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NOTES AND NEWS.

TORM-SIGNALS in the direction of Tibet continue and
multiply. The Zimes yesterday (Thursday) printed a
telegram from its correspondent at Calcutta summarising a
veport from Captain Trench, political officer at Ladak, on
Indian [? Anglo-Indian] trade vid Kashmir with Tibet and
Chinese and Russian Turkestan. The trade, we are told,
is rapidly declining, Tt has fallen in a year from 59 lakhs
to 42 lakhs. Accordingly Captain Trench, who seems to
have been reading the speeches of the later Mr. Chamber-
lain, thinks that ““it is our duty to look for a fresh field.”
In my opinion this is to be found in the direction of Tibet. A com-
mercial invasion of that country, with the rich provinces of Kansu,
Szu-chuan, and Shen-si in China as the objective, would, I believe,
be profitable. There are already some hopeful signs that the
peasantry of Tibet are gradually losing their suspicions dislike of the
trader from India. Between Ladak and Tibet ge trade is busy. To
the few who are allowed to cross the border surely there is much to
advocate a policy which should carry trade to South China. I hope
that this report will, at any rate, be the means of drawing attention
to Tibet and its pessible use as a trade market.
A ““commercial inyasion,” observe. The phrase is signi-
ficant in these days of wars for commerce or, in
Morley’s plainer English, murder for gain. What pre-
cisely Captain Trench may mean by the phrase is not
clear. But, as our readers are aware, a ‘ forward”’ move-
ment towards Tibet has long been advocated by Anglo-
Indian militarists on the double pretext (1) that Tibet
would be a nice health-resort for languid Anglo-Indian
officials, and (2) that it would offer a lucrative market.
Either of these ‘‘reasons” is, no doubt, in the present
condition of ruling English opinion, sufficient justification
for any crime. But, if the crime is committed, its authors
should at least refrain from the added meanness of
charging to the Indian taxpayers the incidental expenses.
This type of meanness, not once nor twice in our rough
island story, has attended the spread of what it is be-
coming fashionable to call civilisation. =

The leader of the Liberal party, in his great and
memorable speech at Brechin on Tuesday night, mentioned
among the prospective burdens of empire the charges
which must sooner or later fall upon the British taxpayer
in connexion with Anglo-India :—

There are (he said) famines and border wars in India to which
there is a great disposition in this country to contribute—some wars
ineyitable on that frontier, and some foolish. If this were the time,
I chould like to say a little mere about the prospects of Indian
revennue and commercial prosperity.

Mz. Morley is right. There 4s ‘“a great disposition in this
country to contribute’ «to the cost of “Imperialist”
operations beyond the North-West frontier of India. But

. it was choked by the decision of Anglo-Indian officers that

5

~ curiosity, of taxpayers who have votes at home.

it'is safer to impose an unjust burden on the voteless
faxpayers of India than to accept the aid, and incur the
It is the
mark of your good *TImperialist”’ to bully the weak and
truckle to the strong.

Everyone in these latter dayi; talk about Imperialism,
and boasts his devotion to the Empire, yet the ideas that
seem so gloriously pote=*~"* speeches are not always so

o3 2=

effective in the region of practical life. Natal and Aus-
tralia have been lately giving the Indians a good lesson in
the value of the Imperial idea, and that great centre of
Empire, the Holy Place at which its votaries were to
gather, the famous Imperial Institute, blessed by princes
and glorified by historians, has long been in a sad way.
Several of the richest colonies have withdrawn, the place
is deserted, the refreshment contractors have struck, and
it is finally proposed to hand over the building to the new
University of London on condition that that body assumes
all liabilities. It may be taken for granted that a few
rooms will be kept for “Imperial purposes,” and if the
refreshment difficulty remains unsolved, it will at least
remind the visitors of that poor and famine-stricken portion
of the Empire which is still forced to contmue its sub-
scription after many of its richer partners have sensibly
retired. But seriously, is it not a scandal that India amid
her financial embarrassments should have been made to
subscribe heavily to this grotesque imposture and should
be still subseribing even when it is an admitted failure ?
The Advocate of India claims that the building, apparently
the only valuable asset, should be sold for as much as can
be got, and that India should be reimbursed as far as
possible from the proceeds ; but it is to be feared that India
will regain very little of what she has lost. At any rate
the subscription should be stopped at once, if that has not
already been done. °

Mr. Michael Davitt has been amusing the readers of
the Paris Figaro by his lively account of the disinterested
virtues of Saint John Bull. ‘“He governs India by
taking his stand on altruistic principles, for her good and
not for his own. He wants to see Egypt happy, and
simply for this reason he is absolved from the dishonour

My | of breaking his engagements to Europe, engagements by

which he solemnly promised to quit the land of the
Pharaohs after having made an end of the internal
troubles caused by Arabi’s rebellion.” Mr. Dayitt goes
on to recount how the saint has waged war, man of peace
though he be, against savage races, all for their own
good and to save them from coming under the yoke of
France or Germany, constraining the perverse savages by
a treatment compounded of dynamite, gin and bibles. Nor
does the writer forget to contrast the English protests
against the concessions in Manchuria and elsewhere which
Russia has wrung from China, with the opium war and
the seizure of Wei-hai-Wei. In one point, indeed, the
Ifigaro deceives its readers. It refers to Mr. Dayitt’s
articlo as the opinion of “un Anglais.” This is to
confuse the lion with its prey. It is worthy of note that
Mr. Davitt insists that the Americans in favour of an
Anglo-American alliance are only a small, though noisy,
minority.

On another page will be found our Calcutta corre-
spondent’s report of yet another popular meeting in Calcutta
to protest against the Calcutta Municipality Bill. By last
mail, too, we have full newspaper reports of the very
important meeting on December 28, presided over by
Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee. Mr. Bonnerjee declared that *he
would be the first to welcome a change, if it be shown
that the change would improve the position of affairs;”
but he was opposed to the change proposed because ‘it
would prove disastrous’ to the town. At the same time
he frankly acknowledged that the Government were
actuated by good infentions, their object being to make
Calcutta the first town in India in point of sanitation.
They were, he thought, in error. But there was no room
for blaming anybody. Nor did anybody want to be
obstructive to the Government. ‘‘The Bill should always
be judged on its own merits.” Such was the noteworthy
attitude adopted by Mr. Bonnerjee.

Addressing himself then to criticism of the measure,
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Mzr. Bennerjeo pointed cut that it neither made the muni-
cipality a depuiment of Government nor gave the
municipality resl locel self government. It Yell between
two stovls. T be sure, in theso days, it would hardly be
an aceeptable, howeyer intellipible, step toput the adminis-
tration of Caleutta formaily and exclusively into the hands
of Guoyernment offictuls ; bt the objection isloss popularly
glaring if, as the Bill proposcs, the Governinent officials
keep the ywhip hand while tho representative element is a
mere semhblavce, fotally dovoid of initiative or of real
contral. If the fault of the present constitution lay in the
General Comniittee’s assumption of the whole work and
consequent failuve, then ohvionsly, as M. Bonnerjee
argned, {le t thing should have been to efface the
General Committee; Lut the Government, instead of doing

up another General Cominittee, just as

ind ineflicient as the present one. Mr.

Bonnerjee had no ohjection to European business members ;

on the contrary there would, Lo thought, perhaps be better

ngnagement if {here wero more such members in the

{'orporation.  But why did they not come forward?

Simply beeanse *they really had no time to give to

musicipal wwork,” and Lecause they are mere birds of

passase,” with ro abiding intercst in the country. **What
was wanted was that there should be men who had .an
abiding inter: in thie country, who had leisure, business

Tabire, and ience;” and Mr. Bonverjee thought that
plenty of nwere fo be found among the people of
that country. s would not tempt the Europeans;
to ask them was “like a child asking for the moon.”

M. Bonnerjeourged that, if flie municipality of Caleutta.
was (o be improved, this should be done upon somo such
plan as is exemplified in the municipalities of England.
He cxplained {le cous ou and operation of the County
Counal of Croyden, wlhere lie is himself a ratepuyer.
‘Why should there not he some such system in Caleutta ?
And why not separato committees with chairmen and vice-
chairmen? The time ho Loped was near when Calcutta
would Le able to manage its own affairs without the
executive licad now considered necessary. At any rate,
“he thouglit that it might bo arranged that the official
element would give cffoct to the proposals of the committee
and the Cerporation ”— that the chaivman should no longer
origitafe anl caivy out all projects. Mr. Bonnerjeo also
referied o another system Jormulated by the majority of
Commissioners appointed some time ago to enquire into
cevtain points of utta sanitation. This system involyed
the division of tle city into varvious local municipalities,
each managing its own aff the Corporation of Caleutta
heing the central body se g unity of acticn. Takeone
or another, or a third. But “to pass the Municipal Bill
as itis would be an act of unywisdom on the part of the
Governuent.” Me. Bonnerjee concluded with an expression
of hope that Sk John Woodburn, who possessed states-
manship of a rare order, would see his way cither to let
things be as they are or to improve them so as to give
more real self-government than now exists.

The meeting, as we have already stated, adopted a
strong memorial deprecating the Bill. This should be an
answor to criticisms then curvent. The Awmrita Bazar
Patrifa says that in high ofiicial cirelss the speeches
deliyered at the meeting preceding this one were regarded
s  disappoiting,” aud that it was matter of taunt that
the opponeuts of the Bl “Lave not yet submitted to
Government any claborate or well-redsoned memorial
against the meessure.” @his i3 not surprising; it would:
be surprising if it were othevwise. But as the Amrifa
Bazar Patrika goes on to remark :—

Is it reully uicsssery to prove by facts and figures that the
Minicipal Bill is a most zosctionnry measure, and that, if passed
Jnto kiw, it wiil reaily be impossible for a large section of the poorer
classes to reside in the town ? Suvely it is very difficult to cinvince
Bir Jobn Woodburn—Llozest, fntelligont and sympathetic as he is—
thay the Bill tukes uway the substunce and leaves only the shadow to
the peeple. T e cilizens now practically control the municipal affairs
of ke rown thriugh their repr 1 The latter fix the pay

itatives.
of tie chuirman, appoivt tle vice-chairman and other highly-paid
cificers, gontrel big confrects and cheek expenditures. They have
been exercising iliese powers for the last twenty-two years with
credit ‘o themsslves and their coustituents. They are now suddonly
going 10 be deprived of ail these jrivileges and reduced to mere
dumniies. TIs ary argiment necessiry to prove that this is an act of
great dvjasties snd distruction?  Says Sir John Woodburn that
the Bill does nob interfers with the elective system. But what

i8 the elective system worth, if those who are elected are not vested
with responsible powers ?

What, indeed? We hope Sir John has not developed a
blind eye to turn at will upon izconvenient facts.

The Amrita Bazar Patrika gives an account of the
genesis of the Calcutta Municipal Bill. Sir Alexander
Mackenzie, who had inherited from his guru, Sir Ashley
Eden, an aversion to representative government in Indian
cities, soon found himself at war with the municipal
commissioners, who resented his treatment. Sir Alexander
then made the discovery that Calcutta was a “den of filth
and dirt.” Some young doctors who knew mothing of
what the city had once been, or of how great an improve-
ment had been effected by the elected municipality,
on being appointed to inspect the sanitary state of the-
town, found no difficulty in agreeing with the Lieutenant-
Governor. And so the way was paved for the present
Bill.

The Sunday Speciel hits the nail on the head in its
concise remarks upon Lord Elgin’s Viceroyalty: “The
chorus of official praise which has followed Lord Elgin on
laying down office in India is,” it says, *‘ easily explained.
Lord Elgin did what the officials around him desired him
to do, and men always recognise the wisdom of their own
advice.” Precisely.

In his address to the Congress, Mr. Bose in reprobating
the withdrawal of liberties that had once been conferred,
was able to call as a witness to the impolicy of such
measures one who is the editor of an organ of Conservative
opinion in England. This was Siv Douglas Straight,
formerly a Judge of Allahabad High Court.  Sir Douglas
wrote to the Zumes as follows :—

Speaking from fifleen years’ residence in India, during which, T

hope, I kept neither my eyes nor my cars shut, I am firmly convinced
of one thing, and it is this—that while innovations and changes there
should only be very gradually and cautiously introduced, a concession
once made should never be withdrawn except for reasons of the most
paramount and pressing emergency.
Here then we have in advance a most striking condemna-
tion of the retrogade policy of the Government from one
of their own party; for it would be hard to defend any,
much less all, of its retrograde measures on the ground of
“most paramount and pressing emergency.” And the
concessions which it was proposed to withdraw when Sir
Douglas wrote were trivial by comparison with those of
which India has been deprived during the last two or
three years, or which are threatened at this moment.

On Saturday evening last (January 14), Professor A. F.
Murison delivered a lecture on *The Problem of India”
before the Tunbridge Wells Fabian Society. Remarking:
on the opportuneness of the occasion, he referred to the
frank and considerate reception of Lord Curzon of Ked-
leston as Viceroy by the Indians, and to the recent meeting-
of the Indian National Congress. In defining his subject
he quoted and dwelt on Mr. Asquith’s expression of what
‘“is or ought fo be the predominant: purpose’”’ of British
policy—the “slow but effective ~association” with the
“‘Indians, whereby we hope to aid them in “the task of
working out for themselves a larger and a better political
and social ideal.”” The slowness of such association, he
thought, was more apparent than the effectiveness. Ex-
amining first the question of external defence and pro-
tection, lie exposed the hopeless difficulties of a Russian
attacl, noted the steadfast loyalty of the Amir of Afghan-
istan, and condemned the policy of constant irritation of
the tribes. The *Forward Policy ” of the past generation
was the most expensive futility in modern history, Passing
to the questions of internal administration, Dr. Murison
dealt shortly with the disorders of the finances and the-
foolish attempt to place the currency on an artificial basis ;
the impolicy of additional railway, irrigation, and other
public works till such time as India could pay for them
out of savings; the necessity of relief to the agriculturists
by well-conceived legislation as well as by more conk
siderate administration; and the steady reduction of thé\
Home charges, commencing with an Tmperial contribution.
Recalling Lord Lawrence’s advice, ““Be just and lind,” he
insisted on the absolute necessity for sympathetic treatment
as well as for justice. The\most fundamental of all needs
was the need of knowledge—knowledge of the thought
and feeling of the people; fo'~ *he loss of touch with the
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people was the most perilous fact in the case. Hence the
recent campaign of repression, which Dr. Murison illus-
trated by tge gteldition ws, the cases of Mr. Tilak and
" the Natus, and the ridiculous Press Committees. Fortun-
ately, the National Congress remained unsilenced, ‘and
that was a power no longer to he combated, but to be
used discreetly for the guidance of the Government, if
Government had only the sense to recognise its best friend.
The large audience, by repeated suggestions, encouraged
Dr, Murison to prolong his address to an hour and a half;
and a real interest in Indian affairs was further markedly
evinced by the speeches in the subsequent discussion.

It might have been thought that the Indian Government
would be satisfied with the vigorous measures that have
lately been taken to gag the Press in British India, and
that i, would not trouble about the few papers published
in Native States; but this seems to be a mistake. According
to the Makratta, the Gulburga Samachar, a small paper
published in the Nizam’s dominions, and written partly in
Urdu and partly in Marathi, has been recently suppressed
at the request of the Officiating Resident, Mr. C. E. G.
Crawford. On May 26 last it had the temerity to publish
an article on the frequent outrages committed by Europeans
on Indians, and the inadequate punishments sometimes
inflicted ; and for this, which the newspapers of British
India have done with impunity, Mr. Crawford is said to

have d it of fully attempting to spread ill-
feeling. In the end the paper was suppressed for six
months. Such is the story as given by the Malratta,

which also publishes a translation of the article in question,
but still cherishes a hope that some other explanation of
the suspension may be forthcoming,

Among many excellent persons in this country the skill
and enlightenment with which India is governed has long
been an article of faith, As for the criticisms of the
Congress, they are a token of that monstrous ingratitude
which refuses to see in the Government of India an insti-
tution as nearly perfect as the frailty of human nature
allows. In one paper, surely an organ of sedition, we
read :—* There is no more extraordinary feature in Indian
administration than the tenacity with which blunders and
mistakes are adhered to in spite of every effort on the part
of responsible officials to eradicate them.” The Pioneer is
led to this outburst by the Report of the Director of Agri-
culture, who complains that, while in the old time
collectors and magistrates loved to plant avenues of trees
along the high roads, trees which yet remain to shade the
traveller, now arboriculture is a lost art, and when ftree-
planting is attempted, the same old mistakes are continually
repeated. This leads the Pioncer to emphasise the contrast
between * the collectors of the old régime, who knew and
loved their districts and carried out their ideas success-
fully,” and their successors, who with appointments of six
months on the average, neither know nor care to know
their districts, and think only of getting in their revenue
and making their excise settlements. The Pioncer is quite
right. It is the ignorance of their districts and still more
their estrangement from the inhabitants that renders
useless or worse than useless much of the work of even the
ablest officials.

Commenting on the arrest of one of the alleged mur-
derers of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst, the Zimes of
India says :—*“ The particulars of the murder, the trial of
Tilak and the arrest of the Natu brothers in connexion
with this political intrigue are too fresh torequire recapitula-
tion.” Now surely this sentence is unworthy of a mews-
paper of repute. Mr. Tilak was not, as the context seems
to imply, tried for the murder. Why the Natus were
arrested has never been disclosed. Tt is not even known
that it was for a political intrigue. Mr. Crowe, who tried
the murderer who has already been convicted, found no
‘evidence of chfg)imoy beyond the accused and his brother
who is now at last in custody. How then can it with any
fairness be allegt;@ that the Natus were arrested in con-
nexion with a political intrigue which had some concern
with the murder? But this is only one example of the
injustice done to the Natus by the silence of the Govern-
ment. Our contemporary goes on to thus concern-
ing the man just arrested  ““Shel* ¥ by Brahminical
influence, and sun™ ~woney, this
instrument " Tl was

securely bafiling the efforts of the police.”” Tt is unneces-
sary to refer to the bad taste of this passage. It is
sufficient to point out, as the Adrocats of India has done,
that the fugitive, far from revelling in luxury supplied by
Brahminical gold, seems to have suffered great hardships,
while the only persons who befriended him were not
Brahmins but Dacoits.

The Calcutta correspondent of the Financial Times, in a
letter dated December 8, mentions a current report that
the majority of the members of the Currency Committee
‘““ have already made up their minds,” and that the further
examination of witnesses ‘“is being conducted in a most
perfunctory manner.”

Three weeks ago two important witnesses were up for examination,
viz., Mr. Donald Graham, C.IL.E., one of the largest importers of
cotton goods into India, and Mr. Cheetham, of the firm of Messrs.
Kilburn and Co., who are interested in various Indian industries, and
particularly in the inland trade, which is so much more important
than even the foreign trade. The following members of the Currency
Committee, I am credibly informed, thought fit to absent themselves
from that day’s sitting : Sir Henry Fowler, Lord Balfour, Sir David
Barbour, Mr. Hambro, and Mr. Holland. The two witnesses, T
believe, were subjected to a very slight examination, and the impression
upon at least one of them was that the whole thing was done for
form’s sake as much as anything else. Neither of the witnessesis a
x‘;:big,i pau'tiaan of open mints, although neither favours a gold
standard.

The writer quotes the Calcutta Englishman as saying,
‘““there can be little doubt that the decision of the Com-
mittee has been already arrived at.” _

One is not surprised to learn that there is ‘consider-
able indignation ” in Calcutta at this state of affairs. The
correspondent of the Financial Times continues :—

If the members of the Committee have made up their minds, let

them say so, and leave off the further examination of witnesses.
Business men cannot afford to waste their time in this sort of way.
Mr. David Yule for enmgle was, I believe, again asked a few days
ago by the Government if he could proceed home in February to give
his evidence. He has now however rightly refused to go. Norneed
the Committee now expect to obtain any Native evidence of value;
the Native is generally adverse to expressing his opinions publicly
should they lmgfen to be against those of the Government, and it is
clear that no Native in favour of open mints would receive much
encouragement from the Committee. The feeling among a consider-
able section of the mercantile community is that the sooner the gmt
is issued the better, and that the question must be further th ed
out in Parli t; only the C i must not be rised if less
value is placed on its report than would have been the case had
a fairer hearing been accorded to those who are not in fayour of
a gold standard for India.
If these complaints are well founded, it would be interesting
to know how far the shortcomings of the Committee are
due to its refusal to admit the Press. There can be no
doubt that so long as the Royal Commission on Indian
Expenditure excluded reporters, practically no interest was
taken in its proceedings; but when reporters were ad-
mitted matters at once brisked up and all sorts of interest-
ing and important witnesses came forward. The publica-
tion of newsiaper reports at brief intervals keeps public
interest fixed and fresh, and this in its turn reacts in
a wholesome way on the proceedings of the investigating
body.

A correspondent (“ Medicus Indicus™) requests us fo
give publicity to the following suggestion :—

T do not doubt the superior wisdom of my political elders, but I for
one cannet ly see how a few stray meetings, and a couple of
stereof resolutions, are going to bring about the political emanci-
pation of our country. I donot underrate the value of such meetings
—indeed, they are the only itutional means ilable for our

ses. But even our optimistio leaders must admit the absolute
inutility ¢f these methods, and I now raise a plea for a change of our
tactics. 1 suggest that the Congress Committee, like a kindred

iation, might hold ional social gatherings which from their
novelty and smartness might attract the Tory editor, the Primrose
dame, and even that shy personage, the Anglo-Indian nabob. And
I am not altogether without hope, that under the influence of small
talk and weak tea, they may yet learn the unwisdom of their ways,
and extend to us their sympathy and co-operation. I know not of
any objection to this suggestion except the usual financial one. Buf
if my countrymen were to realise that this is a very safe and sound
investment I have no doubt that the requisite money will be forth-
coming. John Bull refuses to be drawn to our political meetings.
Let us now try to tackle him in our social gatherings. I maintain
that the experiment is worth trying, if only for the sake of an
experiment.
Our correspondent may, we think, be assured that the
British Committee of the Indian National Congress will
accord to his proposal the attention it deserves, Meantime
he might write a pamphlet entitled (say) “ How to Save

kil
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MR. BOSE’S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

THERE is no institution in India more directly the out-
come of British rule and more clearly the result of
contact with British ways of thought than the Indian
National Congress, yet not one has been more systematic-
ally depreciated by Anglo-Indians and their friends in
England. Sprung from those ideas of free speech and the
supremacy of public opinion which are now everywhere
accepted in English political life, and carried out by that
class of educated Indians which is the special creation of
British government, the Congress has yet been an object
of suspicion to the English rulers of India. Men who
come from another world to spend a few yearsin governing
India, far from welcoming the information they might gain
from its yearly meeting, cry out that the delegates are by
their training rendered too remote from their countrymen

- to be really representative. They talk about the ““silent
magses’’ as if those who have been born in India and bred
in an Indian family, and who share the language and
religion of their people, are not much better able to inter-
pret the wants and wishes of the ‘silent masses! than
are those hirds of passage whose dearest hopes and
strongest feelings are really centred in a distant island of
the West; as if this foreign education could so eradicate
all the earliost and deepest impressions of the Indians as
to make them strangers in the land of their birth. Indeed
the effects of this education, in the opinion of the typical
Anglo-Indian, seems to vary marvellously according to the
temper of the moment. At one instant it is a thin veneer
which leaves the recipient with all the supposed vices and
weaknesses of his race in full force. At another it is so
powerful as to uproot all the feelings belonging to his
country, and leave him without knowledge of or sympathy
with his unedueated fellow-countrymen. Such criticisms
are mutually destructive. But it may be suspected that
Sir Richard Garth, who onge filled the high office of Chief
Justice of Bengal, gave a truer account of the reasons that
led so many Anglo-Indians to attack the Congress. Here
are his words, as given by Mr. Bose :—

They have dared to think for themselves; and not only for them-
selyes, but for the millions of poor ignorant people who compose our
Indian empire. They have been content to sacrifice their own interests,
and to braye the displeasure of Government in order to lend a helping
hand to those poor people. They haye had the courage and the
atriotism to denounce abuses which have disgraced our Indian rule

?or years past, which have been condemned by public opinion in Tndia

and in England, end to which the Indian Government appear to cling
with a tenacity which seems utterly inexplicable. They have dared
to propose reforms which, despite the resistance of the Government,
haye beon approved by Parliament, and to endeavour to stay that
fearful amount of extravagance which has been going on in India for
years past, and has been the means, as some of our best and wisest
counsellors consider, of bringing our Eastern Empire to the verge of
bankruptey.

M. Bose quoted these remarkable sentences in his presi-
dential address to the Madras Congress, and of every
sentence that speech was in itself a most excellent con-
firmation. Tt is true that another view was put before tho
people of this country, The readers of the Zimes were in-
formed in an editorial article that “the vague and colour-
less character of the President’s address is perhaps an
indication that the movement is weakening.” Happily the
Bombay Gusette—an Anglo-Indian paper—has published
that address in full, so that it is now possible to learn at
first hand if it is vague and colourless. M. Bose, as will
be seen from another part of our present issue, began, after
some complimentary references, by drawing attention to
the era of reaction through which the British Empire in
India was now passing for the first time. Hitherto the
rate of progress had been slow, but a step once gained, a
liberty once conferred; had mever been afterwards lost.
‘What was given wes not again withdrawn. Even the one
exception to this, the Vernacular Press Act, was more
apparent than real; for the Act was soon abandoned, while
the Bill brought in six years ago to restrict trial by jury
in Bengal was defeated and never became law. So far
then with one solitary and temporary exception, self-
government and freedom, in however small a measure they
have been conferred, have never until the present period
of reaction heen afterwards taken away. But from 1896
onwards a different spirit has prevailed, distrust has taken
the place of confidence, and the great work of extending
English liberty to India has been exchanged for that of
contracting the freedom already granted. Mr. Bose traced

- this out in one department of Government after another:

in education, where he found growing disabilities and
exclusions, in the imprisonment of the Natus without trial,
in the new law of sedition, and in the Calcutta Municipal
Bill, not to speak of the Press prosecutions, the Press.
Committees and the Punitive Police force imposed on
Poona. Then followed a protest against the policy of
aggression which had led to the war beyond the frontier,
and against the conduct of the Indian Government in
refusing the assistance which England was ready to grant,
and the loss of which had rendered all reform and all im-
provement more difficult than ever. Finally, he dealt with
those measures which he thought most urgent, such as a
reform of the executive councils and police, and the-
separation of judicial and executive functions, one of the
marks of civilised government. It is surely difficult to see
anything “vague and colourless’ in a speech dealing in
detail with such specific grievances and proposing, such
specific reforms; but it may be worth while to consider if
there is anything in the treatment of each instance which
can give support to the criticism of the Zimes.

Let us take for the purpose of a more detailed examina-
tion the President’s treatment of the first two grievances on
his list, both of which relate to education. They are less
known to the readers of Ixpra than the others, and they
may seem less important ; but no injustice, even though it
only affected ome man, is ever unimportant. Every
unredressed injustice is a danger to the whole community.
The first is that ““reorganisation of the Educational
Service” which was contained in the Resolution of the
Government of India dated July 23, 1896. Some thirty
years ago, when the higher educational service in Bengal
was organised, all grades alike were thrown open to natives
of India on equal terms with those born in Europe, and
although suhsequently the pay of Indian officials was
reduced to two-thirds of that of their European fellow-
subjects, the highest offices were still open to them. It
was only by the Resolution of 1896 that this was changed,
for not only was the pay of Indian officials in this Depart-
ment fixed at about one-half of that of their English
colleagues, but they were for the first time excluded from
many of the highest posts, including the principalships of
five of the leading colleges. In fact Indians are hence-
forward to be “usually” restricted to the Provincial
Service, and since the date of the Resolution no Indian
has been appointed to the ‘Indian ” service which is to
monopolise the higher posts. As Mr. Bose, himself a high
wrangler, says:—

Natives of India, educated in the highest universities of England,

possessing the same or even much higher gualifications than their
English colleagues, of the same standing and doing the same work with
them, are to get half orless than half of the pay of the latter, are to be
excluded from the higher positions open to the latter, and may have
to serve as their subordinates. T ask you, brother delegates, is a
new barrier now to be erected against the people of this country 2
Is 2 new policy of reservation and exclusion based on considerations
of race and colour to be now inaugurated in India after sixty years
of her Gracious Majesty’s beneficent reign ?
The incident marks a step in that policy of restriction and
exclusion which seeks to oust the Indians even from the
small share they have already obtained in the administra-
tion of their country. Tere then is a statement which,
whatever may be the view taken of the grievance, cannot
be condemned as * vague.”

The President next dealt with the case of the Engineer-
ing College at Roorkee, the most important in the country,
which up to the year 1897 was open to all statutory
natives of India. In that year the right of entry was
withdrawn from “natives of pure Asiatic descent whose
parents or guardians are domiciled in Bengal, Madras and
Bombay.” But this is not all. Mr. Bose continues :—

But it seoms there is to be wheel within wheel, exception within
exception. It is only the pure natives of India of the Provinces named
who are to be shut out. Children of European or Burasian perents
seftled and domiciled in those Provinces may enjoy all the privileges
as of old. They will continue to have the appointments from the
Roorkee College still open to them, to have the advantage of select-
ing whichever Engineering College in India they like for their educa-
tion. It is no wonder perhaps that I should have heard motives
ascribed for a proceeding so extraordinary as this. I will not repeat
them ; T cannot and do not believe them.” Byt allow me to point out
that here before our very eyesis the creation of a new disqualification
founded on considerations of race.

Now here surely is a very definite grievance, not perhaps
directly affecting a great number of persons, but one which
by making ¢ pure Asiatic 7-scent” a ground of exclusion
is galling to - - ~4 opens up a vast possi-

bility o . the presentation
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of this grievance there is nothing * vague.” In both these
-cases, ftl:mh are typical of the better known ones which
follow, we have exact details of the situation, the v
words of the luti bjected to, the cl
and the extent of the exclusions to which they
How then can Mr. Bose be accused of vagueness

But if he is not e, much less is he colourless, unless
itbe colourless to be just, moderate and accurate, to beready
1o recognise whatever good the Government of India has
done, and to be strenuously loyal to the English con-
nexion, for in no other sense can his address be spoken of
as “colourless.”” Here is an example taken from his denun-
<iation of the refusal of the Indian Government to accept
a grant from the British Exchequer for the exp of the
war beyond the frontier : —

The of the Chancellor of the Exchequer at Bristol, some
Tittle time before the opening of the Parliament, led ua to hope for a
contribution from the Imperi . But our own Indian
Government, we are told, not want any help. A Government that
has to put off refl are admitted]

aff
give rise.

y 1
mmey;-vathhmHamdiuhqemof{‘- !

duties of a civilised Go by i :f

justice on a proper footing, on account, as it says, of want of funds;

a Government against the “shearing’’ policy of which at every
of P, ;nb;‘ tracts we have heard eloguent and vigorous
’ml

Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and from other
Goverument pressed by the heavy demsnds not
only of war but of a of dire calamiti lleled in

the annals perhaps of any country in the world; a Government which
is obliged to borrow ; & Government which has been compelled to

high suthorities; a

i

ckminm?ﬁmﬂtoninﬁ&ﬂythrdmafihmw&e
detriment of many i specially the # of the =
n order to avoid srious finand A that bad the

Er:cednt bei i ilar - previous

2 ore it of a sim t on ious occasion—i
vernment declining to xeceivesa!:;help iromthaEnglnh Treasury
or to be relieved of any portion of its military expenditure seems, I
must confees, to our humble understandings, about the most extra-
ordinary phenomenon one could think of.
Now how can this vigorous and decided protest be spoken
of as “colourless” ? Happily Mr. Bose’s words are now
before the public who can judge how far criticism is
justified. The public has also a criterion by which to judge
his other remarks on the Congress. If the weakening of
that t can be gauged by the “vague and colourless
character” of the President’s address, then a long and
prosperous life may be anticipated for it, and the final

of its end s may be confidently foretold.

A MAGNANIMOUS INDIAN PRINCE.
By S W. Weopersury, Baer.,, M.P.

I SHOULD like to call particular attention to a very
interesting ceremony which recently took place at
Gondal in Kathiawar; I mean the opening by his Excel-
lency the Governor of Bombay of the Girasia College
which has been founded and endowed by his Hi

the Thakore Saheb of Gondal. The special objects of
the institution were explained as follows by his Highness
when addressing Lord Sandhurst, and asking him to declare
the College open.

This College id) is specially founded for the of the land-
lmlding;tdl- %ées:‘)(;.l‘x‘adu,"yw;:nduﬂv:r mﬁ.utmc h':m the
Sanskrit word " signifyin t is to small
ehare u’f the pmdi:.ee ez! the ooqnug &;ﬂrﬁc}’om&: ohi:,’ ._Th:':a
Pfd;%l:hmnlyp yed a very important and honourable part in the

culture no less
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chiefs.
the interest, of the questions d by the terms,
will try to give an idea of the political condition of the
Britannica under the conditions of Walker's Settlement.
war
struggling with -its neighbours for sovereignty, or inde-
ndy, Brittany, or Aquitaine, so the * Taluk-
whose position was in many respects analogous to that of
contending tribes and races, was almost as unstable as a
whether he was to succeed in establishing a reigning
sink into the position of a Girasia as the vassal of his
the Gaekwar, together with an undefined amount of
the province at harvest time, ravaging crops, in default
stood on the def the enemy. They
behind the ramparts of his capital, until the point of
the internal feuds were resumed with fresh energy.
forces of the Company and of the Gaekwar advanced into
which they bound themselves to pay a certain fixed tribute;
from the visitations of the Mulkgiri Army, the British
In this way the unstable political condition of Kathiawar
existing at the time when ‘the engag;ments were made.
valleys, permanent and immoveable.
wave. But I ings of the

and to understand the traditional antagonism which for
generations has existed between them and the ruling
Only those who have studied the past and present
history of Kathiawar can realise the complexity, and also
“Talukdar,” “Grés,” “Mulkgiri Army,” “ Walker’s Settle-
ment,” ‘ Bahviwatia,” and * Rajasthanik Court.” But I
vince before and after 1807, the date on which the
ritish power first intervened, and established the Paz
Historical analogies are apt to be misleading; but it may
be said in a general way that the condition of Kathia
at the beginning of this century was, on a small scale, not
unlike that of Europe in the Middle Ages, each State
endence, or existence. Then again, as the Capstian
Ein were in continual conflict with their great feudatories
of
” or reigning chiefs, in Kathiawar had hard work to
maintain orgar and subordination among their Girasias,
feudal vassals. Thus it happened that up to 1807 the
political condition of the province, torn and divided among
troublous sea, tossed by winds and waves; the fortunes of
war deciding for each clan leader, or military adventurer,
d; and take tribute from his neighbours, or whether
he was to pay tribute to one stronger than he, or Perhaps
conqueror. To crown the confusion an over-lordship was
claimed by the great Mahratta States of the Peishwa and
tribute from each State ; and to collect this tribute each
year a large foree, known as the M“lktim Army, invaded
e
of payment, and burning the villages. en, for the
moment, the mharnal feuds were stayed, and each State
did not act together, but each chief, as a point of honour,
refused to pay; and by way of protest stood a siege
honour was satisfied by clear proof of force majeure. As
soon as this foreign invading force had retired for the year
This was the state of turmoil which was ended once and
for all in 1807 by Walker's Settlement. In that year the
Kathiawar, and through the mediation of Colonel Walker
the chiefs were induced to enter into engagements, under
e peace towards each other; and to maintain
order within their own limits. In return they were
Government undertaking the work of collecting the tribute.
became stable; a perpetual Zreuga Dei, enforced by
irresistible power, giving j to the
It was as though the waves of a stormy polar sea had,
by a sudden frost, been crystallised into mountains and
Nothing could have been better for the 187 Talukdars,
and small, who happened then to be on the crest of
hival: andm'eBaiE;uGimsin,whu himself
been an independent Talukdar the year before, who hoped

next year, by a successful revolt, to reassert his inde-
4.

It is a

P , and afterwards perhaps to carve out for himself
a sovereignty at the exgem of his neighbours! His

| the cultivators and traders; and

and all his future hopes were now gone.
Evidently there were here elements of grave disturbance;
for it was admitted that the Girasia occupied a political
position different from the ordinary subjects of the State,
in the matter of his
“Gris” or feudal holding he refused to acknowledge as

final the jurisdiction of his Talukdar, whom he regarded

The experiment is a most in one. Bat in order to | as his ad 'y, direetly i d in depriving him of
realise the i of this new educational his rights. Accordingly when a Girasia considered himself
and in order properly to app the magnammity of ged by the decision of his chief, he reasserted his
the prince in his en ise, it is n ancient right of private warfare, and went out as a
iefly to consider the origin and history of these Girasias ! ¢ Bahviwatia,” that is, an outlaw, retiring with his
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followers into the wilds, whence he struck at his
adversary’s richest villages, carrying off the plunder to
inaccessible jungles where he could defy pursuit.

Here was a fresh difficulty for the paramount power.
Haying accepted responsibility for the general peace of
the province, it could not allow the continuance of this
open disorder, whether regarded as brigandage or as
civil war. But in dealing with a Bahviwatia how was the
British Government to know whether or not he had a real
grievance? Circumstances thus placed our Government
in a dilemma. If on the one hand it granted a judicial
appeal to itself from the decisions of the Talukdar, it
thereby undermined his authority, and prevented the
orderly consolidation of his State; if, on the other hand
it sought to suppress the revolt without full enquiry, it
might be abetting a gross injustice, and placing itself in
antagonism with the sense of right throughout the pro-
vince. In this dilemma our Government adopted a middle
course, and sought to deal with these Girasia complaints
as “ political  cases, that is, by diplomatic methods; by
making informal enquiry, and tendering authoritative
advice to both parties, advising the chief to reconsider
any decision that seemed unsatisfactory, and warning the
Girasia to refrain from taking the law into his own hands.
This method had its merits, especially when worked by
such a kindly and experienced officer as Colonel Lang,
who for many years held the office of Political Agent in
Kathiawar. But it had this one great disadvantage that
there was practically no finality; cases were referred
backwards ‘and forwards, and dragged on for years, and
decades of years; the authority of the Chiefs suffered;
while the whole year round the aggrieved Girasias
followed Colonel Lang’s camp in crowds wherever he
went, complaining that no redress was given to them. A
considerable number also, weary of waiting, went out as
Bahvivwatias, and offered a fierce and sometimes successful
resistance to the troops sent against them.

Tuis sort of thing continued to go on for more than half
a century; but at last it became intolerable, and eventually
in 1873 the Rajasthanik Court was established, with
practically the t of all co d, in order to deal
with the difficulty. To this Court was granted, on behalf
of all the chiefs, jurisdiction in Girasia cases over the
whole province. It was composed of delegates from the
leading States, and was presided over by a British officer,
appointed and paid by the chiefs; and the general
principle upon which it was constituted was, that it pre-
served the jurisdiction and authority of the States, while
removing the complaint that the individual chief was sole
judge in his own cause. During a period of years this
Court has carefully enquired into the matters in dispute
between chiefs and their Girasias, and has as far as
possible removed the causes of future disagreements by
suryeying and mapping out each Girasia’s estate, and by
making a detailed register of both his rights and obliga-
tions. At the same time vigorous police measures have
been taken against the outlaws, who have no longer an
excuse for their outrages; so that now peace reigns through-
out the province.

But the peace which has brought prosperity to the rest
of the community has brought sometging like ruin to the
proud and warlike Girasias, depriving them of their occu-
pation and career. By the process of Hindu law their
ancestral estates have become subdivided, so that they
have been reduced to poverty, and have fallen into the hands
of the money-lenders, while for want of education they
have no means of restoring their fallen fortunes. Truly
their case is & pitiable one; and all those who know
Kathiawar must rejoice that the young chief has taken
pity on them, exercising a noble revenge for past
animosities by now helping them to better things.

In doing this he puts aside all mean fears, and shows a
bright example of confidence in the saving efficacy of
education. Poor feeble doubting Thomases, who tremble
lest education should undermine our Empire, will do well
to ponder the words he addressed to the Governor. Some,
he said,
express a fear that as the Girasias are generally at variance with the
Durbar, and as there is a real or supposed gulf of ill-feeling between
them, it is not a prudent policy on our part to open their eyes by
tearing away the band: which dark their intellectual vision.
I consider these fears to be entirely groundless. For I have implicit
faith in the lting infl of education, which seldom fail to

ble and h ise the i The good: of a good cause
must assert itself soon or late, and my own belief is that a cultured

PO

and well-informed mind will surely overcome wrong prejudices and
see things in their true and proper light. It makes its possessor &
loyal and useful citizen.

To these expressions Lord Sandhurst responded in the
most cordial terms ; and at the same time his Excellency
paid a just tribute to the Chief’s admirable administration,
in the labours of which her Highness the Maharani takes
a willing part.

This (he said) is a State which, I consider, demands much careful
study. It presents, perhaps, the sole example of a chief who, with his
wife, ministers daily to the re%uiml_:nents of his people, who are both
accessible to the complaints of their people, and who both make the
needs of their people their greatest care. His Highness conducts his
official and his private life upon what we consider to be the best
European lines. It is not too much to say that his Highness’s State
is admirably administered.

‘When pondering on this scene of friendly and fruitful
co-operation of East and West, certain questions suggest
themselves: Why should not our Districts be as prosperous
and contented as a well ordered Native State? And, why
should there be estrangement and distrust between the
two great branches of the Aryan race? Their origin is the
same ; after long separation history has reunited them;
their interests are identical ; each can supplement the
other; combined they represent qualities and resources
which may be made all-powerful in the world for good.

CHRONICLE OF THE WEEK.

THURSDAY, January 12.—The report of the disaster in
Uganda to Lieutenant Hannyngton’s detachment of the 27th
Bombay Infantry was confirmed by an English traveller who
had arrived at Zanzibar.—Another ‘‘mutiny” took place in
Uganda in October last in the Suaheli company of the Uganda
Rifles. It was ‘‘promptly suppressed,” and the ringleaders
were sentenced to five years' imprisonment.

It was reported from Hodeida that the Turkish troops gained
a victory over the Yemen insurgents on November 30. The
insurgents lost 4,000 and the victors 2,000 killed and wounded.
The insurrection, it was added, was far from being quelled, and
numerous desertions were reported from the Turkish ranks.

A noisy discussion took place in the French Chamber onm
an interpellation brought by M. Millevoye in reference to
the charges brought forward by M. Quesnay de Beaurepaire
against the Court of Cassation. The Minister of Justice made
s statement on the subject, and after speeches by M. de
Cassagnac and others the Chamber passed to the order of the
da

%,t wag announced that Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild had
bequeathed to the British Museum his fine cinque-cento collec-
tion, the estimated value of which was fully £300,000

It was reported from Washington that Sir Julian Paunceforte
would hold the British Embassy for another year, partly owing
to the pending negotiations in reference to the Clayton-Bulwer
Treaty, and partly to the general diplomatic situation following
the Spanish war.

FRIDAY, January 13.—Mr. Brodrick, M.P., Under-Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs, received at the Foreign Office a
deputation on the subject of slavery in Zanzibar and Pemba.
Mr. J. A. Pease, M.P., and several other members of the depu-
tation having spoken in complaint of the slow progress of
emancipation under-the Government decree, Mr. Brodrick, in
reply, stated that over 8,000 slaves had obtained their freedom
since the decree came into operation. He assured the deputa-
tion that no outside stimulus was needed to induce the
Government to push forward by every means in their power
what they felt they could do in the way of emancipation con-
sistently with security, good faith, and good government.

The Filipinos at Iloilo were displeying great activity and
preparing day and night, for resistance; but it was reported
that the Filipino Government would consent to allow the
Americans to remain and establish a protectorate on condition
that they promised to grant absolute independ within a
stated time.

Mr. J. L. Gorst, Financial Adviser to the Khedive, who
accompanied Lord Cromer to Khartum, said the great want of
the country at present was population. There was no scope
yet for the investment of capital, and any scheme for develop-
ing the Sudan by private enterprise would be premature. Time
and immigration must first settle the labour question. When
Khartum was rebuilt it would be a fine town, and would be
suitable for a winter resort. Railway communication would
probably be completed in a year. 9

It was stated that, in addition to the four battleships in- "«
cluded in the supplementary programme of naval construction
sanctioned by the House of Commons last July—two of which
were to be built by the Thames Ironworks Company and one
each by Messrs. Laird, of Birkenhead, and the Palmer Ship-
building Company at Jarrow—two more battleships were to
be built on the Clyde, one by the Clydebank Company, and

the other by the Fairfield Company.
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SATURDAY, January 14.—Count Muravieff, it was stated,
had addressed a circular to the European Cabinets stating that
in spite of recent events the Russian Government was still of
opinion that the convocation of the Peace Congress was
advisable. The place of meeting would be some capital of
secondary importance, such as Brussels or Copenhagen.

Nubar Pasha, the ex-Premier of Egypt, died in Paris where
he had lived in retirement for some years past. He was born
in 1825.

Mr. Cecil Rhodes arrived in London from Cape Town.

MonDAY, January 16.—Colonel Pilkington (Conservative)
was nominated to fill the vacancy in the representation of the
Newton Division of Lancashire, created by the succession of
the Hon. T. W. Legh to the peerage; and as no other candidate
was nominated Colonel Pilkington was declared duly elected.

TUESDAY, January 17.—Mr. John Morley addressed the
first of a series of meetings of his constituents at Brechin. In
the course of a memorable speech he said that less than a year
ago the Prime Minister expressed a strong belief that there
was a danger of public opinion in this country undergoing a
reaction from the doctrines of thirty or forty years ago, and of
a belief springing up that it was our duty te take everything
we could get, to fight everybody, and to make a quarrel of
every dispute. Tord Selisbury described that as a very
dangerous doctrine, and to that description he (M. Moﬂey&
assented. There was a dangerousreaction and there was a sprea
of a dangerous doctrine, and that doctrine and that reaction had
found their way into the Liberal party. It was in these
circumstances that Sir William Harcourt had thought it his
duty to resign the leadership of the Liberal party. There
had been cross-currents, and it was impossible, either inside
the House of Commons or elsewhere, that Sir William Harcourt
could speak with the authority of a united party. He refused
to embark the Liberal party in' any sort of competition with
the Jingoes on either side, or to rival those who would
influence international difficulties. No man could continue to
lead a party when his authority was exposed to question—
question direct and question indirect—and when it was
impossible for him to refute that challenge or to deny that
there was substance in that question. He (Mr. Morley) had
had no share in creating the cross-currents to which he had
referred. Many a time last year he stood aside in the
House of Commons in order to avoid making differences with
his party. His decision to stand aside was taken before Sir
William Harcourt’s resignation, though the grounds of his
action were not substantially different from Sir William’s. He
had no resignation to tell them of, because he had nothing
to resign, and if he now asked leave to take no longer an active
and responsible part in the formal counsels of the heads of the
Liberal party, he begged them to believe that that decision
was not tinged with the shadow of a shade of personal feeling,

' nor was it associated with any ground of blame or complaint
with any of his colleagues on the front Opposition bench in
the House of Commons. Above all, they might be assured
that just as he had been all his life a loyal and convinced and
unwavering adherent of the Liberal party, so now, for whatever
of public life might remain to him, he would be as zealous and
as eager as he had ever been in co-operating for the advance-
ment of every Liberal cause and the clear-sighted and vigorous
application of every Liberal principle. He might be asked to
define & ““Jingo.” He did not feel bound to do so, but he
knew one when he saw him, and one thing he would not do—
he would not go about the country saying fine things about
Mr. Gladstone and at the same moment sponging off the slate
all the lessons Mr. Gladstone taught them. They might call
it Imperialism if they chose, but Imperialism brought with it
militarism, and militarism meant a gigantic expenditure daily
growing. It meant the increase in the Government of the
power of the aristocratic and privileged classes. It meant a
profusion of the taxpayer's money everywhere except in the
taxpayer's own home. Militerism must mean war, and it was
not the hateful demon of war but white-winged peace that had
been the nurse and the gnardian of freedom and justice and
well-being over that great army of toilers upon whose labours,
upon whose privations, and upon whose hardships, after all,
the greatness and the strength of empires and of States were
founded and were built up.

‘WEDNESDAY, January 18.—Sir W. Harcourt, in a letter to
the editor of Young Wales, said he noted the misgivings and
alarm at a turning aside of a section of the Liberal party to
dance to the strains of jingoism, and the fear lest the preva-
lence of this unhappy spirit should again, as it had so often
before, obstruct progress and paralyse reform. It gave him,
however, lively satisfaction to know that Young Wales was not

Todbanatl

impreg; d with the mesmeric influences of
jingoism. e
Mr. John Morley, speaking at a meeting at Arkouth in
ion with the national memorial to Mr. Sisdstone, said

such an occasion as that on which they w=-o-met showed that
after all, whatever diﬁ'erences“g;ab\fﬁqde us, we were a
united nation ; and it was a_z thing for each one of them
to know thah='-——s vamble of feeling reverence and admira-
tion for a hi _racter when such a character presented itself.

-

THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL * BILL.

o

ANOTHER PUBLIC PROTEST.

IMPORTANT MEETING OF MERCHANTS AND OTHER
RATEPAYERS.

[By CaprE, FROM OUE OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

CAvrourra, January 17.

A further meeting to protest against the Calcutta
Municipal Bill has been held here at the mansion of
Réjé Rajendra Mallick.

Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose, barrister-at-law, who presided,
said that the Bill was uncalled for, mischievous and re-
actionary; that it was unworthy of the best traditions of
Anglo-Indian government, and an illustration of the
tendency to reverse the beneficent policy of trust and
confidence in the people.

Mr. Avetoom, barrister-at-law, in seconding, and in-
fluential Tndian ratepayers in supporting, the memorial
expressed the view that the best men, with self-respect,
were not likely to come forward for municipal administra-
tion under the Bill,

Nearly 2,000 people were present, including “many
Indian merchants.— By Indo-European Telegraph.

The following letter (dated January 11) from Mr. Romesh
Dutt appeared in the Times of Friday last, January 13:—

I bave read with much interest your article on this subject in
the Times of this morning, and your remarks about having a
strong executive in Tndian municipalities, and reserving in the
central Government stringent powers of control. I have my-
self been an executive officer in India all through my official
life, and I entirely agree with yon on both these points. To
have a weak executive or to reserve no powers of control in the
central Government would be ruin to progress in India.

‘What my countrymen urge is that both these objects could
be secured without absolutely destroying the representative
system as the Calcutta Municipal Bill proposes to do. The
framers of the present Bill have, perhaps unconsciously, gone
too far; and my countrymen demand that the Bill may be so
modified as to secure the needed reforms without destroying
self-government in Calcutta.

In Bombay eight members out of twelve in the executive
committee are elected by the people’s representatives. In Cal-
cutta it is-proposed to allow the people’s representatives to
elect only four members out of twelve in the executive com-
mittee. To give the people two votes out of three in the

tive ittee is r ble. To give them one vote out
of three, as is proposed in Calcutta, is to reduce the representa-
tive institution into a farce. Calcutta has done rather better
than worse than Bombay in the past; why preserve the repre-
sentative institution in Bombay and virtually abolish it in
Calcutta ?

Surely it is not too late yet to come to a reasonable compro-
mise. The new Viceroy and the present Lieutenant-Governor
of Bengal do not wish to alienate the people who have done
good work during twenty-two years, and worked loyally and
zealously during the late plague scare in Calcutta; and T
venture to hope that they will adopt some method which will
secure the objects of the present Bill without destroying the
representative institution. If the people’s representatives were
permitted to elect eight members including a certain number
of Mahometan members, and if the European merchants elected
four members, and if the Government appointed the chairman
and also reserved sufficient powers of control, all objects would
be gained.

MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI IN THE NORTH
OF ENGLAND.

MEETING AT HYDE.

[Frox A Sprorat CORRESPONDENT. ]
Mr. Dsdubhai Naoroji was the principal speaker at a meeting
held wn Tuesday, the 17th inst., at the Wi Jubilee Schools,
t Hyde, Cheshire, under the chairmanship of Rev. H. Enfield
Dowson.

Mr. Naorout said he had a deep sense of the necessity of cultivating
good relations between England and India, and ially between
Lancashire and India. It was Lancashire that ought to take the
lead and to understand her duty first, and if Lancashire made up her
mind to do what was right and what it was her duty to do he had not
the least doubt that England would follow. There were precedents
for that, and to find one he need go no further back than the abaolition
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of the Corn Laws. When Lancashire put down her foot the Corn
Lawa disappeared, and if Lancashire would make up her mind to
understand the real Indian problem and do her duty as well as consult
her own selfichness he was quite sure it would be good both for India
and England. (Hear, hear.) He had some relations with Lanca-
shire. e had been connected with that county for more than
twenty-six years as a man in business, and he had had the opportunity
of knowing Englishmen generally and Lancashire men particularly,
and why it was that the relations between England and India were
not sucg as they ought to be. In the course of a short but interesting:
sketch of how the relations had arisen and what they had been from
the beginning of the connexion between India and Britain, he said it
was a misfortune that the t of those relati was
unfortunate and that the evils sown at the commencement of that
conpexion continued to the present day. He had faith in the British
public, however, and he believed if they were once roused and would
only understand their duty and position in the matter their it

their own blind and selfish purposes? Lancashire atleast must stand
up snd procleim that India should be governed on the lines which
had been already laid down during the last sixty-five years. He
wished to point out as a peculiar circumstance that India wished to
be under British guidance and British supremacy, so that she might
learn the new political lesson of British citizenship, that the people
were not for the king, but that the king was for the people. (}ii[ear,
hear.) And to that end there had been established that institution
which was called the Indian National Congress. That was & unique
ph It brought together diff creeds, colours, and
nationalities—as they were 5o called, though in India there was only
one ionality—who di d questi in the English lan

and like an English institute. (Hear, hear.) If there was ome
thing more than another which would tend to strengthen the
bonds between the Indian and the British people, instead of
leaving the former to become our opponents, it was the Indian
National C But Anglo-Indians were blind in every respect,

wonld prick them, and they would give the Indian people redress.
That faith, which he first expressed as far back as 1853, when they
started the Bombay Association, had remained with him, and the
longer he had lived in this country—since 1855—the more he was
satisfied that if he could only succeed in eatisfying the British people
that they were on the wrong track and that they had been going
entirely upon wrong lines, they would turn round and come upon the
right lines. In the early days of our rule in Tndia the oppression and
corruption of the Anglo-Indian were, he said, notorious, and there were
men, even Anglo-Indians themselves, like Sir Thomas Munro, Elphin-
stone, Lord William Bentinck, and many cthers, who denounced
the whole policy. The matter was taken up in the most serious and
thorough English manner, and the result was the Act of 1833. That
great emancipation and Reform Bill of 1833 was intended to rectify the
mischief which had been caused by the existing system of rule. The
object of that Bill was to treat the Indian people as fellow citizens
instead of as slaves or helots. That was considered by the Indian
people as their great charter, and as far more important to them than
the Reform Bill was to the people of England, because it was a
declaration of policy by the British people that the Indian people were
to be treated as true Britich subjects without distinction of creed or
colour. What more could they want? Had that Act of Parliament
been honourably and faithfully adhered to by those in whose hands
the government was placed, he would have addressed that meeting in
far different language than that which he was now obliged to use.
But it was of no use crying over spilt wmilk. The past was past, and
the responsibility lay upon the heads of the English people to under-
stand the present and guide the future. Though the Court of
Directors sent out a despatch to India saying that there should be no
longer any white caste, and that the whole spirit of government
should be based upon the principle of righteousness and equality
between one Briﬁs{osubject and another, it was all to no purpose.
The British public laid down the policy, but they did not take care to
see that their servants carried it out. Thus the canker remained, and
the Act of 1833 was a dead letter. Twenty years passed away, and
the mistakes of Indian admini: ion came under the notice of Mr.
John Bright and others of his mind. (Applause.) He was glad to
hear that cheer, for the name of Bright was engrafted in the hearts
of the Indian people and they would never forget it. Mr. Bright
espoused their cause and pressed it energetically, but all to no pur-
pose. Then came the Mutiny, and the British public were again
roused. The misfortune of India was that the British people were
only roused up when some catastrophe took place. (Hear, hear.)
They never looked before them, and they never considered the fact
that nearly cne-fifth of the human life of the world was under their
control, and that they had the responsibility of governing these
people in a way which should redound to their credit and their
profit at the same time. What they in Indie had to ask was
that the British people should look into the matter themselves,
because, as the Chairman had very truly said, the problem of
India was our greatest problem. -India was lost Britain sank
into insignificance, and Lord Curzon in ome of his speeches
on India admitted that fact in the strongest language possible.
It was not the time for him to go into the causes of the
Mutiny. The great proclamation which followed was even a greater
charter for the people of India than the Act of 1833, because it gaye
them to understand, in far more emphatic language, that the

and now that they had created this power they thought it would be
a very good thing to repeal if, and they minimised it and laughed at
it. Never was anything more suicidal. Great Britain had ruled in
India for the past 150 years or nearly 200 years, and what had been
the result of it in the shape of special benefit to them ? In India there
were 300,000,000 with whom they had the most perfect free trade;
and what was the result? How much British produce went to
India? They exported altogether to the whole world something like
£300,000,000 worth of British produce. One would suppose that
TIndia, being under their own charge and influence, where they could
make their own laws and where they were believers in free trade—as
he believed in it—they would do a trade with the 300,000,000 people
of India compared with which their trade with the whole world would
be insignificant. (Hear, hear.) And what was the reason it was not
80? Out of that £300,000,000 worth of produce which they sent to
the people of the whole world they sent to India, with its 300,000,000
people, hardly £25,000,000 or £30,000,000 worth, with all the increases
of trade that were being continually dinned into their ears. That was
about a shilling per head per annum. Were they satisfied with that
result from their own selfish point of view? Ought that to be the
result of their rule of 150 years? The reason for that state of things
was that they bled and drained the Indian people of their wealth, and
they had nothing wherewith to pay for British produce, and the
result was that one section of the British people was impoverished,
while the whole of the British people whose bencfit lay in trade, did
not derive the benefit to which they were entitled. (Hear, hear.)
Supposing the policy were changed, and the policy which had been
laid down were carried into effect. He was not asking for any new
policy; he was asking only that the promices and pledges which
they had given by Acts of Parliament should be carried cut. If that
could be done what would be the result? If they were released from
that abominable policy of draining and bleeding, the people of India
would prosper as much as the people of Great Britain prospered.
Sir John Lawrence had laid it down that the British people were only
roused when a great famine took place. But did they know that year
after year scores of millions of people went on insufficient food and
that when a drought came they were swept off by millions? The
blood of that famine lay upon the heads of the people who bled and
drained them, because, in qr , they had nothing to fall back
upon. If the conditions were changed, and the people allowed to
prosper, then, if Great Britain could export goods to India in the
proportion of £1 per head per annum, what would that mean? It
would mean that they would send as much produce to India as they
were now sending to the entire world, He asked them to think of
these things. They might be selfish, but they should be intelligently
selfish. At present they were simply destroying the bird that laid
the golden egg, and which they might make lay fen golden eggs, if
they would only nourish it. Let them fulfil their promises like
honest Englishmen, and they would immensely benefit not only the
people of India but the people also of this country. (Applause.)

A resolution was i ly adopted which deplored that the
Governments of the United Kingdom and India bad not faithfully
and honourably carried out the wishes of the British people towards
their fellow subjects the people of Imdia, in violating the engage-
ments made by Act and R ion of Parli ; and idered i
unworthy of this nation that the Indian people shonld be called upon
to bear all ergend.iture incurred for purposes in which both countries

principles of Government in India shonld be those of rigl
and eecurity. But had that promise been fulfilled? Let the British
eople ask themselves. No pledge could be more sacred or more
inding, but it has been utterly disregarded. Sir Stafford Northcote,
in 1867, took a more enlightened view of the matter, but without
avail. There were many men who had seen that the whele thing
was rotten, and amongst others who knew best was Lord Salisbury.
He had the candour to write deliberately, as Secretary of State for
Indm,‘ in a minute written in cold blood, and to acknowledge that
the principle upon which the whole system of Indian Government was
based was simply, ¢ India must be bled.”” That was the truth, the
reality. The romance was that India was benefitted, blessed, and
made prosperous by British rule. The reality was as Lord Salisbury
said, that “India must be bled.”” That was at the bottom of the
whole rule, and the drain which took place inflicted upon the country
the most terrible misery. Lord Lytton acknowledged, in distinct
terms, that the conduct of the Gov: in both ies had been
full of deliberate and transparent subterfuges. He (Mr. Naoroji)
asked whether the British Beople were satisfied with the ‘sendition of
things? (Cries of “ No.”) Did they really mean that ‘‘ India must be
bled”? Some of the leading staf: of to-day—TLord Rosebery,
Mr. ith, Tord Salisbury, had proclaimed that wherever
Englishmen went their object was to raise the people who came under
their sway. That was the wish of the British people, but it was a
pious wish—(laughter)—their servants did not give effect to it. Lord
Curzon had very properly said that if India was lost the sun of
British empire would set. He (Mr. Naoroji) asked the people of this
country to ask themselves whether they really meant to benefit man-
kind and those who came under their rule, or simply to use them for

‘were

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.
FOURTEENTH SESSION.
ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. A. M. BOSE.

We give below a full report of the first part of the address
delivered by Mr. A. M. Bose at Madras on December 29 last, as
President of the 14th Indian National Congress. We shall take
another op ity of printing the luding portion of Mr. Bose’s
Address.  He said:—

Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,—When the heart is
full, fewest and simplest words are the best. Let me therefore only
say I thank you most sincerely for the honour you have done me by
electing me as your President—one so unworthy of the honour, so
conscious of his deficiences. Permit me to ask for your good wishes
that I may not wholly fail to discharge the arduous duties to which
your voice has called me, that still not fully recovered from the effects
of a rceemt illness, strength may be given me to be not wholly
inadequate to the responsibilities that devolve on me. It is to your
indulgence, to you: Xindness and your sympathy, that I look for that
help which I need to ena’i>me to preside over your deliberations in
the Session now opening before us, and T am sure I dp not ask for

this in vain. -
MR. GLADSTONE.

Brother Delegates, as I rise to address you n:, 1ght goes to

N
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that dear land with which it has pleased Providence in its kindness
to link the destinies of this great and ancient country. Iadies and
Gentlemen, this I believe is the first meeting of the Congress, since
its birth, from which no message of congratulation on his returning
birthday will go the great Englishman—the greatest of his age—
whose earthly career came to its end on the Ascension Day of the
ear now about to close. On every 28th of December, as it came
ack, it was the privilege of the I;P;reaident of the Indian National
Congress to ask for your authority—and that authority was given
with glad enthusiasm—to send a telegram of felicitation to Mr.
Gladstone. That privilege will not be mine. That duty henczforth
will remain unperformed. The saintly statesman to whom—as to
Savonarola of old, the fourth centenary of whose martyrdom too falls
on this year—politics was a part of his religion; the Christian
warrior who fought the fight of freedom for Hngland and not for
England alone; whom Bulgaria and Greece, whom Armenia and
Ttaly, yea cven distant India, mourns no less than his own country ;
the friend of the weak and the helpless in whatever tongues their
wails might be uttered ; the ‘“bravest of the braye’ in every good
cause however hopeless, as Lord Rosebery described him in that
oration in the House of Lords which will live, has gone to his rest
amid the tears of a united nation. Never was the strife of parties so-
hushed, the deepest love of the country o drawn, its noblest feelings
80 stirred, as when that great soul departed this life. ‘“In the use
of all his gifts,”” said the Archbishop of Canterbury at St. Paul’s,
‘ there was ever the high purpose, ever the determination, to the
utmost of his knowledge and power, to obey the law of God.”” It
was my privilege to visit in humble reverence the room in Liverpool
where Mr. Gladstone first saw the light. I lived for a few days
opposite to that room as the guest of one of the dearest friends I
made in England. Tt was my privilege to stand beside his grave in
the Abbey, which is the last resting place of the greatest of that
land, and to take part with Englishmen of all parties in many
demonstrations in his honour. And if it is not my privilege to-day,
standing in this place, to send any earthly wire to Mr. Gladstone,
let us all in this great gathering—the greatest and the highest that
educated India knows—with bowed heads, take to heart his great
memory, cherish with affection the lessons of his noble life, and send
our spirits’ greetings of love and reverence to him in that world
which he has now entered, and where perchance affection’s messages

are not wholly lost.
Tee New VicEroy.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I should have liked to dwell on some of the
lessons of that life—lessons of special import to us, and not to us only
but to those also in whose hands God has entrusted the government
of this country, and the fate for weal or woe of its vast population.
But from the great Englishman who has passed away, let us turn to
another Englishman—tie greatest by virtue of his position during
his stay amongst us, the august representative of our beloved
Sovereign—who in a few days will land on India’s shores. Iam
sure, brother delegates, I give expression to your unanimous feeling
when on your behalf I tender our cordial weleome to Lord Curzon.
There is no higher wish I can express for him than that when the
time comes for him to step down from his exalted office, he may carry
with him from the people of this country some portion of that
blessing and that love which have followed Mr. Gladstone on
quitting the scene of his earthly labours from many nations and
many lands, that he may find a place in their hearts by the justice
and the righteousness of his rule, and reign there when the
external emblems and pomp of power—how temporary after all
—will haye been laid aside. I know of no higher or mere unique
responsibility than that which appertains to the office of the Viceroy of
India, called upon to bear the burden of guiding the destinies for
happiness or misery of nearly three hundred millions of fellow-beings
in a distant and an unfamiliar land—a responsibility which might tax
the energies and try the powers of the most gifted and the most
capable of men, which requires for its fulfilment the highest qualities
not only of the head, but also of the heart; the cool head and the
sober informed judgment, the administrative skill and ripe experience,
no less than the precious gift of sympathy with those who have no
vote or voice, the divine gift of the insight of the spirit which can see,
can enter into and realise, the feelings of an unfamiliar people. His
lordship’s recent utterances fill us with hope. To exhibit British
power inspired by the ideal of Christ, based therefore, may we not
say, on the Law of Love and the Golden Rule, to treat the men of
the East as if they were of like composition with the men of the
‘West, to be fired with sympathy with all races, creeds, ﬂ.n§ classes of

as an invulnerable barrier against any foreign foe who may be mis--
guided enofigh to assail India’s peace or threaten India’s frontier.

A Vrirat Prosrmy.

But if T will not refer to questions of external
me refer to an unhappy, and if not checked, even d y
which has within the last few years manifested itself in regard to
questions of internal policy, and which deserves far more attention
than it has yet received. So vitally important to the welfare of India
and to the honour and interest of England do I consider this matter
to be, so tial to the ing of misapprehensions and to mutual
understanding, to the restoration and growth of that feeling of
sympathy, love and confidence between the rulers and the ruled,
which is the basis of good government, that with your permission,
brother delegates, I shall make this my main theme to-day, and
devote the principal part of the time at my disposal to an examination
of the facts which show the existence of this tendency and its
vigorous growth, of the consequences of its existence, of its remedy,
and some subjects intimatel ted with it. In the present crisia
I feel, and I am sure you will agree with me, we cannot attempt to
do a greater service to the cause of good government than to draw
attention to this important problem.

THE Dirk TmE OF REACTION.

policy, as such, et

in the

Ladies and g it has been a ti
past, as no doubt it will sometimes be in the future, as to the ratz of
in the ion of 1 tary rights of citizenship to

the people of this country. But slow and cautious, to many minds
even too tardy, as the advance has been, an advance once made has
never been retracted, a ion to freedom once granted has never
been withdrawn, progress and not ion, growin
and not unworthy reaction, nearer approach and not wider separation,
attempt at fulfilment of pledges solemnly and sacredly given and not
their practical cancellation, has been so long the usual order of things
in the British administration of India. This is the foundation on
which all the best statesmen of the past, all the noblest Englishmen
whose privilege it has been to take part in the government of the
country, and of whose memory England is proud to-day, have built
up the splendid fabric of the Indian Empire. Once indeed, exactly
twenty years ago, a i 'y, piece of legislation found its way
into the Statute Book. I refer, I need hardly say, to the Vernacular
Press Act of Lord Lytton. But the potent voice of the great
English people made itself heard, and it was not allowed long
to stay there. It was soon withdrawn and the speedy reyersal
of that retrograde legislation served only still more to emphasise
and to confirm the permanent policy of steady advance to which
I have referred, a policy 8o worthy of the honour, of the glorious
traditions and the best interests of the country with which Providence
has linked our fate. Some of us fought in the dark days of that
happily temporary period of reaction; and I vividly remember the
perils and the difficulties amid which we fought. Let me ask you,
brother delegates, to take to heart the augury afforded by that
reversal, and to feel assured that if only we are earnest, if only we do
our duty and labour on and faint not, the innate sense of justice of
the British people will not long allow the darker tide of the present
day to roll on.

REORGANIZATION OF THE EDUCATIONAT. SERVIOE.

I have charged the Gove t with tion, with r ing the
wise and beneficent policy of the past. I confess it is a heavy
indictment to bring. I should be happy indeed—none happier—if
T could think or find that T am mistaken in the view I have taken.
But, ladies and gentlemen, I cannot shut out from my view stubborn
faots which crowd around me. ILet me place before you a few of
those facts—they are only a sample—taken from the history of the
last two years in proof of this charge, which is no pleasure but deep
pain to bring.

The first perhaps in point of time is what is euphemistically known
as the “ Reorganisation of the Educatil Services in India’’ con-
tained in the resolution of the Government of India in the Home
Department, dated July 23, 1896, but which came into effect later
on. I cannot enter into the details of the matter, but let me briefly
present the salient features of the sitnation. The dates T shall give
relate to Bengal. Probably the same dates apply to the other Provirces
also. There are three stages in the history of this matter showing
the course of the backward march. The first was when the higher
Tducational Service of the country was organised and the Graded
System, introduced now a little more than thirty years ago. The
gracious promises and the noble words of her Majesty the Queen on
the ion of the direct Government of India, which will ever

=

her Ma.jesty’s subjects, is indeed a basis of ip and a
standard of success worthy of the high office to which his lordship
has been called. May He who is the Common Father of wus all, and
to whom all nations are as one, give to our coming Viceroy strength
and guidance and grace to carry out this ideal and fulfil these hopes.
To Lord Curzon will fall the honour of carrying for the first time
British administration of a united India into a new century. May
that century open in sunshine and brightness and hope, free from the
shadows which linger over the land not only from the calamities of
nature, but also from the weaknesses of man.

Ax ErA or DOMESTIO REFORM.

The new Viceroy will take charge of affairs at a time not devoid of
anxiety. I will not refer here to questions of frontier policy. They
have been discussed during the year both in England and India.
TLord Curzon has been credited with ¢‘advanced’ views on the
frontier question. But as the result of that discussion, by the light:
of further experience since the statesmanlike policy of Lord Lawrence
and the distingunished men who followed him has been reversed, and

live in our hearts and will form the charter of our rights, were then
frosh in the people’s minds and had not been forgotten; and to the
highest grades of that Educational Service, natives of India were
then admitted on exactly the same footing as their English fellow-
subjects. There was no difference either in position or in pay based
on race or nationality, but merit had an equal recognition in whom-
goever of the Queen’s subjects, Indian or English, it was found.
This policy of the ‘‘open door’” was not merely on paper and in pro-
fession, but was invariably carried out, a great many natives of
India actually rising to the highest and other grades in the service
and receiving the same pay as their English brethren in those grades.
Then came the second stage. This in Bengal was about twenty
years ago. The highest appointments in the Education Department
still remained, as of old, freely open to the natives of India, but it
was ruled that they were to receive only two-thirds of the pay of
their English colleagues doing the same work. And now in 1896
came the last stage of all. The status of Indian members in the
higher ranks was still further lowered, their pay was still further

duced from thirds to virtually ome-half of their English

on a nearer study of the financial and other urgent and p 3
needs of the Er~=*- entrusted to his care, all India, irrespective of
o , ventures earnestly to hope that his lordship will
sacity and his great energy to initiating an era of

< educational progress and industrial development,

:nted, prosperous and progressive India with its

as the best bulwark and the strongest defence, yea,

colleagues ; and sadder still, they were now for the first time excluded
from certain of the higher appointments in the Department. In
Bengal for instance principalships of five of the leading colleges,
‘besides several other appoint ts, are h forth to be reserved for
members of what is to be known as the ¢ Indian Service,”” so called

apparently because under the new scheme there are practically to be
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no Indians in that Service. There is the word ‘““usually” in the
sentence which restricts natives of India to the Provincial Seryice ;
but as we know, in spite of every effort and repeated application,
no Indian has yet been appoinfed by the Secretary of State in
England. Natives of India, educated in the highest universities of
England, possessing the same or even much higher qualifications than
their English colleagues of the same standing, and doing the same
worlk with them, are to get half, or less than half, of the pay of the
latter, are to be excluded from.the higher positions open to the
latter, and may have to serve as their subordinates. I ask you
brother delegates is a new barrier now to be erected against the
people of this country ? TIs anew policy of reservation and exclusion,
based on considerations of race and colour, to be now inaugurated in
India after sixty years of her Gracious Majesty’s beneficent reign ?
Is the stream of liberty for the people of India to be a broadening,
widening, deepening stream, or is it to be a narrowing, dwindling,
vanishing channel like some sacred rivers of old lost in the sands?
Is this the way in which effect is to be given to the gracious promises
of our noble Queen, to the solemn pledges of the British Parliament, to
the repeated assurances of our rulers? The worst of it is that so far
a8 we can judge from the resclution—and it is a lengthy document—
this aspect of the question does not appear to have been even con-
Aidered by the Government of India. To tell you the truth, I would
give a great deal to have the opportunity of a face-to-face discussion
with the authors of the scheme, 8o indefensible is the measure and so
strong are the facts of the case. May we not hope that Liord Curzon
will some day find time to look into the matter for himself and redress
the wrong that has been perpetrated ?

ExXCLUSION FROM ROORKEH.

My next sample will also relate to matters educational. I
purposely select them for they at any rate cannot have any mysterious
political reasons to influence their decision.

‘Will it be believed — a_distingunished Anglo-Indian gentleman
before whom I mentioned it in England would 7ot believe it—that
the privilege of admission to the Engineering Class at Roorkee, the
most important in Tndia, and of competition for its guaranteed
agfointments which was freely open to all statutory natives of India
till the year 1896, is no longer 50 open. From the year which of all
others ought to have been the gladdest of years to us—the year to
which we had looked forwards with longing hope for fresh privileges

and added rights—the year of her Gracious Majesty’s Diamond
Jubilee—from that year this privilege has been withdrawn from
¢ Natives of pure Asiatic descent whose parents or guardians are
domiciled in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay.”” T cannot congratulate
the Government on this further carrying out of the policy of exclusion,
of the policy of creating new barriers, of the shutting in of the
‘‘oren door.”” But it seems there is to be wheel within wheel,
exception within exception. It is only the pure natives of India of
the Provinces named who are to be shut out. Children of European
or Eurasian parents settled and domiciled in those provinces may
enjoy all the privileges as of old. They will continue to have the
ppoi t8 from Roorkee College still open to them, to have
the advantage of selecting whichever Engineering College in India
they like for their education. It is no wonder perhaps that I should
haye heard motives ascribed for a proceeding so extraordinary as this.
I will not repeat them. I cannot and do mot believe them. But
allow me to point out that here before our very eyes is the creation
of a new disqualification founded on considerations of race. If this
iy not a reversal of the policy of the past, which recognised no
distinction of race, colour, or creed, at any rate at Roorkee, will any
of our Anglo-Tndian friends kindly tell us what reversal means ; and.
if this is not going backward, then what the definition of that
Pprocess may be? May we respectfully ask how long is this process to
continue? Is a ukase to issue, shutting say the doors of the
Presidency College or the University at. Calcutta against the people
of the N.W. Provinces or the Punjab, against the students of
Madras or of Bombay on the ground that they have Universities of
their own? Or why confine ourselves to India? I conld sooner
imagine my sinking to the bowels of the earth than of my own
University of Cambridge or of my own college of Christ’s, with its
bright memories of kindness which I can never forget, shutting its
doors or refuging its prizes to the natives of India even though they
be guilty of being of ‘‘pure Asiatic descent.’”” The Bombay
Presidency Association, the Indian Association of Calentta, and T
believe other associations sent memorials to the Government of India
against this exclusion, rendered not more palatable or more Jjustifiable
by reason of its inyidious character, but to no avail. The Government
see no reason, the memorialists are informed, only in July last, * at
Ppresent to re-open the matter.”” May we be permitted to think that
in the words ¢ at present *’ there is some door yet left for hope ?

TMPRISONMENT 1IN BRITIsH INDIA WiTHOUT TRIAL.

Let me now come to the matter of the brothers Natu, two
prominent citizens of Poona, impri d with trial, detained i

gaol without charge, without even any knowledge on their

in
p’arf. as to

her, and had attempted to corrupt or pervert a policeman. The most .
diligent enquiry has hitherto failed to -elicit any information as to
who this threatened midwife and this incorruptible policeman
could be, or anything as to this mysterious letter and its writing.
Is it necessary to mention the famous Pigott case to show
the danger of an ¢z-paite investigation—if indeed there has been any
investigation at all in the present case—even when it is conducted
with the highest skill and the greatest sense of responsibility? What
the next version of this affair may be we cannot yet say. If indeed
no . trial could be held, if indeed there be no proyision for these
““tricks ”’ in our Penal Code, the most drastic in the world, the most
easily changeable at the will, and to suit the will, of the authorities,
a8 we know to our cost, is there any reason why there could not ati
least be a departmental enquiry in the presence of the victims of this
arbitrary order in which they could be told of their offence, confronted
with their now anonymous accusers, and asked for their defence?
Englishmen point, and justly point, the finger of scorn at Russia for
her arrests by administrative order and detentions without trial. I
presume these are authorised by the laws of that land. Whole
England, irrespective of party or class, yea the whole civilised world
outside France, has d. d in the st t terms the d =)
tion of Dreyfus; because, though he knew what the charges were
which he had to meet, though he was put on his trial and defended
by counsel, though witnesses against him were examined in his
presence and cross-examined by that counsel, though he had every
opportunity to put forward his defence, yet there was one document
shown to the judges who condemned him which was not shown to
him or his advocate—and that on the ground that ‘the divulging of
that document was fraught, in the opinion of the responsible
ministers of France, with grave political danger to the country, in-
volying the risk of war with a neighbouring Power. I will not
pause, ladies and gentlemen, to compare, to present in sad contrast,
the circumstances of that casge which has been so universally
denounced by all Englishmen, with the circumstances of the case of
the Natus. 4

It may be said, I have heard it said, that after all it is a question
affecting two men out of the many millicns of India, with regard to
whom Government may possibly have made a mistake ; and this need _
not haye any very disturbing effect. Are they who gay this aware,
is the Government aware, of the sense of insecurity, of the breach in
that sense of absolute confidence in the majesty of law and the
security of person which is the greatest glory of British rule, yea of
unmanning and even terrorising influence over many minds, produced
by these proceedings? Whose turn will come next, on whom and at
what moment may this sword of Damocles fall, is a question which
has been asked by many amongst not the least notable of our land. I
am glad however, ladies and gentlemen, to inform you that the
humble individual who is now addressing you has an unknown
Lancashire working-man protector for himself. I may tell you the
little story.. The incident may interest you, as it interested and even
touched me ab the time. At the conclusion of a meeting, I think it
was at Oldham, in which T had taken part, several of the audience
came up to speak to me; and I happened to mention that should it
please the Government so to act, which I trusted it would not, there
was nothing to prevent their dealing with me on my return to India
as they had dealt with the Natus. T shall not easily foraet the scene
that followed. One of my bearers, a working-man, I believe, with
indignation and excitement depicted on his face, told me—¢ We know
you, sir. Sheuld the Government treat you in this way, Lancashire
men will know the reason why.” I am sorry to say, ladies and gentle-
men, I forgot to ask his name, or to note down his addrees. But as I
told him, T trust his interference on my behalf will not be needed.

Tre New LAw or SEDITION.

I shall not dwell on the next sample T have to present of the re-
actionary policy of the last two years—the recent amendments in the
law of sedition and in the Criminal Procedure Code. These will, no
doubt, form the subject of a specific resolution to be submitted at the
Congress. Lt me ouly observe in passing, that to make more
Draconian a law which in every case in which it had been tried of
late had proved only too effective, and to class speakers on public
platforms and editors of papers with rogues and vagabonds and
notorious bad characters who are liable to be cdlled upon to furnish
security for good behayiour, and to be sent in default to gaol, is not
the part of wisdom or statesmanship; that to add to the Jjudicial
powers of the executive officers of the Government instead of curtail-
ing and withdrawing them, is sinning against the light, is proceeding
against a principle which had obtained the fullest recognition in the
highest quarters, including the two last Secretaries of State for India,
Lord Kimberley and Lord Cross. Cases of alleged sedition so Iong
triable only by a purely judicial officer with the help of jury or
assessors may now, for the first time in the history of British India,
be tried by the district magistrate, who is the head of the police, and
head executive or administrative officer of the Government in the
district, and that too without such help. Is it any wonder that a

what they were suspected of having done, in spite of repeated request
for such information, denied all access to their legal advisers,
deprived of their liberty for an indefinite peried depending on the
pleasure of the authorities, by virtue of an administrative order. Is
it necessary to point out that imprisonment without trial is repugnant

the most elementary principles of British justice? Into the
melancholy history of the shifting accourts which were allowed %o
leak out as to what these unfortunate people were suspected to have
done, it is not necessary for me to enter in any detail. Suffice it to
say that we were first told, on high authority, that the result of their
arrest would be to unravel a plot. Nearly eighteen months have
passed. May we ask if that plot has yet been unravelled and what
the particular plot was? We have not the slightest sympathy with
the Natus if they have done anything: wrong. But the plot theory
by the stern logic of facts had soon to be given up. We were then
told, on the same high authority, that one or both of the Natus, it is
not quite clear which was meant, had been guilty of playing some
tricks. He or they had threatened a midwife by writing a letter to

whose ch ter T haye but briefly indicated above has met
with an amount of opposition, irrespective of race or party, in India
and out of Tndia—and perhaps in this connexion I may be permitted
specially to mention the name of Mr. Maclean, the Conservative
member for Cardiff—which T believe is absolutely unique in the
history of Indian legislation P
OrmEr REACTIONARY MEASURES.

Brother delegates, I might go on with the story of reaction—it has
been a plenteous crop in these two years—but I will not do so. I will
not dwell on the story of the imposition of a punitive police force on &
whole city, impoverished and plague-stricken, for the guilt of one
man ; of the series of Press prosecutions; of the institution of that
new thing in India, known I helieve as Press “*==~"and whose
history our friend Mr. Chambers, whom we we
eloguently told before many English audiences; ¢
provisions, hemistically called dments,

legislatiye enactments, and of many other matter
oceur to your minds.
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But permit me to take up a little of your time by referring to a
measnre of retrogression which is still on the legislative anvil, I mean
the Calcutta Municipal Bill. I do so to illustrate how the tide of re-
action of which I have spoken is still flowing, and because though
this is'a local measure, if it is carried, if the metropolis of India is
deprived of the power of local self-government which it has enjoyed
80 long and with such marked success, a precedent will have been
created—and a blow will have been siruck at a cause on which rest
all Fopes of India’s future progress—the effect of which will be felt
far and wide. The privilege of municipal self-government, of control
by the ratepayers over municipal administration through their elected
representatives which Caloutta now enjoys and hasenjoyed for twenty
years, was granted under Conservative anspices. Sir Richard Templs
—a name remembered with gratitude in Bengal—who was our ruler
then, and who resigned a Governorship to become a Conservative
member of Pazliament, was its author, and the present Prime Minister
of nd was Secretary of State for India at the time. The great
and sumerous improvements carried out by the Corporation, and the
zggl aud devotion of the Commissioners have beea acknowledged by
the Government time afler time in official resolutions, and in other
wags. It there are any insanitary conditions there is the amplest
powerin the hands of the Government under the existing law, and
expressly introduced in that behalf, to cause their removal. And yet
it is now proposed to make a radical and a revolutionary change in
the law, to deprive the Corporation of almost every real power and
to vest it in a chairman, who is an official and a nominee of the
Government, and a committee in which the ratepayers will be repre-
sented by a mere third of its members. I venture to hope that the
populir and esteemed ruler of Bengal, who is not responsible for the
introduction of the present Bill, will yet see his way at lcast to largely
modify this revolutionary proposal and mot allow his name to be
associuted with a scheme which males, not for progress but for retro-
gression, which will undo the work of the past, fatally arrest the
hopeful and promising growth.of civic life, destroy the very principle
of local self-government, weaken and impair the cause of municipal

dmini ion, and leave ies of bitterness behind. And may T
notin this connexion make a very special appeal to our coming Viceray.
He comes out to Tndia as the representative of an administration whose
most glorious and memorable achievement—an achievement which
will live in the golden pages of history and shed lustre on that
administration—has been the granting of local self-government to the
people of Treland, granting it amid many difficulties and against much
opposition, and at the very time when faction fights and armed con-
flicts were going on in the streets of Belfast. And indeed, 80 con-
vinced were the Government of the need for this liberal measure of
self-government as a cure for the evils which afflict that counfry and
for the growth of a healthy public life, that they did nos hesitate to
make a munificent grant of, I believe, about seven hundred thousand
pounds, or more than a crore of rupees, per annum to Ireland from
the Tmperial Treasury, to enable the provisions of this measure to be
carried out properly and without friction or jar amongsf, conflicting
interests and classes of the community. We ask for no fands. We
ask for no extension of Calcntta’s municipal rights. But we implore
that the rights, circumscribed and safeguarded as they are, which have
50 long heen enjoyed, may not be taken away. Is that too much to
ask? Too much even fo ask that let at loash an enquiry be held, &
representative Commission be appointed and the Corporation heard in
its defence before this blow is struck, and a dearly cherished right
which was granted in 1876, which after-experience of its working and
full éi-cussion of its meri‘s was confirmed in 1888, may not now be
suddenly snatched away from a subject and a patient population.

Tarporicy oF WirHprawING PRIVIIEGES ONCE GRANTED.

Brother delegates, I have been urging the unwisdom of a retrograds
policy, of a policy of withdrawing concessions and privileges once
granted. The proposition is 5o obvicus that I do not know that any
authorities are needed in support of it. Yet I will quots one, and I
will select that one because it will answer a double purpose. Sir
Douglas Siraight, as we all know, was an eminent judge of the
Allahabad High Court. And perhaps ke is even better known in
Euglind than in India, and is, I believe, the editor of one of the
most influential and powerful organs of Conservative opinion in
Eaglind. Writing to the Zimes he said as follows: ‘¢ Speaking from
thirteen years’ residence in India, during which, I hope, I kept
neither my eyes nor my ears shut, [ am firmly convinced of one thing,
and it is this—that while innovations and changes there shounld only
be very gradually and cautiously introduced, a concession once made
should never ba withdrawn except for reasons of the most paramount
and pressing emergency.’’

DEFeAT on PREVIOUS REACIIONARY Atrmaer—mimm JURY.
NOTIFICATION.

Ladies and gentlemen, o comments of mine are nceded on this
passige. I said T have selected this for a double purpose. I will
explain what T mean. I have already referred to the one instancs of
retrograde legislation in the past, before the present wave of reaction
setim, and to the early and unlamented fate that overtookit. The
passage which T have quoted was written in connexion with the one
instance of retrograde administrative proceeding in the past that T
can call to mind in my province—a proceeding which too like its
legislative predecessor, was before long withdrawn. Six years &go,
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, with the previous sanction,
it would seem at the instance, of the Government of India, issued a
Notification seriously curtailing the very limited concession of trial
by jury which Bengal had previously enjoyed. As usual, all this was
matured in the dark, without giving any opportunity to the people
vitally concerned to know anything, or to be heard or malke any
representation, in regard to the matter. And the Government of
India, with contemptuous indifference to the opinions and feelings of
the peopls of India, set about to take steps for enlarging the ares of
reiragression, for curtailing and withdrawing the privilege of trial by
jury from some other provinces also. In fact, I believe the Notification
inregard to the Province of Assam had already been issued before

the course of the Government was arrested. But happily the agita-
tion that followed on the promulgation of the order reached the:
shores of England; and it was on that ion, strongly cond

this order, that Sir Douglas Straight wrote to the Times. I will quote
one more passage from that letter. Referring to the jury Notification
he observes: ‘“Tt would be absurd to suppose that the Lieutenant-
Geovernor of Bengal cannot make a plausible case in support of his
new departure; but the question to my mind is not so much whether
the operation of the jury system has exhibited some defects, as to
whether the mischicf likely to result from its continuance promised to
be 50 grave as to make it his imperative duty to intervene.”

It only remaius for me, ladies and gentlemen, to state the happy
conclusion. At the instance of the Secretary of State, a Commission
was appoiuted to enquire into the matter ; and, as the result of that
enquiry, the ¢‘ plansible case”” set up by the Government of Bengal
and which had met with the approval of the Government of Tndia—
slas, how easily can plausible cases be setup, especially when they are
one-sided producti pletely brushed aside and Indian
opinion pletely vindicated. And in q of the report of
that Commission the jury Notification was withdrawn by ths Govern-
ment, and the jury system which had been threatened with extinction
has now instead been further extended in the province. I need
hardly add that the Notification for Assam too followed suit. May T
not say, happy omen once again in our present trials?

Cost or mHE FRONTIER WAR—REVERSAL OF THE
Poricy OF THE PasT. "

Brother delegates, T have said I will not discuss the question of
Frontier Policy. But there is one aspect of that question, one sequel
to it which has a most important bearing not cnly on questions of
domestic reform, but on this matter of retrograde policy which we
ara considering. Who, might T ask, pays the costs of that policy,
begun more than twenty years ago, ordered out from Engl:ind and
by a British Cabinet against the remonstrances of a Viceroy who
resigned rather than be an instrument of carrying out that policy,
which has brought wars in its train, which has set on conflagration
the frontier, which, besides suckivg its scores of millions at recurrent
periods from the taxation drawn from one of the poorest populations
on the face of the earth, has made a heavy permanent addition to the
military charges of India, which has laid its fatal and blighting
fingers on almost every work of internal reform—ior they need money:
—on the promotion of the urgently-needed cause of technical edueation,
on the industrial and commercial development of the couniry which
would have blessed and added to the resources of millions net only in
this country but amongst the working-men of England. All that has
been done in pursnance of this new frontier and forward policy which
reversed all the traditionsof the past msy have been necessary for the
safety of the Indian Empire from the rick of external aggression. Tam
not arguing that question now. But may I ask if England, Tmperial
England, has no interest of her own in the safety of the Indian
Empire? Has England no stake, no grave and momentous stake,
yea, T ask, noivital interest in that safety? Ts she qguite sure that
she would not suffer in her honour and prestige, in her commeree, in
employ ment for her capital, and for her people, in the loss of many of
the millions that make up that precious item called the ‘ Home
Charges,”’ if India’s safety is imperilled and she is lost to the British
Crown ? And has Hugland or her Government no moral responsibility
for the consequences of a policy which she dictates, which the people
of Tndia, if they had the faintest whisper of a yoice in controlling
their own affairs, yes, which the non-official English community
resident in India aud even the bulk, T believe, of the official
community would condemn almost {0 & man? Ladies and genfle-
men, much as I believe in the principle of divizion of labour, I do not
believe in that division which, in these Tmperial matters, wonld maks
England decide the policy, and India bear the cost. We are unable
to look upon that as a particularly happy, or a particularly just
arrangement. Brother delegates, it is not as a mere dole, but as a
claim of absclute justice that we ask that the costs which have been
incmired by the adoption of what has been known as the Forward
policy on the Tndian frontier question, and of the consequences which
have followed from that adoption, should bs distributed in some
equitable proportion between England and India.

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON INDIAN QUESTIONS.
THE WORK OF THE BRITISH COMMITTEE.

Elsewhere in the present issue of INDIA will be found a
report of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji's speech at Hyde on Tuesday
last (January 17). Mr. Naoroji has during the week addressed
three other meetings in the North of England.

Mr. Romesh O, Dutt, C.I.E., will deliver an address on
< British Rule in India” at the Upper Brook Street Free
Church, Manchester, on Sunday, Jan 29

On January 29 Mr. Dutt will deliver an address at Lewisham.

Spesking at Devonport Liberal Club on * Current Politics,”
on January 9, Miss Alison Garland dealt largely with the
aspect of affairs in Tndin. There was a large audience and &
good discussion.

Oxn January 11 a lecturer on behalf of the British Committee
gave a lecture at Torquay, illustrated with lime-licht views, on
““India and its people.”” There was a crowded attendance.
Councilior Croker presided.

On January 13 Miss Alison Garland lectured at the Liberal
Club, Plymouth, on ¢ Can Russia invade India ? > There was
a prolonged discussion in which every speaker condemned the
¢“Forward ” policy.

A lecturer on behalf of the British Committee writes (Jan. 18)
¢ The lantern lectures are taking extraordinarily well. I have

had crowded audiences at every one.”
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