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ART. L—dn Inguiry into the permanent Causes of the De-
cline and Fall of powenful and wealthy Nations, dllustrated
by four engraved Charts. By Williuw Playfair, Author

"of Notes and Continuation. of an Inquiry into the Nature
wand Cayses of the Wealth. of Nations, by Adam Sniith,
LL. D. and Inventor of Linear Arathmetic, &c. designed to.
shew Jow the Prospevity of the Bretish Empairemay be pro-,
longed. 4to. -Greenland and Norris. 1805,

IN an age in which the objects of speculation have been. .

so various and important, and the range of regular and philo=

sophic inquiry, so, widely extended, it appears a singular
fact, that:the principles which influence the decline and fall -

of nations,have never yet been made the subject of systematic.
. investigation,  The only lights which have been thrown -

upon this grave antl ‘interesting topic of consideration, are
. dispersed over the pages of anthors who have treated of col-
“lateral subjects, or of historians who have directed their at-
tention ‘to the detail of particular examples. It wonld be
matter of curiosity, if il were connected with thescope ofthe
yemarks which weshall find it necessary to offerupon the work
at present, before us, to examine why no similar inquiry has
s beenbefore attempted. The subject is assuredlyinferior lo
no other,in dignity or importance, it is ;;bmle‘cted ‘with the
mast serious results to the moral and social state of mankin
snd though it is surrounded by difficulties, the want of co
" fidence to encounter them, is surely not the characteristic:
. of modern inguirers.  The causes of this delay may probas
" bly be discoxered in the supposed inadequacy of historyy
~ theexcellence and accuracy of which s almost of necessity:
declind with national wealth and prosperity ; in the appa-
. rent labour of investigating the endless variety of the phe=
momena of decay'in different countrics, and in the idea,
which, howeyerprevalent,appearsio be erroneous, that every
disepssion of the causes'of prosperity. necessarily involves
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tessarily arise from’ their prosperily and power,  however |
diversified thiey may be in'the mode of their ‘action by ex=~
iernal and collateral circumstances. Whetlierithose causes
which arise out of the foreign relations ‘of states, will ever
* be redugible to a systemin an adyanced and improyed state
of saciety, is a question obscured by considerable doubt. Tt &
cgonot indeed be denied, to use the reasoning of the very
eloquent and profound author of the Elements of the Philo- =
" sophy of ghe Human’ Mind, € that in proportion as those
circumstances shall operate which tend to the improvement
ahd cultivation of mankind, the whole system ‘of human
affairs, including both the domestic order of society in par-
ticular states, and the relations which exist among different
" communities in consequence of war and negociation, will be
subjected 1o the influence of causes. which are known and
determinate® that those domestic affairs which are already
the proper subjects of reasoning and observation, in couse-
quence of their dependence on general interests and passions, . -
will become so more and more dail rejudices shall de- -
cline, and knowledge shall be-diffused awong the lower =
orders : while the relations between different states which
have dependeel hitherto in a great measure on the whim,
folly, and caprice of single persons, will be gradually more
and more regulated by the general intexests of the indivi- =
duals who compose them, and by the poEula.r opinions of
more enlightened timed. 7% - We conceive, howeyer, that al-
though thisis cleatly the state to which society mustapproach
as its limit, yet the proportion between the relative progress: .
of different nations may be infinitely. diversified by climate,
by situation, by the varieties of talents and of natural en-
edowments, and by the different suceess with which the ten-
Mlency to internal decline may be counteracted o opposed
Egery disturb®nce in the proportion between the differen .
mations is in trath an external cause of decline, and’when =
we reflect onthe various methods in which that disturbance
imay be produced, we must acknowledge that this class of
causes consists of those whichfaremore peculiarly under the
smmediate direction of Providence. Hence that infinite di-
Yersity of eyents which clouds the destinies of empires, and
bafHes the keenness of research : and Shenae the vanity of
human speculation is humbled and chastised by beholding:
the whole oface of society deranged by, the ntervention ofi#kis
sudden and unforeseen eircumstances. o ) o
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.
9 Atiout this time Offa, a relation of Alkmund, wielded the sceptré
of East Anglia; and; havingno child to inherit his dignities, he ren . .
solves upgn a pilgiimage to Jerusalem 3 and ‘there; by devotional
exercises, to sipplicaté the blessing of an heir ®. s o S
& Inhis way ‘to the Holy Land, he visits his kinsman Alkmtnd, and
is by him entertained with the warmth of affection and the splendour
of royalty. The pleasing manners and estimable qualities of the = -
youthful Edmund engaged the heart of Offa. Qun his departure he
presented to the young price a valuable ring; saying to him,“jwe=
cept, my dearest Edmund, this pledge of my tegaid, and memopial '+
of an unalterable attachment, the result of your assiduous attentions: Bt
With pleasure I acknowledge your kindness, and, byithe providence
of God, it shall mot want & proper reward.” The king procceded
on his journey, and ‘having arrived at Jerusalem, paid his vows, and "
performed those religions exercises which ‘were the objects of hig
pilgrimage.” On bis veturn; he was taken ill at 2 place called St.
George’s Arm y or Port St. George f 3 and, apprehending his dis=
solution:near, convokes his  council to deliberate on the sucesssion .
o the kingdom. He addresses the assembly : ¢ My relation, the ',
King of 8axony’s son, is not unknown toryou : - this accomplished and 7
glegant prince [ earnestly recommend s my suecessor, and youg
dutore sovereign;’” and resigns to them his royal signet; to be delivered
26 Edmund as a token of his appointment:|. : ;
¢ After the funeral solemnities of ©ffa were celebrated, his nobles.
hastened to Saxony, delivered the royal itandate, and intreated Ed<
mmund to accept. the vacept crowni . ; :
_ “ Alkmund convenes his biskops and nobles, and declates the puts
pose of the.embassy. They upanimously recommend his conctir~
rence. e then appotuts & noblemanof distingnished wisdom and
integrity tobe his son’s guardian and counsellor, and selects twenty
«of his own knights, and the same number of Offa’s Fast Aniglian no=
@les, to undertake the conduct and management of the affair: » =
JLivery mecessary arrangement being speedily formed, the young .
-prince, amidst the tears and blessings of Alkmund and Siware; takes :
depee; and sails for East Anglia, As soon ae he reached' the shorg
«of his new ‘dominions, he kneels on. the sands, in grateful
. Heaven: for past mereies, and dévout prayet for futire prot
¢ Five o springs of sweet water immediately flowed from
and:sandy soiliupon whiclh the royal stranger knelt 5 in comme=
moration of which he- afterwards built ‘upoh the same spot, the
_-town named, from this circumstance, Hunetantag. ; )

¢ Eydgate, It i observable that this sworyofQffa s mot mentioned by
&bbo Floriacensisy although stated or alluded to by all e mowustichyrie -
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