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- IT would obviously be a matter of great convenience, both for
practice an. speculation, to have some plain and accessible
standard of national prosperity, to which we might refer when
we wanted to ascertain the comparative state of different coun-
tries, or of the same country at different periods; and accord-
ingly, the discovery of such a standard has long been an object
of research among Politicians and Political Economiists. szeir
investigations, however, have not yet led to any very satisfac-
tory result. On the contrary, almost all the standards sug-
gested seem to us to be essentially defective; and to be :5
culated rather to deceive and perplex the judgment, than to
afford the means of coming to” any sound conclusion. It has
been supposed by many, that the conlparative density of the
Population of different countries afforded the bess test of their
condition; and that those nations which had the greatest po-
pulation must necessarily be the best governed, and the most
prosperous and happy: But the examples of Ireland and the
United States, and the principles unfolded in Mr Malthus’s
wozk on Population, have shown the fallacy of this criterion
and have ipdeed at length effected a complete change in the
public opinion on this subject. An excess of Exports over
~Imports was also long considened, by the most eminent prac-
tical statesmen and theorists, as at once a cause and a measure
of increasing wealth ; and, even to %his day, we are annually
cungraculated on the circungstance of the balance between ex~
ports and imports being in our favous. It so happens, how-
ever, that inothe United States the value of tlee impoits uni+
formly exceeds the value of the exports; and yet the Ameri-
'YoL. XL, No. 79. * A
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cans have always carried on a most advantageous commerce !
But it is needless to refer to America for a refutation of the
opinion in question. Common sense tells us, that no mer-
chant ever did, or ever will, export a single packaae of goods,

unless he expects to be able to import a greater value ‘n its

So

stead ; so that, in truth and reality, ke eacess of imports over

exports is the proof of a fayourable, and not of an unfayvourahle,
commerce. If you ask an Agriculturist, what he considess the
test of national Prosperity, h'e will answer, ¢ the weekly returns
from Mark-ldnt |’ witheut reflecting that, although a high
price of corn may, in ceptain circumstances, be advantageous
to him, it is always disadvantageous tb every other class of in-
dividuals. When Ministers, in like manner, are anxious to re-
present the country as in a fleirishing situation, they generally
refer, in proof of their statement, to the growing amount of the
national Revenue placed at their disposal ; aTthough the in-
crease of this revenue be, in 110st instances, owing infiitely

more to an increase of taxation, and to improved méthods of

collection, than to any increase in the power of/paying taxes.
But, notwithstzmd.in% the ill suceess that has attende(} the
previous attempts to discover a eorrect standard of national
prosperity, we are by no means of opinion that it is really in-
trouvable. On the contrary we think, that a very short inyes-
tigation into the sources of wealth will be sufficient to establish
that there 7s such a standard, and that it may be appealed to
with the utmost confidence on every occasion. 3
.. However much the theories of Political Economists may
differ in other respeets, they all agree in this, that it is by the
amount of the circulating capitel in any country, or, in o-
ther words, by its supfily of materials necessary for the sub-
sistence and-maintenance of its workmen, that its power to
employ labour must always be measured ; and they also agree,
that it is by the amount and efficiency of the fized capital, or of
the tools and machines which workmen are employed to set in
motion, that the productiveness of industry must mainly be re-
gulated. The accumulation and employment of hoth these
species of capital, are therefore indispensably necessary to
raise any nation in the scale of civilization; and it is only
by their conjoined operation that wealth can be largely pro-
duced and universally diffused. -An agricultural labourer
might have an ample supply of horses or oxen ; he might have
a surplus of carts, ploughs, and other instruments uséd in lis
department of industry; but if he were unprovided with a
supply of food-and clothes, he would be unable ta avail himself
of their assistance, and, instead of tilling the ground,-would
# 3
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~ heve to betalée himeelf to some spgcies of industry which would
yield an immed:ate return ; and, on the other hand, supposing
the agriculturist to be abundantly stpplied with provisions,
what covld he do -without the assistanse of fixed capital, or
tools? What could the most skilful husbandman perform, if

“ he were deprived of his spade and his plough ?—the weaver, if
he were deprived of his loom ?—the carpenter, if he were depriv-
ed 6f his sawy liis hatchet, and his planes? Without capital,
labour would never have been divided, and man would never
have emerged from barbarism. For, without capital, man
could never have engaged in those employments—and many of
them, as agriculture, contribute in the most essential manner to
his subsistence and his comfort—in which any considerable
period must necessarily elapse béfore the products can be brought
into a state fit to be used: And, even supposing this insuper-
able difficulty,to be got over, we shall.find, if we run over the
vast «catalogue of arts practised in a highly polished and civiliz-
ed society, that there are very few indeed that can be car-
ried on by th_ unassisted agency of the fingers, or the rude
tools with which man is farnished by nature.” It is almost al-
Sways necessary to provide ourselves with the results of previous
industry, or, in other words, with capital, and to strengthen
onr feeble hands by arming them, if we may so speak, ©with
the force of all the elements.’

It is an admitted, and indeed almost a self-evident princi-
ple, that the produce of the labour of a nation cannot be
increased ‘otherwise than by an increase in the number of its

o labourers, or' by an increase in the skill or. productive powers
of those already existing. But without an increase of capital,
it is, in most cases, impossible to employ an increased num-
ber of workmen. If the food and clothes destined for the sup-
port of the labourers, and the tools and machines with which

" they are to operate, be all required for the maintenance and
efficient employment of those now in existence, there can be no
additional demand for others. In such circumstances, the rate
of wages cannot rise; and if the number of énhabitants is in-
creased, they must be worse provided for. Neither is it possi-
ble to augment the productive powers of the labourer, without
a previous increase of capital jefor these powers can never be
-materially improved except by the better education and training
of workmen, by the greater subdivision of their employments,
or by an improvement in the machinery they are employed to
<manage : And in all these cases an ingrease of capital is almost
invariably required. It is only by,an outlay of mlditional capital
that the workman cancbe better trained, or that the undertaker of

o0 A 2
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any work can either provide his workmon with befter ma-

cllllinery, or make a more proper distribution ¢f labour_ among
them. 4

¢ When,” says Dr Smith, ¢ we comparc the stetc of a na-
¢ tion at two different periods, and find that the annual pro-
¢ duce of its land and labour is greater at the latter than at
¢ the former, that its lands are better cultivated, its' manufic-
¢ tures more numerous and flourishing, and its trade moreé ex-
¢ tensive, we may be assured that its capital must have increased
¢ during the interval between these two periods, and that more
¢ must have been added eto ¢t by the,.good conduct of some,
¢ than had been taken from it, either by the private misconduct
¢ of others, or by the public extravagance of the government.’
(Wealth of Nations, 1L p.28.)" It is therefore apparent, that
no country which accumulates additional capital, can eyer reach
the stationary state. So long as capital is incr-ased, so long
must there be a constantly increasing demand for labour 5 and
a constant augmentation of the mass of necessaries, conveniences
and luxuries, and consequently of the numbers-of the pooplo.
But with every diminution of the raze at which capital had pre-
viously been accumulating, the demand for labour will decline.
When no'fresh additions are made to capital, no more labour
will be, or indeed can be, employed: And when capital is Ai-
minished, the country begins to retrograde, and the condition
of the great hody of the people is rapidly deteriorated; the
wages of labour are reduced, and pauperism, with all its at-
tendant train of vice, misery and crime, spreads its ravages

throughout society. ¢ Itis,” as Dr Smith has justly observ--

ed, ¢ in the progressive state of society, while it is advancing to
¢ the further acquisition, rather than when it has acquired its
¢ full compleriient of riches, that the condition of the labouring
¢ poor, or of the great body of the people, seems to be the hap-
¢ piest and most comfortable. It is hard in the stationary, and
¢ miserable in the declining state. The progressive state is, in
¢ reality, the cheerful and hearty state to all the different orders
¢ of society.” © ‘ 8
But as capital, or the means of supporting and ‘acilitating
labour, is nothing more than the accumulated preduce of pre-
vious industry, it is easy to see tuat the rate of its increase must
be most rapid where industry is most productive, or, in other
words, where the PROFITS OF sTock are high. The man who
can produce a bushel of wheat in three days, has dt plainly in
his power to accumulate twice as fast as the man who, either
from a deficiency of skill, or from his being obliged to cultivate
a bad soil, is forced. to labour six days to produce the same
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quentity : And the f:apitalist who can invgast his stock so as to
yield him a profiz of 10 per cent., has it equally in his power to
accumilate twice as fast as the capitalist who can only obtain

5 per cent- for his cepital. * it is true thot high profits, with-

out parsimony, could never occasion any accumulation of capi-

“tal.  But such is the wise arrangement of nature, that they are

almost always conjoined. High profits not only afford the
means of saving, ‘but they give additional force to the parsimo-
nious principle. Economy is in no respect different from the
other virtues; and it w&)u}d be unreasonable to expect that it
should be strongly ma,q;‘fested, where it does not bring along
with it a corresponding reward. Before a man can accumu-
late, he must live: and if the sum that remains to him, after his
necessary expenses are deducted; sbe but small and trifling, the
probability is, that he will rather choose to consume it imme--
diately, than tq hoard it up in the expectation, that, by the ad-
ditioncof farther savings, it may) at some future and very distant
period, become the means of making a small addition to his
incama  Tha {uth is, that the pressure of want is seldom or
never productive of econowmy. In a state of indi ence,—and
efery fall in the rate of profit brings us nearer to that state,—
there is neither the power nor the wish to save. Want is the
pargnt of idleness and dissipation, and not of frugality. The
lower we descend in the scale of society, the less forethought,
the less regard to future and distant consequences, do we find
to prevail. The labourer is less prudent than the little trades-
man or shopkeeper, the beggar than the labourer. Few or none
will deny themselves an immediate gratification, when the con-
tingent and future benefits to be derived from their self-denial
appear extremely limited. But, whetever profits are high,
there is a proportionally great power of accumulagion; and we
deny ourselves immediate gratifications, because we have a cer-
tain prospect that, by doing so, we shall speedily attain to a state
of comparative afluence, and that our means of obtaining an in-
creased supply of conveniences and luxuries will in the end be
greatly increased by our present forbearance. Give to any people
the power of accumulating, and you may depend upon it they
will never be disinclined to use it effectively. If you examine

+he state of the different countries of the world, you will find

that the power of accumulation, or,.which 1s the same thing,
the rate of profit, is always greatest m those countries which

% This is, in reality, understated. It is plain, inasmuch as both
~arties must livé on their profits, tha those, who gatn doublg could

“accumulite more than twice as fast as the others, »

°
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ty will be #n proportion to the rate of profit in each. Whex-
ever profits arechigh, capital is rapidly aa mented, and there
is a proportionally rapid increase of vealth and population;
but, on the other hand, whirever profits are low, the means
of employing additional labour are proportionally limited, and
the progress of society rendered so much the slower.
1t is not, therefore, by the absolute amount of its capital, but ~

by it5 power of employing that capital with advantage—a power
which will be always correctly measured by the common and
average rate of profit—that the capacity of ar.y country to in-
crease in wealth and pgguiation is to be estimated. Before the
laws regulating the raté of profit and the increase of capital
had been thoroughly investigated, the great wealth and com-
mercial prosperity ot Holland, sshere profits, from 1670 down~
wards, were comparatively low, were considered by Sir Josiah
Child, and many later writers on econgmical subjects, as the
natural result,” and were consequently regarded by them as a
convincing proof of the superior advantages, of low profits
and interest. = But this was really, as we shall afterwarus
show, mistaking the effect of heavy tazation for the cause of
wealth ! A cduntry, whose average rate of profit is consider-
ably less than the average rate of profit in surrounding coun-
tries, may, notwithstanding, abound in wealth, and be posses-
se]a of immense capital ; butit is the height of error to suppose,
that this lowness of profits could have facilitated their accumu-
lation. The truth is, that the low rate of profit during the
18th century, was at once the cause and the symptom of the

.decline of Holland. Sir William Temple, in his Observations

on the Netherlands, written about 1675, mentions, that the trade
of Holland had then passed itszenith, and itis certain, thatthe
vast capitals of the Dutch merchants had been; principaily a-
massed previously to the wars in which the Republic was en-
gaged with Cromwell, Charles II., and Louis X1V., when the
rate of profit was much higher than at any subsequent period.
But without referring to the cases either of America, Hol-
land, or any other country, the smallest reflegtion on the mo-
tives which induce men to engage in any branch of industry,
is sufficiefit to show that the advantages derived from it are al-
ways directly as the rate of pyofit. What is the object which
every man has in view when he employs either his capital or
his personal powers in any indusirious undertaking? Is it
ot tu gain tge greatest possible amount of profit on his capi-
tal, or the greatest possible reward for his labour? One branch

_ of industry is said to be advantagbeous,' for the single and suffi-

cient.reason that it yields a comparatively large profit ;" and an-

°
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other is, with equal proprievy, said to be disadvantageous, he-

cause it yields a comparatively small profit. Itis always to this ’

standard—to the high ¢r low rate of profit which they-yield—
that every individual refers in judging of the comparative be-

nefits of different undertakings;—and what is true of indivi-

duals, must be true of States. : )

No certain conclusion respecting the prosperity of any
country can ever be drawn from considering the airount
of its commerce or its revenue, or the state of its agricul-
ture or its matufactures. Every branch of industry is li-
able to be affected by segondary or accidental causes. They
are always in a state of flux or reflux {’and some of them are
frequently seen to flourish when wthers are very much de-
pressed. The AVERAGE RATEZ OF PROFIT IS the real baro-
meter—the true and infallible criterion of national prospe-
rity. A rise of profits is the effect of industry having become
more productive; and it shows that the power of the society to

amass capital, and to add to its wealth and population, has

been increased, and its progress accelerated : Asfall of profits,
on the contrary, is the effect of industry having become less
productive, and shows that the power to amass capital has beer
diminished, and that the progress of the society has been
clogged and impeded. However much a particular, and i
may be an important branch of industry, is depressed, still, if
the average rate of profit is high, we may be assured the par-
ticular depression cannot continue, and that the condition of the
country is really prosperous. On the other hand, though there
should be no g '

manufactures and commerce, should be carried to a greater ex-
tent than before—though a nation should have numerous, power-
ful, and well-anpointed armies and fleets, and though the style of
living among the higher classes should be more than ordinarily
sumptuous,—still, if the rate of profit has become comparatively
low, we may confidently affirm, that the condition of such a nation,
however prosperous in appearance, is bad and unsound at bottom;
that the plague of poverty is secretly creeping on the mass of her
citizens; that the foundations of her power and greatness have
been shaken ; and that her decline may be confidently antici-
pated, unless mieasures can be devised for relieving the pressuré
on the national resources, by adding to the productiveness of
industry, and, consequently, to the rate of profit.

It is often difficult to determine what is the precise ayerage rate
of profit at any particular period; but it is never difficult to de-
termine whether it is higher or lower at one perind than ano-
ther, or whether it is 11sing or falling. This is the really im-

istress in any one branch—though agriculture, -
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pertant point.in the inquiry ; and this may always be learned,
with the greatest facility, from zhe customary rate of interest
paid for ‘capital lent on good security. Interest rises as the
rate of profit rises, and falls as it falls.  The one is always di-
rectly as the other. 'Where property is well protected, and the
“ rate of interest high, as in the United States, it is a conclusive
proof that the profits of stock are also high, or that industry is
comparatively productive: And where, on the other hand, the -
rate of interest is low, as in Holland and England, it is an e-
qually conclusive proof that the profits of stock are also low
—that those are countries in which it is no longer possible to
employ capital and labour with much advantage, and that they
are approaching the termination of their career.

Having thus ascertained that’the average rate of profit, in
countries in which property is equally well protected, furnishes
an unerring standard whereby to measure their comparative
prosperity, or the rate at which each is advancing in the career
of wealth and civilization, we shall now proceed to the second,
and most difficult and important branch of our inquiry, and
shall endeavour to discover the circumstances which regulate
the rate of profit.

Dr Smith was of opinion, that the rate of profit varied ‘n-
versely as the amount of capital, or, in other words, that it was
always greatest when capital was least abundant, and lowest
when capital was most abundant. He supposed,. that, accord-
ing as capital increased, the principle of competition would
stimulate capitalists to encroach on the employments of each
other ; %nd that, in furtherance of their object, they would
be tempted to offer their goods at a lower price, and to give
higher wages to their workmen. (Wealth of Nations, 11. page
38.) This theory was long universally assented to. It has
been espoused by MM. Say, Sismondi,. and Storch, by the
Marquis Garnier, and, with some modifications, by Mr Malthus.
But, notwithstanding the deference due to these authorities, we
think it will not be difficult to show, that the principle of competi-
tion could never be productive of a general fall of profits. Com-
petition will prevent any single individual from obtaining a
higher rate of profit than his neighbours; but, most certainly,
competition does not diminish thee average productiveness of in-
dustry, or the average return of capiu&}‘and labour, which must
always determine the rate of profit. The fall of profits, which
invariably takes place as sosiety advances, and population be-
comes denser, is not owing to competitien, but to a very differ-
ont cause—to & DIMINUTION OF THE POWER TO EMPLOY> CAPI-
TAL WISH ADVANTAGE, resulting either fram a decrease in the

e
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Sfertility of the soils which must be taken into cullivation in the

progress of society,—jfrom a more rapid increase of capital than of
population,—or from an‘dncrease of tazxation. 20 )

It is admitted on all-hands, that the rate of profit in any par- |

ticular department of industry, can mnever either permanently
exceed, or fall below, the rate of profit commonly obtained in

other departments. But Agriculture is a branch of industyy:

which must be carried on at all times, and in 4ll circumstaces.
It is plain, howeyer, that it would not be carried on if it did not
yield as great a return for the capital.and industry employed in
it as other businesses; andsit is equally certain that these other

businesses would not be carried on if they yielded a Zess return

than that derived from agricultufe. It necessarily follows,
therefore, that the rate of profif in agriculture is the standard
rate ; or that the average value of the returns obtained from
capital employed in agricultural industry, must always govern
the average value of those obtaitied from the capital employed
in every other department. If the value of the various out-
goings ‘of the farmer be, as they always may be, reduced
into corn, he is able, by comparing them with the produce
of his farm, to learn the precise additional return or profi
he has realized; and it is by the amount of this return, that
the amount of the return, or the profit, of all other businesses
will be regulated. Whenever, for example, the average return
for an outlay of capital or labour worth 100 quarters of wheat,
employed in the cultivation of the soil, amounts to 110 quar-
ters, we may know that 100Z. employed either in manufactures
or commerce, will yield 110Z. For a regard to their own inters
est will not permit those concerned in these businesses To carry
them on with less profit than is derived from agricultural invest-
ments; and tae competition of the agriculturists will not permit
them to obtain more. -

It being thus established that the average return to, or the
profit derived from, the capital employed in agriculture is the
standard which determines the rate of profit in all other busi-
nesses, we have next to inquire into-the circumstances which de-
termine this return. But before entering on this inguiry, it may
be proper to observe, that these circumstances can in no degree be
affected by the payment of 7ens. If additional capital could be
always laid ont on the best lands with undiminished advantage,
no one would ever think of cultivating those of inferior fertility,
the business of farming would be generally in the-hanas of tie
land-owners, and no such thing as rent would ever be hezrd
of ; except that name should be given to the fixed consideration-
payable at the time, for the use of borrowed capital of any de-
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ncmination. -The best lands in'any country of moderate ex-
tent are, however, speedily exhausted ; and as produce of the
same goodness must sell for the sanie price, however great
the difference in the qualities: of the’ land from which it

_ may have been obtained, it is abundantly plain, that this price

- must be such as will sufficiently remunerate the cultivators
of the worst soils,—as otherwise they would not continue
their cultivation” But the price which will remunerate them,
will more than remunerate the cultivators of the more fer-
tile lands, precisely in, proportion to the greater quantity of
produce obtained from, them: And, as there cannot be two
rates of profit in the same country, any more than two prices,
this excess of produce necessarily constitutes rent; which is,
therefore, altogether extrinsic’ to the cost of production. It
is impossible, indeed, to conceive a case in which rent could
enter, for any considerable period, into the cost of that por-
tion of the produce of a coutltry which is raised by the agen-
cy of the capital last applied to the soil, whether it be lsid
out on new land or in the improvement of the old. For, if
such capital yielded both rent and profit, it would be a proof
‘that agriculture was the best of all businesses, and in conse-
quence capital would be immediately attracted to the land, and
would most certainly continue flowing in that direction, until
the produce raised by the portion last employed in cultivation
would yield only the common and ordinary rate of profit. It
may, therefore, be laid down as a general principle, which is
universally true, that wherever industry is free, raw produce is
* always.sold at its necessary price—that- is, at the price which is
just su?ﬁcient to yield the common and average rate of profit,
and no more, to the producers of that portion which is raised
in the most unfavourable circumstances, or by méans of the ca-
pital last laid out on the soil.

‘We now begin to get on with our deduction ;: For, asno rent is
paid out of that portion of the produce raised by the capital last
employed in agriculture, it is immediately seen that the value of
that produce must be entirely made up of profits and wages. And
hence it results, supposing taxation to be invariable, that the
rate of profit in agriculture, and consequently in all other

° branches of industry, must entirely depend on the proportion in
which this produce is divided betwegn labourers and capitalists.
When the share of the one is increased, that of the other
must nececsarily be diminished. In other words, profits must
always vary inversely as wages,—that is, when wages rise profits

~ must fall; at7d when wages fall psofits must risé. The circuni-
stance of the labour Iast applie(}j to the sail being more produc~

°
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tive at one time than another, does not affect this conclusion ;
for the products of equal quantities of labouf’ are always of

equal value, however different in_ magnitude; and the rafe of |

profit depen

value is divided between capitalists and labourers. But ir. all
inquiries having a practical bearing and tendency, and which
are not exclusively directed to the establishment of theoretical
principles, it is necessary to attend not to valués only, bnt also
to quantities.  Where the lands last cultivated are fertile, there
is a comparatively large amount of prodpce to be divided be-
tween profits and wages; butevith everyesuccessive diminution
in the fertility of the soils to which recourse is had in the
progress of society, the quantity, thbugh not the value, so to be
divided, must necessarily be reduced ; and if wages either con-
tinue stationary,<or do not fall in the same ratio, it is plain not
only that the absolute amount of the quantity of produce con-
stituting profits will be diminished, but that the proportion vhich
profits bear to the whole produce, or the value of the produce,
will also decline. Mr Ricardo has demonstrated that such di-
minution both of absolute and proportional profits must, when
reference is made to periods of average duration, always take

ds entirely on the proportion in which- this equal |

place as society advances. We shall, however, endeavour to -

demonstrate this principle in our own way, and in such,a
manner as will show, from other considerations than those
previously stated, that the fall of profits which all old settled
and densely peopled countries have chitherto uniformly experi-
enced, is not owing to the accumulation or competition of capi-
tals, but to the diminished fertility of the soil, accelerated in many-
cases by a vicious and defective system of domestic economy.
We shall afterwards endeavour to trace and exhibit the pre-
cise effects of ductuations in the market rate of wages on pro-
fits; but in the meantime we may leave them out of view, and
assume with Mr Malthus that population has not only a con-
stant tendency to equal, but to ezceed the means of subsistence.
A peculiar combination of favourable circumstances may occa~
sionally cause capital to increase faster than population, and
wages will in consequence be augmented ; but such augmenta-
tion will rarely be permanent; for the additional stimulus it

must, in the great majority of ‘cases, give to the principle of |

population, will, as Mr Malthus has shown, by proportioning
the supply of labour to the increased demand, infallibly reduce
wages to their old level. If; therefore, it were pogsible always
to employ additional capital in the raising of raw preduce, in
the mapufactur'lng of that ras produce when raised, and in the
coftveying of the raw.and manufactured products from piace to
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aksolutely, depend on the quantity of the-necessaries, conveni-
ences- and; luxuries of human life, or of the various products
of art’and industry, which actually come into the possession
of the labeurers and capitalists: But wages and profits, consi-
_ dercd proportionally—and they are so considered in all inves
- tigations respecting the distribution of wealth—depend exclu-
sizely on the proportion or ratio, according to which, the pro-.
duce of industry, or the value of that produce, under deduc-
tion of rent, is divided between the two greet classes, of la-
bourers and capitalists.; It is plain, from this statement, that
proportional wages maz be incréased, at the same time that
wages estimated absolutely—that is, estimated by quantities of
silver, corn, cloth, or any cther commodity, would be found
to be diminished ; and, in point’of fact, such is invariably the
case when recourse is had to poor soils. Suppose, for the sake
of illustration, that the produce obtained, from a oiven a-
mount of capital applied to the land last taken into cultivation
in Ameriea, yields 100 quarters—the labourers will perhaps
receive 60 quarters, or 60 per cent. of the produce as their
wages. In this case, absolute profits and wages would con-
sist, the one of 40 and the other of 60 quarters; and #ke pro-
portion in which the produce or its value was divided between
prefits and wages, would be as4to 6, or as 2 to 3. But the
same amount of capital that would yield 100 quarters on the
land last cultivated in America, would most probably yield ra-
ther below than above 50 quarters, if laid out on the land last
cultivated in Britain. Now, supposing that the English la-
bourer gets 40 quarters of this produce, as his absolute wages,
the absolute profits will be only 10.quarfers,—being a reducfion
of 20 quarters on the former, and of 30 on the latger, compared
with the absolute wages and profits derived from the same capital
and labour when employed in America. It must be remembered,
however, that as the 50 quarters of wheat produced in England
are the produce of the same quantity of capital or labour as the
100 quarters produced in America, they are of precisely the
same value. Though, therefore, the English labourer has a
less amountof wages, estimated in wheat, than the American la-
bourer, he has a greater real value, or the produce of a %reat-
er quantity of labour; and profits in England would be lower
whether estimated by quantities of scommodities, or by real
values. | In England the labourer gets 80 per cent. of produce,
haying the seme walue as that of which the American labourer
¢ts only 60 per cent. The ratio of profits to wages in Eng-
Aand would, of this suEposition, be as 2°to 8, or 1 to 4y whg e
“in_Ameézica it would be as 2 to 3,

e
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This statement shows the fallacy of the opirion of those
who contend, that botk wages and profits are High in America,

and that, therefore, the theory which we have been endeavour-

ing to establish, and which makes profits in every ~ase to de-
 pend on wages, must be erroneous. It is by proportions,
and not by absolute quantities, that we are to estimate the ef-
fect of wages on profits. The American labgmer receives a
less proportion of the produce, or of the value of the proauce,
produced by hiseassistance, than the. British labourer, and pro-
fits are consequently high in Americay but as the American
labourer cultivates none But® the best ssils, and which yield a
very large produce, his smaller share of that large produce
gives him a great absolute quantity of necessaries and conveni-
ences, and his condition is, therefore, comparatively prospe-
rous.
It appears, therefore, that wherever superior lands only are
cultivated, absolute profits and wages are both high ; for i1 such
circumstances industry is comparatively productive, and there
is consequently a large stock of commodities to be divided be-
tween the parties. As society advances, however, and as the
roductiveness of industry is diminished in consequence of the
necessity of cultivating inferior lands, absolute wages and pro=
fits are both reduced; though, as the labourer must always
have wherewithal to subsist and continue hisTace, he invariably
gets, with every decline in-the powers of industry, a greater
Value, or a greater proportional share of the produce of in-
dustry. :

Thus, then, we arrive by a different route at our formex
conclusion, that profits—-whether estimated by quantities.of pro-
duce or by values or proportions—must always fall with everydi-
“minution in the productive power of the industry applied to
extract produce from the earth; and though proportional
wages rise in the progress of society, the situation of the la-
bourer is, notwithstanding, generally changed for the worse.
‘When cultivation is ‘coni%ned to the superior lands, a large
stock of produce has to be divided between capitalists andola-
bourers; and a smaller proportional part of this large stock
gives the labourers a greater quantity of necessaries and con-
veniences, than a greater proportional part of a comparatively.
small stock. C

<

"We have thus endeavoured to exhibit the ultiiaate and cer-
tain effect which the nécessity of resorting to poorer lands for
supplies of food to feed an “increasing population, must alwayc
have on profits and wages. .But though this cause of the re- i

2
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duetion of profits be of suck magnitude ~and power as Jinally
Zo overwhelm every other, * its operations may be, and indeed
frequéntly are, counteracted,or facilitated by extrinsic causes.
Tt is obviops, for example, that every néw discovery and im-
_ provement in agriculture which. enables a greater quantity of
- produce to be obtained for the same expense, must really have
the same effect on profits as if the supply of superior soils had
been increased, and may, for a considerable period, increase
the rate of profit.° : e
Had the inventive genius of man been limited in its powets,
and had the various nizchines and implements used in agricul-
ture, and the skill of the husbandman, at once attained to
their utmost perfection, thesrise in the price of raw produce,
and the fall of profits consequent’on the increase of population,
would have been much more apparent and obvious. When,
in such a statesof things, it became nece%sary to resort to poor-
er soils to raise an additional’quantity of food, a correspond-
ing increase of labour would plainly have been required—for}
on this supposition, no improvement could take place in the
owers of the labourer himself. Having already reached the
perfection of his art, a greater degree of animal exertion could
alone overcome fresh obstacles. More labour would therefore
hawe been necessary to the production of a greater quantity of
food ; and it would have been necessary in the precise pro-
portion in which the quantity of food was to be increased. So
that it is plain, if the arts had continued in this stationary
state, that the price of raw produce would have varied directly
with every variation in the qualities of the soils successively
brought under tillage. : o
But the circumstances regulating the real and exchangeable
value of raw produce in an improving society; are extremely dif-
ferent. Even there, it has, as we have seen, a constant tendency
to rise ; for, the rise of profits consequent on every improvement,.
by occasioning a greater demand for labour, gives a fresh stimu-
lus to population, and thus by increasing’ the demand for food,
again inevitably forces the cultivation of poorer soils, and raises
prices. But it is evident, that these effects of this great law of*
nature, from whose' all-pervading influence the utmost efforts
“of human ingenuity can never enable man to escape, are ren-
dered less palpable and obvious in consequence of improvements.
After irferior soils are cultivated, more labourers are, no doubt,
required to raise the same quantities _of food ; but, as the
péwers of the labourers are improved ‘in the progress :,Of s0-
~ Ao ® s

. * Wlalthus’s Pi'inéip)les of Political Economy, &c. p. 317,
VOL, XL. NO. 79. B
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clety, a smaller nwnber is required in- propcrtion to the
whole work to be performed, than if no such improvement had
taken place. It is in this way that the natural tend?ncy to an
increase in the price of raw produce is copmeractedf 1. the pro-
gress of society. The productive energies of the earth iuself
gradually diminish, and we are compel.e_d to resort to soils
of a constantly decreasing degree of fertility ; but the prggug-
tive energies of the labour employed to extract produce 1rom
these soils, is as.constantly augmented by the discoveries and
inventions that are always being made. ¢ 'Two directly opposite
and continually acting pririciples are thezs set in motion. Fr9m
the operation of fixed and permanent causes, the increasing
sterility of the soil must, in the Iong-run, overmatch the in-
creasing power of machinery and the improvements of agri-
culture—and prices must experience a corresponding Tise, and
profits a corresponding-fall. Occasionally, howcver, Improve-.
ments in the latter more than co.npensate for the deterioration
ir. the quality of the former, and a fall of prices and rise of profits
take rﬁace, until the constant pressure of population again
forces the cultivation of poorer lands. > ; 1

The previous reasoning, in so far as the general principle
is concerned, is equally applicable to the commercial world
in general, ds to a single nation. It is quite plain, howevor,
that the fall in the rate of profit, and the consequent check
to the progress of society originating in the necessity of
resorting to poorer’ soils, will De «more severely felt in an
improving country, which excludes foreign corn from its mar-
kets, than in one which maintains a free and unfetteved in-’
tercourse with her neighbours. A highly manufacturing and
commercial country, like England, which should deal with
all the world on fair and liberal principles, could avail her-
self of all those capacities of production wherewith provi-
dence has endowed different countries; and, besides obtaining
supplies of food at the cheapest rate at which they can be
raised, the numberless markets to which she could resort,
would prevent her from feeling any very injurious consequin=
ces from the occasional failure of her own harvests, “and would
not only secure her constant plenty, but, what is of hardly less

importance, constant steadiness of price. Such a nation would~

. have the founda_tions' of Ler greatness established on a broad
a_,nd firm: fo_undatlon ; for, they would rest, not on the produc-
tive energies of her own soil only, but, on those of all the
countries in the world ¢ nor is there any natural and neces-

sarily ©perating caus¢, why her profits should”’ be reduced,

anfl she should get clogged in her progress, until the gens-

Gl =P
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ral increase of population had forced the cultivation of inferi-
or soils in all ‘the countries whence she had been in the
custons o1 drawing a portion of her supplies. Tven then, she
would not-be surpassed by her neighbours; her progress would
only-be retarded by the same cause which must also retard
“theirs; her relative power therefore would not be impaired ; and
should new markets be opened, or new discoveries made in
agricaitural industry, in any quarter of the world, she would
instantly reap het full share of the advantage, and be re-
novated and strengthengd for a new career of exertion.

But the case would be very different indeed, if England, or
any nation which had made a very great progress in manufactur-
ing and commercial industry, and whose population was there-
fore comparatively dense, chosé o exclude foreign corn from
her markets. Such a proceeding would most certainly has-
ten her declige; and inevitably sink Sher into decrepitude
and decay, at a period when,, if she had acted on a more
enlarged and liberal system, she might have been still ¢ green
in youth,” and advancing with giant steps in the career of
population and wealth. A people who exclude foreign corn
from their matrkets, must necessarily have recourse to poor
soils at home, and expose themselves to ruinous fluctuations
of price. They shut themselves out from all those facilities
of production they might otherwise have met with in distant
and less densely peopled nations; and cannot feel the benefit
of the wise provision made by nature for equalizing the varia-
tions in the harvests of particular countries. It is indeed quite
smpossible, that a coungﬁr in the situation of Great Britain—a
country” abounding in the various products of art and in-_
dustry, in merchandise suited to the wants of every people—
could ever, were her ports thrown open to the dree importa~
tion of foreign corn, experience a deficiency of supply. There
is always abundance of food in the world; and to enjoy a con-
stant plenty, we have only to abolish our restrictions and pro-
hibitions, and to cease to counteract the benevolent arrange-
ments of Providence.

But we have chosen to act on the restrictive system. We
have not exerted ourselves to retard but to accelerate the period
-of national weakness and decline! The legislature of the great-
est manufacturing and commercial co*mtry in the world has ex-
cluded all foreign corn from her markets, until the home prices
Jrave risen te about wice fhejr average height in the other coun-
tries of Europe. Poor soils requiring, an immense outlay to

~vender them productive, have thus been Jorced into premature

o cultivation; and the rate of profit—that rate which forms the
:

B2
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only certain standard of natfonal prosperity—has in consequence
been reduced extreniely low | How long this system—a system
so utterly at variance with every principle of sound poliey—is to " |
be supported, we know not; but®we are }?old to say that no’
people emerged from barbarism ever betore subjected them- |
cclves to such a scourge. Its effects have already been most dis.
astrous ; and if it be not abandoned, it is easy to see that it must
ultimately affect all classes with the curse of =miversal poverty,
and complete the ruin of the country. i

The relative kowness in the rate of profit in Great Britain,
arising from the diminished power of ‘employing capital with
advantage, and principafly caused by the restrictions on the
importation of foreign corn, has ot only lessened the power
to accumulate capital, or to.cdd to that fund by which the
productive industry of the country must always be regulat-
ed; but it has also created a strong temptation to trapsmit
capital to other countries. The rate of profit has a constant
tendency to equalize itself. T'he same principle that would
prevent the employment of capital in Yorkshire, if it did not
yield as great a rate of profit there as in Kent or Surrey, regulates
its distribution among the different countries of the world. It ‘s
true that the love of country—the thousand ties of society and
friendship—the ignorance of foreign languages, and the desire to
have our stock employed under our own inspection, would makea
greaterdifference in the rate of profitnecessary to occasion a trans-
fer of capital from one country to another, than from one pro-
vince of the same country to another. But this love of country
has itslimits. The love of gain—the awri sacra fames—is a ng
less powerful and constantly operating prin ciple; and if cupitalists
are once assured that tlcsir stock can be laid out with tolerable !
security, and-with considerably greater advantage, in foreign
states, an efflux of capital to a greater or less extent will cer-
tainly take place.

Profits were lower in Holland during the whole of last cen-
tury, than in any other country of Europe; and in consequence
her commerce and manufactures gradually declined, and her
merchants, instead of laying out their savings at home, preferred
investing them in other countries where the rate or profit was
higher. It is stated by the well informed author of the Richesse
de la Hollande, published in 1778, that the Hollanders had at
that period about 1500 mullions of livres (62 millions Sterling)
in the public funds of France and England ! It is unnecessar,,
however, to refer to the case of Holland for illustrations of this
principle. What Holland was, England has become. The ex-
perience of the last six or seven years has shown, that the low- |
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pinion, in the very teeth of the dictum of the brother bard, that
“ let his other merits be wl{at they may, no E’nglish writer of any
gefiius has shown less variety of powers, with more effort and
more significance of pretensions Mr Southey, in the Imagin-
ary Conversalion; goes on to lay before the Professor ¢ an un-
published and incomplete poem’ of the same author, the Lao-
damia, and recites it, but only iz zmagination ; after which some
ingenious verbal criticisms are made on one or two particular
passages. This poem has since been published ; and we have no
hesitation in saying, that it is a poem the greater part of which
might be read aloud in Elysium, and that the spirits of depart-
ed heroes and sages might gather round and listen toit! Itis
_ sweet and solemn; and, thotgh there is some poorness in the
diction, and some indistinctness“in the images, it breathes of
%x‘xfrity and tenderness, in very genuine an§ lofty measures.
e haye great pleasure in saying this—but we must be permit-
ted to add, that we are firmly persuaded Mr Wordsworth would
never have written this classical and manly composition, but for
those remarks on his former style, for which we have the mis-
fortnne to fall under the lash of Mr Landor’s pen.
The Ninth Conversation (¢ Marchese Pallavicini and Walter
' Landor’) contains scandal against the Knglish Government—
Conversation X. (* General Kleber and some French Officers’)
scandal against the French—Conversation XI. (¢ Buonaparte
and the President of the Senate’) scandal against good taste
and common decency. Let Mr Landor cancel it—let his pub-
lishers strike their asterisks through it. Itis short, and not
sweet. These fabulous stories about the expedition into Egypt,
these low-minded and scurrilous aspersions on Buonaparte,
which the Torics palmed upon the credulity of their gulls, the
Jacobin poets, have been long discarded by the inventors, and
linger only in the pages, rankle only in the hearts of their con-
yerts. We would recommend to Mr Landor, before he writes
on this subject again, to read over the allegory of his friend
Spenser, describing Occasion and Furor, and not to be refresh-
ing his groundless and mischievous resentments every moment
with a ¢ Cymocles, oh ! Iburn!’ It is byno means a sufficient
reason to belteve a thing that it provokes our anger, or excites
our disgust; nor is it wise or decerous to bay the moon, and
then quarrel with the echo of our own voice. Mr Landor keeps
up a clamour raised by the worst men to answer the worst pur-
poses, ouly to persuade himself, if possible, that he hfxs not
been its dupe. This is the worst of our anthor’s style—it con-
tinually explodes and detonates—one cannot read him in secu-

YOL. XL. NO. 79, I
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~ and are promised a shilling in silver, for their own benefit, on eryin
' down a religious tract. He soon became reconciled to the latterg
and they ruised him upon their shoulders above the heads of the wil::
tiest and the wisest. This served a whole winter. Afterwards,
whenever he ‘vrote a bad poem, he supported his sinking fame by‘
some signal act of profligacy—an elegy by a seduction, an heroic
by an adultery, a tragedy by a divorce. On the remark of a learned
man, that irregularity is no indication of genius, he began to lose
ground rapidly, when on a sudden he cried out at the Haymarket
There s no God! It was then surmised more generally and moré
gravely that there was something in him, and he stood upon his legs
almost to the last. Say what you will, once whispered a friend of
mine, there are things in him strong as poison, and original as sin.
Doubts, however, were entertained by some, on more mature reflec-
tion, whether he earned all hic réputation by that witticism : for
soon afterwards he declared at the cockpit, that he had purchased a
large assortment of cutlasses and pistols, and that, as he was prac-
tising the use or them from morning to night, it would be imprudent
in persons who were without them either to laugh or boggle at the *
Dutch vocabulary with which he had enriched our language . . . .
. Haying had some concern in bringing his reputed father to a sense
of penitence for his offences, I waited on the youth likewise in a for-
_ mer illness, not without hope of leading him ultimately to a better
way of thinking. I had hesitated too long: I found him far ad-
vacced in his convalescence. My arguments are not worth repeat-
ing. He replied thus: “ I change my mistresses as Tom Southern
his shirt, from economy. I cannot afford to keep few; and I am
determined not to be forgotten till I am vastly richer. But I assure
you, Doctor Burnet, for your comfort, that if you imagine I am led
astray by lasciviousness, as you call it, and lust, you are quite as
much misiaken as if you called a book of arithmetic a bawdy
book. I calculate on every kiss I give,> modest or immodest,
on lip or paper. I ask myself one question only—what will it
bring me?” -On my marvelling, and raising up my hands, “ You
churchmen, ” he added, with a laugh, ¢ are too hot in all your quar-
ters for the calm and steddy contemplation of this high mystery.”
He spake thus loosely, Mr Hardcastle, and I confess, I was dis-
concerted and took my leave of him. If I gave him any offence at
all, it could only be when he said, ¢ I should be sorry to die before I
have written ry life,” and I replied, ¢ Rather say before you have mended
it. ”—< But, doctor,” continued he, ¢ the work I propose may bring
e a hundred pounds;” whereunto I'rejoined,  that which I, young
gentleman, suggest in preference will be worth much more to you.”
At last he is removed from among the living : let us hope the best ;
to wit, tnat the mercies which bave begun with man’s forgetfulness
will be crowned with God’s forgiveness.” 1..164.
In the Conversation between Peier Leopold and the President
du Paty there is a good deal of curious local information and
=12
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proves himself a most sage and judicious adviser. Mr Locke’s */
Treatise on Education. (with all its d=fects, and an accasional
appearance of pedantry), laid the foundation of the modern im-
provements in that important branch of study; aac his book
upon Government (written in defence of the Revolution of
1688) remained unimpeached up to the period of the battle of
‘Waterloo. The author of the Zssay on Human Understanding
undoubtedly ranks as the third name in Englisk philosophy, after
Newton and Bacon; yet perhaps others, as Hobbes, Berkeley,
Butler, Hume, Hartley, and, even in"our own times, Horne
Tooke, have shown a firmer grasp of mind, as well as greater
originality and subtlety of invention, in the same field of in-
quiry. This opinion may, however, be thought by some petu~
lant and daring, not to say profane; and we may be accused,
in forming or delivering it, of having encroached unawares on
the exercise of Mr Landor’s exclusive right of private judgment
and free inquiry.

The controversy between the Abbé Delille and our author
in person, of which Boileau is the leading subject, is an amus-
ing specimen of verbal criticism. All that it proves however
is, that this kind of criticism proves nothing but the acuteness
‘of the writer, and also that those poets who pique themselves on
being most exempt from it are the most liable to it. Popnis
an example among ourselves. Those who are in the habit of
attending to the smallest things, do not see the farthest before
them ; and, in polishing and correcting one line, they overlook
or fall into some fresh mistake in another. The altering and
retouching, after a lapse of time, or during the probation of
Horace’s ¢ nine years, ’ is sure to lead to inconsistency and par-
tial oversights. Mr 1.andor, in some instances, we imagine,
confonnds humour with blunders. Thus the truism in the line—

¢ Que, si sous Adam méme, et loin avant Noz,’
we should consider as a miere piece of naiveté, in the manner of
La Fontaine. We will give up, however, without scruple,
Boileaw’s mock-heroics, as we would some English ones of later
date. But his satire and his sense we cannot relinquish all at
once, though he was a Frenchman, and, what is still worse, a
Frenchman of the age of Louis XIV.! It is hard that a peo-
ple who arrogate all perfections to themselves should possess
none; nor can we think that so vast and magnificent a reputa-
tion as their literature has acquired, could be raised, as Mr L,
would persuade us, without either art or genius? The Dia-
logue between Kosciusko and Poniatowski (a subject capable of -
better things) is remarkable for nothing but a mawkish philar-
thropy, and a problematical defence 6f General Pichogru for
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as they can enslave ? and that the 'mind is as much under thejr
gnaffle, as the body is urder their axe and halter ?  Show me one of
them, Lopez, who has not violatvd some promise, who has not
usurped some territory, who has not oppressed and subiugated some
neighbour ; then I will believe him, then I will obey hiiy, then I will
acknowledge that those literary heralds who trumpet forth his praises
with the newspaper in their hands, are creditable and upright and
uncorrupted. The courage of Spain delivered these wretches from
the cane and drumhead of a Corsican. Which of them did not crouch
before him ? which did not flatter him 2 which did not execute his
orders? which did not court his protectionlJ which did not solicit
his favour ? which did not entreat his forbearance? which did not
implore his pardon ? which did not abandon and betray bt 2

>Pis a prelty picture; and did the author suppose, in his
blindness to the past and to the future, that the august person-
ages of whom he speaks, after escaping from this state of ab-
ject degradation and ‘subjection to that iron scourge, would
yoluntarily submit to be at the beck and nod of every puny pre-
tender who sets up an authority over them, and undertakes to
tutor and cashier kings at his discretion ?  Dut not to interrupt
the dialogue, which thus continues :—

¢ No ties either of blood or of religion, led or restrained these
neophytes in holiness. And now, forsooth, the calamities of war,
and the dangers of discord are to be averted, by arming one part of

our countrymen against the other, by stationing a military force on.

ourfrontier, for the reception of murderers and traitors and incen-
diaries, and by pointing the bayonet and cannon in our faces,
When we smiled at the insults of a beaten enemy, they dictated
terms and conditions. At last, his most Christian Majesty tells his
army, that the nephew of Henry the fourth shall march ;gaiust us
. . . . with his feather ! © : ;

¢ Banos. ah! that weighs more. The French army will march
over fields which cover French armies, and over which the oldest
and bravest part of it fled in ignominy and dismay, before our shep-
herd boys and hunters. What the veterans of Napoleon failed to
execute, the household of Louis will accomplish. Parisians ! let your
comic opera-hoyse lic among'its ruins ; it cannot be wanted this sea-
s01m.

¢ Alpuente. Shall these battalions which fought so-many years
for freedom, so many for glory, be supplementary bands to bar-
barians from Caucasus and Imaus? Shall they shed the remainder
of their blood to destroy accause, for the maintenance of which they
offered up its first libation? Time will solve this problem, the most
momentous in its solution that ever lay before man. If we are con=
quered, of which at present I have no apprehension, Europe must
become the theatre of new wars, and be divided into three parts, at-
terwards into two, and the next generation will see all Ler states

e
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and provinces the property of one autocra e
mostggnorant and l;})wlelss o};' her nations. ’*3“’? g e
. ¢ Banos. Never was there.k revolution, or material change in
government | effected with so little bloodshed, so little opposition, s
ittle sorrow or disquietude, as ours. Months had passed a\\‘:ao
years were ro!]ing.over us, institutions were consolidating. supers%:
tion was relaxing, ingratitude and perfidy were as much fo;'gotten b
us, as our services and sufferings were torgotten by Ferdinand, whe}):
emissaries, and gold and arms, and rarrm, inciting to disco’rd and
rebellion, crossed our frontier . . .. and our f'ortresr'sbs were garnished
with the bayonets of France, and echued with the watchwords of the
Vatican. If Ferdinand had regarded his oath, and had acceded, in
our sense of the word faitk, to the constitution of his country f;om
which there was hardly a dissentient voice among the industrio’us and
the unambitious, among the peaceable and the wise, would he have
eaten one dinner with less appetite, or have embroidered one petti-
coat with less taste? Would the saints aleng’his chapel-walls hayve
smiled upon him less graciously, or would thy tooth, holy Dominic
have left a less pleasurable impression on his lips? ~ His mos;
Christian Majesty demands that Ferdinand the seventh may give his
people those institutionswhich they can have, from him only! Yes, these
are his expressions, Alpuente; these the doctrines, for the propaga-
tion of which our country is to be invaded with fire and sword; this
is government, this is order, this is faith ! Ferdinand was at liberty to
give us his institutions : he gave them: what were they? The in-
quisition in all its terrors, absolute and arbitrary sway, scourges and
processions, monks and missionaries, and a tooth of St Dominic to
crown them all. . . . . To support the throne that crushes us, and the
altar that choaks us, march forward the warlike Louis and the preus
Chateaubriant, known among his friends to be as firm in belief as
Hobbes, gJ.‘a]leyr;).nd, or Spinoza ; and behold them advancing, side
by side, against the calm opponents of Koman bulls and French
charts.  Although his Majesty be brave as Maximin at a breakfast,
he will find it casier to eat his sixty-four cutlets than to conquer
Spain. I doubt whether the same historian shall have to commemo-
rate both exploits. ; ¢

¢ Alpuente. In wars the least guilty are the sufferers. In these,
as in every thing, we should contract as much as possible the circle
of human misery. The deluded and enslaved should be so far spar-
ed as is cousistent with security : the most atrocious of murderers

o

» We do not see this question in the, same point of view as our
author. By his leave (as a mere general and speculative question),
the conquerors become amalgamated with the conquered : barbarism
becomes civilized. ‘The claim of tyrants to rule over slaves is the
only principle that is eternal., These are the only two races, whose
interests are never reconciled.
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and incendiaries, the purveyors and hirers of them, should be remoy-
ed at any expense or haza:d. If we show little mercy to the robber
who enters a house by force, and.it less ought to be shown to him
who should enter it in the season of distress-and desolat’on, what
portion of it ought to be extended towards those who assail every
house in our country ? How much of crime and wretchedness may
often be averted, how many years of tranquillity may sometimes be
ensured to the world by one well-chosen example ! Is it not better
than to witness the grief of the virtuous for the virtaous, and the ex-
tinction of those Lright and lofty hopes, for which the best and wis-
est of every age contended? Where is the man, worthy of the
name, who would be less affected at the lamentation of one mother
for her son, slain in defending his country, than at tke e:ctqrmz'na.
tion of some SiT Or Seven USUTPETS, commanding or attempting it
invasion? National safety legitimates every mean employed upon
it. Criminals have been punished differently in different countries :
but all enlightened, all honest, all civilised men, must agree wko are
criminals. The Athenians were perhaps as well-informed and intel
ligent as the people on lake Ladoga: they knew nothing of the
Enout, I confess ; and no family amongst them boasted a suecession
of assassins, in wives, sons, fathers, and husbands : but he who en-
dangered or injured his country was condemned to the draught of
Lamlock ! They could punish the offence in another manner: if
any nation cannot, shall that nation therefore leave it unpunished ?
And shall the guiltiest of men enjoy impunity, from a consideration
of modes and means? Justice is not to be neglected, because what
is preferable is unattainable. A house-breaker is condemned to
die, a ecity-breaker is celebrated by an inscription over the gate.
The murder of thousands, soon perpetrated and past, is not the
greatest mischief he does: it is followed by the baseness of millions,,
deepening for ages. Every virtuous man in the universe 1s a mem- °
ber of that graind Amphictyonic couneil, which should pass sentence
on the too powerful, and provide that it be duly executed. It is
just, and it is necessary, that those who pertinaciously insist on so
unnatural a state of society, should suffer by the shock things malke
in recovering their equipoise.” 1. 269,

‘We have given this tirade, not with any view to comment
on the sentiments it conveys, but to justify what we have said
of the outrageous spirit that so frequently breaks out in the
present worl, and that might reasonably ¢ condemn the author
¢ to the draught of hellebore.? We believe the attempt to re-
vive the exploded doetrine of tyrannicide is peculiar to the re-
formed Jacobins. We remember a long and well-timed article
in the Frinxp, some years ago, on this subject; nor do: the
strong allusions to the same remedy, in a celebrated journal,
form an exception to this remark, at a time when a renegado,
from the same school directed its attacks upon the Corsican
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will cease perhaps to wonder at the influence we have ven-
tured to ascribe to iv, and acknowledge that principles which
fall in with so many of the basei parts of' our nature, may he
“promoted almost as much by artful apologies as by present and
actual temptation. But, howe\(er this may be, the errors of
the most popular of our historians, as to ‘the true origin and
character of English liberty, are certainly of importance

enough to give interest to any work which pretends to expose.

or correct them—and in the account we are now to give of
Mr Brodie, we" shall regard him accordingly chiefly as the
censor of Mr Hume. : 1

Let us begin, however, by doing justice to that admirable
writer and most excellent man. He was, in his own person, of
the most independent charactor: and utterly incapable of the
mercenary subserviency for which his doctrines have furnished
so many with an apology: and indeed, when he first pub-
lished, these doctrines were not the best passpoits to promo=
tion. He was also, we believe, on the whole, a sincere in~
quirer after truth, and thought his opinions substantially just;
—though he could scarcely fail to be aware that he had not
sought very curiously for facts and arguments that might make
against them, and had given them the advantage not only
of an artful and attractive statement, but of some exaggera-
tion and some suppression of the evidence. In what circum-
stances his Tory partialities originated, it would perhaps be
idle now to inquire. He had early in life conceived an an-
tipathy to the Calvinistic divines, and his temperament led him
at all times to regard, with disgust and derision, that religious

enthusiasm or bigotry with which the spirit of English. freedom
was, in his opinion, irseparably associated. His intellect was

also, perhaps, too active and original to submit, with sufficient
patience, to the preparatory toils and long suspended judgment
of an historian; and led him to form premature conclusions
and precipitate theories, which it then became the pride of his
ingenuity to justify. His personal character, too, which, though
eminently kind and cheerful, was remarkably averse from all
sorts of enthusiasm or strong emotion, and even somewhat indo-
lent and timid, naturally disposed him rather to sul.nit quietly
to established authority than fo question or withstand it; while
the vanity of giving to the world a new view of the history and
“progress of the English Constitution, held out an almost irre-
sistible temptation to exaggerate and overstate all those points
on which he wished to prove that the common opinions had
been erroneous.  °

The least of these considerations, we fear, would be sufficiens
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favour of his conclusions, as instances taken carelessly and at
random from an immense multitude of still’ stronger examples.
Above all, when he comes to Geseribe and estimate the views and
motives by ~vhich, at any critical period, the different parties in
the State were actuated, he will not only bring prominently for-
ward the prejudices or follies by which the wisdom or virtue of
one side were alloyed, while all these debasing elements are kept
out of sight in his representation of the other—but will lend to
his favourites all the finer views and plausible apologies which
his own ingenuity and the improved sagacity of his age can sug-
gest for persons in their situation, without the least evidence%f
their having been actually entertained by those to whom they are
ascribed ; while their adveisaries are left without addition or
assistance to any crude and improvident exposition of their rea-
sons which they may have happened to put on record. *

* Mr Hume’s summaries of the conflicting views of different parties
at particular eras, have been deservedly admired for the singular
clearness, brevity, and plausibility with which they are composed :—
But, in reality, they belong rather to conjectural than to authentic
History ; and any one who looks into contemporary documents will
be surprised to find how very small a portion of what is there im-
puced to the actors of the time had actually occurred to them, and
how little of what they truly maintained is there recorded in their be-
half. The object of the author being chiefly to give his readers a
clear idea of the scenes he described, he seems to have thought that
the conduct of the actors would be best understoéd by aseribing to

.them the views and motives, which, upon reflection, appeared to him-

self most natural in their situation. In this way, he has often made
all parties appear more reasonable than they truly were ; and given pro-
bability and consistency to events, which, as they actually occurred,
were not a little inconceivable. But in so doing, he has undoubtedly
violated the truth of history—and exposed himself to the influence of
the most delusive partialities. Such a hypothetical zntegration of the
opinions likely to prevail in any particular circumstances, seems at
all times to have been a favourite exercise of his ingenuity. : Very
early in life, for example, he composed four Essays, to which he
gave the names of the Epicurean, the Stoic, the Platonist, ‘and_ tl}'e
Sceptic—and prefixed to them the following very charnctenst{c
notice. ¢ The intention of these Essays is not so much to explain

¢ accurately the sentiments of the antient’sects of philosophy, as to

¢ deliver the sentiments of sects which naturally form themselves in the

¢ world, and entertain different ideas of human life and of.hgppmess.

¢ I have given each of them the name of °the philosophical sect to

Cwhich it bears-the greatest affinity.’ Thesé very words, we think,

might be applied, with very little variation, to most of the summaries
VOL. XL, NO. 79,
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For our own parts, we are inclined to mediate between these
- opposite representations. Though we think Mr Brodie quite
right in considering the English"Government as greatly more
free than those of the Continental kingdoms, we cannot but ad-
mit to Mr Hume, both that the checks upon royal power were
in its early periods brought very irregularly into action, and
that the influence of the Commons House of Parliament was
very small, and the interests of the great body it represented
very subordinate, in the original scheme of the constitution;
and though wo think it quite correct to assert, that when,
from the increase of wealth and industry, they acquired more
consideration, they proceeded legitimately in building upon
those foundations of independence which the feudal Barons had
laid for themselves, it is diffisult to deny that this assertion of
rights in the Third Estate was substantially a novelty in the
government, and directed in many respects to new ends and
objects ;—although it should never be forgottel.,_that from
the earliest periods, the protection of personal liberty, and
the exclusive power of imposing taxations, had been jealous-
ly asserted by the Parliament for the benefit of all classes of
the population. These, too, constitute undoubtedly the great
securities and indications of political freedom ; and though the
civil expenses of the sovereign were in a great measure defray-
ed by his hereditary property, and the charges of war greatly
diminished by the feudal services he could require, it is certain
that these checks did at ali times operate as an effectual limita-
tion of his power, though greatly strengthened by the changes
that took place on the general pacification of society. The
Barons imposed #Z¢ir restrictions rather with their arms than
_their purses—and corwrolled the sovereign, not so much by
withholding ‘money, as by refusing to furnish men,—or plainly
intimating that they would employ them if necessary to com-
“pel the concessions they required. When this untractable
feudal army was dissolved, and with it the habitual threat and
dangers of rebellion, the necessity of obtaining pecuniary sup-
plies became of course more urgent and imperative, and the
right of withholding them: infinitely more valuable, and more
likely to be used.

In like manner, we think it must be admitted to Mr Hume,
that the pretensions of the Commons were at this time brought
forward with more comidence and precision, and advanced
with more systematic steadiness, than at any former Heriod
—and that we now find the idea of public liberty for the first
time embodied in cleatr definitions, and asserted upon broad
argumentative prineiples. But if this could at any time have
been regarded as an usurpation or encroachment, and was
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in any historical work in existence. That its general tendency
and spirit is what we have already attempted to describe,
cannot, we suppose, be denild-—but Lge author seems not to
have had courage to keep up systematically to the same point
——and has made so many remarks and admissions directly at
variance with his favourite doctrines, as to have furnished, al-
most out of his own mouth, conclusive proof of their unsound-
ness. The key to all this inconsistency and wavering is to be
found, we think, partly in a reluctant deference to the liberal
maxims established at the Revolution, which cyuld not, in his
day, be decently or even safely impugned; and partly in some
uncertainty or change of purpose which seems to have come
over him in the course of the composition. At the time this
history was written, the Whigs, it should be remembered, were
still the predominant party in the State—and it was not allow-
able directly to question any of their principles, which had been
solemnly samctioned at the settlement of 1688. Nor did the
author, we imagine, design at first indirectly to discredit or
contest them. His original design, we are persuaded, was by
no means so bold or lofty—and aimed at no more than an apo-
logy for the erroneous and wwustifiable conduct of the Stuarts.
Admitting that their pretensions were utterly unjust, and that.
the principles of liberty had been happily established in despite
of them, he seems to have thonght that sufficient allowance had
not been made for the difficulties of their situation—the preju-
dices incident to their state—the novelty of the circumstances
in which they were placed—and the provocations they succes-
sively received ; and that, without atall depreciating the benefits
that had, been derived from their expulsion, an explanation
might be given of their conduct and that of their adherents,
both more favourable to them, and more consistént with the
truth of history and the ordinary principles of human nature,
than had hitherto been offered. The design we think was
fair, and certainly neither unreasonable nor ungenerous—an.d
a great, and perhaps the best part of the work, is dedi-
cated with sufficient correctness to its execution. As he
went on, however, the author seems. to have been intoxicat-
ed with lis success; and without entirely renouncing the
style of an apologist, to have assumed the feelings and a-
dopted the character of a defender and eulogist—proceeding
from excuses to justification—mixing” up recrimination with
defence, and presuming at last to question, by plain uppl_xca—
tion, the value of that liberty, and the merit of that patriotisms
for which he was every now and then professing in set terms
tiie most profound veneration. Thus his whole history of the
Stuarts is composed on a double and discordant tone. _Mlld,
but very distinct censures of the king are interchanged with pa-
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trious person had at one time resolved, it seems, along with Pym
and Cromwell, ¢ to abandon his native> cc;untry and fly to the
¢ other extremity of the globe,—and then, he who could be ac-
tuated cniy by mighty ambition—founded either in a love of
power or a zeal for liberty, is eagerly degraded into a crazy
fanatic, who had no other object but © to enjoy lectures and dic-
¢ courses of any length or form that might please him !’

In the same reckless spirit of flagrant inconsistency, or rather
perhaps we should say, of alternate candour and partiality
he first represents the:people of England at the commence.
ment of the war in these glowing colours. ¢ Never was
“there a people less corrupted by vice, and more actuated
¢ by principle, than the English at this period. Never were
¢ there individuals who possessed more capacity, more courage.
¢ more disinterested zeal. To determine his conduet in the ap:
¢ proaching contest, every man hearkened with avidity to e rea-
¢ sons proposed on both sides.” But, both before and after, while
we meet with perpetual and unvarying praise of the gallantry
and generous loyalty of those who adhered to the king, we find
nothing but invectives and sarcasms upon the furious bigotry,
the base hypocrisy, and low arts of popularity by which their
opponents are said to have been actuated. In like manner, he
fivst says of Laud, that though not exactly a Papist, ¢ the ge-
¢ nius of his religion was the same with that of the Romish, and
¢ that not only the puritans believed the church of England to
¢ be relapsing fast into that superstition, but the court of Rome
¢ itgelf entertained hopes of regaining its authority in this island,

-¢and twice offered him privately a Cardinal’s hat,* which he
declined with great civility; and then, when he comes to the
account of his trial, does not scruple t¢ say, that.¢ the ground-
¢ less charge of popery, though belied by kis whole conduct, was
¢ continually urged against him.” In the same spirit, when he
comes to the agitating scene of the king’s trial and condemna-
tion, he first represents it in these words as a proceeding of the
most awful grandeur and sublimity. ¢ The pomp and dignity,
¢ the ceremony of this transaction, corresponded to the greatest
¢ conception that is suggested in the annals of human kind !
¢ The delegates of a great people sitting in judgment on their
¢ supreme magistrate, and tryingthim for his misgovernment and
¢ breach of trust !> This, it must be confessed, is, at least, lofty
and liberal enoughj; and would satisfy, we should imagine, the am-
bition of a professed regicide. But by and by, all this theatri-
cal pomp is conjured away, and this magnificent temple of Jus-

_tice converted into a den of paltry and contemptible assassins.
Instead of his Judges being really the delegates of a great na-
tion, we find even the Parliament by whom they were appoint-
ed dwindled into ¢ a diminutive assembly, no longer deserying
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¢ that honourable name, * and disavowed by the body of the nas
tion ; while they themsclves are cplled ¢ hypocritical parricides;
¢ who, by sanctified pretences, had long disguised their treasons,’
and now consummated ¢ the height of all iniquity ai/d fanatical
¢ extravagance.’ ‘

It is needless, however, to multiply instances of what isso
conspicuous in every part of the work; and we shall conclude
this slight and passing notice of those glaring inconsistencies,
which have hitherto been too little insisted on, by merely ob=
serving, that wnile he repeatedly, and with much emphasis,
maintains, that. ¢ the king’s assent to the petition of right pro=
¢ duced such a change in the government, as was almost equiva-
« lent to a revolution,” he has himself cited it at length, as if to
show, that 4t is in every one clause a mere re-enactment of former
statutes of the greatest notoriety and undisputed authority |—
while he seems to have forgotten that Clarendon has himself
been compelled to admit, that ¢ it was of no prejudice to the
¢ Crown ’—so rash and open to refutation are some of the mos
confident and fundamental of his assertions ! ;

With regard again to fanalicism, even the few extracts we
have now casually made may show with what exaggerated
eagerness he refers to this as the moving spring of all the great
transactions he records. It is the perpetual theme indeed of his
derision and invective—of contemptuous ridicule and bitter
-abuse. An insane horror of Popery—a ludicrous antipathy to
certain vestments and ceremonials of worship, are everywhere
represented by him as the true causes of that pretended zeal
for liberty which was the source of so many disorders; and all
the resources of his pen are employed to darken and degrade
the characters of the parliamentary leaders by the imputation of
these yulgar and unphilosophical propensities. Now, though
‘it may sound very liberal and reasonable at the present day to
-speak of Popery and Protestantism as mere varied forms of
the same holy faith, and to smile at the intolerant zeal with
which the external symbols of each were mutually rejected, it
was otherwise, and reasonably otherwise, in the times to which
Mr Hume would transfer these sentiments ; and it is in truth as
illiberal as it is absurd to judge the statesmen of that day by the
feelings of ours. This very insignificant distinction of Papistand
Protestant had, in point ef fact, covered Europe with blood and
crime for upwards of a century. This now innoxious Popery was
then not only inseparably connected with the principles of politi-
cal despotism, but had heen the cause of the most sanguinary wars,
the most inhuman persecutions—the most atrocious massaeres,
It had produced the eve of St Bartholomew and the massacres
in the Netherlands and Switzerland—the wars of the League, of
Flanders, and of Holland. In England itself, and solately as %’ueeﬂ
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¢ But had Mr Hume bestowed a little more investigation on the
subject, he would have discovered that the word>Benevolence had, in
parliamentary, and common language, totally different meanings im--
porting in the first, an ordinary Legislative supply-to the throne: and

9T .

e

in the other, a species” of extortion at the mere will of the prince.

So deeply rooted is the first meaning, that, from time immemorial,

the assent of the sovereign to a money bill has been thus expressed q

in Norman French : ¢ Le Roy, or, La Roigne remercie ses loyau
subjects, accepte lour Benevolence, et aussi le veult.” Let us now

]
|

take the passage founded on by Mr Hume, which is part of a speech -

by Sir Robert Cecil, in the year 1592 or 8, and we shall probably
perceive small cause to infer that there had been any irregular offer
of money. A very large supply, according to the opinion of those
_ times, had been moved for ; and many contended that it would form
a precedent for future grants, prejudicial to the nation. Sir R.
Cecil, then Secretary of State, in order to remove this appreliension,
observed, that ¢ In her Majesty’s time, it was not to be feared that
this precedent would ever do them harm, for her Majesty would
never accept any thing that was given unwillingly. Nay, ix THE
PARLIAMENT the twenty-seventh of her reign, she refused a benevo-
lence offered her, because she had no need of it, and would not
charge her people.” Now, on a strict examiuation of the journals
for the year 1585, nothing of this kind appears ; and the only occa-
sion in which she declined an offer of money, was in the ninth of
her jreign, when she remitted the third payment of a subsidy, ten-
dered by bill in ordinary form, alleging that she had no need of money
at that time, and that it was better in her subjects’ pockets than her
own, though her real motive was to evade a conditicn of marriage on
her part, which the gift imported. To this then must we presume
that Sir Robert referred ; and we do it with the greater confidence,
because wg are informed by the editor of the Journals, that the
speech founded on by Mr Hume was extractgd, not from the origi-
nal journals of the house, but from an anonymous journfl (taken by
some member) which he had in his possession ; and it is easy to con=
ceive that an error of a date may have crept into it. But perhaps
the word Benevolence may still startle the reader, since there may
reasonably be supposed a difference betwixt a formal and unvaried
response of the sovereign, and the common language of the two
houses of Parliament. To remove this impression, we may observe,
that upon a strict investigation of D'Ewes’s Journals, from beginning
to end, we have giscovei‘ed, that the word Bencvolence, employed to
denote a regular legislative grant, oceurs mot seldomer than twenty
times. Nay, in reference to that very subsidy which Cecil was stre-
nuously endeavouring to obtain, and to which his speech related—
the word Benevolence is used four times, and once by the secretary
himself.” 1. 260-3.
Another independent source of revenue, ywhich, according to
< VOL. XL. NO. 79. feiat s o
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-Mr Hume, the Stuarts found regularly established at their ac-
cession, was the right of increasing by royal authority alone,
_ the rate or amount of customs imposed originally at « lower rate
by Parliament. ¢Queen Mary,’ he says, increased the customs
¢'in some branches, and her sister followed her exemple.” Now,
the principle of this is so plainly indefensible, as truly to ad-
mit of no argument—and as to the practice, it is decisively re-
marked by Mr Brodie, that

- ¢ There does not occur an instance of any imposition on merchan-
dise having passed without being. complained of in Parliament as a
grievance, and being redressed ; nor even of any attempt to impose,
from the time of Edward III. till the fourth of Queen Mary, a period
of nearly 200 years. The military achievements of Edward III. gave
him great influence in such an age, ‘and he availed himself of his po-
pularity, to impose new duties ‘on commerce: But parliament never
permitted any thing of the kind to pass unnoticed, and he, far from
pretending to the power of imposing, adopted the readiest way to re-
cover his popularity, by recalling the measure, applying in the regu-
lar form for subsidies, and thankfully accepting of them as gifts—
thereby directly disclaiming the idea of exacting any thing as a right.

>

Queen Mary, who revived a practice which had been so often repro-

bated and repressed, and so long unattempted, did not arrogate the
right of imposing, but evaded the law, which she did not venture
avowedly to break.” I. 266, 267.
~ And then he goes on to explain, that in consequence of the
increased exportation of manufactured woollens, the custom on
exported wool had fallen off; and she therefore pretended that
she might raise the customs on the exported clotZ, so as to sup-
ply the deficiency. The attempt was vehemently resisted; and
on her death, the year after, the question was laid by Elizabeth
before the twelve Judges, who condemned the tax as unconsti-
tutional ; and Plowden composed a regular argument against
it. There had been a previous judgment, indeed, to the same
effect in the preceding reign, noticed both in Dyer’s Reports
and Coke’s Institute. SHC%I, however, are the precedents upon
which Mr Hume justifies Charles for afterwards seeking nearly
to double the whole customs that had been voted to him, by
his single authority ; an attempt in which, to the great disgrace
of the profession, he was then abetted by some lawyers of emi-
nence. .

‘We have not left ourselves room to say more than a word
on Monopokies. Under the pretext of encouraging useful in-

ventions, it is no doubt true that these were granted to an enor-

mous extent by Elizabeth—but they excited at all times the
greatest discontent—and that politic Princess, finding it impos-
sible to maintain them, wisely pretended to have been misled ;
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and, protesting that she had never granted one patent, except
with a view to the public good, agreed to remit those that were
objected to, to the courts of law, where they were speedily con-
demned and made void as illegal. y :

Another extraordinary allegation of Mr Hume is, that in
the period preceding the Stuarts, the king was in the habit of
imprisoning arbitrarily, by warrant of his council—and that in
suspicious times the jails were full of such prisoners, often load-
ed with irons, and unable to procure any remedy by law. On
this pathetic statement, Mr Brodie forcibly remarks—

¢ It is very unfortunate that the learned author has not thought
proper to adduce some instances of this atrocious proceeding, and
of justice having been denied, by courts of law: For the English,
regarding imprisonment as torture and civil death, were ever jeas
lous of their personal liberty, and had provided many statutes be-
sides Magna Charta, to secure themselves from that evil. To such a
degree did they carry their apprehensions of any encroachment of
prerogative against their personal rights in this respect, that, after
the defeat of the Spanish armada, the commons petitioned for leave
to bring in a bill of indemnity for the illegal imprisonment of some
Catholics on that momentous occasion ; and, during Elizabeth’s time,
as well as during that of her predecessors, the judges liberated indi-
viduals who had been imprisoned by the express command of the so-
vereign and council. In the 34th of Elizabeth, certain great men,
having been offended at the liberation of some' prisoners, procured
* a command to the judges not to proceed; but that venerable body
continued to discharge their duty, by setting the prisoners at liberty
in the face of this order; and having been desired to specify in
¢ what cases a person sent to custody by her majesty, or her coun-
cil, some one or two of them, is to be detained in prison, and not
to be deliVered by her majesty’s court or#'udges, " they gave it as
their opinion, which they delivered in writing to. the chancellor and
treasurer, * &c.—¢ This opinion, ’ he afterwards observes, ¢ was in vin-
dication of the release of prisoners against an express order from
the court; and the same principle was, subsequently, acted upon.
See Selden’s argument in 1628. Frauoklyn, p. 267, whole speech,
with the cases, &c. from p. 264 to 280. The opinion of the judges
in the 34th of Elizabeth, had, in the case alluded to, been misre-
presented, and Selden produced Chief Justice Anderson’s report of
it to the House, ¢ which,” said he, ¢ will contradict all those apo-
crypha reports tlfat go upon the casg.” Frank. p. 250. When the
cases in favour of the liberty of the subject, in this respect, were
cited in 1628, not a precedent on the other side could be adduced.
Rush. vol. i. p. 535. Selden chiefly managed the argument as to
the book cases, but Sir Edward Coke also spoke upon the subject,

0

and, after arguing the point on legal principles, he took occasion to -

24d four book cases and authorities BIH in poiht, saying,  that if the
y 2
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laws. He has also subjoined, in an Appendix, an excellent
and most instructive passage from Coke’s Reports, in which
that learned person gives an account of his being consulted on
the subject of proclamations by the Lord Chancellor on behalf
of King Jumes, in 1610—when, upon his hinting that there
was no precedent for such a power, and desiring time to con-
sult the other judges, ¢ the Chancellor said, that every prece-
¢ dent had a commencement, and that ke would advise the Judges
¢ to maintain the power and prerogative of the King.” But af-
ter consulting with the two Chief Justices, they concurred in a
decided and very detailed opinion, which is here engrossed,
4 that the king can neither make nor alter the law by his pro-
¢ clamations—ergo, that which cannot be punished without pro-
¢ clamation, cannot be punished-with it: Also, the law of Eng- -
¢land is divided info three parts, common law, statute law, and
¢ custom; but the lking’s proclamation is none of them ; also,
¢ malum awt est malum in se aut prohibitum,” that which is
¢ against the common law is ¢ malum in se;” ¢ malum prohi-
¢ bitum, ” is such an offence as is prohibited by act of parlia-
‘¢ ment,—and not by proclamation. Also, it was resolved that
¢ the king hath no prerogative, but that which the law of the
¢ land allows him. But the king, for prevention of offences,
¢ may, by proclamation, admonish his subjects that they keep
¢ the laws, and do not offend them, upon punishment to be in-
¢ flicted by the law, > &c. (p. 483); and yet, after all this, Mr
Hume says, with oracular tranquillity, that in the reign of
- James and Charles, ¢ nobody pretended to doubt that proclama-
¢ tions had authority’ independent of any law, and might le-
gally be ¢ put in execution’! We can scarcely conceive 8
stronger instance of prejudice, or infatuagion, y
We have now, we think, exhibited enough of thi8 part of Mr
Brodie’s work, to enable our readers to judge for themselves of
its true character and value; and shall abstain, therefore, from
attempting to give any abstract of his equally successful exami-
nation of Mr Hume’s allegations as to #e dispensing power, the
right of impressment and banishmgnt, of wardskzp‘ and purvey-
ance, or any of the other prerogatives, by the undisputed exer-
cise of which he is pleased to allege, that the Sovereigns of
England were Yested with a power pretty n_early as absolute as
that of the Sultan in Turkey. We do not hesitate to say, that gll
the grounds of this extravagant theory are now effectually dis-
credited ; and that a more just and more pleasing picture is here
drawn, both of the ancient pedigree, and the pure descent of
English liberty, than is to be found in any work that has been
‘produced since these things became matters of contr varsy,
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¢ upon the same exigent of state, the Crown seems #o stand but
& ypon one leg AT HOME, and tqbe considerzble but by halves, to
¢ foreign'princes abroad.” In the close of the same despatch,
where he speaks of vindicating the Royalty from the restraints
and conditions of sﬁbjects, he recurs to the same topic, and
showing evidently that he was fully aware that the measure
would be a complete innovation on the constitution, observes,
that an army once raised by prerogative, would ¢ insensibly gain
¢ a precedent, and settle an authority and right in the Crown to
¢ levies of that nature;—which thread draws after it many huge
¢ advantages, more proper to be thought on at some other sea-
¢son.” (p. 612.) It is needless to pursue this any farther; and
it is sufficient of itself to settle the whole question as to the cha-
racter of Charles’s policy, that .this Strafforde was, up to his
last hour, his favourite and most trusted counsellor—and his
yielding him to the justice of the nation, the only act of rigour
of which hesever repented.

Mr Brodie has likewise noted with due reprobation the base
and barefaced apostasy with which this great champion of tyranny
began his career of oppression—and pointed out the mistake
(or misrepresentation) of Mr Hume, who says that he went
over to the Court ¢ affer the dissolution of Charles’s third Par-
liament, when the necessities of state had begun;’ whereas it is
ceotain that he ratted during the prorogation—and, changing
sides without the shadow of an apology, instantly took up the
very height of those principles which he had just before been
the most vehement in opposing.

One of the most remarkable passages in all Charles’s history,
is his attempt to seize the five arraigned members by his per-
sonal appearance in the House—which, followed up by his am-
biguous quest in the city, and his sudden retreat t6 Hampton
Court, and thence to York, may be fairly regarded as the first.
substantive appeal to force and actual aggression in the course
of the contest. It is curious, therefore, to observe the differ-
ence between Mr Hume’s account of that proceedinfg, and the
corrected edition of Mr Brodie. According to the former, the
King proceeded to the House ¢ with his ordinary attendants
anly, armed as usual, some with halberts, some with walking
swords.” Nowy Mr Brodie shows from contemporary docu-
“ments, that the King had recently before not only got together
an irregular military goard of discharged oﬁicez:s and others,
but had prevailed on a number of the students in the Inns of
Court to enrol themselyes as an additional guard—that, the day
before his visit, he had ordered them to Pe in readiness on an
our’s warning——that on that very morning 100 stand of arms,.

5 5
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on this subject is, ¢ that'the imputation _is of a later growth than
¢ his own age; and chat even his enemies, though they loaded
¢ him with many calumnies, did not insist on this accusation ;’
and then he proceeds to say, that Ludlow is the enly Parlia-
mentarian who imputes that vi_ce to hm_l s E'md t_hal."r Clarendon
and other royalist writers, while they _Jus!nfy him from other
* charges, do not think it necessary to vindicate him from this.
Now, of these extraordinary allegations, we thm!c it cannot be
denijed that Mr Brodie has brought._for_ward, as 1r.1deed was a-
bundantly easy, the most overwhelming refutation. In the
first place, the whole ground of quarrel, after the petition of
right, may be said to have rested on an ayowed distrust of the.
King’s sincerity, or rather on open- imputations of the most a-
trocious perfidy. Mr Hume himself, indeed, in the course .of
his narrative, is repeatedly compelled to notice this circum-
stance. ¢ All his concessions,”’ he observes, ¢ were poisoned
¢ by their suspicions of his want of cordiality’—(meaning mani-
festly sincerity, for he goes on)—*¢ and the supposed attempt to
¢ engage the army against them ’ (while he professed entire ac-
quiescence in their measures) ¢ served with many as a confir-
¢ mation of their jealousy.” What, indeed, was the imputa-
tion of #he army plot but a charge of the most aggravated
treachery ? What other character had the proceedings with
regard to the incident? or the perpetual accusation of favour
shown to Papists, in the face of the most solemn denials?
‘What was the object of the publication of the letters taken at
Naseby, but to prove the utter faithlessness of the King’s pro-
fessions, and the contrast between them and his confidential
communications? Could Mr Hume be ignorant that this was,
the sole scope and professed design of the introduction to
¢ The King’s Cabinet opened,” and to Dighy’s Cabinet, as
published by the Parliament? Such, accordingly, is the undis-
guised strain of most of their last remonstrances and addresses
to the King himself,—as, for example, that of March 1642,
where, after stating some of the points on which they required
satisfaction, they proceed: ¢ But it is not words that can se-
¢ cure us in these our humble desires. We cannot but too
¢ well and sorrowfully remember what gracious messeges we had
¢ from your Majesty this summer, when, with your previty, the.
¢ bringing up the army was in agitation! we cannot but,
¢ with the like affection., recal to our minds how, 2ot #wo days
€ before, you gave directions for the accusation against the siz nen=
¢ bers, and your own coming to the Commons’ house, that
¢ house recetved a gracious message that you would always have
§ a care of their previleges as of your own prerogative; of th2
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¢ safety of their persons as of your own children.” There is
no account, indeed, of any of the great dtbates in Parliament,
in which this is not a leading topic. * The main ground for re-
jecting the personal treaty was, that there could be no reliance
on any treuty ¢ with so perfidious and implacable a Prince.’
Nay, it is recorded in the contemporary documents, that, after
the discovery of the King’s letters at Padstow, Fairfax himself
dissuaded the Parliament from entering into any treaty on this
very ground, and declared it as his opinion that the arrestment
of Glamorgan ¢ was only for @ present colour, *o salve reputa-
- ¢ tionwith the people.” In the famous Declaration, too, when
the house voted to send no more addresses, the charge with
which they wind up their accusations against him, and which
is. held out, indeed, as the main ground of their resolution,
is that of his faithlessness and dissimulation; so that, in-
stead of being confined to one passionate Parliamentarian, the
accusation s repeatedly and deliberately urged to his face by
the whole Parliament in a body. But when Mr Hume said, that
the charge of insincerity was not laid against this monarch in
his own age, was he not aware that even the gentle Baillie
has set him down in his lifetime as ¢ excessively false and hy-
pocritical,’ and one ¢ who had all his life loved ¢rinketing na-
¢ turally ?’ Did he not know how he had been treated in this re-
spect by Milton, both in his Iconoclastes and his Defence of
the people of England? Was he ignorant, in short, that Cla-
rendon himself does—not indeed justify him against this charge,
—but expressly concur in it 7—as when he writes to Nicholas
upon Glamorgan’s business—¢ I wish the King would apply
¢ himself to the part he has to act—that is, to suffer resolutely, and
¢ have notricks,” &c. He has recorded tgo, without any attempt
to contradict it—indeed the facts he himself relatds, prove it
to be true,—the charge brought publicly against him by Crom-
well, in the course of the negociation at Carisbrook. We shall
quote a still more decisive instance immediately.
¢ Cromwell, before this vote, declared the king was a man of
great parts and understanding, faculties they had hitherto endea-
voured to have him thought to be without, but that he was so great a
dissembler gnd. so_fulse @ man, that he was not to le trusted, and there-
upon 7repeated. wany particulars whilst he was in the army, that his
majesty wished that such and such fhings might be done, which be-
ing done to gratify him, he was displeased and complained qf itz
That whilst he professed, with all solemnity, that he referred Aimsclf
whollipto the parliament, and depended only upon their wisdom and
counsel for the settlement and composing the distractions of t_he
léingdom, he had, at the same time, sccret &reaties with the Scottish
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¢ gotten peers.” Mrs Campbell (Miss Bellenden) and Lady
Hervey (Miss Lepel) now and ‘hen venture upon a coarse
joke—Swift breathes forth the complaints of wounded pride
and disappointed ambition. Gay’s pleasantry is generclly strain-
ed and affected. Of Pope, there is butone letter—and that is of
siich a kind as to prevent our regretting the want of more. Three
from Arbuthnot are serious and dull.~ One from Lord Boling-
broke, and several from Pulteney, partake of the same character
—while the love-letters from Lord Peterborough to Lady Suffolls
are the very perfection of tedious affectation; and present the
melancholy picture of ¢ Him whose lightnings pierc’d the Iberi-
an lines,” drivelling forth, in his old age, a series of hyperboli-
cal protestations and ridiculous comwpliments, of _whlch even a
school-boy would be ashamed. - It was neither fair by the pub-
lic, nor by the memory of Lord Peterborough, to publish such
ineffable trash. A few among the letters of Lord Chesterfield,
one or two among those of Horace Walpole, and some pas-
sages in the Dutchess of Queensberry’s, partake of a better
character than the rest. The following extracts from Lord
Chesterfield are perhaps the most entertaining things in the
book. :

‘ MADAM, Bath, Nov. 2d, 1'734.
¢ A general history of the Bath since youleft it, together with

the particulars of Amoretto’s (the Hon. William Sawyer Herbert)
life and conversation, are matters of too great importance to need
any introduction. Therefore, without further preamble, I send you
the very minutes, just as I have them down to help my own memory/;
the variety of events, and the time necessary to observe them, not
having yet allowed me the leisure to put them in that style and or-
der in which I propose they shall hereafter appear in public.

¢ QOct. 27. Little company appeared at the pump ; those that were
there drank the waters of affliction for the departure of Lady Suf-
folk and Mrs Blount. What was said of them both I need not tell
you ; for it was so obvious to those that said it, that it cannot be less
s0 to those that deserve it. Amoretto went upon Lansdowne to eva-
porate his grief for the loss of his Parthenissa (Mrs Blount), in me-
mory of whom (and the wind being cold into the bargain) he tied
his handkerchief over his hat, and looked very sadly.

¢ In the evening, the usual tea-table met at Lyquey‘?}, the two
principal persons excepted, who, it was hoped, were then got safe to
Newberry. Amoretto’s main action was at our table; but, episodi-
cally, he took pieces of bread and butter, and cups of tea at about
ten others. He laughed his way through the girls out of thelong
room into the little one, where he tallied till he swore, and swore till
he went home,—and probably some time afterwards. )
¢ The Countess of Burlington, in the absence of her Royal High-’
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¢ MADAM, ] Bath, Now. 14, 1787.
¢ Your commands were too ob.iging not to be immedi.ﬂ,tfe]y and

thankfully complied with, by one who would pay the most willing o-
bedience to any you could lay upon him. If-all ladies®ard kings
(the great rulers of this world) would qommaqd in youl’ way, how
popular would their governments be with their subjects, and how
easy to themselves! At least, I would adylse kmgs to practise i,
as the only method they bave left to revive passive obedience.—
You commanded me to do what I had most a mind to do myself;; and
what would otherwise have wanted an excuse, has now the merit of
obedience. Q ! g

¢ I must tell you then, that the health you were so good to inte-
vest yourself in, is as much mended in this one week as I expected
I could be in the six weeks I am to stay here. I have recovered the
stomach I had lost, am quite free from the complaints in my head,
and have in a good degree regained my spirits, which, I am sure,
must be entirely owing to the waters, and not to the company here ;
for though this place is very full, here are very few with whom I
cither am or desire to be acquainted. As for quality, we have ‘the
very flower of it in the august persons of the Dutchesses of Norfolk
and Buckingham, who, thank God, are well enough together to a-
void the fatal disputes about rank, which might otherwise arise be-
.tween the first dutchess of the kingdom and a princess of the blood.
Your kinswoman, the Dutchess of Norfolk, had like the other day
to have been the innocent cause of Mrs Buckley’s death. Mis
Buckley was bathing in the Cross Bath, as she thought, in perfect
security, when of a sudden her Grace, who is considerably increased
in bulk even since you saw her, came, and, like the great leviathan,
raised the waters so high, that Mrs Buckley’s guide was obliged to
hold her up in her arms to save her from drowning, and carry her
about like a child. o

¢ You will, I am sure, expect from me l'histoire amoureuse et
galante of Mr Herbert ; but I am very sorry, both for your sake and
his, that it makes but a very small volume this year. He lies in bed
till between ten and eleven, where he eats two breakfasts of strong'
broth ; then rides till one or two ; after which he dines commonly
pretty plentifully with me, and concludes the evening at billiards
and whist. He sometimes laughs with the girls, but with moderate
success. He had distinguished at first Mrs Earle, daughter-in-law
to Giles Earle, a very handsome woman, till a little man zbout half
his height, one Mr Harte, like a second David, hadothe impudence
to attack, and the glory to defeat him. Since which he has content-
ed himself with a little gencral waggery, as occasion offers, such as
snatching the bread and butter out of a girl’s hands, and greasing
her fingers and his own ; taking away a cup of tea prepared for some-
body else, and such other like indications of innocent mirth ; but he
is by no means established to his satisfaction, as when you were
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ence he finds no mention made of a tender connexion ; as if it
were necessary, or even likely, that an unliterary king should
write lovg-]etters to his mistress, or, if he did, that that mis-
tress, a siagularly cautious woman, who appears never to have
committed any secrets to paper herself, should have preserved
these proofs of her own shame. And yet this is the only argu-
ment broyght forward against the concurrent testimony of con-
temporaries, and the universal belief of that, and of the suc-
ceeding age. We think even the Editor himself seems in-
clined, in a subsequent Bin of the book, to abcndon his own
hypothesis; for he calls Lady Suffolk, in a note, the King’s
¢ acknowledged favourite.” If, however, he still holds to his
text, we will put the following cases to him. Is it likely that
George the Second, who was notorious for the want of delicacy
of his feelings, and the little susceptibility of his affections,
should have had @ female favourite upon platonic principles?
Or, if this be thought too general a way of putting the question,
we shall state the case more specially, upon the Editor’s own
data. As thus—It is well known that George the Second never
gave his confidence to Lady Suffolk, but reserved that entire
for his wife. Now, confidence being inseparable from intimate’
friendship, she was therefore not his friend—the Editor says
she was not his mistress—in what character, then, was she
his favourite 7—on the horns of which dilemma, we will leave
the Editor’s argument in favour of Lady Suffolk’s innocence,
and proceed to make a few remarks on his notes—which lite-
rally teem with blunders. We subjoin some of the errata,
which struck us in looking through the book.

First vel. page 24—¢ Duke of Ancaster, Lord Lieutenant of
Suffoll’—for Suffolk read Lincolnshire. »

At page 36 are some lines quoted very inaccurately from Sir
Charles Hanbury Williams.

At page 62 is an anecdote of Miss Bellenden and. George
the Second, quoted from Walpole (without acknowledgment),
of which the facts are all misstated.

Page 65—¢ Lady Diana, the eldest, married the second Duke
of St Albans.” Lady Diana Vere married t/e first, not the se-
cond, Duké of St Albans. :

Page 79—¢ Beau Nash, the Master of the Ceremonies at
Bath, to whom a statue was erected between the busts of Pope
and Chesterfield; which gave occasion to' that excellent epigram
which concludes—

¢ Wisdom and wit are little seen,
. But folly at full length.’ &,

“This is a most egregious mistake—as if Lord C!'lesterﬁeld,
who was the author of the epigram, would have applied the ex-
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+ Page 407—Miss Vane writes, ¢ Lord Vane has sent another
express for me;’ to which the ‘hote is ¢ fep brother, who was
not yet created Earl of Darlington. > Now, Miss Vane’s bro-
ther never was Lord Vane. e was Lord Barnard before he
got his earldom. The Lord Vane in question was William
first Viscount Vane of Ireland, second son of Christopher, ﬁrs:;
Lord Ba(li‘narld, and Miss Vane’s uncle. .

Second vol. page 88—¢ Lionel, seventh Earl, and first Dulk
of Dorset,” &c. ¢ His Grace died in 1765.’ ¢ For 1765 rea(i

+ 1763.

Page 68—¢ This, no doubt, relates to the marriage of M
Meadows, son of Sir Philip Meadows, and brother of the maid
of honour, with Lady Fanny Pierrepont, sister, and ultimately
heiress, of the last Duke of Kingston, and mother, by Sir
Lhilip, of the first Earl Manvers.” From this singularly clever
and intelligible note, one would be led to infer, that Lady
Fanny Pierrdpont having married the son, had the Jirst Lord
Manvers by the father ! Of the truth of this calumny, we beg
leave to express our disbelief; and would suggest to the editor,
it he arrives at a second edition, which, however, we think very
improbable, to correct ¢ Sir Philip’ into Philipn Meadows, Tisq.
Sir Philip was not a Baronet; and besides, the gentleman in
question was his youngest son.

Fage 87—¢ Lord Scarborough put a period to his existence
in 1789.°  For 1739 read 1740.

Page 166—¢ His only son,’ (that is Lord Bath’s), ¢ after-
wards Viscount Pulteney, who died at the age of seventeen.’
This is clearly an error, for Lord Pulteney sat for some years
ir the House of Commons, and spoke there npon more than
one occasion. - 3 5

Page 170—¢ Sir William Wyndham’s son, ’—to which there
is the following note—¢ Eldest son of Sir William Wyndham
and Lady Catherine Seymour, daughter of the Dulce of Somerset.
On the death of the latter, Sir Charles became Earl of Egre-
mont.” Lady Catherine Seymour was daughter of Charles,
commonly called the Proud Duke of Somerset; and her son,
Sir Charles Wyndham, succeeded to the earldom of Egremont
on the death of Algernon, Duke of Somerset, the son of the
proud Duke. The Editor appears to have thought that Charles
and Algernon were one and the same person.

Page 265—¢ William Murray, deservedly called the great
Lord Mansfield. He was the fourth son of David, Earl of
Stormont.” There never was an Earl ¢f Stormont, they were
Viscounts. Again, ¢ He died on the 20th of March 1793, in
the cighty-eightly year of his age.” Lord Mansfield was born
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sible to read what follows without feeling its severity. First,
we have the outside. ¢ Le pic tut jadis un volcan. Son sommet
¢ aride, excorié par les embrasements, couvert de laves noires,
¢ de schor’ werddire, de molecules metalliques, de substances cal-
¢ caires fondues et witrifics, porte partout Pempreinte du feu;
¢ tandis que les effrondemens du terrain, ses pierres schisteuses,
¢ ses couches de limon, le melange desordonné des maticres volca-
¢ niques avec les produits marins, et les renversemens reguliers des
¢ prismes basaltiques, prowvent Uaclion dun element contraire!”
The interior, again, which the author ingeniously compares to
a kind of hell ¢ extinguished and abandoned’—an idea which
he repeats several times elsewhere—was adorned ¢ with masses
¢ of bluish quartz, diaphonous concretions, basalt, and crystal-
¢ lized zeolite, schorl, chalcedony, and porous lava,’ all-which
Ezilda took the opportunity of pointing out to her companions.
¢ La fille de Theobert parle a ses compagnes, et leur fuit ad-
¢ mirer les sublimes horreurs des bouleversemens wolcaniques !’
~ Notwithstanding all the attractions of quartz and zeolite,
however, the virgin of the Cevennes begins to find her resi=
dence rather dull;—so leaving her companions to amuse them-
selves with mineralogy and mephitic exhalations, she makes
her escape one evening by an ¢ impracticable passage,’ and
finds herself, with her lamp burning, opposite the entrance of
an arabesque pavilion, within which a lady was very intently
performing a solo on the lute. To the great consternation of
Ezilda, the lady had no sooner concluded her song than she
rose up and set /er hair on fire. The princess rushed into the
pavilion, too late to save the stranger’s ringlets, but in time to
learn her'motive to the rash act, which originated, it appeared,
" in the neglect of the ¢ impitoyable Agobar.’ She learns from
her also, that Agobar was then in the castle, which communi-
cated with the pavilion—a piece of information of which she
determined immediately to avail herself, and, bidding adieu to
her inflammable friend rather abruptly, she sets out on her
mission, ; ‘ :
‘We cannot stop to detail all the important events which di-
versify her tour from the pavilion to the chateau ;—suffice it to
say, that, in the course of her walk, she discovers a plot against
 the life of Agobar, and intercepts the despatches of the conspi-
rators, with which she enters the chamber of the angelic Rene~
gado. He was sleeping at the time, and the la:iy takes ghe
opportunity of inspecting his person at leisure. Sa poitrine
¢ ouverte, blanche comme le marbre de Paros, est celle de
¢PAthlete de Crotone. Non moins vigoureux que le’ vain-
¢ queur du Minotaure, aussi colossal que I’Ajax de l'armée
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¢ legal proceedings.  The domestic tribunal is the real politi-
¢ cal one. Families existed before states: they had their go-
¢ vernment, their laws, their litigations, their modes of ascer~
¢ taining facts: common sense, the earlicst legislatcr, ta}ugh‘ﬁ
¢ these things to . the first father of a family, and continues
¢ to teach them to all his successors. Yet the revelation of
¢ this system, constantly followed, but never recognised, is a
¢ real discovery in legislation. The man of the fields follows
¢ it by instinct, while the man of law departs from it through
¢ erudition. I’ (says Mr Bentham with rapture) ¢am the la-
¢ pidary who have discovered a diamond in a flint trampled
¢ upon for centuries! The code I proclaim unites the merit of
¢ antiquity to that of novelty; it 15 an universal practice, and
¢ an innovation without example.’ k

Strange, that this important secret, which the reader perceives
is not adopted as a mere simile or metaphor, but held forth
as the only clue to guide us through all judicial perplexities,
should be forgotten, after such an introduction, by the fortunate
discoverer himself! But in truth, it is scarcely the subject of a
sinole allusion in the after part of the book, and recourse is never
had to it for the solution of asingle difficulty. Nor will this, upon
examination, appear to' be so surprising, as that Mr Bentham’s
cool and accurate mind should ever have permitted itself tobe mis-
led by a theory so inapplicable. The notion of a paternal go-
wernment has indeed something soothing to the ears both of the
ruler and the subject; to the latter because it seems to rest the
foundations of Power on the most amiable of human feelings, and
to the former perhaps because it wins the confidence of the go-
verned, while it presents the liveliest image of anthorit;, without
external appeal or coutrol. Whether the parent diffuses con-
stant happiness, or inflicts daily and hourly torture, depends
upon his temper, disposition, habits'and judgment, in forming
which the governed have no share, and almost as little in the
means of correcting excesses, or mitigating violence. In the
parental bosom, indeed, nature has implanted checks which
are for the most part efficacious, but which are necessarily
wanting in the governor or the judge of a populous community.
Sir Robert Filmer and the Tories of his day were probably in-
duced, by these very reasons, to pitch upon the government of &
family as the origin of 71l power, and the exemplar to which it
ought to be assimilated.

The father is the natural ruler over his children—b&ecause he
is their natural protector and preserver from their earliest years;
because he is the oldest and probably the wisest of the family);
because he is strong in the midst of helpless weakness, and his
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knowledge and experience are the only guides to the ignorance
and incapacity of those who sdrround him? The exchequer is
his exclusive department ; and, indeed, all the functions of ever
head of an office are of necessity as much united in him a);
they are kcpt distinct by enlightened legislators. These are
differences sufficiently broad and plain. But in ‘the admi-
nistration of Criminal Justice, the aim and object of the law is
directly contrary to that of the father of a family. The head
of the state, in his judicial character, boasts of sleepless vigi-
lance, and indiscriminate zeal in the detection of every crime,
and the chastisement of all offenders; he inflicts punishment
upon the guilty, that the example of their suffering may deter
others from incurring the like guilt. The fate of the convict is
a secondary object, and as its effest upon the mass of society is
in the first place contemplated, public exposure is both inevit-
able and essential. But from how many faults will the prudent
head of a fumily avert his eyes, in the hope that other causes
may correct the evil disposition that produced them ! how ready
will he be to lay the blame on others—to ascribe it to untoward
circumstances—or even to bear it himself! How many offences
will he wisely overlook, rather than assume the stern counte-
nance of a Judge towards his offspring, and sacrifice the attach-
ments of kindred to the odious opposition of accuser and ac-
cused ! His object is to reclaim the wandering, his triumph is to
attain that object without severity. Or if the infliction of pu-
nishment should unfortunately appear to be imposed as a duty
upon him, his next problem will be to reconcile that duty with
the smallest possible amount of suffering. ¢ Méme en punis-
sant un pére est toujours pére.” And convinced, as every one
must be who has studied the formation of character, that the
delicate principle of shame is never to be compromised or en-
dangered, that the heart must never be hardened, nor the spirit
broken, he will earnestly deprecate both exposure and example,—
most happy when the offence and its atonement can be buried in -
the bosoms of the culprit and his judge. i
If additional points of contrast were required to distinguish
the judicial regulation of a family, from that which is properly
called criminal justice, they might be found in the measures to
be adopted for arriving at the truth of the facts. Their nature is
sagaciously examined by Mr B. in his last book, devoted to
preliminary proceedings, ¢ Procédure Investigatoire, > where he
“ constantly refers every question on the powers which ought to
be exercised, to the sound maxim of the balance of inconve-
niences. Prosecutors, witnesses, all parties concerned, as well
85 those who labour under suspicion, must submit, for the sake
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presenting it. His statement -would at once convict the pur-
suer if guilty, or if innocent relieye him from the chafge'. But the
law declares him incompetent ; and he is condemned to sit by, a
silent spectator, hearing the case imperfectly pieced out by the
opinions and surmises of other persons, on the speculative ques-
tion, whether or not the handwriting is his. And this specula-
tion, incapable under any circumstances of satisfying a reason-
able mind, decides upon the life of a fellow citizen, in a system
which habitually boasts of requiring always the very best evi-
dence that the nature of the case can admit ! .
__ Even where there is a real interest in the event of the suit, Mr
B. advises that the witness should be examined, and that the
jury, making all rational allowances, should determine upon
the extent to which his wishes may affect the credibility of his
deposition, We think him perfectly right; and are nearly pre-
pared to carry this principle so far, as to call upon the contend-
Ing parties to testify to facts within their knowledge. The de-
gree-of hesitation that we feel arises chiefly from our inexperi-
ence as to the practice. English lawyers cannot condemn the
principle; since it was found in former times in their courts in
the shape of the wager of law; and causes are often referred to
arbitration by the Judge’s decree, expressly for the purpose of
making the parties witnesses in their own cause. In the Court
of ©Chancery, in almost all cases of importance and perplexity,
cross-bills are filed, and both parties interrogated upon oath,
but the questions and answers are both written; and in all the
Courts, great interests are daily decided upon the affidavits, or
written depositions, of the parties.
~ This exclusion of all persons interested, may perhaps be
thought t& rest, in the law of England, not merely on the fear
of admitting false statements as materials For decision, but also
on that of encouraging the crime of perjury by too strong a
temptation. But a difference might be made between compell-
_ ing such witnesses, and only admitting them, if willing to be
examined. The law might pronounce them 7ecevables, without
making them contraignables ; and certain cases may be very
easily imagined, in which the distinction would be judicious.
But, speaking generally, we would reject this qualification; and
from the right of the public to ascertain the truth, wherever it
can be discovered, we would dedlice the paramount duty of
every good citizen to declare it, whatever cost, hazard, or in-
convenience to himself, may accrue from the disclosure.
The exclusion of testimony, the most fatal bar to justice, is
by no means peculiar to the law of England. The ancient
states tefused to hear a slave, as some modern colonies still im-
VOL. XL. NO. 79.



























































































































































































































































































































Sshadow





































288 Malcolm’s Central India. July

ration in the condition of Central India, cannot adm/; of a
doubt. It benefits the former, by freeing: them from the ne-
cessity of constant war, by allowing them to reduce. their mili-
tary establishments, and disband mutinous and discontented
soldiers—the terror of their masters, as well as the scourge of
the country. Submission to lawful authorit).' being every where
enforced, the land revenues have not only increased, but they
are realized at less expense than when they were extorted, by
means of troops, from unwilling tributaries. Sindia’s force
has been reduced about: one-half; while his revenues have
been increased 25 per cent., and the expense of collection
reduced 15 per cent. Holkar’s army has also been still more
reduced; and the rapidity with which his territories have re-
covered is altogether surprising. Within the short space of
three years, Indor, his capital, has been changed from a state
of desolation to a flourishing city ; and, from a documem_ given
by Sir J. Malcolm it appears, that of 3701 government villages
which belong to the present possessions of Holkar, only 2038
were inh-~bited in 1817; 1663 being deserted, or, as the natives
express it, without lamp. In 1818, however, 269 of these vil-
lages were restored; in 1819, 343; and, in 1820, 508 ; leaving
only 548 deserted, which there is little doubt will in a few
years be reoccupied. The revenues of Holkar have also been
nearly tripled; and the expense of their collection, which was
from 30 to 40 per cent., has now fallen to 15 per cent., from
the disbanding chiefly of his revenue corps. Throughout all
the other districts of the country, the progress of improvement
has been equally marked. In many parts, the returning inha-
bitants had to contend with wild beasts for the possession of the
country. In one district, an account was transmitted from the
resident officer of 84 persons who, in 1818, had been killed by
tigers; and this was by no means a solitary case.

Sir John Malcolm desecribes, at considerable length, the
mixed population of Central India, of whose manners he gives
an interesting account. But for these details we must refer our
readers to the work itself, of which our limits do not admit of
any clear or satisfactory abstract.

After giving a view of the revenue system, and other political
institutions of the country, on which his intormation is as
copious and interesting, as his views are sound and liberal,
Sir John Malcolm proceeds, in his chapter on the Administra-
tion of the British Power, to the consideration of the policy
which onght to be pursued in the governmeni of those exten-
sive and newly acquired dominions. We cordially concur in:
all that he suggests for the regulation of our Indian government,
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and intricate details. But if; presuming on our superior know-
ledge, we attempt to make alterations on the very cu “ous and
artificial structure of Indian society, the risk is, either that we
mutilate what we do not thoroughly comprehend, by tekiag away
what is useful, or that we destroy the uniformity of the system,
by introducing what is entirely foreign to its genius and charac-
ter. Every community, it may be observed, must furnish the
means of its own amelioration; and we cannot afford to waste
those means—we cannot afford to throw away those precious
resources of social improvement. But this is precisely the
error we commit, when, in our admiration of foreign laws and
nsages, which can never be reduced to practice, we subvert the
native institutions of the ceuntry, which have flourished for
ages, which are interwoven with the frame and texture of so=
ciety, and which are, in fact, the only instruments we can
employ for the preservation of peace and good order. No
innovations can be more dangerous than those which touch
long established usages and laws, which rend asunder ancient
ties, or trench on local manners, because they destroy what can
never L. cepaired, and leave a hideous void in society, which is
but inadequately filled up by the crude and theoretical contriv-
ances of rash reformers. Now it cannot be denied, that this has
been the character of many of the improvements which we have
hitherto attempted to introduce into the domestic administration
of India. We donot here allude to the incredible folly now long
past, of establishing English courts of justice in Calcutta, with all
their peculiar forms, and of giving them the power of summon-
ing before them, by subpeena, Mahometan women of rank, who
would at any time die sooner than make a public appearanc-:
but to the graver and raore deliberate reforms which were after-
wards introduced into the administration of Bengal, and which
experience has since proved to have been in many respects a
series of rash and ill-considered innovations. :

1t is well known, that in Bengal, where we first acquired au-
thority, there existed, as in other parts of India, a revenue
system, with all its complicated establishments; there were also
various institutions for preserving the peace of the country, as
well as for the administration of justice. These were connected
with the existing state of property and manners, and with the
ancient aristocracy of India, the natural guardians of civil oxder.
There were defects perhaps in those institutions, and they had
fallen, in many cases, into neglect and disrepair; but, in plaje
of making the most of them, and of improving and amending
them, the whole were either subverted, or most materially altered..
New regulations and new penalties were devised for colleci-
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is no luxury,—no splendid court,—no rapid circulation nor fa-
cility of communication,—no sort of emulation or errsurage-
ment. In spite of all Joseph’s restrictions, therefore, the pro-
ject failed, and Austrian industry remained stationary. ~Napo-
Teon, in less than ten years, formed manufactories al] over France;
while-Austria, after thirty years of restriction, has never been
able to produce any one kind of manufacture that can com-
pete, not merely with the English or the French, but even with
the manufactures of Saxony or Switzerland.' )

But of what importance is it to Austria that she possesses no
great men—no civilization—no internal commerce—no flou-
rishing manufactures—no national wealth—no thinking and
reflecting subjects ? These things may no doubt add to the sum
of human happiness, and to the glory and strength of indivi-
dual nations : But they require vigilance, knowledge, and acti~
vity on the part of the government; and Austria was not born
to make such sacrifices for such objects. Her vocation is to
command, and not to make happy ;—and it is enough to deter her
from wishing to rule well, that many labourers must be associated
in theask, and power be partitioned among inferiors. Sheis one
of those bad riders who would rather mount a hack than a hun-
ter. Her highest ambition is the possession of a submissive
standing army, securing the obedience of a submissive people,
— and for this she sacrifices revenue, population, and moral
strength.  All, accordingly, is silence and mystery over the ex-
tent of this vast empire. Publicity is banished from its courts
and its public offices. There are no_official statistics—no ac-
counts of income and expenditure. But if the state of the fi-
nances is a secret, it is sufficiently well known that the reven-e
is small, and that the government is poor. The population is'
estimated at about 28 millions, and the annual receipts amount
to little more than 12 millions Sterling. About 8 millions must’
be added for the Italian provinces. Their population amounts
to 4,000,000, so that their payments are about double those of
the other subjects of Austria.

The massacre of St Bartholomew is a common subject of de-
dlamation among political writers. It is certainly the most atro-
cious of those crimes that sully the annals of modern history ;-
and yet the perfidy of the court of Catharine of Medici is not
without a parallel. It is surprising how it could have escaped
the notice of the defenders of liberty, that the court of Vienna
has always conducted itself with a perfidy not less refined th.n
that of Catharine, against those provinces which, at different
p_eriod_s, have risen against her tyranny. The policy of Catha~
rine was at least disclaimed by her successors. France herself’

s :
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disavowed the crime. But the Court of Vienna seems to have
consecyated the Machiavellian maxim, that all means are law=
ful to destroy an enemy. Among the repeated acts of treachery
of which this government has been guilty towards its internal
enemies, W shall select one or two of the more striking and
notorious, as proofs of the spirit by which it has been actuated
from generation to generation. In 1619, Ferdinand IL., after
haying defeated the Elector-Palatine and entered Prague, kept
aup, for three months, a system of pretended amity with the
Bohemians, who had risen in arms to recover their ancient
rights. He then suddenly seized upon 40 of the principal
insurgents, 33 of whom were put to death. Many others were
banished, and many had.their property confiscated. Those
who admitted haying taken part in the insurrection, were al-
lowed, in mockery, to retain their titles and honours, but were
deprived of their property. Sixty years afterwards, the Empe-
ror Leopold, desirous of a pretext for abolishing hereditary mo-
nérchy in Hungary, pretended to believe that many of the
Hungarian nobles kept up a correspondence with Tekeli, who
was then in arms for the independence of the kingdom:. He
immediately constituted a military tribunal, and filled Hungary
with prisons, torture, and death. No fewer than thirty public
executioners were attached to the commission. The tribunal
“sat in Epenes, and was called the Bloody Court of Epenes. If
these atrocities are forgotten by Europe, they are deeply engra-
ven in the memory of the Hungarians. This kind of treache-
1y really seems hereditary in Austria. Even the purer reign of
Joseph II. is not exempt from it. When in 1787 an insurrec-
tion broke out in Belgium, this Emperor exclaimed, that ¢ 7
° € was nicessary to quench the flames of ths rebellion with blood.’
Finding afterwards that the resistance was more obstinate than
he had anticipated, he apparently grew milder, suppressed his
resentment, dissembled, demanded conferences with the insur=
gents, and promised amnesties and oblivion ; but no sooner had
the storm blown over than he recalled his pardon, violat-
ed all his engagements, and commenced the system of per-
secution. During the last insurrection in Italy in 1821,
the Austrian government followed out the same system of deceit
and perfidy. The better to discover those concerned in the
. revolutionary movements, it pretended ignorance and apathy
o for more than six months, and then suddenly commenced a
fearful system of prosecution, the procedure of which was enve-
loped in all the gloom and mystery of that of the Inquisition.
And as if to put the finishing hand to its despotic insolence, it
pleced at the head of the judicial magistracy in Milan that
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and gipsies told fortunes, and Jews hung in vain. The wh-le popu-
lation of Rome gradually assembled round the novgl, the .mmu!:able
Formica. The people relished his flashes of splenetic humour aimed
at the great; the higher orders were delighted with an ‘mpovisatore,
who, in the intervals of his dialogues, sung to the lute, of‘wzvhmh he
was a perfect master, the Neapolitan ballads, then 50 nuch in vogue.
The attempts made by his fellow-revellers to obtain some share of
the plaudits he so abundantly received, whether he spoke or sung,
asked or answered questions, were all abortive ; while he, (says Bal-
dinucci), ““at the head of every thing by his wit, eloquence, and bril-
liant humour, drew half Rome to himself.” The contrast between
his beautiful musical and poetical compositions, and those Neapolitan
gesticulations in which he indulged, when, laying 'asuie his lute, he
presented his vials and salves to the delighted audience, exhibited a
versatility of genius, which it was difficult to attribute to any indivi-
dual then known in Rome. Guesses and suppositions were still vain-
ly circulating among all classes, when, on the close of the Carnival,
Tormica, ere he drove his triumphal car from the Piazza Navona,
which, with one of the streets in the Trasevere, had been the princi-
pal scene of his triumph, ordered his troop to raise their masks, and,
removing hic own, discovered that Coviello was the sublime author of
the Prometheus, and his little troop the ¢ Partigiani” of Salvator
Rosa. All Rome was from this moment (to use a phrase which all
his biographers have adopted) ¢ filled with his fame.” That notoriety
which his high genius had failed to procure for him, was obtained at
once by those lighter talents which he had nearly suffered to fall into
neglect, while more elevated views had filled his mind.” p. 253.
Lady Morgan then gives a very learned and sprighty ac-
count of the characters of the old Italian comedy, with a notice
of Moliere, and sprinklings of general reading, from which we
have not room for an extract. Salvator, after this ev:nt, L~-
came the rage in Rome; his society and conversation were
much sought after, and his Zmprovisatore recitations of his own
poetry, in which he sketched the outline of his future Satires,
were attended by some of the greatest wits and most eminent
scholars of the age. He on one occasion gave a burlesque co-
medy in ridicule of Bernini, the favourite court-artist. This
attack drew on him a resentment, the consequences of which,
¢like a wounded snake, dragged their slow length’ through
the rest of his life. Those who are the loudest and bitterest
in their complaints of persecution and ill-usage are the first to
provoke it. In the warfare waged so fondly and (as it is at last
discovered) so unequally with the world, the assailants and the
sufferers will be generally found to be the same persons. We
would not, by this indirect censure of Salvator, be understood.
to condemn or discourage those who haye an inclination to go
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Salvator, however, was discontented even with this splendid
lot, and sought to embower himself in entire seclusion, and irt
deeper bliss, in the palace of the Counts Maffei at Volterra;
and in the solitudes in its neighbourhood. Here he wandered
night and morn, drinking in that slow poison of reflection
which his soul loved best—planning his Catiline Conspiracy—

reparing his Satires for the press—and weeding out their
Neapolitanisms, in which he was assisted by the fine taste and
quick tact of his friend Redi. This appears to have been the
only part of his life to which he looked back with pleasure or
regret. He however left this enviable retreat soon after, to re-
turn to Rome, partly for family reasons, and partly, no doubt,
because the deepest love of Solitude and privacy does not wean
the mind, that has once felt the feverish appetite, from the de-
sire of popularity and distinction. Here, then, he planted him-
self on the Monte Pincio, in a house situated between those of
‘Cleude Lorraine and Nicholas Poussin—and used to walk out
of an evening on the fine promenade near it, at the head of a
%}'oup of gay cavaliers, musicians, and aspiring artists; while

icholas Poussin, the very genius of antiquity personified, and -

now bent down with age himself, led another band of reveren=
tial disciples, side by side, with some learned virtuoso or pious
churchman | Meantime, commissions poured in npon Salva=
tor, and he painted successively his Jonas for the King of Den=
mark—his Battle-piece for Louis XIV., still in the Museum at
Paris—and, lastly, to his infinite delight, an Altar-piece for
one of the churches in Rome. Salvator, about this time, seems
to have imbibed (even before he was lectured on his want of
economy by the Fool at the house of his friend Minucci) some
idea of making the best use of his time and talents. ;

¢ The Constable Colonna (it is reported) sent a purse of gold to
Salvator Rosa on receiving one of his beautifal landscapes. The
painter, not to be outdone in generosity, sent the prince another
picture, as a present,—which the prince insisted on remunerating with
another purse; another present and another purse followed; and
this struggle between generosity and liberality continued, to the tune
of many other pictures and presents, until the prince, finding him-
self a loser by the contest, sent Salvator two purses, with an assur«
ance that he gave ih, et lui ceda le champ de bataille.’ :

Salvator was tenacious in demanding the highest prices for
his pictures, and brooking no question as to any ap‘atement;
but when he had promised his friend Ricciardi a picture, he
proposed to restrict himself to a subject of one or two figures ;
and they had nearly a quarrel about it.

YOL. XL, ¥o. 80. Z
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¢ The remedy of Penna, " says Baldovini, *“lay in seven little vials,
of which the contents were to be swallowed every day.” But it
was obvicul to all, that as the seven vials were emptied, the disorder
of Rosa increased ; and on the seventh day of his attendance, the

_ doctor declare] to his friend Baldovini, that the malady of his pa-

o

o

tient was beyond his reach and skill.

¢ The friends of Salvator now suggested to him their belief that
his disease was brought on and kept up by his rigid confinement to
the house, £o opposed to his former active habits of life ; but when
they urged him to take air and exercise, he replied significantly to
their importunities, ¢ I take exercise! I go out! if this is your coun-
sel, how are you deceived!” At thesearnest request, however, of
Penna, he consented to see him once more; but the moment be en-
tered his room he demanded of him, * if he now thought that he
was curable?” Penna, in some emotion, prefaced his verdict by
declaring solemnly, ¢ that he should conceive it no less glory to re-
stare so illustrious a genius to health, and to the society he was so
calculated to adorn, than to save the life of the Sovereign Pontiff
himself; but that, as far as his science went, the case was now be-
yond the reach of human remedy.” While Penna spoke, S-lye*-r,
who was surrounded by his family and many friends, fixed his pene-
trating eyes on the physician’s face, with the intense look of one who
sought to read his sentence in the countenance of his judge ere it
it was verbally pronounced ;—but that sentence was now passed ! and
Salvator, who seemed more struck by surprise than by apprehension,
remained silent and in a fixed attitude! His friends, shocked and
grieved, or awed by the expression of his countenance,” which was
marked by a stern and hopeless melancholy, arose and departed
silently one by one. After a long and deep reverie, Rosa suddenly
lett the Coom, and shut himself up alone in his study. There in si-
lence, and in unbroken solitude, he remained for two days, holding
no communication with his wife, his son, or his most intimate friends ;
and when at last their tears and lamentations drew him forth, he was
no longer recognisable. Shrunk, feeble, attenuated, almostspeech-
less, he sunk on his couch, to rise no more !

¢ Life was now wearing away with such obvious rapidity, that his
friends, both clerical and laical, urged him in the most strenuous
manner to submit to the ceremonies and forms prescribed by the
Roman Catholic church in such awful moments. How much the
solemn sadness of those moments may be increased, even to terror
and despair, by such pompous and lugubrious pageants, all who have
visited Italy—all who still wisit it, can testify. Salvator demanded

~what they required of him. They replied, * in the first instance to

receive the sacrament as it is administered in Rome to the dying. "—
#¢ To receiving the sacrament,” says his confessor Baldovini, ¢ he
showed no repugnance (non se mostrd repugnante) ; but he vehement-
ly and pdsitively refused to allow the host, with all the solemn pomp
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buted more perhaps than any other to enable us to carry
our commercial and manufacturing prosperity to its present un-
exampled height, and which makes us advance in the career
of improvement, notwithstanding we are burdened with a load
of taxes that would press to earth the greater population of
France! Let us not, therefore, by giving the smallest counte-~
nance to any scheme, either for dividing estates, or for buildiig
cottages on wastes, do any thing that might by possibility tend
to increase the purely agricultural population of the country.
The narrower the limits within which it can be confined, the
better will be our agriculture, and the greater will be the sur-
plus produce wherewith to feed and support the other classes
of the society, on whosenumbers and prosperity the wealth,
“power, and glory of the country must ever mainly depend.

The custom of equally dividing the paternal property, whe-
ther freehold or leasehold, among all the children of a family,
has been long acted upon in Ireland. Sir John Davies, in his
valuable tract, entitled ¢ Discoverie of the Causes why Ireland
was never entirely subdued by the English,” mentions this as one
of the customs that had mainly tended to perpetuate the barba-
rism and poverty of that country. ¢ The cuctom of gavel-kind,’
says he, ¢did breed another mischief; for thereby every man
¢ being born to land, as well bastard as legitimate, they all
¢ held themselves to be gentlemen. And though their portions
¢ were never so small, and themselves never so poor, for gavel-
¢ leind must needs in the end make a poor gentility yet did they
¢scorn to descend to husbandry or merchandise, or to learn
¢ any mechanieal art or science. Besides, these poor gentle-
¢men were so affected to their small portions of land, that
¢ they rather chose to live at home by theft, extortions, and
¢ coshering, than to seek any better fortunes abroad.’— (p. 172
ed. 174'.)

So long, however, as the rearing of cattle formed the princi-
pal employment of the Irish farmers, the custom of gavel-kind
or the equal partition of property among children, was com-
paratively harmless: for as the pasture lands were generally
let in immense tracts to opulent graziers, only a few individu-
als were required to feed and take care of the cattle, and these
were not permitted to occupy any land. Put in 1784 the Irish
Pm_'han}ent, then newly emancipated from the restraints under
which it had previously laboured, attempted to stimulate tl.e
dormar'lt energies of the people, by prohibiting the importatiosn
of foreign corn into Ireland, and granting very high bounties
on the exportation of corn, the produce of the country. These
measures, however worthily intended, have been productive of
irreparable injury to Ireland. Even though capital had been
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of the civil historian, divesting his mind of all prejudice and
passion, and trying the various records and statements to whiqh
he has recourse by the stern logic of gwdence, to veduce to their
true value the exaggerations of fact_lon, the false giosses and
deceitful colouring of national vanity, and the misrepresen-
tations of accident, ignorance, or intention,— to display ac-
tions and events in connection with the motives or causes in
which they originated,—to trace the progress or decline of those
‘institutions which time has either improved or deteriorated;—
and, generally, to exhibit a faithful register of the political wisdom
and experienee of the past. 4
It is almost superfluous to obserye, that the task which the

literary Historian has to fulfil is, in many respects, extremely
different.  Certain forms of government, it is true, are as
friendly as others are adverse to the progress of literature,
philosophy, and the arts, which generally keep pace with the
advancement of public liberty, and sink back into insignificance
and degradation, when the madness of faction or the corrup-
tion of manners succeeds in rivetting anew the fetters of des-
potism.  Biit though it be only under free governments that li-
terature aftains its highest honours, and that those immortal
works are produced which give permanence and universality to
the language in which they are written,—yet it is evident that,
in order thoroughly to understand its real character, as well as to
fix the amount of its successive improvements, we must travel back
to those remote periods of society when it took its first impulse
from the operation of causes totally distinct from any particular
form of civil polity to which accident, and the unvarying in-
stincts of humanity, may have given birth. The misfortane;
however is, that from the obscurity which hangs over the early
annals of nations, it is extremely difficult to determine the na-
ture of these causes, or to appreciate their influence with any
degree of certainty. Still there are materials for such an investi-
gation. Incidental notices and traditions respecting the mi-
grations and filiations of certain tribes, at a period when
whole nations were in use to abandon their settlements and go
in quest of others,—antique monuments, which have escaped
the ravages of time, and which accident has disinterred,—the
scattered lights which glimmer in the rude fragments of an-
cient popular poetry,—and, above all, the evidence which Lan-.
guage embodies in itself, and on an analytical examination,
may be made to evolve, of the sources whence it originally
sprung, or from which it derived the most copious accessions,—
when carefully collected and concentrated, will be found to throw
considerable light on the early literature of most nations and
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to lead to important conclusions as to the nature of those par-
ticular circumstances which imparted the form and direction
which i afterwards assumed. By such a line of inquiry we may
hope to reach the elements of a national literature, and, taking
our station 23 it were at the source, be enabled to trace the
© stream in its progress downwards, noting and appreciating each
tributary accession it receives, till it ultimately attain its maxi-
mum of magnitude and expansion.

To those who have made the language and literature of an-
cient Rome a subject of close study and examination, the pro-
priety of adopting this method will need no arguments to re-
commend it. Both, asis well known, exhibit but little that can
be considered as purely native. To the Greek, the former bears
nearly the same relation that the English of Chaucer does to
the Anglo-Saxon and Meeso-Gothic; while the latter, more
especially in the departments of poetry and the drama, is only
a reflected form of the parent literature of Greece. Of this
fact, the comedies of Plautus and Terence; the poems of Lu-
cretius and Virgil, and the whole of the philosopnical works of
Cicero, to mention no more, may be taken as sufficient evi-
dence. In attempting, therefore, to offer some explanation
of so singular and interesting a phenomenon as the formation
of a language and literature, which, though secondary and deri-
vative itself, has yet exercised so vast an influence on all by
which it has been succeeded, it will be necessary, first of all, to
inquire what light history has thrown on the ancient population
of Italy.

; »,Surz,ounded by the Alps and the sea, the natural limits of
Italy are determined with the same precision as those of an
island. By these vast mountains, arranged in a huge cres-
cent, one extremity of which reaches to the Adriatic Gulf,
and the other to the sea of Genoa, it is separated from the
continent ; while, throughout the greater part of its extent,
it is bathed by the sea, to which the Romans, with their
characteristical spirit of appropriation, gave the name of Mare
Nostrum. It thus divides itself into two great parts; the Con-
tinental portion and the Peninsula, the common boundary of
which is the istimus of Parma: For if from Parma, as a
centre, a semicircle be traced to the north, with a radius of

“ about sixty leagues, it will sweep along the higher chain of

“ the Alps, and describe the territory of what is called the

Cortinental part, formerly Cisalpine Gaul. The Peninsula,

again, is a trapezium, comprehended between the Continen-

tal part on the north, the Mediterranean on the west, the Adri-
atic on the east, and the Ioni:én bsea on the south. The Appen-
2
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Italy. That period cannot now be determined, any more than
the precise route which these invaders pursued. Those who
first entered would, in process of time, gradually advance to the
southward, impelled by the arrival of fresh hordes, o1 by the
exhaustion of the country they had first occupied; and thus
the inhabitants of the southern extremity of the Peninsula may,
to a certain extent, be regarded as the offspring of those who
first descended into the plains of Lombardy.

From the period at which history begins to throw a few rays
of light upon the state 4nd condition of Italy, we find it occu-
pied by different tribes, more or less numerous, speaking diffe-
rent languages or dialects, arrived at different degrees of ci-
vilization, and engaged in £ contest for dominion, or for the
possession of the soil from which they derived their subsistence.
All these tribes may be comprised in five classes, according to
their presumed antiquity, viz. Zilyrians, Iberians, Celts, Pelas-
gians, and Ltruscans.

The ItLygrans were of Thracian origin, that is, they form-
ed part of the race which Herodotus describes as the most nu-_
‘merous of the 2ncient world, and to which the eastern provinces
of Burope and Asia Minor are indebted for their population.
1t appears that, from the most remote ages, they had established
themselves on the coasts of the Adriatic, between Pannonia,
Noricum and Epirus. From Carniola they might have crossed
the Julian or Carnic Alps, and entered Friuli. Of course the
date of this immigration cannot now be ascertained; but it is
conjectured to have taken place at least sixteen centuries before
our era. The Liburni, the Siculi, and the Heneti or Veneti,
are belieyed to have been three Illyrian tribes. The Liburn:
came from Croatia, and are thought to have been the most an-
cient inhabitants of Italy. At first they established themselves
between the Alps and ‘the Adige; then they crossed the Po,
and spread themselves over the coasts of the Adriatic; and be-
ing urged forward by the arrival of new colonies from the
north, they occupied the provinces of Terra di Bari and Terra
di Otranto, where they were subdivided into three branches,
the Lapyges, the Peucetri and the Calabri, who, having a com-
mon origin, preserved and spoke their original dialect long
after they had adopted the nobler language of Rome. It is to
tblg circumstance Horace alludes when he applies the epithet
bilingues to the inhabitants of Canusium. The Siculi, original-
ly from the frontiers of Dalmatia, followed the Liburni. They
were numerous, and took possession of middle Italy as far as
the Tiber, with the exception of the districts situated on the
Adriatic, and previously occupied by the Liburni, Being af-
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tains that the Etruscans were a tribe of Pelasgi, not from Ly-
dia, but from Greece, who, being expelled from their country
by the Hellenes, sailed to the embouchure of the Po, and, a-
bandoning their ships, built the inland town of Cortona, and
afterwards peopled the whole territory called Tyrrhenia. After
referring to the trudition of Herodotus, Dionysius of Halicar-
nassus * (to whom we are indebted for the statement of Hel-
lanicus) proceeds to remark, that Xanthus, the principal histo-
rian ¢f Lydia, a man well versed in ancient history, parti-
cularly that of his own country, makes no mention whatever,
in any part of his writings, either of a Lydian prince called
Tyrrhenus, or of an immigration of Meeonians into Italy, or of
Tyrrhenia being considered as a Lydian®colony. If, therefore,
to the negative evidence deduced from the silence of Xanthus
we add the positive evidence contained in the statement of
Hellanicus, it will be impossible to resist the conclusion, that
the story of Herodotus is wholly fabulous, or not to receive,
as ¢ exceedingly plausible,’ the conjecture of Heyné, that the
father of history was led into this error by the circumstance,
that part of the Pelasgi were established at Lemnos, at Imbros,
and on the coasts of Thrace and Thessaly, and that the great
majority of the ancients believed the Etruscans to have been
originally Pelasgi. + But while he exposes the fable re-
corded by Herodotus, Dionysius does not implicitly adopt the
opinion he quotes from Hellanicus. On the contrary he main-

tains, that there was an aboriginal population in Etruria, to-

#* Antig. Rom. 1. 18.

+ ¢TIt is evident,” says Mr Dunlop (I.7), ¢ that the Etruscans
themselves believed that they sprung from the Lydians, and that
they inculcated this belief on others;’ and he grounds this assertion
on a circumstance mentioned by Tacitus,.in his Annals, lib. iv.
ci55. It would appear that eleven cities of Asia contended for
the infamous honour of erecting an altar to Tiberius, and that
this ridiculous.and humiliating question was gravely argued in the
presence of the tyrant, and before that degraded Senate whom he

+ had publicly taunted for their abject servility. On this occasion, the

Sardians, one of the contending parties, insisted on their affinity to

~ the Etruscans ; in proof of which, they produced a decree of that

‘people, repeating the ?abl”e. told by Herodotus, and, of course, at-
testing the original confraternity of the Sardians and the ancient
inhabitants of Etruria. hat degree of credit is due to a docu-
~ment founded upon flattering to popular vanity, produ-
ced in ruch a cau h judges, and upon the authenti-
city of which the ent, we leave Mr Dunlop to de-
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The ancient population of Italy being thus composed of Il-
Iyrians, Iberians, Celts, Pelasgians, and Etruscans, it follows,
that, originally, there must have been different languages, and
even different dialects of the same language spoken in that coun-
try. Accordingly, traces have been discovered of no less than
six, the Huganean, the Volscian, the Oscan, the Samnite, the
Unmbrian, and the Efruscan. That no one of these, however,
was the primitive or aboriginal language of Italy, is evident
from the circumstance, that the tribes whizh introduced them
were invaders, and, of course, imported the language in use
among the race from which they sprung. Butb at a period
when the country was unsettled, and liable to be disturbed
by the arrival of fresh colonies, and by the wars and confu-
sion which generally ensued, the dialects already in use would
experience great fluctuations, principally from the intermix-
ture and blending together of tribes of different descent; and
the fortune of arms would, in general, determine that which

Founded by banditti, collected from all parts of Italy,—a species of
Pindarries, habituated to acts of violence, and totally unacquainted
with social life, —Rome, from the first, must have exhibited a strange
jumble of the manners, customs, and languages of the different races
assembled within her walls. There were many circumstances, how-
ever, which induced them to give a preference to the laws, customs,
and superstitions of the Etruscans. A great proportion of the an~
cient Romans were probably from Etruria; a conjecture which re-
ceives some countenance from the alleged alliance formed by their
leader, Cecelius, with the Founder of Rome. The immediate vicini=
ty of & mcre civilized people,—the accession of the elder Tarquin,
who, though of Greek descent, came to Rome from Etruria,—the
settlement of Etruscan prisoners in the very heart of the city, four
years after the expulsion of the kings,—and, lastly, the intercourse
produced by a long period of warfare and political intrigue, are suf-
ficient to account for the reception of the laws, customs, and super~
stitions of Etruria. ¢ The Romans,” as Mr Dunlop remarks, ¢ were
¢ indebted to the Etruscans for the robes which invested their ma-
¢ gistrates, the pomp that accompanied their triumphs, and even
¢ the music that animated their legions. The purple vest, the scep-
¢ tre, surmounted by®the eagle, the curule chair, the fasces and
¢ lictors, were the ensigns of supreme authority among the Etruscans ;
¢ /hile the triumphs and ovations, the combats of gladiators and Cir-
¢ censian games, were common to them and the Romaps. ’  Nay,
even the very mode of notation, which we denominate Roman, is un-
doubtedly Etruscan, being frequently found upon the monuments of
that people, and appears to be the remains of a system of hierogly-
phical writing in use anterior to the discovery of the alphabet.
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the fine congenial climate of Southern Italy, all the vig01_1r and
elasticity of the Greek character, they soon made l:ap[d ad-
vances in wealth and power, and attained great eminence in
science, literature, and philosophy. Crotona was inimorta-
lized by the presence and instructions 'of Pythagoras, to
whom, it is believed, the true or Copernican system of the
world was known. Herodotus, the father of history, and Ly-
* sias, whose orations are models of Attic simplicity and elegance,
were, in early youth, among the original founders of the colony
of Thurium, which rose on the ruins of the voluptuous Sybaris.
The Eleatic school of philosophy, the parent of so much ge-
nius and virtue, was founded in Magna Greecia. Archytas of
Tarentum, the friend and disciple of Plato, * was distinguished
for his attainments in the sciences which treat of number and
quantity, as well as for his mechanical inventions. History and
poetry were cultivated with an ardour and success worthy of
the Grecian name. Lycus of Rhegium was the civil, and
Glaucus of the same city the literary, historian of Magna Gree-
cia. Orpheus of Crotona wrote a poem on the Argonautic Fix«
pedition ; Ibicus of Rhegium was celebrated for his lyric pro=
ductions ; and the titles of two hundred and fifty-five comedies
written by Alexis of Thurium, and said to have been compos-
ed in the happiest vein of the middle comedy of the Greeks,
have been collected by the industry of Meursius. ILocri pro-
duced a celebrated legislator, Zaleucas, whose laws continued
in force for two centuries. But their progress in luxury was at
Jeast equal to their advances in literature and refinement.
Luxury, which, in great states is merely symptomatic of the
general diffusion of wealth, and at once the effect and the cause
of public prosperity, is, in small states, an undoubted indax of
approaching decay and ruin. Eline patriae proditiones, hine
rerum publicarum eversiones, hinc cum hostibus clandestine collo-
quic; masct s nullum denique scelus, nullum malum facinus esse,
ad quod suscipiendum non libido woluptatis impelleret. Inyolv=
ed in a contest with the Romans, in which they were aided by
the genius and military talents of Pyrrhus, they found means
to protract the struggle, till at length'in the year of Rome 482,
the capture of Tarentum decided the fate of Magna Grzcia,
. of which the Romans now became masters. Many of the vic-
tors remained in the conquered province, while, on the other
hand, such of its inhabitants as were most remarkable for their
genius or literary acquirements repaired to Rome, where they
fixed their residence.

* Cicero De Repub. Lib. I. c. 10,
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have reached our time, it does not appear that he in any de-
gree surpassed his predecessor in poetical talent, or in the art
of versification. It was reserved for Ennius, whom the Latin
writers -have, therefore, by common consent, pronounced the
Father of Roman Song, to exhibit a higher measure of the for-
mer, and a vast improvement in the latter. This illustrious
person was a native of Magna Gracia, being born at Rudiae
near Tarentum, in the year of Rome 515; thatis, a year after
the representation of the first piece of Livius Andronicus.
Like /Eschylus, the great father of the Grecian stage, he was &
soldier before he became an author. We are informed by Si-
lius Italicus, that he served as a centurion in the Calabrian levies,
which, in the year 538, accompanied Titus Manlius to the war
waged in Sardinia, against the abettors of the Carthaginian
cause. Here he became acquainted with Cato the Censor,
whom he is said to have instructed in Greek, and by whom he
was brought to Rome, in the year 550, where he found em-
ployinent, and the means of subsistence, in teaching the young
patricians the glorious language of his native country, and con-
tributed greatly to diffuse among the upper classes a taste for
its literature. In the exercise of this humble but honourable -
vocation, he acquired the friendship of some of the most dis-
tinguished men of Rome, particularly of Scipio Africanus,
whom he accompanied in his campaigns, and of Quintus Ful-
vius Nobilior, throngh whom he received the freedom of the
city. He died at Rome at the age of seventy, of a disease
brought on by excessive drinking, to which he was greatly ad-
dicted, * and was buried in the tomb of the Scipios. The
ancients boast of his acquirements in different branches of
science, #nd assert that he was acquainted with three lan-
guages, the Greek, the Latin, and the Oscar_x. The predo-
minating characteristics of his character are said to have been
~anity, and a propensity to indulge a dry, caustic sort
of humour; but, judging from the fragments of his works,
we should rather be disposed to conclude that he was a man
formed for friendship, and that the republican severity of the
age in whicli he lived may have been mistaken by his more re-
fined and voluptuous successors as symptomatic of ‘an asperity
of temper, of which the remains of his writings furnish no
proofs. Hence Quintilian+ says, Tinniwn sicut sacros velustate
lecos adoremus, in quibus grandia ot antiqua robora jam non tan-
tam habent speciem, quaniam religionem. As a tragic poet, he

o * Hor. Epist. 1, 19, 7.
° { Instit. Orat. x. 2. § 6.
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There is a third class of persons to whom we can ourselves tes-
tify that these volumes are calculated to minister, perhaps, a
' still deeper delight.  We refer to the many individual§ whom
the business of the world, and the cares of advancing life, have
something separated, though not estranged, frem the studies of
their early youth; and to whom not only the matter of this
book, but the spirit in which it is written, comes with a reviv-
ing sweetness, and brings back not only the feelings which
animated that brightest part of their existence, but the first
forms of those generous sentiments and pure tastes to which all
that is happy or worthy in its after course is to be referred.

Awrn, VI. 1. The Past, Present, and probably Future State of
the Wine Trade. By James WaRRE. Second Edition, pp. 125.
London, 1824. *

9. Observations on the State of the Wine Tyade. By Iiruz-
woon WiLLiams. Second Edition. pp. 23. London, 1824.

Evnmr tax, by raising the price of the commodity on which
it is laid, has an obvious tendency to diminish the number
of its purchasers. A man who might be willing to pay 5s. a
allon of duty on brandy or Hollands, might neither have
the means nor the inclination to pay 10s. or 15s.; and, con-
sequently, instead of being augmented, the revenue might
be diminished by such an increase of duty. Hence, when-
ever the duties on commodities are raised beyond a certain li-
mit, their effect is to-render them less productive than if they
had been lower, either by diminishing consumption, or by en-
C(lmé'aging and promoting the consumption of such as are smug-
ed. ®
- But, however self-evident and incontrovertible, this princi-
ple has, we are sorrow to say, been very generally disregarded
in the imposition of taxes. Most ministers seem to have Tooked
upon consumption as a constant and unvarying power, produc-
ing an equal effect whether commodities were cheap or dear ;
and because a certain rate of duty was foun to yield a certain
amount of revenue, they concluded, without farther investiga=
tion, that if the duty was doubled or tripled, the revenus
would necessarily be doubled or tripled also! It is almost
superfluous to add, that these anticipations have universally
been disappointed. And our only surprise is, that a systerf,
bottomed on assumptions so manifestly and palpably. erronéous
and absurd, and which has been productive of the most disas=
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Too much praise cannot be given to the Americans for their
great attention to the subject of Education. All the publie
Tands are surveyed according to the direction of Congress.
They are divided into townships of six miles square, Ly lines
running with the cardinal points, and consequently crossing
each other at right angles. Every town§h_lp is divided into 36
sections, each a mile square, and containing 640 acres. OLe
section in each township is reserved, and given in perpetuity for
the benefit of common schools. In addition to this, the States of
Tenessee and Ohio have received grants for the support of col-
leges and academies. The appropriation generally in the new
States for seminaries of the higher orders, amount to one-fifth of
those for common schools. It appears from Seybert’s Statistical
Annals, that theland in the states and territories on the east side
of the Mississippi, in which appropriations have been made,
amounts to 237,300 acres ; and according to the ratio above men-
tioned, the aggregate on the east side of the Mississippi is
7,900,000. The same system of appropriation applied to the west,
will make, for schools and colleges, 6,600,000 ; and the total ap~
propriation for literary purposes, in the new States and ter-
ritories, 14,500,000 acres, which, at two dollars per acre,
would be 29,000,000 dollars. These facts are yery properly
quoted by Mr Hodgson; and it is impossible to speak too
highly of their value and importance. They quite put into
the back ground every thing which has been done in the Old
World for the improvement of the lower orders, and confer
deservedly upon the Americans the character of a wise, a re-
flecting, and a virtuous people. . '

It is rather surprising that such a people, spreading rapidly
over so vast a portion of the earth, and cultivating all ‘he live-
ral and useful arts so successfully, should be so extiemely sen-
sitive and touchy as the Americans are said to be. We really
thought at one time they would have fitted out an armament
against the Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews, and burnt down

North Riding, in their eagerness to save a relic of their prison sys-
tem, forgot themselves so far as to petition to be intrusted with the
power of putting prisoners to work before trial, with their own consent
—the answer of the Legislature was,  We will not trust you, "—the
severest practical rebuke ever received by any public body. We will
leave it to others to determine whether it was deserved. We have
no doubt the great body of Magistrates meant well. They must have
meant well—but they have been sadly misled, and have thrown
odium on the subordinate administration of justice, which it is far
from deserving on other occasions, in their hands. This strange piece
‘of nonsense is however now well ended.—Requiescat in pace !
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Avwr. VIIL. 1. The TWorks of Garcilaso de la Vega. Translated
into Erglish Verse, by J. H. Wirren. London, 1823.

2. Floresta de Rimas Antiguas Castellanas. Por BoHL DE
Faser. Tom. 2do. Hamburgo, 1823. =4

AN elegant translation of an elegant poet, induces us to re-

sume the subject of Spanish Literature, and to present,
not 5 detailed account, but a rapid sketch, of: the Iyric poetry
of Spain during the age of Charles V., a period which Spanish
critics seem to consider as the golden age of their poetry. The
remarkable feature of this period, is the decline of that old chi-
valrous poetry to which we had occasjon lately to direct the at-
tention of our readers, and the general introduction of the Ita=
lian taste.

Till the labours of Herder, Dieze, and other critics in Ger-
man)ilhad brought to light those rich collections of ballads in
which the poetry of Spain abounds, foreigners seem scarcely to
have been aware that there existed any thing like a poetical
literature in Spain before Garcilaso. To them Spdin seemed to
have made her appearance at once in the field of letters and of
European politics. They were acquainted with her literature,
only after it had approximated so closely to the Italian as to ren~
der it no easy matter to point out a characteristic difference in-
dependently of langunage, and were ignorant of the remarkable
phenomenon exhibited by the decline of a national literature,
among a people peculiarly attached to old habits and associa-
tions, and the introduction of a foreign taste, opposed in almost
every point to that which it supplanted. From the Spanish
critics little information was to be derived. Their notices of
their older poets and their productions, are given in the same
brief, patronizing style, in which, until lately, it was the custom
for French critics to speak of their own poetry before the age of
Louis XIV.: And the change from the old Castilian poetry to
the Italian is generally mentioned as a matter of course—an
exchange of rudeness for refinement—which almost necessarily
took place a8 soon as a fair opportunity of comparison was af-
forded, by the temporary connexion occasioned by the political
relations of the twoscountries. 3

But the publication of the early monuments of Spanish poetry
which the industry of modern critics has agcumulated, }vhlle it
has introduced juster views of the state of literature during that
period which her national critics have passed over in s.llence, has
tended materially to increase the difficulty of accounting for the
decline of this captivating sl_yle of poetry, and the adop_t)on.gf
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These specimens will perhaps enable our readers, in some de-
gree, to appreciate the beauties of Luis de Leon’s Odes. "’ Many
others, quoted in the Collection of Bohl de Faber, are little, if a
all, inferior to these; and to some perhaps hisOde on the Mioorish
Invasion, which is an imitation of I-.Io.race’s Proplzec_ygf.‘ Nereus,
may appear even superior, though it is less charscteristic of his
peculiar excellences. While Rodrigo is indulging in idle dal-
liance with Cava on the banks of the Tagus, the Spirit of the
Stream arises and addresses him in a speech, of which the fol-

lowing spirited stanzas describe the muster and approach of the
invaders.

Flark how the vaulted heayvens rebound Oye que al cielo toea

The thunder of the trumpet sound ! Con temeroso son Ja trompa fiera
That, from his desart home afar ' Que en Africa convoca

Calls the fierce Arab to the war, S R A i

And bids the banner to the day

Tts fluttering pomp and folds display.
T see the savage Moor advance, La lanza ya blandea A

Aloft he shakes his beamy lance, El Arabe cruel, y hiere el viento
And wounds the air, and with delight Llamando 4 la pelea;

Anticipates the coming fight; Inumerable cuento

And squadrons countless as the sand De escuadras juntas veo en un mo-

Que al aire desplegada va ligera.

Upon the shore, united stand. mento.

Earth groans beneath the mighty host; Cubre la gente el suelo
Beneath their sails the sea is lost, Debaxo de las velas disparece
While proudly pealing to the skies, T mar : la oz allcielo

Confused the varying voices rise ;

A dusty cloud denotes their way, Confusa y varia crece

"That fills the air and dims the day. El polvo reba el dia y le escurece.
Already see their hosts ascending Ay! que va presurosos
“Their mighty gallies, and extending Suben las largas nayes; ay ! que
Their arms of vigour to the oar, tienden
Launch proudly from the hostile shore, Los brazos vigorosos
Kindling the waters as they ~rge A los remos y encienden
Their progress through the sparkling surge. Las mares espumosus Lor do hienden
Right on their swelling sails behind, El Eole derecho
Blows, in its force, the fav’ring wind'; Hinche la vela en popay larga entrada
And through the Strait of Hercules, Por el Herculeo estrecho
“I'he mighty monarch of the seas. Con la punta acerada
Gives entrance to the long array, Il gran Padre Neptuno daala
And with his trident points the way. Armada.

¥ ¥ * *

Such are some of the great men, who, during the age of -
Charles, effected a revolution in Spanish taste; and such the
character of that period, which is still considered by the Spanish
critics as the golden age of their poetry. We confess we are
inclined to question whether this epithet ought to be taken in
the same extended sense in which it is used by Spanish writers.
That the lyrical compositions of Garcilaso and some of his co=
temporaries were superior to any single production that had
preceded then; with the exception, perhaps, of Manrique’s
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Our reliance on the completeness as well as the accuriey of
his information, is not a little increased, we must add, by know~
ing, that he has finally quitted the country he endeavours to
describe ;—and we are inclined at this moment to prize a frank
and unrescrved account of a nation under despotic govern-
ment the more highly, as there seems reason to think that the
opportunities of composing such worlks will in future be less at-
tainable than they have been. Nothing, 1ndeed! can be more
edifying in itself, or more satisfactory to the friends of liberal
opinion, than the soreness and alarm which the arbitrary govern-
ments of the world have lately manifested at every little inbreal-
ing of the light—at every attempt to disclose the true state
of their dominions. Dr Lyall’s book is dedicated, without
any pretence of permission, but in respectful and even compli-
mentary terms—to the Emperor Alexander :—-—B_ut, because it
contains truths and not flattery, his Imperial Majesty has been
pleased to complain of it in a sort of wkaz; and, with more
than Irish absurdity, to prokibit all foreigners from dedicating
their works to him, without his especial permission ! Itis very
delightful to find that the tranquillity of despots can be so easily
disturbed ; and that they are so conscious of the precarious te-
nure by which they hold their power. Their horror of light and
dread of discussion must indeed be extreme, when the publica-
tion of a four guinea quartoat London, and in the English lan-
guage, can thus put them to their denunciations. The case of
‘Austria, however, seems to be still more satisfactory. This
great power, which cannot bear to be outdone in any thing
mean or vindictive, has lately confirmed its pretensions to be
considered. as the head of the Holy Alliance, by interdictiag
all access to its dominions to one English nobleman, ¢n account
of his speeches in Parliament, and to four English ladies, on ac-
count of their writings and conversation ;—and this in a time of
profound peace, and when every thing, according o its report,
breathes only of content and prosperity. Such an act as this
speaks volumes as to the true character of the government from
which it proceeds—its tyranny, its meanness, its conscious weak-
ness and deception. It is the first time, we think, that a great
monarch has condescended to become a libeller of private indi-
viduals ; or an established government to reco.d its dread of fes
male tongues in a foreign land. Alas, alas, for the age of chival-
vy! But we must return to our business, i

The Doctor’s volume consists of two unequal parts—tke in-
terest of which, we think, is inversely as their magnitude—an,
account of the character and manners of the Russian nation, in
154 pages,—and a detailed, historical, topographical and statis-
tical account of Moscow, in 620! The last certainly exceeds
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Dr Charke praises the Russian women as generally beantiful,
elegant, and highly accomplished ; and talks of them, indeed,
as Dr Lyali observes, dsif they were of a different race from the
men. Our ungallant author positively contradicts this asser-
tion, and says, in so many words, that ¢ he has never been able
¢ to trace any marked difference between the manners and mo-
¢ rals of the sexes in that’country. Wherever I have found
¢ polished wives I have found polished husbands, and wice ver-
¢ sa.’> As to their beauty, he is equally insensible. They all
eat and sleep so much, that they very early grow out of all
shape and proportion ; and among them, of course, this exces-
sive corpulency is thought particularly charming. The com-
‘mon people, on seeing such a figure ¢ waddling along,’ as
Storch, though residing in Russia, ventures to express it,
¢ under the burden of her pampered, sleek, and shining col-
¢ lops of fat,’ generally exclaim, in adm.iration, ¢ How thick
¢ andbeautiful she is [ —God be with her I”  They are almost
all smeared and bedaubed with paint, even among the peasant-
ry; and among the rich merchants’ wives jet-black teeth are
still esteemed a particular beauty. There is great fatitude, and
generally great coarseness, in matters of gallantry. Our worthy
Doctor has recorded various dialogues between himself and
certain Russian princes, in which doctrines were delivered by
the latter on the subject of conjugal fidelity, at which the learn-
ed reporter is much scandalized and offended ; but as they do
not ditfer materially from the French creed on the same chap-
ter, we shall not troubie our readers with any account of them.
Still less shall we pollute our pages with any notice of the
¢ Cluh Physique’ of Moscow, which, as our author describes it,
seems to have made a nearer approach to the Arreoi Societies
of Otaheite than any thing ever heard of in Europe; and as to
the existence of which, at least in what relates to its extent, and
the rank of itsfemale members, we cannot but retain our incre=
dulity, in spite of Dr Lyall’s attestation. The Doctor has also fa=
voured us with various anecdotes to illustrate the general inde-
licacy of the manners and conversation of the Russian ladies.
We cannot say they strike us as very atrocious; and we
suspect that a malignant observer might match them, without
great difficulty, fron? the authentic doings and sayings of some
of our bold-faced women of fashion, even in this country. This
is about the strongest of them. A friend of the author’s once went
tovisit a-public bathing-place with alady of rank. On comingnear
the water, the gentleman observing several people running about
in a state of absolute nudity, suddenly started, and made a little
movement back; but the lady bade him go on, saying, ¢ Ce
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¢ n’est rien,—pourquoi avoir une honte denaturée?’ Th.is was
perhaps a little too philosophical ; but it ought to be mentioned,
that the bathg in question were specific against the cuise of bar=
renness, and generally went by the name of the Prolific Lakg*s.
In his account of the habitual frauds, falsehood, and dis-
honesty of the Russian people, and even of the nigher nobnlny,“
Dr Lyall seems t¢ us to go the fulllength of Dr Clarke; and
mentions a great variety of instances that fell under his own
observation. In his professional capacity, he was repe.tedly
asked to grant false certiflcates of healgh al_u] sickness—and ex-
cessively ridiculed and wondered at fo_r h1§ absurd sqn'uples on
the subject. The tricks that are pract}sed in all public depar_t-
ments are matter of notoriety. Even in the great work of the
restoration of Moscow after the conflagration of 1812, they
could not resist the national tendency to deception. Many of
" the burnt houses were merely plastered over on the ogtmde,
had new windows put in, and were gaudily painted, while the
whole interior was a vacuity, or heap of ashes ! One of the
most amusing instances which Dr Lyall has given of this sg]gmn
trickery, is of the following tenor. Honours and immunities
are now given, it seems, in Russia—and we are heartily glad to
hear it—not only for military services or in return for presents
made to the crown, but for the institution of pablic schools and
charities; and a certain General N. being desirous of the ribbon of
Vladimir, bethought himself of obtainingt by the erection of a
great hospital upon his estate. For this purpose he had a
showy edifice run up of thin boards and basket work, and
plastered over with clay, but gaudily painted on the outside,
and surmounted with a light lath dome, coloured gieen  and
crowned with a gilt ball. In the inside coarse bedsteads were
arranged in some of the wards, and bags of hay for beds in
others; and so things were got in order for the inspection of
General Araktcheef, who was to report to the Fimperor on the
amount of General N.’s contributions to the public comfort.
¢ Early in the morning of the day appointed for General Arakt-
checf’s arrival, above a dozen of people, men and women, were
employed in washing, and cleaning, and arranging the hospital ; the
kitchen-stove was lighted, and the kitchen itself stored with good pro-
visions under the care of an excellent cook. The beds were made np ;
and black boards were placed against the walls over the heads of the
beds, upon which were written with chalk, the names and age of the
patients, the technical and the Russian appellations of their diseases,
the date of their admission, and the diet allowed them, as is always
the case in the public hospitals in Russia. All was thus arranged ;
but Uhere were no sick, except three or four invalids in the village.
In'the ¢ransforming empire of Russia, however, this was of no con=
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The Merchants fare, if possible, still worse, in the hands of
our unsparing Doctor. According to him, there is not a dealer
in the empire who is not a thorough-paced and most impudent
cheat, Most of his details, however, relate to the shopkeepers
of Moscow—but he seems' to make no distinction.” It is the
universal practice, he says,. to ask about ten times the just price
for all articles ; and to come down, on laborious compulsion, by
twenty slow steps, swearing with horrible oaths, at every one,
that'it is the very last, and taken only to oblige you. It is the
labour of a forenoon to cheapen a hat or pair of boots. Their
frauds in the quality of the commodities are no less shameless
and elaborate; and bring us in mind of what is reported of the
Chinese at Canton. In one article tley take an ingenions ad-
vantage of the rigor of their climate. You buy a barrel of nice
firm butter in the winter, and, as soon as it begins to thaw, half
the weight runs out in water. The lowerpart of a chest of tea
is oftén filled up with leaves that have been used, and dried and
sold again to the merchants by your own snrvants.

His account of the Peasants is on the whole fayourable and
indulgent. They are ignorant, sensual, and servile,—as their
condition'implies. But they are not generally uncomfortable
or discontented. They have food enough; and a good deal of
leisure for devotion and dissipation. They are constitutionally
gay and careless, and have not thought enough to be aware of
their own degradation. After correcting the misrepresentations
of other authors as tosthe supposed horrors of their situation,
Dr L. observes, fr

¢ But while I have thus endeavoured to show the general state of the
peaséntry, I must not mislead the reader. For though I am of opi-
nion that the"generalz'tg of them fare well, I also know that numbgrs
are oppressed and most inhumanly treated. When some of the rich
nobles, in consequence of dissipation and debt, are pressed for money,
their serfs are among the first who know the fact, and who experi-
ence their impatience and rapacity : the ob7o is augmented, or de-
‘manded before the regular time. But such a demand is like an w4z 5
it has a despotic influence ; for the vassals well know that non-com=
pliance with it, if within their capability, would draw vengeance up-
on themselves. These poor souls, however; well know the genius of
their master, and cagefully remark his humour and his general way
of action ; and as they are very cunning, they secrete their property
a~d invent a thousand excusés. But it is chiefly the vassals of the
poor and of the eatremely poor nobles, whose case calls for our sym=-
pathy and commiseration. The necessities of their lords, when
combined with avarice or fapacity, reduce humanity to the most ab-
ject condition. It is not merely in respect of money that the pea-
sants are oppressed. The timf fixed by law which they ought to
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says he, emphatically : and then a sudden and advantageous revolu-
will be the consequence. But he who contemplates the great ma-
chine, and the thousands and millions of dependant wheels, in full
motion, and who knows the genius of the natives of Russia, will
speak more calmly. He will see, that though immense sums be paid
andirectly by a part of the population who have affairs in the courts of
justice, yet tha.' the sovereign, who would attempt to impose the-
same sums iz direct annual tazes upon the genercl population, would
run the risk of causing a speedy revolution, and of being hurled from
his throne.” pp. exliii—cxliv. o
He does not, however, allow these olitic suggestions {o
deaden his sense of the magnitude of the abuses in question.
Nothing can be better than the spirit of the following passages.
¢ Itis a fact, revolting to human nature, that senators, who are
clothed in scarlet, and covered with entbroidery, who ride in their
carriages and four, and who live in the highest style,should condescend
to receive a twenty-five rouble, or, some say, even a ten-rouble note,
as a bribe; and in the most simple affairs the process is protracted
till tRe fee be paid. In the senate, justice may truly be said to be
put to auction, and to be bought by the highest bidder: and the
fluctuations of decision, according to the presents or the promises of
the opposing parties, have, at times, exceeded all credibility. Amidst
this direful scene, how pleasing is it to find a single point of repose
for the mind! There is a senator at Moscow, who was never known
to take a bribe nor to receive a present. That man, who is an ho-
nour to his nation, instead of being raised to universal distinction, at
this moment lives in the most economical manner, and rides to the
senate-house, not like most of his coadjutors in a carriage with four
horses, but upon a droshki, with a single horse! Such has been the
reward of honesty and honour ! .
¢ Forcigners who have property, or are in Business, are peculiarly
sensible of the oppression, imposition, ana’rapacity of the Police.
Bribes and presents accomplish every thing, from the highest to the
lowest agent. Though the salaries of all the agents of the police,
cvhether in town or country, be extremely small, yet if they behave
themselves, they manage to maintain a respectable rank, and to live
“well : indeed I have known a Kuarlalrik, whose income from the
crown was about 300 roubles a year (less than 15/. Sterling), who
kept his droek/z and pair of horses, and had a table at which a fasti-
dious noble might have daily dined.
¢ The same system of corruption exists in the Post-offices through-
«out the empire. Though the salaries of their agents be small, yet
they all make a good living, and some of them even save money.
One great source of indirect revenue to the body corporate is formed
by thessums annually paid, or presented, by the merchants. In Pe-
tersburgh andin Moscow,it is not uncommon for tlie principal houses
each to give one, two, three, or even four thousand roubles every
year, to avoid innumerable forms and ceremonies, and interruptions
$o their affairs.” pp. cxlv—cxlvii,
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This is frightful,—but we cannot now afford to carry the
sketch any farther——Nor is it necessary. Dr L. asstres us,
and we entirely believe him, that he records these things with
pain, and chiefly in the hope that their publication may shame the
Russians out of the worst of them. We give them additional pu-
blicity, frem motives certainly as remote from national animosity
—though not precisely identical. We have. no hope that any
publication, either 6f ours or of Dr Lyall’s, will reform t}.le abuses
of Russia—But we think the exposition of these enormities, and
of the national degradation they infer, may be of some use as a
warning to ourselves, and as a striking illustration of the pes-
tilent operation of a Despotic Government upon the morals, the
comfort, and respectability of all ranks of the people. The
Russians are by no means either naturally stupid, or depraved,
They seem, on the contrary, to have inherited their full share
of European talent, with something of Asiatic versatility and
imagination—and to possess in no common degree that social
and friendly disposition which is the basis of all the virtues,
But a Despotic Government, by taking away all liberal occupa-
tions, and all the objects of a generous ambition from the Nobles,
has naturally thrown them into the career of frivolous and vi-
tious amusements—and, by extinguishing the spirit of Honour,
has not only debased the national character in those classes
which necessarily give the tone to the rest, but has infused a
degree of grossness into the enjoyments which it has spared.
By the shackles it imposes on industry, the insecurity in which
it places property, and the exclusive honours it bestows on
the military,~-it has degraded the Mercantile classes in the
eyes of others, and in their own,~—and, by reducing its traders
to the rank of paltry shopkeepers, has perpetuated among taem
those mean and dishonest practices from which the merchants
of free countries are the first to revolt with disdain. By the
poverty which it thus produces, joined to the necessary po-
licy of expending its revenue in the maintenance and in-
crease of its armies, it staryes all the other establishments and
institutions of the country, and drives all its Civil Functionaries,
. by the inadequacy of their official appointments, into habits of

corruption, not only destructive of their individual respectabi-
lity, but subversive of the very ends of their creation.

If such be the natural points of despotism—and we defy its
apologists to dispute the accuracy of the deduction—can anv
people be too jealous of its Freedom—any sacrifices be too costly
Lo recover—any efforts too great to retain it? Even to despots
themselves, can any prospect be more- dreary and appalling?
The throne is eyery where secure in proportion to the freedom
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and even of the wonders of the Kremle itself,—than .pag such
a price for the knowledge of them. However, there is d?al
of curious reading for curious readers 5 and the plates with
which the work is illustrated and embellished are for the)-m'ost
part very beautiful. There is a large Appendix, containing
some rema.kable dissertations; particularly one on the Russ
architecture, and one on eatable mushrooms, We are happy
to learn that the author means shortly to favour the public
with an account of his Travels in the Russian empire, which,
we have no doubt, will be more to our taste than .the statistics
of Moscow. We beg leave to recommend to him cheapness
and brevity, as two great elements of popularity.

ra. X. Posthumous Poems of PErcy ByssHE SHELLEY. 8yo.
g pp- 400. London, 1824, J. & H. L. Hunt. p
Mn SHELLEY'S style is to poetry what astrology is to natural

science—a passionate dream, a straining after impossibili-
ties, a record of fond conjectures, a copfu§ed embodygng of
vague abstractions,—a fever of the soul, thirsting and craving af-
ter what it cannot have, indulging its love of power and novelty
at the expense of truth and nature, associating ideas by contra-
ries, and wasting great powers by their application to unattain=
able objects. ;

Poetry, we grant, creates a world of its .own; but it creates |
it ont of existing materials. Mr Shelley is the maker of his
own poetry—out of nothing. Not that he is deficient in the
true sources of strength and beauty, if he had given hini%elﬁfair
play (the volume before us, as well as his other preductions,
contains many proofs to the contrary): But, in him, fancy, will,
caprice, predominated over and absorbed the natural influencesg
of things; and he had no respect for any poetry that did not
strain the intellect as well as fire the imagination—and was not o
sublimed into a high spirit of metaphysical philosophy, Instead
of giving a language to thought, or lending the hears a tongue,
he utters dark sayings, and deals in allegories and riddles. His
Muse offers her services to clothe shadowy doubts and inscrutable
difficulties in a robe of glittering words, and®to turn nature ife
to a brilliant paradox. We thank him—but we must be excus-y
ed. Where we see the dazzling beacon:lights streaming over
the darkness of the abyss, we dread the quicksands and the
rocks below. Mr Shelley’s mind was of ¢ too fiety a quality®
to repose (for any continuance) on the probable or the true-it
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Mr Bhelly died, it seems, with a volume of Mr Keats’s poe-
try grasped with one hand in his bosom! These are two ont
of four poets, patriots and friends, who have visited Italy with-
in a few years, both of whom have been soon hurried to a
more distant shore. Keats died young; and ¢ yet his infelicity
¢ had years too many.’ A canker had blighted the tender
bloom that o’erspread a face in which yonth and genius_ strove
with beauty. The shaft was sped—venal, vulgar, venomous,
that drove him from his country, with sickness and penury for
companions, and followed him to his grave. And yet there
are those who could trample on the faded flower—~men to
whom breaking hearts are a subject of merriment—who laugh
loud over the silent urn of Genius, and play out their game of
venality and infamy with the crumbling bones of their victims !
To this band of immortals a third has since been added !—a .
mightier genius, a haughtier spirit, whose stubborn impatience
and Achilles-like pride only Death could quell. Greece, Italy,
the world, have lost their poet-hero; and his death has spread
a wider gloom, and been recorded with a deeper awe, than has
waited on the obsequies of any of the many great who have died
in our remembrance. Even detraction has been silent at his
tomb ; and the more generous of his enemies have fallen into
the rank of his mourners. But he set like the sun in his glory;
and his orb was greatest and brightest at the last; for his me--
mory is now consecrated no less by freedom than genius. He
probably fell a martyr to his zeal against tyrants. He attached
himself to the eause of Greece, and dying, clung to it with a
convulsive grasp, and has thus gained a niche in her history;
for whatever she claims as hers 1s immorfal, even in decay, as
the marble Sculptures on the columns of her fallen temples !

The volume before us is introduced by an imperfect but
touching Preface by Mrs Shelley, and consists almost who.lly
of original pieces, with the exception of Alastor, or the Spirit
-of Solitude, which was out of print; and t}}e admirable Trans-
lation ofsthe May-day Night, from Goethe’s Faustus.

Julian and Maddalo (the first Poem in the collection) is a
Conversation or Tale, full of that thoughtful and romantic hu-
manity, but rendered perplexing and unattractive by that veil
of'shadowy or of glittering obscurity, which dlstlngl}lshed‘l\{[r
Shelley’s writings. The depth and tenderness of his feelings
ceems often to have interfered with the expression of them, as
the sight becomes blind with tears. A dull, vv{atensh vapour,
ciouds 2he aspect of his\philos‘ophlcal poetry, like that myste-
riovs gloom which he has himself described as hanging over
the Madua’s Head of Leonardo da Vinci. The metre of this
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a fragment founded on a story in the first volume of the
Florentine Observer,” is like a troublous dream, disjoint-
ed, painfal, oppressive, or like a leaden cloud, from which
the big tears fall, and the spirit of.the poet mutters deep-ton=
ed thunder. We are too much subject to these, voluntary
inflictions, thure ¢ moods of mind,’ these effusions of ¢ weak-
¢ ness and melancholy, ’in. the perusal of modern poetry.
It has shuffled off, no doubt, its old pedantry and formality ;
but has at the same time lost all shape or pnrpose, except that
of giving vent to some morbid feeling of the moment. The writ-
er thus discharges a fit of the spleen or a paradox, and expects
the world to admire and be satisfied. We are no longer an-
noyed at seeing the luxuriant growth of nature and sancy clip-
ped into arm-chairs and peacocks’ tails; but there is danger of
having its stately products choked with unchecked underwood,
or weighed down with gloomy nightshade, or eaten up with
personality, like ivy clinging round and eating into the sturdy
oak I The Dirge, at the conclusion of this fragment, is an ex-
ample of the manner in which this craving after novelty, this
desire ¢to elevate and surprise, ” leads us to ¢ overstep the moe
¢ desty of nature,” and the bounds of decorum.
¢ Ere the sun through heaven once more has roll'd,
The ratsin her heart c :
Will have made their nest,
And the worms be alive in her golden hair,
While the spirit that guides the sun,
Sits throned in his flaming chair,
She shall sleep.

The ¢ worms”. in this stanza are the old and traditional ap-
perdages of the grave ;—the ‘rats’ are new and unwelcome in-
truders; but a modern artist would rather shock, and be disgust-
ing and extravagant, than produce no effect at all, or be charged
with a want of genius and originality. In the unfinished scenes
of Charles L., (a drama on which Mr Shelley was employed at

_his-death) the radical humour of the author breaks forth, but
¢ in goed set terms’ and specious oratory. We regret that
his premature fate has intercepted this addition to our histori-
cal drama. From the fragments before us, we are not sure
hat it would be fair to give any specimen. i
t»l-The TRANSLATIONS from Egrigides, Calderon, and Goethe
in this Volume, will give great pleasure to the scholar and to the
general reader. They are executed with equal fidelity and
spirit. - If the present publication contained only the two last

- pieces ‘n it, the Prologue in eravmz, and the May-day Nzg]zt
of the Faust (the first of which Lord Leveson Gower has o-

mitted, and the last abridged, in his very meritorious transias
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with apparent impunity, violate their engagements, and, at the
same time, accuse their subjects of treachery !

- The new relations which the Holy Alliance has established
among }hg C()ntinex‘]tal governments, have not only changed the
ancient order of things, but altered the old meaning of words.
A king, who, obeys the general laws of society, anc respects,
either through' ¢hoice or necessity, the rules of justice, is wz
70f esclave ; but a king, who comes in the train of a foreign
army, or mingles with a faction, which owes its triumph to mi-
litary force, is un r0i libre ;—as if the liberty of a king consist-
ed only in his power of doing wrong | To break an oath, which
bas been extorted by despotism, is treason—but to violate the
oath which binds the monarch to govern according to_the laws,
is a noble assertion of liberzy—even though the violator should
be also the author of the laws !

The operations of the Holy Alliance are not confined to the
suppression of popular movements. It is its object also to coun-
teractevery attempt on the part of any of its members to amelio=
rate the national institutions. The King of Naples, when sur-
rounded by his brethren at the Congress, declares that the pro-
mises he had made to his subjects were intentionally false; that
he had sworn fidelity to the constitution, only to secure to him-
self the means of subverting it—that he had promised to the
Neapolitans to attend the Congress, to avert the storm with whicl
their liberties were threatened, but that, in fact, he came there
only to invoke the assistance of an Austrian army to stifle them in
blood. The king of Spain, who styled himselffree in the midst of

 the Cortes, called himselfequally free when placed by the French
in the hands of his confessor and the army of the Faith—and re-
tractad at once every thing he had asserted before. We do not
pretend to determine which of these declarations—or whethert
any of them—was true: But we must be allowed to say, that
had the constitution of Spain, of Portugal, and of Naples, been
framed spontaneously by the sovereigns of these countries—had
they really emanated, im the language of the Holy Allies, from-
the free grace of their monarchs,—they would not, on that ac-
count, have been less certainly overthrown by that apostolical
brotherhood. We are quite willingto bellev’e, that the Emperor
of Austria has a great affection for the K_mg of Nap]es; that
he-feels a personal gratification in seeing him exercising an un-
limited power over his subjects, and disposing at his pleasure
of their persons and property.. But we must be permitted to
doubt whether he is influenced merely by fraternal regard when
he marches his armies into the Neapolitan territory. These
royal penchants are unknown, even in romance. The case is
the same with regard to the invasion of Spain by the French.












1824. Stavility of the French Government. > 521

masse fnouie de forces; car V'est la plus grande collection de forces
humaines que le monde ait encore vue—les forces ne devant pas
(:etre comptées par lq nombre seul, mais de plus par leur qualité, et
-4 ce dernier egard rien ne mangue a celles des trois puissances qui
forment le fond de la Sainte Alliance, et qui sont les seyles dont je
traite dans cet article. . . . . Les trois puissances comptent plus de
quatre vingt millions de sujets ; chez elles, le principe du gouvern-
ment est absolu, le mode militaire ; les hommes sont guerriers, ex-
périmentés, desponiblés a toute heure ; I'administration pourvue de
ressorts, ferme et bien disposée pour I'action; I'obeissance passée en
habl{.ud’e, de toutes les choses la plus favourable aux gouverne-
ments.

We quote, and we state these things, however, . rather to
show that we are aware of the dangers to which liberty is ex-
posed, than to inspire any doubt of her ultimate triumph.
The grounds of our confidence in her cause we have re-
cently explained at some length, in ous observations on the
present policy and future fate of arbitrary governments; *'
and we shall not now resume them. The, sum is, that know-
ledge is indestructible, and thet liberty is inseparable from
knowledge ; and that all the interests which support the cause of
tyranny must gradually wear away, while those which point to
freedom must increase, in the progress of civilization. The Holy
Allies themselves have an instinctive and painful sense of this
great truth ;—and have banded together accordingly, much
more from a sense of their weakness than from the pride of
their strength. What, indeed, is their alliance, but @ contract
of mutual assurance against great and imminent perils?>—what else
the true meaning of their atrocious engagements, when reduced
to plgin 1anguage? It is worth while to logk a }ittle at this,—that
we may the Detter feel both the enormity of their pretensions, and
the impossibility of their permanent success. Had this celebrated
contract, instead of being framed by a Jesuit, been drawn up in
explicit terms by a notary, it must have run pretty much as fol-
lows. ¢ We, the parties hereto subscribing, le_gmmate Sove-
¢ reigns and absolute masters of our respective kmgd_oms, Con=
¢ sidering tkat the people of all countries have a diseased ap-
¢ petite for freedom, and are sometines bold enough to revolt

¢ against the commands of their masters,—and that, in conse-

¢ quence of this evfl propensity, it has happened more than

¢ once that certain kings have lost their crowns, and been de-

¢ prived of their legitimate possessions; that the house of Tar-

£ guin,)gor exe}mple, was driven from Rome on certam_frwplogs
()

s * Vol. xxxix. p. 285, &c.
Ll2
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spise. Even the sovereigns who retain, along with t_hé_ixdove of
power, the least spark of that pride and national partiality which
often attends it, must share in this feeling, and comc at last to
disdain being indebted for their authority to the arms wnd the
insolence »f strangers. Tt is obvious too, that tbough tl_jere is
a fine appearance of cordiality among those new _allles, in this
their honey moon »f endearment, causes of disunion and gaar-
rel will inevitably arise in no long time, from th.osg very prin=
ciples of unjust aggression and uncontrolled self-will, in ~vhich
they now abet each otner. And what then will be the condition
of those unhappy princes, who, from an undue love of power,
have thrown away the only safe or natural means of maintaining
it? How many base compliances and painful sacrifices must
they submit to, at the nands of those who can }?lﬁu&lbly-re-
proach them with having saved them from the merited resent-
ment of their subjects? or with what hopes can they at last
appeal to that injured people, whom they had not only of them-
selves oppressed, but subjected to that last humiliation, of bind-
ing them in foreign shackles? Even while there is peace be-
tween the governments, there must be hostility between the na-
tions,—and even between the native and the foreign troops,
whose joint efforts are necessary to repress their discon-
tent. This is already apparent in Spain, the first and the
easiest experiment on which the Allies have ventured. If
these things are done in the green leaf, what shall it be in
the dry? Or, is it not obvious that tyrannical throves, in=
stead of being made more secure by this eontrivance, will
ultimately be exposed to a double measure of insecurity? In
their natural state, the threat of foreign aggression tends to u=
nite the rulers and the subjects, by their common feelings of na-
tional pride and antipathy. But now, the ruler is himself iden-
tified with the foreigners, and hated as their unnatural insti-
gator against the honour and the rights of his people. When-
ever their extraneous support is withdrawn, therefore, the go-
vernment must Jall; and, while the provocation to revolt is thus
immeasurably increased, the sovereign is made absolutely de-
pendent on the caprice and folly of an unprincipled ally.
Itshould never be forgotten either, that those armies, on which
the whole system continually depends, arecaot—except perhiaps
in Russia—mere tools or machines, that must necessarily obey
the hand that moves them. = They too are men, and in sowe
measure citizens; and must share in the lights that'are growing
all over the world. Their very interchange nust besten this
illumination. The soldiers of Russia must become less ant in-
struments of pure despotism for their services in France and Ger=
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of deliberative assembly—nothing but a few corporstions, with-
out unity or connexion, fit only to impose additional fetters on
industrysand which the people were ready to abolish as soon-as
,they had the power. This total want of polittcal institutions
produced sz corresponding absence of all constitutional habits.
Thee first assembly was therefore obliged to: organize every
thing—from the municipality of the smallest village to the
powers of the sovereign and his ministers; and it is true e-
nough, that they were disposed to use this power so as to in-
sure the trinmph of the particular opirions they entertained ;
and their example hasbeen followed by every government which
has succeeded it for the space of 80 years. Each has made its
arrangements according to its own peculiar views, and bronght
into power the men who appeared most favourable to its de-
signs. But the popularity, and consequently the stability of
government, is never to be judged of by the sentiments of those
who conduct it, either in the executive departments, or in the
legisfative‘assemblies; but by one or other of those criteria—
1st, by the degree of influence which ¢Zespeople are allowed to
possess in elections—which may be» called the theoretical test ;
and, 2d, the usual or uniform result of political dissentions,
when the aid of foreign troops has not been called in to settle
the dispute—which is the test of practice. ~Circumstances may
concur to throw doubt upon the indications of either of these
tests, taken separately—but where they coincide, and especially
for any . considerable period of time, the conclusion may be
taken as infallible. » :
Were we to estimate the strength of the ruling party in
Frances from the number of its adherents who hold office, or
sit f the legislative bodies, we shouldssuppose it to be im-
mense. If, on the contrary, we judge of it by past events, by
the numbers of its avowed opponents, and by the efforts which
i is compelled to malke to preserve its ascendancy, we should
soon be convinced that its weakness is really extreme, ad that
sthee fabric of government is liable to be overthrown by the
slightest accident. Many people are inclined to believe, that
it 1 to the sRevolution that the overthrow of the aristocracy,
and the minute division of landed property, are to be ascribed
but nothing can Qe more erroneous. It was not the phllosq-
phers nor the Jacobins that destroyed the power of the nobi-
lity ; it was legitimate king.s and then" ministers, Louis XII1.
and XIV., Cardinal Richelieu and their successors. In 1789,
the true aristocratic influence was a@rea(‘ly extinet ; th‘e' Consti-
tuent Assemﬁly merely'proclaimed its fall; apd abqhshed the
narfie, when the thing itself’ had ceased to exist. The slex\1der
remnant of aristocracy, the possessors of names ouce potent,
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the Netional Guard ; the troops, which had shown symptoms of
attachment to popular principles, were all marched out.at night.
The gendarmes and the dragoons were put in requisition. Ar-
tilleryswas placed in the principal squares of Paris—the op-
position, Peputies were publicly insulted by the royal body
guard—someawere even threatened with assassination’; and by
the.employment of meansdike these, and a liberal allowance of
!.)rl_bery, the election laws were at length overturned, by a ma-
jority of five voices! And even this trifling majority would
not have been obtained, had not two-ffths of the Chamber
consisted of Deputies elected by the Colleges formed in virtue
of a Royal ordonnance in 1816.

‘We shall not here mention the conspiracies, civil> and mili-
tary, and the partial insurrections which took place during this
period ; these, we admit, might have existed under a good go-
vernment, and afford no fair index of the sentiments of the na-
tion. We shall merely state one circumstance, which shows
very plainly the idea which the ruling faction entertained of its
own weakness. When the Italian Reyolution took place, and
had spread into Piedmont, the Chamber of Depaties in France
was assembled. The news of the Revolution haying reached
Paris, M. Dudon, one of the most violent members of the cd/é
droit, mounted the tribune, and declared in his own name and
that of his honourable friends, that as, in all probability, they
had now the honour of sitting for the last time among the De-
puties of the nation, they thought themselves bound to state to
the public the views by which they had been actuated. The
solemnity of this last speeck excited considerable amusement
among the Deputies of the cdté gauche; but the defeat of the
Nespolitans by the Austrian armies, restored life to the expir-
ing faction.

In order to form an idea of the existing state of France, and
to appreciate® the extent of the force which the Holy Alliance
can really calculate on in that country, it was necessary®to re-
capitulate thus shorily the circumstances which have brought
France imto her present situation, and placed power in the
hands of the ruling party of the day. We have seen that this
party has been a mere nothing whenever it has been brought
into contact with the popular party, unsupported by the pre-
sence of foreign armies ; that in fact there never was anyrthmg
in France itself that deserved the name of a struggle; that
the civil war, as it was called, consisted merely in the eﬁ'ort_s of
afew f\)oor peasants in La Vendee; and that on every occasion,
where the rioht of election has been even partially free, the ad-
herents of, this party have been excluded almost entlrs]y from
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families, 3,920,000, are in this situation. Even of the remain-
ing 80,000 proprietors who do possess the elective nower, a
large majority are considered as opposed to the government ;
and in.order to overcome the resistance which the ministry met
with from #his past of the population, two plans have been re-
sorted to. Thz first was to grant the power of nominating about
one-half of the deputies, o a mere fraction of the people, a-
mounting only to about 10,000 citizens. The nomination of the
other half was intrusted, apparently, to the 80,000 electors creat-
ed by the law of 1817 ; but in reality the ministry had reserved
the whole substantial power to itself, by the privilege which it
continued to exert over the formation of the electoral colleges.
And after all—after granting the elective power to that class of
the population which was believed to be most devoted to its
interests—after making up the lists of electors.in an arbitrary
manner, government has been continually obliged to emplo{
threats, violence, and every kind of fraud, o ensure the triump
of mef, of whom it is alternately the tool and the protector. If
the ruling party considers the great body-of Proprietors as its
enemies, it is equally disposed to distrust the Mercantile and
Manufacturing classes. The cities of Lyons, of Rouen,_ot: Stras=
bourg and of Paris, fill it with constant a]aru"!; an_d it is only
by the assistance of its Swiss regiments that it believes it pos-
sible to keep them in check. ;
This progress of opinion is owing to several causes, which we
shall endeavour to state, because they show the mistakes of the
ruling party, and the difficulty which it experiences in produc-
ing on the mind of the people an influence favourable to its
views. [t is a settled point with the adherents of this party,
that che decline of the influence of the nokility and the Catholic
clergy, and the Revolution itself, were all occasioned by the
philosophical writers of the eighteenth century. Consequently,
they banish, a8 much as possible, from the hands of youth, all
these dangerous productions ; and recommend to their perusal
thoses of the preceding century, which they honour with dl](e
appellation of classies.  This is now considered as a fine stro ;
of policy. They seem to imagine, that if an aut?lor has llve-
and written under a despotic government a_nd a bigotted court,
thghperusal of his works is the llkfelxest thing m_the world to
inspire a taste for dépotism and bigotry ! Nothxpg_, howSrer,
can be more ignorant or absurd than such‘ an opmwn:ll oe(x;
the ruling payty really believe that the tragedies of pgrnel ;, an
the poriraits he exhibits of Roman grandeur and indepen er;ce,
are likely to intpire the spectators with a love of despo_tlllsm ]:—
Or that the perusal of Pascal, and of the Tartuffe, will make
VOL. XL. No. 80, M m
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the Jesnits more popular ?—Or that the Marquises and Comptes
of Moliere will tend materially to raise the character of the an-
cient novility? Among those who read nothing, we can under-
stand such opiaions; but how is it that the oracles of the party
—the Chateaubriands, the Bonalds, and Ferrands, can be in-
sensible to the danger of their friends? Do they not perceive
_that every work of thought and genius, down to the Fables of La
Tontaine, is pregnant with dangerous opinions ? Can they forget
that the courtly Boileau has turned the monks into rldxcgle, ;gnd
laughed at a nobility, which even t_hen had fallen from its mg_h
estate? Do they not, in short, perceive that a government, anxi-
ous to restore to its original grandeur a fallen nobility, should
be more cautious in claiming the admiration of the public for
that monarch who himself laboured most effectually to degrade
them? The writers of the eighteenth century may perhaps be
dangerous to the party which calls itself aristocratie, but those
of the seventeenth are in many respects still more so.

The monarchy men then would have gained little Ly this
studious exelusion of the writers of the eighteenth century from
the hands of outh, even if their efforts haﬁ been successful : But
they have been far otherwise. Scarcely had the denunciations of
the bishops against Voltaire and Rousseau appeared, ere the cu-
riosity of the public and the interest of the beoksellers were a-
wakened. Men who knew little of the literature of the eighteenth
century, immediately became anxious to know more of it, when
a party, which it disliked, was incautious enough to proclaim
that it considered it as dangerous. Those who were acquaint-
ed with it, but had for a long time paid no attention to it,
became desirous of renewing their acquaintance. The demand
for books of this sort increased so much, that from 1817 to 1823,
the press produced more philosophical works than it had done
for sixty years before. Not only were the philosophical essays
of the writers of the last century republished separately, and at
the Inwest possible prices, but complete editions of their whole
works appeared. Within these six years nine or ten complate e-
ditions of the works of Voltaire have been published, each extend-
ing to at least 2000 copies, without reckoning the pertial editions
of his historical, dramatic, and philosophic works. The mo-
narchy men became convinced that the study of French His-
tory was dangerous to them; and, accordingly, it was forbidden
to be taught, or even mentioned, in any summary of Education.
But the only effect of the prohibition was to stimulate the in=
terest pf the public and the booksellers—and imme_diate]y writers
of eminence began to present, in a new point of view; the his-
tory of their country. ~They even .went farther; for aficr re-



1824, . Stal-ility of the French Government. »  ° 537

publishing the writings of Mably, they published tne ‘original
works from which their materials had been obtained. The Go-
vernment; perceiving that, in spite of all their efforts, intelligence
‘was gaining ground among men of mature agg, then endea-
voured to prevent as much ag possible its operation on youth ;
and “he notable plan they took was worthy of its objeet.
They decided, that childron placed in schools, and who were
in the practice of spending Sundays with their relatives, should
ouly be allowed to visit them once a fortnight, in order to save
them from the contagion of such dangercus society.

The influence, then, which the ruling party possesses by its
monopoly of education, is really lesss extensive than it appears
to be: and, by thehelp of the booksellers, may be said to have

recoiled on itself. The same remark is applicable to the influ-
ence of the Catholic Clergy. During those ages when indus-
try had no existence, when the people were still in a semizbar-
barous state, when every one was eitheran oppressor or op-
presséd, and when the property devolved on the eldest son to
the exclusion of the rest, the Church was an admirable resource
for a large part of the population. It offered to the weak a re-
fuge from oppression ; a subsistence to the younger sons of good
families; and, to those who possessed the slender stock of in-
formation then ‘current, the means of pursuing their fayourite
studies. In the same manner, when the Church had acquired
great influence and riches, ecclesiastical offices might hold out
‘inducements to men of rank or talents. But the Revolution has
produced a remarkable and a permament change in France;—
the clergy no longer form a peculiar body in the state. The
individuals that compose it, are now merely the pensioners of
Government, and their allowances are mot large enough to
tempt their cupidity. The personal security of every other sub-
ject is now placed on the same footing with that of an ecclesi-
astic.  The advancement of industry, the progress of the arts
‘and sciences, hold out to men of good gducatlon and sl%n(_ler
fortrne many means of living. The motives, therefore,_whmh
formerly duced men to adopt the ecclesiastical profession no
longer exist; while the condition of celibacy, which is still at-
tached to it, prevents many from doing so who would otherwise
have been inclined to it. ?
“The consequence of these extensive changes has been, that
. at present the ecclesiastical profes?lon is embraced by few put
peasants and small farmers ; and it is even a matter of some dxﬂi-l
‘culty to find curés and wicaires for all the parishes. The Imperia
administration;, in order o fill its seminaries, was obliged to de-
clare, that every one destinega for ;he Church should be exempt
5 m
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dans la composition; sublime dans la destination, homme,
traste présentent ta formation et ta condition ici bas!
ton domaine, tout ce qui I'habite est soumis 3 tes lgis
zhaine Ymn]snsq ‘d'étres, qui croissant en force et en beauté, for-
ment la c’acora\'tpon et la richesse de l'univers, tous semblent n’avoir .
regu leurs attribtts brillans, -que pour I'en faire hommage; la peti-
sée congoit, atteint, discerne tout . . ~ « la main a le pouvoir de fa->
conner tout. Une architecture semblable preside a la formation
de tous;; chez tous de longs ruisseaux de pourpre circulent dans des
canaux pareils, le soleil reflechit de méme ces rayons dans I'ceil de
tous les hommes ;—en tous temps—en tous lieux—Ileur esprit 5’ouvre
aux mémes connoissances et aux mémes verités,’ &e. &c.

This may do very well in a sermon ; but it is certainly mis-
placed in a work which treats of the Holy Alliance and its
1,500,000 bayonets. His declamation is also in bad taste, be-
cause it is brought to support what is not true; as we could
easily prove, if it were worth while. =M. de Pradt seems
to have taken Rousseau for his model; but an imitation
which is limited to style is worth nothing. His work, how-
ever, contains some good chaptérs.> He states very well, for
instance, the progress which the people have made in intelli-
gence, notwithstanding all the obstdcles which have been op-
posed to them, #nd the services which philosophy has render-
ed to mankind, in spite of the persecutions it has undergone.
He explains very satisfactorily, too, how the men whom he
styles Liberals hold the same opinions without forming a party.

¢ Le liberalisme est un parti, comme lair et la lumiere qui sont
partout, qui influent surtout, sans plan, sans chef, sans direction
commune, mais par leur nature propre. Le liberalisme etant une
tendance vers les rectifications sociales doit”agir comme les verités
demontrées, comme lefont les choses intellectuelles et morales. Clest
ainsi qu'il agit sur I'esprit humain. Quand on decouvrit la circula-
tion du sang,'la fixité du soleil, la mobilité de la terre, la verité
nouvelle penetra dans un grand nombre d’esprits; formaient-i% pour
elasun parti? Galiléo etait-il un liberal? Ses adversaires com-
posés des anciennes ecoles et des possesseurs de pouvoir, formaient
evidemmentain parti ; mais les nouveaux convertis, ou nouveaux croy-
ans, n’en formaint pas un, repandus comme ils etaient sur la surface
d@c I'Europe, n’ayant ni centre d’action, ni d’autre liaison que celle
de I'opinion. Ce qfl se passa alors se renouvelle de nos jours; de
meilleures notions se forment sur l'ordre social, en tout pays, en
toute condition ; elles ont penétré, elles ont frappé les hommes par
leur evidenGe; ceux ci ont appris & comparer leur état avec celui
des hommes gui vivent dans un autre ordre de sociabilité ; ils'ont
desité s’associer au bonheur dont ils sont les semoins. Je vois la
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