

















OR, BELL'S COURT AND FASHIONABLE MAGAZINE.

——

tract from' wit, and that as much talent of

every kind may be found in the supporters |

of our faith as in the advocates of infide-

Mr. Cumberland when time shall have
withered the laurels of literary as of more
hercic fame.—Mr. Cumberland has here
done Lis duty.

The mother of Mr.. Cumberland, and

daughter of Bentley, was the Pheebe of |

Byron's celedrated pastoral, “ My time,
O ye Musss, was happily spent,” &ec. Mr.
Cumberiand gives us a pleasing descrip-
tion of this lady. She appears by his ac-
count to have been well worthy of the love
of Byron, and, what is perhaps much more,
of being the motlker of Cumberland. M.
“Cumberiand will see that we are willing
enough to do jgstice to his merits, we only
request that he will leave it for us to do,
and not become the eulogist of himself.

There is an infinite deal too much of the
early life and early years of Mr. Cumber-
lapgd. He is here loguacious in the ex-
trerie.  We find the more difficulty in
pardoning this as Mr. Cumberland must
so well know that it is perfectly unpardon-
able. Froma country school Cumberland
was removed to Westminster, the alma
mater of so many of our first men. His
life here passed like that of other boys in
the same situation, but Mr. Cumberland
seems of a different opinion, for he ex-

_ pends nearly fifty pages in relating his

~ school-boy frolics; he should remember
that his readers would, in all probability,
not be school-boys.—W hat care they how
often he was flogged, or what was his
week-money.

This is not al.—Mr. Cumberland is not
satisfied with relating his school-boy acts,
he must likewise -advance one step further
in his puerilities, and relate his thoughts
and transmit his writings; he gives us half
adozen quarto pages of a continuation of

~ Romeo and Julict, a tragic drama, written
when twelve years old. We are here in-
clined to address him in the words of a
celebrated Italian wit, upon an occasion

exactly similar:—¢ My dear friend, you
must pardon me if I have no wish tohear

at forty, what you wrote when
fourteen.” %

The school-fellows of Cumberland, ¢ of
future eminence,” were Vincent, Hinch-

O

you were

“"l‘iﬁ"'e, and Smith, He gives a very just
character of Vincent, but not with that

: | discrimination  which distinguishes his
lity. This is a' praise which will hold |

other portraits in this book. Vincent, the
late head master, and present Dean of
‘Westminster, is thus described by the pen-

| cil of Cumbertand :— :

¢ Vincent, whom I loveas a friend, ahd ho-

.nour as a scholar, has atlength found thatstation

in the deanery of Westminster, which, whilst
it relieves him from the drudgery of the school-
master, keeps him still attached to the interests
of the school, and eminently concerned in the
superintendance and pretection of it. As boy
and man, he made his passage twice through
the forms of Westminster, rising step by step
from the very last boy to the very Captain of the
school; and, again, from the junior usher,
through every gradation, to that of second, and
ultimately of senior master. Thus, with the
interval of four years only devoted to his degree
at Cambridge, Westminster has, indeed, kept
possession of his person, but has let the world
partake with her in the profit of his researches.
Without deserting the post to which his duty had
fettered him, his excursive genius led him ovet
seas and countries far remote, to follow and de-
velope tracts, redeem authorities, and dig up
evidences long buried in the grave of ages, This
is the more to his honour, as his hours of study.
were never taken but from his hours of Tre-.
laxation.”

‘We interrupt this extract to express our
surprize that a writer of the taste and
knowledge of Cumberland should fall into
this puerility of style, this unpardonable
conceit, as to make his staying at home an
antithesis to his being a geographic writer. .
Mr. Cumberland, with all his purity, is .
but too often betrayed into similar errors
upon the part of writing.

‘We proceed with our extract, as it will
exhibit the talents of Mr. Cumberland in
the portraiture of character.

¢« He stole no moments from the instruction
of the hoy to enrich the understanding of the !
man. His last work, smallindeed in bulk, but
.great in matter, was an unanswerable defence of

| public education, by which, with an acuteness

that does honour to his genius, and a candour

that reflects credit upon his heart,——” i

This distinction of acuteness and can-
dour, the one doing honour to bis genius,
the other reflecting credit upon his heart,
is common-place. It is, at best, careless

from the pen of Mr. Cumbeiland, whe
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- Germany,

a8 SUPPLEMENT To LA

BELLE ASSEMDLEES

Count Haugwitz had signed a treaty in De-
cember 1805, by which that power neces-
sarily became our enemy, and by which
she let pass the glorious oppoxt\lmty of
working the salvation of the Continent,
an honour which, whilst the armies of
Austria and Russia were whole, and in
and her own force unbroken,
“she might without much dl(ﬁculty have
accomplished.
Prussia was the arbitress of the fate of
FEurope in December 1505. Shehad only
to have decided for the allies, and have
put herself at the head of the confederacy, |
and, in spite of the treachery of Mack, and
the defeat of Ulm, the baitle of Au@terhtz
would not haye been fought.
The policy of Haugwitz, fatally for Prus-
sia, prevailed at Berlin, and that Power not

only deserted the confederacy, but, if any

thing, acted against it.
- It is not our purpose to enter into a

detail of the general conduct of Prussia, ov |
to dwell upon those artifices by which she |
~ at length disgusted her real friends and |

only useful allles, without gaining over her
enemies.
seizure of Hanover, and the yet more dis-
graceful barter with France of those pro-

vinces which were esteemed the cradle of

the Prussian empire. It is useless to ex-
pose the impolicy of that system which has
at length broken up itself. Suffice it to
| say, that a great change of politics took
" place at Berlin in August last. Haugwitz,
and the peace sycophants and traitors, were
removed, but nottime enough tosave their
country. Prussia, bankruptin honourand

virtue, was lost,—lost to every chance of

safety, before the noble-minded Harden-

burgh succeeded to the management of

her affairs.

The public mind now underweut a sur-
prising revolution. To the fearful, acqui-
escing policy of Prussia succeeded, as in
extremes, the most hasty and passicnate
determination of war. As peace had been
preserved too long, war was now decided
upon too soon. Both extremes have been
equally fatal to this Court.

The French party, with Haugwitz at
their' head, represented that war must
lead to the utter destruction of Prussia, in
exposing her empire to a manifestly un-
equal conflict, and breaking that hitherto

It is needless to dwell on the

almost mdlssoluble bond of alllance
had subsisted so long between the
of Berlin and Paris, and by which Pi
had been benefited to a degree that
raised her to an arbitress of the Ger
Empire, and, under the protection of whi
she must ever remain not only safe, but |
increasing in dominion and glory. They»
added, moreover, the usual ingredients of |
this advice,—a jealousy of Austria, who.
must naturally be gratified in seeing her
rival torn to pieces, or at least maimed, in
this ill-matched contest; and who would
thus, from the natural course of things,
seize the opportunity to compromise mth
France, by abstaining from all assistance
to Prussia, as Prussia, in similar circum-
| stances, had done by her; and by this po-
[ licy would rise to that place in the esti-
mation of France which Prussia had for-
| merly filled. They concluded that Prussia
\ was not, at that period, any wise equal to .
the war; and that neither her owninter-
nalsituation, nor the general aspect of pub-
lic affairs in I‘mope, rendered it a season
favourable for a quarrel with France. Rus-
sia, at an immeasurable distance, however
well disposed, was any thing but an ally.
It was the misfortune of this Power, that
she could seldom reach the stage, till the
curtain had dropt upon the catastrophe.

In regard to England; irritated by the
seizure of Hanover, it would be something:
|| to overcome her disinclination to Prussia, .
even by her evident interest, in having
the Court of Berlin as one of the confede-
rates in a war exclusively her own. This
Court had considered itself as injured its
ambassador was now at the levee of Tal-
leyrand; but granting that it was warmly
disposed towards the Prussian interests, the 4
Continental assistance of England, which
was the only assistance the Comt of Berlin
required, was necessarily tardy, and, from
this cause, ineffectual. EnOIand, indeed,
had money; but the gradual, pecuniary
exhaustion of a campaign, was not so
much to be dreaded. The event would be
decided by a few battles, and not by the
purse of an ally. ‘

Such was the summary of the arguments
of the peace party at Berlin.

The war party, at the head of which, s
we have said, was Hardenberg, suppﬂl‘*?f"‘1
| by the whole influence of Epe Queels
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SUPPLEMENT TO LA DELLE ‘ASSEMTLEE; .

where he took possession of the enemy’s
magazines, and made several prisoners. He
advanced to Plauen on the 10th. Marshal
Ney followed in his rear, at the distance of
half a day's march. :

* On the 8th, the Grand Duke of Berg
(Mmrat) advanced with \_the light cavalry
from Cronach towards Saalburg; ‘he was
attended by the 20th regiment of light in-
fastry. One Prussian regiment appeared
inclined to defend the passage of the Saale;
but after a cannonade of half an hour, ap-
prehensive of being turned, it abandoned
its position.

On the th, the Grand Duke of Berg
advanced upon Schleitz, where a Prussian

" General with 10,000 men was posted. The
Emperor arrived at noon, and ordered the
Prince de Ponte-Corvo, to attack and take
possession of the village, which he deemed
of importance. The Prince disposed his
columns in order, and advanced at their
head. He carried the village, and pursued
the flying enemy. In the course of the
night a great number of prisoners were
taken. Four companies of French light
infantry, which were posted in a plain,
were charged by the Prussian hussars, but
they were repulsed. A Colonel of the
Prussian regiment was among the dead,
two pieces of cannon taken, $00 were made
prisoners, and in the whole 400 men were
killed.

On the 10th, the Prince de Ponte-Corvo
removed his head-quarters to Auma. 'The
14th, the Grand Duke of Berg arrived at
Gora. Lesalle, General of Brigade of the
cavalry of reserve, cut off an escort of the
Prussian baggage. i

The left wing of the French was equally
successful. Marshal Lannes entered Co-
burg on the $th, and advanced against
Grafenthal on the 9th. He attacked, on
the 10th, the advanced guard of Prince
Hohenlohe, which was commanded by
Prince Louis of Prussia. The cannonade
did not last above two hours; it proceeded
only from a half of the division of General
Suchet. The Prussian cavalry was cut off
by the 9th and 10th regiments of hussars.
The Prussian infantry were unable to make
an orderly retreat; part were cut off in a
marsh, the remainder found shelter in the
woods. The French made 1000 prisoners,
600 were left dead on the field, and 50

-

pieces of cannon fell into their he
Prince Louis of Prussia, a brayv
loyal soldier, seeing the rout of his co
opposed himself singly to a Marshal |
Logis, of the 10th. regiment of hu
“ Surrender, Colonel,” said the hus;
“ or you are a dead man!” The Pri
answered by a blow of his sabre; his an
tagonist ran him through the body, o
which the Prince instantly fell dead. His
end was such as he desired, that of a good |
soldier ! T

Neither Dresden nor Berlin were covered |
by an army. Turned on its left, taken in
the fact at the moment when it committed
itself to the most hazardous operations, the
Prussian army at the very outset was placed
in the most critical situatiop. On the 12th
it occupied Lisenach, Gotha, Exfurt, Wei-
mar. The French army occupied Saalfeld
and Gera, and was about to advance to
Naumburg and Jena. ¥

It was at Jena that the battle so fagl to
the Prussian monarchy was fought.~ The
Prussians had committed a grand fault at
the outset of the campaign. Such bhad
been their ardour for war, that the extra-
vagance of their enthusiasm had bewil-
dered their understandings. Not only the
populace, but every description of military
men, from the soldier up to the‘Gegcral
and the King, conceived that they werc
marching out to a triumph, and that it
was a sort of treachery to the common.

cause to admit the smallest doubt of vi<_.‘:
tory.

Under this delusion they issued ovts
rather resembling an army of barbarians,
than troops educated in the school of the
Great Frederick. It was a battle that they
wished to fight, not to conducta campaign-
They collected their whole force ’_almost
inte one mass, and were prepared to hazard
the empire on its single success. This kind
of war, which might very well suit an in-
vading army, whose object it should al-
ways be, to spread a panic by aﬁrst-and
leading victory, was the most pernicious
system that could be adopted by a country
which had to defend herself, and whose
duty it was rather to multiply her chances
by being prepared for repeated battless
than to reduce them to a single throw
Such, however, was the error of the Prus-

sians, that they made no pI_'O%ision but {7
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