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“....1n Singapore today, the Speaker of our Parliament
is a Ceylonese, so is our High Commissioner in Great Bri-
tain. So is our foreign miqister. In the Judlmary in the
Civil service, in the University, in the medical service and in
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the professions they coatinue to make substantial contribu-
tions out of all proportion to their numbers. They are there
not because they are members of a minority community but
on the basis of merit. The point is that the Ceylonese are
holding their own in open competition with communities far
larger than them. They have asked for no special favour or
consideration as a minority, What they have asked for—and
quite rightly. is that they should be judged on their merits
and that they be allowed to compete with all other citizeas
fairly and without discrimination. This 'as far as the
Singapore Government is concerned, is what is best for all of

s. | I believe that the future belongs to that society which
acknowledges and rewards ability, drive and high perfor-
mance without regard to race, language or religion....”
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