeli with which they have been carried on.
Lieutenant-Colonel Laurie says of the exodus of the entire
population of Kopbal, a town of 18,000 inhabitants :—

The evacuation was entirely spontanecus, and was effected,
including the erection of the camps, by the people themselves under
the friendly direction of Mr. Stevens. Not a Sepoy or a policeman
‘was employed.

As the Pioncer says, “thisis a very remarkable manifestation
of ful ma t and of the docility of the people

it was not g::eibla to gain new privileges by p
That was a dangerous lesson to teach the people, and it was not wise
hear.)

or safe to deepen the impression. (Hear,
No doubs the Hindu Paériv will hasten to explain that its
censuro was based upon a complete misrepresentation.

“Ts the millennium upon us?” asks the Amrifa Bazar
Patrika in surprised bewilderment. “Has it followed
Lord Curzon?” What is the matter? Why, a very
notable matter indeed, namely, a striking ‘“change of
attitude in orthodox Anglo-Indian papers.” Thus:—

‘Would it be believed that the English is lly giving a fair,
%“gwtf-ftmmmd?:m 1; "a:: of uu; pmmﬁ 5

ur con un i
« tnmp.ﬂ“" e old or gs, ought to haye
Again, the first article of official faith and practice is to
carry out a systematic repression of Indians in every

ent of public activity to the ntmost feasible extent;
when questions of reform are mooted by the National

when they are taken in the right way.” Still more note-
worthy is it that Mr. Stevens is the only European official
in a district containing some seventeen infected towns and
villages and 35,000 people out in camp, the whole being
carried out at the exgense of the people themselves.
““There are no costly disinfectants, no military cordons,
and no expensive staff of inoculators forcing an unwel-
come remedy upon a reluctant population.” And the
moral is drawn “that plague operations can be carried on
m India without causing irritation or friction simply by
the exercise of tact and common sense.” This excellent
article is marred by a foolish remark on the danger of
risk when Brahmin M.A.’s are employed in plague opera-
tions. Were Brahmin M.A.’s responsible for what took
place at Bombay, Poona and Garshankar?

5 T}:? Zimes of India has some pertinent remarks on the-

bstacles which officialism has in the past thrust



March 3, 1899.] IND

IA. 107

in the way of the development of Indian industries.” Lord
Curzon had sought in his reply to the Calcutta Trades’
Association to show that the Government were not inclined
to get from abroad what they could equally well obtain in
the country, and he alluded to the order of 1883 instruct-
ing local governments to purchase in the local markets
wherever possible. But our contemporary points out that
the very case Lord Curzon quoted is * a standing example
of the obstructive policy which has for years given the
preference to English over Indian manufactures,” for it
took the iron and steel manufacturers ten years’ agitation
to remove the restrictions which long nullified the order of
1883. Nor is it fair to make it a reproach that the rolling:
mills in India work only on imported iron; for this is due
largely to the former policy of the Government.

Mr. 0’Conor, the Director-General of Statistics to the
Government of India, when he was in England to give
evidence before the Currency Committee, gave it as his
opinion that many a year must elapse before the Indian
mills can produce the finer classes of cotton fabric which
Lancashire exports to India. Thus for the present Lan-
cashire and India cannot be said to compete in the better
qualities of goods; on the contrary, the prosperity of
India enables it to be a better customer to Lancashire.
The Zribune draws attention to the corroboration thus
afforded to the views of Mr. Naoroji by so high an Anglo-
Indian authority. In the opinion of our contemporary,
the competition being only in the coarser cottons, the
conduct of the Government of Lord Elgin in imposing, at
the mandate of the Secretary of State for India, an excise
duty on the products of Indian mills is all the more
reprehensible.

The Amrita Bazar Patrika complains that not only are
the avenues to high office closed against the Indians in
British India, but that even in Native States, where alone
they had a chance of showing their powers of statesman-
ship, the government is placed in the hands of Europeans,
when the titular ruler is a widow or a minor. Now it
appears that even the Zemindaries are attacked in like
circumstances. When the Mahdrdjé of Hutwa died his
estates were under the management of Babu Bepin Behari
Bose, but the Government appointed a Mr. Buskin, who
had served under him, to be manager of the estates over
him and at double his pay. Mr. Buskin was at last got
rid of, being paid the modest sum of Rs.67,000, and
a Mr. Markham appointed at a salary nearly four times
that of Babu Bose wgm had been doing all the work. The
Patrika may well ask whether such things would be possible
in any country save India.

Mr. G. Paramaswaran Pillai’s opportune article in the
Asiatic Quarterly on *““The Press in India” will be read
with much interest. His main object is to trace the growth
of the Indian Press from its origin, and it is only incident-
ally that he offers a word of comment. The subject is, of
course, too wide for an article, except by way of mere out-
line; it would easily stand a volume, and a picturesque
and instructive volume it would malke. An adequate
treatment, however, would involve a very great amount of
research. Has Mr. Pillai the time to tackle it seriously ?

The first English newspaper was Hicky's Gazstte, started
at Calcutta on January 29, 1780. * Personal slander
comprised a large portion” of it, not the highest-placed nor
the most defenceless escaping flagellation. In the time of
Cornwallis arose the Judia Gazette, which, on the contrary,
was * distinguished for its general ‘ gentlemanlikeism.”*
A good third in the race was the /ndian World, whose
Trish-American editor, William Duane, was incontinently
deported to England—a summary step which the Court of
Directors is said to have “highly approved.” Restrictions
on the Press were first introduced by the Marquis Wellesley
in 1799. Under these, no paper was to be published until
previously inspected by the Secretary to the Government
or his deputy for that purpose, the penalty for breach
being immediate embarkation for Europe. From time fo
time further restrictions were added. In 1818, after several
years’ debate in the Supreme Council, the censorship was
abolished, but new restrictions “reduced the newspapers of
the day to mere receptacles for colourless advertisements,
innocent extracts from English papers, shipping arrivals,
details of balls and fétes, and republications from the

Government Gazette.” The repression naturally led to
revolt. Mr. Silk Buckingham, editor of the Caleutta
Jowrnal, spoke his mind for a year or two, but the
Governor-General’s Council resolved to deport him, The
Marquis of Hastings, however, overruled them, declaring:
publicly that a good Government had nothing to fear from
public criticism. But Buckingham was irrepressible, and
Mr. John Adam, the temporary successor of Hastings, at
last shipped him West of Suez. The Court of Directors
did not now like deportation as a remedy, but the Board of
Control would not interfere.

The first Native newspaper, the Samachar Durpan,
emerged from the Serampore press on May 29, 1818.
“The Marquis of Hastings admitted copies of it into his
council, and allowed it to be circulated at one-fourth of
the ordinary postage; and Lord Amherst subscribed for
more than a hundred copies on behalf of Government.”
That was the sensible way to deal with it. The first daily
paper published in India was the Bengal Hur/uru, which
was converted from a weekly on April 27, 1819. It was
‘“ thoroughly radical in its principles,” adopting Bentham’s
motto of * the greatest happiness of the test number.”
By this time the journals had considerably multiplied in
all the Presidencies. The first English newspaper in
Bombay—the Bombay Herald—was started in 1789; the
first Native newspaper—the Bombay Samachar—on July 1,
1822, the Government of Mountstuart Elphinstone sub-
scribing for fifty copies. ‘The earliest papers that were
started in Madras appear to be the Commercial Caleulator,
the Madras Advertiser, the Madras Gazctte, and the Madras,
Courier.” The date can only be approximately inferred
from the fact that, in 1817, the Cireulator * complained to
Government that a newly-established paper, the A dvertiser,
published ‘literary, scientific, or miscellaneous articles,’
which it was prohibited from publishing.” The Madras
Government cuts a strange figure. It at once warned the
adventurous Advertiser; it called to account the Madras
Gazette for advertising a French Government lottery at
Pondicherry; and its secretary expunged from a proof
sheet of the Madras Courier a political article on the affairs
of Spain. Even a modern Press Committee would hardly
go to such ridiculous lengths of journalistic censure.

‘With the advent of Lord William Bentinck things
looked up. Mr. Pillai quotes—as we have several times
done in these columns—Lord William’s saying ‘“that he
derived more information from the Indian Press of the
real state of the country than from all the councils, all the
boards, and all the secretaries by whom he was sur-
rounded.” Yet probably no governor-general was ever so
violently assailed in print. Then his successor, Sir Charles
Metcalfe, on September 15, 1833, struck off the Press
shackles absolutely; and though the Court of Direetors
reprimanded him, they did not venture to disallow the
Act. The new freedom resulted in a multiplication of
journals, diligently enumerated by Mr. Pillai. The fetters
were again put on in 1857, Canning’s ‘ Gagging Act”
being passed on June 13 in the first heat of the Mutiny; but
when the Mutiny had quieted down the Act was repealed,
and the journals flourished more abundantly. It was not
till the Mutiny year that the repressive regulations were:
directed in any special way against the Native Press;
before that date they chiefly contemplated Anglo-Indian
editors. As time went on, however, Government ‘‘ began
to entertain greater fear from the criticism of the Native
Press,” till at last, in 1887, Lord Lytton's Vernacular
Press Act applied a gag. Lord Ripon repealed this
odious statute in 1882; and from that year down to
the recent Sedition Acts the journals enjoyed complete -
freedom. Mr. Pillai gives this general summary :—

The number of newspapers both in English and in the Vernacular
language has increased greatly since 1882. There are now 18 dailies
in India, of which five are edited by Natives of the country. According
to the last report on the ¢¢Moral and ial prog and diti
of India,” there were in 1896-97, 647 iodicals in Bengal, one of
which, a periodical in Bengali, was edited by two Hindu ladies;
123 Vernacular newspapers in the North-West Provinces and Oudh;
1 English paper and 3 Vernacular papers in Assam; 181 newspapers
and 19 periodicalsin Bombay ; and 111 newspapers in the presid
of Madras. A total of 1,000 newspapers is certainly not large when
the extent and population of India are taken into account; but, con-
sidering that the Press in India is only about a century old, the
progress may be reckoned as kable.
The most curious thing is that the Government, with the
history of the Press before it, should ever dream of putting

a rasping bit in its teeth.
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‘THE ‘ OVER-POPULATION ” FALLACY AGAIN.

R. PERCIVAL is remembered in India as a skilful
M and sympathetic administrator. He did excellent
work as Collector of Sholapur in the. great f&}m}me of
twenty years ago; and his vecord as .J’omt Administrator
of the Bhawnagar State with Mr. Gaurishankar showed him
to be possessed of all the tact and good feeling which that
difficult position required. In fact throughout his carcer
in India he showed himself strenuous in aiming at the
welfare of the Indians. When therefore he puts forward
his views on Indian questions they are cer'tamly deser?mg
of a careful hearing, they should be examined in the hg‘]}t
of his long experience and his proved good-will, and .1f
they are to be controverted they should be apprpached in
all seriousness and with due respect. In view thgn
of the position in which Mr. Percival stands, no apology: is
needed for dealing at some length with the letter which
appears above his signature in another column—a lettgu' in
which he seeks to lay the famines and poverty of India at
the door of over-population, and in which he discusses the
two possible remedies, emigration and the restriction of
child-marriage.

Now, as the readers of Innra know, views of a somewhat
different character have from time to time appeared in our
pages. Thus in our issue of April 1 last it was pointed
out that the population of British India is increasing at a
slower rate than that of several countries of Europe, at
practically the same rate as that of Japan, and at a slower
rate than that of some of the Native States of India, which

% avoid the terrible consequences attributed to the increase
in India. In Baroda, Travancore, and Mysore, the two
former of which have a denser population than British
India, the population grows at a much faster rate; there-
fore, on the theory that over-population is the great
source of India’s poverty, these States ought to be more
subject to famine, and the lot of the cultivators ought to
be still more desperate and degraded ; yet by all accounts
the contrary is the case. On the other hand the growth in
the valley of the Ganges, where no doubt the population
'is very great, has long been very small. These facts Mr.
Percival has not attempted to dispute. He relies on the
old and to some extenf discredited theory of population,
and on illustrations drawn from other countries where his
Indian experience is of little value. He speaks of the
‘“ell-known law ” that in an agricultural country *popu-
lation must increase faster than the means of subsistence
unless something is done to prevent it.” Now this is only
true where agriculture is stationary and the poverty of
the people prevents all accumulation. In some parts of
India, as for instance along the lower course of the Goda-
veri, thanks to irrigation the produce has increased
immensely faster than the indigenous population. In a
healthy and progressive society the accumulation of
capital and the improvement of agriculture should certainly
adyance as fast as the growth of population, which is in
British India not something unparalleled and enormous,
but something very moderate when compared with many
other countries.

If we now turn to Mr. Percival’s crucial instance—
Ireland—the fallacy of his reasoning will be still more
plain. In that country at the end of the last century, a
people subsisting on a cheap food-stuff was given an arti-
ficial stimulus to increase, by the breaking up of pastures
and grazing lands in order to grow corn for the English
market. The result was that during the first half of the
present century the population grew with extraordinary
rapidity, far exceeding anything we see in India; and
then when England threw open her ports to the corn of
the world, when Ireland began to revert to the condition
of a catfle-raising country, and when finally the potatoes
failed, there came the disaster of the famine. Now here
we see that the case is very different from that of India,
where there has been neither an artificial stimulus to
population nor a great change in the system of agriculture
making a large part of the population superfluous. Are
there then any other circumstances which are the same
for India and Ireland ? Yes, there are two. TFirst, both
countries once possessed manufactures, and in both these
manufactures went down before the rivalry of England,
exercised in the one case by means of restrictions on trade,
and in the other by the greater cheapness due to the
Englich factory system. No doubt India suffered more
than Ireland, for the Irish ywoollen manufacture was Sup-

pressed when it was stillin its infaney, while the handicrafts-
of India had existed from time immemorial ; but the effect
in each case was the same—to throw the whole population
on agriculture for a livelihood. Secondly, and of still
greater importance, both have been debtor countries, the
one haying to export without return great quantities of its
produce in order to liquidate the claims due to over-taxa-
tion and absentee landlords, while the other has had to do
the same to provide for home charges, interest on debt,
and all the other expenses which attend alien administra-
tion and exploitation. If Ireland and India have both
suffered in the past, is it more reasonable to attribute this
common suffering fo the pressure of the population on the
food supply, in which their history has been so different,
or to those other circumstances—the loss of manufactures
and the drain of wealth—in which their experience has
been the same ?

And here it may be asked, as it has been asked before,

what is meant by “over-population”? Ts it that the
people are too numerous for the land to supply them with
0od? Surely this cannot be the meaning, for food is
exported from India every year. Is it that with the
increase of numbers the energy of the people has to he

expended more and more in obtaining the necessaries of
life, and there is less surplus to be saved or spent ins
luxuries? Yet year by year the exports vastly exceed
the imports, and all this excess has to be raised by the

people in addition to the necessaries of life. IHow then
can a nation be said to have reached the limits of
subsistence when it can find this immense tribute?
Probably Mr. Percival relies on the comfortable doctrine

of the orthodox Malthusians that any improvement in the

position of the people will be soon undone by the

encouragement to further increase thereby afforded.

Unfortunately his second remedy cuts him off from this

refuge. English rule having abolished the checks of war

and famine, he proposes to decrease the number of births

by putting an end to child-marriages. He calls on the

leaders of Native opinion to aid. But if child-marriage is
really a cause of over-population, it is evident that

population would not be increased by lowering the land-
tax or lessening the tribute. In Furope it is argued that

where things are left to take their course, an increase of

prosperity will result in an increase in the number of
marriages and so of births; but in a country where

child-marriage prevails, it is obvious that prosperity will
not have any appreciable effect on the number of births,

marriage there preceding the age of child-bearing. In

fact, Mr. Percival cannot have it both ways. 1f child-
marriage is the cause of the great increase of population

which he sees or imagines, the number of births will not
rise with an increase of prosperity except in so far as

poverty would have kept some persons unmarried alto-

gether, which for the mass of Indians may be left out of
account; and therefore a reduction of rent or of tribute

would be so much clear gain, not stimulating an increase
of population. It is true that the population would
continue to increase at its present rate, but the wealth of
the country would also be increasing owing to the drain of
exports being diminished. Mr. Percival suggests that
such relief would be only temporary. The same applies
to his suggested monster emigration, financed by the
Indian taxpayer. He proposes to get rid of a part of the
population and to keep up or increase the financial drain ;
but if his theories be true, the population would soon fill
up the vacant spaces, and with the tribute undiminished,
would be in as bad a state as ever. Would it not be
better by diminishing the tribute to leave in the country
the wealth to support a larger population ?

Curiously enough, an antidote to Mr. Percival’s reasoning:
has recently appeared in a place where it would be least
expected. The Glole is a firm believer in over-population
as the root of all TIndia’s evils; yet starting from this, it
reaches a very different result : —

In former times the problem was simple. Staryation from famine
prevented over-population, though the people did not hegin to starve
until the supply of food was exhausted. Now, the country is
admittedly over-populated ; and the first hint of scarcity, or even a.
large demand for grain for export, sends prices up and causes distress,
although the foodstocks in the country are ample for all needs. Thus
the net result in this matter of our careful protection of the lives
of the people of India, is that they suffer much more frequently from
the distress caused by high prices, but much less acutely from
absolute want of food.  The Government can always step in and save:

them from actual staryution, because the food is in the country, and
all that is wanted is the money to buy it and the means to bring it.
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-within reach of the psople. But thin king i
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population in excess of the country’s requirements, the margin of
3 D , and the poor become more and more the
8port of each trivial fluctuation in the price of food.

“‘The food-stuffs in the country are ample for all needs.”
But the great mass of the people are engaged in agri-
culture, If although food is in the country, the rayats
have not sufficient for themselves, this must mean that
they have had to sell their produce. What have they done
with the money ? Their expenditure on personal luxuries,
and even on clothes, is trivial. The one luxury in which
they are forced to indulge is the most expensive Govern-
ment in the world. If “the food is in the country,” if
“the food-stuffs are ample,” it is surely not the number of
mouths between whom this “ample” supply is to be
divided, but the taxation which forces the peasants to sell,
that is the immediate cause of the evil. ‘“The food is in
the country,” therefore the evil is not that the earth will
not produce enough to feed the people. The rate of
increase is ‘94 per cent. per annum. And it is asserted
that wealth does not increase sufficiently to provide for
this increase of numbers, while all the time a tribute of
millions with all its economic disadvantages is paid by
India every year. In one year India exported Rx. 35,000,000
worth of produce without economic return. How can
population be said to press on subsistence in a country
which can do this ?

CLIVE.!

CLIVE might well stand at the head of the series of

“Builders of Greater Britain.”” The charm of
romance may hover around the names of others in more
fascinating halo, but not one of them all was greater in
ability or in achievement, The eldest son of a modest
Shropshire squire, he arrived at Madras at the age of
nineteen, a writer in the East India @ompany’s service.
The conflict between the English and the French resulting
from the ambitious schemes of Dupleix turned the ywriter
into a soldier; and his defence of Arcot, and still more his
victory at Kaveripik, secured the English predominance
in Southern India. On his return to England at the age
of twenty-seven, the Court of Directors presented him with
a sword of honour; and they sent him back as Governor
of St. David, with the reversion of the Governorship of
Madras on the first vacancy. During his second visit to
India, November, 1755, to February, 1760—a period of
little over four years—Clive established the ascendency of
the English in Bengal. In consequence of the tragedy
of the Black Hole of Calcutta, he was appointed by the
Madras Council commander-in-chief of an expedition of
vengeance and reprisal. In the face of difficulties,
hampering and exasperating—the want of most of his
artillery and a quarter of his English force (which had
been delayed by the monsoon), and the arbitrary and
perverse action of Admiral Watson—he promptly re-
captured Calcutta, and beat the Nawdb at Dacea. Sir A.
J. Arbuthnot publishes, from the MSS. of the British
Museum, Clive’s account of this battle to the Duke of
Newecastle, then First Lord of the Treasury. The battle,
or rather the rout, of Plassey (Paldsi), though not of very
high importance as a strategic achievement, yet displayed
magnificently the astounding nerve of Clive, and had such
far-reaching political effects that historians have universally
regarded it as the starting-point of British dominion in
India. The Court of Directors, on hearing of it, appointed
the victor Governor of Bengal. In 1760, Clive returned to
England, where he was first féted, then involved in
troubles with the Court of Directors, and delayed in his
expectations of a peerage, which was only an Irish one
when it came. For the third and last time he sailed for
India in 1764, arriving in Madras in April, 1765. During
his five years’ absence, the English misgovernment, as
Macaulay has said, was carried to a point ‘‘such as seems
hardly compatible with the very existence of society.”
«Clive’s third visit did not extend to two years; he became
ill, and embarked at Calcutta for England on January 29,
1767. But “in less than twenty-two months he had
reformed the eivil service and the army, had suppressed
- dangerous mutiny, had reduced the expenditure, had by

1 ¢ Tord Clive: The Foundation of British Rule in India.”” By
Sir Al der John Arb K.C.S.I, C.LE. (London: T.

a wise and liberal economy nearly extinguishc? the
Company’s debt in India, and had substituted British for
Native rule over extensive and populous provinces.”” The
attacks on Clivein the Press and in the House of Commons
need no recapitulation here. He died in 1774, just over
forty-nine. SirA.J. Arbuthnot shows on the map how Clive
elevated the Company into a great territorial power; and
he describes the internal transformation worked in it by
Clive, from a trading concern at isolated posts on the
coast to a pelitical government in which Clive already
discerned the beginnings of empire.

It is for the editor of the series of ‘‘Builders of the
Empire,” rather than for the author, to explain why this
new sketch of the life of Clive should have been written,
Confessedly there are no new facts sufficient to justify a
new treatment. Nor does Sir A. J. Arbuthnot supply
such a discussion of disputed points as might furnish an
independent justification. For ourselves we make no
quarrel over the matter, believing that not a few will
read the present volume who have overlooked other
biographies. Sir A. J. Arbuthnot presents a lucid and
fluent narrative, and brings into relief the main points in
Clive’s career on an adequate background of contemporary
history. He draws special attention to the extraordinarily
brief space—less than twelve years—occupied by Clive in
laying the foundations of the British Indian Empire.
That single fact marks conclusively the exceptional genius
of Clive, both on the military and on the political side.
He does not spare Clive’s weaknesses, but he is equally
removed from intolerant or wholesale condemnation. He
finds it ““ impossible to offer any defence” for the fraud
on Omichand. “If was not only morally a crime, but
regarded merely from the point of wview of political
expediency, it was a blunder of a kind which, if it had
been copied in after times, would have deprived our
Government in India of one of the main sources of its

ower—the implicit confidence of the Natives in British
faith.” The inroads upon that confidence in very recent
times must deeply affect the author. One readily under-
stands why Sir A. J. Arbuthnot calls it “a discreditable
trick which left an indelible stain upen Clive’s reputation
and upon the British name.” That is in the main an
abstract judgment; and, undoubtedly, it ought not to be
qualified without very cogent reason. Still, when one
considers the nature and experience of Clive, the particular
circumstances of the moment, and his subsequent open
and emphatic adherence to his earlier judgment, one
cannot but feel that there is much to be said for Sir John
Malcolm’s defence ; and Sir John Malcolm had as keen a
sense of honour as the best of us. Sir A. J. Arbuthunot is
much more inclined to extenuate, if not to justify, Clive’s
acceptance of the large sum of money and the jagir from
Mir Jafar. He might very fairly have gone further, were
it not that he takes into account principles that had not
been yet developed in Clive’s time, and that ought in
justice to be eliminated from the problem. Clive’s own
defence seems both manly and sufficient. At the same
time Sir Alexander concludes justly that  whatever
errors Clive committed in the two transactions above
referred to, those errors were nobly redeemed by the
energetic onslaught which he made during his second
government of Bengal upon the system of oppression,
extortion and corruption which then prevailed.” Com-
pared with other officials in high places, Clive must be
pronounced a marvel of self-restraint and clean haads.
His memorable declaration to the Select Committee is
amply illuminative :—

Consider the situation in which the victory of Plassey had placed
me. A great prince was dependent on my pl ; an opalent ci
lay at my mercy ; its richest bankers bid against each other for my
iles; I walked through vaults which were thrown open to me alone,
piled on either hand with gold and jewels! Mr. Chairman, at this
1 stand ished at my own moderati

The most outstanding suggestion of this history is the
immense ability of Clive in contrast with the incompetence
of directors and local officials alike. While his hand was
on the helm everything prospered with a fulness and
certainty that marked the born warrior and statesman.
The moment he stood apart the whole business fell into a
tangle from which it was felt that he alone could extricate
it; and extricate it he did. Fortunately he was succeeded
by a man of no less heroic mould, Warren Hastings. Sir
A. J. Arbuthnot, we are glad to observe, remarks appre-
ciatively on Clive’s brilliant suppression of Sir Roberf,
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TFletcher's intrigues in the Bengal army, in which he was
first brigadier.

Few men in history, placed in ciroumstances eo grave, haye acted
with a judgment 80 sound, with a decision 80 consummate. Not one
of Clive’s other achievements has surpassed, in the courage which he
evinced and in the genius which he displayed, his suppression of this
mutiny. Even if it had stood alone it would have marked him as a
true leader of men.

Tt is instructive to note how firmly and continuously

Clive insisted on the due subordination of the military to
the civil power, and how decisively he laid it down that
the safe limits of territorial expansion in the existing con-
ditions had been reached. In connexion with the latter
point is his remarkable yet most natural suggestion that
the Company’s territories should be taken over by the
Crown—a suggestion that lay dormant for nearly a cen-
tury. The greatness of Clive would not have been com-
plete without the final seal of harassment by interested or
stupid people at home, in the Press, in the directorate,
and in Parliament. Vigilant observation and frank criti-
cism can never be safely left unapplied ; but the application
should be disassociated from ignorance and malice. Sir
A. J. Arbuthnot’s useful sketeh will do something to make
more widely known the great career of the founder of the
British Indian Empire—a figure that is, as Elphinstone
has fairly put it, ““at worst, a rough-hewn Colossus, where
the irregularities of the surface are lost in the grandeur of
the whole.”

OUR LONDON LETTER.

(FROM A PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT.)

INCE I last wrote the House of Commons has been invited

to discuss more than one topic which must have had a

deep interest for the thoughtful observer of its proceedings.
For instance, I listened with almost painfully close attention
to a series of speeches delivered last Wednesday on a measure

called the Cottage Homes Bill. The name has quite an idyllic,
a sort of Darby and Joan and ingle-nook sound. But the
subject discussed was one of the most ghastly which can be
considered by public men. It was in short that haunting topic
of the pauperism of the old. How often we hear it declared on
platforms, and even from pulpits, that this is the greatest and
the richest country in the world. Btatisticians comfort us with
wonderful returns. Political economists dwell upon our ex-
ports and imports—and so on and so forth. And while all this
self-complacent glorification is going on there is a great haggard
.crowd—a terribly large proportion of our population—living on
the very verge of starvation, and only keeping body and soul
together by State or rate relief. I sometimes wonder what
these poor wretches think of the perorations of our statesmen
about the marvellous contrast between the present day and say
a hundred years ago, all about railway development and Free
Trade and the fleet, and &ll the other pet subjects of the
optimist.

I have been led into these possibly profitless musings by this
Cottage Homes Bill. It was a Bill to try to provide some-
thing a little better than the workhouse as the last home of the
respectable and aged poor. This will be read I expect chiefly
by my fellow-subjects in India. There is poverty, ghastly and
grinding poverty in that vast and mysterious dependency,
Iknow. And worse even than the existence of poverty there is
the fact that not a little of it is preventable, and is caused by
our expensive modes of governing India. But it may interest
some of the sufferers from a bad system in the East to know |
that in this country, in England, the home of so much privilege
and the example to all the world, one will be treated better as
a criminal than as a pauper. Better break the law than fail to
haye money in your pocket. Poor Tom Hood, that delicate
and democratic wit, told the truth when he said that in this
country ‘‘ those who have nought are naughty.” And what,
the reader may ask, did the House do for the poor when this
Cottage Homes Bill came on? The answer is simple enough—
it did nothing ! An election is not near, and so members are
not o keen on explaining how every one shall have a pension
in the good time coming as members are when they are on the
hunt for votes. They all saw the desirability of somethin
being done for the respectable aged poor ; but—and that ““ but

came in with fatal persistency. There were three difficulties,
not to say impossibilities suggested for every proposal.

I do not propose to enlarge at length upon the Government’s
proposals with regard to the future government of London. I
cannot see why the inhebitants of India need care two straws
about whether the local affairs in this huge sprawling place
called London are attended to by men called vestrymen, or
men called councillors and aldermen. T did not notice that
many of the London members showed much interest in the fate
of the Caleutta Municipality Bill the other day; and ‘why

London? At the same time the friends of democracy should
pull together all the world over; md_ it may cheer those who
are fighting for representative institutions in Calcutta to know
that the game of trying to smash the London County Council
is ‘““up.”” Even this Goyvernment with & huge majority dare
not try it:on. And so while this London Government Bill is
not without a certain cunning and subtle hostility to the
London County Council there is no open and direct attack.
The last County Council election settled all that.

On Friday I saw what I am afraid is not often seen in the
House of Commons. T mean a man of principle, speaking
without regard to the ins and outs of the game of politics, but
as T think speaking because of inward conviction. I refer to
John Morley's attack on the Sudan expedition. Could anything
be less inviting and less popular just now than an attack on
that policy 7 Have not the people and the papers raved about
the Sirdar as though he had eclipsed all the great warriors of
history 7 Have they not given him £100,000 for his college at;
Khartum and are going to give him £30,000 for himself ?
Have not right hon. gentlemen and Lord Cromer declared to
all the world that the Sirdar’s ““ body-snatching  performance
and his flinging the mouldering remains of the Mahdi into the
Nile were ‘justified in the circumstances”? And yet John
Morley stood up and denounced all this! T was glad to hear

i Our continued occupation of Egypt for an indefinite

period is the grossest possible breach of repeated pledges. Our
advance to Khartum is an unnecessary addition of almost
limitless responsibilities in that part of the world, and
it cannot be of the slightest good to us in the end. Yet
Mr. Morley’s attitude is by no means popular with all the
Liberal party, while the Tories take up an attitude of furious
hostility to his views. Sir Edward Grey bluntly opposed Mr.
Morley in the House of Commons; and I noticed Lord Rose-
bery looking down on the scene. from the Peers’ gallery. The
position of Lord Rosebery is just now peculiarly interesting.
Everyone knows that he wants to come back to the leadership
of the Liberal party. Everyone thinks that he means to make
an open and deliberate attempt in this direction before long,
so that should the Liberals win the next general election he
will once more get the Premiership. But I am not sure that
the Liberal party will *take him on” again. Somehow or
other Liberals do not yearn after a Premier in the Lords;
nor do some of us care for a Jingo who is hand and glove with
the Rothschilds.
I was thinking of these things when I watched Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman and wondered which way he would go.
There was Mr. Morley, who had more or less retired from
active co-operation with the Liberal . On the other
hand there was Sir Edward Grey, who represents the Rosebery
tradition. Between these two Sir Henry had to make his
choice—and he went with Mr. Morley, to my great satisfaction
and delight. Of course all the Tory papers and the Roseberyite
prints on the Liberal side assailed him and said he had blundered
badly, but the very force and venom of their attacks showed
that he had done the right thing, by disappointing them.

CHRONICLE OF THE WEEK.

THURSDAY, February 23.—In the House of Commons Mr.
Balfour introduced the T.ondon Government Bill.

Further details were received in Bombay regarding the
recent incident at Muscat. It appeared that for some days
the Sultan of Oman, hoping for French aid, persisted in
maintaining the treaty ceding a coaling station to France. On
February 16 Admiral Douglas warned him that if he did not
attend a durbar on board the flagship at 2 p.m. the forts would
be bombarded twenty minutes Jater. The Sultan then gave
way, cancelled the treaty, which he handed over to the Admiral,
and came off to the flagship. On the following day, at a great
durbar in the Palace, the Sultan publicly repudiated the French
agreement.

The funeral of the late President Faure took place in Paris.

FripAY, February 24.—In the House of Commons, on a
Supplementary Vote of £885,000 for the army, Mr. John
Morley moved to reduce the vote by £100 in order to call
attention to the Government’s policy in Egypt and to the
circumstances of the Nile expedition. After an important
discussion the motion was negatived by 167 votes to 58.

The result of the polling in the Rotherham Division of West
Yorkshire was declared. Mr. W. H. Holland (Liberal) was
returned, receiving 6,671 votes against 4,714 recorded for
Mr. Vernon Wragge (Unionist).

It was stated from Cairo that as the Khalifa had assembled
a considerable force of his own tribe, the Baggara, in Kordofan,
his present movement towards the Nile was being anxiously
watched. There was no intention of meeting him in the desert,
but should he advance to the Nile in such strength as would
render British troops desirable & contingent would be sent.

_SATURDAY, February 25.—Sir E. Grey, M.P.; speaking at a
dinner of the Eighty and Russell Clubs, at Oxford. said the-

should the r~ople ~“ “alcufta and similar cities care about

great majority of Liberals ted existing obligations, but.
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they were all against further territorial expansion in Africa.
He commented on the great increase in national expenditure
during recent years. It was largely due to the outlay on the
army and navy, but there were some formidable increases
in domestic expenditure, such as that involved in the Agri-
«cultural Rates Act. The taxation of land values was a legiti-
mate source for fresh revenue.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling, who had been lying ill of pneumonia
for some days in New York, was in a very critical condition.

Baron de Reuter, the founder of the telegraphic news agency
which bears his name, died at Nice in his eighty-third year.

Mr. W. Moore (Unionist) was the only candidate nominated
to fill the vacancy in the representation of North Antrim
caused by the retirement of Major-General McCalmont, and
was declared duly elected.

MoxDAy, Feb: 27.—In the House of Commons the
Foreign Office Vote was discussed, chiefly with reference to
Uganda.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling’s condition remained very grave.
Oxygen was being constantly used to maintain respiration. He

passed a bad night on Sunday, but was thought to be a little
better this afternoon.

K TUESDAY, February 28.—In the House of Commons discus-
sions took place upon piers and harbours, county courts juris-
diction, and the mercantile marine.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling remained in a critical condition. The
bulletin issued this afternoon was somewhat less favourable
than those earlier in the day. The disease appeared to be
advancing upwards, and the lower parts of the lungs, which
were first attacked, were not yet available for respiration. The
principal hope lay in Mr. Kipling’s power of endurance.

‘WEDNESDAY, March 1.—In the House of Commons Mr.
Robson’s motion for the second reading of the Education of
Children Bill was carried by 317 votes to 59. The object of
the Bill is to amend the FElementary Education (School
Attendance) Act, 1893, by raising the earliest age at which a
<child can leave school from 11 years to 12.

Lord Herschell, ex-Lord Chancellor, died this morning in
‘Washington, where he was staying as one of the British
representatives on the Anglo-American Commission. He was
born in 1837.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling’s condition was more hopeful, but the
«doctors regarded his ultimate recovery as by no means certain.

Mr. Choate, the new United States Ambassador, arrived in
London.

The result of the polling at Hythe for the election of a
member in succession to Sir J. Bevan Edwards (C.), resigned,
was declared. Sir B. A. Sassoon (C.) was returned by a
majority of 527 over his Liberal opponent, Sir I. Hart.

The French Senate finally passed the Dreyfus Revision Bill
by 158 votes to 131.

THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL BILL.

CROWDED MEETING OF OBJECTORS.

SPEECHES BY MR. MOTI LAL GHOSE AND MR.
ANANDA CHARLU.

[Bx CaniE, FrROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Circurra, February 28.

A crowded public meeting to protest against the
Calcutta Municipal Bill was held in the Classic Theatre,
Calcutta, yesterday.

Mr. Moti Lal Ghose, editor of the 4uurita Bazar Patrika,
who presided, remarked that the proposed system of
paying afee to members attending Committee meetings was
demoralising. He deprecated hired interest in municipal
affairs, and contrasted the action of Sir Richard Temple’s
Government when first introducing the elective system for
which the European and Indian communities then
earnestly appealed on the failure of the bureaucratic
system. Mr. Ghose regretted the departure from the
practice of consulting public men before introducing
important legislation.

The Hon. Ananda Charlu, member of the Viceroy’s
Logislative Council, and other speakers expressed concern
for the fate of the model municipality, and apprehended a
disastrous fate for other municipalities in India if the
TLegislature accepted the princinle of the present Bill.

A resolution was passed protesting against the undue -
haste of the Select Committee, regardless of public
opinion ; and a memorial was adopted.—By Indo-European
Tolegraph.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

FAMINES AND OVER-POPULATION.
To TuE EpIToR OF ¢ INDIA.””

Smr,—In his lecture on the ‘“Growth of the Empire,” on
February 14, Sir Robert Giffen said, ‘‘ there are now more than *
300,000,000 of people for whose gov t we are resp
in India, and of these 73,000,000 have been added, mainly by
the ordinary growth of population since 1871.”

It would be well if the writers in IND1A, who desire to repre-
sent the peoples of India and to instruct them, would ponder
on these words. India is an agricultural country and the
population must increase, by a well-known law, faster than the
means of subsistence unless something is done to prevent it.
‘War, pestilence and famine have now hardly any effect. The
Government has, by its system of railways and other measures,
rendered them innocuous. But, it is said, the Government is
responsible for the famines because the cultivators of the soil
are not richer, and it is called upon to reduce the land rent and
the taxes, and to extend irrigation. Where the population is
too thick and is constantly increasing, the remission of all taxes
could have but a temporary effect. Wherever an agricultural
population is left without proper checks, there will be famines.
There was the famine in Ireland in 1848, comparatively worse
than any Indian famine; there have been famines in Russia, in
Persiz, in China, and there will be famines in India as long as
her leaders, her educated men, propose no better cure for the
present state of things than they are in the habit of putting
before us in your paper.

What are the remedies for over-population? The first is-
emigration as long as the world has unoccupied lands.
Ireland has with difficulty been saved by the emigration of
half her people. Russia is learning the lesson, and is making
great plans to transfer her redundant population to her own
vast, vacant spaces. Italyis sending hundreds of thousands
to South America. To apply this remedy to India is difficult,
for a few individuals going to crowded places where they are
not welcome is useless. If a Government had now the
power of the old kings of Babylon, it might be possible to
transfer fifty millions of Indians to British East Africa. Asit
is, the British Government is in the singular position of
having & harbour at Mombasa, near India, leading to a vast,.
empty territory, with a railway 700 miles long, rapidly
advancing through it, and which wants nothing but millions
of industrious inhabitants to make it one of the finest countries
in the world. Perhaps by granting all the land in small
plots to natives of India, and helping them to go, they might
attract the necessary millions.

There is another way of checking the amazing increase from
which India is suffering, and that is the one which has kept
France prosperous. The people of France will not emigrate
like other European nations, but they also will not go on
subdividing their lands until there is not enough for a family
to live on. They, therefore, do not marry young, have small
families, and the population remains stationary. If the
leaders of Native opinion would boldly set their faces against
the inhuman practice of child marriages, they might do
something to lessen the numbers, and improve the strength and
enterprise of the coming generations.—I am, sir, yours, etc.,

E. H. PERCIVAL.

hl

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION IN MADRAS.
To rae Enrmor oF ‘‘INDIA.”

Str,—The outcome of my six years’ controversy with the
Madras Government with regard to the defects of the system
of land revenue admi in that Presidency having at
last been a dispatch from that Government addressed to the
Secretary of State for India, dated October 20, 1898, enclosing
the report of the Madras Board of Revenue, the Secretary
of State has forwarded a copy of that dispatch to me, and
intimated that the correspondence as far as his office is con-
cerned must close. The usual channel through which I should
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otherwise be able to defend myself against what has in reality
degenerated into a personal attack on me and my motives on
the part of a subordinate department like the Board of Revenue
from a discussion on public grounds of a great public question
affecting the interests of many millions of Madras rayats
having thus been closed to me, I desire to bring to public
notice through your columns an epitome of the wl}ole question
in order that it may be examined from a public point of view.
My main arguments on the question have been briefly that
there are over 6,000,000 acres of arable assessed land lying
waste in the Presidency, notwithstanding the existence of a
superabundant agricultural population quite sufficient and
wifling to take it up ; that the reason of this is over or uneven
asgsessment of the d to the public revenue in consequence
of the adoption of the impossible system of attempting to
arrive at a fair classification of soils by endeavouring in the
first place to ascertain the actual gross produce of each field ;
and in the next place by converting that produce into money
according to the average market value of certain staple articles,
and by fixing the assessment of the land at one-half of what is
supposed to be the net produce, arrived at by deducting a
certain proportion on account of the difference between culti-
vators’ and merchants’ prices, somewhat more to allow for
vicissitudes of season, and again extra on account of cost
of production in the shape of agricultural stock, and labour
according to an average taken for the whole Presidency, in-
clusive of considerations of climate and locality with regard to
markets ; that the result of such over or uneven assessment is
that the land revenue is only levied by the aid of numerous
evictions, amounting to many thousands annually, of rayats
from their lands; the right to cultivate which is put up to sale
by auction, often together with the personal property of the
defaulters, for the realisation of the revenue, and a large pro-
portion of the land has to be bought in by Government at
nominal prices for want of bidders.

In answer to these arguments the Board of Revenue, backed
by the Government, commencing by saying that the existence
of 6,000,000 acres of waste is a myth, immediately afterwards
admit that 4} out of those six millions are in the tract of
country peculiarly lisble to deficient rainfall, leaying ample
room for the remaining 1} million in the rest of the Presidency.

The Government not being able to deny the fact that num-
bers of rayats are evicted annually from their lands, and that a
considerable portion of the land from which such evictions take
place has to be bought in by Government, say that no in-
ference can be deduced from that fact in the circumstances of
the Presidency, because lands so bought in are generally
either poor lands experimentally taken up for cultivation by
the defaulters, or lands belonging to persons who allow
them to be brought to the hammer in consequence of tem-
porary pecuniary embarrassment, which are not taken up in
consequence of communal feeling on the part of their fellow
villagers. Now the Madras Government can be convicted out
of their own mouths of the unreliability of the former of these
assertions, They enquired into its correctness several years ago
with the result I have already mentioned in the correspoggence,
viz., that out of a total of 3,087 cases of sale of fields enquired
into, only 129 were sold that had been held for a year, and the
remaining 2,958 had been held up forlonger, those occupied for
from six to ten years numbering as many as 2,776. With
regard to the argument that a portion of these lands is allowed
to go to the hammer in consequence of temporary pecuniary
embarrassments, and isnot taken up on account of & communal
feeling on the part of the other villagers, why should people
submit to the cost and annoyance of processes of various kinds
being taken out against them when they can avoid them by
simply relinquishing the lands? There is no call for the
exercise of communal sentiment on their behalf when there
is plenty of waste land to be had for the asking. The simple
fact is that therent is a rack-rent, with no margin left for culti-
vators’ profits; otherwise, if the land were worth keeping,
they would raise money on it by mortgage and pay the rent.

I have been accused of making too much of the hardship of
these evictions, because those evicted have rarely their whole
holdings sold, so that they are not deprived of their entire
means of subsistence. T sincerely hope such is the case, but in
one of the Appendices to the report of the Board of Revenue, T
find that while 1,708 fields were sold in holdings sold in parts
(that is, T presume, holdings not sold entire), there were yet as
m:lny s 1,384 holdings sold entire in portions of six collectorates
only.

Now the fairest way to judge of the success of the revenue
inistration is to see, not to what extent actual cultivation
< e

probably came to some nine millions, so that the actual increase
in cultivated arvea amounted to oune-third of an acre per head !
By the returns of 1896-97 I find that there are in the whole
Presidency less than 700 holdings (really 690) of over 1,000
rupees, and out of 3,170,094 tenants, that 2,110,600 had hold-
ings of under 10 rupees a year. In 1859-90 there were 428 of
the former, and 1,870,694 of the latter, so that in seven
years, while substantial tenants have increased by only 272,
the comparatively poor ones are more by 285,611. Does this
show any remarkable improvement in the condition of the
agricultural population of late years ?
I have been accused, among numerous other personal ameni-
ties, by the Madras Board of Revenue of msaking statements
with regard to which ““one (? the Board of Revenue) might
almost think that a quotation was being made from a dis-
affected Native print in which calumny and reckless misstate-
ment were made to do duty for sober truth and reason.” The
figures I have here quoted are from the Madras Aunual Settle-
ment Reports issued by Government, and my character is too
well established to be in any way affected by such petulant
schoolboyish remarks by a Secretary of the Board of Revenue.
I will only adduce one fact in proof of the accuracy of my
position with regard to the system of Madras Land Revenue
Administration. Mr. Clerk, a Deputy Settlement Officer (or
whatever his official designation may have been) was deputed
by the Board of Revenue to make a preliminary report on the
incidence of the existing rates of assessment in the Kistna and
Godavari districts, and to consider how far and in what
mwanner they needed to be revised. In pursuance of this order
that officer reported that the original classification of soils was
not uniform, and that inequalities discovered in it had been dis-
counted as far as possible by the group assigned to the village :
that the grouping of villages for dry-crop assessment had not
been made with reference to markets, canals, etc., but solely
with reference to the quality of their soils. HeJaccordingly
recommended, quite correctly, that the whole of the soils in
the delta, wet and dry, should be reclassified, thus proving that
what I have alleged against the system is perfectly correct.
The rest of the report contains numerous assertions of in-
competence, etc., on my part, which are altogether beneath my
notice. I have taken every figure from official records, and
endeayoured to trace the evictions that annually disgrace the
Madras Presidency to their real cause. The conclusions I have
drawn from the facts ascertained have been briefly stated
aboye, and are unaffected by the abuse showered on me by the
Madras authorities, whom I now challenge to publish the whole
correspondence together with an explanatory letter I have
forwarded to them, as well as for publication in the Madras
Hindu.—Yours, etc., A. ROGERS.
(Late Bombay Oivil Service.)

OUTRAGES BY EUROPEAN SOLDIERS UPON
INDIANS.

LORD STANLEY’S SPEECH IN THE HOUSE
F LORDS.

The following is a full report of the proceedings in the
House of Lords on February 14 last on an interpellation by
Lord Stanley of Alderley regarding outrages by European
soldiers upon Indians. (The matter was summarised in INDIA
of February 17 last.)

Lord Staniey oF Arperrey: My Lords, I rise to ask her Majesty’s
Government whether the Indian Government have taken, or intend
to take measures to prevent the outrag itted b; D

soldiers upon the natives of India, such as have reesntly occurred at
Barrackpore and Poonamallee. A great deal was ~.id last summer
about disaffection and sedition in India. Mr. Juswce Strachey has
given a novel and extraordi definiti disaff-ction, and & new
law has been passed on-sedition. I believe that law has not yet been
put in force, but events have taken place of worse effect than that
which 10 or 20 seditious articles would have produced in the way of
exciting disaffection. Every outrage or death caused by soldiers
which goes unpunished, or imp tly punished, must prod a
worse effect on the minds of the natives of India who witness these
outrages than could be produced by newspaper articles which they
for the most part do not and cannot read. At Barrackpore on April
30 last, three soldiers assaulted and killed an old Hinda doctor
without any provocation, and were put upon their trial in July last.
The trial, from the long report, appears to have been fairly conducted.
The judge, the Chief Justice, did his duty well, but the jury brought
in a verdict of grievous hurt against all three prisoners. Under
these circumstances seven years' rigorons imprisonment was the limit

has increased, for in this the el t of of pop
which is not taken into account by the Madras authorities,
when they merely adduce the fact that the holdings of the
rayats have increased by 3,000,000 acres between 1862 and 1893
(and magnificently leave that fact to tell its own tale !) but to
enquire to what extent such increase has been brought about by
substantial cultivators. The population of Madras according
to the census of 1881 was about 31,280,000, and in 1896-97 had
increased to 35,630,440, or about 4,350,000 in fifteen years.

of the the judge was able to pronounce. After that trial
General Baker Russell issued an Order to the troops under his
command, in view of the recent out g itted at B kp

by three soldiers resnlting in the death of a Native gentleman. The
Order wishe . all general officers and other officers to impress upon
their men the cowardliness of striking or otherwise ill-using natives
of India and the serious consequences which may result to themselves.
'_l'hm Order, however, was insufficient because the General who issued
it would probably retire from his command within five years, and

Applying this to the thirty-one years ded to, the i

?Eca?fe it apglied only to the forces in Bengﬁls. In the Madras

y at P lee at the end of July last, another outrage
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took place. A soldier named Knight put a cartridge into his carbine
and discharged it into the body of apboy who wsg seated in a cart
in which they and some other soldiers were driving. The boy
jumped out of the cart, and they drove on without cecking to know
whether he lived or died. Another person carried the boy to a doctor
who examined him slightly and sent him on to the general hospital,
where he died. Knight was tried. It was said in his defence that
be had been discusting with another goldier sitting by him how
quickly he conld load his carbine, and that he had touched the trigger
accidentally. The jury found him guilty of a negligent act. The
judge, Mr. Justice Boddam, however, blamed the soldiers for leaving
the wounded boy by the roadside, and he blamed the doctor for
sending on the boy a further distance to the hospital, and he
sentenced Knight tonine months’ rigorous imprisonment. If the judge
had believed that this death was caused by accident only, would
he, or could be haye passed such a sentence ¥ I can find no mention
of this Poonsmallee case and trial in either a Bombay or Caleutta
paper, all the numbers of which have reached me. This looks as if
the editors of those papers were also of opinion that such cases are
worse than sediticus writing, and had therefore hesitated to

on the trial. T have been told that the reason why juries bring in
such verdicts, relieving soldiers from the consequences of these acts of
violence, is the difficulty of proving malice. No doubt this is true.
There was no previous malice either in the Barrackpore case or the
recent Poonamsllee case, nor in the Dum Dum murder case about
ten years ago—November 1, 1889. This makes these outrages all the
‘worse, more inexcusable in those who commit them, more offensive to
the relatives and counirymen of the victims. The malice is not
against the individual, but against the race. The views which soldiers
bave already acquired with reference to the Natives is given in an
English paper, Inv1a, in which a soldier says: ‘‘As for the darkies,
they are like stones under our feet. If they do not do what we want,
we pull their turbans'off their heads, and turn them upside down.”
This paper goes on to remark upon the Secretary of State having
described the people of India as savages. ~Let me remind the House
of the Dum Dum case and relate its sequel, since I have met
with persons nsnally well acquainted with matters in India who had
not heard of the sequel. Four soldiers—three of the Leinster regiment
and one of the Buffs—left the Dum Dum barracks one night with
seryice rifles and Government ammunition to shoot pigs. The Buffs
soldier expressed his surprise at the others having obtained cartridges.
Oun the way they obtained some toddy more or less forcibly from the
people in the huts. Some of them got drunk, and one named O’Hara
pulled a sleeping man from out of his verandah, chucked him into a
pond, and then ghot him. The poor man crawled back to his house
and died. O'Hara was arrested and tried by Mr. Justice Norris, and
convicted on the evidence of the Buffs soldier, and sentenced to death.
But those who from race feelings wished to prevent the sentence being:
carried out, moved the High Court, and the sentence was quashed on
the pretext that he had been convicted on the uncorroborated evidence
of an accomplice. The Buffs soldier was not, however, an accomplice,
since he had not started with O’Hara on a criminal expedition. Nor
had he consented to anything of which the criminal act was a probable
consequence. The consequences of not carrying out the sentence
passed on O’Hara were that he re-entered the Army, but justice was
not done, and encouragemsnt was thereby given to others to follow
his bad example. Sometime later O’Hara again got drunk and shot
a sergeant and a soldier, and was then hanged, but not until after he
had deprived her Majesty’s forces of two soldiers, and burdened him-
self with two more murders. If soldiers other than good conduct
men, whom the colonel can unreservedly trust, are allowed to go out
shooting, quarrels with the villagers and outrages are certain to arise,
since soldiers ignorantly shoot the tame animals belonging to the
villagers ; or peacocks or. monkeys or other animals whose lives are
respected by the villagers. After the Dum Dum affair I made notes
of all the cases that were mentioned in the Indian newspapers, and at
the end of three months five cases had occurred. I mentioned this to
the Private Secretary of the Secretary of State, and he said these
things often went in cycles. He might have been right, but I was,
and still am, more inclined to attribute that interruption of guarrels
and accidents to the good influence of the then Secretary of State,
and it is a matter for great regret that he did not resume his place
when the present Administration was formed. I would suggest that
in future outrages, the soldier shounld be tried by courts-martial with
open doors, and not by juries. Juries will always, in such cases,
contain men anxious from race feelings to screen the soldiers, and
jurors have less feelings of responsibility than officers of a rank to sit
on & court-martial. I have heard it objected a few days ago that this
would be to discredit trial by jury ; but I need not fear that accusa-
tion, after baving in this House opposed the attempt made against trial
by jury in Bengal. The new Viceroy has recently stated that India
is the pivot of the British Empire. I said much the same thicg, but
in different words, about twenty years ago to the noble Marquess at
the head of the Government. Whether it is 8o or not, the well-being
of the Empire requires that the people of India should not be
alienated by ounirages committed by British soldiers, and it is for that
reason that I ask the question of which I have given notice.

The UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE For INDIA (The Earl of Oxsrow):
My Lords, the question the noble lord has put on the paper is to
enquire whether her Majesty’s Government have taken or intend to
take measures to prevent the outrag: nmitted by Europ soldiers
upon the natives of India. Your lordships will have heard that the
ocases the moble lord referred to are not very DUMErous. Two only

rigorous imprisonment each. As regards the Poonamallee case, which
the noble lord has been unable to trace in certain papers that he
bas consulted, T may say that Poonamallee is in the presidency of
Madras, and if the noble lord had consulted Madras papers he would
bave found a full report of the case and of the sentence. I think
under these circumstances your lordships will be entitled to agree
with me that there isno necessity for taking any exceptional measures
for dealing with such cases as these, should they anhappily occur.

rd StaNtEY OF ArpERrEy : My Lords, I should like to say that
the answer of the noble earl is extremely unsatisfactory, and I am
sure it will be found so in India.

Imperial Parliament.

Thursday, February 23.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
STAFF CORPS OFFICERS.

East India (Staff Corps Officers),—On the motion of Sir Seymour
King a return was granted for ‘Copies of Correspondence to date

lating to the r dations made by the Government of India in
order to prevent the supersession of Staff Corps Officers by those in
the Line (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 472, of
Session 2 of 1895).”

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE.

East India (Income and Expenditure),—On the motion of Sir
Heunry Fowler an address was granted for “Return of the Net Income
and Expenditure of British India, under certain specified heads, for
the eleven years from 1887-8 1897-8.7"

THE MUSCAT INCIDENT.

With ref to the ti ported in our issue of last week,
the following suppl tary ions were asked :—

Mr. Lasoucrere: Will the noble lord say whether this obligation
not to alienate territory is by treaty?

Lord G. Haxmiron: The arrangements alluded to between the
Indien Government and the Sultan of Muscat was arrived at some
time back.

Mr. Waenee: Can the noble lord say whether there is any record
kept of this arrangement ?

Lord G. Haarrox : Yes, there is a record.

Mr. Gsoxn Bowres: May I ask whether it was made by order of
the Indian Government ?

TLord G. HaxrrroN : Her Majesty’s Government and the Govern-
ment of India have been in constant communication, but there is not
complete telegraphic communication between Bombay and Muscat.

ENTERIC FEVER AMONG EUROPEANS.

General Russerr asked the Secretary of State for India, whether
he counld state the result of the investigations which on May 5, 1898,
he stated were then proceeding relative to the causes of the great
increase of enteric fever among Europeans living in India :

‘Whether he could state the number of cases that ocourred in the
years 1897 and 1898, and how many ended fatally ; or if he had any
objection to a return being made furnishing these particulars :

And, whether it was true that inoculation had been widely intro-
duced as a preventive against the disease.

Lord G. HaxauroN: I am unable at present to add anything
material to the information which I gave my hon. and gallant friend
on May 5 last, on the subject of enteric fever in India. The matter
contintes to engage the attention of the military and medical
authorities. Inoculation has not, however, been adopted as a pre-
ventive.

n‘l‘%e namber of cases of, and deaths from, enteric fever among the
troops in India for 1897 will be shown in the Report of the Army
Medical Department for that year, which may be expected shortly ;
the figures for 1898 will not be available for some time to come.

THE ANNUITIES OF RETIRED CIVILIANS.

Sir Sevarour Kixe asked the Secretary of State for India whether
he had under iderati e expediency of extending to retired
officers of the Civil Service in India the privileges enjoyed by military
officers of commuting a portion of their annuities :

And whether, since in the case of covenanted civilians a portion of
their annuities had been provided by dednutio'ns from their pay while

e e s

in service, there was any objecti
of the Civil Service sod
had thus been provided.

TLord G. Hal;:xmom It has been held that, as a portion of the
annuity of a Covenanted Civil Servant is Pt_ov‘ided by deduotions
from his pay while in the service, the recognition of a legal assign-
ment of such an annuity cannot be refused ; and, consequently, there
js the less reason in his case for allowing commutation, which, as
stated in a Treasury ciroular of 1882, ‘‘exposes the State to the
frustration of its policy for securing a life-long provision for 11'_15

‘sunh: 1 uif.heirB ities as

servants.’’ It is, therefore, opposed to the public interest and
cannot hold out any hope of departing from the p P of
the India Office.

INDIA AND THE PASTEUR INSTITUTE.
Sir Wrnzrax W: asked the Secretary of State for India,
if he would explain what wers the circumstances under which nine
English soldi were sent, on October 8 last, from Bombay to the

occurred in recent years, the Dum Dum case having happened some
eight or ten years back. The Government of India have been con-
sulted in this matter and they report that in the opinion of the
Commander-in-Chief there is no ground for taking any special
measures as regards British troops in India. Cases of this nature
are of ively rare and the ordinary law provides
for the punishment of the offenders. The noble lord himself has told
your lordships that in the case of the outrage which took place at

kp e jury i ly found the prisoners guilty of
causing grievous harm, and they were sentenced to seven years’

‘what was
e in the p of the g that the
dogs which had bitten these men were rabid ; under what official
supervision these men were sent ; and whether it was true, as shﬂ.tgd
by the Director of the Paris Institute, that these nine men arrived in
Paris without any credentials or anything showing when or where
bitten.
tb?ozh;dG—l.)mHmmx: I am aware that nine soldiers were sent from
India, early in October, to be treated in Paris for hydrophobia ; but

Pastenr Institute at Paris, to be ma.teg for hydnlphgbin.;
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Ihave no i as to the ci Such cases occur not
unfrequently ; and on this occasion the usual arrangements were
made for their journey from Marseilles to Paris, and for their aceommo-
dation while under treatment. have d no ao nt or
representation on the subject from the Director of the Paris Institute,
and I should have thought that the men themselves could have been
capable of explaining to the authorities of the Institute when and
where they had been bitten.

Friday, February 2+.
HOUSE OF LORDS.

THE MUSCAT INCIDENT.

Lord Reay, who had a notice on the paper to ask the Under-
Secretary of State for India whether he was able to give any
information with regard to the difficulties which had arisen from
recent acts of the Seyd of Oman, said that when he put the
question on the paper he was not aware that a statement was to be
made yesterday in another place. He begged, therefore, to ask the

1 T notice the Chancellor of the Exchequer does not cheer
::cdall}:?:l} m{lﬂas Tf you suffer a good deal from a forward party in
TIndia, do you suppose that you are not going to have a forward party
in Africa? You have it now. (Cheers.) T should like to remind
those gentlemen who are looking forward with su.ch. enthusiasm to
going to Uganda, and to carrying the Qm'aen’s dominions there, that
we shall be ile for the administration of Uganda. They sa;
¢ we have done well in India why should we not do equally wel
in Africa?’’ (Ministerial cheers.) Those cheers show how necessary
it is for even resp ble politici to d nat I?vonld like to
point out three distinct differences between India and this new empire
that you propose to set up at the Equator. You have not a strong
natural frontier as India has. I do not quite know whether we shall
be told what the Government reckon their frontier to be, but I will
undertake to say it is not a strong natural frontier such as India
possesses.  You have not, in the second place, a comparatively
civilised and settled population, but you have vast hordes of savages,
and, thirdly, your dominion would be coterminous at point after
point with Powers who may or may not be your friends. You will
have the most difficult of tasks in keeping the peace on your

noble lord whether he had any additional information to that which
was given in that statement.

boundaries and frontiers, and everybody who gives the slightest
consideration to it will perceive that the conditions under which the
G t of India subsists and carries on its beneficent work are

The Earl of Oxstow: I have very little to add to the
made by the Secretary of State in the House of Commons yesterday,
because the Government have received very little additional ix‘xforma-

not one of them realised in the case of the new India you are going
to set up at the Equator. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. B in the course of his reply said: The right hon.

tion since then, but I have no reason to supp the eleg

which have appeared in the morning papers are otherwise than
correct. The noble lord is no doubt aware that the Sultan of Oman
has been under obligations to the Indian Government for a con-
siderable number of years. The Government of India undertook to
pay the Sultan the subsidy of 40,000 crowns & year which had been
paid to his predecessor, on condition that he was faithful to his treaty
engagements and manifested his friendship towards the British
Government. The French and British Governments engaged re-
ciprocally in 1862 to respect the independence of the Sultan of
Muscat, and her Majesty’s Government have never departed from
that t. They obtained in 1891 an engag t from the
Sultan, which placed him under a special obligation as to the assign-
ment and alienation of his territory. Notwithstanding his cbligation
the Sultan lately admitted that he proposed to cede to the French
Government a port called Bunder Jisseh, five miles south-east of
Muscat, a harbour capable of being made a strong naval port, but
where at present there are no coolies, or facilities for storing or
moving coal. On hearing of this by accident, for the transaction
had been concealed from him, the British agent was directed to

gentleman spoke rather strongly about the ista.blishmsnt under the
British Government of despotic rule. He delivered one of those
sentences with regard to free institutions which come very glibly
from lips so eloquent as his. But I was wondering why, a few
moments before, he had made a comparison between the Soudan and
India. For,if there ever was an instance of a country which has gained
enormously during the time that we have occupied it by despotic
rule, that country is India. (Cheers.) And why should we assume
that the rule which has been so good for India and which has given
to her a prosperity such as no other Asiatic territory has enjoyed, is
to be so subversive of all our free institutions and best hopes in Africa ?
(Cheers.) What is good for the one is good for the other; and
having regained this country, I do not think we ought, becanse the
inhabitantstare not fit for free instituti to be too sq ish about
putting them under despotic rule. (Cheers.)
Mr. Morrey: I never pretended that you ought to set up free
institutions forthwith. But I argued that the effect of extending
despotic rule was not good for the rulers. (Cheers.)

Mr. B: & : Are we at this hour of the 19th century—we, who

protest against the execution of an agreement which would have been
contrary to treaty. At the same time the Sultan’s attention was
drawn to other claims which the Government of India had upon him,
and his Highness after some delay has complied with all demands.
The demands included one that the Sultan should cease from levying
duties upon British subjects at a different rate to that imposed on his
own subjects. This was felt to be a matter of some importance by
the G t of India, i h as nearly all the trade to Muscat
was carried on with India. It has been said that the British Govern-
ment has already got a coaling station at Muscat; but that is not
the fact. What has happened is this. More than 20 years ago the
Sultan of Muscat gave permission within his own capital, the town
of Muscat, that certain coal sheds should be made for the purpose of
coaling her Majesty’s ships and mercantile ships, but it is not correct
to say we have any coaling station, in the proper sense of the term,
either at Muscat or on the Oman coast. That is the only explanation
I can give the noble lord of the transactions that have taken place
there, but I am not in a position to say that what has appeared in the
papers is otherwise than true.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
EDUCATION IN INDIA.
East India (Ed ),—Copy p d—of Progress of Education
in India, 1892-3 to 1896-7; Third Quinquennial Review by J. S.
Cotton, M.A. [by Command]; to lie upon the Table.

INDIAN PARCEL POST.

Mr. Birx asked the Secretary to the Treasury, as representing the
Postmaster-General, whether it was the case that the postal regula-
tions of India did not allow the contents of any parcel sent by pareel
post to exceed £50 in value: and, if that was so. whether, as that
regulation conflicted with paragraph 41 of the English regulations for
the Foreign and Colonial parcel post contained in the Postal Guide,
the Post Office would, in' the interests of trade between the two
countries, undertake the transmission and insurance of parcels of far
greater value.

Mr. Axgers-DoucLas, on behalf of the Secrctary to the Treasury,
said : Until the beginning of this year it was the case that the regu-
lations of the parcel post with India prohibited the transmission of
a:g 1 above £50 in value. But on January 1 last, the Imperial
a dian Post Offices undertook the insurance of parcels in both
directions up to a limit of £120. i

INDIA IN THE SUDAN DEBATE.
THE “FORWARD” POLICY.

Mr. Jomx Mozrtzy, in the course of his speech on the Government's
policy in the Sudan, said :—1I ask, with the experience of India before
you, do you suppose for one moment that you will be able to keep
your dominions as if were enclosed in a ring fence? We have
all been reading within the last few days about the movements of the
Khalifa. You will see that circumstances will make it almost quite
impossible for you to remain within your ring fence. It is no secret
that there are powerful men in more than one quarter who annouuce
that they would like to go south of Khartum. (Ministerial cheers.)
It is no secret that there are some who would go as far as Uganda.

for 150 years have been bearing the burden of despotic rule over 250
millions in India—(cheers)—are we to shrink from governing four or
five millions of Arabs because it would be by despotic rule? (Cheers.)
I submit to the' Committee that we have nothing to apologise for—
(cheers)—and that we have nothing to explain away. (Renewed
cheers.)
Mr. CourTSEY said in the course of his speech: To go on to the
question of what is the interest of England, it is said that we are
going to establish a vast Indiain Africa. As my right hon. friend
observed, the fascination of this picture of another India is consider-
able. You have not in India, a8 my right hon. friend the Under-
Secretary said in a burst of rhetoric, been for 150 years ruling 250
millions ; but still there is a great fascination in the Government of
India. What, however, are the three things which, asmy right hon.
friend opposite said, distinguish the position of India? In the first
lace, it is ded by natural boundaries; in the next place, you
Eave got a large settled, industrious, organised, and civilized popula-
Are

tion ; and in that country also you have no foreign difficulties.
any of those three conditions satisfied in the Sudan? The people
have not the same civilisation, they have not risen to the same height,
there is a very deficient agricultural populati and you would get
but the smallest possible return in what are called Sudanese goods,
which have mo real commercial value. . . . You talk of making
another India, and of making it without the conditions which prevail
in India. In India itself you have an army which is not a small one;
you are bound to maintain there about one-third of your English
army. You cannot rest secure if you are going to maintain such
a position in the Sudan without having there about the same propor-
tion of your army, and in cases of difficulty you may have to have a
larger proportion. You would, therefore, compel yourself to lock up
your army when you msy want all your energy, all your power,
all your resources to maintain what is absolutely necessary to you
elsewhere. (Hear, hear.) Thatisnot to the interest of this country.
I, for my parf, um impenitent in my opinion as to the impolicy
of this expedition.

Monday, February 27.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THE CARABINEERS.

Major Rascr asked the Under Secretary of State for War, whether
it was proposed to send the Carabineers to Indis in the trooping
season of 1899 :

And, if he could explain why this regiment, which only returned
from India in 1888, should be detailed for Foreign service before the
15th, 14th, 13th, 10th Regiments of Hussars, and 12th Lancers,
which corps ell returned from India previous to 1888.

Mr. Powerr-Wiznians: The Carabineers will go to India in the
trooping season of 1900. Their position on the foreign service roster
was advanced four years in order to obtain as soon as possible a due
proportion of the number of dragoon regiments abroad to that at
h:rlz‘:e. The regiment when it goes abroad will have been twelve years-
at home.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF TLASCARS.
Mr. Haverocx Wisox asked the President of the Board of Trade,

(Ministerial cheers and cries of ““To Cape Town.” Yes, that is

if he was now in a position to state the number of Lascars employed
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2 sailors, firemen, and coal trimmers on board the P. and O. steam-
ship ‘¢ Australia,” which was due to sail on the 23rd in.:hnt:

‘Whether he could state how bi space vided
fm-ohhscarinmafomsﬂ::?{bzv:ﬁd g

Whether the wuid vessel was a British ship registered in the United
om :
hef.hgr the crew of tbl;y v'ﬁseluhad allotted to them the cubic
s provided e hant Shipping Act, 1894 :
. And, whether he could state if the forecastle otp &ms;uelhadbeen
by Board of Trade officials during the time she had been in

Mr. Rrromre: T
and coal

m'informed that the number of Lascar sailors,
ﬁmm.‘,. oal trimmers carried the P. and O. steamer

Australia ** this voyage is 148, with possibly the addition of a boy
or two. The Lascars are berthed in the poop aft. On the starboard
side the space available per man is sixty-six cubic feet, and on the
port ndo’ sixty-four cubic feet. The ‘‘ Australia®’ is a British ship

g at G k, and the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, requires
that place occupied by seamen shall have for each seaman
a aYtee of not less than seventy-two cubic feet and not less than
twelve superficial feet.”” The vessel has been ins by the Board
of Trade officials during the time she has been in dock, with the result
I have stated, but I wish to add that the P. and O. Cq tend

rd G. : I am ible for advising as to the
npfamhnmtmﬁymadnwﬂm ic of Madras.

fC.l: mmtha:lg%hu hhhddthnoﬁg ition
o iplain e Bishop cutta and Principal of ishop's
College,palnntka;mdhehnalsovolunhrﬂynnp;lmkmmm
of Superior of the Oxford Mission in that city.

services held in this country in connexion with the Oxford Mission I
have no infc ion, nor can I understand why the Bishop Designate
who has been working continuously for the last 15 years in India
should be held for them. The ritual practised in the
chapel of the Bishop's College at Calcutta has been and is such as is
approved by the Bishop for the time being. The honourable member
must be aware that the interpretation of the law on this subject is a
matter of much difficulty, but I am in a position to state that the
Bishop Designate regards it as a duty not to go beyond the limits laid
dowui.nth:n1 Prayer Book, ::ed that he is prepared to tender all due

to
I may add that men of all phases of religious opinion spesk in the
highest terms of Mr. Whitchead's ministrations s ‘L‘;"“""’“.‘.."aw
that by his intellectual attainments, daily life and devotion to duty,
he has, wherever he has laboured, e Christianity a living and
speaking reality. The honourable gentleman asks me if from this

that the ‘“ Australia’’ comes, not under the Im
Indian Merchant Shipping Act. This point will

into, but I think it right to add that were the * Australia ** carryin,
a Europes i rd with the compl uaunlmvesseg
of her size and character—the crew space allotted throughout the
vessel would be in excess of the statutory requirements.

Mr. Haverocs Wizsox asked whether section 210 of the Merchant
Shipping Act did not provide that each seaman should have seventy-
two cubic feet of space; that where the law was not complied with
a penalty of £20 for each offence was enjoined ; and whether the
President of the Board of Trade intended to enforce the law against
this wealthy company ?

Mr. Rrronre: g;:doubt the hon.
correctly, but I am advised by my

§e3:t]ema.n has q??ted

the law
ion rests

Company one app a general ind may be ob d of the ecclesi-
, but under the  astical policy of the Government.

The bl 1 must know that any generalisation from

a solil i must be invidions and misleading ; but if he

is disposed to indulge in such conjectures I think it would be more
appropriate for him to take as his illustration the appointment of Dr.
Welldon to the Bishopric of Caloutta, in which capacity, as Metro-
politan of India, he is, and will continue to be, ﬁ' ‘Whitehead's
ecclesiastical superior.

RAILWAYS AND IRRIGATION.

Mr. Price asked the Secretary of State for India, whether there
was available any list or statement showing the Indian railway
Pl TBtie et e Lo li Bt FER ST
imated cost of such extensions :

that no
upon the Board of Trade to in the particular cases referred
to by the hon. gentleman. owever, the matter is now the subject
of negotiations between the Board of Trade and the P. and O.
Company. Of course, it may be held that the law applies to Lascars
as well as Europeans; but so far as the merits of the case are eon-
cerned every hon. member must know that Lascars are in a very
different position to Europeans—(Opposition ecries of “ Oh”’)—and
though sixty-four feet may not be within the level of the law sixty-
four feet for a Lascar is certainly not less than seventy-two feet for a
European. (Laughter.)

Mr. MacNEms: Is the right hon. gentleman aware that one of the
members of the present Administration is a director of the P. and O.
Company—Lord Selborne ? (Hear, hear.)

The Speaxsr: Order, order. That does not arise out of the ques-
tion. The question on the paper has been fully answered.

Mr. Haverock Wizson: I wish to ask the right hon. gentleman
whether he thinks the Lascars should not have

The Sreaxer ; Order, order. The hon, member is now arguing on
matters of opinion.

Mr. Haveroox Wrrsox : I will put this question down again to-
morrow. (Laughter.)

Mr. Gissox Bowzes: I think
to ask the right hon. 1 ed,
any complaints have been made by the Lascars in reference to these
matters ?

Mr. Rrroere: I have not onl
have no reason whatever to ﬂun{

this question does arise, sir. I wish
3otk Taa S Toe whadd

not received any complaints, but 1
that they are dissatisfied.
Tuesday, February 28.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
REPORTED DEATH OF THE AMIR.
Sir Erus Asmuveap-Baetierr esked the Secretary of State for
India, whether there was any foundation for the reports now current

mﬁding the death of the Amir of Afghanistan.
rd G. Hauaurox : I have heard from the Viceroy that there is

absolutely no confirmation of the reports referred to in the hon.
member’s question.

Thursday, March 2.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
PETITION.
East India (Contagious Diseases), — Petition from Plumstead,
against State regulation ; to lie upon the Table.
THE NEW BISHOP OF MADRAS.

heth

and

‘Whether a statement could be made at an early date of such further
railway projects as were likely to be included in the forecasts for the
financial year, with an estimate of the capital outlay thereon :

And, whether lists and estimates could also be given of the chief
projects in hand and under consideration for water storage and irriga-
tion in the different presidencies.

Lord G. Hanurox: At page 88 ¢f seq. of the Administration
Report for 1897-8, which has been laid before Parliament, will be
found a statement of the capital expenditure on the various railways to
December 31, 1897, end at page 98 ef seq. of the Financial Statement
for 1898-9 the proposed grants for extension in subsequent years.

It is probable that the Financial Statement which will be made
on March 20, and which will be subsequently laid before Parliament,
will include the programme of further railway projects and irrigation
works on which money will be spent in the coming year.

‘With regard to irrigation works, I may also refer the hon. member
to page 12 of the appendix to the Expl y Mo d re=
sented by me last year. There is in addition a short and compact
statement showing on ‘one sheet the length, estimated cost, expendi-
ture for the year, and liability outstanding at end of year of each
railway under construction or proposed. I will show this to the hon.
gentleman, and if he wishes it, I will make it an annual Parliamentary -
return.

THE FORTHCOMING BUDGET.

WHAT IS TO BE DONE WITH THE “SURPLU3”?

Sir Wrzzrass WepDERBURN asked the Secretary of State for India,
whether, seeing that a large surplus was anticipated in the forth-
coming Indian Budget, the provincial governments would have
returned to them the balances they had to surrender to the supreme
G t under fi ial in former years:

Would the Salt Tax be reduced to the rate current in 1884-5 :

And could some reduction in Import Duties imposed under the plea
of financial pressure bs e

Lord G. Haxaurox : '%Th‘enlndian Financial Statement will be made
on the 20th of this month. The hon. member must, I think, be aware
that I cannot anticipate it, as I should do if I were to answer his
questions.

INDIANS AND COMMISSIONS IN THE ARMY.

Sir Wrzriax Wi asked the S ¥ of State for India,
hether proposals were before G Jing the p e
increase in the number of commissioned officers with Native regiments
of the Indisn army; and, if so, whether due eonndu_ﬂgmmldhs
given to the claim of Indians to a share of those T s. )

Tord G. Haxarroy : The question of the advisability of increasing:
the number of British commissioned officers with Native regiments °
was mﬁm_aﬁmngq,bntitmmﬂmnghtnm

Native d officers d

Mr. Saxver Suars asked the Secretary of State for India,

to take any action. No suggestion, however, was made that the
: 1 1ok of Al <

1

he was responsible for advising her Majesty to ap the Rev.
Henry Whitehead to the Bishopric of Madras, which had been

previously filled by an Evangelical : 4
Whether he was aware that the Rev. ‘Whitehead was not
only & member of the English Church Union, but was the Superior of
the Oxford Mission at Calcutta, whose official anniversary sermon
was ed by the Bishop of Lincoln at St. Mary Magdalene’s on
y Tide at a service announced in the

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON INDIAN QUESTIONS.
THE WORK OF THE BRITISH COMMITTEE.

Tuesday, March 14, has been fixed as the date of Sir W.

‘Wedderburn's :ddreu to the ““Liberal Forwards” on * Indis

2 5 =
g;i”gh Mass, and at which banners, sacrificial vestments,
multiplied lights, incense, sacring bells, and elevation were

no unicanta :

Whether he was aware that, at the college chapeal W over by
Mr. Whitehead, sccording to the ‘¢ Tourists’ urch Guide ™
publizhed by the English Church Union, vestments, altar lights,
incense, and other illegalities were practised : e
And, whether this appointment might be taken as an indication of

the ecclesiastical policy of her Majesty's Government.

in P:
A lecturer on behalf of the British Committee is addressing
two gs in the Elland division this week (March 2 and 3),
‘where a tion is in 5
ettt babalf of the Fetish Commitias will be present
at the annual meetings of the National Liberal Federation at
Hull. Arrangements have been made for the distribution of
“literature” on Indian questions, including Mr. Ghose's pam=

phlet on the Calcutta Municipal Bill.
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