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Important Discovery of Paintings
near Villupuram, Tamil Nadu

A set of paintings found on the rock caves, twelve
kilometres from Villupuram on the Tiruvannamalai
Road is an important discovery of this decade. The
picture block found on this page will give an idea of
the type of pictures found in the cave, drawn with
red ochre. The pictures were pieced out and were
photographed together. The writing containing five
letters resembling the Hara'ppa-Mohenjodaro scripts
clarifies the continuitj of that culture upto Villu-
puram. Many scholars argued against the Dravidian
origin of this culture by pointing out that the culture
has no continuity beyond Lothal in Gujarat. The
survival of the pottery and the red brick work in the
South, according to the Japanese scholars who
published a book on Harappa-Mohenjodaro culture,
is sufficient evidence of the continuity of that culture
in the South. The availability of the script is a firm
evidence for the spread of this culture upto South
Arcot District, Tamil Nadu.

The figures in the pictures are reminiscent of the
folk pictures on mats and rugs in the Punjab. The
members of the Historical Society of Pondicherry
beaded by P.L.Samy and served by Pulavar Kuppu-
samy and others are responsible for this discovery.

The paintings reported by Dr. K. V. Raman,
Madras University in ‘Man and Environment’
Vol.V., 1981 as found in Mallapadi near Barugur on
the Madras Krishnagiri-Bangalore highway in the

Dharmapuri District in a shallow rock shelter on the
slopes of the bald rocky hills are important for the
history of painting in Tamil Nadu and in the South.
But the paintings have no Harappa-Mohenjodaro

connections. The fight of the horseman i1s aestheti-
cally satisfying. But plates 2 and 3 are primitive.
Hence Dr. Raman has classified them as proto-
historic.
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