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Qur Task Ahead

Dr. Y. KoNnDAL RAO, L.I.M.

COMMEMORATION ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE
VENKATARAMANA AYURVEDA COLLEGE AND
DISPENSARY ON THE OCCASION OF THE 67TH

ANNIVERSARY AND THE FOUNDER’S DAY
ON 24—3—1973

1t is a pleasure to be associated with you on this occasion
of the founder’s day celebration.

At the outset I wish to start my address by quoting the
illustrious son of the founder Sri K. Chandrasekara l:er * it
would need more powerful imagination to realise how in times
of comparatively poor initiative and response to appeal, there
could have existed men of rare vision and conspicuous ability
to accomplish some of the most cherished objectives of Indians
in the early period of their national regeneration’. Such was
the personality of Sri V. Krishnaswamy Iyer, the founder of
this Institution who had number of such growing foundations
to his credit.

All his activities are dynamic in doing something net
merely for our own benefits and that of those around us, but
also for the good of those who shall come after us.

I wish to recount excerpts from his convocation address
from Mahavagga to highlight his ideals.

“ With brains enlarged and hearts expanded, with character
more valuable than knowledge, one must wander forth for the
gain of the many, the welfare of the many in compassion for
the world””. He was an embodiment of these lofty principles.

I am to quote from his valuable sayings to indicate that
he is a person of perfection. ‘‘It is a thing of common
experience whether in the learned professions or in the official
or commercial line that the aspirant for success and future
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advancement does not give to his calling the best of what is in
him. Dilettante labour is foredoomed to failure. If you follow
the lives of the great ones of this or any other land you will be
impressed by the truth of the poets words. ““No profit grows
where is no pleasure taken’. Study and work both in full
measure adopted to your calling, in all its stages is the least
price you have to pay for certain success. The time when all
knowledge was one’s province is a past which can never return.
Master thoroughly the fraction of possxble things which you
have marked for your own ”’.

So motivated Sri Krishnaswamy Iyer fulfilled many of his
dreams in the short span of life of nearly forty nine years.
He being a lawyer by profession imposed his unique stamp in
the fields of Banking System, Economy of the Country,
Education, Fine Arts, Industrial Associations, Legislation,
Public Activities, Politics, Publication works, Philanthropy,
Religion, Social work and so on.

In this phase this Venkataramana Ayurveda College and
Dispensary and a sister iostitution, The Madras Sanskrit
College are the outcome of the philanthropic attitude of that
devoted soul.

The report necessitating this institution in the year 1905
states that “‘serious, systematic and scientific study of Hindu
Medicine had become a thing of past. The feeble attempts
that were made in this direction in South India are confined to
the native states of Mysore and Travancore, and even there,
they are in need of more liberal encouragement *’.

Generally that was the motive of all concerned with the
development of this science throughout the early part of this
century.

He visualised this foundation to be a Banian Tree to
provide comforts to a large section of the population. In mass
base organisation we must carry the conviction of every
individual and schemes should pass through the usual
procedures whlgh may or may not fructify. Foreseeing these
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difficulties in mass base, his legal acuman instituted it as a trust.
This kind of administrative device has its own advantages.
Expecially in the direction of carrying out expansion schemes,
such a structure alone is helpful. With vision sufficient, such
Trust can marshall things to surprising magnitude.

But for a man working in this field for considerable time
and longing for the regeneration of the science in an appealing
manner, it looks that the study and work both in full measure
which Sri V. Krishnaswamy Iyer considers the least price one
has to pay for certain success, have not played their role in
perpetuation of such ideals. Monumental contributions right
from Charaka, Susrutha and Vaghbata etc. till the medieval
period are the testimonies of such study and work. It is only
the contributions of such eliie circle that can fulfil this
intellectual job. They drew all relevant informations from
various sources, studied them thoroughly, worked on them with
utmost seriousness and contributed their own findings to enrich
the science. This kind of feedback alone is the backbone for
progress. Various treatises of ancient and modern times are
being enriched by this method of feedback. As far as the
science of Indian medicine is concerned there is no serious,
systematic and scientific approach which the founder aimed at.
It is stagnent from medieval time.

The institution, of which Iam the Secretary, though
succeeded in creating a little impression about these systems of
medicines, it is not a point for complecency. The field that
we have chosen is manufacturing of Indian Medicines and its
vistas are wide open necessitating and permitting further
improvement. It demands full time involvement in it. Coming
under Drug Act, it warrants standardisation work right from
the basic raw materials stage to consumer level. This is the
case with a fraction of one of the Ashtangas that we have
marked for our own, Such being the case this foundation
being also a teaching institution choosing Ashtangas as a whole
as its province, ought to have progressed much more.

Spectacular achievements of modern sciences are due to
feedback by savents in respective fields. = These savents are not
created over night. Itisalong drawn process like forming
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a pearl in an oystershell. But it requires a promising
precondition capable of producing such results. :

So the alumini that pass out of institution should have
such training that may raise them to the level of feeder back:
It is with this idea all teaching institutions and industrial
organisations should be keen on research and development. In
the absence of such activity stagnation only results. Even to
aim af such research and development activity, one should have
fertile base to research on and proper personnel to do that job.

Regarding the fertility of this base there is no second
opinion among well informed circles. It requires only proper
interpretation and demonstration, Imagination, manipulation
and perszrverance are factors essential to accomplish them.
These are not at all applied all these days or if applied not
seriously, systematically or scientifically.  Sproadic, ill-
qualified and unqualified attempts in this direction have not
only contributed nothing to the science but substantially to the
personality. In the absence of concrete contribution, which
alone is a perennial source for development, false claims die

- out with the individuals. The defect is in their built - in-
mechanism which is not capable of visualising widely, conceiv-
ing clearly, manipulating perfectly and persuing it unceasingly.
All these things are possible only by systematic education. So
the system of Indian Medicine if at all withstood the test of
time it is only because of its intrinsic merit. Nobody can claim
a share in it. So there is sufficient proof to the fact that this
science is a fertile field for study and research.

Being a science, it is essential to have more practical
training along with theoretical classes. Graduates passing
out should have confidence to face the realities in life. To
achieve this object, various formulations are being tried from a
very long time and the results are far from satisfaction. Career
oriented education, “over specialisation and craze for public
status on one side and proclamation that last word has been
said in ancient treatise on the other side, has resulted in
recognising barefoot doctors for national health scheme today-
The climate is so uncertain that it makes crystallisation
impossible..
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So the need of the hour isto demonstrate the ancient findings
of this sclence, make the alumini understand, study and work
on them and equip them with such unerring and unambiguous
data that can be applied in similar conditions. Then they
will be able to do this intellectual job and their findings will
be additions to the originals, By this process even a few
literary couplets of certain letters will be translated into
practical laboratories, general and special treatment wards,
manufacturing factories, investigation centres and so on.
Confidence infused by such conditions make a graduate fit to
face any problem in that field.

A few volumes of civil and criminal codes have created
to-day a net work of judiciary and apex bodies only through
such process of feeding back. It is the case with every branch
of knowledge.  So it should be in the case of Indian System of
Medicine also But it is a collective task and not of an
individual. I am ever ready with my humble co-operation this
uphill task of noble character.
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