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LA BELLE ASSEM

ver oak-leaves; draperiesof fawn-coloured crape,

with a rich . Mosaic of brilliant  stars; border of | :
| mounted with a very superb ¢iara of diamondsj

silver leaves, intermixed with silver leaveslooped

up with zephyr trimmings and rich border and |
tassels; tramn of fawn-coloured twist, with a rich |

border, the same as the petticoat.—Head-dress,
diamonds and feathers.

" Countess TEmMpLe —Her Ladys}'\ip’S dress was |

much admired for richness, elegance, and taste.
She wore three yards of diamonds, valued at

90,0007, on her dress, besides those on her head |

and neck. :

Countess FirzwirLiam.—A white crape pet-
ticoat, grounded entirely over in Mosaic pat-
tern, richly embroidered in gold spangles; a
double  drapery, with a rich Grecian  border,
fastened with gold cord and tassels; pocket-
holes superbly trimmed with gold; train of
brown satin, trimmed round with gold fringe ;
body and sleeves ornamented with point lace
and diamonds; head-dress, neck-lace, and ear-
rings of diamonds.

g Countess of PemrrET.—DBress of white crape,
~ elegantly trimmed with draperies of the same,
tastefully ornamented with white satin, and loops

‘of beads, and terminated with handsome bead,

cord, and tassels.—Robe of white satin, trimmed

with lace and beads.

Countess CoorEr—Wore a petticoat of white
satin, embroidered with silver drapery, in waves
of silver spangles, with a fringe of Maltee silver
ornaments. Body and train of blue velyet, em-
broidered with silver. Coronet head-dress of
feathers and diamonds. :

Countess BARRYMORE—White crape petti-

. coat, elegantly embroidered with gold spangles,
intermixed with satin, the pocket-holes orna-
mented with an entire new gold trimming, gold
cord and tassels Train of gold velvet, trimmed
with gold. Body and sleeves, ornamented with

"point lace ; head-dressof feathers and diamonds.

Countess of USBRIDGE.—A Beautiful white

crape embroidered dress in drapery, with wreaths
of green ivy leaves, and rich gold sprigs. The
drapery edged with sable and point lace; the
dress was most.complete, and greatly admired :
body and train of green satin to correspond.

Countess of CARDIG AN.—A most magnificent
embroidered brown Velvet petticoat, in draperies
composed of beautiful shaded roses, with rich
vandyke border ; on the left side rich gold chains,
cords and tassels; the sleeves, body, and train,
were dll correspondent. Her Ladyship’ dress
had an uncommon fine effect.

Lady CAroLINE W ALDEGRAVE.—A rose-co-
lour crape petticoat, with a beautiful black velvet

applique drapery and borders tied up with sitk
cords an{ tassels, *

oriental style; broad border, embruidered in sil- |

~ — = - i i 2 TR
Lady GrexviLLE.—Head-dress, a large bean®

tiful ostrich plumage, the feathers most tastefully

50 b T

arranged, with a bandeau of ruby velvet, sur-

the plumage encircled by a rich diamond chain,
passing over the top of the tiara; under the
tiara appeared the hair in ringlets before, and
fixed behind by an elegant diamond comb ; m\m’d‘
the neck was a diamond necklace, with rows of
pearls, and a diamond cross: body, ruby velvet,
richly embroidered in silyer; the sleeves and
train of‘the,same, not embroidered, but trimmed
with point lace ; the petticoat, white satin, em-
broidered with large silver flowers, surmounted
with three draperies; the first and third of ruby
velvet, and the middle one of satin; all mag-
nificently embroidered in silver, declining in a
circular direction, from the top of the petticoat
on the right, to the bottom of the petticoat on
the left; each drapery having besides a large
silver fringe. The fout ensemble was the most
superb and tasteful we saw at Court, and could
only be equalled by the graceful and elegant form
of her Ladyship. ‘
Lady WiLLiam RusseLL—A very rich and,
elegant dress; white satin petticoat with broad
silver tassel fringe round the bottom ; white
satin draperies  very richly studded with demi-

beads of silver, bordered round with deep silver

tassel fringe, supported and enriched with a cu-
rious snake rope and tassels of silver; train white
satin, trimmed round with the same tassel-
fringe; body and sleeves richly embroidered in
silver. :

Lady AnNe Curtrine Smrte.—Petticoat of
French pink crape, embroidered in broad wreaths
of tulips in French pearls; train of rich French
pink satin, embroidered in pearls to'correspond

with: -the petticoat —Head-dress, bandean of

knotted -pearl, high plume, pale pink feathers
mounted in the military style. Her Ladgship
wore a Queen Elizabeth’s ruff in Brussels lace,
which had quite a new effect.

Lady HawkEe.—A superb dress of violet velvet,
embroidered with gold, lIooped up with ropes of
gold beads, fastened with arrows; body and train
richly embroidered to correspond.

Lady M.W 4 rorLE.—Petticoat of white crape,
richly embroidered in silver, interlined with amber
sarspet and ornamented with Amerivan roses.
'I“rmr’: and body of rich white satin and point and
silver, trimmed with swansdown. Head-dress,
feathersand diamonds,

Lap¥ Mavoress,—White crape petticoat,
embroidered with gold, tied up in draperies, with
rich cords and tassels; white satin body and train,
with a border to correspond with the draperi€s.

Fler Ladyship’s dress was neat and elegant in the
extreme,
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sa SRR ‘LA BELLE ASSEMBLEE; - ¢ >
e have perhaps inspired them [| such abject slaves to this tyrant as the French.

this inconstancy which, it is true, they carry to
excess, with respect to objects of.ornament or
dress, reflects more severely perhaps on our leyity
than on theirs. They are afraid to appear the
same, because they are rather distrustful of our
constancy ; they renew themselves, ‘as it were,
every day, in order to furnish fresh reasons for
our homage; they attempt to fix us by our in-
coustancy itself, and are well aware that they
must proceed by leaps and bounds, to keep pace
with the heart of man.

I cannot venture to affirm that this motive is
the only cause of the instability of the fashions,
many other causes are sometimes combined with
it, and are less flattering for our sex; butlet us
preserve at least, if possible, the happy illusion,
which frequently forms the most genuine portion
“of our pleasures.

For my part Tam fully convinced that when
the men become less frivolous, the women will
be less inconstarit. The object of women is to
Please, and their nice discernment ‘gives them a
perfect knowledge of what is calculated to afford
Us pleasure. The means they employ are there-
fore deduced from our particular inclinations, as
the bait which conceals the perfidious hook is
always adapted to the taste of the fish which is

intended to be caught. If women make mis-/

takes, it is not in the theory, but sometimes,
- we shall presently see, in the execution
draw false conclusions from a true principle.
Some authors have sung the praises of fashion,
considering it in an economical and political
view ; they have beheld in it an interesting and
productive branch of commerce, a real gold mine,
advantageous to all the states that can work it
with skill, an increase of luxury necessary for
~the general circulation—but these writers are
mistaken. .
Much, both of good and bad, has been ad-
vanced concerning luxury,

as
they

and were we to col-

lect all that has been said of it by its partizans

and its enemies, we should find that the argu-
ments in its favour are perhaps inferior in strength
to those that have been produced against it; but
we have already treated of the luxury of the sex,
and therefore it is not in that point of view thas
we shall uow consider fashion,

In our enquiry concerning fashion, we shall
examine only the tyrannieul power which it ex-
ercises over us, and which, as I have already ob-
served, fascinates our €yes to such a degree as to
cause us to discover charms in objects which we
ha§ condemned, and to make us despise what
once appeared enchanting—a foible of a mnost

extraordinary nature, and which has at al] times
been an object of censure,

Itis universally admitted, that no nation are

| This brings to my recollection a ‘very curious

caricature. A painter had represented the dif-
ferent nations of the world in the costume of thejr
respective countries;’ but the Frenchma
naked, and had a bundle under his arm ;
derneath the painter had written these
““ As this man changes his fashion every n'l_,f)‘m,
we have given him the stuff, that he may gefit |
made up in any fashion he pleases.” T
The artist probably borrowed this idea from

an Italian book, printed a great many years ago,

in which is related the following anecdote :—A
fool walked stark naked through the streets carry-
ing a piece of cloth under his arm ; being asked
why he went without clothes, as he had mate- *
rials for'making them, he replied, ¢ I am wait-
ing to see when the fashions will stop, because [
will not have the cloth madegup into a dress
which in a short time I should not be able to
wear, on account of some new fashion.”

This love of change is of very ancient datein

the neighbouring kingdom of France; Mon-
taigne reproaches his countrymen with it, and it
Is of the French that he says, I complain of
their particular indiscretion, in suffering thém-:
selves to be so exceedingly duped and-blinded by
the authority of present usage, as to be capabls
of changing their opinion and ideas every monthy
if it should so please custom, and of judging so
differently of themselyes 5 when they wore the
busk of their doublets at the brpast; they pro-
duced foreible reasons for maintaining that it was
in its proper place; a few years afierwards, when
it was removed down to between the thighs,
they ridiculed the former fashion, as absurd and
not to be endured. The present mode of dress
cause them immediately to condemn the former,
with such unanimity that you would say, it must
be some kind of madness which thus deranges
their understandings ; because our changes are
5o sudden and so rapid in this respect, that the
invention of all the tailors in the world would not
be able to farnish novelties enough.”

What would Montaigne say were he to come
to life again, and to see to what a pitch this ridi-
culous love of novelties, this general propensity
for change, has arrived, were he to behold his
countrywomen engaged in varying without any
other motive than that of variation ; dressing to-
day in a different manner from what they did
yesterday, not to appear ‘better, but merely for
the pleasure of appearing otherwise ; abandon-
ing a handsome costume, not to make way for
vne still more handsome, but to adopt one which |
nobody ever saw before !

But Fashion has exterided her empire in France
ina very ‘different manner. Not content with
dictating laws to the Graces, with prescribing the
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