2 a2,
7AS 70N







‘g///z

241

I

(74

roled

—_—






















The Moral Zoologist.

The MORAL ZOOLOGIST.
- (Continued from p.520.)

THE DSCHIKKETEI, OR WILD
A MULE.

‘THIS animal, in size and form;

" resembles the common mule, or the

offspring of the horse and the ass,
or the ass and mare. It hasa large
head, flat forehead, gradually de-
creasing in. width towards the nose.
The eyes are.of a dark ash colour,
and of a middling size. Ithas thirty-
eight teeth, which is two less than
the horse ; the ears are also longer
than those of a horse, and lined
with a thick, whitish, curling coat of
hair. The neck is slender and com-
pressed ; the mane upright, short,
soft, and of a greyish hue; in lieu of
a foretop there is a short taft of
downy hair, about an inch and three
quarters long. The body is long,
the back very little elevated, and the
breast protuberant and sharp. The
limbs are long, and of an elegant
construction ;  the thighs thin, like
those of a common mule. On the
interior part of the fore legs is an
oval callus; none on the hinder ones.
The hoofs are of an oblong form,
smooth, and black. The tail is slen-
der, like tha¢#®f a cow, and destitute
of hair for half its length; the re-
maining part is covered with long
ash-coloured hairs. In the winter
“season the coats of these animals are
grey at the tips, and of a brownish
ash-colour at the base; the hair is
about two inches long, and in the
fineness of its texture very similar
to that of a camel, and undulated or
waved on the regions of the back.
In sommer their coat is shorter,
beautifully sleek, and elegantly
marked with small spots. The end

of the nose is white ; from thence.

to the crown or forctop inclining

to a tawny hue. The belly, but-

tocks, and the interior part of the

limbs, are white. From the mane a
VYer. XXXII.
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blackish testaceous line extends on
the ridge of the back to the fail,
which is broadest on the loins, and
gradually decreases. The colour of
the upper part of the body is a yel-

‘lowish grey, which bécome. = a

paler hue towards the sides. “The
length of the animal, from the tip of
the nose to the base of the tail, is six
feet seven inches ; the trunk of the
tail is one foot four inclies long,
beyond which the hairs extend eight
inches. The height is three feet
nine. . This species inhabit the de-
serts between the rivers Onon and
Argan, in the southern regions of
Siberia, the extensive plain and de-
serts in Western Tartary, and the
famed arid deserts of Gobi, which
reach even to India. In Siberia
they are found in very small num-
bers, and appear as if they were acs
cidentally detached from the nu-
merous herds to -the south of the
Russian dominions. They avoid
woody situations, and lofty moun-
tains covered with snow. InTar~
tary they are abundant in the vi=
cinity of Taricnoor, a salt lake,
which at certain periods is dried up.
These animals are of a social na-
ture, and form themselves into herds,
usually consisting of a chief, and
mares and colis to the number -of
about twenty; but frequently these
socicfies are less numerous. The
female produces but one foal at a
birth, which attains maturity, in
form, dimensions, and colour, by
the third year. When these ani-
mals are thus perfected, the seniors
chase them from the herd, and they
retreat till they find a suitable mate,
when they establish a similar social
communify. This species always
carry their heads horizontally, ex-
cept when they take to flight, in
which state they hold them upright,
and erect their mane. Their voice or
neighing is of a deeper cadence
and louder tone than that of a horse.
These animals are fierce and un-
4D tractable,

-
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tractable, and, when they fight, like
the horse, defend themselves by
biting and kicking. In fleetness of
mbtion they even exceed the ante-
lope ; and, in consequence of their
_great _uty,the Mongalians, when
they shoot them, are obliged to hc.
in ambush, and have recourse to
stratagem. They are timid and eau-
tious m their disposition ; as the male
which heads the herd is always on
his guard, and vigilantly observes
the niotions of the hunter. When
they perceive any meditated assault,

they run round and round their pur-
suer, and afterward rejoin the herd,
which unanimously fly with preci-
pitation. By endeavouring to be
convinced they are pursued, they
often approach so near to the hunts-
men as to enable them to shoot
them securely. Itis also remarked,
that, in rainy or boisterous weather,
the weight of the atmosphere ren-
ders them stupid, consequently less
cautious in admitting the appreach
of the human species. The flesh
of these animals is eaten by the
Mongalians and the Tangusi ; their
skinsare also used for the purpose of
making boots. = These animals bave
a quick scent, and keen perception
of hearing, which occasions the
Mongalians to call them dschikketei,
which implies the eared. This spe-
ciesanciently extended farthersouth,
and was evidently the halfass de-
scribed by Aristotle, which was

famed for being prolific and fleet :

the former quality caused them to

be regarded as wonders, the com-

mon mules being usually barren.

Of these mongrel productions it will

be necessary to make some mention.

COMMON MULES.

The term mule implies the off-
spring of two animals of different
species ; though it ismore especially
applied to the progeny of a horse
and she-ass, or an ass and a mare,

o
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These animals are very hardy, and
proverbially obstinate. In form and
disposition they resemble the ass
more than the horse, The finest of
these mongrels are bred: in Spain,
and very large ones are produced in
Savoy. The French distinguish the
mules brought forth by the she-ass .
by the term ¢ bardeau:’ this animal
1s smaller than the mule produced by
the mare.

As Providence has wisely ordain-
ed that no material innovations
should take place in the animal eco-
nomy, mules and every species of
heterogeneous productions, if they
are not invariably barren, are at
least but rarely endned with the
power of continuing their spurious
race: evidences of their fecundity
are so extraordinary, as scarcely to
admit of belief, though some parti-
cular instances are attested by seve-
ral respectable naturalists. Buteven
if this circumstance should exist, it
is in so limited a degree as not to
continue in succession— therefore
cannot subvert the rational systema-
tic opinion, that the Supreme Being
inviolably preserves the operations
of every created atom, and conse-
quently restrains the wanton inge-
nuity of man; who, by seeking to
produce varieties 1h the animal
tribes, would, by succeeding in that
endeavour, intreduce deformity and
universal degeneration.

Exclusive of the mongrel produc-
tions already specified, goats and
ewes form a cross-breed, as well as
dogs and wolves, and several other
animals; but as these unnatuoral al-
liances cannot be agreeable to the
intent of the Great Author of Na-
ture, I shall forbear to expatiate on
the subject beyond what is necessa-
ry to connect the chain of existing
animals; the inquiry into their re-
spective variations heing rather a
curious speculation than an improv=
ing pr entertaining research.

THE
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; * THE TAME ass.
. The ass, by many naturalists, has
been considered as a degenerated

horse ; yet, from the uniform cecono- -

my of nature, it evidently appeais
this race of animals form a distinct
species. ‘The ass has long slouch-
ing ears, and a short mane; the tatl is
covered with long hairs at the extre-
mity ; the body is usually of anash co-
lour, with a black bar cross the shoul-
ders; the hoof consists of one piece;
and he has six cutting teeth in cach
jaw. The dimensions of this animal
are less than those of a horse. The

asses of Africa and the East are
famed  for their size and beauty.

“animal, frem the native su-
periority of the horse, becomes a
second-rate instrument of conve-
nience, agd'cloﬁse_quéhtly"is consigi-
ed to drudgery; and, as'a natural
effect, is'not cultivated or embel-
lished by art, but appears in a state
of the wildest simplicity. To qua-
lify him to endure the indignities
offered to him, heissignally patient;
and, as the means of enabling him
to execute the laborious services
thatare imposed onhim, beisendued
with extraordinary strength, and is
natuarally propense to arduous por-
suits: in his appetite he is not only
temperate as {o quantity, but hum-
ble as to the quality of his food, as
. he contentedly eats the herbage
which the horse rejects; but he is
extremely nice respecting ihe water

that he drinks, which is ever of the’

purest kind. As no care is taken fo
refine the coat of this animal, he
frequently rolls himself on the grass,
and, by the friction of thistles or
ferns, adjusts his hair. - He appears
averse to wetting his feet, and 1s less
obnoxious to vermin than most other
quadrupeds, which may perhaps be
ascribed to the thick texture of his
skin. - This animal, notwithstanding
the ill treatment he but too generally
Teceives, manifests attachment to

R TR T
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* his master. In fine, this persecuted

PR

$71 -

member of the brute creation has a
fine ear, quick scent, and acute oral
perceptions; and, if it were not for
the comparative excellences of the
horse, wounld be esteemed by the
human race as one of the most be~
neficial subjugated tribes. :
"The ass is generally proneunced
to be stupid, obstinate, and slow ;
but these gualities are only the na-
tural consequences of age and ill
treatment; as when he is young he
is gay, tractable, and even-graceful.
As the natural passions incident to
animal nature exist with uncommon
force in this species, their attach-
ment to their offspring is so strong,
th&t the female, it is reported, will
even pass through fire to rejoin her
young, when by any accident she
has been separated from them. The
female usually brings forth one colt,
and sometimes, though rarely, two.
Her time of gestation is nearly
twelve months. = Like to the horse,
these animals are three or four years
before they attain maturity: the
length of their life but rarely ex-
ceeds twenty-five or thirty years.
The female is said to live longer
than the male, probably owing to
the kinder {reatment she recetves
during her pregnant state, which 1s
the condition of the greatest part of
her life.  These animals sleep even
Jess than the horse, and never lie

- down to repose, unless they are ex-

hausted by fatigne. Their nature
is also more robust than that of the
horse, and their bodies” subject to
fewer diseases: the glanders is the
principal malady incident to these
hardy animals. Tle ass differs very
essentially from the horse i its
voice, as the former brays and the
latter neighs. Asses are unquess
tionably natives of warm latitudes,

‘and degenerate in size and other

qualities, in proportion to the tem-
perature of the climes they inhabit,
; 4D 2 They
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They appear to have been originally

natives of Arabia, and from thence
to have passed into Egypt; from
Egypt they probably advanced to
Gieece, and from Greece most like-
ly were transported to ltaly, and so
to Germany, Britain; Sweden, &ec.
When America was disco-
vered by the Europeans, no asses
were found on that vast continent,
though the southern regions appear
peculiarly adapted to .their nature;
those transported thither h.avm_g
multiplied greatly, and herding in
troops. g i

In the regions of India and Gui-
nea, asses are larger, stronger, and
of more general use than hors::s.
They are also highly esteemed”at
Madura, where they are revered
by the 1dolatrous inhabitants, from
the absurd idea that the souls of the
nobility transmigrate into the body
of these animals. From Senegal to
China the ass species is infinitely
more numerous than that of the
horse.

Wild asses are more common
than wild horses, and require to be
separately described, as they differ
in many essential qualities from the
tame kind. S

THE WILD ASS, OR KOULAN.

This animal was denominated
¢onager’ by the Greeks, and by
many naturalists has been mistaken
for the zebra, rotwithstanding. it
is not of so elegant a structure, or
distinguished by such characteristic
marks. The wild ass hasan elevated

. forehead, much arched; ears inva-
riably erect, sharp-pointed, and lined
with curled hair of a whitish hue ;
the eyes of a livid-brown cast; the
lips thick ; the nostrils large and
oval. This animal is much higher
@n its imbs than the tame ass, and
its legs are more delicately formed.
It resembles the tame kind in the
narrowness of its chest and body,

The Moral Zoologist.

but holds its head conﬁderahly
higher, and its scull is remark-
ably thin. TIts mane 15 dusky, and
formed of soft woolly hair, which
extends quite to the shoulders. The
hairsat the extremity of the tail are
about a span long, and of a coarse
texture; the colour of the hair in
general is silvery white. The upper
part of the face, the sides of the:
neck and body, and hinder part of
the thighs, are of a flaxen hue; the
latter are separated from the flanks .
by a white line, which extends
round the rump to the tail. The
belly and legs are white. On the
ridge of the back, from the mane
to the tail, there is a stripe of bushy
waved hairs of a coffee hue, which
gradually decreases in width to the
base of the tail; another stripe of a
similar colour crosses that already
described at the shoulders (in male
subjects only). The band on the
back, or dorsal band, as well as the
mane, are bounded on each side by
a beautiful white line. In the win-
ter season the coat of this animal is
very fine, soft, and of a silky texture,
also much undulated or'waved, and
in quality similar to that of the
camel: its colour is brighter at this
period than any other. In summer
its coat is smooth; the sides of the
neck are marked with shaded rays
pointing downwards. The dimen-
sions of a male are six feet teninches
from the tip of the nose to the base
of the tail; the tail is two feet one
inch and a half; its anterior height
1s four feet two inches, its posterior
four feet six inches. !
The habitudes of these animals
nearly resemble those of the dschik-
ketei and wild horse. They are
migratory, and assemble in troops
under the command of a leader:
they are of a shy nature, and often
stop i the midst of their course,
when they will suffer the approach
cf the human species, but instantly:
pursue
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~ pursue their way -with incredible
agility. The flesh of these animals
is made an article of food by the

Arabs and Tartars, and by the an--

cient Romans was esteemed a deli-
cacy. It is reported that it is mere
agreeable to the taste when kept
two days after being boiled.

This species wereanciently found
in the Holy Land, Syria, the land of
Uz, or Arabia Deserta, Mesopota-
mia, Phrygia, and Lycaonia: at
present they are only found in the
dry mountainous parts of Great
Tartary, but not further than lat. 45°,
As they are migratory, they feed in
the summer season to the east and
north of Lake Aral, and in autumn
collect in herds, eonsisting of thou-
sands, to secure a warm winter re-
sidence to the north of India; but
the Persian regions, particularly the
mountains of Casbin, are their ge-
neral retreat. The untractable dis-
position of these animalsisnoticed in
various passagesof. Holy Writ; yetin
later times they havebeen trained to
some degree of docility, and by the
Rersians are used for draught and
other important purposes. They
are very fleet, and in general taken
in pitfalls. Their usual food is saline
plants found in the deserts, and bit-
ter lacteous herbs: they also prefer
salt or brackish water to that of a
fresh quality, The Persians esteem
the bile of this animal as a specific
remedy for a dim sight. Of thelt
skin, particularly that part about
the regions of the rump, the kind of
ornamental covering called ¢sha-
green’ is made, which is granulated
by art, as it is not naturally rough.
Horse’s skin also may be converted
into this commodity.

THE ZEERA.

The zebra, notwithstanding it is
a genuine species, appears, ona
cursory view, to be of an interme-
diate nature between the horse and

T S .
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ass. It is a beautiful animal. 1n_
general, it is smaller than the horse
and larger than the ass; yet, by
resembling both those animals in
many particulars, has often beeh
denominated the ¢ wild horse’ and
the ¢striped ass.’ This apparent
compound animal has a short erect
mane; a tail with long hairs at the

extremity. The body of the male
is striped alternately with black and

yellow bands from the back to

the belly; the thighs are marked

crossways; and the female striped

in a similar manner with black and

white lines, which are disposed in a

parallel direction, and the shades

produce a beautiful and vivacious

contrast. This animal is of an ele-

gant construction, and very fleet;

but vicious, untractable, and useless.

This speciesare gregarious, and are

natives of Afiica, from Ethiopia to

the Cape of Good Hope, and from

thence as far as Congo.

THE QUACHA, OR OPEAG.HA-

The quacha has been mistaken
by many naturalists for the female
zebra, though it evidently differs
from the precedingspecies, by being
of a more robust construction, and
less untractable in its habitudes; as
they have been so far rendered do-
cile as to be used to draw small car-
riages. This animal is striped like
the zebra on the head ard body,
but with fewer lines. Its flanks are
spotted; the rump is plain. The
ground colour of the head, neck,
body, and rump, is a bright bay ;
the belly, thighs, and legs, are
white, and destitute of marks.

In these several species compre-
hended in the horse genus, particu~
larly in the superior classes, we
should thankfully survey the kind
dispensations of Providence in' am-
ply granting such adl_'oit animals
peculiarly to the service of man,
These subordinate instruments of

comfort

573



“comfort are evidently consigned to
our use in a limited degree, subject
to the restraining impulse of cbn-
science, as an effectual means of
preventing unreasonable requisi-
tions. The Scriptures inform us,
in the language of conviction, that
*a good man is merciful to his
beast;’ humanity yields her assent to
this assertion, and enforces its im-
portance by example; yet cruelty,
or its kindred asseciate, inattention,
violates the common dictates of

reason, and perverts the intention of

nature, by compelling every subju-
gated being to the exccution and
ministration of its base purposes.
The common principle of grati-
tude, which it 1s to be hoped exists
in every breast not alicnated from
the préclicc of social virtues, and
the unerringdictatesof philanthropy,
will urge the necessity of benign
treatment to those beings whose
services are so beneficial, and whose

natural spirit is tempered to a degree

of passive obedience, requisite in
animals. who from superiarity of
strength would be our rulers, if they
were not converted into the subor-
dinate station of servants. Your
Tadyship, from thebest of motives—a
senseof duty—rewardsthese faithful
agents of our convenience, not only
with due food, but iender care:
this laudable attention you extend
to the utmost bounds that prudence
and propriety prescribe; as, not-
withstanding kindness and suste-
nance should be indispensably
granted for the support of those
whose labours tend to advance our
. happiness or promote our interest,
mjudicious attachment or luxurious
provision are evident proofs of folly
and a spurious benevolence. Every
being has its destined course in the
common order of nature, and those
to whom labour is assigned m their
corporeal siructure are suited to the
peculiar purpose; therefore a ra-

- The Moral Zablogz‘&t.

tional exercise of those powers ara
conducive not only to the healih
but happiness of ‘the individual,

" As Providence has liberally dispens-

ed the invaluable blessing of dif-
fusive enjoyment to every class of
beings, he has omn{sciemly ordain-
ed that those services which are

‘expedient for the accommodation

of man should be congenial to the
creature, of whatever denomination,
that performs them: thus the steed
that conveys the hero participates in
the pleasure, if not the glory of the
exploit, and thereby receives an
efficient reward. In the scale of
being, subordination is the leading
trait which connects the several .
individuals n a permanent combinas
tion of social effects.

The herse, with inherent dignity,
is adapted to the use of princes,
and the most noble pursuits, and
the ass suited to the more humble
use ‘of peasants, and the per~
formance of ignoble services; which
proves that something superior to
the ingenuity of man has arranged
these important. variations, which
depend on the natural impulses of
the animals more than on the de=
gree of cultivation they receive.

The untractable ferocity of the
wild horse and the koulan are tacit
proofs of the savage propensity of
the animal tribes unmeliorated by
the influence of human prowess, and
the powerful effect of social inter-
course, which soften the nature, and
form the manners into amiable ha-
bitudes. Even the human race
require this cultivation, as a very
small portion of essential good 1s
acquired by intuition. Your lady-
ship is a briiliant example of the
efficacy of inherent virtue, embel-
lished by the most refined cultiva-
tion, which is resplendently display-
ed in your actions, and duly esti-
mated by EvceENia.

(Lo be continued.)
NSTANCES



Instances of Sensibility in Chaldren.

IvsTaNCES ¢f SENSIBILITY in
CHILDREN.

[ Related by M. de St. Pierre.]

g I wAs at Dresden in. 1765, and
happened to go to the Court-Thea-
tre: the piece performed was ¢ The
Father.” In came the Electress,
with one of her daughters, wha
might be about five or six years of
age. An officer of the Saxon guards,
who had introduced me, said, in a
whisper, € That child will ifiterest
you much more than the play.
In fact, as soon asshe had taken her

seat, she rested both hands on the

front of the box, fixed her eyes
on the stage, and remained, with
open mouth, immoveably attentive
to the performers. It was a truly
affecting exhibition; her face, 'like
a mirror, reflected all the different
passions which the drama was in-
tended to excite. You could sce
in succession, depicted upon her
countenance, anxiety, surprise, me-
lancholy, sorrow; at last, as the
interest increased from scene to
scene, the tears began to trickle
copiously down her little cheeks,
—accompanied with shivering, sigh-
ing, sobbing,—till it became neces-
sary at length to carry her out of the
box for fear of her being stifled.
My companion informed me, that, as
often as this young princess attend-
ed the representation of a pathetic
piece, she was obliged to retire be-
fore it came to the erisis.

T have witnessed instances of sen-
sibility still more affecting in the
children of the common people, be-
cause they were not produced by any
theatrical effect. As I wastaking
my walk, some years ago, through
the Pré St. Gervais, about the set-
ting in of winter, I observed a poor
woman lying along the ground, em-
ployed in weeding a bed of sorrel.
Close to her was a little girl,. of six’
years old at most, standing motion.

575

less, and quite impurpled with the
cold. I addressed myself to the
woman, who betrayed evident
symptoms of indisposition, and ins
quired into the nature of her malady.

¢ Sir,” said she to me, ¢for three -
months past I have suffered very
severely from the rheumatism; but
my disease gives me much less pain
than that poor child does: *she will
not quit me a single moment. IfI
say to her, “See, you are quite
benumbed with cold! go within
doors and warm yourself:” she re-
plies, ¢ Alas! mother, if T leave
you, your complaints will be your
only companion.” .

Another time, being at Marly, ¥
went into that magnificent park, and
amused myself in the woods with
looking at the charming groupe of '
children, who are feeding with vine
boughs and grapes a she-goat which
seems to play with them. At no
great distance is an inclosed pa-
vilion, where Louis XV. in fine
weather, sometimes went to enjoy a

. collation. Being caughtin a sudden

shower, I went in for a moment to
shelter myself; I there found three
children, who interested me muchy
more than the children in marble
without doors. They were two
little girls, uncommonly handsome,
employed, with singular activity,
in picking up, round the arbour, the
scattered sticks of dry wood, which
they deposited in a basket that stood
on the king’s table; while a little
boy, all in tatters, and extremely
lean, was devouring a morsel of
bread in a corner., I asked the tall-
est, who might be about eight or
nine years old, what she intended
to do with that wood which she was
so busily collecting? -

She replied, < Look, sir, at that
poor boy there; heisvery miserable.
He is so unfortunate as to have a.
step-mother, who sends him ou-t all
day long, to pick up wood: if he

carrics
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carries none home he is beaten se-
verely : when he happens to have
got a little, and is carrying it oﬂ',‘ the
Swiss at the park-gate takes it from
him, and applies it to his own use.
He is half-dead with hunger, and
we have given him our breakfast.’

Having thus spoken, she and her
companion filled the little basket,
helped him up with it on his back,
and run away before their unhappy
friend to the gate of the park, to see
if he could pass unmolested.

Orn GRATITUDE.
Trur gratitude is as rare as true

friendship. Both sentiments, when
they are wanting, are excluded from
the heart from the same causes.
To become a true friend it is neces-
sary to be born with sensibility, in-
tegrity, and solidity of character;
and without these qualities, which
are essential to friendship, it is im-
possible to have a heart truly grate-
ful. Ttis perhaps, likewise, becayse
benefactors themselves are fre-
quently destitute of the true prin-
ciples of beneficence and generosity,
that thereare almostas many ungrate-
ful persons as persons who have re-
ceived benefits. But it is so usual fo
bestow benefits from pride or selfin-
terest, and so rarelythat they proceed
only from goodness, that it 1s difficult
to expect that men, considering all
the imperfection of human nature,
should be more sincere in their gra-
titude than in their benevolence.
¢ True gratitude i¢ a sentiment the
more rare from its intrinsic value,
It must be placed among the num-
ber of those virtues which cost us
much to acquire, and which are
scarcely ever acquired unless we
have the happiness to be born with
a disposition favourable to thir
acquisition.

To feel a benefit, to wish fe
acknowledge it, aid to seize with
Joy the opportunity of making such
acknowledgment, may be the def-
nition of ,true gratitude. Who
would then suppose it is so difficult
to be grateful? Do-we not every
day meet with a thousand persons

~who value themselves on their grati

tude. But let us observe the whole
of their conduct, and we shall see
them fly their benefactors, and fear-
ful offmeeting with those opportuni-
ties of expressing their gratitude for
which they pretend so much to wish.

Men have, in fact, too much selfx
love, or a self-love too ill understood,
to be grateful with pleasure; as
they have too much ambition, and
too many personal mterests, to be
true friends. Only noble and firm
hearts, formed by sensibility and
probity, can find ‘true nobleness of
soul in gratitude. ‘The moment we
conceive ourselves humbled by re-
ceiving a benefit, it is impossible to
be grateful; but if we consider otir-
selves as superior to such anidea, the
heart then, without restraint, dic-
tates gralitude, and the exertion of
this sentiment raises the person
obliged not only to an equality with
his benefactor, but even perhaps
rendets him his superior.

e R S
The TREASURE; an APOLOGUE.

ALMANSOR, a rich and power-
ful Arabian, eat, drank, gamed, and
indulged himself in every species of
voluptuous dissipation. Once when
he was tormented, which is ever the
concomitant of satiety, he was
struck with the curious desire of
visiting the sepulchre of his ances-
tors. He descended, and wandered
between rows of rotting bones, not
avith the solemn refiesion that his
must ene day be mixed with them,

but

e
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but with the idea of a voluptuary,
(that it was very cool and pleasant:

Suddenly his eye wasattracted by
aninscription,which was half-erased.
It was this:

“Hereis hidden a greater treasure
than ever was possessed by Creesus.’

lmavzor, whose wealth was not
in a small degree exhausted, had
the vault immediately opened, and
found 2 handful of dust, under which
was a marble slab, containing these
words:

“Ere thou, deluded mortal, with
daring hand, profaned this vault,
reigned here uninterrupted peace—
a treasure which Crasus himself never
possessed.’

— R —

: The History of ROBERT the
BRAVE.

(Continued from page 525.)

AS soonasRobertand Rogerhad re-
turned to the count of Toulouse, and
informed him of all the particulars of
the last battle, which had terminated
their expedition with complete vic-
tory, that prince resolved no longer
to defer carrying into execution his
intention of conferring on them those
honours of which they had rendered
themselves so worthy. He there-
fore gave orders, on the same day,

. that all the knights within his states
should be summoned to repair to his
court.

To complete the happiness he
wished to bestow, he wrote, at the
same time, to the father of Roger,
expressing a wish to consult him on
an affair of importance. He added,

. thatas he was preparing a festival to
which he was desirous to give the
utmost splendor and elegance, he
requested that the countess, his
kinswoman, would favour him with
her presence at it, to participate in
its honours, and add to its embellish-
ment. o
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The two friends, when they learn-*
ed the determination of the count

-of Toulouse, and the steps he had

taken to carry it into effect, felt no
small agitation of mind, from uncer-
tainty of the issue. Robert recol-
lected his obscure birth, and feared *
that he had not yet done enough to
obtain glory. Roger, though filled
with a just admiration of his friend,
reflected with the utmost anxiety on
the value which his father attached
to the splendor of birth. Raymond,
who was acquainted with their fears
and doubts, consoled and encou-
raged them, telling them with a
noble frankness: ¢ You have obtain-
ed my suffrage. Be assured that the
knights whom I shall call to deter~
mine, together with myself, what
reward is due to you, will recollect,
when they hear me, that the rank
and honours they enjoy would be
without value, if they did not owe
them to their renown and courage
more than to the prerogatives of
their birth. While they are as-
sembling, you shall remain in the
asylum that I have prepared for you,
and shall not make your appearance
till the moment when I give my in-
structions and orders.’

The tywo friends knew not how.to
express more properly their grati-
tude for so much goodness, than by
assuring the generous count of Tou-
louse, that their hearts yielded to
and expanded with the hope of hap-
piness. On the same day, they re-
paired to the place which the count
had appointed, resolved never again
to appear, or make themselves
known, if the judgment of the
knights should be contrary to their
wishes; but on this latter thought
they dared not to dwell, and they
mutually concealed from each other -
how great were their fears.

While Robert, trembling for the
happiness of his friend and the tran-
quillity of his sister, and agitated by

; 4 E a secret
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a secret and tender sentiment, which
he struggled in vain to combat, con-
ceived himself to be yet far from
hdving passed the interval which
birth had placed between the count
and himself; while Roger, more
confident, enumerated with pleasure
the laurels his friend had gathered,
and saw his glory shed its splendor
on Elvige ; the count of L¥¥*¥ re-
ceived the letters of his sovereign.
Gratitude did not permit him' to
hiesitate, and he instantly ordered
preparations to be made for his de-
parture. His thoughts were solely
occupied with the means-of making
his appearance with splendor. The
countess was to follow him without
delay, And now he recollected the
graces, talents, and beauty of Elvige,
and how much she would contribute
to embellish his retinue. He there-
fore permitted her to re-appear in
his presence, to which the countess
was now far from making any objec-
tion.

The countess, since the departure
of Roger, had never ceased to shed
tears, but she had constantly refused
to admit the idea of his death. The
hope of again finding her son her
heartcould neverconsent toabandon.
For a long time Elvige, the cause of
all her sug'erings, had been to her
only an object of aversion; but, in
the course of that sorrow which she
took a melancholy pleasure in in-
dulging, she at length recollected
that Elvige likewise shed tears for
Roger. The thought that their grief
was the same, and that they might
mingle their tears, easily caused
maternal tenderness to triumph over
the pride of high birth, and at the
same time produced the desire of
again seeing her whom her son so
tenderly loved. = She had not dared
to confess to herself such a wish,
which a mother alone could form,

-and which the count would have

considered as-a culpable weakness;

W
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but her heart had in some manner
constrained her lips to utter it in
presence of the woman who had
most obtained her confidence. This
woman, who was the attendant to
whom Elvige already owed so much
gratitude, immedidtely perceived
how much such an emotion of the
heart might be improved to the
advantage of her unhappy friend,
and she therefore determined to
save her mistress from an embarrass-
ment too delicate and too difhicult to
overcome. She ran to Elvige, and,
without listening to her fears, drew
her, almost by force, to the apart-
ment of the countess. Overcome
by her feelings, the moment she
perceived her, Elvige could only fall
at her feet, violently weeping and
sobbing till almost suffocated. - The
countess uttered an exclamation of
surprise and alarm. Astonishment,
grief, tenderness, and the necessity -
of speaking of her son, seized at once
on her heart, and she was unable to
bear all the mingling emotions she
felt. She looked on Elvige still
prostrate before her, and the silence
which she kept for some moments
gave the orphan she had brought
up from a child the courage to lift
up to her her tender and suppliant
eyes. The silence which they had
not yet broken was still prolonged ;
they did notattempt to express what
passed in their hearts ; they had
power only to shed tears.

Seon, however, the fear of the
arrival of the count compelled them
to put an end to this first interview.
The countess looked on Elvige with
kindness, stretched out her hand to
her, which she permitted her to kiss,
and left her, telling her, that she
must see her again and weep with
her.

- Whatever were the sufferings
and fears of Elvige, her affection,
equally constantand lively with that
of the countess, had prevented her

) . from
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from believing in the death of Ro-
ger.  The silence of Robert and
‘Rainulf, from whom she had heard
nothing, had confirmed her in this
doubt ; and this secret hope it was
that had sustained her, and pre-
vented her from sinking beneath her
painful feelings.

When she was again admitted to
an interview with the countess, she
ventured to speak to her of the rea-
sons which induced her to reject the
melancholy idea of the death of her
son. The mother listened io her
with transport ; it seemed as if she
had received from her some great
benefaction, and she expressed her

gratitude in the mostaftecting terms. :

Elvige, then, listening to the sug-
gestions of herown heart, drew from
her bosom the portrait of Roger,
and, having presented it to the
countess, covered her face with her
hands.

At the sight of features so dear to
her, and which love had rendered
so resembling, the countess remain-
ed some time without being able to
speak ; all her strength appeared
ready to forsake her, and it was not
till a torrent of tears gushed from
her eyes that she was restored to the
exercise of her faculties. Her eager
eyes returned a thousand times fo
this portrait, and a thousand times
she in vain attempted to express
her happiness and surprise, till at
length, yielding entirely to the emo-
tions of her heart, she flew to Elvige,
clasped her tenderly in her arms,
and freely forgave her her love for
her son.

Several months had already e-
' lapsed since the countess went se-
- cretly to weep with Elvige,‘ when
the letters from the count of Tou-
Jouse arrived. The count her hus-
band, while he informed her of the
invitation with which his sovereign
had honoured him, told her that he
. thought it would be proper that she
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should be accompanied by her dam-
sel of honour, and even expressed #
desire that splendid dresses should
in consequence be prepared for her.
His orders in this respect met with
no objection whatever from  the
countess, who, when she saw El-
vige adorned with all the embellish- *
ments of art, and all the graces she
had received from nature, found her
son less to blame for loving her,
and, perhaps, even regretted that >
she had herself treated her with so
mugh severity. ;

The count of Toulouse, when he
sent to invite the knights of his
states to repair to his court, had fixed
the day for their arrival, and given
orders that they should be received
with the utmost magnificence; and '
wishing especially to show honour
to the count, as soon as he knew that
he approached Toulouse, sent an
escort to meet him and the countess.
Penetrated with gratitude for the
honour thus conferred on him by
his sovereign, the count quitted his
retinue, and, to show his alacrity in
obeying the summons of his prince,
preceded the countess, and came to
Toulouse attended only by some of
his esquires.

As soon as he came into the pre-
sence of the count of Toulouse, he
rendered to that prince a new ho-
mage for all the estates he held, de-
claring that heowed the preservation
of them entirely to his generous aid.

< As your sovereign,’ said Ray-
mond, while he raised him with com-
placency, ¢ justice commanded me
to repel an unjust aggression ; other
ties, which I consider as an honour, *
likewise imposed on me duties. It
was incumbent on me {o defend you

-as my kinsman, and it is in this

quality that T have sent for you to
my court, to consult you on a cer-
tain affair of importance.” The
count only answered by a low and
respectful obeisance.

4E2 The
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The knights had now arrived.—
“The count of Toulouse, to render
mote resplendent the reception
which he wished to give the count-
ess, had assembled all the ladies of
his court. The vivacity, graces,

- youth, and beauty of the greater

number excited admiration still
more than the elegance and richness
of their ornaments; but all their
charms seemed to vanish before
those of Adela, simply attired as
she was in a mourning habit. She
had been unable to refuse the ear-
nestrequestofthccountofTou]ouse,
that she would be present at the
reception of the countess.
Raymond, in the hope that Elvige
woulc{ accompany her, had taken
care to inform Adela, that he great-
ly interested himself in favour of
this charming young lady ; but faith-
ful to his secret, he did not tell her
that Elvige was the sister of Robert :
this title, however, was the most
powerful of all to obtain her love ;
for she had learned from the count
of Toulouse the great sacrifices
which Robert had made for her,
and remarking with what careful
delicacy he avoided ‘every thing
which might remind her of them,
gratitude and admiration every day
increased the sentiments which she
could not but feel in his favour.
When the countessappeared, the
count of Toulouse received her
with the greatest respect, and pre-
sented her himself to the ladies and
knights of his court. Afterwards,
approaching Elvige, who remained
. at a respectful distance, he said to
her, in a tone expressive of the
utmost kindness: ¢ [ have heard of-
the bravery of your father; I know:
in what manner he sacrificed his

life; and I request the count to per-

mit me to unite myself to him, in
supplying the place of a father to
you. Charming Adela!” added he,
turning towards her, ‘Elvige de-

The History of Robert the Brave.

serves to interest every heart: I
request your Kindness and fiend-
ship for this new companton.’

The count manifested some sur-
prise at seeing so great a prince
address, in so flattering a manner,
a simple damsel of honour. The
countess only felt the liveliest joy;
and the beautiful Adela, perceiving
theembarrassment of Elvige, whose
cheeks were overspread with a deep
blush, came up to her, tenderly em-
braced her, and assured her that she
should ever love her asa sister.

The count, having fulfilled every
duty which he owed to his sove-
reign, expressed an earnest wish fo
be made acquainted with his deli-
verer, that he might testify to him
his gratitude. : :

¢ He waits, before he makes his
appearance,” said the count of Tou-
louse, in reply, ¢the moment when
the knights and yourself shall have
determined the reward he has me-
rited. It is to hear the recital of
his achievements, and to judge of
them, that 1 have assembled you at
my court. I cannot doubt of the
happiness you will feel, in showing
_\jourself just and generous towards
him from whom you have received
such signal service.” *

Raymond, not wishing to defer a
ceremony in which he so greatly
interested himself, appointed the
next day for the knights to meet and
give their opinions. When the hour
appointed had arrived, the prince,
arrayed in all the insignia of his
power, ascended his throne, placed
the count on his right hand, and the
knights, habited in their robes of
ermine, took their seats.

The count of Toulouse then thus
addressed them: ¢ Illustrious and
valiant knights! as sovereign, T pos-
sess the right of granting honours to
those who appear to me deserving,
of them; and I am accountable for
my actions to Heaven alone. But

3 whatever
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whatever may be the extent of my
power, justice is my first duty, and
my favour is not sufficient to bestow
fame on him who has not acquired
it by his actions. I have called you
together to consult you. You are
the judges of honour and of cou-
rage; [ wish, therefore, to take
your opinion, that I may be assured
that glory itself will confirm the re-
~ wards which I mean to bestow. -

¢ Two unknown warriors present-
ed themselves at my court, to offer
me their services. They had already
acquired the support of a brave and
brilliant action; their armour, their
appearance, their language, their.
dexterity in the exercises of knights,
warrant a belief that their birth is
lustrious. They have required,
however, to be permitted to conceal
their names, as they are resolved to
accept no other honours than those
which shall be adjudged due to their
valour. I have made use of their
arms and of thelr courage; their
services have exceeded my expecta-
tion. I owe them rewards; but,
faithful to my word, I wish to prove
to them my gratitude, by fulfilling
the conditions which they have pre-
scribed to me. I will not compel
them to declare whether their birth
is illustrious or obscure. Hear the
recital of their actions, and say

- whether you find them worthy to be
raised to your rank.’

The count of Toulouse here con-
cluded his address, and a herald at
arms recitéd with a loud voice the
numerous achievements by which

. the two strangers had covered them-
selves with glory. When he had
ended, Raymond, addressing him-
self to the count, requested him to
give his opinion.

The mind of the count was at this
moment occupied by a variety of
thoughts. The last action, that of
his deliverance, relatéd by the he-
rald, excited all his gratitude, by
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reminding him of the danger from
~which the valour of the two friends
had preserved him. He could not
long remain undetermined, since
“the question was, to recompense lris
dehiverer. Other sentiments, more
powerful and more tender, likewise
came’in aid to influence his judg-
ment. He began to think that he
might beattached to the two stran-
gers by connexions dear to his -
heart. - Their concealment of their
names; the extraordinary manner in
which one of them seemed to fly him
at the moment he had saved his life;
the fragment of his shield, which he
had shown him at the moment he
left him; the reception, so honour-
able and so little expected, which
the count of Toulouse had given
Elvige; and, still more, the desire,
the hope, of. finding again a son
whom he so deeply regretted, and to
find him covered with laurels; all
united to inspire the count with a
wish to ask several questions that
might satisfy his doubts; but, con-
vinced that it would be in vain to
attempt to penetrate this mystery,
he thought only of giving an opinion
which should be at once agreeable
to justice, gratitude, and the secret
wishes of his heart.
¢ We ought,’ said he, ¢ to be satis-
fied with judging from the narrative
we have heard. It was by perform-
ing similar actions that our ancestors
rendered their names illustrious. -
The fame of their glory is the most
noble inherilance that they have
transmitted to their descendants,
and the honours we now enjoy are
_only the tribute that gratitudye ac-*
"knowledges to be due to their
heroism and their virtues. Let us
prove to the world that it is only
necessary to imitate them to obtain
the same reward. We have not a
right to raise the veil with which
~the two strangers have chosen te
cover themselves; let them conceal
- their

.
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ﬁh»and fhem %}hes ﬁve shall
ticipate in the glory they. have
-~ acquired @ nmg them to our own
yank.

It was with tnmsport that Jﬂae

c&‘fntuﬁTculomehbard this suffrﬁie: be

It was dictated by motives so noble,
that ali the knights adopted ity and
‘resolved that the two unknown
!gvamon sheuld be armed knights,

without being required to disclose

- lave erectedaltars: 1speak of those -

their birth or real names.
(1o be concluded in our next.)
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On the InFLuENce of Wowmew
under the old GovERNMENT of
FRrRANCE.

[B_y M. de St. Pierre.)
THE earth would be a paradxse

were the Christian reiigion to pro-
. duce universally its name effects.
It\is Chriatianily which has abolish-

ed slavery in the greatest part of
Europe. It wrested in France enor-
“mous possessions out of the hands of
the carls and barons, and destm) ed
there a part of their inhuman rights,
by theterrors of a life to come. But
the people opposed slill another
bulwark to tyranny, and that was
the power of the women.

Obur historians are at pains to re-
mark the influence which some wo-
men have had under certain reigns,
hut never that of the sex in gene:al
They do not write the history of the
natmn, but merely the history of
princes. Wonitn are nothing in
their eves, unless they are decorated
with ¢ itles. It was, however, from

th;s feeble division of xomet), that |

Providence, from time to time, called

forth its defenders. ‘1 say nothing of -

these intrepid females” who have
repelled, even by arms, the invaders
of their country, suchas Joan of Arc,
to whom Rome and Greece wonld

— “:‘,;m,r,‘r».

-
<y
e &

o

{ N
who have defended ihe: nation from' ol

internal foes, much more formidable

ness; and who have nothing to fearf.
ecause they have nothing to hope.

From the sceptre down to the °

shepherdess’s crook, there is, per-
haps, no country in EuroPe where
women are treated so unkindly by
the laws as in France; and ‘there is
no one where they havemore power.
1 believe it was the only kingdom in
Europe where they were absolutely
excluded from the throne. In my
country, a father can marry his
daughters without giving auy other
dowry than a chaplet of roses: at his
death’ they have all together onfy the
portionofay outiger son. This unjust
distribution of property is common
to the clown asto the gentleman.
Inother pasts of the kingdom, ifthcy
are richer, they are not happier.
They are rather sold than given in
marriage. Of ae hundred young
womeu who there enter into the
married state, there is not, perhaps,
one who 1s united to her lover.
Their condition was even still more
wretched in former times. Cwsar,
in his < Commentaries,” informs us:
¢ That the husband had the power
of life and death over his wife, as
well as over his children: that when
a man of noble birth happened to
die, the relations of the family as*
sembled ; and if there was the shight
est sha 'Jow of suspicion against hlS
wile, she was put to the toxture asa
slave; and, if found guilty, was con-
demned to the flames, after a pre-
vious process of me\pressxble suf-
fering.?

-What is singularly strange, at
that very time, and even before,
they enjoyed the most unbounded
power. iHear what the good Plut-
arch says on this subject: <Before
the Gauls had passed the Alps, and

“got pbssessxon of that part of Italy

which

 still than foreign assailants; of those
~ who are powerful from their weak-



which they now inhabit, a violent
and alarming sedition” arose among €4,

them, which issued in a civil war:

but their wives, just as the two.
armies were on the point of en- W

gaging, threw themselves into the
mteryening space, and, taking up

the cause of their dissension, dis-

cussed it with so much wisdom, and
decided upon it with so much mode-
ration and equity, that they gave
complete satisfaction to both parties.
The result was an unanimous return
to mutual benevolence and cordial
friendship, which united not only
city and city, but family and family;
and this with so much effect, that
ever since they invariably consult
their wives on all dehberations,
whether respecting war or peace;
and they settle all disputes and dif-
ferences with neighboursiand allies
conformably to the advice of the
women. Accordingly, m the agree-
ment which they made with Hanni-
bal, when he marched through Gaul,
among other stipulations this was
one, that, if the Gauls should bave
occasion to complain of any injury
done them by the Carthaginians,
the cause was to be submitted to
the decision of the Carthaginian of-
ficers and governors serving in
Spain; and if, on the contrary, the
Carthaginians should allege any
ground of complaint against the.
Gauls, the matter should be left tb
the determination of the wives of
the Gauls*,’

It will be difficult to reconcile
these two clashing authorities, unless
we pay attention fo the re-action of
human beings. - The power of wo-

- men proceeds from their oppression.

The commonalty, as oppressed as
they, -gave them their confidence,
as they had given theirs to the

* Plutarch ¢On the virtuous Actions of
‘Women,” 3

et 38
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~people. Both parties were wretch- ¢
cd, but misery _attraczzgﬁhem to-
cach otiver, and they made a
onstock ofwoe. Theydecic
the greate ity, as they had
- nothing to gain or lose. To the wo-
men we must ascl}ﬁ;e,ut;he spicit. of
gallantry, the thoughtlessness, the

e
B
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gaicty, ‘and, above all, the taste
for raillery, which have at all times
characterised our mation. With a =
song, simply, they have oftener than
once made our tyrants tremble.
Their ballads have sent many a ban<
ner into the field, and put many a
battalion to flight. It is by them
that ridicule has acquired such a
prodigious influence in France, as (o
become the most terrible weapon
which itis possible to empioy, though
it be the armour only of tue weak,
because women are the first to lay
hold of it: and as, from national
prejudice, their esteem is the first of
blessings, it follows, that their con-
tempt must be the most grievous
calamity imaginable. ) i

A provincial academy, some years
ago, proposed this question as the
subject for the prize of St. Louis?
-« In what manner female education’
might be made to contribute toward

' rendering men better®’—I treated °

it, and was guilty of committing
two faults of ignorance, not to men~
tion others. The first was my pre-
suming to write on such a subject
after Fenelon had composed an ex-
cellent treatise on the education of
young women; and the second, fo-
think of arguing for truth in an
academy. The one in question did *
fiot bestow the prize, and recalled
its subjeat. All that can be said o
this question is, that in every coun
try women are indebted for their
cupire only to their virtues, and
to the interest which they have
always taken in behalf of the mi-
serable; TR i :
e O
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On the present StATE of WOMEN i
the FRExca Rerusric.

: [From Helen Maria Williams's ¢ Sketckes of
“the State of Manners and Opinions in the,
French Refiblic.”]

YOU ask me, if I made one of {he
three millions and upwards who
signed {he constitution »\"ith some-
what of the same sort of flippancy
that a petit-mailre at Frascati, or an
opera-lobby-lounger, calls thefemale
attendant at the box-dooer, when he
means to express his utmost con-
tempt, citoyenne?—If your inquiry
was meant for raillery, I deny that it
has any point, and insist that it only
proves your ill-nature.

Although I am certainly not
hostile to the new order of things as
far as I understand it, I was rather
relieved when the whole business
was settled, for nothing but disqui-
sitions on the constitution were buz-
zed in my ear; and though some
wished for a change in one article,
and some were desirous of making a
little addition in another, the general
and almost unanimous impuke was
10 accept and sign with all possible
alacrity.

It 1s the first time I have ever
witnessed so universal an assent
among Frenchmen onany important
subject. A Parisian wag, who I
presume was no great revolutionist,
has characterised the acceptance of
this constitution by two verses from
¢ the Henriade,” where the head of
admiral Coligni is presented to Mary
de Medicis, who 1s said to have
received it—
¢ Sans craint, sans plaisir, maitresse de ses

sens,
Et comme accoutumé 2 de pareils présens,’

There was more wit, however, than
truth in the application.

But you tell me that you are chief-
Iy anxious to know what the ladies

\

of Paris think of this new organisa-
tion? If I could guess what senti-
ment had guided your pen in making
the inquiry, I should know better

‘how to reply; but, as that appears

to me equivocal, I shall, from mere
good nature, answer you as Sterne
says a Frenchman always does a
doubtful compliment, and suppose
that your inquiry is dictated by a
spirit of courtesy rather than of
malice.

In a calculation made by one
of the first political polemics, of
the numbers who compose the
people of England,—at least that
part of the community who are
endued with the faculty of thinking
or reasoning on public transactions,
—the women come in for their share
to the enormous amount of twenty
thousand. You will be more sur-
prised at the magnitude of this num-
ber, when you learn that the rea-
soners of the other sex, according to
the same calculator’s opinion, are
estimated at no more than nineteen
times that amount. But as in the
whole quantity a fifth part are stated
to be pure jacobins, utterly incapa-
ble of amendment, it may be pre-
sumed that in this eighty thousand
a proportionate number of females
were included in the class of in-
curables.

4 know not on what data this
compte rendu of political opinion is
formed; but, as the writer has no
mean authority in political enume-
ration, and had no motives to swell
the hostile numbers, we may con-
clude that he 1s not far wrong 1n his
arithmetic. Had this great man had
an opportunity of examining the
state of the Frenchpolitics in France,
he would, I am sure, have found
cause fo take a large portion of
French ladies into more tender af-
fection than those of his own coun-

try.
The



























- o ,‘»:'.Perz‘i'zizderqf Corinth,

“he agdin, and gave secret 6rdérs\ to

ISy, el St Faat
In the evening his troops, which

“had divided themselves into detach-

‘ments, brought the sons of three

hundred of the first families of Cor-
cyra, youths and boys oftenderage,
in chains, to the tent of Periander.
The fathers, mothers, sisters, and
afianced brides of the youths threw
themselves in despair at the feet of

the tyrant, entreating for the lives

of the innocent prisoners. The
youths themselves raised their hands
laden with chains, and a loud cry
of supplication ascended to heaven.
Even the rough soldiers, with soften-
ed looks, solicited the compassion of
Periander. One youth alone nei-
ther wept nor asked for mercy.
His eyes were fixed on the ground ;
he surveyed, with a kind of wild un-
concern, his fetters, and the drawn
swords of the stern warriors who
. surrounded himself and his com-
panions.
- This was Agathon, the lover of
Melissa. He had heard the report
of the death of her to whom his
heart was deyoted, and his only
wish was to die. Calmly he ex-
pected the fatal orders of Periander :
but Periander issued them not. With
a cruel eye he surveyed the wretch-
ed prisoners; and atlength exclaim-
ed, in a scoffing tone, “Yes, they
shall live ; I swear by the gods they
shall live!” A loud cry of joy and
thankfulness answered his words.—
sRejoice not,” cried he fercely,

" ¢ Periander is childless !=—You shall

not rejoice, while I mourn. Bear
them away to the ships: they shall
live, but without the hope, without
the possibility, of becoming fathers.
You, Polycrates, shall sail with them
to Sardes, to king Alyattes, and an-
swer with your life, that, when they

return, itshall not be possible for them

to be fathers of
with them to the ships!
Vonxwmll

children:—Away
- Loud
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fs,hl_‘ie‘k's of lamentation now were
“heard
_parents

every side : the wretched

a;b‘solu_te‘,'and his unfeeling mercena-
ries forced away the unliappy youths-
and hurried them to the ships. The
anchors were weighed, while the
inconsolable parents remained fruit-
lessly lamenting on the shore.

_ Periander returned to Corinth,
and Polycrates, the cruel inhu-
man friend of the tyrant, sailed
for Asia to execute his merciless
command. = The sea was calm, a
fresh gale swelled the sails of the
ships, and seemed to hasten the fate
of the prisoners. Already they had
passed the Cyclades; and the fol-
lowing morning the coast of Lydia
and the sumptuous temple of Diana
at Ephesus were visible in the
distant horizon. But now a strong
northi-east wind arose, dark clouds
cov
the sea was broken in dashing waves.
A violent storm succeeded, which
drove the ships to the southward.
Atlengththesailors criedout, Land!
With laborious exertions they avoid=
ed therocks of the shore; and though
their sails were split, and their masts
carried away, they at length con-
ducted the shipsinto a secure har-
bour. All got safe on shore, and
found they had landed in Samos. -

Tents were brought from on
board the ships, and covered the *
wide beach.  Polycrates placed
guards over the prisoners, that none
of them might escape. He then

offered a sacrifice in the temple of *

‘ Diana, which was near the shore, {

Agathon walked, absorbed in the
thoughts of death, which he medi-
tated to procure by his own hands,
by the side of a thick grove. fA-

gathon!’ exclaimed a cheerful voice,

and he found himself clasped in a
sadden embrace. He looked

4 G a4

pa embraced their children’; |
 the despairiiig maidens theif lovers
‘But the command of Periander was

ed Chios; and the surface of .

up

o









596

Such were frequently his re-

« flexions; and in these moments of
juster perception he would endea-
vour to obtain love. He was milder
and more generous towards his

slaves; but they only trembled so

much the more, for they feared that
his returning pride and anger would
be the more severe. His treasures
« were all embarked on board a ship,
ready to sail at the shortest notice,
that he might make his escape, in
case of any sudden commotion
which he should be unable to quell.

Thus he lived for a whole year,’

continually prepared for flight, and
surrounded with the images of
death,

At length the insurrection he had
long expected broke out while he
was at the haven. A part of his
guards joined the populace, who had
obtained arms, and plundered and
burned his palace, He then collect-
ed the few soldiers who remained
faithful to himw, and went on board
1he ship in which his treasures were,
He threatened the Corinthians that
he would scon return with new-
raised troops; and, encouraging his
- soldiers with greal promises, set sail,
steering his course for Asia, where
he expected to be able to collect an
army,

“As the vessel passed near Samos,
the sight of which island reminded
him of the deatl of his son, and the
disappointment of his revenge, he
cast a gloomy look on Polycrates.

€ There,” said he in his former
haughty and tyrannical tone, <is
Samos!? adding, with a menacing:

¢ frown, I will never forgive thee
for failing in the execution of my
orders, and disappointing my venge-
ance? = iz : :

In the night Polycrates and some
of his friends seized Periander in his
bed; and, thrusting a cloth into his
mouth, forced him upon the deck.
. £ We will no longer tremble be-

Perignder of Corinth, or Revenge; a Tale.

fore thee, tyrant!” said Polycrates;
and immediately they plunged him
mto the waves below. ‘ :
The sea was calm ; and Periander,
exerting all his strength, swam to-
wards a light which he perceived at
a distance. It belonged to a fishing-
boat, which he reached, and was
taken on board. The fishermen,

- having taken a great quantity of fish

i the night, rowed, towards morn-
ing, to land, and set Periander on
shore. The proud sovereign of Co-
rinth now found himself halfnaked,
without companion or friend, in a
foreign country—in Samos,

He proceeded forwards to find
some hospitable cottage. In afield
of whea% was Agathon, with his
labourers ; who, as soon as he saw
the stranger, ran to him and said, '
¢ Who are you, poor man?’ !

- Periander dared not tell his name;
but answered that he was a mer-
chant of Athens, and that his sailors
had thrown him into the sea to ob-
tam his wealth. Agathon did not
know him; for care and grief had
entirely changed the features of Pe-
riander: his full and ruddy cheeks
had become thin and pale, and his
fierce and menacing eye mild and
supplicatory. A mantle was soon
brought for the stranger, and meat
was set before him. ~About noon,
when he was refreshed and had re-
covered his strength, Agathon con-
ducted him to his cottage. !

When Periander approached the
grove, Melissa came out with her
child in her arms to meet her be-
loved hushand. <O ‘my dearest
Tyche I’ exclaimed Agathon, for
that was the name which Melissa
had now assumed. Periander sur-

~ veyed the young woman with asto-
_nishment, for he thought he saw his

own daughter Melissa.  He walk-
ed by the side of her in mournful
silence. As often as she spoke, -
the well-known tone of her voice
Bo e o i doreached o































































