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HNOYES AND COMMENTS.

One searches in vain in the address of Major Cun-
ningham, as President of the medical Research Section,
of the Indian Science Congress, which recently held its
sessions at Madras, for a single illuminating thought.
Those of our readers who have read the Medical articles
in earlier volumes of the “Hindu Measage” will have no
hesitation in putting down the Major's laudatory refer-
ences to tha control of epidemics as so much tall talk.
The speecu is full of evidence of the fact that the absurd
germ-theory of disease, and such other learned nonsense
has ohscured the vision of this gallant doctor. An accom-
plished American doctoer, in a volume entitled Food
Fiyndamentals, bas exposed the fact that the faculty in
West has gone crazy with the germ and bacillus
thepories and throws out hundreds of students who are
a'lio mad with the same foolish notions. We shall one
oif these days examine these :heories.

*o®

Meanwhile we caution the reader against accepting
cdoked up statistics in favour of the peculiar pretensions
of)quack nostrums such as vaceine thevapy ete., which
Major Cunningham co enthuses over. Figures may never
lie, as is commonly supposed; bub they can be mani-
pulated to support any position we wish to maiotain.
It is only members of the Fueunity who can sign a death
certificate iu all countries governed by this trade uuion;
and we venture to asserh without fear of coutradiction
that in the case of very few deaths is the real cause sst
down, when Gthere is a possibility of its throwing the
serum-therapists or vaccine vendors out of work or

mulcting their fat profits.

l’*‘i

The Spesch of the session therefore in ths section
is certainly by that of Col, Cornwail I. M. S, who read
a paper on The ultimate aim of Medical Research.” We
endorse the opinion of this gentleman that far too much
time, money and energy are now being spent in inves-
tigating the pathological processes of declared diseases
and in trying to elaborate cures, and that sufficient
attension had not been paid to leuwrn the causes for
original deviations from a state of health. Exactly.
But the Colonel “bas *forgotten unhappily that new
disesses, newer diagooses and prescriptions add to the
.pockets of the drug trade. 'He laid stress, however, on
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*the necessity for directing sustained efforts towards vhis
aspect of the questio .  Wu cougratulase the Colonel on
his optimism; possibly he does not know the history of
Siv Almoth Wright vaceines.

* *

We gave last week Dr. C, Muthu's views on tuber-
culosis.  And now we find that in a paper read at this
same (Jongress m=ntion is made of the tubercle bacilli;
this is a heresy with nine lives and will not, we know,
easily die.

D.D

Wear next the skin a plate of copper 6 in. by 4, for
a man of lacze siz:; 5 in, by 3 far » small maun, and for
a woman ; 4 in. by 2 for chidren. [L=tit be fastened
round the waist by straps attached fo ongitudinal wall.
and et it be mads slightly concave, so as te adopt itself
to the shape of the body. The plate should be worn
day and night. Tt may be clewnsed from time fto time
by rubbing with vinegar—copper pice may serve the
sume parpose aud the old Tadian

custom of wearing
copper Tawiz has the same meaning in it.—
: * %
Discussing vitamines, Dr. Drummond states that

vacens discoveries establish that greenstuffs contain

great quantities of vitamines, and milk is only valuable

in proportion t» the amount of greenstuff eaten “by

catitle. He highly sulogises codliver oil, and describes as

the epitome of eondense:l vitamines the fish that feed on

the green leafed plants abounding fhe Norwegian coasts.
a.a

[t is said that fruits and vegetables may he steri-
lized by immersion for thirty minutes in a 0.2 per
c=ut s>lution of bleaching powder.  B. cole and pathoge
nic organisms are thus destroyed, and in many cases
the treated fruit is quite sterile. Itis s.ated that this
treatmeat does not affect the taste or Havour of the fruits
ete., egpacially if they ave riused subsequently with
boiled water.

%

A ceorrespondent writes in the Hindu that the Ayur-
vedic medicine known as Mahamrigankam or Rajamr-
gankam is very effective in the early stages of consump-
tion and testifiss to cure in a case where a patient had
103 degrees fever daily for over 3 months and had bsen

pronounced as a clear case of consumption.
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The Active Principle in Medicinal
Drugs—XII.

By Eliyurkar G. SUBRAHMANYA SARMA.

This quackery is an ever lasting complaint of
the British Medical Association to combat which, it
had been persistently turning heaven and earth since
a very long time. The public will note that the west
has not been able to wipe out from the fiell, altogether
the praciice of qnackery upon the innocent
country folk in the name of science. A reference to
the secret remedies and more secret remedies publish-
ed by the British Medical Association will convince
any onlooker, the truth of the above statement.
The uppos’ninn, from the liuge vested inter that
had to be confronted by the Association was of an
extremely formidable nature. Tn spite of the law
supp(n'tixig the Association and the interess for which
it stands, the Association has not heen able to influence
the State fto vestvict, by drastic laws, or absolutely
stop the quack medicine trade (to its own
phrase).

sts

use

This being the case even at the seat of scientific
discoveries it rather difficult understand  the
position faken by the followers of that sy tem in
India, where a system of medicine far superior to
their own has survived for eral centuries

1S to
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before christ. It is the very same vested interest, as
has alveady been, referred to in these pages, thag

is ultimately at the bottom of the huge movement.
This conflict between one vested interest against
another will never subside so long as the ereation lasts.
The fear, of the oue luosing its own popularity by the

inyasion of the other has been the main reason for
this huge cry raised by the DBritish Medical
Association in the name of science and scient

knowledge and philanthropy towards humanity. Our
readers will be more sane than these self-appointed
exponents of public opinion a< to divine into the rtrue

cause of this hue and cry which lies elsewhere.

The so-called secret vemedies that are being
complained against by the B. M. Association are not
really unworthy of beine wiped out from she field as
it desires to be done. Ko the Association even at the
outset exhibits its incapacity to find out the therapen..
tical properties of these preparations. How then
could 1t show to the world at larue that a particular
preparation, which is decried as a secret remedy, 1s
therapeutically harmful. The Association admits of
its inability to determine the composition of such
preparations when a number of vegctable substances
are mixed together. Tt is therefore not on the strength
of the therapeutic properties of these preparations that
the Association fiuds fault with them: But the rivalry
that is practised against them by such as are men-
tioned clsewhere in their report viz,, “the eye quacks,
the deaf quacks, the cancer curers, the c(msumption
curers, the electric belt makers, the curers of
Tupture without operation and the vibratory curers
for all ailments erc.” t :

The Committeo of the British Medical Association
in commenting upon the analysis of secret remedies
says that ‘it is asserted by expert analysts represent-

ing the proprietory medicine trade that ne known |

methods of analysis will enable the composition of
many secret remedies to be accarately determined”
This is true; for the Association has unmistakeably
expressed its failure to avrive, by analysis, at the
definite composition of these prepavations. The ana-
Iytical processes shut have been developed up to date
still sees: to be imperfect and has therefore to be
further experimented and investigated. This failure
of the analysis of the British Medical Association to
Adentify the ingredients in the comyposition of a pre-

paration and the consequent incorrect analysis of
certain preparations published by them in the sceret
remedies has been the result of their imperfeet know-
ledge as to the elementary nature of the formation of
the drugs in the creation and their autocracy wnd
ignovance of the principles of Philosophy—the very
basis of science. An author in the Eucyclopedi&
Britanica says when treating abous Pathology that
“the outstanding feature in ‘the history of Pathology
i the 19th century ana more particularly in the
latter half of it was the completion of its rescue from
the " thraldom of abstract Philosophy.” It is one
thing to be free from the thrallom. And it is quite
another thiug to ignore Philosuphy. For it is the

Philosophy  that furnishes the material for
generalisation of theories.  So long they—the

westerners—fail to develop themselves to such a
degree in their gensralisations as explained in the
system of Ayuvveda, theiv failare in all gheir atlempos
i such an analysis is certain. -But  the  relation
between Science and Plnlusuphy will be found suﬂij
ciently explained by.a reference to the recent contri
butions to the scientific world, by professor Binster in,
thus showing the highly imperfect character of the
theories of the earhier authors. Science in the west
has become simply a thing of curiosity alone, and
1t kas not been able to serve the real purpose that
is desired of it. {

X
A Scientific analy enables the scientist to
determine the various compounds in an inorganic or a
mixed prepavation  Buf the determination of the
compounds in an organic or vegetable preparation,
admits the Committee of the Association, is still
impossible. “T'he difficulty of identification” it
proceeds further on, “increases rapidly in proportion
to the number of such extracts in a mixture and when
large number say eight or ten, are mixed together

is

even separate detection is impossible and accurate
determinationis out of the question.”” Unlike a mineral or
an inorganic compound or a mixture of an orgauic and
niorganic snbstances, whose identification and specific

determination though complex, by competent analysis,

is possible, the identification and determination of the.

componants of the vegetable composition, such as { a
mixture of “Honey, ftreacle cinnamon, peppe! 1,
cubebs, ginger, aloes, liquorice, linseed, coltsfootl -
horchound, gentian, daudelion, rhubsrh, saffron et .
may defy all chemical microseopic, spectroscopic
olfactory or physiological analysis® This is because off
their imperfect knowledge of the substances whose com
position is natural and is apt to have appropriated 4
specific property which may be beyond all human know}-
ledge to identify. The theory of the wess, so far afs
the vegetuble drugs are coucerned, is that only in
alkaloid or some other mineral constituent is relidd
upon in these organic substances which is otherwixe
called the active principle of the dvug. That the
velavion  of this active principle to the humaa

Morganism, according to the system of the west, when

used as a medicine is not clearly recognised has been
already sufficiently proved in these pages. It is.
impossible to recognise, moreover, what relation does
the therapeutical properties of a drug holds to a
science? How does it come under the perview of the
latter? For the therapeutical properties are the result
of a_natural chemical reaction and owes its existence
in the drug to the source and the climate of the
locality from which it is obtained. How then cau
science determine the grade or degree of the therapeu-
tical properties of a drug? If that is possible there
will be no need of a Superior Being to undertake
the charge of creation: and ‘he may he asked to
resign his post as his work can be very well executed
within the four walls of a Pharmacy or a Laboratory
with the help of the much vannted science. It has.
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nected with our chauged circamstances and.adaptations {
of new modes in our life and habits uot to speak of
our neglect for continence or Brahmacharya as dictated
by our Religion and system of medicine. It has got
much to answer for the extraordinary mortality in our |
country and unless we revert to our old habits of
simple living we will be sure to go on with the present
state of things unremedied. We will be running a lost
game. Our system of medicine has laid down certaia
principles and laws for our daily conduct of life which
we had altogether forgotten or overlooked.  The
hygienic laws which it had propounded-the best, suited
to our lizing, sarroundings and climates, habits and
tastes. Some thousands of years back will stand even
to day as'a monument edifving its glory to the world
at large. In the course of these pages they will be
dealt with and explained in «a series of articles for the
benefit of our brethern. Before we go on with that
subject it will be well to kuow how far, our systems
of medicine progressed in those days, and how neglect-
ed, misrepresented, and nncared for, it is now. It is
not a question of priding ourselves with the past
success. Buris a question of facs and knowledge
which would enable us to give it the due consideration
it requives and know bow fav it justifies our sympathy
towards it’now.

“The subject of Hindu Medecine is one of special
interest, in as much as it had considerable influence
on the development of medicine in Burope. The works
of Chargaa and Susruta the two oreatest Sanskrit
»Zuical aushorities, were rendered into Arabic at the
close of the eighth century A. D.anl ave quoted as
authorities by the ceiebrated Avabic Physician Ar-
Razi, who died in 932. Avrabic medicine m its tarn
became, down to the seventeenth century, the chief
authority for Buropean Physicians and Charaka is
frequently mentioned in Latin:translatious of Arabic
writers.

“The national medicine of India derived its first
impulse from the exigencies of the national worship ;
for anutomical knowledge had its origin in the dissec-
tion of the victim at the sacrifice, with a vicw to dedi-
cating the diffevent parts to the proper Gols. The
ancient Medical Science was ascribed to wthe Gods |
and known by the collective name of Ayurveda.

“The materia medica of the Hindus embraced a
vast collection of drugs, indicating a great knowledge
of herbs and considerable chemical skill. were
acquainted with, and understood the pre of a
wide range of chemical compound, and were the first
to prescribe the ingernal use of metallic substances.

tion

“The Surgery of the ancient Indian Doctors,
appears to have been bold aud skillfal. Tuey peforms=d
amputation aad a number of other diffiult operations
and were expert in midwifery. Students were trained
to operate on wax spread out on a boari ov on the
tissues and cells of the vegatable: king lom; upon
dead arvimals.  As Buadhism passed iuto molern
Hinduism the hospitals disappeared : and the Brah-
mans scrupulously avoiding contact with blood or
morbid matier, withdrew from the medical profession
and left 16 in the hands of Vaidyas: a lower caste.
They, in twm, abandoned medical practice and  thus
the decline of Hinda Medicines went on until it sank
into the hands of the Village Kabiraj whose knowledge
consists of jumbled fragments of the Sanskrit Texts
and a hy-nomeans ‘contemptible pharmacopoein,
supplemented by spells and fasts.” (Vol. VL. Imperial
Gazeteer of India.)

, > .To be Continued.

Swarna
Rathnakaram

A REAL PANACEA

FOR ALL KARMA ROGAS

Prepared by Pandit C. T. ARUMUGAM PILLAY, Ayur-
vediec Doctor, and the member of the Committee oa the
indigenous systems of medicine (the Ayurvedic and
Unani) and son of
Ayurveda Bhaskara C. T. SUBRAMANIA PANDITHAR,
the autbor of such rare works as ' Jeevarakshamirtham *
and other Ayurvedic Shastras.
We have a successful history of over 159 years in the line
and can GUARANTEE the absolute Purity of MEDICINES.

SwanrNa RATHNAKaRAM is pleasant t) take,
creales @ qood appetite, produces sirength.
An all round Nervine Tomnic.

A Specific for Consumption,
Asthma, Diabetes, Leprosy,
Chronic Skin diseases,
Nervous diseases, and
Diseases of the Liver, Lungs,
Kidneys. The price is
Rs. 10—8—0 per bottle.
Numerous Testimonials to
prove the effieacy.

Pandit
undertakes to treat all diseases of the Eye,

Manufaetured by the said who also

left us hopless by the Hospitais

EYE TREATMEN{

A SPECIALITY

A few of the many Testimonials.

1. Venkatrayulu Naidu Garu, Zimindar, of CEINNE
KADAMBUR, Chittoor District.

I lost Vision as an effect of cataract. [ was a priv
By vaar
and BEye Medicines I had iy vision rsstored your
was marvellouas.

2. Mr. Anjanappa Naidu, BELLARY, writes:—

My Hves weve red and bacuym= Blind. After sorne-
time [ went to the Opthalmic Hosvital, BANGALORE,
Dr. Surgeon of Bellary, and the Opthilmic Hospital at
MaDRAS, who all failed to cure me. By vour ‘* Swarna
Rathnakaram ’ and “ Navanamirtam” and Eye Medi-
cines mv right Eve became alright in 12 days and left
Eye in 15 days. i

Apply to :—

BASKARA & SONS,
JEBVARAKSHAMRITHA PHARMACY,
195, Mint Street, G. T., MADRAS.
Tele : Address, “EHASKARAR" ;
‘Post Box No. 1»31 MADRAS.
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