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R Memoirs of Louis XIVE - 480

intercourse, precisely thesame standard of right and wIong
of Which individuals acknowledge the authority in ‘their
dealings with each other. The science of politics, which is‘
av'present such an enigmatical jargon of duplicity and
fraud, would be greatly simplified. The law of nations, which
1" now enveloped in somuch mystery, and the prolific source
of such ruinous contention, would be found in reality to be lit~
3le more than the plainest precepts of moral duty, applied on 2"
wider and more extensive seale, and suited to a greater mass
and diversity of interests. We will venture to say that there is
hardly one canse of dispute, however intricate, respecting
what is called the law of nations, which might not be rati-
onally decided by fair inference from some of the great
moral precepts which are consecrated inthe Christian code.,
The laws ot that code are not subject to any narrow limita-
tions. They are mot like the edicts of municipal or pro-
vineial law, not adapted for practical use beyond some
particular line of wall, river, or mountain. They will be
found ty include, if examined by the light of reason and
explained by the spirit of benevolence, most certain and.
~ most salutary inferences for settling every diversity of nati-
onal as well as of individual animosity and contention.
The griefwhich Louis experienced on the death of the queen
bis mother, and the tender and affectionate manuer in which

he commemorates her virtues, do eredit both to his sensibi-

lity and his intellect. Those sympathies which are so ami-
able in private life, seem doubly interesting, when they ‘are
seen lo display their charms and diffuse their sweets in a
“state of splendoar, in which they are so rarely foundto
bloom. It is probably for this reason, that the private virtues
ofa sovereign will often excite popularity and conciliate es=
teem, evenwherethey are attendedywith noshining talents, no
great public seivices, and no political capacity. < Nature,’
says Louisy € formed the first bond of union between me
and my mother; but those aflinities wltich are ‘formed by
‘the qualities of the mul are less easy 10 be dissolved than
those which are cemented by the ties of blood.” After this,
Eouis-describes an interview which he had with his brether
on the death of their common relation, and remarks with
great truth that nothing contiibutesmore to the peace of the
state and the security of the royal family than the closa
union which subsists'between the several branches and the
chief,  This greatly tends to dispirt the factians, to awe the

malcontents, and to prevent any conspiracy which'might be

attempted from within: or from without, from baving any
Gtrong point of unjon or cenlre of support. [f there had
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which the tower has where it is suspended.  1fit be dropped
as softlyas possible, it does not lose this impulsion during’
its fall, and it Jights just by the perpendicular point at the
bottom. I the balls move duringits fall with a greater im-
pulsion towards the east, than the pointat the bottom, it
myst get before it and fall to the east of it. This amounts, ac-
cording to German measure, in a height of 250 feet, to
2bout 4L lines, which the ballast falls to the east of the
plummet-point at the bottom. :

This was taught by Newton in 1679. The accounts of it
are found in Bird’s History of the Royal Society. The society
acknowledged the importanceof the experiment which prov-
ed the revolution of the earth in so decisive and stiiking &
mauner. They ordered their seeretary, Di, Hook, to pursue
the inguiry, but he made his _experiment only on a height
of twenty-seven feet. This the society thousht too little,
and named a committee to prosecute the business;but no
account of their experiments is found .in the papers of the
society. :

Since the deviation to the west, on the above supposition,
amounts only to 4L lines, it was thought impossible that
experiments should be made with so much nicety as decisive-
1y to ascertain so-small a quantity. Atleast we find no one
who for the space of 110 years ventured to repeat the same.
And this is the more remarkable, asthe idea was first stavted
by aman whom' all the world revered ; of whom, particular-
1y in England, not a word was lost; and even whose mistakes
noone presumed to call in question tillabout half a century
ago.

After a lapse of 110 years Guglielmini, a young geome-
trician of Bologna, »indertook to make these experiments
on the tower ofthe Asinelli. Gugliclmini overcame theigreat
difficulties which he had tocancotnter in this attempt by his
penetration aad his constancy 3 nor did h:: rest till his ex-
perimeants had reached that accuracy which he thought
necessary to determine this important question. It was
greally to the credit of Gugliclmini that he ventured to re-
peat experiments which had oot only been abandoned for
110 years, butavhich had so far sunk ineo oblivion that they
were haidly mentioned 1u elementary freatises of astronomy:.
Tn his hirst experiments he ‘et with nothing but © obstrac-
tions; and some trivial causes which he could not discover
operated injuriounsly on the fallins balls. And ap tht time

- it hiad not been yet determined whether experiments. counld
be conducted with so much accuracy as to determine with
certainty. the fall of the balls to the distance of 41 lines i

Brom aheight of 240 feet e let tall sixteen balls in still

weather o’ seven different days, between one and three in
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