























THE ROYAL HUNT,

To the Editor of the Sporting Ma<
gazine.
SR, 5
IT is with some pleasure that we
foresters saw some remarks in
your last Magazine on the Royal
Tunt, which we have some reason
to wish well, and more so since
. this new establishment has tuken
- place.
- I have known, most intimately,
this Hunt for™ many years, and
- have bad both leisure snd oppor-
tunity of making remarks on its
many defects, the most glaring of
which bave always rested with one
individual, and rather illiberally so,
as will he seen in time. There
were always many defects peculiar-
ly felt in this pack, which I be-
lieveimpossible to amend, even by
this Huntsman, and which were
more nearly counected with the
whole system than a slight ob-
server can understand. The lame-
ness which you allude to in your
last Magazive, as difficult to re-
‘move, has always attended these
-~ hounds, and I am perfectly con-
vinced. it arvises solely from the
- soil and situation of the kennel,

P

- and itis simply a severe attack of

| theumatism, which may seize the
| hound upon an instantin the chase,
| orgoing to the ground. This will

not be in the power of Sharpe to
Temove. ‘

But with all this pother about
hounds and huntsmen, there is a
greater evil attending this esta-
blishment than any yet pointed out,
ad which will always cripple the

whole till one complete reform -

takes place in the department 1 am
about to notice; I mean the Yeo-
_man Prickers. The new stud for
the Hunteman is very proper, and
would his Royal Highness the
Vor. XLI.—No, 242.
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Prince Regent order also a stud
for these poor fellows, he would
show his consideration for the
Huntsto good purpose.. How is it
possible, I would usk any one, can
these men keep two hunters upon
the confined sulary allowed to’
them? T '

not do

work, 1
ifferent qualifi
the man must live in degree
of respect, pay each tax, even for
his hoises, and all this must he
done with 1801, per year. Ishould
not be surprised 1o see some of them
mounted on their forest ponies, or
for want of even that a neddy, be~

fore the season is balf expired.
Nothing is worth doing, if it is
notworth doing well. Why should
it then be put in the power of ser-
vants to half do their duty, when
by adding another half, perhaps,
they would be enabled to do their
employer justice; and themselves
credit, They were once consider-
ed as part of the embellishment of
the Hunt, to add consequence and
pomp to the whole; but thechange
is sadnow. T'his splendid poverty-
like Hunt has long been a ridicule
upon sport in Windsor Forest, and
having heen once so mobly en-
dowed, unfortunately for them, the
same endowment lasts, whilst its
honour, as far as appearance goes,
has long been lost ; for ’tis near a
.century since any change has taken
place of any consequence. How
is it possible that all the pageantry
and activity necessary for 1812,
can be supported with the means
of 1712, when the word yeoman
bereitsproper signification? »They
havenow of necessity sunk from
their application, and the term no
more belongs to them than it doed
to the whipper-in of a parcel®of
. fox-hounds; whose comforts and
adyantages are far above the situa-
H - tion
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tion of these men, It may be
suid, they have but employment
for nine months in the year, and
that their duty calls on thera but
twice a week; this is true, but
then during the whole of that time
their attention must be occupied
with their horses, andafter a month
of liberty past, 'tis necessary to
prepare those horses again for the
ensuing season; in fact, their
claims as tliey now stand, are so
reasonable and so absolutely ne-
eessavy,  if any improvement is
aimed at upon the whole, that I
teel convinced his Royal Highness
would take it into his gracious
consideration, were it properly laid
before him.  For as this huntsman
has merit and opportunity to rec-
tify errors in the kennel, so should
those connected with the hounds
ouly, be able to sccond his exer-
tivns to his wish and their credit.

A FoRresTER,

Nov., 9, 1812:

On Tueslay, the 10th instant,
a fine deer was turned out at South-
hill Park, before his Majesty's
Hounds, as a cemmencement for
‘the season. The deer was given
wbout thirty-five  minutes law,
which is a longer time than usual,
and which is conceived to answer
a double purpose, first saving the
absence of two yeomen prickers to
guide and keep him on, and se-
condly, to give hounds and horses
a better chance in the first burst;
as the quicker the hounds are Jaid
on after the deer has left the cart,
the stronger the scent, consequent-
ly ajgreat cause of this being the
most distressing part of the whole
chase. The next change is also
better,

The ill-contrived method of lay-
Ing the houuds on has long been
deprecated by sportsmen ; for by
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custom they knew the cart, anfl
as soon as let go tney would dush
(0 it and push on at a great rate
in a straight line for a considerable
distance, which baffled the efforts
of the attendants to get them
right. At present the cart is taken,
away, and the hounds draw the
heath for some time; then unsus-

. pecting any trick they cross the

scent, and therefore get quickly
and steadily settled to it. This
has still greater advantages in viesw,
as it is hoped the company will
keep with the hounds at starting,
and not pursue the deer for a mile
ormore by the way of getting for~
ward to be in at a first check. ™

is expressly pointed out to the
riders of horses for the King's
hundred, that unless they start.
with the hounds, they will not be
entitled to veceive a ticket, which
implies a request that gentlemen
should also observe this rule.  Auny
peculiar stile or manner of hunting
when running or in the chase could
hardly be seen.

The aim of all hantsmen is the
same. A fox huntsman wisbes to
kill, and a stag buntsman can wish
but to take ; but in obtaining that

- end his feelivg for the business of

his pack, and his skill in making
bis casts, constitute the chief merit
and difference between one man
and another. The new Huntsman
bears evident superiority over mauy:
in hoth respects; first, being au
excellent vider and good weight,
he is able to be up and see his busi-
ness, and possessing an admirable
voice, his cheer enlivens the hound
and the chase, (of no little advan-
tage to both). His skill was
shown in a few instances to prove

that he is a master of this difficult.

branch.

The day was very bad, and the

deer took oyer the worst country
possible



ssible for a weak pack and new

Jeader, and after a very sharp run

r of two hours, he took reﬁlge among
his old companions in the Great
Park, where it was thought fit to
leave him in consequence of the
Jateness of the hour,

The hounds ook extremely well,
and did their business in good
style, considering the late disud-
vantages under which they mani-
festly laboured. Sharpe was on a
fine ‘horse, which seemed to carry
him well. The yeomen prickers
were much better mounted than

b can be expected. Beckford says,
that often a good whipper-in is pre-
ferable o a good huntsman ; were
these seconds as good as that great
disciple of Nimrod could wish,
their means would ill accord with
their abilities ; and though many
are ready enough to condemn them
enmasse, not one it seems with any
chance of benefiting them, can be
found to step forward in their be-
balf.

COURTS MARTIAL.

& (COPY of a Letter addressed by
f his Royal Highness the Com-

mander in Chief, to General the Earl
of Chatham, K. G. or General Of-
ficer commanding in the Eastern
District, dated

Horse Guards.

My Lorn,—Having laid before
the Prince Regent the proceedings
of a General Court Martial, held at
Chelmsford, on the 18th of October,
1811, and continued by adjourn-
ments to the 15th of November fol-
lowing, for the trial of Captain John
Tord, of the First Royal Surrey;Re-
}vgunent of Militia, who was arraigned
‘! under the under-mentioned charge,
A4 vz j—

i
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“ For having during the whole,
_or a great part, of the period be-
tween the 1st day of January, and
the 1cth of September, 1811, neg-
j!ected to pay his company himself,
in obedience to his Majesty’s orders;
and for having allowed the wife, or
the reputed wife of Serjeant-Major
Allingham, to pay the men of his
company, and provide them with
necessaries, by which  means  the
comforts and interests of the soldiers
were not attended to, the men
charged more than they ought to
have been for necessaries, and sub-
jected to various impositions; such
conduct being highly detrimental to
his Majesty’s}service, and to the pre-
judice of good ‘order and military
discipline.””
Upon which charge the Court
came to the following decision :
¢ The Court are of opinion,
that the prisoner, Captain John
Ford, is guilty of the charge pre-
ferred against him,“in breach of the
Anrticles of War; but taking into
their most serious consideration all
the circumstances detailed in evi-
dence, and the very high and ho-
nourable character given him by his
Colonel and other Officers, do sen-
tence him to be reprimanded, in
such amanner as his Royal High-
ness the Prince Regent, in the name
and on the behalf of his Majesty,
may be pleased to direct ; and far-
ther, to be suspended from rank and
pay for the space of one calendar
month.”” J
I am to acquaint your Lordship,
that under all the circumstances of
the case, his Royal Highness was
pleased, in the name and on the be-
half of his Majesty, to approve the
finding of guilty, and to confirm so |
much of the sentence. of the Court
as adjudgec the prisoner, Captain
Ford, to be reprimanded and sus-
H 2 pended

*
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prejudice of good orderand military
discipline.” « o 2 &
2d.—¢ Forhighly irregular and,
unmilitary conduct, in having, dur-
ing the whole or part of the periods
hetween the 24th of February and
6th of June, 1809, drawn pay (or
" allowed his Pay Serjeant to doso),
for private Joseph Wood, late of
his Company in the 1st Royal

Surrey Militia, although the said

Joseph Wood died on or about the

22d Fehruary, 1809.”

*Upon whick: charges the Court

came to the following decision:

¢ The Court having taken into
their serious consideration the evi-
dence produced by the prosecutor
and prisoner, as well as the defence
and reply, are of opinion, that the
prisoner, Captain Richard Frizell,
15t Royal Surrey Militia, is Guilty
of the charges preferred against
him, in breach of the Articles of
War, and do therefore sentence
him to be dismissed the service;
but in consequence of the good
character given him by his Colonel,
and other Officers of the regiment,
as well as the documwents produced
before the Court, beg leave ta re-
commend him to the clemency of
his Royal Highness the Prince Re-

gent.” *

Tam to acquaint your Lordship,
that® his Royal Highness, was
pleased, in the name and on the be-
half of his Majesty, to approve and
confirm the finding and sentence of
the Court.

Your Lordship will therefore
acquaint me with the day upon
which the sentence is made known
to the prisoner, Captain*Richard

Frizell, as from that day he will .

cease to receive pay in his Majesty’s
service.—I am, &c.
~ (Signed)  FREDERICK,

: Commande= in Chief.
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TWO MURE ACTIONS AGAINST
THE BERKELEY HUNT;

ON the 2d November, .2 writ of
inquiry was executed before the
Sheriff of the county of Hestford,
in a cause in which the Earlof Essex
was plaintiff, and MreRichard Tay-
lor, of BulP’s Lands, near‘/rl:ﬁqhnans-
worth, was defendan o
The Attorney fo
stated<to the Jury, tha
had been” brought by his.
to recover damages for a trespass
committed by the defendant, at
Cashiobury, while  hunting: with the
Berkeley hounds; that though his
Lordship had brought penal actions
against different members of the
Hunt, in some of which he had
consented to take nominal damages,
and though he had by every means
in his power notified that he would
not permit any person who was fol-
lowing the hounds to trespass upon
his lands, still that he was subject to
frequent depredations, and that his
Lordship was determined to take
such steps as would effectually pre-
vent a repetition of these offences.
T'wo witnesses were called, who
proved that they saw the defendant
ride over a field of clover which
isin his Lordship’s occupation, after
he had been warned not to do so.
The defendant’s Attorney, in ad-
dressing the Jury, admitted the tres-
pass, but’stated that the defendant
had inadvertently gone over his
Lordship’s field; that he was in-

" deed ignorant of the lands which

his Lordship occupied ; and he
trusted, thatasno actual damage had
been proved to any extent, the Jury
would not give more than 1s. dama-
g, s .

The Attorney for his Lordship
in his reply, observed, that every

 man while e was hunting procéeded

= at

w
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at his peril, and that he was by the
Taw of the land bound to know and
respeet the properties of others, and
that it had really become a question,
whether his dLordship was tuU be
allowed the undisturbed” possession
of his own lands, or quietly to sub-
mit that the Berkeley Hunt should
participate with him in the enjoy-
ment of hisestate; and he concluded
by hoping, that the Jury would give
such damages as would operate as a
warning to the persons composing
this Hunt in. future.

After the evidence had been
summed up by the Sheriff, the Jury
gave a verdict for 10l. damages.

There was likewise another action
brought by the same plaintiff against
Burgh Leighton, Esq. under the
same circumstances, and the Jury
also gave a verdict for 1ol in this
cause.
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to be a matter of inferior concern-
ment,

Dick England, otherwise Cap-
tain England, for modern conrtesy
admits Captains as well as Esquires,
was, Faber sue fortune, the archi-
tect of his own fortune, and dur-
ing some years nearly at the head
of his profession, of aventurier)
gambler or black leg. A charae-
ter with such requisites, has not
usually been neglected, either by -
ancient or modern biography, He
was born m Ireland, ©of the lowest
parentage, and was in the capacity
of a journeyman cahinet-maker,
at Dublin, when his determination
first broke forth into activity, as
an aspirant, to hetter his condition
in life. In the Irish phrase, to set
up for a jontleman. His debut,
however, was noi the most genteel
or elevated ; since, according to
n report, it was that of a

PARTICULARS
OF TIE
‘LIFE OF THE LATE DICK ENG-
LAND.*

EY AN OLD CRONY.
—

HE present writer, who had

some knowledge of England
upwards of thirty years ago, when
bre was in the height of his career,
would be induced to give a few
memorabilia of his life, were it
from the motive alone of the short
accounts already published, being
obyiously in the soft and hush
style! so entirely convenient on
certain oceasions, and by universal
agreement so much in order with
many ol eur historical . docu-
ments. To put out the eyes, and
cripple the feet of history, in the
kanguage of the philosopher, seems

. c

bully in the boxing line, and chief-
ly in the service of the fair sex, to
a certain class of which, his Her-
culean form and athletic constitu-
tion, rendered him peculiarly ac-
ceptable. He was said to have ob=
tained cousiderable pugilistic re-
nown at Dublin, and to have first
crossed the channel with views
of rising in that profession, so
much encouraged in this country,
in which he met an instant and
total disappointment ; his bulk
and muscular powers, great how-
ever, being of themselves insuffi-
cient to form the complete boxer,
independently of certain quality of
constitution in which the English
pre-eminently excel. To use a

_vulgar, but most expressive phrase,

Dick England, a Milo, and a con~
queror at Dublin, was found in
London to be turnippy ; his valour
was not malleable or ITudibrastic.

* See copious Memoirs bf hin, Vol, 7, page 143, &e, &,

"
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and ifhis sledge-fist could deal the
most formidable- and knock-down
blows, his too sensible flesh could
uot bear the return of such. A
true Irishman, like his still more
renowned  competitor,  Deunis
0'Kelly, England still remained
in the honourable service, although
be found it necessary to relinquish
all pretensions to the hounours of
the fist.”

According to early chronicles,
be first served as a protector,
in Jangnage loss courtly, but
more significant, as bully, at a
house of accommodation near
Charing Cross. FErom the ahove
introduction to life, and its usual
indispensable concomitants, all-
fours, put, whist, and the tables,
the gradation of our candidate for
gentility, towards the turf, was
easy and in course.  He is reported
to have passed his probationary
term in that mystical profession,
with consummate prudence and
caution, indeed his characteristics 5
and there is no doubt but he ulti-
mately acquired a proficiency in
the science of betting, and the
profitable arrangement of his ac-
count, equal to that of any profes-
sional sportsman of, his time ; he
moreover, by dint of sedulous ob-
servation, attained considerable
knowledge of the race-horse, and
the practical hnsiness of the course ;
branches with which mere betters
scldom concern themselves, holding
the opinion generally, that, in a
race, tar more depends on the state
of thie proprietor’s betting acconnt,
than on the qualities of the horse.
Eagland, however, made little use
of his skill as a jockey, very sel-
dom training a horse, hut content-
ed himself with betting and haz-
ard, in which his success was emi-
nent, and his conduct amorgst the
men of rank and family with whom

9
he bad the opportunity to asso-
ciute professionally, was so guard-
ed and gentlemanly, that he was
held in general respect.

The period of his life now al-
luded to, lies between the years
1779 and 1783, when.he kepta
good house and table -in London,
and was probably at the sammitc
of his fortune. If recollection
serve faithfully, he then sported his
vis-a-vis;and was remarkably choice
in the hacknies he rode, giving as
high as cighty or ninety guineas
for a horse, a price, perhaps, equal
to full two hundred at the present
time. In those days, Jack Mun~
day's coftee-house, Round-court,
in the Strand, was one of the chief
houses of resort for men of the het-
ting persuasion ; and there might
be found in the evening, O'Kelly,
England, Hull, the Clarkes, Te-
therington, and most others of turf
repute, reu(ly to lay mouney to any
amount, or to accommodate those
that required it with a bet on ei-
ther side the question. The com-
pany were also habitually amused
with the exhaustless fund of rac-
ing anecdote, and saturnine bizarre
humours of old Medley.

There was on certain days, an
ordinary at four o'clock, at which
England shone in his most brilliant
colours as a companion, and gene-
rally as president. On these occa-
sions his manner was polite and
conciliating, and his conversation
shrewd and intelligent, evincing
that meritorious industry which
be had used to make amends fos
his defect of education ; the sem-~
blance of which Le often affected,
by the introduction in converSation
of the classical words Mafts, Bac-~
chus, Apolio, Nereids, and Dryads,
He was sometimes the hero of his
own tale, and unguardedly exposed
traits of nature in his character,
¥ which
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