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To
The Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Department of Education,

MADRAS.
Sir,
1/We beg to bring the following for your kind consideration and imme-
diate action. The Government of Madras published, some seven years
ago, Scientific and Technical Terms and their equivalents in the chief
languages of the Presidency. As the terms so published in Tamil were
found quite unsuitable for school and popular usage, the Madras Presi-
dency Tamil Sangam, after consulting almost all the organisations and
individuals interested in the work, and after utilising the_ services of
hundreds of scholars of all shades of opinion, brought out, with the help
and encouragement of the Governments of Madras, Ceylon and Travan-
core, the University of Madras and the South Indian Teachers' Union,
asetof Tamil terms, entitled Kalai Chorkkal, which were recommended
for school use by the Director of Public Instruction, in his R. C. 2406 G. 38
dated 22—11—38. As a result, the terms are not only being used by
teachers in their classes and by authors and publishers in their text
books approved by Text Book Committees, but are also gaining currency
in the speeches and writings of the public of the Tamil Nad and are bid-
ding fair to establish themselves both in popular and literary usage.
Under the circumstances, any sudden change in principle and practice,
can only bring in confusion, trouble and loss to all concerned. Yet, the
Government appointed a so-called ** Committe of Experts "' on 8—86—40
for “‘Standardising the Terms' in all the languages of the Presidency at
one stretch and in one lump, and the recommendations of the committee
involving a drastic change in ideas and ideals, have already been
accepted by the Covernment. Before the Covernment proceed to
appoint special committees for each languags, IlWe request that the
recommendations be set aside for the following reasons:—

(1) In myJour opinion, the “Committee of Experts’, appointed by
the Government, is

(@) quite unrepresentatsve, as only men, having a special and
definite leaning towards English and Sanskrit terms, have been packed
into the committee, and as men, conversant witht he true spiritand genius
of each language and especially of the Tamil Language and its Philology,
Etymology and Grammar, and men, who had dohe some work on the line,
have been deliberately excluded, so that they are conspicuous by their
absence.

(b) meagre, as fifteen men cannot seal the fate of so many langu-
ages in a few hours. .
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(6) quite incompetent, as their knowledge, especially of Tamiland
Dravidian Philology, is precieus little and hence, by no stretch of imagina-
tion, they may be called ‘* experts "' though they are undoubtedly great,
each in his own sphere of activitiy, which, unfortunately, has nothing to
do with the coinage of scientific and technical terms in the mother tongue.

(2) The terms of reference to the committee are :(—

(@) narrow, as they refer to ‘educational purposes’ in the first
sentence and ‘school purposes ' in the very next sentence and never to
' popular purposes ' in any sentence.

(b) ambiguous, as the expression * equivalents of certain foreign
technical terms for all the South Indian Languages’’ may mean the langu-
ages taken individually or together.

% (c) faulty, as the question of ‘‘retaining the use of English terms"
does not arise, as, at present, the English terms are not being used in
teaching the non-language subjects in the mother tengues.

(3) The recommendations of the Committee are:

(@) quite arbitrary, as the Committee has given no reason for
choosing Sanskrit roots for certain kinds of terms and English terms
themselves for all the other terms.

(b) inconsistent, as the advocates of Arabic and Persian roots
for Urdu, should have, if unbiassed, recommended only Dravidian roots
for all the Dravidian languages and as their attempt at uniformity for aii
the languages has not afiected ‘* the terms now in use in lower second-
ary classes '’ and the ‘‘ conceptional or abstract names or ideas'’.

(c) unscientific, as direct borrowing, if borrowing is necessary, is
better than borrowing through an intermediary dead language, like
Sanskrit, to which all the English terms are equally foreign and strange.

(d) wunsuitable, as the bodily transliteration of English terms
would sound hideous to read in the midst of a Tamil sentense, would be
incapable of being written or speltin the mother tongues properly,
would undergo changes in pronunciation which would make them even
unrecognisable and rediculous, would be a dead weight in the language
quite incapable of any further derivatives, especially, verb forms being

formed out of them, and would hamper the spread of scientific knowledge
among the masses.

(€) short sighted, as the Committee has not the foresight to see
that the mother tongue will soon come to its own and one day, not in the
distant future, will displace English as the medium of instruction even

Av
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in the University and advanced stages and that, then at least, it will be
readily conceded that teaﬁhing scientific and technical subjects in the
mother tongue using Sanskrit and English terms, is as bad as teaching
the subjects themselves through a foreign medium.

(f) #mpractical, as any such attempt at uniformity in various
languages taken together will end only in dismal failure, as the efforts of
the Joint Committee on Grammatical Terminology, the various Grammati-
cal and Spelling Reform Societies in England, America and even Madras
Presidency have failed and as no such standardisation for various langu-
ages in common, was attempted or dreamt of either in Madras as the
Covernment seem to claim or in the more allied languages of the most
advanced continent of Eurgope.

(9) wilful, as they refer to, and direct the attention of, the various
special committees to the developments in this direction in Trvancore,
Mysore, Hyderabad, Andradesa etc., for improving all the other
languages but not to any development in Tamil Nad, though, perhaps:
the ‘developments’ in Tamil have been more well pronounced and
popular and though Tamil knmowing members preponderate in the
committee and hold influential positions too !

Hence, 1| We request the Government that the recommendations
of the Committee be not given effect to, that fresh committees of
specialists for each language be appointed with a view to popularise
scientific ideas among the masses as well and to standardise the
terms in each language taken by itself and that, in the meanwhile,
to avoid confusion, it may be proclaimed that the terms in Kalai
Chorkkal may be used without any fear of sudden change, not only
by teachers, authors and publishers, but also by S. S. L. C.
examiners and their translators whose attention, it seems, has yet
to be drawn to the very existence of the same.

I /We beg to remain,
Sir,

Your Most Obedient Servant(s).
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