


BHEL
BOILER
PLANT

cicating the power
to prosper

A nation with plenty of power to build itself up with,
is a nation well set on its way to prosperity and plenty.
BHEL Boiler Plant Is busy creating this power for India.

POWER STATION BOILERS

for Thermal Power Stations at Ennare (Madras), Hardua-
ganj (U.P.), Obra (U.P.), Indraprastha (Delhi), Kotha-
gudam (A.P.), Pathrathu (Bihar), Namrup (Assam),
Bhatinda (Punjab), Badarpur (Delhi) and Ukai (Gujarat)-

PROCESS STEAM BOILERS

for Chemical Industries at Rasayani (Bombay), for
Aluminium Industries at Korba (Bombay), for Petroleum
Industries at Haldia (W. Bengal), Baroda (Gujarat) and
for Fertilizer Industries at Durgapur (West Bengal),
Barauni (Bihar), Namrup (Assam) and/Manali (Madras).

J

BHARAT HEAVY ELECTR’ICALS LTD.

High Pressure Boiler Plant, Tiruchirapalli-14, S. India.
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YOGA—THE PSYCHOPHYSICAL DISCIPLINE
A PEEP INTO PATANIJALI

BY
Professor M. S. SRINIVASA SARMA, M.A.

The Hindu Technique of Religion:

Yoga is a unique Hindu concept
extremely difficult to translate into
English. It is religion on the experi-
mental side and sums the aspira-
tions and achievements of Hindu
Thought. Philosophy = with the
Hindus is not simply an intellectual
pursuit ; it is also a dedicated life;
and Yoga is the name for it. If
philosophy is the vision of Truth,
the Yoga is its practical side making
for its realisation. Yoga is thus both
an intellectual system and a practi-
cal discipline of life. It is harmoni-
sed knowledge making possible a
harmonised life. It is the system of
self discipline that lifts us to serenity
and freedom and gives a healing
unity of soul.

The ordinary meaning of Yoga is
to ‘““meditate” but its technical
meaning is ‘““to join. It measures
our capacity for God and comprises
the practical discipline which points
the road to the mystic realisation of
the oneness of all and is thus the

Crown and completion of spiritual
life.

‘“Be Ye Perfect”

Man’s instinet for fullness of life
finds its articulation in the Upani-
shadic dictum ¢¢ Tat-Tam-asi?’ and in
Christ’s extenuation ¢ Be Ye perfect

even as your Father in Heaven is-

perfect.”” This call to perfection is
addressed to each of us and lends
order and dignity to our existence.
Therefore the poet’s words ‘“ A man’s
reach should exceed his grasp” is
not merely a command of what
ought to be ; they are a description of
“what is”’. Man has always been
stretching himself beyond his own
measure. He has a sense of the
Infinite. Eternity has been set in his
heart. He has not been content to
look only on the things seen; his
gaze has ever been towards the
unseen. He always seeks for and
strives after what is above and
beyond himself and his world. Yoga
is the sovereign method in Religion
for spiritual perfection. Thesimulta-
neous culture and co-ordination of
the keenness of the intellect and
intensity of concentration, the favour
of emotion and the power of will,
consummated in the Supreme surren-
der to the Divine constitute the core
of Yoga.

Coordinate Living :

Yoga is concerned with the
¢ whole”’ individual and aims at the
symmetrical development of all his
powers. It recognises that the body
is the instrument and apparatus of
spiritual life, gives to it as much
dignity as it gives to the mind and
demands that in the interest of
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spiritual freedom both body and mind
must be under perfect control. The
Hindu philosophy declares that
Pushti (vitality), Tushti (Happiness)
and Santi (Peace) are the triple ideas
of life; the fulfilment of this depends
on the integration of the activities of
the body with those of the mind and
spirit.

Yoga, then, may be defined as the
process as well as the result of
balancing the different sides of our
nature, body, mind and spirit. It
may be thought of as an efficient and
scientific method of bringing about
the development of man’s #riune
nature by means of mental concen-
tration upon the various bodily func-
tions, mental powers and spiritual
forces experienced in and through
the human organism. It is a set of
practices which cure the body of its
restlessness and free it from its im-
purities. It is a system of mental and
moral discipline by which we can
purify the intellect, free the mind
of its illusions and have a direct
experience of Reality. The physical
body, the active will and the clamant
emotions are brought under control
and become veritable dynamos of
spiritual Energy. The increased
vitality secured through these auste-
rities is then employed in the
Supreme task of the salvation of the
soul.

Mind-Control :

The harnessing or disciplining of
the mind is fundamental to all
systems of Yoga. According to
Patanjali, Yoga is the restraining of
the fluctuations of the mental
tendencies. Where this control and
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discipline are lacking, the self identi-
fies itself with the interminable flux
of the desires and impulses and
modifications of the mind, so that
there prevails a condition of mental
obscurity called Avidya or Ignorance.
Egoism is the immediate result of
Avidya; it fills us with desires and
aversions, hatred and avarice and
dulls spiritual vision and keeps us in
a state of perpetual subservience.
Thus Avidya is the main cause of all
our troubles; and the Supreme
ethical task of Yoga is the uprooting
of Avidya. The elaborate mental
and moral disciplines help us to
discriminate that our real nature is
that of the spirit and the body and
mind, relatively speaking, exist only
as instruments for the actual realisa-
tion of the spirit. Thus Yoga is the
practical means whereby the senses
and the mental processes are held in
restraint ; it is the recognised means
of purifying the body and delivering
the soul from the vicious and
oppressing tendencies of the mind,
as preperatory to the pursuit of
Jnana which brings about salvation.
A Synopsis of Yoga:

A long and painful process of
preparation is imposed upon us so
that we may triumph over all the
obstacles inherent in the feebleness
of man. The programme of this
spiritual gymnastics consists of eight
stages, five of which are physical and
ethical and three psychological and
metaphysical.

The first five aim at bringing the
body under control and comprise
injunctions and prohibitions in
everyday conduct and rules and
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regulations relative to the positions
to be taken in meditation and others
which have for their aim the control
of breathing, the restraining of the
senses and the destroying of the
communications between the mind
and the eternal world.

There is a special insistence upon
the regulation of-the breath on the
ground that individual life and
thought are bound up with respira-
tion and that to control the one is to
dominate the other. When finally
the body has been purified by these
five stages it becomes possible to
exercise control over it.

Three kinds of exercises lead
progressively through Meditation and
contemplation to the final beatitude
of unification with the Absolute.

Thus in eight steps the soul obtains
liberation first of all from the
external world and then from the
hindrances which come to it through
its association with the organs of
intelligence and Will. Liberated
from the world of results, the soul
rejoices in pure tranquility; disso-
ciated from the internal organs, it
takes the effable delights of ecstasy,
and reaches without any distraction
the state of integration—Kaivalya, in
which is its salvation. >

The Spiritual Athleticism :

The religious consciousness gives
meaning and vitality to the whole
striving of ' man. It stimulates the
imperfect and finite soul towards the
approximation to Truth, Beauty and
Goodness. The religious life means
contact with the Perfect. It creates
unity and harmony in our life. The
Kingdom of Heaven is always ‘“at

Spardardsrad war GBUTIGass wof

hand? as it is “ within us?”. It is
the noblest of saying that ¢ God is
love?’. Love and Friendship are the
choicest fruits of the tree of life ; and

love means harmony, truth and
beauty. God is purifying love,
constructing love, healing love
pervading the cosmos. But God

cannot enter our life without our
asking and seeking.

Ethical :

The first steps in our spiritual
quest is Yama which consists of
ethical disciplines of abstentions
corresponding to “Thou Shall
Not’s ”’. Yama is negative discipline
which asks us to refrain from
causing injury to any living being,
falsehood, theft, incontinence and
acceptance of gifts. Of these, the
first one non-injury—is the most
important ; and a proper fulfilment
of it will automatically take care of
the rest. This is the sublime doctrine
of Ahimsa which asks us to cultivate
a spirit of friendliness to all and go
through life bearing malice towards
none. It is the nature of personality
to be separative and possessive; this
separativeness can be overcome by
loving_and this possessiveness by
giving. ! : Feinas

‘The second step Niyama constitute
positive directions regarding what
we ought to do to develop serene
frame of mind. They are purity
(Sancha), contentment (Santhosha)
austerity (Tapas) Study (Avadhyaya)
and devotion to God (Iswara Pari-
dhana). These discipline us in
cleanliness, control of body and
mind and surrender to God. They
elevate us by cleansing ourselves of its
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sensuality covetousness, immodera-
tion in sex, drink and food, envy,
hatred and lethargy. Ordinarily our
desires and aversions cloud our whole
understanding. So long as we are
full of desire for sense-enjoyment
and for possession, egoism and vani-
ty, God has no place in our life.
This office-psychological preparation
of Niyama develops Vairagya or free-
dom from attachment to objects or
results of one’s own deeds, whichisa
prerequisite for success in spiritual
exercises and brings about a moral
transformation and a redirection of
psychic energy in the path towards
god-realisation.

Physical :

In the progressive development of
spiritual life, special attention is
paid to the building up of a healthy
body. The third of eight stages of
Yogic discipline deals with a series
of gymnastic exercises intended to
improve the various parts of the
bodily organism. These exercises
are called Asanasor Postures and aim
at an all-round development of the
body. Some of these postures have
specific therapeutic value.

The breathing exercises (Prana-
yama) constitute the jfourth step.
These help us to maintain our bodies
at a high level of physical efficiency.

The fifth step is Pratyahara or with-
drawal of the senses from their
objects. Here a deliberate effort is
made to diminish the impulses strea-
ming through the sense organs. In
this condition, the state of mind is
one of detatchment from the exter-
nal world; it is responsive only to
those stimuli that have a spiritual
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value and is dead to those stimuli
that are useless for spiritual pro-
gress.

When this stage has been reached,

we are ready for Dharana-the
dynamic, one-pointed concentration
Dhyana (Meditation) and finally

Samadhi, the Crown and completion
of all religious disciplines. Samadhi
is either Samprajanata accompanied
by deliberation, reflection and joy, or
Asamprajnata in which the ultimate
truth dawns on the Yogin and the
Purusha abides in itself. It is the
door that leads to a new insight an
insight which is considered superior
to the knowledge derived through
perception, inference and valid testi-
mony.

Basis of sane living:

Now the practical value of these
yogic exercises for everyday life is
enormous. ‘I see the better but
follow the worse’’—is the pathetic
cry of most of us. What is this
weakness due to? The root cause is
that we have not disciplined our-
selves and cultivated sweetness of
temper, sanity of mind and strength
of spirit. But Yoga guarantees these.
It makes our body healthy and sound,
controls the senses, corrects our con-
duct and establishes the right atti-
tude towards others. Though the
more intensive practice of Yoga is
not for everybody, yet an honest
beginning should be made by all of us
in the interests of sane and happy
living. We will then be astonished
at the progress we make and the
results we enjoy ; and then we will
find it easy to climb from one step to
another till atlast we establish com-
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plete mastery over our body and
mind.

Strength of Body:

The two essentials for successful
living are the strength of body and
purity of mind. The integration of
the activities of the body with those
of the mind is a basic principle in
the culture of the soul. Moral and
social habits are essentially physical
and hygeienic habits. Bodily health
therefore is the foundation of per-
sonal morality. The need to strug-
gle is the salt and saving of true life
and poor health affects efficiency,
spoils plans and keeps the indivi-
dual from the things for which he is
best equipped. Heightened vitality
means efficiency, more work done
and greater usefulness to society. It
develops the power of hard work and
is a safeguard against self centred-
ness and energy.

Purity of Mind:

¢ Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God”’—said Christ.
We must free ourselves from the
tyranny of lust and greed and pride.
Psychology points out that two things
stand in the way of our having right
relationship to other people, namely,
selfishness and insincerity. We live
in a world the order of which is truth
and love. We must have pure hearts
and unbiassed minds if thereal values
of life are to be revealed to us. Sel-
fishness and insincerity are at the
root of all our personal miseries and
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social misunderstanding. These can
be got rid of only when we have
achieved Chitta Suddhi as a result of
these yogic practices.

This is what Aristotle calls
“Catharsis’®> or cleansing of the
mind of all its selfcentredness and
prejudice; and filling it with great
ideals which however moved men to
noble deeds and righteous actions.
Love, compassion and sympathy are
natural to the purified mind.

““Yoga is skill in action”

¢ What shall I do to inherit
Eternal Life?’—was the question
put to Christ and the answer was
“Do the duty for duty’s sake”. Kant
saw no practical opening to the
Kingdom of Ends except through the
gateway of duty for duty’s sake.
¢ Stand up, Parantapa ’—Commands
Krishna the Yogeswara. For what?
To do his Duty. The life of Atman
demands the discipline of deeds.
Sree Krishna’s call is to break the
three bonds of evil desires, selfish
actions and weak will and to enter
the Life of Freedom. Yoga insists
that any task irrespective of its
dignity should be done gracefully for
its own sake. We feel ourselves at
rest when we give up all selfish
desires and surrender ourselves
completely to HIM body mind and
soul. With this surrender comes a
newly experienced peace of mind
which gives feelings of ecstasy too
subtle for analysis.



SAIVA SIDDHANTA AND KASHMIR SAIVISM

Professor P. THIRUGNANASAMBANDAM

IN the Modern Age when integration

of peoples, cohesion of systems
and union of minds are talked
about and rightly so, it would be
appropriate to consider the common
links that are found in the two
systems of Saivism, one in the
extreme north in Kashmir and the
other in the extreme south in Tamil
Nad known respectively as
Kashmir Saivism and  Saiva
Siddhanta. Although the former is
monistic in character and the latter
pluralistic, they are not without
some common grounds. That some
link had been effectively forged in
the distant past between thedifferent
aspects of Saivism in the several
parts of the country, with of course
local variations conditioned by the
varying forces and currents of
religious and philosophic thought
that swayed at different periods, is
evident from a perusal of the doctri-
nes and practices of those different
Saiva schools of thought.

It is the object of this paper to
indicate in a brief compass how
Saiva Siddhanta agrees in some res-
pects with Kashmir Saivism and
disagrees in some others.

Exclusiveness is no virtue. Saivism
in the South is noted for its catholi-
city. Its doors are open to every
one. There is no distinction of high
or low, rich or poor, learned or lay.
A perusal of the list of Saiva saints

would bear testimony to this.
Monarchs and mendicants, priests
and laity nay even a shrub have the
potentiality to rise to the heights of
sipiritual perfection and ultimate
release.

Kashmir Saivism alsois a demo-
cratic religion. Its appeal is not
confined to the three privileged
castes alone. Sudra is as much
eligible to pursue the path of libera-
tion as the learned brahmin.
Universal brotherhood is one of the
planks of this system. Like Saiva
Siddhanta it too does not consider
Veda alone as the sole authority. It
is based on the sixtyfour monistic
Saiva Agamas which however are
different from the twentyeight
Sivagamas held as scriptural autho-
rity by the Siddhantin.

Just as a work of art is the product
of the time when it was produced
and inherited traditions, so the
doctrines of a particular school of
philosophy have some relevance to
the inherited traditions and contem-
porary trends. Buddhism, the school
of philosophical grammarians, the
Sankhya school and the Advaita
system of Sankaracharya, each in
turn moulded the thought of the
Kashmir Hindus at various periods
from the days of Asoka in the 3rd
century B. C. to Adi Sankar in the
9th century A.D. and we find the
culmination in monistic Saivism of
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the 9th century Kashmir, with the
doctrines and categories of these
several schools impressed on it.

According to Saiva Siddhanta, God,
soul and bondage are all real and
different from one another though
the last two may be considered to be
dependent on the first. It may be
described as ¢Pluralistic Realism’
whereas Kashmir Saivism may be
described as ¢Realistic Idealism.’
While Realism believes in extra-
mental reality which exists indepen-
dently of any relation to any mind,
Idealism maintains that every thing
is essentially of thenature of thought
and as such no being independently
of the mind. Kashmir Saivism, has
synthesised the two. The Realistic
Idealism puts forth its theory of all-
inclusive universal consciousness
which is the Highest Reality or
‘Purna Samvit’. This corresponds
to the ‘Suddha Brahman’ of the
Advaitin. The Ultimate is both
transcendental and immanent. It
possesses the five powers or saktis,
viz., cit, ananda, iccha, jnana and
kriya. Saiva Siddhanta also agrees
broadly with this concept of the
Supreme.

In regard to the evolution of the
Universe, the two systems differ.
The Universal mind, technically
called Mahesvara according to Kash-
mir Saivism, brings forth everything
from itself. The manifestation of
the world of varied objects and
subjects is nothing but the concretisa-
tion of its aspect of will. The ulti-
mate metaphysical principle is
¢ swatantriya’ of which the pheno-
menal world is only a manifestation
(abhasa). Atall times, before, after
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and at the time of manifestation, the
abhasas or manifested things are
within the Absolute, as the waves
are within the sea. The abhasas
shine only on the background of the
Absolute just like reflections in a
mirror and as such have no indepen-
dent existence. They are mere transi-
tory appearances. According to this
system the subject as well as object
are mere momentary collections of a
certain number of abhasas or mani-
festations. The Jivabhasa is the
limited sentient manifestation and
Jadabhasa is the insentient mani-
festation. The former has the capa-
city to receive reflection while the
latter has not. The individual self
in its prakasa aspect is self-luminous
and contains residual traces (sams-
karas) of varying affections and is
capable of receiving reflection. Its
‘vimarsa’ aspect signifies the capa-
city of the self to know itself in
all its purity and others, of controll-
ing what it contains within and of
giving rise to new psychic pheno-
mena with the residual traces. Itis
the latter aspect that distinguishes
the soul from the jada. This
would show how this conception
differs from that of the Siddhanta
school which maintains that pasu
and pasa are as eternal as God and
quite distinet from Him and how
they are ‘real’ and mnot mere
‘appearances’.

While the Advaitins refer only to
the three functions of the Brahman,
namely, creation, sustenance and
dissolution, the Kashmir school like
Siddhanta, adds two more, namely
obscuration and grace. It must how-
ever be remembered that the last two
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are brought about by God’s indepen-
dent will, while the other three aro
dependent on the karma mala of the
souls. Both the schools also agree in
the soul being bound by the three
malas, namely anava, karma and
maya and their classification into
Sakala, Vijnanakala and Pralaya-
kala. They however differ in
another respect. The plurality of
selves is accounted for by Kashmir
Saivism as being the result of the
threefold powers of maya viz.,
obscuration, multiplication and
differentiation. Every such soul is
atomic and as such non-spatial like
a mathematical point. Siddhanta on
the other hand holds that the plura-
lity of souls is inherent and true and
the soul is pervasive. The five states
of consciousness from ¢jagrat’ to
‘turiyatita’ are acceptable to both.
The theory of causation according
to the Kashmir school may be stated
thus. The ultimate Reality is con-
ceived not only as universal con-
sciousness (prakasa) but also
universal energy (Vimarsa). It is the
latter which appear in the form of
the innumerable physical pheno-
mena because of the creative desire
of the Ultimate. Justas innumerable
lights being forms of electric energy
do not impair its unity, so also the
diverse phenomena of the world do
not affect the unity of the Universal
energy. This differs from the Satkar-
yavada of the Sankhyas accepted by
the Siddhanta school. The Siddhan-
tin explains that Isvara with maya
as material cause creates the world

as
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mere will creates the world without
any extraneous material cause just
as a yogi who creates a plant without
a seed. As Vasuguptacharya, the first
great exponent of Kashmir school
would put it, Mahesvara is a great
Artist who can draw the picture of
the world of sentients and insentients
even without a canvas.

The Siddhantin argues that the
Universe which an effect must have
a material cause not different from
it in nature. The Universe being
insentient, a cause that is of like
nature must be assumed and that is
maya. Being insentient it cannot
evolve itself. So it requires an
intelligent agent and such an agent

is God who operates on Maya
through his cit-sakti. This is the
Prakrti-parinamavada as distin-

guished from the Abhasavada of
Kashmir Saivism.

The number and names of the
thirty-six tattvas are the same in
both the schools of Saivism. They
include the twentyfour Sankhya
tattvas plus the soul and eleven
other Suddha tattvas.

While Siddhanta explains the four
paths leading to liberation viz.,
carya, kriya, yoga and jnana, the
Kashmir school refers to four means
viz., kriyopaya or anavopaya, jnano-
paya or Saktopaya; icchopaya or
Sambhava marga, Anandopaya or
Arupaya marga which raises a
person from the knowledge of duality
to that of Unity. Repetition of reli-
gious formulas comes under the first.
Meditation like ¢ The self alone is all

even as a carpenter creates a toolj this’ comes under the second. Mere

with wood, whereas the Kashmi

exercise of the will power aimed at

Saiva declares that Isvara by his Wuniﬁca.tion of ideas or elimination
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thereof comes under the third. The
realisation of the self by ¢pratya-
bhijna’ or Recognition of the
Ultimate in the form ‘I am Isvara’
in consequence of instruction by a
guru comes under the last. The first
may be compared to a lullaby putting
a child to sleep, the second to
auto-suggestion which induces one
to sleep, the third to a state
immediately preceding sleep and
the fourth to sleep in which con-
sciousness is free from all affections.

While the Advaitin holds that the
Universe is unreal, the Kashmir Saiva
contends that the Universe is real in
the sense that it is a manifestation
of the Ultimate All-consciousness.
According to the Advaitin with self-
realisation facts of experience of the
phenomenal world are negated,
whereas according to Kashmir
Saivism there is no such negation
but only a new understanding of the
Universe in its true perspective.

Smamdorsarad wer GLUTGGass waf

This kind of realisation is called
¢ Pratyabhijna’ where one realises
himself as ‘I am Isvara.’ For its
self-realisation there is a necessity
for the removal of Maya, the princi-
ple that obscures the perfect will
power (Swatantriya sakti) and of
ignorance thereof. For removing
this ignorance one must acquire
¢ bauddha jnana’ or spiritual know-
ledge by a study of the Monistic
Agamas and Paurusa jnana from
diksa or initiation by a guru. It may
be noted that the importance of a
spiritual preceptor, the indispensa-
bility of his initiation and instruc-
tion are also the cardinal tenets of
the Siddhanta school. It may how-
ever be noticed that in the state of
mukti according to Siddhanta, the
soul loses its individuality but
retains its personality so that the
soul may experience the bliss. The
soul enjoys His nature with becoming
identical with Him.
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DIVINE GRACE AND HUMAN FREEDOM

Dr. V. A. DEVASENAPATHI

AN we think of God as all power-
ful and at the same time, think
of man as a free agent? The question
becomes more complicated if we
think of God as not only all power-
ful but also all merciful. If God is
all powerful why is there so much
evil in the world? Is it because He
is indifferent to the suffering of His
creatures? On the otherhand, If He
does care for His creatures, is He
powerless to prevent their suffering?
Again, if God is all powerful, is man
free to make his own decisions? If
he is not free, why blame him for
his lapses? If he is totally free,
how can God be all-powerful
These questions have been faced by
all believers in God—in the East as
well as in the West. So far as the
Hindu theists are concerned, there is
an additional difficulty posed by
their belief in Karma. By his
_actionsin pastlives, man hasacquired
a stock of merits and demrits. This
stock determines his freedom of
“action in his fores but (and possibly
_future) life to a large extent. If the
stock of merits is great, the chances
are that a man may not only enjoy
the rewards of these merits but also
‘have a favourable predisposition for
such conduct as will promote his
_progress. Likewise, if the stock of
demerits is great, he may not only
experience the illeffects of these
demerits but will also be hampered
by predisposition for conduct detri-
mental to his progress. The Hindu

17

They say it is beginningless.

theists believe in previous births and
the possibility of future births.
While the belief in previous births is
likely to generate a pessimistic or
fatalistic attitude inimical to a life
of healthy endeavour, belief in
future births may engender a
hopeful attitude in regard to fresh
opportunities for improving one’s
future. It seems necessary to the
Hindu theists that for achieving per-
fection, not one birth but several are
required and that while freedom has
its Hazards, it is indispensable for
healthy spiritual growth.

The Hindu theists do not consider
it necessary or profitable to answer
the question as to how Karma started
But
they are sure that it is not endless
i.e. though action may not cease,
action that bids one may desire to
place to action that will not bind, as
an individual grows in moral and
spiritual stature. This growth
occurs when he learns to do his duty
with no thoughts of rewards and
punishments and when he considers
himself to be a mere instrument in
God’s hands. He discords at this
state that not only has he not lost
his freedom but that he has also
actually enhanced it! Man is never
so free as when he does an action
actuated by love for all living
creatures and with the utmost
devotion to the Lord, who is the
source of all that is true, good and
beautiful.



130

How does God’s grace operate?
Does it operate without asking for
man’s co-operation or does it need
such co-operation? The way of the
monkey and its young ones and of
the cat and its young ones are
frequently referred toin this context.
We have ajvariant of the same idea
in the analogs of the ladder and the
Goat. The young one of the monkey
has to cling to its mother. This
much effort is necessary on the part
of the young monkey. The rest is
the concern of the mother. On the
otherhand, the kitten is picked up by
the cat in its mouth and carried
about. Can we say that all that
the kitten has to do is not to struggle
to get out of its mother’s mouth?
Likewise an individual who wishes
to climb has to go up the steps
of a ladder. The ladder will not
pick him up. On the otherhand,
when an individual sets into a boat,
he floats effortlessly to his destina-
tion (but initially he has to get into
the boat)

It may appear as though in these
analogies the need for human effort
and the omnipotent mercy of the
Lord are contrasted. But actually,
it is only a difference in emphasis.
The monkey-ladder analogy empha-
-sises the need for human effort; the
cat-boat analogy stresses the over-all
power of Grace. But may we not say
that even where effort is stressed, it
is in the context of God’s omnipotent
lore and that even where total
sub-mission is emphasised, what

Smarordsrad wer GouriGass weof

appears to be a passive surrender is
a deliberate surrender of one’s free
will ?

When individuals believe and act
on the maxim, ¢Our wills are ours
to make them thine’, action becomes
really free and spontaneous. Sages
and saints show us a sure way to
such freedom when they exhort us to
offer worship to the Lord.

What is the aim of man’s action?
Is it not to overcome sorrow and
gain ceaseless and unsurpassable
bliss? Is it not to shake off the yoke
of bondage and wear the livery of
the servants of the Lord—‘to serve
whom is perfect freedom ¥ It will be
appropriate to recall on this context
what saints Tirugnanasambandhar,
Appar and Sundarar say in their
Tevaram relating to Tiruvanaikka—

¢No harm will ever befall those

who find their refuge in the Lord

of Tiruvanaikka. What better

protection, indeed than His grace?
The effects of mighty deeds will be
nullified for those who worship in
love the Lord of Tiruvanaikka

Yes, if we worship the Lord, we
shall be emancipated from great
sins.

Do you want freedom from bodily
ills and from mental afflictions? Do
you want to enjoy bliss? Worship
the Lord day and night.

What is the most potent medicine
against the effects of mighty deeds ?
It is the Lord!

The first and last word in spiritual
life is Grace !
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* ¢ Prayer is the most powerful of energy one can generate. It is a force as real
as torrestrial gravity. Asa physician, 1 have seen men, after all other therapy had failed,
lifted out of a disease and melancholy by the serene effort of prayer.

Prayer like radium is & source of luminous, self-generating energy...... In prayer
human beings seek to augment their finite energy by addressing themselves to the infinite

source of all energy.

When we pray, we link ourselves with the inexhaustible motive power that
sprigs the universe. We ask that a part of this power be apportioned to our needs.
Even in asking, our human deficiencies are filled and we arise strengthened and

repaired.
the better.

Whenever we address god in fervent prayer, we change both soul and body for

It could not happen that any man or woman could pray for a single moment,

without some good result.

Dr. ALEXIS CARREL
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For what are men better than sheep or
goats. That nourish a blind life within
the brain, If knowing god, they lift not
hands of prayer. Both for themselves and
those who call them—friend!

Alfred Tennyson.
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THE MYSTICISM OF MAANICKAVASAGAR

G. VANMIKANATHAN

WHO is a mystic? In the words of

Thomas Merton, which I have
slightly changed in the matter of
tenses only to suit the context,

“ga mystic is one who surrenders
to a power of love thatis greater than
human and advances toward God in
a darkness that goes beyond the light
of reason and of human conceptual
knowledge. Further more, there is
no infallible way of guaranteeing
the mystic against every mistake ; he
can never be perfectly sure of any
human technique. Only the grace
of God can protect him and guide
him. In other words, when we speak
of mysticism, we speak of an area in
which man is no longer completely
in command of his own life, his own
mind and of his own will. Yet at
the same time his surrender is to a
God who is ‘more intimate to him
than his own self’ and therefore
mysticism precludes real alienation.
In mystical union, God and man,
while remaining no doubt metaphy-
sically distinct, are practically and
experimentally ¢ one Spirit .

Maanickavasagar, according to the
above definition, is a mystic par
excellence. His surrender to a love
that is greater than human is some-
thing extraordinarily remarkable
even in the history of mysticism.
Kahlil Gibrat the Lebanese mystic of
this century, speaking of love says:

Like sheaves of corn he gathers you unto
himself.
He threshes you to make you naked,

He sifts you to free you from your husks.

He grinds you to whiteness.

He kneads you until you are pliant.

And then he assigns you to his sacred fire
that you may become sacred bread for
God’s sacred feast,

All these things shall love do unto you
that you may know the secrets of your
heart and in that knowledge become a
fragment of Life’s heart.

All this and more did love do unto
Maanickavasagar. He sings:

On the One without a peer coming Him-
self

And relating His I alone am nature,

That people like me may pay heed to it,

And on His challengingly hailing me

And assuming lordship over me,

And in His grace, showing Himself to me

In the guise of a brahmin,

I, with uncloying love melting my bones,

Wailed with loud lamentations,

And, clamouring louder

Than the surf of the billowing sea,

Fell down with my head all topsy-turvy,

And rolled and wailed :

Madder than madmen, more gleeful than
frenzied men,

To the puzzlement of the citizens

And the wonderment of the hearers,

Worse than a rutting elephant,

Which would not be mounted, =9

I was besides myself. (lines 146 to 156 of
3rd decad)

In another context

vasagar sings thus :

When in the heart of contemplatives

Thought of God was born,

And on that Being, who is free from hate,

Contemplation set in,

Six crores of delusive powers

Severally began their illusive play;

Neighbours-close friends all-gathered
round -

Maanicka-
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And talked atheism till their tongues
became calloused ;

Relatives, the ancestral herd of cattle,

Seized them, implored them,

And became impatient with them;

By and large, penance itself as supreme,

Brahmins glibly proved by Vedic texts :

Sectarian disputants,

Claiming their respective creeds only as
perfect,

Clamorously clashed (with each other) :

The tornado called staunch maaya-
vaadam

(The dogma that the world is but an empty
dream)

Swirled and blew and roared,

The while the conflicting cultural deadly
poison

Of Epicurianism—the dazzling doughtly
snake—

Came and joined forces.

While, thereby, several great delusions

Encompassed the contamplatives,

They swerved not,

But unflaggingly held on to their faith :

Like was faced with fire,

With melting heart they worshipped,
wept, trembled,

Danced, shouted, sang, prayed :

Even like the artisan’s vice and fools

Who never let go what they catch hold of,

Due to unintermitting pure love, Becom-
ing firm in faith

Like a nail driven into a green tree,

With tear increasingly trickling,

And mind in a whirl like the sea,

With heart sore and body shivering in
unison,

Eschewing shyness,

And assuming people’s scornful words

As ornament verily,

Losing all casuistry, their intelligence in
a whirl, with the aimed-at-goal

(Of deliverance from birth) as the
supreme miracle,

They remained unswerving in mind:

And lowing and all at witter like a
calved cow,

Not thinking of another god even in a
dream,

Not despising as a little thing

187

The greatness of the grace of Him of
unique heaven

In coming down on earth and becoming
guru supreme,

His sacred twin feet,

Like their shadow which,

Now fore, nor aft, but never knows
separation,

They never grew tired of ¢

Their very bones softened and melted,

Their hearts yearned with sigh after sigh,

The river called love overflowed its banks
thither

Their goodly senses coalesced,

And they clamoured ¢Oh Lord, our Sire”

While their speech stumbled,

And the hair on their bodies stood on end,

Their hands, the flowers,

Folded in worship into shape of lotus-
bud,

And their hearts flowers all, blossomed
out:

Their eyes flushed with delight,

Droplets dewing on them:

Hile thus unswerving love all day long
they cherished,

Their very mother, Oh Lord, you became

And brought them Up.

—(lines 42 to 86 of decad 4)

Maanickavasagar’s incessant prayer
to God was to grant him love towards
Him. He sings:

In pretence, imitating your devotees,

Through their midst, I rush in a great

hurry

To enter the land of deliverance :

Oh You, splendid gem-set golden hill,

Unintermitting love unto You

To take root in the core of my heart and

melt it,
Do you grant in Your grace, Oh my
Owner! —(5-11)

If ever any contemplative can be
said to have been totally and exclu-
sively filled with the ¢ blind stirring
of love?, which the author of the
Cloud of Unknowing speaks of,
we can unhesitatingly say that
Maanickavasagar was so filled.
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Of his surrender to a God who is
more intimate to him than his own
self, I need but quote only a few
stanzas out of several which I can
quote to establish this point.
Maanickavasagar was a saivite
saint, if any mystic, even after his

immediate and intimate apprehen--

sion of the Real, can still be classi-
fied under the label of an institu-
tional religion. But he surpasses
even the Vaishnavites in the matter
of surrender, saranagathi, to God.
In two successive poems in the
Ruzhaitha-paththu, a very highly
significant decad in the Tiruvaaca-
gam, he sings thus:

Me a cur, the basest of curs, you took a
fancy for,

And of your own accord enslaved me ;

Other than leaving in your hands

This matter of delusive birth,

Is it for me to research into it?

Is mine the authority here?

Thrust me into a body

Or set me under Your anklet-girt feet
(as you please)

Oh Lord with an eye in the forehead !

—(33-8)

He follows with another song which
goes further than the former in
surrender to the Divine will, He
sings :

Oh Lord with an eye in the forehead,

I have, to the delight of my eyes,

Beheld your anklet-girt feet ;

Instead of meditating on them day and

night

To the exclusion of all other thought,

Shall I, Oh my Father,

Brood on shedding this body on earth

And entering the heaven of Your feet ?

Fine, indeed, is my serfdom to You.

—(33-9)
Maanickavasagar’s surrender was
total without reservations. He sings:

Spardarésraid war GLUTTGags weaf

Abide in me and enslave me,

Sell me, mortgage me, but this apart,

Do not turn me away,

A stranger who has sought your hospita-

lity,

Oh Lord who ate the poison

An exceedingly sweet ambrosia !

Oh Kingof eternal uttirakosamangai!

Oh Medicine to those who are crippled

By the disease of birth ! —(6-18)

The Tiruvaacagam, then, is the
story of Maanickavasagar’s love for
God—a love that is greater than
human and of his surrender to a. God
who is more intimate to him than
his own self. We saw earlier who a
mystic is. He is one who surrenders
to a love that is greater than human,
and advances toward God......and
whose surrender is to a God who is
more intimate to him than his own
self. On these premises, Rama-
chandra Deckshitar, the author of
Studies in Tamil Literature and
History is more than justified in
calling The Tiruvaacagam a hand-
book of mystical theology. He says:

“The Tiruvaacagam relates an
autobiographical story of the diffe-
rent stages of Maanickavasagar’s
spiritual life and experience which
ultimately enabled him to attain
bliss ineffable and eternal. It is a
torrential outflow of ardent religious
feelings and emotions in rapturous
songs and melodies. The work may
be regarded as a convenient hand
book on mystical theology.”

Dr. R. D. Ranade, in his book
Mysticism in Maharashtra, says of
Maanickavasagar :

“In him we see the upspringing of
a natural devotion to God which,
through a consciousness of his faults,
rises by gradations to the apprehen-
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sion of the Godhead. In his great
poem he makes us aware, as Dr.
Carpenter puts it, of his first joy and
exaltation, his subsequent wave
rings, his later despondencies, his
consciousness of faults, his intensive
shame and his final recovery and
triumph.”

The Tiruvaacagam is not merely a
handbook of mystical theology, it is
an Upanishad—as much an Upani-
shad as any of the ten principal

Upanishads.
The four, As - Maanickavasagar,
Sambandar, Appar and Sundarar

are lovingly called in Tamilnadu,
were the spearheads of revolutionary
movement in matters religious and
spiritual in the south. A decadence
had set in the life of the people. The
apostles of other religions-Buddhism
and Jainism-found their opportunity
in this very favourable atmosphere
and seized the minds of the people
with their tenets and beliefs, and
had very soon made converts of the
kings of the land, after which conver-
sion of the people was but the
enforcement of a royal decree. The
people were confused and torn among
themselves. These four saints came
to them as the leaders of a spiritual
renaissance in Tamilnadu.

They did not come to establish
any new institutional or revealed
religion. They came to restate the
great truth—the perennial philo-
sophy—and to lead the people toward
the Godhead. It is therefore that we
find all their outpourings of song
mystical in character.

R. D. Ranade, writing in his
introduction to Mysticism in Maha-
rashtra, says:
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‘““ A mystical vein on thought has
been = present throughout the
development of Indian Philosophy
from the age of the Upanishads
downwards ; but it assumes an extra-
ordinary importance when we come
to the second millenium of the
Christian era which sees the birth of
the practical spiritual philosophy
taught by the mystics of the various
provinces of India.”

But even five to six centuries
before this period, Tamilnad saw the
birth of a mysticism with a genius
of its own. Discussing the difference
between the Upanishads and the
Middle Age Ranade says :

¢ The mysticism of the Upanishads
is different from the mysticism of
the Middle Age, in as much as it was
merely a tidal wave of the philoso-
phy of the ancient seers while the
other was the natural outcome of
the heart, full of piety and devotion,
the consciousness of sin and misery
and final desire to assimilate with
the divine. The Upanishadic mys-
ticism was a naive philosophical
mysticism; the mysticism of the
Middle Age was a mysticism which
hated all philosophical explanations
or philosophical imaginings as
useless, when contrasted with the
appropriation of the Real. The
Upanishadic mysticism was the
mysticism of men who lived in
cloisters of far away from the bustle
of humanity, and who, if they
permitted any company at all, per-
mitted only .the company of their dis-
ciples. The Mysticism of the Middle
Age was a mysticism which engros-
sed itself in the practical upliftment
of thehuman mind, based on the sure
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foundation of one’s own perfect
spiritual development. The Upani-
shadic mysticism did not come for-
ward with the delibearte purpose of
mixing with men in order to
ameliorate their spiritual condition.
The business of the mystic of the
Middle Age consisted in mixing with
the ordinary run of mankind, with
sinners, with pariahs, with women,
with people who cared not for the
spiritual life, with people who had
even mistaken notions about it, with,
in fact, everybody who wanted, be it
ever so little, to appropriate the
Real.”

¢ We may say,” concludes Ranade,
¢ that as we pass from the Upanisha-
dic mysticism to the mysticism of
the Middle Age, we see the spiritual
life brought from the hidden cloisters
to the market place.”

Thus arose, as Ranade says: ¢ Demo-
cratic Mysticism which laid stress
upon the vernaculars as the medium
of mystical teaching as opposed to
the classical mysticism of ancient
times, which had Sanskrit as its
language of communication. It was
a democratisation not merely in
language, but also in the spirit of
teaching, and we see how mysticism
became the property of all.”

These differences should not be
allowed, however, to lead us to the
conclusion that Manickavasagar
reveals something different from or
antagonistic to the teachings of the
world’s earliest mystics—the Seers
of the Upanishads.

To quote Ranade again: ¢ The
mystics of all ages and countries
form an eternal divine society.
There are no religions, no communal,
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no national prejudice among them.
Time and place have nothing to do
with the eternal and infinite
character of their mystical experi-
They have the same teach-
ings about the name of God, the fire
of devotion, the nature of Self-reali-
sation, It is only due to oveweening
superciliousness that people regard
the mystics of one country as
different from, or superior to, the
mystics of other lands or faiths. If
all men are equal before God and if
men have got the same ¢deiform
faculty ’, which enables them to ¢ see
God face to face’ then, there is no
meaning in saying that there is a
difference between the quality of
God-realisation of someas apart from
the God-realisation of others. It is
true that there may be physical,
mental, and temperamental differ-
ences, but there is no difference in
the quality of their mystical or
intuitive realisation.”

The Tiruvaacagam, therefore, makes
available to the people of Tamilnadu
the same pathway to the Godhead
even as the Upanishads do. If there
is a distinction, it is this, - the
Upanishads state the proposition, The
Tiruvaacagam, furnishes the proof.

The Tiruvaacagam, therefore, is not
a mere adhoc collection of devotional
poems. It is a treatise on the theology
of mysticism. But treatises are
usually extremely dull, but not so
the Tiruvaacagam. The reason is that
it is not an intellectual work, but a
spontaneous outpouring of the heart’s
travail and triumph in most
melodius song. The very elements
of democratisation which are The
Tiruvaacagqm’s speciality are also

ence.
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the cause of people’s failure to
realise as well its identity with the
perennial truths revealed in the
Upanishads, as the comprehensive
system of thought—the book of mys-
tical theology. The cadence of its
songs, the unique sweetness of the
Tamil language, the use of simple
household words to whose pregnant
and poignant thought-content the
Tamil mind has become insensible
through  over-familiarity, these
factors contrive to make us unaware
of the great heritage we have in the
Thiruvaacagam. Its flood of devotio-
nal outpourings has submerged the
scintillating gems of spiritual
teachings even as a torrent of tears
hides the iris of the eyes. As Aldous
Huxley says;

¢ Familiarity with traditional
hallowed writings tends to breed, not
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indeed contempt, but something
which, for practical purposes, is
almost as bad, a stupor of the spirit,
an inward deafness to the meaning
of the sacred words.”

If I can compare The Tiruvaacagam
to any works in the English
language, I can compare it only to
the Psalms of David and to the
Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis. The entire Tiruvaacagam
is in the form of direct speech, even
like the Psalms of David and the
entreaties of Thomas a Kempis. God
is addressed in the second person.
This enables us to appropriate the
poems and make them our very own,
identify ourselves with the thoughts
of the poems and make them
instruments of-our personal appeal
to God about our spiritual pro-
blems.
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THE GREAT WALL OF THIRUVANAIKA TEMPLE

BY

THE great wall around the famous

Thiruvanaika temple, measur-
ing in perimeter 7858 feet, in breadth
6 feet and in height 35 feet, has
always baffled people, for there is no
need for such a massive structure
around the simple temple complex
of Thiruvanaika. Examining closely,
apart from the temple complex that
is now under venerated worship, one
finds another small group of temples,
named as ‘Palaya Jambukeswarar
temple’, meaning old Jambu-
kesvarar temple. The great wall
encompasses all these and is also
known as ¢Thiruneetran Mathil ’-
In other words, the wall of the holy-
ashed person.

The real need or significance for
such a wall is to be examined from
several angles. One such is the
‘agamic texts.’ Karana agama
lays down the dimensions of a wall
in temples with ¢Pancha Prakara.’
Jambukesvarar Temple is one such
and hence the existence of the wall
is justified. The second angle is the
traditions and rituals in vogue
within the temple. The temple is

under agamic worship and the
rituals and festivals give no clue
either. Inscriptional evidence, a

surer method, does not also help us,
except in the case of a few inscrip-
tions. Most of the earlier inserip-
tions evidently have suffered damage
by the renovation conducted by the

A. V. JEYECHANDRUN, M.A., B.L.

¢ Nattukkottai Chettiars.” The reli-
gious fervour and zeal possessed by
the community in the matter of
renovation have blinded them to the
historical importance of the insecrip-
tions and the distinet contribution
they could make in reconstructing
the history of Tamil Nadu during
several periods.

Yet another way of assessing truth
is to examine the oral traditions in

relation to other corroborative
evidence like, sculpture ete. The
present article tries to find out

whether the walls of Thiruvanaika,
so much celebrated by Thevaram
hymnist downwards, could have
served in a much earlier period, even
prior to the period of Thevaram as a
fort to ensure secrecy to certain
religious practices, like human
sacrifice. Thiruvanaika temple, oral
traditions disclose, has been the
place of worship for goddess
¢ Akilandeswari’ (goddess of earth),
Jambukesvarar (Lord of Water) and
Narayana (Lord reposing, in water-
Naram—ayanam). Goddess Akilan-
deswari, as earth goddess, confers
bountiful prosperity to the devotees.
Lord Jambukeswarar, being associa-
ted with water, is the Lord who
gives ‘prana’ or life force to
humanity, for water is symbolised
as ‘Prana.’” Vishnu is the protective
god in the Hindu scriptures and he
rests on the life force-water. Thus
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all the two gods and a goddess,
associated with this temple, have
been those who would bestow benefit
to the people materially.

Vedas and other textsrefer to many
forms of sacrifices : Aja bali (goat),
Gaja bali (elephant), Aswa bali
(horse), Varaha bali (boar), Kukuda
bali (cock) and above all these Nara
bali (Human). Human sacrifice is
also referred to in inscriptions as
¢Medhavam’ (highest penance).
Human sacrifice has been of several
forms and one such is giving up one’s
life in the act of ‘nava Kandam’,
namely offering eight parts of the
body and finally the head.

Narayana Bali :

Let us consider human sacrifice as
a ritual followed in the world over.
The sects or cults who have been
practising human sacrifice met at
secluded corners and entire ritual
was shrouded in mystery, with the
result many were ignorant of it. Let
us take for an instance the cult of
¢Vasudeva.” Satapatha Brahmana
identifies Narayana with ¢with
Purusha’, the Primeveal man and
describes him as ‘Purusha Narayana.’
The text narrates that Purusha
Narayana conceived the idea of
¢ Pancharatra Sattra’ with a desire
to overpass all beings and become
everything here on the universe.
The five-day sacrificial session
(pancharatra sattra) is described as
the ¢Purushamedha’, the immola-
tion of man (Satapatha Brahmana,
Chapter XIII). Although the gigantic
array of human victims listed in
this text suggests that the sacrifice
had by then become symbolical, the

Smaurdarésraisd war GLUTICass weof
passage, undoubtedly, discloses
Narayana’s connection with the
institution of human sacrifice. The
ritual killing of a man was a
universal development from canni-
balism through which human
civilization had to progress and
Narayana’s connection with it
indicates his hoary antiquity. If
Narayana signified the collectivity
of man, it was for the good of the
whole tribe that a human being was
killed, originally to provide food for
the entire community of men, and
later for ritual (¢medha’ literally
means ‘food’, hence ¢Purusha-
medha’ human food) (The origin
and development of Vaisnavism—
Dr. Suvira Jaiswal)

The Brahmana emphasises the
communal character of the sacrifice
in which there were no priests and
the performers themselves acting as
sacrificial priests. Original associa-
tion of Narayana with human
sacrifice is also preserved in the
ritual of Narayana bali described in
some ‘Grahya Sutras’ (Baudh.
Grahya Sutra, Chapter III verse 20—
21; Vaikhanasa Smarta Sutra IX-9;
Asvalayana Grahya Parisistam,
Chapter III, 15 ; Vishnu Dharmottara
Purana, Chapter II—76-20). It is
also stated that the rite of ¢ Narayana
bali’ an offering to Narayana should
be performed for those who die an
unnatural death, commit suicide or
are slain, and for all those persons
for whom cremation is forbidden.
It was specially ordained for those
who committed the five kinds of
great crimes (Mahapathaka) (Manu
Smriti, Chapter XI-55). Even in the
middle ages, the victims of human
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The great wall of Thiruvanaika Temple

sacrifice were criminals and theo-
retically, it was held that the
execution of a criminal cleansed his
soul of guilt (A. L. Basham—The
Wonder That Was India—page 336).
It is likely that the Jambukeswarar
temple complex, where worship to
Lord Narayana had taken place, as
confirmed by a presistant oral belief,
was used in hoary past as a centre
for ¢ Narayana bali.’

Nava Kandam :

The cutting of one’s neck as part
of an offering to gooddess has been
referred to in inscriptions. Even
sculptural representations of a
devotee offering his head to goddess
¢Durga’ are found in a number of
places. Durga’s figure in ¢ Dhraupathi
Ratha’® at Mamallapuram, the
Durga’s sculpture at Tiruchirapalli
Rock Cut Temple and the Durga’s
sculpture at Thirupparankundram
templearea few of the evidences still
remaining to confirm the perfor-
mance of ‘ medhavam.’

An inscribed slab in the Subra-
maniya Temple in Mallam (Gundur
Taluk, Nellore) of the Pallava period
(968 A. D.) contains a sculpture of a
decapitated man, his right hand
holding a sword and the left holding
his own severed head by its locks.
The inscription refers to the
devotee’s name as ‘Okkandanagan
Okkatindan Patti Pottan’ and that
he severed his own head as the final
offering and placed it on the altar,
after offering ‘nava kandam’, i.e.
flesh from nine parts of his body and
an endowment of lands was made to
his relative, Patti Pottan, in recogni-
tion of the act and a stone monu-
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ment was erected as a memorial
(South Indian Inseriptions—Vol. XII
No. 106). Similar slabs of this type
are found in the vicinity of Tiru-
votriyur Temple. (Religion as
revealed by Early Monuments—
K. R. Srinivasan, The Madras Uni-
versily Journal—Vol. XXXII No. 1,
July 1960).

Descriptions of the act of head
offering to Durga and the worship
of Durga by the warriors (Maravar,
Eyinar or Mallar) as prize for the
victory vouchsafed by the goddess in
the ¢ Vettuvavari’ and Indravilavur
edutha kathai of Silappathikaram
(XX and V—11, 75-90) seem to be a
pen-portrayal of the story related in
the sculptures. The head offerings
are described in Kalingathuparani
(Koil 21) and in the Sanskrit work
‘Dasa Kumara Sarita’ in Vrittanta
of Upakaravarma, and the Kalika
Purana (Chapter 70).

Recently, during my visit to the
temple, I discovered a ¢ Navakanda™
offering’ sculpture in the garden on
the southern side. The sculpture
lay buried in the garden. It is
likely that the temple was the venue
of ¢‘Navakandam’ offering. Adi
Sankara, who visited this great
temple during the 9th century is
said to have changed the worship at
this temple from ¢vamachara
marga’ to ‘samayachara’ form.
It is probable that the Ganesa temple
in front of Devi’s shrine is built over
the sacrificial altar. The successors
of the Kama Koti Sankara Mutt still
continue to attend to the repair of
the Sri Vidya Thattanka of the
goddess Akilandeswari, originally
donated by Sankara.
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Pasupathas :

The votaries of the Pasupatha cult
were connected with this temple.
Pasupatha was the oldest form of
Saivism. It is referred to in Maha-
bharatha in Narayaniya section.
The tenets of the sect of Pasupathas
are summed up by Madhava in his
Sarvadarsana—-Sangraha under the
name Nakulisa-Pasupatha. D.R.
Bhandarkar has done most to eluci-
date the history of the Pasupatha cult.
The votaries of the cult hold Siva as
the Isvara (Supreme Being). He is
Pasupati (Lord of Beasts). He is the
creator and ruler of the world, but
not its material cause. With the
Sankhya they admit the notion of a
plastic material cause, the Pradhana;
while they follow Patanjali in
maintaining the existence of a
Supreme Being. Pasupati Vrata (vow)
calculated to release the pasu from
the pasa includes the wearing of the
holy ashes—vibhuti or thiruneeru. It
would be pertinent to remind our-
selves that the name ef the wall is
¢ Thiruneetran Madhil’. The story
goes that an ascetic built it by dis-
tributing vibhuti as wages to workers.
Surely this is task of a pasupatha
performed as a pasupatha vrata.

Much of the earlier connection of
the pasupathas with the temple may
have become obliterated, but the fact
of pasupathas’ association with the
temple from 13th century is known
from inscriptions.

A section of Pasupathas may have
settled down in Tamil country
giving up their repulsive practices,
particularly after the storming
influence of the Bhakti cult heralded
in Tamil Nadu by the Alwars and
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Nayanmars. They established a
mutt known as ¢Akilandanayaki
Thirumadam’ at Thiruvanaika or
Jambukesvaram. The history of the
mutt can be at present traced back
to the second quarter of the 13th
century A. D., when it is said to
have been presided over by one of
the ‘Jiyar Visvesvara Sivacharya’,
the Head of the Golaki Matha, a
migrant from the province of Radha
and the preceptor of the Kakkatiya
King, Ganpathi. In 1240 A. D., a

village called Kumaramangalam
in the former Pudukkottai State
was granted to Akilandanayaki

Thirumadam as Madapuram (ins-
cription from the former Puduk-
kottai State No. 196).

The Head of the Mutt of Jambu-
kesvaram was celibate like the
heads of the other mutts. He was in
charge of temple at Jambukesvaram
enjoying the rights of ¢Archana’,
Thirukkan sathu, kovil kelvi,
Kanakkeluthu, muddirai, mura
suvanthiram. In A. D. 1584, an
important change occurred. The
¢ Thirumugam ’ issued by ¢Candes-
vara’ records the appointment of
Chandrasekara Guru Udaiyar, a
Pasupatha Grahastha as manager of
the temple. (A. R. S.I. E. 1936-37
No. 135 Part II, Para 79). According
to this inscription, the Pasupatha
Vratham and the six rights con-
ferred, so far in the enjoyment of
the head of the mutt in lineal succes-
sion of Guru to Shisya now passed
on to a Grahastha and his sons. The
change from a celibate to a Grahas-
tha is to be noted. It was also
provided in the Thirumugam that
the elder, both by age and learning
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should be the head of the mutt and
maintain the brotherhood of the
disciples of the mutt. This change
seems to be novel at that time and
hence in the Thirumugam, elaborate
references to several authorities
were made to justify the change.
One of the most note-worthy among
the Pasupathas, who held sway over
the temple, was the Pasupatha
Grahastha named Chandrasekara
Guru Udaiyar. He was also known as
Srikantha Akasavasi (64 of 1937-38),
Chandrasekara  Vajapeya Yaji.
After his death, his son, Sagnijith
Savajit Mahavratha Yaji Mahadev
Makkim succeeded. After him,
Siddhasiva Makkim also known as
Sadasiva  Diksita or Sadasiva
Vajapeya was appointed as ¢ Dharma-
kartha’ of Jambukesvara temple in
the cyclic year of Jaya about the
year 1654. Sadasiva Diksita was a
great votary of Sambu or Siva and
believed in the spiritual efficacy of
sivananaraya (Siva, Sambu and
Mahadeva). He is known from ins-
criptions, as Sivanamatry a Praka-
sakala (15, 53, 256 of 1937-38) He erect-
ed pillars ¢Sivanamatraya Jayas-
thambam ’ in utsava mandapa. He
was responsible for a number of works
like construction of ‘Mandapas’,
erection of pillars and installation
of some of the edifices in the temple
complex of Jambukeswaram. Records
at Sankaracharya Mutt at Kumba-
konam also disclose the recognition
by the successors of the Pasupatha
Grahasthas, the right of the Head
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of the Mutt to do tattanka pratistha
to Goddess Akilandeswari in the
temple at Thiruvanaika (Journal of
Oriental Research, Madras Vol. XXV,
Parts I-1V, page 82).

All these accounts show that the
great temple of Jambukesvaram set
amidst sylvan surroundings on the
bank of the river Cauvery, with con-
siderable sprouting springs, served
as a great centre of secret worship
resorted to by the votaries of the
Narayana, Devi and Pasupatha cults.
The great earth mound which was
in existence is likely to have been
replaced at a later period by a great
wall.

People often repeat the story that
the figure of Vishnu was removed
from the venue of Tiruvanaika
temple to Srirangam. There may
not be any truth in it. Sangam
literature mentions Tiruvarangam.
The Tiruvaranga Vimanam also
provides, by its elliptical shape, an
evidence of its antiquity. Elliptical
forms are mnoticed in Buddhist
temples during the 1st century B. C.
to 2nd century A.D. The elliptical
form of the temple was known as
¢ Andakrithi’ and during the later
days with a view to avoid the smack
of Buddhism, the Vimanam may
have acquired its present name
¢ pranavakrithi’. The Lord at Sri-
rangam should have been in existence
from the sangam age and the Nara-
yana bali that has been in practice
at Jambukesvaram should have been
to an earlier form of Narayana.



THIRUVANAIKKA (JAMBUKESVARAM)
THE CENTRE OF JAMBULINGAM OR APPULINGAM

= BY
Dr. T. N. RAMACHANDRAN, F.A.s. (Padma Bhushanam)

IRUVANAIKKA or the ‘“‘grove or
forest of elephants”’, three
miles north of Tiruchi, one mile east
of Srirangam and on the north bank
of River Kaveri is celebrated for its
temple called Jambukesvaram. It is
one of the five element-shrines or
Pancha-bhoota sthalams renowned
for the worship of Siva as
representing the element of water
(appulinga). Here Siva is in the
form of a linga in the garbha griha of
the temple below ground level and is
always surrounded by water, a
curious phenomenon indeed! An
arrangement has been made, as the
temple priest informs us, by which
though water is baled out from
around the Linga, water surrounds it
again - very soon. The Puranic
version (Padma Purana) is that there
was a forest Jamboo trees (Eugenia
Jambolana) near Chandratirtha tank
here which was filled with kaveri
water. In this forest appeared Siva
under a while Jamboo tree. A penitent
saint here swallowed a jamboo fruit
with its seed after offering it to God
Siva as Nivedana. The seed sprouted
and became a tree in the very body
of the saint. At the request of the
saint Siva took his place as a linga
under the tree. Thus both the linga
and the saint found their due places
under the jamboo tree. Hence the
local Siva-linga came to be called

Tiruvennayiludaiyar, Jambunathar,
and Jambu-lingam. Two Siva Ganas
called Pushpadanban and Malyavan
were born in this kshetra by a curse,
one as a white elephant and the
other as a spider. Beholding the
linga, the elephant began a daily
worship of Siva with flowers
(archana) and offered a shower of
water (abhisheka) with its trunk.
Hence the shrine came to be called
the forest of the elephant (Thiru-
vanaika). The spider also worship-
ped thesamelinga, its service being in
the nature of spreading its web over
the linga with its threads in the
manner of a canopy over the linga
so as to check the fall on it of
dry leaves from the tree. Taking
the spider’s web as unclean moss or
cobweb, the elephant destroyed it
and proceeded with its own worship
in the manner detailed above. The
spider spun its next again and again
over the linga and the elephant
removed it relentlessly again and
again. Neither the spider nor the
elephant understood that the worship
of Siva was each other’s common
motive but mistook each other’s
intension. = They became violent
opponents. One day the spider made
its way into the elephant’s trunk
and bit it frequently. Unable to bear
the pain the elephant dashed its
trunk on the ground and fell down



Thiruvanaikka The Centre of Jambulingam or Appulingam

dead. The spider which was lying
hidden within the elephant’s trunk
living it all the time was also killed
as the elephant was dashing its
trunk. Admiring their devotion God
Jambunatha gave them salvation
(moksha).

Malyavan who was the spider of
the story, took rebirth in this world,
this time in the royal chola family.
Subhadeva was then the chola king.
Having no children he and his wife
Kamalavati were doing penance
before Nataraja of Chidambaram.
The kind God granted them their
desire. The spider of the former
birth entered the queen’s womb.
When child-labour approached the
queen was told by astrologers that if
the delivery of the child could be
delayed by one naligat (24 minutes)
the child would rule over the 3
worlds. With the longing and
ambition of a fond mother the queen
bade her attendants tie her legs and
hang her head down with feet up till
the auspicions hour approached. This
was done. When she was let loose at
the correct time she gave birth to a
boy of ravisting beauty but with red
eyes as a result of forced stay in the
womb on beholding whom she cried
out of joy “Oh! my dear Ko-chen-
Kannan 2 ‘“my king of red eyes”,
and so crying died immediately.
King Subhadeva crowned the boy
king when he came of age and him-
self went to the forest for penance
Kochenkannan who had prescience
or knowledge of his previous birth
and service to Jambulinga began
building this temple and endowed it
with jewels. He built other shrines
also, in all 70, and going to Chidam-
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baram built houses for the Tillar
andanars.

Tamil literature hails him as
“ endol-isarku elil madam 70 seydu
ulagamanda Kochenganan’. This
story is referred to by Saint Appar
(600 A.D.) in his Tirumurai, IV,
Padigam 49, and by Sambandar (7th
century A. D.) in IT Tirumurai, Padi
gam63-7. Though earlier references to

this story and Tiruvanaikka
(Gajaranya) are found in Padma
Purana, historical significance is

shed by Appar, who while singing
on this shrine and its god in his
Tevaram (Tiruthandagam, 6862, 6866,
6871) draws our pointed attention to
the outer prakara wall, now called
Vibhuti (Tirunirittan) madil, during
the erection of which God Siva came
as a Siddha and paid the workmen
sacred ash (vibhuti, Tiruneeru) as

wages. The spider becoming the
Chola King is also recorded in
Kalingattupparani, Kulothunga-

cholanula, Tiruvandadi of Nambian-
dar Nambi and Sekkilar’s Periya
Puranam. Itisalso recorded in the
Tiruvalangadu copper plate grant of
Rajendra Chola I (1014 A. D.) and in
two stone inscriptions of later date
found in the Tiruvanaikka temple.
Tirumangai Alvar (8th cent. A.D.)
also hails the king as ¢ Irukkilangu
Tirumani Yendolisarku elil madam

70 ceydulagamanda tirukkulattu
valachcholan’? (Periya Tirumoli,
6-6, Ambaram 1498-1507). This

temple is one of the 70 shrines raised
by Kochchenkannan as referred by
Tirumangai. It has 5 prakaras or
courtyards and the outermost is
called Tiruneerittan madil. Tradi-
tion has it and Appar bears
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testimony to it that in this temple
Siva came as a Siddhar and erected a
prakara evidently the outermost one
(the 5th) giving to the labourers as
wages Siva’s sacred ash (vibhuti).
Hence this prakara came to be called
Vibhuti or Tiruneerittan madil.
Another version is that Siva in the
form of a Mestri supervised the
construction and gave a packet
of vibhuti towards the labourer’s
cooly, and when the packet was
opened to! it contained the daily
wages of the labourer. The temple
has got 5 prakaras symbolically
standing for the 5 human Kosas or
covers and it is the 5th prakara that
is called Tirunirittan madil.
Tiruppugazh (15th cent.) has the
following song on this temple.
Alitter marukir payilmeyttiruririt-
tan madil Surriya porriru Anaikka,
¢ Saint Arunagiriyar also refers to the
famous seuephire of God Shanmukha
worshipped on the southern bank of
the temple tank called Sambhu-
tatakam - as ‘“Tungagajaranyattil
uttama Sambhutatakamadutte.”
Dakshina Sundara Maran madit
puratturai Perumane (Tiruppugal
18) Arunagiriyar calls this Kshetra,
Gajaranya and refers to the outer-
most prakara as Sundara Maran
madil. As Appar (600 A.D.) has
already referred to the existence of
this madil for erecting which Siva
gave vibhuti as wages to the work-
men, Arunagiriyar (15th century)
calling it Sundara Maran-madil only
refers to the time-honoured privilege
of the sequence of ruling dynasties
associating their names with an event
of merit such as repairor renovation
of the prakara rendered sacred by
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Siva’s labour fee of vibhuti or Tiru-
neeru. Sundara Maran bore the
honorific- name Tiruneerru Sundara
Pandyan. In the 11th and 12th centu-
ries A.D., the later chola kings Kulo-
thunga I and II bore the title
¢ Tiruneerruchcholan’’  obviously
for honouring the time honoured
custom of doing some repair to this
sacred Vibhuti prakaram. In an
inscription on the north side of
Vibhuti Prakaram it is recorded as
¢« Svasti Sri Tirunirrucundara pan-
diyan tirumaligai Sri”, which
shows that it has a reference to the
fifth prakara. The Pandya symbols,
two fishes and the ankusa, are also
carved by the sideof thisinscription.
The Pandyan king who raised this
wall was also called ‘ Tirunirruc
Sundara Pandiyan?’ (13th century
A.D.). Inside this courtis the Ayirak-
kal Mandapam or the hall of 1000
pillars”? with fine carvings. The
Tevaram records that a chola king
who had his capital at woraiyur was
bathing in the River Kaveri, when his
necklace with pendant Padakkam
fell into the water. The King prayed
that the lost necklace should find its
way eventually to God Siva. No
sooner did he pray than it was caught
as though accidentally but surely by
God’s will in an abhisheha pot while
the temple priest was collecting
water from the river and while
abhisheka to the linga was being per-
formed with that water, the King
saw the necklace falling from the
pot on the Linga and adorning the
God. Thereby the king received
divine blessing. In this temple
Ambika is called Akilandanayaki
who, by worshipping Siva, had
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jnanopadesa from him. The fact
that devi worshipped the God is even
now remembered in the temple
daily-worship ritual by the priest of
the Devi temple dressed in woman’s
attire going to the temple of the God
during mid-day puja and doing
archana to the God. The Utsava
mandapa in front of the Devi Shrine
within the second prakara was raised
in the 17th and 18th century. Among
noteworthy carvings here mention
may be made of the one showing the
elephant worshipping the Jambu-
Linga and another representing
Ekapada Trimurti or Aja Ekapada,
i.e. the Trimurti standing on one leg.
In the latter Siva is shown standing
erect in the centre with Brahma and
Vishnu issuing from him to his right
and left respectively, while their
vahanas, the bull, swan and Garuda
are shown in the foreground below
them.

Surrounded as it is by 5 prakaras
the garbhagriha of this temple would
appear to have been made of stone in
the early chola period as shown by
inscriptions of Parantaka Chola I
found on the walls of gurbhagriha.
Subsequently as temple rituals in-
creased and the place began to attract
pilgrims in large numbers, the
temple was enlarged by the later
Cholas, Pandyas, Hoysalas, Vijaya-
nagara Kings and the Nayake Chiefs.
Many gifts of lands and ornaments
are attributed to them in the temple
inscriptions. Recently, within 50
years, a celebrated Nattukkottai
Nagarattar renewed the mandapas
and inner structures of the temple.

The shrine of Devi (Tirukkama-
kottam) came into existence during
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the period of the later cholas (1070
A.D. onwards). It has however
been recently renewed with shining
black stone (basalt) in the modern
style of temple architecture. There
is also a temple of Adi Sankara-
charya located within the fourth
prakara of this big temple. The
goddess was worshipped by Adi
Sankara himself, who decorated the
image of the goddess with two ear-
rings or tatankas bearing chakras. It
is said that once the deity was so
powerful that impure devotees met
with some mishap or other and to
mitigate the wrath of the deity,
Sankaracharya provided the Goddess
with the tatankas bearing chakras.
An image of Ganesa was also set up
in front of the deity. In 1923, these
original tatankas having become old,
were renewed by the present Jagad
Guru Kamakoti Sankaracharya. The
Sankaralaya within the 4th prakara
and some other mandapatirthas
were erected by local Pasupata
Sivacharya. Rajarajesvaram within
the 5th prakara is a shrine by the
northern side of tnis temple erected
by the chola king Rajaraja IIl. In
one of its cells is a panchamukha-
linga standing for Sadasiva, with
carvings of the 5 faces of Siva,
Satyojata, Vamadeva, Tatpurusha,
Aghora and Isana, the last ome
occupying a higher place than the
other four. It is of excellent Hoysala
workmanship. Between this temple
and the Akhilandanayaki temple is
a temple called Pasupatisvaram
octagonal in base and circular above,
which looks like a granary, the Sri-
rangam temple granary, on the an-
alogy of a similar shrine at Negapa-
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tam. This Pasupatisvaram was erec-
ted in the reign of Hoysala Vice
Ramanatha Devar (1255-95 A.D)
whose portrait sculpture with his
hands held in anjale can be noticed
here. Vestiges of Hoysala occupation
here are Visvesvara Devaby named
after Visvesvara Sivacharya who
lived:in the Akhilandesvarimatham,
Prasannesvara to west of Ramatirtha
and a pamadhi temple of Sowaladevi
on the outskirts of the temple. From
13th century onwards several Saiva
mathas including Sangama deva
matha by the side of the temple of
Sangamadeva came into existence
here. Visvesvara Sivacharya-matha
belonging to Golaki Santanam of
Lakshadhyayimatha of Sad-bhava
Sambhu has been flourishing here
for a long time. A stone record of
1240 A.D. from Pudukkottai called
this gmarlarésr ool ersSwrud Casreod
19 #mor_1b. Hoysala Vira Ramanatha
in 1258 A.D. erected a matha in
Tiruvanaikka for the use of Tat-
purusha Sivacharya who bore the
title of weauAssrbs elwrswrsr and
endowed it with lands.

In 1235 A.D., Hoysala Vira Somes-
vara built 4 small temples within
the temple enclosure and named
them after his grandfather, grand-
mother, father and aunt as Vattales-
varam,Padmalesvaram, Narasimhes-
varam and Somalesvaram. In the
18th century the Hoysalas interfered
in the feuds of the Cholas and Pandyas
and began to claim friendship with
them by inter-marrying. Slowly
they raised their own capital city at
Kannanur near Samayapuram, 8
miles to the north of Tiruchy and
were governing the locality. Vira
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Somesvara was an important mem-
ber of this Hoysala family who
figures prominently in the history of
the temple of Jambukesvaram. Simi-
larly Hoysala generals and mer-
chants of the times also raised
shrines here such as Tyaga Vinodis-
varam erected by Kalavakkur Tyaga
Perumal and temple of Nataraja
alias Sri Padamudaiyur erected by
Karuppur Jnana Sambandar. The
Western Gopuram was built prior to
1178 A.D. during or slightly prior
to Kulothunga II’s time. The
Eastern Gopuram called Sundara
Pandya Gopuram is of great artistic
interest and contains carvings be-
speaking the excellence of 13th
century art in the tranisition bet-
ween Chola and Pandya. This gopu-
ram was begun in 1216 A.D. during
Maravarman Sundara Pandya’s time,
It was completed by Hoysala Vira-
somesvara as an inscription here
refers to this gopuram as efgGerioe
ager SmBHy g Gsryyb. Sundara
Pandya (Maravarman) ruled in
Madurai ; His victories are proclaimed
in his inscriptions found on the
eastern gopuram of Sundaresvara
temple, Madurai. When he ascended
the Pandya throne Rajaraja III was
the Chola King. Even as a lad he was
resenting the conquest of the Pandya
land by the Chola Kulothunga IIL
Finding that Rajaraja III was weak,
Sundara invaded and conquered the
Chola capitals of Tanjoreand Worai-
yur and coronated himself at Patai-
yarai, another Chola head quarters
and worshipped Ponnambalam of
Chidambarm. On his way back to
Madurai be camped at Pon Amara-
vati and sending for the defeated
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Chola gave him back the Chola king-
dom in return for an annual tribu-
tary tax. Out of gratitude, the Chola
named his son after the Pandya.
After some time the chola stopped
paying his tribute. Sundara invaded
again the Chola land and drove the
Chola out of his kingdom. The tunn-
ing Chola was imprisoned by Kop-
perunjinga at Sendamangalam. In
celebration of this victory the Pandya
anointed himself at Mudikonda-
cholapuram. Later, in 1232 A.D.
Hoysala Vira Narasimha released
the Chola from prison and after
defeating Sundara Pandya in battle
restored the Chola to his throne that
he had lost to the Pandya.

Sundara Pandya’s works are in
Madurai the Eastern Gopuram of 9
tiers before Sundaresvara Sannidhi,
Sundara Maran Tirumadil of Swami
temple, Sundara-Pandya-Mandapam
of Minakshi Amman Koil and
Immaiyil-nanmai-taruvar koil in
Mela Masi vidhi, Madurai. His works
in Tiruvanaikka are the Eastern
Gopuram called Sundara Pandya
Gopuram of 7 tiers which he began
in 1216 A.D. but which was complet-
ed by Hoysala Vira Somesvara and
the Vibhuti Madil. As the name in
the inscription on the madil reads as
Tirunirru Sundara Pandyan it
follows that this Pandya associated
his name also with the sacred
ancient madil by effecting some
repairs to it.

The Gopuram, which isin 7 tiers,
has its lower part (janga) all in fine
granite, while the upper part is of
brick and fine stucco work. The
cosmic significance of this Gopuram
with every nook and corner richly
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decorated poems to be that the visitor
should be instructed ocularly in the
doctrine of Hindu mythology, icono-
graphy, fine arts, the Muses, in short
of every day life. The sculptured
panels of this Gopuram, is placed
end to end, would extend for long.
The sculptures bespeak a luxurious
experience and open out an encyclo-
paedia of edifying legends told with
moving eloquence and in the plastic
language of a singularly chaste and
refined dicton, elaborated with rich
and exquisite imagery. Incidentally
these speaking pictures afford
glimpses into the details of the life
of the times (13th century A. D.)
Humble huts, pompous temples and
mansions, musical and dance scenes
including those of Siva and hisganas,
assemblies of both spiritual and
worldly minded human beings,
vahanas, forest scenes, window
scenes of variety and intricacy, flora
and fauna, everything is here
pictured in stone eloquently and
profusely, yet with refined restraint.
In contrast to the moving compo-
sitions of life (terrestrial, aerial
and celestial) its variety are
the static images of a series of
Surya, Ditapalas, navagrahas, sages
like Narada and Agastya, Kshetra-
palas, Brahma, Vishnu, Siva, Hari-
hara, and Traipurushadeva, and the

in

dynamic images of a series of
Ganapati dancing, of Siva in a
variety of dances including Gaja-
sankara, Kalasamhara, Urdhva-
tandava, Kali-tandava, Gauri-
tandava, chanda-tandava, and

ananda-tandava and of Mahishasura-
mardini in tryalidha flexion.
Blessing forms of Siva such as Uma-
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sahita, Chandrasekhara, Gangadha-
ra, Vrishabavahana, Bhikshadana,
Somaskanda, Kankalamurti, Lingod-
bhava, Kalyanasundara, Chande-
sanugrahmurti, Kiratamurti and
Tripurantakamurti are in evidence.
A Chandrasekharamurti in particu-
lar is in the role of blessing obvisouly
Sundara Pandya with a sword, with
which the Pandya obtained his
victory. In contrast to the benign
forms are the forms of Siva in his
dynamic role of dancer, whether he
is subduing Kala, peeling off the skin
of the elephant, burning the 3 cities
or spinning himself in the delightful
gyration of ananda-tandava, or
winning an easy victory over kali
with a lightning-flash of urdhva
tandava or lalata-tilake recourse.
Among Devs occur Sarasvati,
Lakshmi, Parvati, Durga, Akilanda-
nayaki and Mahishasuramardini, the
last mentioned in dynamic role.
Whoever is the deity (sculpture)
depicted, whatever is the background
or following of the deity or the
architecture of it, the artist has
succeeded in his object of represent-
ing here sculpture and architecture
in mutual complement and blend
and thereby converting the gopuram
into a veritable Museum, a picture
gallery, a wonder land where travers-
ing culturally, men can forget
momentarily their physical moor-
ings and run a godly race. Musical
scenes occupying the lower sediment
in which dwarfish games take part
with a variety of musical instru-
ments and dances take us away to a
world of retreat and relaxation, to
return from which would create a
void. The Kiratamurti, Bhiksha-
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tana, Gajasamharamurti, Gan-
gadhara, Chandesanugrahamurti,
Sarasvati, Urdhavatandava Natesa

and Ananta-tandava Natesa forms
portrayed in the Sundara Pandya
gopuram gallery bring out the best
specimens of chola art comparable
to the masterpieces of Darasuram,
Gangaikondacholapuram, Tiruven-
kada and the Brihadisvara of
Tanjore. These, surely the products
of religion and faith, instil in the
spectator’s mind the truth that
religion is a never failing source of
inspiration to the arts and that by
religion is not meant mere ritual or
dogma but that innate latent quality
or virtue in Man that finds tongues
in trees, books in running brooks,
sermons in stone and good in every-
thing.

A four pillared mandapa called
Kuratti-Mandapam in the 3rd
prakara is of untold ethnological
and musical interest not to speak of
the high mark of sculptural art that
its sculptures portray kurathis
dancing  Kathakali, Kudakuttu,
buffoons (Komalis) dancing in imita-
tion of Arjuna and woman, Deva-
dasis dancing Bharata-natyam, a
whiskered lady dancing with horn
and sword, komali-kuttu, Muruga,
Virabhadra, Daksha and musicians
being the subject matter of these
sculptures, this mandapam affords
food for merriment and research
study.

The Utsava Mandapa within the
2nd prakara was raised in the 17th,
18th century A. D.

The God of Tiruvanaikka has been
sungin padmapuranam, in Tevaram,
‘Tiruvachagam, Divya-prabandham



Thirwvanaikka The Centre of Jambulingam or Appulingam

and later on by Arunagirinathar in
Tiruppugazh, by Kalamegappulavar,
the twin pulavars, Mudusuryar and
Ilanjuryar, popular as Irattaiyar,
Tayumanaswamigal (18th cent. A.D.)
Kacchiyappa Muni and recently
by Mahavidwan Minakshisundaram
Pillai. The glory of having made
Kavi Kalamegam great goes to devi
Akhilandanayaki. Saluva Thiru-
malayya Deva of Vijayanagara the
son of Saluva Gopa and brother
of Tippa was a patron of Tamil
literature. He was visited by
Kalamegar who composed a poem on
Tiruvanaikka ecalled Tiruvanaikka
Ula. Kalamegar lived in the first hay
of the 15th century A.D. Besides
Tiruvanaikka Puranam by Kacchi-

‘other
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yappa Muni who was proficient in
Sanskrit and Tamil, we have also
songs on Goddess Akhilanda Nayaki
by Venkatarama Bharati of the 19th
century. In short Tiruvanaikka
temple is hallowed by antiquity,
by Sthalamahatmya puranas, by
the visits of Appar, Sambandar
and other celebrated Nayanars,
and of Adi Sankaracharya and
Sivacharyas, Arunagiriyar
and great poets including Kala-
megar and by its architectural and
sculptural wealth. It witnessed
constructions and donations at the
hands of a sequence of dynasties that
ruled the land-the Chola, Pandya,
Hoysala, Vijayanagara Kings and
Nayak Chiefs.
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1905/499

1905/500
1905/501
1905/502

1905/503
1905/504

1905/505

1905/506
1905/507
1905/508

1908480

1908, 1936-37, 1937-38 Wt BaEaflsd LgQu@BSSILIL L mar]

On the east wall of the third prakara in the Jambukeswara
temple near Trichinoply — Chola — Tribhuvanachavartin
Rajarajadeva — 20th year — Tamil — Sale of land.

On the same wall - Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — 29th year — Tamil — Gift of land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — 26th year — Tamil — Sale of dry land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — 26th year — Tamil - Sale of dry land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva - Lost — Tamil — Damaged Appears to record a sale
of land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — Lost — Tamil - Damaged. Appears to record a sale
of land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — Lost — Tamil — Sale of land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — 29th year — Tamil — Sale of dry land 1 plus 1/20
plus 1/20 veli of land for 2125 kasu. -

On the west wall of the kitchen in the same temple -
Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva — 20th year — Tamil —
Sale of land.

On the same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Raja-
rajadeva — 24th year Ananda — Tamil - Gift of money by
certain merchants of Conjeevaram.

On the west gopura of the Jambukesvara temple at
Tiruvanaikkaval, right of entrance - Chola — Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Kulottunga Choladeva, ‘who was pleased to
take Madura and the crowned head of the Pandya’. —19th
year — Tamil — Damaged. Seems to register a political
compact between Siyan Udaiyapillai alias Pillai Akalanka
Nadalvan and Tondan Seman alias Rajarajamuvarayan.
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1908/481

1908/482

1908/483
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1908/485
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1908/487
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On the west gopura of the Jambukesvara temple at
Tiruvanaikkaval, right of entrance — ............... Tamil (verse)
Records the gift of the Chola country by Sundara Pandya to
the Bana King. S

On the west gopura of the Jambukesvara temple at
Tiruvanaikkaval, right of entrance - ......... ot doson —ooonaons -
Tamil and Grantha - A verse in the Vamsasthametre in
praise of the Bana king, evidently called Viramagadan as
indicated by the single Tamil line at the top. Another
damaged inscription of two verses refers to the same Bana

king.

In the same gopura, left of entrance — Chola — Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Kulottunga Choladeva — 18th year — Tamil —
Damaged. Renewal of a political compact between Rajaraja-
devan Ponparappinan Vanakovaraiyan and Siyan Udayapillai
alias Akalanka — Nadalvan.

In the same place- Chola — (Tribhuvanachakravartin)
Rajendra Choladeva - 6th year — Tamil - Damaged Renewal
of a political compact between Rajarajadevan Ponparappinan
Vanakovaraiyan and Siyan Udayapillai alias Akalanka
Nadalvan. Gift of land for a flower-garden.

On the wall of the Ganesa Shrine in the same temple —
Hoysala — Vira Ramanathadeva — 14th  year — Tamil — Frag-
ments. Refer to the temple at Tiruvanaikkaval in Tenkarai
Pandikulasani Valanadu.

_ On the west wall of the Sankaracharyaswami matha in the

same village — ... .. - Tribhuvanachakravartin Konerinmaik-

kondan — ...... — Tamil — Refers to the building of the matha

called Narpattennayiravan madam by Avurudaiyan, Solakon,

on the northern side of the temple at Thiruvanaikkaval and
provides for the feeding of the ascetics.

Oniithe S came will 00 00 — Tribhuvanachakravartin
Konerinmaikondan — ...... — Tamil - Refers to the building of
the same matha.

North wall of the second prakara in the Jambukesvara
swami temple —...... —ieeise —Saka 1894, Khara (expired)
Nandana (current) Ani 2. - Tamil — Purports to be an order
issued by god Alagiya Tiruvanaikka Udaiyar to Sundara-
Pandya Brahmarayar transferring to him 2 veli of land in
Kurrur belonging to his brother Urutirasiva (Rudrasiva)

_ Brahmarayar.
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1936-37/104

1936-37/105

1936-37/106

1936-37/107

1936-37/108

1936-37/109

1936-37/110

1936-37/111

39

Same wall — ...... - .coooo — Jaya (expired) Manmatha (current)
Ani. 12 - Tamil — Engraved in continuation of the previous
inscription. Registers sale of the 2 veli of land by Sundar-
Pandya Brahmarayar mentioned above for 600 panam to the
temple to pay off the fine imposed on him by Tirumalai deva
Maharaja for some crime.

Same wall — Vijayanagara —...... — Saka 1441, Pramadi,
Vrischika, su. paurnami, Sunday Krittika - Tamil — Records
gift of 12 veli of land in 3 villages to the temple for the daily
requirements of worship to the god and goddess by
Timmappa Nayaka, son of Vasal Mallappa Nayaka, an officer
of Krishnadeva Maharaya, whose nayakkattanam comprised
Tiruchirapalli sirmai in Sola-mandalam.

Same wall - Vijayanagara — Praudhadeva-Maharaya, son of
Mallikarjunadeva-Maharaya, ‘who witnessed the elephant
hunt’ — Saka 1392, Vikriti, Makara, su. 7, Friday, Uttirattadi —
Tamil — Registers sale of the right of worship in the temple
at Tiruvanaikka with its privillages including house-sites,
by the four sets of Sthanikas to a certain Bagavanar
Andaperumal of Kaitavanallur in Tondai-mandalam.

Same wall - Vijayanagara — ...... —Saka 1441, Pramadi,
Dhanus, su. paurnami, Tuesday, Tiruvadirai- Tamil -
Records gift of 1 veli of land at Vadavur in Rajagambhira-
valanadu, for the expenses of worship and offerings on the
second day of the annual festival in the temple by
Timmappa-Nayaka mentioned in No. 105 above, for the merit
of king Krishnadevaraya.

South wall of the same prakara - Chola - Tribhuvana-
chakravartin (Raja) - 13th year, Vrischika, su. 3, Monday
Rohini — Records sale of some lands in Vikramasolanallur
and Anapayamangalam to the temple by Tiruvanaikka-velan
of Seyyamangalam.

Same wall — ...... — «eeo. —dasami, Monday As ...... - Tamil —
Stones lost. Records sale of land to the temple by
Govardhanan Kunikkumpiran Bhattan of Tirunalam.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajaraja deva —
13 the year, Vrischika, su. 3, Monday Rohini- Tamil — Records
another sale of land to the temple by Tlruvalan Tiruvennaval
Velan, the headman of Karumbanur.

Slab set up in the verandah of the same prakara — ...... =i —
...... — Sanskrit in Telugu. - In praise of Sadasiva Makhlndra
Above the inscription are cut in relief the figures of a linga
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1936-37/114

1936-37/115

1936-37/116

1936-37/117

1936-37/118
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and parvati holding a lotus in her right hand. In modern
characters. :

Another slab bearing the figure of a linga, set up in the same
place— .0 = noono — ... .. — Telugu - In modern characters,
States that this is the channel of Ayyagalayya.

West wall of the third prakara — Vijayanagara — Virapratapa
Devaraya Maharaya - Plavanga, Margali 15— Tamil -
Records an order of the king to Sirupparasar to revive worship
in the Vishnu and Siva temples in the kingdom by remitting
taxes other than the usual vibhuti kanikkai due to the king
from the devadana lands. Also records a further order
reviving worship in the temple at Tiruvidaimarudur as in the
time of king Bhupati and in two other temples at Tiru-
madukkam in Tirukkaraypparru and at Valudilampattu.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajendra
Choladeva — 3rd year, 220th day — Tamil — Records an order of
the king granting an ulvari for the remission of the taxes on
36 and odd (veli) of land belonging to the temple of
Tiruvanaikka — Udaiyar to provide for the requirements of
worship, etc.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin — Konerinmai-
kondan — 5th year, 142nd day — Tamil — Damaged. Records
an order of the king making into a tax free devadana, 25 veli
of land in Muttam alias Villavanallur in Nittavinoda - vala-
nadu granted as tirunamattukkani to the temple by
Tripuradeviyar, the aunt of the king. The royal secretary
was Rajendrasimha — Muvendavelan.

Same wall - Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Konerinmai-
kondan — 5th year, 142nd day — Tamil — Highly damaged,
Seems to give effect to the royal order mentioned above.

Same wall - Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajendra
Choladeva — 5th year, 115th day — Tamil - Records a royal

~order granting, as tax free devadana, lands in seven different

villages, for worship and offerings in the temple of
Posalisvaram Udaiyar built by Mamadi Virasomesvara at
Kannanur, a = hamlet of Tiruvellarai, which was a’

- brahmadeya in Pacchchirkurram, a subdivision of Rajaraja —
- valanadu. The royal secretary was Neriyudayaichchola

Muvendavelan.

North wall of the same prakara — Hoysala—Sarva.bhau—r

machakravartin Vira Somesvaradeva — 22nd year (in words)

- Kumbha, ba. 6, Saturday, Svati- Tamil — Records sale of land
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1936-37/119

1936-37/120

1936-37/121

1936-37/122

1936-37/123

1936-37 /124

belonging to the temple for 40,000 kasu, to Kalvakkur Tyagap-
perumal of Posala Vira Narasimhachaturvedimangalam,
who endowed the same for worship and offerings in the
shrine of Tyagavinodisvaram Udaiyar, built by him in the
third prakara of the temple, and for making a tiruvasi
(aureole) for Chandesvara.

Same wall — Hoysala — Vira Somesvaradeve — ...... - Tamil -
Begins with the introduction Samastabhuvanasraya ete.,
Records remission of taxes from the 3rd year of the king on 32
veli of devadana land belonging to the temple and to the
shrines of Viracholisvara, Padumalisvara, Vira Narasinges-
vara and Somalisvara in Vada Tiruvanaikka and their
consequent conversion into tirunamattukkani land, for the
consideration of a lump payment of 110,000 kasu.

Same wall—Hoysala - Vira Somesvaradeva —4th year—Tamil —
Commences with the same introduction. Records the
assignment of 1,000 kalam of paddy by the king from the
villages Korramangalam and Alagiyamanavalanallur in
Rajagambhira valanadu, for worship and offerings to god
Sankara Nayanar enshrined in the fourth prakara of the
temple.

Same wall — Hoysala — Vira Somesvara — 3rd year — Tamil -
Records a similar grant by the king from certain specified
lands, for conducting in the name of the king, a festival in
the temple of Tiruvanaikka Udaiyar in the month of Masi.
Same wall — Hoysala — Vira Somesvaradeva — 25th year —
Tamil — Incomplete. Records a similar grant made by the
king, of paddy derived as tax from the villages Narasinga-
mangalam, Kannanur, Ottanur, Sengavur, ete., in Rajaraja-
valanadu ‘on the northern bank’ for the merit of his mother
Kalaladeviyar, for worship in the temple of Posalisvaram
Udaiyar (at Kannanur) consecrated by him. Refers to the
damaged and neglected state of some lands caused by the
breach of the Kaveri, and their reclamation in this year.

Same wall — Hoysala — Vira Somesvara — 27th year — Tamil —
Records another gift of the same kind made by the king for
the merit of his mother Kalaladeviyar.

Same wall — Hoysala — Vira-Somesvara — 5th year — Tamil —
Gives details of income in paddy from different kinds of
lands made over by the king to provide for worship and
offerings to the deity in the temple of Somalisvaram Udaiyar
at Purasaikkudiin Pachchilkurram, a subdivision of Raja-
raja-valanadu, built by him as a pallippadai for Deviyar.
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Same wall — Hoysala — Sarvabhaumachakravartin Vir Rama-
nathadeva — 2nd year, Karkataka su. 15, Sunday Tiruvonam -
Tamil — Registers a sale of house-sites by the temple of
Tiruvanaikka-udaiya-Nayanar to a certain Gautamasiva-
Ravalar, the disciple of a certain Udaiyar Svamidevar, for
building a matha.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva.
22nd year — Tamil — Records an agreement of surety (kili-
punat tittw) given to the temple by a certain Kunranpiran
alias Manatungapperaiyan, a ferryman, who had the Kani
right of Kari-Sattankurai in Kilpilaru, a subdivision of
Pachchil-kurram in Rajarajavalanadu for 40,000 kasu due
from 3 other ferrymen to the temple for four shares
purchased by them.

East gopura leading to the third prakara — ...... = = -
Sanskrit in Telugu - States that the adherents of Advaita
philosophy attain beatitude.

Slab set up on the east side of the fourth prakara —...... = 60000 -
...... — Sanskrit in Nagari - States that pavement of the
temple of Jambunatha and Akhilandesvari was the work of
Bhaskararaya Bharati Dikshita.

Pillar at the southern entrance into the same prakara —...... -
...... — ..e... — Telugu in Grantha — Modern and badly engraved.
States that Sadasiva-Dikshitendra planted a pillar with the
three names of Siva (on it) and consecrated a linga in the
vicinity of the Sankaresvara (shrine)

Right door - jamb of the same entrance - ...... — 05005 =
Tamil - Modern. States that Sadasiva-Dikshita ruled (in the
pontifical seat) with benignity for sixty years.

Left door jamb in the same place — ...... — e = — Telugu

and Sanskrit in Grantha - Two verses in Pra.lse of Sadasiva
Dikshita.

South wall of the same prakara (out side) left of entrance —
...... = «evese — weeee. — Telugu — Modern — States that Sadasiva
Dikshita planted the pillar of Sivanamatrayam which
established his fame.

Sameswalli— i o — Tamil — States that this is the
linear measure for measuring the wet lands of Tiruvanaikka.
The length is indicated by two plus marks at either end and
measures about 4 feet.
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1936-37/135

1936-37 /136

1937-38/1

1937-38/2

1937-38/3

1937-38/4

Same wall right of entrance—...... o0 — - Telugu -
States that this wall and the entrance were the gift of Anna
Chaundappa-Udaiyar, son of Aditta-Udaiyar. The wirting
belongs to the 15th century A. D.

Slab set up near a dilapidated matha near the outermost
eastern gopura —...... = oo — Saka 1506, Tarana, Panguni 6 —
Sanskrit in Grantha and Tamil — Purports to record an order
of god Chandesvara conferring upon Chandrasekharaguru-
Udaiyar the headship of the Pasupata-matha with the right of
worship and management of the temple of Tiruvanaikka-
Udaiyar.

Slab set up near the outermost western gopura — Madura —
Nayaka — Visvanatha Krishna Virappa-Nayaka — Saka 1517,
Manmatha, Vrischika, ba. 14, Thursday, Anusa - Tamil -
Records the gift of the annual income of 47 pon due to the
chief from the valaikkara (fishermen) families settled in
Trichinopoly, for worship and offerings to god Kankalanatha,
set up by him in the temple, on one of the days during the
principal festival.

Pedestal of a metallic Dvarapalaka image placed in the first
prakara of the Jambukesvara temple—......—...... - Tamil —
States that the image is the gift of Deyvangalperumal, son of
Ilaiyanayinar of Karuppur in Irungolappandi-valanadu,
a Karanika (Accounts Officer) of V1svanatha.—Na.yaka.r Virappa
Nayakkarayyan.

Another image in the same place ...... — 00000 — Tamil - States
that the image is the gift of Deyvangalperumal, son of
Ilaiyanayinar of Karuppur in Irungolappandi-valanadu,
a Karanika (Accounts Officer) of Visvanatha-Nayakar Virappa
Nayakkarayyan.

Inner wall of the north verandah containing the utsava
images in the same temple - Pandya — Maravarman alias
Tribhuvanachakravartin Sundara-Pandyadeva who was
pleased to take sonadu. — 4th year, 154th day — Tamil - Seems
to enumerate the ornaments, etc.,, belonging to god
Tiruvanaikka-Udaiyar. The king is mentioned as staying at
Madura.

Inner wall of the north verandah of the second prakara of the
same temple. - Hoysala — Vira Ramanathadeva — 14th year,
Mithuna, su. 11, Wednesday, Visakha — Tamil — States that
the trustees of the temple of Tiruvanaikka-Udaiyar, sold a bit
of land for the money endowed by Nilakantha Nayakkar of
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Palapalli for offerings and worship to the god Pasupatisvaram-
Udaiyar which he had consecrated in the gosala erected by
him in front of the Akhilandanayaki shrine in the fourth
prakara of the temple.

Same wall — Hoysala — Vira Somesvaradeva — ...... — Tamil -
Registers exemption of taxes granted by the king from his 6th
year on the land endowed by Avvai Somala Mahadevi to the
temple of Sangamallesvaram-Udaiya-Nayanar and to the
Sangamadevar matha at Tiruvanaikka.

Same  wall - Hoysala — Sakalabhuvanachakravartin  Vira-
Somesvaradeva — 6th year, Dhanus, su. 3, Friday, Uttiradam.
Tamil — Connected with the above record. Registers purchase
of land in Perur Sirudavur alias Palurchcheri in Kilpalaru in
Pachchil-kurram, a subdivision of Rajaraja valanadu by
Somala Mahadevi, daughter of the Hoysala king Vira-
Vallaladeva, from two persons. 2

Base of the same verandah — ..... b - Kshaya, Asvija,
su. 10, Monday — Telugu — Incomplete. Stones misplaced and
missing. States that Mummadi Timmarasa and his son
installed the images of Valampuri-Vinayaka, Subrahmanya,
etc., as the gift of Mahapradhana Vira...... Dannayaka Udaiyar.
A Tamil version of the record is engraved in continuation of
this inscription. :
On the wall of the east verandah in the same prakara-Chola —
Maduraikonda Parakesvarivarman — 40th year — Tamil - In-
complete, Mentions god Mahadeva-Bhatara at Tiruvanaikka.
Same  place — Chola — Parakesarivarman ...... — Uttiradam —
Tamil — Fragment.

Stone built into the pavement in the north side of the same
prakara — Chola - Parakesarivarman —8rd Year — Tamil —
Fragment. Mentions Malai-nadu.

Stones built in the same pavement— ...... =i =see Tamil —
Fragments of different inscriptions engraved in characters of
the 13th century A.D. One of them mentions Tiruvarattis-
varam-Udaiyar and Gangadisvaram — Udaiyar consecrated in
the 8th year of a king whose name is lost.

South wall of the same prakara — Hoysala — Vira-Ramanatha-
deva — 6th year, Karkataka, su. 5, Wednesday, Uttiram —
Tamil - Registers gift of land by purchase by Sankara bhatta’
of Pullalur for offerings and worship to god Visvesvaradeva
situated in the eastern prakara of the temple of god Sangamis-
varam-Udaiyar at Vira-Narasimhachaturvedimangalam, an
agaram situated in Tiruvanaikka.
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1937-38/13

1937-38/14

1937-38/15

1937-38/16

1937-38/17

1937-39/18

1937-38/19

1937-38/20

1937-38/21

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva —
......su. 11, Saturday, Tamil — Stones lost in the middle.
Registers sale of land by two persons to the temple of
Tiruvanaikka-Udaiyar-Nayanar.

Same wall — Chola - Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva —
24th year, Mithuna su. 11, Saturday Sodi — Tamil — Connected
with the previous inscripticn and engraved in continuation of
it. Registers a dravyachchelavu-kaiyidu given by the above
two persons for the amount received by them for the sale of
their lands. Mentions Bogaya-Dandanayaka. !

South wall of the Utsava-mandapa (inside) in the same
prakara — ... —...... =G — Grantha and Tamil - In characters
of the 18th century A. D. States that Sadasiva Vajapeyayaji—
Dikshitarayyan built the mandapa and provided for offerings
to god Chandrasekara on amavasya and sankranti days.

Same wall — ...... — vno. — Ananda — Sanskrit in Grantha — In
characters of the 18th century A.D. States that Sadasiva
Makhin performed the Vajapeya sacrifice.

Pillar in the same mandapa —...... — o — Telugu - In
characters of the 18th Century A.D. States that this Pillar
commemorating the three nemes of Siva was planted by
Sadasiva-Dikshita.

Another pillar in the same place — ... — ... — ... Tamil-built in
at the bottom. States that Sadasiva-Dikshitendra made
provision for offering 1 taligai on every Sankranti day.

Another pillar in the same place - o Tawmil_Gives
the name of the mandapa (containing this pillar) as Ayyan—
mandapa.

Inside the west wall of the mandapa in front of the Nataraja
shrine in the same prakara — Chola — Virarajendradeva — 7th
year — Tamil — Registers a pact of political alliance entered
into between Virrirundan Seman alias Akalanka Nadalvan
on the one hand and Arayadevan Muvayirattoruvan alias
Virarajendra Brahmadaraya-Muttaraiyan and Arayadevan
Tiruvenkadudaiyan  alias  Vikramasola — Brahmadaraya
Muttaraiyan on the other.

Same wall - Pandya — Maravarman Sundara-Pandyadeva —
7th year (in words), 70th day — Tamil - Begins with the
introduction Pumaruviya, etc., Registers a tax-free gift of
land in Rachchimangalam, a hamlet of Maraneri alias
Dinachintamani-chaturvedimangalam in  Eyi-nadu for
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1937-38/28
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offerings and worship during the sandi (service) instituted by
the king in his name in the temple, and for special festivals,
on the day of Avittam, the asterism of the king, in the month
of Avani.

Beam in the same mandapa — ...... —ls - Vyaya — Tamil — In
characters of the 15th century A.D. States that the mandapa
was constructed by Sankana at the instance of Annappayyan,
son of Sirupparasar.

Pillar in another mandapa within the same mandapa — ...... -
............ — Tamil — Gives the name of the mandapa as the
¢ Sadasivasvami-mandapa .

West Wall of the third prakara (right of entrance) in the same
temple — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva —20th
year — Tamil — Registers the appointment of 18 persons as
watchmen of the temple.

Same  place — Hoysala — Vira-Ramanathadeva — 6th  year,
Dhanus, ba. 1, Tuesday, Svati. - Tamil - Built in at the
right end. Registers gift of land by purchase by Tirujnana-
sambandar of Karuppur to the God Eduttarulya-sripadisvara-
nam-udaiya-Nayanar consecrated by him in the north
eastern corner of the first prakara of the temple.

Same place - ...... S — 6th year, Margali 5 — Tamil — Built
in at the bottom. Engraved in continuation of the previous
inscription. Relates to the same transaction.

Same wall, left of entrance — Chola — Parakesarivarman-
Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajendra Choladeva —4th Year
Mina, ba. 6, Wednesday, Anilam - Tamil - Damaged-
Beginning of lines built in. Contains a portion of the
historical introduction of the king. Registers sale of land to
the temple by Araiyan Sundalvan alias Seraman of
Vanakoppadi.

Same place — Pandya - Jatavarman Tribhuvanacha — (Lost)
Tamil — Begins with the introduction Samasta-jagadadhara,
ete., of Jatavarman Sundara-Pandya I. Registers an
exemption of taxes granted from the 21st year and 103rd day
of the king’s reign on the villages Muttaipadi, Viratonga-

~ puram and Pagankudi which had already been endowed by

him, for offerings and worship to the god during the festival
called Seranaivenran-tirunal instituted in the temple to be
conducted on the day of the king’s asterism Mula in the

Chittirai month.
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1937-38/29

1937-38/30

1987-37/31

1937-38/32

1937-38/33

1937-38/34

~ 1937-38/35

1937-38/36

40

Same place - Chola ~ Tribhuvanachakravartin - Rajendra-
choladeva — 8rd Year, Makara, ba. 14 (Thursday) Uttiradam —
Tamil - Registers sale of land to the temple by Araiyan
Nityakalyanan alias Pandyarayan of Turayur.

Same place—Pandya-Maravarman Tribhuvanachakravartin —
...... ndyadava, who took solanadu and was pleased to perform
the anointment of heroes and victors at Mudikondasolapuram —
11th year, Mesha, ba. 11, Wednesday — Tamil — Registers gift
of land after purchase, for a flower — garden to the god, by a
certain Venadudaiyar and his brother Maduraipperumal alias
Magadarayar.

South wall of the third prakara of the same temple — Chola —
Rajakesarivarman alias Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajaraja-
deva - 28th year, Dhanus, ba. 2, Monday ...... Tamil - Begins
with the introduction Sirmanni-irunangu, etec. Registers
sale of land in Sembiyanallur in Pachchil-kurram, a
subdivision of Rajaraja-valanadu, to the temple, by the
person mentioned in No. 29 above.

Same wall —...... - Rajakesarivarman alias Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Rajarajadeva — 16 plus 1st year (kanni) ba. 11,
Sunday Pusam. Tamil — Begins with the same introduction.
Registers a similar sale of land in Rajarajan-Kurrangudi by
several persons of Turaiyur to the temple. Mentions a Jain
temple (Amanapalli) named Kavirajapperumballi.

Same wall —...... —Lost — 16 plus 1st year ... Sunday — Tamil
Registers sale of land in Kilarrur alias Rajarajan-Kurrangudi,
to the temple, by, two persons of Turaiyur.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva -
16 plus 1st year (Kanni) 11, Sunday Pusam - Tamil - Registers
sale of another piece of land in the same village to the temple
by Nityakalyanan Tillaikkuttan alias Alvar Malanattu -
Vilupparaiyan of Turaiyur.

Same wall — Chola - Rajakesarivarman alias Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Rajarajadeva — 16 plus 1st year (kanni ba.) 11
Sunday Pusam — Tamil - Registers similar sale of land in the
same village to the temple by several persons of Turaiyur.

Same wall — Chola — Rajakesarivarman alias Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Rajarajadeva — 16 plus 1st year (Kanni ba.) 11

Sunday Pusam - Tamil — Registers similar sale of land in the

same village to the temple by several persons of Turaiyur.
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1937-38/39

1937-38/40

1937-38/41

1937-38/42

1937-38/43

1937-38/44

1937-38/45
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Same wall — Chola ~ Rajakesarivarman alias Tribhuvana-
chakravartin Rajarajadeva — 16 plus 1st year (Kanni ba.) 11
Sunday Pusam — Tamil — Registers sale of land in the village
Valadi in Kil-Pilaru of Pachchil-Kurram, a sub-division of
Rajaraja valanadu by Sendan alias Alavandan of Dharma-
puram in Mulayur-nadu, a subdivision of Uyyakkondarvala-
nadu ‘on the southern bank’

Same wall —...... — Tribhuvanachakravartin = Konerinmai-
kondan — 21st year 316th day — Tamil — Registers that at the
instance of Tondaiman, some lands in Paluvur alias
Rajendrasolanallur and Enadimangalam ‘were clubbed
together into a village called Kulottungasolan Puluvur and
given as jammakkani to Nakkan Aravan, the headman of
Paluvur. Mentions the royal secretary Minavan-Muvenda-
velan. 5

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Kulottunga-
Choladeva ‘ who took Madura, Karuvur and the crowned head
of the Pandya’ - 21st year 300th day — Tamil — Engraved in
continuation of the above inscription, Registers the ulvari
relating to the same transaction.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Konerinmai-
kendan — 21st year, 316th day - Tamil — Registers the
assignment of certain other lands as janmakkani to the person
mentioned in No. 38 above.

Same wall — Chola - Tribhuvanachakravartin Kulottunga
choladeva ‘who was pleased to take Madura, Ilam and the
crowned head of the Pandya’ - 21st year — Tamil - Registers
the ulvari relating to the transaction mentioned in
No. 40 above.

Loose stone lying in the same prakara — Madura Nayak
Vijayaranga-chokkanatha-Nayaka — ...... — Telugu — Records
the perpetual devotion of the king (to the god). The name of
‘Multan Apa Kale’ is also engraved in Devanagari script at
the proper right end of the stone.

Another stone in the same place — ...... = ogooss = o000 - Tamil -
Gives the name Tachi-Nachyarakka.
Another stone in the same place — ...... — ...... — e - Sanskrit

in Nagari — Records the perpetual devotion (to the god) of
Gangori-Nayak (Khide) and his wife, whose representations
are also engraved on the stone.

Another stone in the same place — ...... - — e — Sansknt

......

in Nagari — Records the perpetua.l devotl.on (to the god) of
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1937-38/46

1937-38/47

1937-38/48

1937-38/49

1937-38/50

1937-38/51

1937-38/52

1937-38/53

1937-38/54

Bapurav Raghunath. The figure of a lady in a worshipping
posture is engraved on the same stone. A record on another
slab in Telugu characters mentions Tirumalamma.

Slab in the mandapa in the north-east corner of the same
prakara — ...... - = — Tamil — Modern. States that this
(probably the mandapa) was the gift of the five classes of
artizans (anju-jatiyar) Another slab in the same mandapa
contains an incomplete inscription in Telugu, dated in
Sarvadhari, Pushya, sul. 4, Monday, and mentions a certain
Gopalayya of Kuruchedu and his son.

East wall of the east gopura in the third prakara of the same
temple — ...... — oo = Sronon — Tamil verse — Incomplete-States
that the Pandya king Maran who was crowned at Ayirattali,
had this (inscription) engraved in the 3rd year of his reign.

Two slabs built into the floor of the mandapa near the
Jambutirtha tank on the eastern side of the fourth prakara —
Madura Nayaka —...... — Sobhakrit — Telugu States that the
steps and the mandapa were the gift of Vaidyappaya, son of
Venkatesvaraya, an instructor in natakasala of Vijayaranga-
Chokkanathan-Nayaka.

Slabs built into the eastern parapet wall of the same tank —
Madura Nayaka — Madurai Nayaka —...... — Plava, Vaiyasi 5 -
Telugu - States that this (parapet wall) was the gift of the
same person.

West wall of the Sankaralaya in the same prakara —...... -
............. — Sanskrit in Telugu — In characters of the 17th
Century A.D. States that Mahadeva-Makhin died in (the year)
Visvavasu.

Same wall — ... — «oo — ooo — Sanskrit in Grantha — In characters
of the 17th century A.D. States that Mahadeva-Makhin died
in (the year) Visvavasu Contains some laudatory verses,
apparently composed by Sadasiva-Makhin, on god Siva.

Same wall — ... — ... — ... — Sanskrit in Grantha — In praise of
Sadasiva Makhindra who expounded the sanctity of the three
names of Siva (Siva-nama-trayam)

Same wall ...~ ... — ... — Sanskrit in Grantha — Verse in
praise of Sadasiva-Vajapeyayaji, who built the shrine of
Harihara and several mandapas and tanks.

Same wall — ... — ... —... - Telugu Verse — Another verse in
praise of Sadasiva and his literary attainments.
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1937-38/55

1937-38/56

1937-38/57

1937-38/58

1937-38/59

1937-38/60

1937-38/61

1937-38/62

1937-38/63

1937-38/64

1937-38/65 '

1937-38/66
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Same wall — ... — ... — ... - Sanskrit in Grantha - States that he
alone is a learned man who interprets pranava in the Advaitic
sense.

Same wall — ... - ... — ... — Sanskrit in Grantha - A verse in
praise of the three names of Siva.

Same wall —... — ... - Jaya ... — Sanskrit in Grantha - States
that Sadasiva Makhin became the dharmakarta (of the
temple)

Same wall — ... — ... —... - Telugu in Grantha - Records the

perpetual devotion of Mahavrata — Ayya Subramanya, son of
Ramakrishna Dikshita.

Same wall — ... — ... — ... - Sanskrit in Grantha — States that

- two pillars were set up by Sadasiva Makhin in the temple of

Sankaresa and Matribhutesvara.

Same wall —... — ... — ... — Sanskrit in Grantha — Verses in
praise of God Sankaresa.

Same wall — ... — ... — ... - Sanskrit Telugu - Contains some of
the laudatory verses (given in No. 51 above) on god Siva,
apparently composed by Sadasiva-Makhindra.

South wall of the same shrine — ... — ... — Sanskrit in Telugu -
Verses in praise of Sadasiva Makhin and of the Siva cult
which he propagated.

Same wall — ... — ... — ... — Sanskrit in Grantha — Three verses
in praise of Sadasiva Makhin.
Same wall — ... — ... — Saka 1596, Pramadicha, Vrichika, su. 2,

Friday:- Tamil - registers gift of land by Sadasiva
Vajapeyayajilar Ayyan on the occasion of his performing a
Vajapeya-yaga in the temple, for a twillight service
(pradosha-kattalai). The donor was the son of Mahadeva
Dikshita and the grandson of Srikantha - Akasavasi
Chandrasekhara — Vajapeyayaji.

Same wall — Chola — Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajarajadeva
Lost. Tamil — Built in in the middle. Registers a pact
entered into by some chiefs, one of whom was ..... . Rajendra-
solan alias Uraiyur — Nadalvan.

East wall of the same shrine- ... - ... - Vikramavaisakha,
Sanskrit in Telugu - States that Sadasiva—Makhin installed a
Jayastambha embodying the three great names of Siva.
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1937-38/67

1937-38/68

1937-38/69

1937-38/70

1937-38/71

1937-38/72

1937-38/73

1937-38/74

1937-38/75

1937-38/76

North wall of the same shrine —...... e 500D — Sanskrit
in telugu — Records the setting up of a pillar containing the
three names of Siva, in the presence of Matribhutesvara,
apparently by Sadasiva-Dikshita.

Same wall —...... — S - Sanskrit in Grantha - Contains
verses in praise of Sadasiva-Dikshita and refers to the
completion of the temple, probably the Sankaralaya.

Same wall —...... 000 — oonoas — Sanskrit in Telugu — Refers to
the death of the wife of Mahadeva-Makhindra in the year
Kalayukti.

Same wall —...... — e — 500 - Tamil verse - States that
Sadasiva-Makhin, son of Mahadeva-Dikshita, built several
structures such as Darukavana-Vilasam, ete.

Same wall —...... = — ..o — Tamil verse - Damaged and
built in. Refers to the composition of several prabandhas on
the god at Kavai (Tiruvanaikkavu)

Door-jamb at the northern entrance into the fourth prakara -
............. - Plava, Margali — Telugu — In modern characters.
States that the gate was erected by Akhilandayya, son of
Lingaraju, for the goddess Akhilandesvari. On the opposite
jamb is found another record in Telugu mentioning the
perpetual devotion of this Akhilandayya.

South outer wall of the fourth prakara, inside (in the
Kolaikarantoppu)— Chola - Tribhuvanachakravartin Rajendra
Choladeva (III) - 6th year (in words) Kanni, ba. 3, Monday,
Asvati — Tamil — Registers a gift of land in Tiruvellarai in
Pachchil-kurram, by purchase, by Singanna-Dandanayaka
for offerings and worship to god Sidevisvaram - Udayar
consecrated by him.

Jamb of the west gopura at the entrance into the third
prakara — ...... Y o S rrtono — Sanskrit Grantha - A verse in
praise of Sadasiva-Makhin.

Inner wall of the west gopura at the entrance into the fourth
prakara, proper left—...... = o008 —Saka 1357 (express in
chronogram) Rakshasa, Tula, Krishnarkka-tithi (ba. 7) aditi-
dina (Punarvasu) Mantrivara (Friday) - Sanskrit in Grantha -
Incomplete. States that the gopura was built by Chandra-
pendra, son of Adityadeva of the Vasishtha-gotra to the god
Jambunatha.

Same gopura, proper right —...... —...... = Tamil - States that
this is the gift of the person mentioned above.
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1937-38/78

1937-38/79
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North wall of the Vibhuti-prakara, right of entrance — ...... =
...... — veee.. — Tamil — In characters of the 14th Cenrury A.D.
States that the wall (tirumaligai) is (the gift of) Tirunirru-
Sundara-Pandyan.

Niche containing an image in the wall of the mandapa near
the temple car in the fourth prakara —...... = s S 655000 -
Tamil — Gives the name of the figure as ¢ Ariganda Tambiran-
swami’.

Slab set up in front of the outermost western gopura —...... -
...... — Saka 1764, Subhakrit — Tamil — Records the institution
of the ardhajamakkattalai in the shrine of the goddess
Akhilandesvari-Amman from a portion of the interest on a
trust-fund of a lakh of varahan endowed by Pachayappa
Mudaliyar of Kanchipuram.
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ASOKA
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ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA
ASOKA

SCENTED BETELNUT POWDER

Phone: 22006 :: Grams: ASOKA

CHEWERS’ FAVOURITE

ASOKA

ASOKA

ASOKA

» ASOKA

ASOKA

ASOKA

Manufacturers : ASORA
M. K. KRISHNA CHETTY Haih
POST BOX 1506 :: COIMBATORE 18 ASOKA
: ASOKA -
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Standardise on

PERKINS 224

the most reliable and
inexpensive power unit
Why is one engine preferred?® For clear exhaust, fast

travelling with maximum load, smoothness,
manoeuvrability and ease of operation.

Perkins is the ideally suited truck diesel engine because
it ensures these regular features with other plus
features. For example:—

Direct injection combustion system  Low weight per unit power and
with distributor type fuel injection compactness mean extra payload
pump. Automatic advance and :

= S All components that require routine
retard of the injection system and

service are easily
hydraulic governing ensure exce-

n 3
prionally low fuel consumption “15 o\ electrical  equipment x :
,@5@ Gt

under all operating conditions. ensures positive  and instant

Timing drive through helical gears. starting under normal conditions Z
i . i -0"
AND SIMPSONS ENSURE GENUINE REPiACEMENT PARTS ARE = =
ALWAYS AVAILABLE READILY
= 202203, Mount Road,
= Madras-2.
3 Branches at: Ootacamund,

Bangalore, Tiruchirapalli,
Secunderabad

e e e

e e e e e e e S
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Telephone: 4164

YESODHAI PAPER STORES

87, CHINNAKADAI STREET

TIRUCHIRAPALLI-2

Head Office :
REDDIAR BANGALOW, SRIRANGAM

Phone: 4742

X

Distributors :

M/s. Seshasayee Paper & Boards Ltd.

Dealers :

West Coast Paper Mills

Stockists :
Mysore Paper Mills

Andhra Pradesh Paper Mills
Arvind Straw Boards

Tamilnad Card Boards

BHOR BOOK BINDING CLOTHS

etc. etc. etc. etc.

)
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With the best compliments of

TIRETER CEFOLIR MILES (P)CLTD.
18, SUB-JAIL ROAD, TIRUCHIRAPALLI-8

Tel: MAIDA Phonel: 3514
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With the best complements of

POPULAR AUTOMOBILES (P) LTD.

4, McDONALD'S ROAD
CANTONMENT, TIRUCHIRAPALLI-1

Phone: 5155

11 G 0 G D D D 0 1 ). D G 1 6 O 1 6
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Precisely why leading makers of auto
spares associate themselves with TVS to
reach their products to you.

A far-reaching distribution network of

16 offices and over 1000 outlets in the 4
Southern States.

Regular supply of quality spares at
reasonable costs,

A stock of spares worth Rs. 20 million
maintained at all times for instant avail-
ability.

You can be sure of reliable and regular
supplies of all auto spares marketed by TVS.

Dependable auto spares marketed by TVS, Sund-
aram Motors and Madras Auto Service:

Wheels India - Commercial vehicle, tractor and car-wheels:
Lucas-TVS - Automobile electrical equipment; Brakes India -
Hydrauln'n: brake system; Sundaram Clayton -Compressors and
servos; Sirubber - Engine mountings and bushing kits; Sunkast -

lutch housings, brake drums and king pins; TVS-Hydraulic
brake parts; Standard - Battery; Mico - Fuel injection parts;
KAP- Auto parts; Rolon - Timing chains; QHR - Tie rod ends;
Hella -horns; Banco Royal - Gaskets and Radiators; Tranco -
Valyes: Allite - Bulbs; Fenner - Fan belts; NBC - Ball bearings;
Ferodo - Brake linings and elutch facings; AP - Lubrication
fittings; Double Life - Precision parts; Fritz - Filter elements;
ABC-Roller bearings; TEX - Wiper arms and blades; Torsion~
TVS - Springs and leaves.

To get reliable
_ auto spares to you,
wherever you are,

TVS reach you through
16 offices and

over 1,000 outlets.

Dependable auto spares marketed by IMPAL:
Torsion-TVS -Springs and leayes; Swastik-TVYS = Oil seals:

Brakes India - Girling Brake equipment and linings; Sunkast =
Clutch housings, brake drumsand king pins; Sirubber - Engine
mountings and bushing kits; Demm-India - Transmission
gears; MIC - Automobile switches; ABC- Bearings; Autolec -
Auto parts; Imported roller and taper roller bearings.

GM spares for Chevrolet, Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Cadil-
lac, GMC trucks, Vauxhall cars, Bedford trucks and Opel;
Delco products; AC - Fuel pumps, TRW-Toledo ~Engine and
chassis parts; Kent-Moore - Tools and garage equipment;
Pedric - Piston rings,

i You can trust

T V SUNDRAM IYENGAR & SONS

PRIVATE LIMITED

Madurai - Tiruchi - Tirunelveli ~ Pudukkottai - Salem =
Coimbatore — Trivandrum ~ Ernakulam

SUNDARAM MOTORS PRIVATE LIMITED
Madras - = - Vi

MADRAS AUTO SERVICE PRIVATE LIMITED
Madras - Bangalore - Vijayawada

INDIA MOTOR PARTS & ACCESSORIES LTD.
Madras

TV5-5279
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We congratulate the Members of Renovation
Committee who have organised the Ashta Bandhana
Maha Kumbabishekam in Sri Akilandeswari Jambukes-
warar Temple. We join them  in their efforts to
make it a grand success. We wish the function a
Grand Success.

We serve the building industry by supplying 10 to
20 mm. rounds in Mild Steel Grades. Low Alloy grade
steels will also be rolled on specific orders. We have
done our bit in exporting MS Rounds of over 12,500
tonnes to countries in Middle East and South East Asia.
For reliable and quality product you can depend on us.

»

TRICHY STEEL ROLLING MILLS LIMITED

SENTHANNIPURAM, TIRUCHIRAPALLI-4
(TAMIL NADU)

Regd. Office: :
T. V. S. BUILDING, MADURAI-1

Telex No. 045-204 Grams: ROLMILL

Answer Back

H } ROLMILL-TR

Office: 3220

Regd. Office: 24385

Phone: Works: 5301 (3 lines)

=====_l
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i With the best compliments of ' B

Sri. D. RANGASWAMY UDAYAR ';l

DHARMARAJA TRANSPORTS I

| : }
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With the best complements of

THE METTUR CHEMICAL & INDUSTRIAL
CORPORATION LIMITTED

Registered Office:
METTUR DAM, B.S.
(TAMIL NADU)

»

Manufacturers of

CAUSTIC SODA, STABLE BLEACHING POWDER,
METHYL CHLORIDE METHYLENE DICHLORIDE,
CARBON TETRACHLORIDE, CHLOROFORM,
LIQUID CHLORINE, HYDROCHLORIC ACID,
POTASSIUM CHLORATE, CALCIUM CHLORIDE,
SULPHATE OF ALUMINA CHEMICAL LIME,
COMMON SALT, VANASPATI, REFINED

VEGETABLE OILS AND TOILET & WASHING
SOAPS
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With the compliments of

DALMIA CEMENT (BHARAT) LIMITED
Dalmiapuram P. O., Tiruchirapalli Dist.
(TAMIL NADU)

Manufacturers of

¢ ROCKFORT ’> Brand
DALMIA Portland and Pozzolana Cements
Also
Mine-Owners and Suppliers of
High Grade Iron Ore for Export

Head Office: 4, Scindia House, New Delhi-1
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