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KAMMALAS

A. ABDUL MAJEED

Director (I.C.)

A group of craftsmen who engaged in different types of
occupation such as working on wood, stone, metal andjgold
are called Kammalas, Kammalas also bear other namesisuch
as  <Tachchar”, “Sirpiyar’, <Karyakkarar”, Kollar” and
«Thattar” in order to indicate their. occupation in7connection
with the materials they used for their crafts, These different
classes of craftsmen belong to one and the same class of people
the “Kammalas”, Their existence in our country is established
by our literature, inscriptions and numerous monuments, which
they created in our country.

Kammalas in the Literature

Purananuru, the Sangam Literature refers one Carpenter
(Tachchan), who is having the skill of making eight chariots per
day as follows,

“oyaums oo Qi Qeuiyp séser’’
Another poem portrays the skill of a smith as
“smrmad Gameaeer

Ahananuru refers the smith (Kollan) and his instrument blower
(Turutthi) as

dAevs s anmg sGsIuIs Qaum 2 wigm...?



16 EVQLH — ETeTealy S 54

Silappadikaram, one of the Kaviyas in Tamil portrays the
existence of Kanjakkarar (Qeueisath GsuiGamit), Copper vessel
makers (Qeuyy Qs pi), Carpenter (wy@@sne séai), Black
smiths (Qamevavi), and Goldsmiths (QurerQeiGareveri) at
Maruvurppakkam in Kaverippumpattinam*. The story of Silap-
padikaram itself is based on the plot of a goldsmith, This
clearly indicates the role of the goldsmiths in the society.

Apart from these, there are innumerable references in our
literature about Kammalas and their position, role and their
importance in our ancient society.

Inscriptions

The inscriptions engraved in the temples give various names
to the Kammalas such as Kammalar®, Panchalattar®, Anju
Panchalattar’; Iratakarar®, Sthapati®, Thattan'®, Perunthattan!!,
Tachchan?2, Peruntachchan!®, Kollan'* ;and Perunkollan??,

In Sculpture

The services of the masons (Tachchans) who are responsible
in constructing the temples and gopuras were appreciated and
their portraits were installed in the temple precincts. One such
example hails from Chidambaram temple. Four portraits of the
masons are installed in the Northern Gopura of the Nataraja
temple at Chidambaram for their service in renovating the
Northern Gopura of 16th century oD, This clearly indicates
their architectural capacity and their value in the society.'®

It is interesting to note that the instruments which are
essential for Kammalas in making vessels and ornaments are
carved below the figure of Gajalakshmi in a rectangular stone
lying on the ground near a temple at Tirupalanam in Tanjore
District. Twenty instruments are carved in the stone and very
few instruments resemble the present day hammer, saw and
chisel and others are unidentified, Stylistically speaking, the
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figure of Gajalakshmi in the stone resembles the 16th century
style. From this we may infer the availability of the instruments
which were in use in 16th century A.D.

Origin

There are several stories in connection with the origin of the
Kammalas and their fame, They are called as <Panchalar”.
This indicates the clear cut evidence of the close contact of the
Kammalas with Panchala country, Greeks and Romans hailed
expert artisans in Panchala country. Indian literatures call them
as ““Yavanas”, Yavanas, who are expert in constructing
buildings and engraving sculptures. Number of Yavanas served
in the Tamil country. There is no doubt that the crafts of
the Kammalas attained fame in contact with the Yavanas.
The word ¢ panchalar” retains this historical contact. It is
worthy to note here that the Lexicon gives the name
«Yavanar’” to the Tachchar’.

Sankirna Jatiyar

Kammalas are called Sankirna Jatiyar. Serveral crafts
were ' allotted to the off spings of the parents of
of inter caste marriages. These offsprings are called the
Kammalas. They are considered as twice-born. The off-
springs of the high caste male with low caste female are
called «Anulomas” and the off springs of the high caste
female with low caste male are called “pratilomas”, according
to the northern texts. This criteria of the division of the
castes is accepted even during the period of Tolkappiyar.l”

Inscription on Cian and Craft

An interesting inscription of 12th century A.D. gives a
graphic account on masons, The educated Brahmins
of Pandyakulantaka Chaturvedimangalam  met and
took decisions relating to the masons in connection
with their clan, education and their crafts. This inscription
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refers masons as [Irathakarar and there are two clans
known as <‘Anulomas’ ‘and <Pratilomas’. Anulomas are
the off springs of the Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and
Sutras of high caste males with low caste females and the
pratilomas are the off springs of the high caste female with
low caste male. It is considered that Anulomas and the
Irathakarar are the off springs of the parents of intercaste
marriages. Some texts refer Irathakarar as high caste and
others refer them aslow caste. Several texts refers them
as Acharyas and they are authorised to study the science of
horses, foundation on consecration (pratistha), the building
of chariots, carpentry and building in general (Vastu).

Eulogise (Meykirti) on Masons (Tachcharkal)

It is interesting to hear that a separate eculogise for
masons is found in an inscription of 1264 A.p. from
Alangudi. This inscription mentions their origin, their decisions
in connection with their social set up and their gifts to the
temple of Apathsakaya perumal. ‘“Moreover, this inscription
mentions their naiive city as “Uttirapathi” and their
separate flag known as ‘“Makarakodi”, Finally, this inscription
mentions their six kinds of occupations and the four sections
of Irathakaras such as Sthapati, Sutrakrahi, Vartaki and
Tachchar.

Their Service to the Community

The great temple of Thanjavur, Thiruvaiyaru Lokamade
vichuram temple and the Uttiramerur Sundaravaradaperumal
temple are the creations of  Rajarajaperuntachchan,
Kaliyugarambai Peruntachchan and Paramesvaran. These
temples are the soul of our culture, reflect the architectural
sculptural beauties and the services of our ancient masons.
Their services in creating these magnificient monuments are
realised, appreciated and patronised by the royals and
peoples. Rajaraja gifted lands to Virachola Kunjaramallan
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alias Rajarajaperuntachchan for his service in creating the
great temple at Thanjavur, Viracholakuncharamallan, the
Tachchan named after Rajaraja indicates the royal status of
the masons. In the same way Dantisaktividanki, queen
of Rajaraja I gifted lands as “Thattarakkani” to one sakkadi
Samudiyan alias Sembiyan Mahadevi perumtachchan for his
setvice. Sembiyan Mahadevi, queen of Gandaraditya (949-57A.0.)
made several gifts to the temples and she was responsible
for constructing many temples in Tamil country. Sakkadi
Samudaiyan, who named after this great queen give additional
strength to masons for obtaining royal status.

Their Gifts

The Tamils played vital role in celebrating the
festivals and maintaining the perpetual lamps in the temples
by their gifts. These activities enhanced their divine inspiration.
In this connection, it is useful to list out their gifts one by
one,

Four classes of Iratakarar of Virudharajabhayankara Valanadu
made provisions for celebrating festivals of Akkasalaikuttar to
the Agatisvarar temple at Unaiyur in Pudukkottai in the reign
of Jatavarman Sri Virapandyadeva (A.D. 1259)!S

Kammalar (artisans) made gifts to the shrine of the
goddess in the temple of Nalayira Isvaramudaiya Nayanar at
Kallidaikuruchi in Tirunelveli District in the reign of Mara-
varman Kulasekhara pandya (1268-1308 A.D.)'°.

A carpenter gifted 25 sheeps for the maintenance of a
lamp to the temple of Sundarapandya-Isvaradevar at Tiru-
chchulial. This provision was made in the reign of Rajasimha,
contemporary of the Chola king Parantaka I 2°,

Annamalai Thatchan, a Kammala of Salem constructed a
podhigai (Pavilion) in Soundararaja perumal temple at
Salem in the reign of Sri Sundarapandyadeva (1243 A.p 1)
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Tiruppattur inscription records the gift of cows for a lamp
by a goldsmith' of Gangaikondacholapuram to the temple
of Pillaiyar at Tiruppidavur, a devadana and brahmadeya
in Tiruppidavar nadu in the reign of Sri Kulottunga Chola-
deva>?

Viranarayana perunkollan gifted 45 sheep for a lamp to
the Tirumalavadi Mahadevar in the reign of Parantaka I
(907-955)2*. A Peruntachchan of Vallaipanriyur Sananayaka
temple gifted 3 ma of land for a perpetual lamp to the
Tiruvenkadudaiyar in the reign of Kulottunga III (1178-1216)*

Taxes on Kammala

Our ancient empires levied taxes on Kammalas for
their crafts. The taxes on Kammalas were the main source
of revenue to the empires. These taxes were utilised for
the birthday celebration of the kings in the temples, for
the offerings to the temples, for lamps and renovations to the
temples. The taxes on Kammalas were termed as *“Thattirai”’2s
“Thattoli”2¢ and ‘Thattarppattam”2".

Their Privileges

There are three noteworthy inscriptions of Tribhuvana
chakravartin Sri Konerinmaikondan at Karur?s, Modakkur2?
and Perur®® in connection with the certain privileges granted
to the Kammalas, The privileges granted are that in their
marriages and funerals they are permitted to blow double
conches and drums. They are permitted to wear sandals
and plaster their houses with lime. It is wrong to think
that these privileges are granted only to the Kammalas,
but others also such as weavers and temple servants
enjoyed these privileges with some restrictions.

Their Present Conditions

A field survey was conducted to enquire the present
conditions of the descendents of this ancient artisans with
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great enthusiasm. For the lack of time in this survey
only one class of people i.e. “Thattans”, who are living in
Trichy were enquired to know the present conditions in the
society.

Occupations .

These people claim to be descended from Visvakarma
the architect of the Gods. Visvakarma is said to have had
five sons, named Manu, Maya, Silpa, Tvshtra andfDaivagna.
These five sons were the originators of five crafts, which
their descendents severally follow. Those who engage in
smithy work are called Manus, others concentrate in
carpentry are called Mayas, stone carvers are called Tvshtras
and those who engage in making jewellery are called
Visvagnas or Daivagnas.

Customs

Their customs are somewhat resemble the customs of
Brahmins, The male do not have mustache and they have
tuft, They are in the habit of wearing the sacred thread.

Marriage Ceremony

Early marriage (Balyavivaha) was preferred in ancient
days. The practice of early marriage is still prevailing in
Tirunelveli District, Dowry is unknown to them and the
marriages are performed only after the performance of sacred
thread and the ear boring ceremoonies, Married women wear
the tali known as <Pottutali’,

Funeral

The dead are burried in a sitting posture and the
cremation is sometimes tesorted, On the first day the
corpse is anointed with oil, and given a soapnut bath.
On the third day five lingams are made with mud of which
four are placed in the four corners at the spot where the
corpse was burried and fifth is placed in the centre.



22 SRR — sTevTeTg S0 54

‘Worship

They worship mainly Goddess Kamakshi Amman and the.
female children are named after her. Disputes affecting
the caste are settled before her temple.

Priest

There is separate priest to them for performing the
ceremonies such as marriage, funeral, ear-boring and naming
the children and they are called <Visvakarma Vadhyar,

Sangam

A sangam known as <Visvakarma Sammelanam” is
functioning at Trichy in order to give advise, help, in
connection with their social reforms,??

Why to enjoy the basic privileges with restrictions

On the basis of available inscriptions at Karur,
Modakkur and Perur regarding the privileges granted to the
Kammalas, we may ask why certain basic privileges were
restricted to Kammalas earlier, though their services were
essential to the socieity. We may infer, if we go through
the inscriptions, the restrictions are not only imposed to
Kammalas but also to others. Why this state of restrictions
prevailed in fulfilling the basic needs? The clear cut answer
to this question is the prevalence of the monarchy nature
of our ancient empires and slavery in those days.

Conclsion

The day today life of the villages in ancient Tamilnadu
depended on the services of the Kammalas especially in
the field of agriculture, local industries, domestication,
transportation and so on. The basic needs of the people,
food, cloth and residence depend on the implements they
made for carrying out the agricultural operations, for weav-
ing the cloths and for building the residences. Their service
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in making carts paved the way for local ' transportation. Their
skill in creating the temples and scribing the records retains
our religious cultural, poltiical and historical events of
ancient days. In short, their service paved the way to the
world to know our heritage. Practically, there is no movement

in the villages and towns in ancient days without the
services of the Kammalas.
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