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VIEWS IN SCOTLAND.

CIASHN LB QR B LA NS T AL TG E R,
L 4 E YHIS Caftle, the property of Mr Campbell of Airds, {tands on a rock

-

. called in Gaclic Elan Vie-Staeair, that is, Tfland Stalker, within a
{mall'bay, or inlet, from Lochlinne in Argylefhire. At amile’s diftance
- ta.the Weft lies the ifland of Lifimore, formerly the {eat of the Bifhops of Ar-

gylefhire ; and on the Eaft, the polt town of Portnacroith, formerly the old
town of Beregonium, as by fome has been conjectured from the great number
of ruins, vaults, &c. which {hll remain at that place.
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T4 the Publifher of the Edinburgh Magazine.

STIR, g

IR John Dalrymple, Memoirs,
vol. IL. p. 31. méntions feveral
anecdotes and' minute circumf{tances

_concerning Marfhall Stair : bur, as he

fpeaks merely from repert, he is not
anfwerable for their accuracy, and in-
deed with refpe@ to moft of them,
there is reafon to fuppofe that he has
been exceedingly mitinformed.

It is faid, that ¢ all Ford Stair’s
¢ offices were taken from him by Sir
¢ Robert Walpole, /or voting in Par-
< [jament againft the excife-fcheme.”

That which is valgarly called #/e
excife-feheme, ‘Was & morey billy loft or
abandoned by the minifter in the Houfe
of Commons ; fo we may prefume that
Lord Stair had no opportunity of vo-
ting againft it in the Houfe of Peers.

That in 1734 Lord Stair was em-
ployed in paying bills for expences in-
curred fifteen or twenty years before,
during his embafly at Paris, is a fin-
gular circumftance, and merits con-
firmation. - G

That between 1734 and 1 742
¢ he was often feen holding the plough
¢ three or four hours at a time,” muft
be a miftake: the people, who thought
they faw this, have certainly confound-
ed the fituation of a gentleman over-
fecing his Iabourers, with that of a
fturdy operative ploughman. Before
Lord Stair retired to his eftate in the
country, he had reached to his grand
climaderic 3 and, befides, his confti-
tution was never healthy, and much

lefs robuft. No man would have done

more to ferve his country than Lord

Stair, but he could ;not have held a
plough three or four hours, had the
fecurity of the laws and liberties of
Great Britain been the reward of his
labour.

So far was he from being ¢ fond of —'

¢ adorning a fine perfon with grace-
¢ ful drefs,” that, unlefs when he wore

a black fuit, his cloathes were of a

plain brownifh duffle.

A gentleman of diftin&tion, who
lived in his neighbourhood and who
was much with him, remembers no-
thing of the ¢ two French horns ;”*
and he adds, that, being himf{elf fond
of mufic, and a performer, he thinks
it impoffible that two fuch artifls
could have efcaped his obfervation.
Ile doubts not that Lord Stair may
have had a French cook, but he ne-
ver heard of the heroical difinterefted-
nefs of that galant homie, as Teport
ed in the Memoirs. |

Tt is in confequence of mifinforma-
tion that Sir John fays, that a meffen-
ger brought a letter from the late Kingto
Lord Stair, which defired him to
take the command of thearmy: I am
confident that no fuch meflenger was
fent, and that no fuch letter came.

His favourite nephew,Captain John

Dalrymple, dicd on the 22d of Fe- |
bruary 1742 3 jult after that event,

Lord Stair received a letter from

ST o

London, defiring him to. come up. |
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«ington, and by that conveyance teach-
- ed London. -

Dr Pringle, Profeffor of Ethics in
the Univerfity of Edinburgh, was ap-
pointed o examine candidates for the
degree of Malter of Aurts, 23d Febry-
ary and zoth March 1742 5 this ap-

ﬂp‘ears from the records of the Univer-
fity, and 1s inconfiftent with the jour-
ney to London—it is probable thiat he
~continued to read leGures until Sum-
mer : he was appointed Phyfician Ge-
neral to the hofpitals abroad on the
24th of Augnft 1742. .
_ Sir L. Duadas, refided at Tiondon
when Lord Stairarrived ffere in 1742

With refpe& to' the coffce-houfe
anccdote, which is introduced with an
apology, .it may be remarked, that
Jord Mark Ker addrefled his com-
panion. by thesname oft Stzr.. This
brings down the anecdote to 1707,
when that tidde defcended to Lord
Stair.. He was then not.a thoughtlefs
high-fpirited boy, but 2 man of thirty-
four, and a General Officer. - Lord

- Mark Ker, or Lord Stair, might have
‘defired the inquifitive fhranger to be
filent, or to leave the room ; but it
feems hardly confiftent with their
known chara&er for courtefy and cour-
age, 1o fuppofe that they fhould have
agreed to throw the dice for the ho-
nour of fighting a {tranger who never
meant to infult them.

“The next anecdote is well known,
tho’, as is the fate of moft anecdores,
it has been told different ways. My

account of it is this: Lord Stair, as .

Britifh Ambaffador, became engaged

N >
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in a difpute with the Princeof Conti,
and fome other princes of the blood,
about a point of ceremony and place,
a difpute interefting at the moment.
‘While mens minds were agitated by
this controverf{y of pface, Mr Parfons,
a page, with arch fimplicity, put the
queftion which Sir john has taken
the trouble of repeating ; and that
Lord Stair, ¢ fteppinggout of the ;
“ coach, paid refpe@ to the religion
< of the country in which he was, and
<& knecled in a very dirty fPrecty” 15 wiat
would not have been egpeéted from a
Dritifh Ambailador,and efpecially from
fuch an Ambaffador as Lord Stair!

I haye only to add, that the contelt
about place happened in the year |
1716 ; thar Colonel Young was bornoa
the 25th of February 1703, and that -
he could hardly have been Mafter of |
Horfe to Tord Stair at the age of #hir-
teen.” It follows, that Sir John mufk
have heard that well-known 4necdote
fromfome other perfon than Col. Young.

T'he other anecdote, as to Lewis
X1V. isalfo well-known, but it would
run better thus : In the reign of
Charles II. the Duke of Buckingham
went Ambaffador to France. Lewis
the XIV. on a certain occafion, defi-
red the Duke tor go into his coach 3
the Duke hefitated, and ftood' backs
the King {tept in, fhur the door, and, |
with elegant ambiguity, faid, ¢ Entre
< yous et moi M.le Duc, il n’ya’
¢ paint de fagoz.” He made a like
experiment on Lord Stair, but he |
found him a better bred man than the
courtly Buckingham.
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:ﬂ;fcowzt of tie Hunting Excurfions of Afoph Ul Doulah, Fizier of the Mogul j’

Esnpirey and Nabob of Oude. By ‘W. Blane Lfys who attended thefe Excur- |

Siors i 1785 and 1786.
§ ' H E Vizier, Afoph ul Doulah,

-always fets out upon his annu-
al ‘hunting-party as foon as the cold
feafon is well fet in;- that is, about
‘the beginning of December; and he
{ftays ont till the heats, about the be-
ginning of March, force him back a-
gain,  During this thme; he gengyally

makes a circuit of country from four
to fix hundred miles, always bending |
his courfe towards the fkirts of the
northern mountains, witere the coun-

‘try, being wild and uncultivated, is |

the moft proper for game. ¢
‘When he marches, he takes with |
Lim, not only his houfchold and Zena- |
= - nas
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& na, but all his Court, and a great part
of the inhabitants of his capital.  Be-
des the immediate artendance about
His perfon, in the various capacities of
Rhidmitgars, Fraflics, Chobdars, IHar-
caras, Mewatics, &c. which may a-
mount to about two thoufand, he is at-
tended in camyp by five or fix hundred
horfe, and feveral battalions of regular
| feppys, widf their, ficld-picces.

takes with him about four or five
| hundred clepbants 5 of thefe fome are
! brokesin for riding, fome for fighting,
fome carry baguage, and dhe reft are
referved for clearing the jungles and
forefts of the game : of the firft kind,
there are always twenty or thirty rea-
dy caparifoned, with Hoawdahs and -
narys, that attend clofe behind the one
he rides upon himfelf, that he may
¢ change occafionally to any of them he
| likes; or he fometimes perniits fome

of his attendants to ride upon them.
| He has with him about five or fix
| hundred fumpter horfes, a great many
of which are always led ready faddled
| mearhim ; many of them are beautiful

the Arabian breed ; but he {eidom
rides any of them. ©f wheel-carri-
ages, there are a great many of the
country fathion dvawn by bullocks,
principally for the accommodation of
the women ; befides which, he has
. ‘with him a couple of Enghh chaifes,
2 buggy or two, and fometimes a cha-
viot ; but all thefe, ke the horfes;are
merely for fhow, and never ufed ; in-
deed, he feldom ufes any other con-
veyance but an elephant, or formetimes,
when fatigued or indifpofed, a palan-
quin, of which feveral attend him.
The arms he carries with him are a
vaft humber of matchlocks—a great
many Englifh pieces of various kinds—
. piftols (of which he is very fond,) a
great number, perhaps forty or fiftypairs
bows and arrows—befides fivords,
d d#pgers innumerable. One
‘of all thefe different kinds of
_he generally has upon the ele-
t with him, and a great many
e are camried in Teadinefs by his
gttendants,, =
| |

Tlics

| Pefian horfes, and fome of them of

The Vizier's Manper. of Hunting in the Megul Lompire.

The animals he carries for fport arc
dogs, principally greyhounds, of which
he has about three hundred—hawks,
of yarious kinds, at leaft two hundred
—a few trained Teopards, called Clee-
tads, for catching deer—and to this
it T may add a great many mark{-
men, whofe profeffion is tofhoot deer
—and fowlers who provide game ; for
there arc nonc of the natives of India
who haye any idea of fhooting game
with fimall fhot, or of hunting with
flow hounds. He is alfo furnifhed
with nets of various kinds, {fome for
quail, and others very large, for fifh-
ing, which are carried along with him
upon elephants, attended by fithermen,
fo as to be always ready to be thrown
into any river or lake he may meet
with on tlic march.

Befides this catalogue for the fym‘t,
he carries with him every article of
luxury or plcafure; even i;c 1S tran=
fported along with him to cool his
water, and make ices ; and a greac
many carts are loaded with the Ganges
water, which is efteemed the beft and
lighteft in Endia;, for his drink. The
fruits of the feafon, and frefh vege-
tables, are fent to him daily fiom his
gardens to whatever diftance he may
20, by laid bearers, ftationed upon the
road at the diftance of every ten miles,,
and in this manner convey whatever
is fent by them at the rate of four
miles an hour, night and day. Be-
fides the fighting elephants, which T
have mentioned, he has with him
fighting antelopes, fighting buffaloes,
and fighting rams, in great numbers 2
and, lg‘f’ily, of the feathered kind (be~
fides hawks}, he carxies with him -
veral hundred pigeons, fome fighting
cocks, and an endlefs variety of night-
ingales,  patrots, minos, &c. all of
which are carried along with his tents.

‘What T have hitherto enumerated
are the appendages of the Nabob per=
fonally ; befides which, there is a large
public Bazar, or, in: other words, a
moving town, attends his camp, con-
filting of fhopkeepers and artificers of
all Kinds, money-changers, dancing.

womeny
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till he falls. Sometimes, when he can
be traced to a particular fpor witere he
couches, the elephants are formed into
a circle round him, and in that cafe,
when he is roufed, he generally astacks
the elephant thatis'neareft ro him, by
* {pringing upon him with a dreadful
roar, and biting at, ortearing him with
his claws: but in this cafe; from his
being obliged to fhew himfelf, he is
foon difpatched by the number of fhots
aimed at him; for the greateft difficul-
ty is to roufe him, and get a fair view
of him. 'F'he elephants all this time
* are dreadfully frightened, fhrieking and
Toaring in a manner particularly ex-
. preflive of their fear: and this they
begin as foon as they {mell Lim, or
hear him growl, and generally endea-
vour to turn back from the place where
the tyger is: fome of them, however,
but very few, are bold enough to be
driven up to attack him, which they.do
' by curling the trunk clofe up under
the mouth, and then charging the ty-
| ger with their tufks; or they endeavour
I to prefs him to death by falling on him
. with their knees, or treading him un-
er their fect, - If one tyger is killed,
it is confidered as a good day’s fport =
but fomelimes two or three are killed
in one day, or even more, if they meet
with a female and her cubs. The Na-
| bob then proceeds towards his tents u-
\ pon the new ground, fo that every day
i is both a marching day and a day of
¢ {port ; or fometimes he halts for a day
o1 two upon a place that he likes, but
- oot often. When he gets to his tents,
which is generally about eleven or
twelve o’clock, he dines, and goes to
{lecp for an hour or two. In the after-
noon he mounts his elephant again,
and takes a circuit about the fiitts of
.the camp, with the dogs and hawks 3
¢ or fometimes amufes himfelf with an
i elephant fight, with fhooting at a mark,
or fuch like amufements; and this
courfe he repeats every day infallibly
. during the whole of the party. :
~  The other principal objeds of the
.- Nabob’s fport are, wild elephants, buf-
- faloes, and rhinoceros,

e —
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1 was prefent two years 2go at - the
chace of a wild elephant of prodigious
fize and ftrength. The plan firft fols
lowed, was to endeavour to take him
alive by the affiltance of the tame ele-
phants, who try to furround  him,
whillt hewas kept.at bay by fire-works,
fuch as crackers, porte-firesy’ &c. but
he always got off from them, notwitk:
{tanding tite drivers upon fome of the
tame elephants got {6 near as'to throw
noozes of very ftrong ropes over hia
head, and endeavoured to detain. him
by faftening them round trees, but he
fnapped them like packehread, and held
on hisway towards the forelt. The
Nabob then ordered fome ofthe ftrong-
eft and moft furious of his fighting ele-
phints to be brought up to him. As
{oon as one of them came near him,
be turned and charged him with
dreadiul fury; fo much fo, that in the
ftruggle with one of them, he broke
onc of his tufks by the middle, and
the broken piece (which wasupwards
of two inches in diameter, of folid i-
vory) flew up in the air feveral yards
above their heads. Having repelled
the attacks of the fighting elephants,
he purfued his way with 2 flow and
fullen. pace towards his cover. The
Nabob then feeing no poffibility of ta-
king him alive, gave orders for killing
him. An_inceflant fire from match+
locks was immediately commenced u=
pon him fiom all quarters, but with
litele effe&, for he twice turned round
and charged the party. In one of thefe
charges he ftruck obliquely upon the
elephant which the Prince rode, and
threw him on his fide, but fortunately
palfed on without offering farther in-
jury to him. The Prince, by laying
hold of the Howdab, kept himfelf in
his feat, but the fervant he had behind, *
and every thing he had with him on
the Howdah, was thrown off to a great
diftance. At laft, our grifly enemy
was overpowered by the number of
bullets fhowered upon him from all
fides, and he fell dead, after having
received, as was computed, upwards
of ong thoufpnd balls in his body.

&7 7 Origina)
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Oricinal Letters of the celebrated John Wilmot Earl of Rochefter, o fis
. L

. HAT there isja kind of vene-
-ration, which may be fhiled Na-

tural, for whatever belongs to preat

men, appears from hence, that in all
ages and in all countries this humour

! had_prevailed, and cthe moft trifling

things have been thought precious on
the {core of their belonging to, or ha-

1 ving been left by fome perfon of high

k

diftinétion. 'Wie may add to this, that
the value of thefe relics is very little,
ifat all, enhanced by their materials.
The rufty fivord of Scanderbeg would
be looked upon ‘(except by a Gold-
{mith) as infinitcly a better thing than
a modern gold hilt ever o fincly fi-
nil’d ; and hence it is; that we fee
fuch large fums' given for things of
very little intrinfic value, and fome-
times too of very doubtful authority.
It is from thefe confiderations, and.

many mote of a like nature that might .
: . ‘
be mentioned, that, it is hoped, the

Public will receive pleafure from the
publication of thefe' few genuine re-
mains of a nobleman, eftcemed the
greateft Wit in an age the moft fertile
of wits this ifland has ever had to
boaft. We cannot indeed fay, that
they relate either to: ftriking or im-
portant fubjes, for they are addrefled
to the Countefs his wife, (to whom,
if not ever conftant, he was always ci-

.~ wil) and to his Son, while a child of

eight years old at Eaton, We cantiot
therefore expe@ any thing of that
flame and ‘paffion, which would have
appeared in his epiftles'to Mrs Barty,
who is known to have been his favour=
ite, and to have owed to his iftruc-
tions a very large fhare of that fame
which fhe acquired upon the ftage.
Neither are we to look for the grave,
{ententious difcourfes of one who was
or had a mind to pafs for a philo-
fopher, that being neither his Lord-
thip’s character 5 nor would it have

been a flile properto haye been com-
. -
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dy and Son.

prehended by one of fo tender an age,
as the child to whom thefe epiftles
were addreffed.

But we may look for good fenfe,
good humour, and a'good manner of
writing to a wife and child, without
being  difappointed.  They have in
this refpe@ all the beauties that can
be wifhed for ; they are eafy and cor-
reé: thofe to Lady full of hu-
mour; thofe to his Son, of paternal
tendetnefs and good fenfe. - They thew
us, that he was not able to fer penito
paper, on the flighteft and moft eri-
vial occafion, without leaving thofe
marks of genius, which ditinguith a
true wit, and whiclt ene who 1
can never reach. The letter to his
lady, ill fpelt and full, of hard words,
is no doubt a very natural burlelque
on that kind of ftile, which then was
and (Kl is in ufe among a cértain forg

.of people ; the. verfes alfo have pro-
Dbably the fame charatter, and in the

laft letter there are allufions, which
we live at too great ajdiftance of time
to hope for any lights that may enable
ns fully to wnderftand. But what
then ? the fame thing happens in the
familiar fetters of all the ancients, and
yet they are not thought trivial or be~
low Sur notice. We enter as fa
can into the family circumftan
fach epiftivs ; and yet we have nothing
more to do with them than with thefe.
The only rational caufe that can be
afligned for the pleafure we receive in
reading them, is the delight that con-
{ftantly refults from looking into hu--
man nature, and examining the receiles
of the mind. This we may gratify
here as well as there; and therefore
thofe who have a true tafte cannot fail
of approying the pains taken to cou-
vey thefe glittering fragments, ‘long
buried in the duft of a clofer, with
due refpect to pofterity. :

LETTER,
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LETTER I.—7% bis Son.

CHARLES,

Taxe it very kindly that you write
to me (tho’ feldome) and with
heartily that you would behave your-
Lclf fo, that I may fhew how much I
fove you, without being afhnmed.__ O-
bedience to your mother and grand-
mother, and thofe that inflru& you in
good things, is the way to make you
happy here and for ever. Avoid idle-
nefs, fcorn lying, and God will biefs

you; for which I pray.
RochestEr.

IL.—75 bis Son.
Horg, Charles, when you receive
this, and know that I have fent
this gentleman to be your tutor, you
will be very glad fo fee that I take fo
such care of you, and be very grate-
ful; which is beft fhewn in being obe-

dient.

enough ; and the way to be truly fo;

is to ferve God, learn your book, and .

obferye the inftructions of your pa-
yeats, and next your tutor, to whom
I have intirely refigned you for tiefe
feven years ; and according as you em-
ploy that time, you are to be happy or
unbappy for ever ; but I have fo good
4n opinion of ‘you, that I am glad to
think you will neverdeceive me. Dear
child, learn your book, and be obe-
dient, and you fhall fee what a father
T will be to you: You. fhall want no
pleafure whillt you are good, and that
you may be fo, is always my conflant
prayers RocaesTEs.

YI1.—T0 my wwore than meritorious
Wite e ¢

AM, by fate, flave to your will,

Ard thall be moft obedient {liil ;

"To fhew my.love, I will compofe you, -

For your fair fingers ring a po'fie’;

In which fhall be exprefs’d my duty,

And how I’ll be for ever true t* you,

With low-made legs and fugac'd
fpeeches, /

iclding to your fair bum the breeches;;

You are now grown bigg e- -~
nough to be'a man, if you can be wife .

Original Letters _rf John Wilmot, Zar! of Rochefler.

T’ll héw myfelf, in all T can,
Your faithful humble fervant, Jous
IV.—7% bis Lady.
Egrsoxs in abfence aught to no-
tifie roturns reciprocrally, af-
fectionately reconfell’d with humble
redentigration ; however correfpondent
to ‘the fencefibility “of equivalcnt.\_‘ily-
pollegy : neither can I diftinétly glo-
rifie myfelf collaterally in fuperlative
tranfcendency with more luftre, than
by vanting myfelf ;
Your moft humbie Servant,
RocuEsTER.

L

Mapawm, Sy
I humbly thank you for.your kind let-
ter, and, am 10 hopes to be very
fpeedi]i.'ﬂ.‘{\'ith_ you, which is ever a
greatthappinefs to

*  Your humble Servant,
o 0 v " < RoGHESTER.
V.- —75 his Lady. .
HE laft letter T received from
g your honotr was fomething
« feandalous, fo 1 knew net how to an-
fwer it. It was my defign to have
wiitten to' Lady Ann Wilmot o in-

) “tercede for me, but now with joy I

find' myfelf again. in your favour, it
fhafl be my endeavour to continue
{0;. in order to which very fhortly I
will be with you. In the mean time,
my mother may be pleafed to difpofe
of my children, my chymift, and my
little dogs, and whatever is mine, as
flte pleafes 5 only if I may have no-
thing about me as I like, it will be the
caufe of making the felicity of waiting
on her befull me very feldome. Thus
I remain with my duty te her, my
{ervice to you, and all thofe things, =
: RocuEsTER.
Mapawm,
This illuftrious perfon is my am-
baffador to my fon and daughter ; the
prefents fhe brings are great and glo-
rious,!nd I hope will gain her an e-
qual reception.  To my fon, fhe will
deliver a dog of the laft litter of lap-
dogs fo much reverenced at Indoﬂ:_n,
or

-~
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for the honour they have to lie on
cufhions of cloth of gold at the feet
of the Great Mogul. The dog’s name
is Omralh. To my daughter I hayve
fent the very perfon of the Duchefs
La Valliere, late Miftrefs to the King
of France, dried up and pined away
%o a ery {mall proportion by fafting.

VI.—7% Lady Rochefter.
Mapawm,

Recervep three pictures, and am

in a great fright left they fhould
be like¥you. - By the bignefs of the
head I thould apprehend you far gone
in the rickets ; by the feverity of the
countenance, fomewhat inclined to
prayer and prophecy ;. yet there is an
alacrity in your plump cheeks, that
feems to fignify fack and fugar; and
your fharp-fighted ‘nofe has borrowed
- quicknefs from'the fwe;t-fmelling eye.
1 never faw a chin fmile before, a
mouth frown, or . forehead mump.
Truely 'the artift has done his part
(God keep him humble) and’ a fine

man he 1s, if his-excellencies ‘don’t

puff him up like his’ pictares. The
pext impertinence T have to tell -you,

is, that T am coming into' the country.
I have got horfes, but want a coach';
when that defec is fupplied, you fhall
quickly have the trouble of 3
Your humble Servant,
RocHESTER.

VII.—70 the Same
Mapawm, :
AM at laft come to Adderbury,
where I find none but the houfe-

v
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keeper, the butler, and rats, who fqueak
mightily, and are all in goed health 3
your daughter, our next door neigh=
bour, is well 5 I gave her your pre-
fent, which fhe received handfomely.
Your maids, for good hufbandry and
equipage fake, T'would have fent you
from uthing to tithing, as the law of
England allows% but Florance was
gentle and  penitent, and deferves
fomething better. I have given her
counfel for one end, and a foft pillion
for the other, upon which fhe ambles
to Somerferthire, where I am glad to
hear your Ladyfhip is, I hope in good
health ‘at this prefent writing. Your o-
ther’ maid is a very eloquent perfon,
and I Have paid her her wages. To-mor-
row I intend for Woodftock, and from
thence to London, where I hope to
receive your commands.  Prefent my
humble duty to my Lady Warre,
whofe favours will ever be in my

gratefal memory ; my humble fervice
. to Lady La Warre, to coufin Betty,
‘Sweet: Honey, Mr Windham, the
< Spright, and the little girl whom my

foul loveth. T hope my brother is
‘well, but it is not ufual to prefent our
ervice to men in ladies letters ; {o
like a well-bred gentleman I reft,
Madam,
Your humble Servant,
RocHESTLR,

«

If you are pleafed, I am pleafed :
were my mother pleafed, all were
pleafed ; which God be pleafed to
grant.

RocHESTER.

R ———

Memsirs of Richard Brinfley Sheridan, Zf *.

Icn. Brinstey SHERIDAN is

of a family which, during the
greateft part of the prefent century,
has been eminent for genius and learn-
ing. 'The fame which it has acquired,
hi4s been built on the moft fecure foun-

X 2z
* Qourt and City

dation, and promifes tosreceive fhill
further increafe from the branches of
it now in being.

He is fon of Thomas'Sheridan, Efgs
(heretofore manager of the theatre in
Dublin, and well known in Lond‘gn

X or
Mg,
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for ability as an a®or, and his merit chi‘eﬂy“at Bath, where he besame a¢*
both as an orator and author): by *quainted with the amiable lady (Mifs
Francis his wife, a lady who has pro- Linley, daughter of Mr Linley, a mu-
duced feveral dramatic picces, novels, fician of eminence at Bath, and difter
&c. particularly tha comedy of The of Mr Tho. Linley, now one of the
Difcoyery, and the juftly-admived no- patentecs of Drury-Liane Theatre ; a
vel of Mifs Sideey Biddulph and gentleman much. diftinguifhed by his
grandfon of Dr Thomas Sheridan, {cientific knowledge in mufic,and afte
the celebrated friendsof Dean Swift. asa compofer.  From the futher and
Mr Sheridan, the objeét of our pre- his fons being muficians of the nift
feat inquiry, was born at Quilea, near clafs, and the daughters unrivalled in
Dublin, about the year 1750, and, at the melodions fweetnefs of their voi-
the age of fix years, was brought to ccs, they: were at Bath diftinguithed
Logland by his father (who, at that by the appellation of 7/e Mufigal Fa-
time, was compelled to leave his native /. It was on the circumftances of
ccuntry) and placed at Harrow fchool,  this lady’s contraét with a certain Ba-
where he received his education under ronet, the ]‘“E, witty farinift;. Foote,
. the care of Dy Summer, a gentleman founded his admired comedy of Zhe
who was partictlatly fuccefsful in the Maid of Bath) who afterwards was
arduous and important employment of * united to Liim by, the bands of matri-
* a fchool-mafter. During his refidence * mony. .~ That an’attachment to each
at dchool, he was not fo much diftin- other fhould be the refult of this ac-
guifhed for application to learning, as . quaintance, will. appear no way fur-
a quicknefs of apprehenfion, ftrong *prifing, nor’that one in whom the
memory, and lively imagination, which  charms both. of mind and body were
occafionally difplayed themfelves in an  to be found,- fhould besthe object of
<traordinary degree. ‘1t does not ap- admiration by feveral pretenders. A
pear that he ever was a membei:of. difagreement on this fubje, as is fup-
either of the univerfities, but chufing  pofed, took place between Mr. She-
the law for his profefion, he entered. vidan and a gentleman of the name of
himlelf of the Middle Temple, with a : Matthews, “which occafioned much
view of being called to the bar. = conwerfarion at Bath during the time
“In this dry ftudy, where fuccels is thgtjthe event was recent there. The
only to be obtuined by unremitted ap-  particulars of this quarrel are only im=
plication, and in which the brightc(t portant to the parties themfelves; and
geniufles have found themfelves fome- as it is probable they may not have
umes below the common run of man- any wifh to perpetuate them, at fo
kind, Mr Sheridan did not long per- great a diftance of time, we fhall only
fift ; his.attention was foon drawn a- obferve, that a duel enfued, which
fide by the flattering and irrefiflible - was condudted in a manner that dif
charms of beautff and poetry. At the played both the courage and fpirit of
age of eighteen years, he joined with the combatants in a very fingular man-
a friend in tranf{lating the Epiftles of ner ; perhaps no confli& of s kind
Ariftznetus, fiom the Greck, and a- ever exhibited more fymptoms of in-
bout the fame period printed feveral verérate refentment than this we are
works, which are known only'to bis now alluding to ; which, however,
intimate friends ; and fome of them, may be eafily accounted for, when we
perhaps, noteven to them. . confider the caufe of the quarrel, and

At the critical feafon of youth, when the youth of the gentlemen.

the pafiions are apt to lead their pof- On the x3th of April 1773 he
< deflors into cxtrayagancies, and confe- married: the Jady we have already
quenc difhculies, M Sheridan sefided mentioned 5 a lady no Iefe diﬂingniiﬁci
ed
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&d for the moft aftonifhing vocal pow-
ers that ever charmed a liftening au-
ditory *, than, for every perfonal ac-
complithment that can add ‘grace or
ity to virtue, Soon after his
marriage, he turned his attention o
the ftage, and productd a comedy in
1775, at Covent-Garden theatre, call-
ed The Rivals. This play abounds
111 charaéer. and fituarion, but, on its
firlt appearance, was received with fo
litdle favour, that it required fome ma-
nagemgt and alteration to obtain for
it a fecond hearing. Several caufes
confpired to occafion this’ extraordi-
nary treatinent ; one of the actors, Mr
Lee (now dead, but well remember-
ed in the dramatic world, both as an
adtor of eminence, and for-his difputes
with the late'Mr Garrick, whom he
charged with keeping him buck in
parts, throu ghijealoufy of his abilities.
He was father of the two celebrated
Mifs Lee’s, who have fo ably diftin:
guilhied themfelves -by- dheir literary
-produtions—the “eldeft being ‘autho-
refs;of the Recels, The Chapter of
Accidents—the youngell, of the Xiew
Peerage, brought out with. fuccéfs this
feafon at Drury-Lane) mangled and
mifunderfiood the:charader of an I
rithman in fuch 4 manner, as£0Ten-
der every fcene in which ke was con-

cerned ridiculous and difgufting. The

performance was alfo too long in the
reprefentation. A change, howeyer, in
the performer, and the pruaing knife

judicioufly applied, procured the piece
the applanfe it deferved, thougl its re-
putation has been much lefs than the

Auteeeding dramas of the fime author.

The perfon. who fucceeded Mr Lee
iaperfonau’ng the Inifhman, was Mr

inch, wio received {o great applanfe
in the charadter, and rendered himfelf
{o great a favourite, that at his benefit
he was complimented with the fir{t re-
prefentation of the farce of St Patrick’s
Day. Eatly in the next feafon the
Duenna appeared, and was honoured
with a degree of approbation which
even exceeded what had been former-
ly beftowed on the Beggar’s Opera.
| About this period, Mr Garrick began
to think of quitting the ftage in car-

neft 5 Mr Sheridan, Mr Linley, and °

Dt Ford, entered into 2 treaty with

petfedly compleated, and the new. ma-
magers invefted with the powers of
the patent.

~ The efforts of thefe gentlemen were
by no means proportioned to the im-
portance of their undertaking, a’num-

ber of defpicable pieces were brought

forward, and the School for Scandal:,
: 5 which

* The following inftance ma‘_;' «conveyzfomeidea of her great merit asa finger :—
At Salifbury mgﬁc-meetimn in July 1770, Mifs Linley, (now Mrs Sherid&n) while

4

finging the air in the oratorio of the Meffiah,

¢ I know that my Redeemer Tiveth,””

2 [sttle bullfinch that had found means, by fome accident or ofher, to fecrete itfelf in

the cathedral,
tity of her manner of fingin,
rifier of the wood, and far

fpeQators, it perched immedi

was o ftruck with the inimitable fweetnefs, and harmonious fimpli-
o, that, miftaking it for the voice of a feathered cho-
om being intimidated by the numerous affemblage of
tely on the gallery over her head, and accompanicd

her with the mufical warblings of its little throat through great part of the fong.
This was perceived by all prelent with great fatisfaction and Flmfure, and confider-

ed as the ftrongefl proof in
except a lubberly, fenfelefs
his inftrument, as with a gun,
flew away.

nature that could be produced of
fellow that played on the baffoon, who took aim with
at the gallery, and the bird immediately frightened,

Mifs Linley’s merity

+ At one of the reprefentations of this comedy, moft of the wits of the time at-

tended behind the fcenes,

each applauded the genius of the author, extept Mr C—
mark of fatisfadtion at the excellency of the

Iaugh at the humour, or betray any

highly delighted with the entertainment they received 5

-Mr C——, who never was feen to

piece.  Oneof e company informed Mr Sheridan of this, who replied, &¢It was

&63

im, which, in the year 1777, was

< very hard, indeed, and I think he ufed me ill, for I am fure the other night Iy |

5 lnz@bcd theavhole time his tragedy was. performing.” 3 b g

Jﬁ

.
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“which alone was calculated to keep up

the credit of the houfe, and fill the
treafury of it, was deferred until the

“8th of May, when the fealon ought

PN
&

A

o0 have concluded. This piece can
receive no honour from additional
praife, nor can it be injured by the
{fevereft critical examination ; but what
is moft fingular, confefledly greatas is
the merit of this comedy, Mr Shefi-
dan was cither fo dilatory in finifhing,
or hafty in writing it, that in order to
get it out within the {eafon, the mana-
gers were obliged to rehearfe an adt at
a ume, as it was got ready; nay, we
have been informed, that when the firft
three ads were put in rehearfal, not a
line was wrote of the laft, and but
little of the fourth—an aftonifhing
proof of the extent of his genius, and
the exertion it is capable of. It has
been followed by The Camp, The
Critic, and Robinfon Crufoe.

On the general eledtion, in the

year 1782, through the intereft of the .

Devonthire family, Mr Sheridan was
returned member for the borough of
Stafford, which place he has continu-
ed to reprefent through the fucceed-
igg patliaments, and has fince devoted
his time to political inquiries.—Thefe
new purfuits have had a faral effect on
his dramatic exertions.:" Seven years
are now elapfed fince the appearance
of The Critic ; and though we have
frequently been informed, that an o-
pera calied The Forefters, and 2 co-
medy entitled Affe@ation, that want-
ed liitle to compleat them, were to be
produced ; we have expeéted them fo
long, that we have now no reliance on
any affurances that can be given re-

_ fpecting thefe pieces. We even begin

—

0 fufped, that he is no longer to be
confidered as a follower of the Mufes,
and are fincerely forry to fee his de-
fedtion from their fervice, fince no
modern votary was more capable of
giving them fupport. &
Mr Sheridan’s character as a writer

v and a manager, is calculated to im-
prefs feparate and diftin¢ fenfations on -
A 5

u
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thofe who contemplate it In the for=
mer, he has diftinguilhed himfelf by
an early prematurity, which kas enab-
led him to outltrip every veteran com-
petitor in the fame race.  Tis come-=
dies abound i wit, humour, fatire,
fituation, and pleafantry 5 in fatire,
which is calculated to improve, with-
out wounding any individual ; in plea+
fantry, fo general, that it cannot but
delight every ‘peclator and reader of
tafte and judgment.  His verfification
is equally elegant and polifh®d, and
his prologues and epilogues exhibit the
excellencies of thofe of the late Mr
Garrick, withcut their defeéts.  In
point of compofition, they are certain=
ly fuperior, and with refpedt to wit
and humour, will lofc nothing in the
comparifon. With excellencics like
thefe, Mr Sheridan might fupport the
repufation of the Tnglifly theatre, and

- in this line he feems' to have been in-

tended to fhine without ahy fival. Re-
garding the ftage, however, here our
eulogium muft end. As 2 manager,
perhaps no perfon is {0 fbta]_ly unequal
o the duties of that office. Nor need
we wonder at this, as ‘the labour and
attention nece.rfz[xy 1n the charaéer of
a manager, but ill accord with the
genius of 2 yourg and fuccefsful au-
thor.  So indifferent did he appear in
this avocation, that he fubjected him-
{elf to the imputation of fome malevo-
lent or ‘difappointed play-wrights, of
having received the worlt pieces, with
a view to fet off his own. This in-
{inuation, however, is only mentioned
to afford an opportunity of declaring
our thorough conviction of its want of
foundation ; for we cannot now boaft
any of thofe fuperior enlightened ge-
niufes with whom he would lofe by
comparifon, or who are gifted in a
degree to excite either his envy or
jealoufy. The brilliancy of his dra-
matic performances require no /it to
add to their luftre. He has, how-
ever, for fome years +figned every
concern in the management of the
theatre to Dr Ford, and his brother-

j RS
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in-law, Mr Linley, under whom Mr
King ads as depury-manager, refer-
ving to himf{elf only the emolument
arifing from his fhare of the patent,
. abftracting himfclf from every ftudy,
unlefs that effential to form the com-
plete ftatefman and politician.
Although we carnct but regret his
lofs to the public as a dramarft, we
muft, at the fame time, congratulate
them on the valuable acquifition of an
able and difintereited ftatefman in the
ftead. #When the motives which in-
duced him to quit the drama, and en-
gage in politics, are impartially confi-
dered, he will derive additional ho-
nour, from no finifter motives having
mfluenced his conduét. He attached
himfelf to the patriotic party, when he
gould bave no hope of intereft from
their favour, and no ambition o gra-
tify, excepe that of deferving well of
his country. He withdrew from an
employment in which he had acquired
unrivalled reputation and proportion-
able profit, and encountered prejudice
, and difficulty; to manifeft the {ponta-
neoug feelings of his heart.

On the change of Lord North’s
adminiftration, when the Rockingham
party came into place and power, he
was_ appointed Secretary, under Mr
Fox, for the Foreign Department ; in
which office he manifefted the great-
eft diligence and ability.  But the de-
mife of that worthy nobleman occa-

. fioning a difpute for pre-eminence and
power among the_;,;léading members,
with his patron and friends he relin-
quithed his fituation, and once mere
dealt his Philippics, than whom no
man could utter more fevere, from the
Oppofition fide. The Shelburne ad-
miniftration being too fecbly textured
to withftand the joint powers of North
and Fox, when with their powerful
auxiliaries they were cemented by a
Coalition, he foon retired from the
helm of ftate. The Rockingham par-
ty, or at leaft thofe who profeffed ftill
to be governed by the ‘Principles and
politics of that deccafed nobleman,

g7
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headed by the Duke of Portland, a-
gain came into power ; and Mr She-
ridan refumed his former ftuation un~
der Mr Fox ; ull the famous India
Bill exciting a jealoufy in the breafts
of many, that it too far trenched on
the royal prerogative, they received a
fignification that his Majefty had no
farther occafion for their fervices, and
the prefent Adminiftration were ap-
pointed to their places ; but to efta~
blifh whofe power it was found expe-
dient to have a general election ; fa
that My Sheridan has but in a very
{mall degree realized by his political,
what he might have ihfured by his lis
terary purfoitss

When he firft took his feat in the
Commons, he gave little prefage of
thofe aftonifhing powers which have
fince diftingpithed him as an orator.
Though poffefling the ‘advantage of
having been brought up under one fo

.capable of directing his ftudy thereto

as his father, he appeared, on firft en-

tering the lilts as an orator, to have

benefited itele by his inftruction ; his
manner was aukward-and embarraffed ;
and his language, though good, much
difarranged : the diffidence which par-
ticularly predominates where genius is
molft powerfal, frequently overwhelm-
ed him, and the brilliancy of his con-
ception was loft in the inadequacy of
his delivery. Confcious of his defec,
but fenfible by perfeverance it might
be overcome, he abftraded himfelf
from every other ftudy, determined,
as he has often faid, toxfpeak to every
road or inclofure bill, till he had ef-
fe@ually conquered that timidity which
arrefted him in the carcer of fame as
an orator. In the fecond feflion of
his firting in the Houfe, he fhewed a
greater degree of confidence in him-
{elf, and made no inconfiderable figure
as a debater. ~If his fpeeches were
lefs diffufive than thofe of others more
accuftfomed to this School of Elo-
quence, they were generally more re-
plete with argument and wit, and ad-
hered clofely to the point, of WhilCh

ha



166

henever loft fight. The fevere retort
he gave Mr Pitt, who, fecling the
keennefs of his ebfervation, rather un-
generoufly; and with much anger and
afperity, advifed him to enrcxfe his
zalents on another ftage, and on that
line they were beft adapted o excel
in, will be long remembered, as giving:
a deferved ¢heck to the contiumacy of
birth or power.  Wken Mr Shepidan
in turn replied to tie young Statefian,
‘among many other pointed remarks,
he obferved, that if he fhould again
dedicate his time to dranatic {tady,
however vain .\ud prefumptuous - the
tafk might appear, it Would be to im-
prove on the Kafirill, or Augry Bey,
in the Alchymift ochn Jolinfon, In
the courle of that, and the {ublequent
felfions, he made the moft rapid pro-
grefs towards perfection ;{0 that when
out of place few could more fuccefs-
fully attack, or in, more ably defend,
the meafures of adminiftration. It
was not, however, tll the laft {effion,
he fully eftablifhed his
orator of the firfl clafs, Who would
lofe no credit by comparifen with the
moft renotned fages of antiquity, ox
the moft admired opes of modern
times. - We allude to his fpeech on
the charges againfl Warren Haftings,
- Elg; which took him‘five hours and
forty minutes in the delivery:; an ora~
tion of unexampled excellence, that
commanded the univerfal ateention and
‘admiration of the whole Houfe 3 unit-
ing the molt convincing clofenefs and
aceuracy of argpument, with the moft
Taminous precifion and perfpicuity of
lanpuage ; and alternately giving force
gy to truth by {olid and fub-
reafoning 5 and enlightening
the moft extenfive and involved fub-
jedts with the pureft clearnefs of logic,
“and the brighteft fplendor of rhetaric.
Every prejudice, every: prepofleffion,
were gradually overcome by the force
_of this extraordinary combination of
Leen, but liberal diferimination ; of
brilliant, yet argunennme wit. Tt
g w111 be a permanent record of Mr She~

Demirs of Richard Br
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ridan’s “unrivalled  abilities, that, om
this. trying occafion, which, of all e~
thers, had divided not only the Houfe

Commc 1, but the nation at large
ty of parties, this memg=
r,m]c,fpeu_.‘ produced almoft univerfal
union ; with the flight exception ‘of
thofe only, whe, from perfonal graci-
tude, ana the venial influence of even
obfvlete attachment, perfevered, filent-
ly fapportiag what .hty wanted both
inclination and ability to defend.

The apoltrople with which he con-
cluded this unesampled effort of ge-
nivs, in an appeal to the juitice and
humaniry of the Houle, has in it {o
much of beanty, fo forcible and pa-
thetic, thdt we cannot refift the op-
portunity of laying it before our read-
ersi—He remarked, that he heard o
fadions and parties in that Houfe, and
koeiy they cx1(hdA Theve was fearce-

dya fuhjeft \'pnn ywhich they WEre, not

braken'and divided into fe&s.. The
prerogative of the crown found its ad-
vocates among the reprefentatives of
the peeple. - T'he privileges 6f the peo-
ple found opponents even in the Houfe
Hubirs, connec-
tions, parties, all led to diverfity of
opinion.  But when inhumanity pre-
{ented itfelf to their obfervation, it

found no divifion among thém ; they

attacked it as their common eneniy,
and as if the charader of this land was
inyolved in their zeal for its ruin, they
left it not dll it was comnpletely oyer-
thrown. It was not given to that
Houfe, to behold the obje&s of thexr
compaflion and benevolence in the pre=
fent extenfive confideration, as it was
to the officers who relieved, and who
fo feelingly deferibe the extatic emo-
tions of grautude in the inftant of de-
liverance. They could not behold the
workings of the hearts, the quivering
lips, the mckhng tears, the loud, and
yet. tremulous Joys of the millions
whom their vote ¢f this night would
for ever fave from the cruelty of cor-
rupted power, But though they could
mot diredly fee the effect; was not the
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Alftras of Dr Huston’s Newv Theory of the Earths

lame.  Nor is the publication of any
paper to. be confidered as exprefling
any concurrence in dpinion with the
author & Tt only intimates, that the
Committee  judges the puper to be

182
worthy of public notice; on account
of the ufeful information it contains,
the hints which it may fuggeft, or the
ingenuity which it difplayss

T e

2

Aiftradl of @ DMZ’I‘Z“(IIL'I"J?I read #n the Royal Society of Edinburghy wpon the

9th of March ard ath

fa April 17855 concerning the Syltem of #he Earthy

it Duration, and Stabilisy. ~ By James Huttons M D . R. 8.

B N this Differtaon, the fyftem of the
tervaqueous globe is firft confidered
as prefenting to us a machine of a pe-
culiar conftruction, wifely adapted to a
certain end. But flot only is the globe
of this earth a moving machine, it is
alfo a habitable world; and this may
“be examined, in'order to perdeive how:
far the means employed hLave been
wifely caleulated to filiil the purpofe
for which it was defigned.

To acquire a gencral of comptes
henfive view of this niechanifim of the
globe, by which it is adapted to the
purpofe of being a habitable world, it
is neceffary to diftinguifh three differ-
ent bodies. which ‘compofe the whole.
‘Thefe ate, a folid body of eaith, an
aqueous body of fea, and an elaftic
flurd of air.

It is the proper fhape and difpofi
tion of thefe three bodies. that forms

this globe iuto a habitable world'; and -

it is the manner in which thefe con=
ftituent bodies are adjnfred to each o~
ther, and the Taws of adtion by which
they are maintained in their proper
qualities and refpective departments,
that form the theory of the machine
now examined.

Befides this mechanifm of the globe,
ghere are powers employed,, by which
motion is produced, and ativity pro=
cured to the mere machin®.

Gravitation and wis sufita preferve
this body in its orbit round the funs
Tight and heat, cold and condenfa-
tion, ate the powers by which the va-
tious operations of the habitable carthy

*lor living world, are more immediately
Vor. VIL. No 39. »
i

tranfa@eds  Thus it is by the operax
tion of thofe powers that the'varieties
of feafon in Spring and Autumn are
obtained, that we are bleffed with the
vicifitudes of Summer’s heat and |
Winter’s cold, and that we poffefs the
benefit of artificial light and culinary
fire. But there are other actuating
powers employed in the operations ‘of’
this' globe, which we ate little more
than able to enumeraté 3 fuch are thofe
of e,leﬂ.ric'ity and magnetif, of which
the atual esiftence is well known,
although the proper ufe of them in
the conftitution of the world is (kll
obfcute.

Wi liave thits futvesed the machine
in general, with thofe moving powers.
bywhich its operations, diverfified al-
moft ad infinitune; ave performed. Let
us now confine our view more parti~
cularly to that part of the machine on
which we dwell, that {o we may con-
fider the patural confequences of thofe
operations, whichbeing within our view,
we are better qualified to examine. &

A [olid body of land could not have:
anfwered! the purpofe of a habitable
world 3 for a foil is necefiary to tha
growth of plants; and a {oil is nothing
but the materials eolleded from the
deftruction of the folid Jand.  There~
fore the furface of this earth, inhas
bited by man, and covered with plants
and animals; is made by nature to de-
cay, in diffolving fiom that hard and.
comipack {kate in which it is found be-
low the foil 5 and this foil is neceffa-
tily wafhed away, by the continnal ¢ir<
culation of the watex runaing from the

A . fumpmits
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{fummits of the mountains towards the
general receptacle of that fluid.

The heights of our land are thus
levelled with the fhores; our fertile
plains ‘are formed. from the ruins of
the mountains; and thofe travelling
materials are {till purfued by theemo-
ying water, and propelled along the
inclined furface of the earth, Thefe
moveable materials, delivered into the
{ea, cannot, for a long continuance,
relt upon the fhore ; for, by the agi-
tation of the winds, the tides and cur-
vents, every moveable thing is carried
farther and farther along the fhelving
bottom of the fea, towards the unfa-
thomable regions of the ocean.

If the vegetable {oil is thus con-
{tantly removed from the furface of
‘the land, and if its place is thus to be
fupplied from the diffolution ‘of the
folid earth, as here reprefented, we
may perceive an end to:this beautiful
machine ; an end, arifing from no er-
yor in its conftitution as a world, but
from that defbructibility of its land
which is fo neceffary in the {yftem of
the globe, in the cconomy of life and
yegetation. ;

We have now confidered the globe
of this earth as a machine, conltruc-
ted upon chymical as well as mecha-
aical principles, by which its different
parts are all adapted, in form, in qua-
Yicy, and in quantity, to @ certain end ;
an end attained with certainty or fuc-
.cefs 5 and an end from which we may
perceive wildom, in contemplating the
means employed.

But is this world to be confidered
thus merely as a2 machine, to laft no
longer than its parts retain their pre-
{ent pofition, their proper forms and
qualities 2 or may it not be alfo. con-
fidered as an organized body ? fuch
as has a conftitution, in which the ne-
- ceffary decay of the machine is natu-
zally repaired, in the exertion of thofe
produdtive powers by which it had
been formed 2

This is the view in which we are
WOV 1o examine the globe ; to fee if

Aifradi of Dr Hutton’s

there be, in the conflitution of this
woild, a reprodudtive operation, by
which a ruined conftitution may be
again repaired, and a duralic,{ or {ta-
bility thus procured +t& 1 ;achiney
confidered as a world ﬁlh:eu'uing plants
and animals. :
. If no fuch reproduéive power, or
reforming operation, after due inquiry',
is to be found ifi the conftitution of
this world; we fhould have reafon to
conelude, that7he &llem of this earth
has either been intentionally made im-
perfect, or has not been the work of
infinite power and wifdom.

In what follows, therefore, we are
to examine the conftruéion of the
prefent earth, in order to underftand
the natural operationssof time paft ; to
acquire principles by which we may
conclude with regard to the future
courfe of things, or judge of thofe o-
perations by which a world, o wife=
ly ordered, goes into decay ; and to
learn by what means fiich a decayed
world may be renovated, or the wafte of
habitable landupon the globe repaired.

Asgit is not in human record, but
in natural hiffory, that we are to look
for the means of afcertaining what has
already been, it is here propofed to
examine the appearances of the earth,
in order to be informed of operations
which have been tranfacted in time
paft. Tt is thus that, from principles
of natural philofophy, we may arrive
at {fome knowledge of order and fyf~
tem in the economy of this globe, and
may form a rational opinion with re-
gard toithe courfe of nature, or to e-
vents which are in time to happen.

The folid parts of the prefent land'
appear, in general, to have been coms~
pofed of the produttions of the feas®
and of other materials fimilar to thofe
now found upon the fhores. Hence
we find reafon to conclude,

1/, That the land on which we
reft is not fimple and original, but
thatit is a compofition, and had been
formed by the operation of fecond .
caufess

adlyy
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2dly, That, before the prefent land
was made, there had fubfilted a world
compo®d cof fea and land, in which
were, tille
peratioris at tie bottom of the fea as
now take place.  And, ”
Laf#ly, That, while the prefent land
was forming at the bottom of the ‘o-
cean, the former land maintaiged plants
and afiimals ; at leaft, the fea was in-
habited by animals, in ‘a fimilar man-
mer as Jt is at preschit 7
Hence we are led to gonclude, that
the greater part of our land, if not the
whole,had been produced by operations
-natural to this globe; but that, in order
1o make this land a permanent bedy,
refiftingthe operations ofghe waters, two
things had been required; 1/%, The con-
folidation of mafies formed by collec-
tiogs of loofe or incoherent materials;
2dly, The elevation of thofe confoli-
dated maffes from the botwom of the
fea, the place where they were collec-
ted, to the flations in which they now
remain above the level of the ocean.
Here are two different changes,
which may ferve mutually to throw
fome light upon each other 3 for, as
the fame f{ubje& has been made to un-
dergo both thefe changes, and as it is
. from the examination of this Mubject
.that we are to learn-the nature of
thofe events, the knowledge of the
one may lead us to fome undgrftand-
ing of the other. i s
Thus the fubject is confidered as
naturally divided into two branches,
to be feparately examined: Firff, by
swhat natural operation ftrata of loofe
materials had been formed into folid
maffes 5 ferordly, By what power of
.nawre the confolidared ftrata at the
bottom of the fea had been transform-
ed into fand. ~ °
With regard to the fif? of thefe,
the confolidation of ftrata, there are
* two ways in which this eperation may
be conceived to have been performed ;
firft, by means of the folution of bo-
™y dies in water, and the after concretion

j"ﬁf thefe diffolved {ubftances, vden fe-

3
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parated from their folvent; fecondly,
the fufion of bodies by means of heat,
and the fubfequent congelation of thofe

d currents, with fuch o-=confolidating fubftances.

‘With regard to the operation of
water, it is fir/? confidered, how far
the f)owcr of this {olvent, ating in the
natural fituation of thofe ftrata, might
be fufficient to produce the effec ; and
here 1t 1s found, that wateralone, with=
out any cther agent, cannot be fuppo-
fed capable of inducing folidity among
the materials of ftrata in that fituation.
Itis, 2d)y, confidered, how far, fup-
poling water capable .of confolidating
the ftrata in that fituation, it might
be concluded, from examining natural
appearances, that this had been actual-
ly the cafe? Here again, having pro-
ceeded upon this principle, that water
could only confblidate’ltrata with fuch
fubftances as it has the power to dif-
{olve, and having found ftrata confo-
lidated with every fpecies of fubftance,
it is concluded, that ftrata in general
have not been confolidated by means
of 2queons folution,

With regard to the other probable
means, heat and fuffon, thefe are found
to be perfeéily competent for produ-
cing the end in view, as every Kind of
fubftance may by heat be rendered foft,
or brought into fufion, and as ftrata -
are adtually found confolidated with®
every different fpecies of fubftance.

A more particular difcuffion is then
entered into : Here, confolidating fub-
ftances are confidered as being claffed
under two different heads,, viz. filice-
ous and fulphureous bodies, with a
view to prove, that it could not be by
means of aqueous folution that ftrata
had been confolidated with thofe par-
ticular fubftances, but that their con=
{olidaion had been accomplithed by
means of heat and fufion. g

Sal Gem, as a fubftance {oluble in
“water, is next confidered, in order to
fhow that this body had beer laft in
a melted flate ; and this example is
confirmed by one of foflile alkali. The
cafe of particular feptaria of iron-{tone,
a8
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alobe s and thefe we conclude to be
the effetts of fuch a power precifely
as (h;ﬁ'ab,out which we now/ Inquire.
VoRusues are thus confidered as the
proper difcharges of a fuperfluous or
redundint power 3 not as things acci-'
dental in the courfe of nature, but as
ufeful for the fafery of mankind, and

. as forming a natural ingrc{%ent in the

conflitution of the glabe s

The doétripe e sher Confivmed, by
examining this earth, and by finding
every where, befide the many: marks of
ancient voleanoes, abandance of fub-
terrancous or anerupted lava, in the
bafaltic rocks, the Stwedifh trap,®the
toadftone, the rag(tone, and whinftone
of Britain and Ireland, of which parti-
cular examples are cited, and a deferip-
tion given of the three different fhapes
in which that unerupted laya is fownd.

The peculiar nature of this fubter-
rancous lava is then examined ; a\m“'l a2
clear diftin@ion is formed between this

‘mineral rock and the common' voleh-
)

aic lavas. o

Lafily, The exte’r‘ﬁ'gx of this the
1y, refpecting mineral ftrata, to all pats:
of the globe, is made by finding & pr-
fo&t fimilarity in the folid land hro®
all the earth, although, in particular
places, it is attended with peculige
producions, with' which the prefest
inquiry is not concerned.

A theory is thus formed, with rer
gard to 2 mineral fyftem. - In this fyf
tem, hard and folid bodies are to be
formed from foft bodies, from loofe
or incoherent materials, collected to-
sether at the bottom of the fea; and
the bottom of the ocean is to be made
to change its place with relation to
the centre of the earth, to be formed
into land above the level of the fea,
and to jbecome a country ferule and
inhabited. \ )

That there is nothing vifionary in
this theory, appears from its havihg

heen rationally deduced from natural

events, from things which have alrea-
dy happened ; things which have left,
in the particular conflitutions of bo-

of the Earth.

dies, proper traces of the manner of
their prodution ; and things which
may be examined with all the accura=
cy, or reafoned upon with all the light,
that fcience can afford.  As it is oaly
by employing {cience in this manner,
that philofophy enlightens man with
the knowledge of that wifciom or de~
fign which is to be found in nature,
the {yltem now propofed, from unque{i
tionable principles, will claim the at-
tention: of {cientific men, and may be
admitted in: our fpeculations with e+
gard to the works of nature, notwith-
franding many fteps in the proguefs
may remain unknown.

By thus proceeding upon inveftiga~
ted principles, we are led to conclude,
that, 1f this part of the earth which
we now inhabit had been produced,
infthe courfe iof time, from the matee
rials of a former earth, we fhould, in
the examination of our land, find da-
ta from which to reafon, with regard
to the nature of that world which
had exifted during the period of time
in which the prefent earth was form-
ing ; and thus we might be brought
to underftand the nature of that earth
which had preceded this ; how far it
had been fimilar to the prefent, in pro-
ducing plants and nourithing animals.
But this interefting point is perfectly.
afcertained, by finding abundance of
eyery manner of vegetable production,
as well'ag the feveral fpecies of marine
bolies, in the firata of our earth.

Having thus afcertained a regular
fyftem, in which the prefent land of
the globe had been firft formed at the
bottom of the ocean, and then raifed |
above the furface of the fea, a quef-
tion naturaily oceurs with regard to
time 3 What had been the fpace of
time neceflary for accomplifhing this
great work 2 i oty

In order to form a judgment con=
cerning this fubjed, our attention is
direed to another progitfs in the
fyftem of the globe, namely, the de-
{tru&ion of the land which had pre=
ceded that on which we dwell. No;v,
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tending their bodies. But the faleon,
the dog, and the fox, purfue their
prey with intelligence and addrefs.

In Senegal, the ofttich fits upon
her eggs only during the night, lea-
wing them in the day to the heat of
the fan. At the Cape of Good Hope,
where the heat is not o great, {h8 fits
upon them 'day and dight. = Rabbis,
when domelticated, are not inclined
0 burrow. Bees augment the depth
of their cells, and increafe theit num-
ber, yas occafion requires. A walp
carrying out a dead companion from
the neft, if he finds it too heavy, cuts
off the head, and carries out the load
in two portons. In countries infeft-
ed with monkies, birds, which iz o-
ther countries build in bufhes or clefts
of trees, fufpend. their nefts at the cod
of flender twigs. The nymphz of
water-moths, which cover themfelves
with cafes of ftraw, gravel, or fhells,
contrive to make their cafes nearly in
equilibrium with the water : when too
heavy, they add a bit of wood er ftraw;
when too light, a bit of gravel. A
cat, when {hut into a clofet, has been,
knewn to open the latcR with its
Paws.

The third clafs of inflin&s com-
prehends all thefe that are improve-
able by experience and obfervation.

The fuperiority of man over the
other animals, feems to depend chiefly
on the great number of inflin@s with
which heis endowed. Traces of every
inftinét which he poffeffes are'difcover=
able in the brute-creation, but no par-
ticular fpecies enjoys the whole. On
the contrary, moft animals are limited
to a fmall number., This appears to
be the reafon why the inftincts of
brutes are ftronger, and more {teady
in their eperation than thofe of man,
and their adtions more uniform.

Moft humafl inftin&@s receive im-
provement from experience and obfer-
vation, and are capable of a thoufund
modifications.  One inflin€t counter-
adts and modifies another, and often
extinguifhes the origingl mouive to

-ed  to irfaginai

Afra of Mi Smellic’s L7y on Inflindk

adtion., The inftin& of fear 18 ofteny
counteraded by ambition and refents
ment s The nflin& of anger, by feary
by thamf, by coatempt, by comgziﬂibn.
Of modified, compounded, afid ex~
tended inftings, there are many ex-
amples. Devotion is an extenfion of -
the inftinct of love, to the firft Caufe
or Author of the Univerfe. Super-
ftition is the inftinét of fear extend<
‘obje@s of terror.
Hope is t.+ inftinct of love directed
0 FUENIE gO0UI o rnsis the infindt
of loye direéted toan imptoper object
Fear 1s likewife an ingredient of this_
attachment. -Envy is compounded of
Tove, avarice, ambition, and fear, Sym=
pathy is the inflinét of fear transferred
into another perfon, and refledied back,
upun ourfelves.  In this manner all
the modified, compounded, or extend~
ed patlions of the hu¥g nrind, may
be traced back to their original ins
{hnéts, ;
The inftin@s of brutes are likewife
mproved by obfervation and experi-
ence.  Of fuch improvement, the dog,
the elephant, the horfz, the camel, af
ford nymerous and ftrong inftances.
From thefe and other examples,
given of the different clafles of inflin&t;
DMr Smellie argucs, that inftingt is an
original quality of mind, which, in
man, as well asin other animals, may
be improved, modified, and extended,
by experience.
* Senfation implies a fentient principle
or mind. Whatever feels, therefore, '
is mind.  OF courfe, the loweft fpe~
cies. of animals is endoged with
mind. ~ But the minds of animals
have very different powers 3 and thefe
powers are exprefied by peculiar acs
tions. - The {trulture of their bodies
is uniformly adapted to the powers of
their minds ; and no mature animal
attemp ions which nature has not
enabled®t to perform : The inflinds,
however, of animals, appear often pre=
vioully to the expanfion of thofe in«
flruments which natre intended they
{hould employ.  "Llis view of inftinét,
L=
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fhot. Tt is impoflible to conceive the
* fanciful appearance which Nature af-
fames in this oven. «Oxn the right we
Teft a fecond oven, and entered a ca-
vern where nothing was to be feen
but rocks, overturned, broken, lJeup-
ed or fufpended, ¢ indicating® violent
convulfions in the bowels of the earth:
every thing wore a dreadful afped,
and we ‘hurried through, left one of
thefe enormons maffes which feemed
3eady to fall fhould crufh us in pieces.
A littde afterwards we found ourfelves
ftanding on them, having a view of
others that produced fimilar effeds.
It was a valt amphitheatre, where we
grew familiar with fear ; and where
optics, and the rales of geometry, were
perpetually fet at nought. :
Thefe firft caverns were known to
the country people, but, as they were
not the principal objed of our invefti-
gation, we came arlaft toa place at
which M. Lonjonhad formerly fprung
2 mine. ¢
The paffage is narrow, and cannot
be catered but by creeping, This
hole leads to a fpace large *enough to
hold enly about a dozen ofpeople.
Behind three {mall columns we difz
‘covered a refervoir filled with muddy
water 3 a prodigious number of bats
were our companions in this little
{pace ; upon the rocks we found many
cryftallizations in the form of planes's
they were white and flining, and made
a fine contralt with the dark ground
on which they were laid, © A paffage,
oppofite to that by which ‘we had en-
tered, led to a place {o large that the
eye could not eftimate the fize of it.
‘Into this there+as no road but by a
rock of 5o feet. . To this we apply
our ladder of ropes, fixing it to a {ta
ladtite 5 each encourages the other,
looks down and inftantly recoils ; a
horrible precipice appears on every
fide 5 o flone is thrown in, which takes
2 confiderable time to defcend H
ar laft heard fhriking and bounding
from rock to rock for fome time be-
" foreit ceafes. A falfe {tep, or giddi-

Defeription of tle Grotto of the Fairies 22 St Bauzile.

nefs, would inftantly decide the fate
of the Mardieft adventurer.

However, the: refolution is, taken.
The cagein before us, by the feeble
light ofy cur torches, promifes to in-
de}nnif'}' us for our labour. Pillars.of
prodigious height, an immenfe exca-
vation, an arch of which, even at the

5

place where we flood, it was impol=

fible to a ‘=rtain the elevation, preci-
pices of w.'ch we could not fathom
the depth, all tena toraipire us with
fear, and to flinlate our curiofity.
A peafant of Ganges, called Peter,
as alert as intrepid, is the firft to
venture : M. Brunet fcllows him ; we
Ioft fight, at the diftance of three fa~
thoms, of the perfon defcending, the
time he took up feemed enormous, the.
rock ceafed abruptly at twenty feet,
and the ladder without fupport fwung
in the air and turned round upon itfelfy
The dead filence, the feeble light,
which diminithed the obfourity without
difpelling i¢, the fear occafioned by this
profound {olitude, the alarming noife
of picees of broken flalactite falling
from the roof and bounding from rock
to rock, contributed to give our at-
tempt an air of enchantment. It is

poflible, that on fuch occafions the
mind may exaggerate its own fenfa- -

tions, but I defcribe thofe felt at the
time, and which we have fince fe~
veral' times ayowed. 2

I was the third to defcend's T was
tired with looking and liftening. The
ladder was already affected with the
defcent of the two perfons that pre
ceded me ; the fteps were too diftant
fromn each other, and made of cords 3
the weight of the ladder made them
{Hll more diftant ; T was obliged to

take fome time in holding by my hand, «

that I mighe find the {teps and detach

the ladder from the rock, without bea -

ing able ¢o {upport myfelf with the o=
ther hand on account of the diftance :
all thefe circum{tances exhaufted my
firength, {o that having defoended a-
bout a third of the ladder, oy lefe
artn became unable to fupport me, and

. L remained
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