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directed by the throw of dice.
The observations made during these
eompulsory moves appear to have
suggested the pginciples of volun-
tary Chess; which was probably
substituted for the older game of
chance, in consequence of the pre-
valence of a superstitious opinion,
authorized in the Institutes of
Menn, and correhorated in ‘the
Koran, that games of hazard are
coutrary to religious duty. The
name Chaturanga, or four-coruers,
was given to this reformed game,
and remained attached to it after
-the subsequent amendment of con=
solidating ‘the allied armies, aud
reducing the players to two.
D'Hertielot tells us that a Bra-
min named Sissa, the son of Daher,
whom Arabian writers call Nassir,
invented the game of Chess for the
awusement and instruction of King
Bebram.  Whether this be the
Vyasa of Sir William Jones, who
lett rules for playing the old Che-
turanga, some future orientalist
may ascertain. It may be, how-
ever, that the Hindoos invented
ouly the Chaturanga, and the Per-
siaus devised the admirable altera-
tion of reducing the players to twe.
This conjecture reposes on the
etymological indications that Cha-
tyranga is a Sanscrit word adopted
by the Persians in the form Chat-
rang, as the name of Chess;
whereas the piece, which which we
call the gueen, bas the native Per-
sian appeliation ferx, vizir. Now
the primitive Chaturanga of the
Hindoes had no vizirs; each of
the four arnjfes consisting of eight
figures headed by a king. Surely
it is reasonable to imagine that
those, who have named this piece,
introduced it. We may add that
Chess, in its present form, when
pl-.\yed by the I‘Iii‘id()()s, borrows
Perflun technical terms. Lieute-
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nant Moor, in his

Detachment of the Mahratta
(1704), relates that he pl:

ayed at
Chess against four Brawins in &
pagoda, and that they pronounced
the final Shali mat, (these ave Pers
sian words) with the most polished
gentleness. e )

Sir William Jones is of opinion =
that Chess was invented byone ef-
fort of some powerful genius; that
it was created by the first inten-
tion;’ and that it sprang, like |
Pallas, full-grown, from the head
of tbe great contriver ; others con<.
sider a progressive formation to be-
far more analogous to the usual
«course of natare; -and that they
have indicated with probability
some of the leading steps in the
interesting: series. One deserves
farther contemplation. The Hol-
landers have a game which they
call Malay draughts, and which
they imported from the EastIndies.
In this game, the pawns move
diagonally, and take strait for-
wards; there: are crowned pieces
for the beginning, whichtake back-
wards and forwards; and @ triple
crown is acquired with a further
privilege, like that of the chess-
rook, on reaching the extremerow
of the board. This game seems to!
Ppreserve a trace of one of the in=
térmediate steps between Draughts
and Chess ; it is played with five
queens and ten pawns, on a board
of a hundred squares. If we had
not the evidence of history, ad-
duced from Vyasa by Sir William
Jouts, that Chaturanga was orf-
ginally played with dice, we might
not have inférved that Chess had °
heena game of chance in any part
of its progress.

The ecarly metrical romances of
Europe_ascribe mach proficiency
in Chess to the knights of Arthur,
and to the paladins of Ch-arlemag‘!;?:
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they are made to look with ~con-
tempt not only on the magic of
prayer, but on the miracles of for-

tune. Now hutan life, like whist, .

is made up of chavce and skill;
" and, though it is woith fvhile to
learn the play, yet sowetimes the
cards, and sometimes the partner,
will disappoint the wisest efforts.
A mixed game prepares the mind
to compliment prosperity with the
praise of skill, and to console ad-
versity with the notice of its uas-
lacky deals: but Chess, where wis-
dom always wins, may lead to that
insalent obduracy which worships
sucecess with unqgualified admira-
- tion, and pelts every child ef ruin
“with the nickname, ¢ fool,” If
ithe laws of nature were not too
complex for us to calculate their
individual results, not only super-
stition would expire, but pity glso
among men ; and is there 1o room
for apprehending that an exclusive
and persevering application to this

game, in which every situation is.

- the obvious result of unswerving
Jaws, may favour a turn of mind
that is more welcome in the ma-
gistrate thau in the neighbour?
Against inconsistency in our ex-
pectations, however, Chess is a
powerful antidote,
It is yelated of Philidor, who
excelled all the London players,
that og the 20th of June, 1705, he
waited by appointment on: the
Tarkish Awbassador, played six
gaues against him, .and lost them
all.  The Turk had made the con-
dition that his queen, as is usnal at
.Constan_(iuoplc, should " have the
knight's move, and this put Phili-
dor out of his comhinations.. It is.
fatther stated, in the narrative of
DMr. Twiss, that the Turkish Am-
- bassador ohjected to use Philidor's
sanlptured figares with - horses’
beads, and produced picces made
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by the turner, whic ‘near
resembled one another,  The Turk
stipulated this last cendition out
ofsuperstition. Chess is probibit--
ed in the Koran : but the Moham-
medan clergy, finding it impossible
to extirpate the game, wished t
discover its compatibility with the
faith ; and they accordingly ar-
gued that Mobammed’s ohjeetion
to Chess was founded onits idola-
trous character. The playersused
‘images, which it was even for-
bidden to make, and which might
easily restore the use of teraphim
or pocket-gods. Having giveht
-this  opinion, _they permitted a
Chess which was played with plain
pleces. s ; i =
We are aware with how howed
aneck, with how crouching astep,
in how humble an attitude, a man
should approach a mufti; with
how hesitating an accent, and how
faultering a tongue, he should
venture to differ from him : hut, if
we may trust our version of the
‘Koran, and the collocation of the
prohibition there among  those
which are given against ganies of
chance, we should rather Jean to
the doctrine that Mohampmed for-
bad Chess not as ‘an idolatrous
.game, but as a game of hazard;
@nd we draw from the prohibition
this curious farther inference, that, -
at the time of the publication of
the Koran, Chess was still a game
of chance, and existed only in the
form called Chaturanga.  This
prohibition in the Koran so ex-
actly coincides with the period at
which' the Perstans dropped tb-e
use of dice at Chaturanga, tl!at it |
evidently occasioned the reform;
and thus the’ Uuitarian . propbet
may himself be considered as hav-
ing made the greatest practical
improvement in Chess, which that
noblest of garyes has received t{;
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that men possessed of hearts thus
warm will not regard with indif-
ference their native land. Intruth,
so strong is their love for every
Russian {or ratlier Cossaque) that
an officer assured e, he had seen
in some part of Germany, his Cos-
sacks alight and kiss the foot prints
of the horses of some of *heir
countrymen who had rvecen:lv
passed the same road they twere
travelling.. The Jove the Cossack

hears his horse is proverbial; nor
is it surprising that the faithifuf

animal, that has carried him from

the banks of the Don to the Weser,

that has borne him safe and vic-

torious from so many fields, that

has shared all his dangers and com-
forts, his table, and his couch,

should be to the Cossack an object

of the warmest affection. For my

“own part, while travelling with
these brave fellows, when 1 consi-

dered that they had left their native

land from the purest patriotism,
and had traversed so many coun-

tries to assist to break in picces the

bonds that enslaved Europe, I
eould never divest myself of a de-
gree of tenderness which I never
felt for any other men who were
strangers to'me; nor, to speak the
truth, could I refuse some portion
of this good-will to their friends
and companions, their trusty steeds.

¢ But this mildness of the Cos-

* sack is only the attribute of peace;

it is but the calmness of the sum-
mer ocean, In the stormy scenes
of the battle you can no more re-
cognise, in the terrible and un-
sparing warrior, the mild being we
bhave described, than you can dis-
‘eover in ““ the howling waste of
mighty waters” any of the soft
ang placid beauties of the wave of
July. Noris their furious prowess
in battle their most valuable qua-*
lity aa soldiers. Their vigilance

‘six or eight feet long.
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and acuteness, their intelligenee i .|
-procuring information, u i

T
indefatigable activity, ate most
conspicuous.  Their wonderful
marchies are universally known,

« In their living, the Cossacks
are very gross, and commit great
excesses in drinking. The quan-
tity of spirits they swallow without
intoxication is truly astonishing. =

“ The camp, or lager, of the
Cosgacks is a curious scene. These
1 saw at Verden and Bremen were
constructed in the following man-
ner :—From the nearest hedge they
cut, with their swords, branches
One end of
these they forced into the ground

at an angle of about sixty degrees, ) |

and continued planting them in
this manner one to another, so as
to form a large circular fold or
pen, leaving a small gap for a door,
These branches they then closely
interwove with straw sufficient to
keep out a moderate degree of wing
or rain. These stakes are inclined -
inwards, and from this circum-
stance, as well as from the quan-
tity of straw they employ, it is ob--
vious that one half at least of this
circle will be tolerably sheltered
from the weather. Around this all
their pikes are stuck in the ground,
and look, at a little distance, like
a @rove of leafless saplings. Their
horses also are stationed close by
them, sometimes tied to a tree, byt
more commonly left loose: for the
Cossack, dearly as he loves his
horse, thinks it quite sufficient that
he fares as well as his master; and
accordingly he also never enterC a
house. [Tn this, too, the habits of
the horse and rider correspond, -
that the horse is never unsaddled
or stripped of dny of his furniture,
any more than his master is of his
manifold fpvestitures. At night they
have always large fires in the mid- |
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tiger crawled along upon the
“ ground like a cat, and jumped upon.
the bull’s back, which.soon brought
the bull down, and then the great
scramble began, the beasts tearing
the bull to pidees, and likewise
- one another. The wolf and the
tiger were next dispatched. The
lion and the bear had a long con-
test. The lion with bis teeth>and
with his claws wounded the bear
in seyeral places, bat could not
penetrate much farther than the
skin. The bear, some how ‘or
ather, took the lion at an advan-
tage, got bim within his gasp,
and gave him such a squeeze as
sijueezed the breath out of his
body. The bear then furiously at-
tasked the trooper’s horse, who
stood grazing all this thile at a
little mstancc and not minding
what had been done; but the horse
with hLis hind leg gave the bear
such a kick upon the ribs, as ‘pro-
veked him into tenfold fury. At
the second attack a second kick,
which fell upon his head, broke
both his jaws, and laid lmn dead
upon the ground. So that, con-
trary to all expectation, the
trooper’s horse remained master of
the field of battle,

Courr oF ExcHEQUER, JAN.
26—Joseph Williams v. Geo. Fred.
Gregory.—In this case an excep-
tion was taken by the Counsel for
the plaintift (Williams) against the
answer of the defendant, on the
ground that it was not full enough.
—On the part of the plamuﬁ, it
was stated, that he became ac-
quainted with the defendant some
time before the year 1803. The
defendant ﬂeqnently -invited him
to his ludmngs, where he instruct-

ed him in the game of backgam--

mon. At first they played for small
sums, not exceeding a shxllmc—-
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- their payment.
_ ther stated, that, by threats of thu

TUpon these occasions, tbq,dgﬁeml-
ant allowed the plainthf

far successful, as to temp
into bets of greater amount; and
the consequence was, t*b ]
lost considerable sums, for whick
the defendant threatened to arr
him, unless he gave security for
The plaintiff fur-

kind, he was induced to pass a bon
far 8001 in the year 1803., He |
again played at the same game with
the defendant, and lost other sums, |
amounting to 348l. for which he
passed three bills, one for 200l. one
for 100l and one for 48l. Upon
these bills, and the bond, he was
after wards arrested, and put i
prison. The plamuﬁ further ex-
cepted to the answer of the dg-
fendant, that he had not t
to lend such sums to the pla
as he was only a marker at a bﬂ-
liard table. The plaintiff stated,
that, when in prison, he gave as a
further security for the payment of
those debts, a warrant of attorney.

The defendant, in his answel,
denied altogether the statementyof
‘the plaintiff. So far from qug
bis instructor, he said, that it was
he who received lectures from the
plaintiff. Hedenied his ever having
been a marker at a bllhald-tublx
He lent the money in question to
the plaintiff, upon]uswpre&ematmu ]
that he was a man of property, w
could, hesides payment, be other-
wise of service to bim. The 348l.
he said, Le lent him in three dlf-
férent sums, and stated, in his an-
swer, the particalar times at which
they were given—but as to the 800l
he could not specify either the par-
ticular- times, or the particular
sums, in which it was lent.

The Court was of opinion,~ that
the answer was not full enough a#

to the 800l .
(e} € g 'PQETRYn.
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