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blish a French theatre, but it did not meet with |
success. The Spanish plays are reckoned good
of their kind, which is totally different from ours.
The Italian Opera is generally very bad; the
great ladies here have a custom of sclecting an
actress or dancer, which they in a great measure
adopt, and overwhelm with presents, consisting
of money, dress, trinkets, &c. There isa sort of
grotesque dancers that are always introduced in
bullets, and are frightfully ridieulous; they dis-
play fedts of strength and agility that sstonish,
but do not at all please, and are, in my opinion,
a disgrace to a royal theatre; they, however, meet
with much applause from the common people.
The Opera-house is rather a fine building, but
is, as well as the other two, but very poorly
lighted.
. The Court remains all the winter at Madrid;
at the end of April thiey depart for  Aranjuez,
syhere they continue till the beginning of July;
when they return to Madrid; in the moath of
_Angust they again quit it for St. Ildephonse, or,
as it is also called, I.a Grange; and about No-
vember repair to the Escurial, where they remain
till the fifteenth of December. There are few
places of consequence at court, and their emo-

with which his father had infected the environs
of Madrid. > ;
The King possesses some very beautiful Anda-
Jusian horses; but he generally malkes use of
mules. : : J

< % .l %
About twenty years since, a very strange cus-

tom was established at court to celebrate Christ-
mas; itis the Nasimiento, which signifies; the
birth: There is in the interior of the paldce an
immense wooden hall; for several months pre-
vious to Christmas, workmen are employed to
build in this place a country in miniature. Thou-
sands of wax figures, of about one foot in height,
all clothed in the costume of their country, are
here displayed; these ate wonderfully well ex-
ecuted. There are also mumerous habitations,
Roman edifices, rivers, fleets, in short, a whole
country, the horizon of which (like reality) ap-

pears to touch the heavens. The intention of

the inhabitants is to rejoice at the birth of
our Saviour. The Magi, with numerous fol-
lowers, aré seen going to present their offerings
to Christ. Thousands of wax Cupids; artfully
placed, shed a mild, yet brilliant light; over the
whole. The Nasimiento is so very extraordinary,
that it is impossible, unless it be witnessed, to

Juments are but small. The royal children’s
governess has only a salary of five hundred pounds
per annum, which does not give a very. exalted
idea of theriches of this court. The Prince of
Asturias’ wutor, at first, refused this situation;
saying he was not rich enongh. There are few
ladies of condition attached to the court; they
are in the right, as their own establishments
nearly equal the Queen’s, The great sometimes
fill the first stations in the army, without, how-
ever, going upon actmal service, as in other
countries ; those who do so in Spain are second-
rate gentry. - Officers are obliged to appearalways
in uniform. The nobility only go to court on
gala days, such as birth-days, and the anniver-
saries of the royal family’s marriages j then the
ladies are covered with gold, silver, and various:
ill-chosen ornaments. On these occasions all
who have a place at court, even his Majesty’s
gardener, and all the nobility that are present,
pat one knee to the ground and kiss the hands of
all the royal family ; ambassadors alone are ex-
empt from this custom.

The King has six hundred body guards, who
form three companies, the Spanish, the Flemish
(or French), and the Italian. He has besides
these, tworegiments of guardss the Spanish, that
is kept in very bad order, and that of the Val-
1(mcs'Gu:\rdes, composed of Frenchmen. The
h_‘fe ?\ing of Spain passed the greatest part of his
life in hunting; the present King is also- very
fond of this exercise, but he destroys the game

form a just idea of it. It is exhibited for about
fifteen days ; the King invites all those he pleases
shouldsee it. It is said that-the Nasiniento costs
every year neatly thirty thousand pounds.

On the tenth of April we left Madrid, with
the court, for Aranjuez, situated about twenty-
one miles from Madrid. The countryis trifly
delightful ; the palace is fine, and centains many
good paintings, particularly portraits. There is
a very large onecalled the beheading of St. John,
but which is in reality the representation of the
death of CharlesII. All the personages may be
easily recognized, such as Philip IV. the Queen;
thé Grand lnquisitor, Charles II. and many
others,

The village of Aranjuez is built after the Dutch
style; thatis to say, the houses have only one
story, and the streets are ornamented with
four rows of trees: Aranjuez is situated in the:
middle of a valley flled with trees, and flowery
meadows watefed by the Tage, which is, how=
ever, unfortunately not very fine, being not far
from its source; the hills are barren, but the
tall trees hide them almost from the view. There
are several royal gardens, such as that of the
Island, and the Prince’s.
sive island filled with lofty trees, which preclude
the light of the sun; in some of the walks basons
and statues are found, which make it resemble
our gardens. That of the Prince is also very
extensive aad very pleasant, it contains some

foreign trees, and an astonishing number ok’
: W <

The first is an exten= .
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and the sick, accompanied by a surgeon, and a
sister of the Hospital of Charity.

We know that Helvetius was persecuted for
A person high in office
wrote to his wife to engage her to obtain from
the philosopher a g}isgraceful retraction.  She
rejected his proposal like a courageous womau,
resolved to leave her country, if necessary, ra-
ther than persuade him to act against his con-
stience. :

A lady of fashion said, s;iénk‘x‘ng of Madame
Helyetius and of her husband : ¢ Those people
do not pronounce the words—my husband, my
wife, my children, as other people do.”

Afrer her husband’s death, the estate which i
had been the scene of her benefactions passing || which she appeared to pay no attention, she
into other hands, she removed to Auteuil, a-

itile village near Paris, with an income of ||

about a thousand pounds sterling.” She then

- resolved toretire from the world, and to establish ||

as agreeable a residence as her moderate revenue
would allow.
seek for pleasures from home, but she found she
was more than rich enough to offer pleasures at
home ; sherenounceda numerous acquaintance,
and attached herself to her friends.

She bestowed her bounty very .l'\berally ‘on
animals ; to render a sensible being mere happy
was in her a want; her house was become
for the last ten years an assemblage of petty
republics of animals, of which she was the
Providence. On seeing her converse with her
dogs, her cats, and her birds, one would have
thought she had some particalar kind of intel-
lectual intercourse with them, as was really the
‘case between her kindness and their gratitude.
When she talked about their eagerness, their
caresses, and their expressions of love for her,
ene might have fancied La Fontaine was speak-
ing, perhaps with an additional charm ; for he

painted the character of animals, she painted

whatever was goad in their souls.

She was no longer rich enough to ||

Whether from the abundance of her sentiments,
or from the frankness natural to good people,
she told every thing that came into her head;
"she was celebrated far her ingenuousness,

Although she knew nothing, and did not re-
flect upbn any thing she said, she always jleased,
and sometimes instrueted ; her house was always
| filled with distinguished men 5 Laroche, Cabanis, -

and Gdilom, closed her eyes; Dr. Franklin came
every day to see her; the Abbé Morellet, during
ten years, passed t.hree days in. the week with

{| ber; M. Turgot loved her greatly ; Champfort, -

jone cf the most celebrated mudern men of genius,
! took extreme pleasure in her conversation. Fre-
| quently in the midst of profound discussiens to

utrered exclimations and words from the heart,
which shewed her own good principles, puzzled
sophistry, and at once established the question
on its true basis. =

| She was the happiest of women, for she-was
| the woman who Joved miost ; 3 she felt her happi-
ness, she was continually boasting of it, and even

a few days before her death she exclaimed, “be- -
hold my friends.”

Her last words were addressed to Cabams, whe
was kissing and pressing her already cold’ hands,
calling her his good mother. She answered, 1
am always so.”

She died in her eightieth year, at Auteuil, on
the 12th of August, 1860.

She was buried in her garden.—¢ You do ot
know,” said she one day when she was walkmg
/in it with Bonaparte, ¢ how much happiness
may be found on three acres of land.”?

Those who' inherit this garden may say, on
recollecting ber who delighted in it, the friends
who there so frequently conversed with her, and
the great men who visited her,—¢¢ You do not -
know with how many sweet and melancholy
memorials three acres may be peopled.”

5

O‘Q EPISTOLARY STYLE, AND ON \’IADA\IE DE SEVIGNE
[ Concluded ﬁ'om Page 1"3]

W shall give 3 specimen of her epistolary
talents, which may be understood by the English
reader, by quoting some passages sclected at ran-
dom from her Letters.

After having given an account of the sudden
death of M. de Louvois, she says:—‘“ He is then
no more; that powerful and haughty minister
whose self occupied so much space, and was the
centre of so many things! How many interests
to disintricate, intrigues to follow, negotiations

| to terminate!

Oh! alittle longer time ! T want
to humble the Duke of Savoy, to crush the
Prince of Orange ; another moment!—No, you
shall not have a single moment more, not one.”

¢¢The liberty which Death takes to interrupk
Fortune, ought to console one for not being of
the number of the happy, death appears then
less bitter,”

¢ Long sickness wears out grief, and long coy

‘tinued hopes wear out joy.”
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struck the pistol from the hand of one of the rob-
bers, snatched the second from his companion,
and fired. The foremost of my antagonists fell.

the others. There were still four left; but pro-
bably 1 should have found employment for them
all for a short time, had not aloud whistle from
one of the robbers brought three others to the
spot; farther resistance would in this case have
been madness, accordingly when they called to
me a second time to surrender, F'complied ; they
promised to spare my life. Lemptied my pocke(cs,
which contained but amere trifie

- ““Hu! exclaimed one of my plunderers, € it
was wotth our while truly to give ourselves all
this trouble and to have our leader badly wound-
ed into the bargain! Upon my soul you deserve
to have your skull split for your pains "—He
made a motion with his cutlass as. though he was
abouc to do what he mentioned, and 1 stood my
ground. On your word, said I, have I surren-
dered my arms;  give me them again and let me
tike my chance. What you think little is no-

thing less than all T possess in the world, and yet
at one time I commanded a hundred such fellows' |
as you.—My resolute tone and the equivocal

nature of my addiess, produced an effect upon
them. They conversed together in a gibberish

which 1 did not understand, and looked at the

, wounded man who appeared to be in the agonies
of death. € Itisan unexampled favour,’ said one
. of them . ¢ for us to spare your life. But tell us
who you are.)-—| saw no reason for concealment,
and acquainted them with the circumstances
which I have just related to you. Their gibberish
again began, and continued for some minutes.
“You see yourself, at length,’ said the most
violent ef them, ¢ what you have done and what
you have to fear. Nothing but respect for your
courage induced usto offer you quarter, and now
'you must shew yourself worthy of it. According
to your own account you have not much to Jose;
- you have now an opportunity by which much
may be gained. We are fond ofbrave men ; will
you be our companion, or . They brandish-
ed their cutlasses with a menacing air. No, re-
plied I resolutely.”
¢ Nor yet our Captain? Our number when
we are all assembled amounts nearly to forty ;
Qur posts are lucrative, and our magazines are
full; you have headed freebooters in war; we
are the same, only braver, to a certainty, than
they, and are likewise at war with all the world,
it is true, but what signifies that? You are little,
or not &t all, beholden to the world ; resolve then
quickly, or 3

“ 1 was on the point of replying in the nega-
tive, 25 L had done before, but I cannot deny that
the sight of the drawn cutlags made a deeper im-

| pression the nearer they approuched. Contempf‘

of life is powerfully felt only in the first moments

: of enthusiasm, and batred, excited by the ingra«
I drew my cutlass and defended myself against

titude of mankind, ifit has once found a place:
in the beart, may easily be strengthened by the
eloguence of a robber. In shart, after insisting
on some conditions with which they complied, T
yielded to necessity, and became their Captain,
which 1 still am, as you sec. Now tell me, dear
Count, with the same candour as I have related
my history; what yow think of all this, and what
you would have done, had you been in my
place.” ;

¢ What 1 would have done in your place !
replied the Count, ¢ probably the very same as
you did. How decply your fite has affected me
my countenance must have informed you at dif-
ferent parts of your narrauve. You remain my
friend, 1 find, wherever you may be ; anl as for-
tune decrned that 1 should once fall itto the
hands of mbbers, I have reason to rejoice, on my
own account, that you are their €Captain. But
| tell me, I conjure you, what is your plan for the
future >

 What you may easily guass.”

€ Not surely to continue. in  your  present
course?”

€“Noj but at least 'till I can not only escape
unmolestcd from my comrades, but likewise wn.h
a tolerably full purse.”

“ But do you consider what fate awaits you
in case you are discovered, attacked, and over=
powered £

A severe one, to be sure; but after all, per-
haps, not death. Compulsxon excuses muchy
and anothcr urcumstance excuses me, at least to
my own consciénce.’

€ Aund what is that?” :

¢¢ So extraordinary is the Jot of man, that even
among robbers he may do much good if he
pleaSes 5 these wretches who are used to consider
nothing as sacred, religiously keep their word
with each other. To me they swore implicit
obedience, and that prince who had only ten
thousand subjects so faithful, would be nearly
omnipotent on earth. When I came to them I
found almost all their hands polluted with hu-
man blood. It was not in my power to wash
out these horrid stains; but my efforts to pre-
vent a repetition of such atrocities have hitherto
been' crowned with success, and shall still be
exerted for the same purpose. I have already
saved at least twenty human lives; my example’
has restrained them from the commission of many
barbarities, and this house, which' every week
used to be the grave of some unfortunate person,
has been for these six months only a rendez=
vous for dividing our plunder and our peaceful
asylum." . i
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